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EF! Scuttles Blockbuster! 




A Critical Look at the First Year of 
Operation Mangrove Shield , the 
Struggle for Florida's Soldier Key 


By Maria Quintana 
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Hamish Ziegler in the Everglades EF! Escort Action storms the greed-hounds in a cigarette boat to protect 
Soldier Key. 


Developers Attack 
San Bruno Mountain 

"B . Mark Huntington 


San Bruno Mountain, a 3,300-acre island of city-locked wilderness 
on the San Francisco Peninsula, has at last fallen to developers who 
intend to build 578 “residential units" on San Bruno's south end. San 
Bruno, the largest city-locked open space in the US, forms the terminus 
of an entire ecosystem and is home to sLx listed or proposed endan- 
gered animals and fifteen rare and/or endangered plants, including the 
endangered Mission Blue butterfly. 

Dubbed the "Franciscan Region" by botanist James Roof, the 
biological center of this habitat was Mt. Davidson (now the hills of San 
Francisco) and its northern extremity was the southern tip of the Marin 
headlands. Today almost the entire region is buried under the city of 
San Francisco. 

The conditions that make the Franciscan region unique are well 
known to anyone who has ever lived in San Francisco. The constant 
ocean winds and summer fog pound their way across this part of the 
peninsula relentlessly, making it in effect a giant sea bluff. In fact, 
according to James Roof, it's the biggest sea bluff in the state. The 
severe winds and relatively mild climate make possible an incredible 
variety of grasses, shrubs, wild flowers and small trees. Everything from 
Alaskan bunch grass to Mexican wild cherries can be found on San 
Bruno Mountain. Oak, bay, three kinds of cherries, buckeye, wax 
myrtle and willow trees crowd into the margins around creek beds 
protected from the wind. This kind of diversity can't be found in sea 
bluff habitat anywhere else in the state. 

Surrounded entirely by the urban world of San Francisco and San 
Mateo Counties, it is only through a peculiar miracle that this isolated 
r^mfDnt of wilderness still exists at all: several du mps at its base made 
it a stinky place to live. 

But this autumn bulldozers, grad- 
ers, backhoes and huge trucks worked 
feverishly, loading the tangled remains 
of the willows that once lined the creek, 
gouging out hillsides, filling in valleys, 
extending roads, all in an attempt to get 
as much done as possible to avoid pro- 
testers, lawsuits and winter rains. 

Bay Area Earth First! has made J. 
saving San Bruno one of its top priorities a 
since the mid 1980s. This has been a s 
campaign of many alliances, spear- 
headed in part by David Schooley, who 
has worked for 25 years to save the 
mountain from condo builders, quarry 
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The would-be developers of Florida's Soldier Key are at each 
others' throats because of the efforts of local boaters, Blockbuster Video 
boycott participants, Jim Sanders of Biscayne National Park and the 
National Park Service/the Florida Audubon Society, and a dozen or so 
local EF! activists. The partnership that bound the two main investors, 
H.Wayne Huizenga's Blockbuster Entertainment, and Robert Lambert, 
sleazebag Fort Lauderdale owner of the cruise barge Florida Princess 
and holder of an option to develop Soldier Key, went sour. Blockbuster, 
under intense public pressure, sued Florida Princess to stop their use of 
the Blockbuster name in "Blockbuster Cruises" and for $540,000 of 
"bad debt." A Blockbuster spokesperson admitted that Soldier Key w r as 
a public relations disaster. 

Since Operation Mangrove Shield began in November of 1990, 
now is a good time to take a critical look at the first year of a campaign 
by a young southeastern EF! group. 

Soldier Key is a wild, privately-owned 3.5-acre island in Biscayne 
National Park. Three species of endangered sea turtles nest there, 
including the Hawksbill, which has called it home in three of the 
twelve known Florida nestings since 1959. Lambert, the scheme's 
promoter, needed big bucks from an investor like Huizenga to develop 
the island into a stopover for his cheesy cruises. Huizenga, morally 
oblivious to everything he and his money do until the reviews corp? jjj 1 

at Florida Princ^s^ieadqiSrters a nd on a Blockbuster Cruises brochure 
that described a cruise package to "our own private island, Soldier Key. 
Florida Princess Cruise Lines began to answer its phone as "Blockbuster 
Cruises," and Lambert started running up debts and paying them with 
Blockbuster money. The joint venture was so ambitious that the 
entrepreneurs even bought a real cruise ship, the Entertainer II, and 
slapped a picture of it on the brochure. 

We began to plan the campaign in November, 1990, after the 
Boulder Activist Conference. We decided to work on issues affecting 
Biscayne Bay, since we were inexperienced, few, and had little money. 
The Everglades seemed a huge issue, and the closest of the agencies 
involved, the South Florida Water Management District, is three hours' 
drive from Miami. Biscayne Bay, on the other hand, is within five miles 
from where we all live on the eastern estuary of the River of Grass. 
Among the many threats to Biscayne Bay's ecological health, we chose 
the proposed development of Soldier Key because it was at a critical 
phase, because it was a discrete issue that involved few government 
bureaucracies, and because we felt that our efforts could make a 
difference. We saw our campaign as a fight for biodiversity and against 
commercial development within the National Parks. There are several 

continued on page 28 

Get Ready! 

Day of Outrage against US Forest Sewice 
April 21st. See page 15. 
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' Just about a year ago, six inches of 
snow packed into rumpled ice by the semis 
stretched from Pocatello to Dillon, the Sol- 
stice dusk was approaching, and Carla just 
did not want to drive anymore. At the time, 
I wasn't having much luck with staying on 
the straight and narrow in automobiles. 
However, we had a tin Honda full of snake 
oil and trinkets that we were hauling up 
from Tucson on bellies full of mailing party 
pizza and beer, so I drove the long, slow 
way back to Missoula. 

We set up the journal office in our 
living room for the first few issues before we 
made enough bucks to settle into our 
present office on the main drag in down- 
town Missoula, Montana. The past few 
years have been tumultuous for the Earth 
First! movement, and moving the journal 
to Missoula certainly contributed to that 
tumult. 

This collective hashed out an article 
regarding the journal's workings and 
machinations to give readers a more clear 
idea of how this paper functions (page 4), 
though in truth, the journal functions a 
little differently with each collective. Over 
the year, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, New 
York, Oregon, and London have each been 
the home of a journal editor, while three 
editors have come from both Washington 
and Virginia, four from California, and ten 
from Montana (three of whom are trans- 
planted Californians). We have attempted 
to reflect the various opinions in the EF! 
movement both by trying to select a wide 
array of opinions to print in the j ournal and 
a wide array of editors to work on the 
journal. Earth First! means many things to 
many people; we like to think we prefer to 
include in the journal some opinions that 
waver on the edge of Earth First!-like 
thought to provoke people into probing 
and defining their own personal and soci- 
etal truths, or at least reaffirming them. 

In the past, Earth Firstlers have been 
as active as they wanted to be on the levels 
on which they wanted to be; after all, every 
Earth Firstler should decide for herself what 
she is comfortable doing. We all define our 
own existence, or I hope we all try. In this 
light, many EF!ers hold divergent opinions 
on many issues. What we now face as a 
movement is the decision whether to allow 
and encourage divergent opinions in the 
movement or to demand adherence to a 
rigid doctrine, whatever that may be. In 
any case, some EF! activists will gather in 
Portland, Oregon, in early March for a 
conference to hash out the decisions that 
face the movement and plan strategies for 
future campaigns, particularly the Na- 
tional Day of Outrage against the Freddies 
on April 21. 

For the first year of publishing the 
journal in Missoula, the journal operated as 
a project of the Earth First! Foundation, 
which allowed us plenty of time to file for 
separate corporate status with the State of 
Montana and the IRS. As many readers 
may remember, EF!J, Inc., the corporate 
forerunner to the present journal, be- 
stowed about $8500 worth of salable mer- 
chandise, as well as about $ 6000 in cash, on 
the present journal. A glance at our finan- 
cial statement ( see page 4) will indicate that 
we have operated a little in the black over 
the course of the year, and no reader should 
ever construe that the journal has been 
financially dependent on the Earth First! 
Foundation for operating costs. The 
Foundation gave $2000 to the journal in 
October of 1990, which we promptly spent 
on technological gadgetry, as has been our 
wont with each surplus of cash we accumu- 
late. (We have tried to acquire the gizmos 
for the journal that allow people with very 
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little experience or acumen to be able 
to produce a newspaper with only a 
modicum of training. Thus, when- 
ever we built up a few thousand 
bucks, we have spent it to get (even- 
tually) two computers, a laser 
printer, and a fax/modem with char- 
acter recognition software. (Any fu- 
ture collectives are thus independent 
of anyone's personal equipment, be- 
cause the equipment belongs to the 
journal, and as more and more 
people become familiar with journal 
production, more and more people 
in the movement become capable of 
producing the journal.) The Foun- 
dation donation meant that the 
journal could buy new toys in time 
for Christmas instead of waiting 
several months. The EF! Foundation 
has now changed its name, has in- 
dicated that it is no longer interested 
in supporting the journal, and in 
January of this year declined to fund 
a request for an EF! roadshow in the 
UK. In the past, the EF! Foundation 
had funded EF! roadshows and other 
educative and awareness-raising ef- 
forts, and one item that the move- 
ment needs to discuss at the up- 
coming activist conference is a 
funding body for EF! organizers, the 
traditional role of the EF! Founda- 
tion. 

Another question open for de- 
bate is the role of EF! contacts listed 
in the Directory in each journal. The 
usual procedure to be listed on the 
contact list is simply to ask us to be 
listed, but each month the journal 
receives mail or calls from irritated 
citizens who claim that one contact 
or another is a dud, or that the con- 
tact blew them off ungraciously. For 
each issue of the journal, collective 
members get in touch, via phone or 
mail, with the list to make sure the 
listing is up-to-date and to get news 
from around the world, but we usu- 
ally do not ask if the contact is doing 
a good job as a contact. Is there some 
sort of bare minimum that we should 
require from contacts, or should we 
let people sort themselves out as we 
have in the past? Let us know.... 

In this issue, Maria Quintana, 
the contact for Everglades EF!, recaps 
the struggle of EF!ers in south Florida 
to save Soldier Key from develop- 
ment financed partially by Block- 
buster Entertainment. 

This critical retrospec- 
tive on the efficacy of 
the campaign is a 
handy reference for 
any new activists, or 
activists starting a new 
campaign. In addi- 
tion, Mitch Friedman, 
an EF!er who has 
formed a progressive 
conservation biology 
organization in the 
Northwest, explains 
his evolution from a 
rad EF! rabble-rouser in 
the streets and woods 
to being a rad EF! | 
rabble-rouser on the 2 
DC lobby scene, per- ^ 
haps widening a defi- •§_ 
nition of EF! activism. 

Also in this issue, Wild 
Utah EF!, a group of 
activists based in and 
near Salt Lake City, 
contributed the Blank 


Wall section of the journal. One 
bulletin that may cause readers to 
raise ah eyebrow is the news that 
E codefense has been banned from fur- 
ther importation into Australia by the 
Commonwealth Censor. Ecodefense, 
by the way, is slowly dwindling out of 
print as Dave Foreman seeks a new 
publisher to buy the rights to the 
book. We offered to finance a limited 
printing of a thousand or so copies to 
meet present demand, but Dave de- 
murred, so Ecodefense is now basically 
unavailable. The journal sold its last 
copies in November, but Ned Ludd 
Books (602-628-9610) may have a few 
copies left if you act fast. 

The current collective features 
five first-time collectivists: Jim Flynn, 
of Stumptown EF!, refuses to use a 
computer — though he does watch 
football on tv and talk on the tele- 
phone at length — so he has chosen to 
lay out several pages of the journal by 
cutting and pasting by hand rather 
than using the computer. Your job is 
to try to figure out which pages these 
are. Abe, fresh off of an Ancient Forest 
Chataqua and a tour with Darryl 
Chemey, quickly discovered that the 
journal office was not the most favor- 
able spread in town, and he and 
Laurene have become avid riders of 
the Mountain Line, Missoula's bus 
system. Laurene is just about the only 
one who can type, so she types every- 
thing. Sockeye Sue is a real artist, and 
boy-howdy, we sure ask her to draw a 
lot of everything, so you can notice 
her touch throughout this journal. 
Erik Ryberg is a pretty good me- 
chanic, and Mangier has been after 
him lately to re-build the carburetor 
on a former Freddie truck that Man- 
gier drives when we go skiing. I go 
skiing pretty often, and Mangier usu- 
ally drives, so I hope Erik fixes that 
carb pretty quickly. The journal of- 
fice has a couch and a carpet, and 
lately Jagoff and Snaggletooth have 
been testing the relative comforts of 
each, which is probably why Abe and 
Laurene bolted post haste. If you're 
ever in Missoula, drop by; we're usu- 
ally drinking the cheapest beer avail- 
able. 

— Timothy Bechtold 
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Stalwart Staff Stifles Stone. 
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Dear SFB, 

Didja ever think that if all the 
environmentalists could stop bickering 
fer about 3 days, we could solve all the 
world's problems and still have enough 
time for a really bitchin' party? 

Take care folks. 

— Karen 

Dear Doo-Doo Heads, 

Questing beauty our appreciation 
of wildness, of freedom, grows. Peeking 
behind curtains the ugly truth of 
clearcuts + cages compels us to act. We 
hold a bond of awareness. We are in a 
struggle not only to protect trees + 
untameable beats; we are fighting at the 
basest level to hold our own power. The 
system that is turning the world into 
battlelines and bank-vaults is like a 
vampire scattering zombies across the 
countryside. 

Earth spins. We gather. Our ren- 
dezvous is, should be, tribal. Our bonds 
grow, brothers sisters lovers. 

Every year at the RRR we do an 
action, a protest against abuse. Why 
not this year make the simple act of 
being our action, our affirmation. 
Challenge those who claim control, 
fuck their permits. If we are not free to 
gather we are not free. No one standing 
alone can bring the change that is 
needed. 

The system is corrupt from its very 
base of hierarchy and ownership. We 
can deny its validity. Besides, if we get 
a permit we have to give the US gov't 
money, + they will require insurance, 
which means more money to another 
scam. 

Let us not be servile dogs, let us not 
erect our own fences — just say no to 
permits. 

Thanx, i feel better now. 

— Foolish Coyote 


Dear Shit for Brains, 

I heard a rumor that Chim Blea 
had written you a letter so I looked for it. 
Yup, there it it was. And as I should have 
expected, it was a complete fiction 
(perhaps I should just call it a pack of 
lies). 

First of all, Chim Blea is Dave 
Foreman. Dave used Chim Blea as his 
only female nom de plume. All Cat 
Tracks columns and anything else that 
appeared under the name of Chim Blea 
in the Earth First! Journal (which was 
’'“fore 1991) were written by Dave 


All letters will be printed, unless they are a travesty. We will print a 
representative sample of letters expressing the same views. Contact us if you 
feel your opinion was not expressed. Type or neatly print and double-space 
your letters. Please keep letters brief. Indicate if you wish to remain 
anonymous. Send letters to POB 5176, Missoula MT 59806. The opinions 
expressed here represent only their authors, and are not official positions of the 
Earth First! journal staff or movement. 


Foreman. This I know for sure; i saw 
Dave write them, various early drafts are 
sitting around my house. So whoever 
wrote that letter was intentionally try- 
ing to deceive you from the outset. 

As for the rest of the letter, the 
temptation is to respond by talking 
about all the sacrifices that Dave and I 
made, give numerous examples, cry 
unfair, countercharge rip offs. But it's 
just too much like a bad divorce when 
your ex is miserable but still doesn’t 

want to give It up. I have better, more 

useful things to do, and I know that 
most of whatever is Earth First! now, 
also has better things to do. 

To whoever pilfered the name of 
Chim Blea; get a life. 

Happy trails, 

— Nancy Morton, tucson, az 


Dear Shit fer Brains, 

The article, "How to be a Com- 
plete Failure as an Environmental Ac- 
tivist," in the Dec. 21 "Journal” was 
snotty, stupid, small-minded, repres- 
sive, and probably should never have 
seen print. Why invite more divisive- 
ness?? 

— Lynn Jacobs 


Dear Coprocephalics, 

The EF! debate. It just goes on and 
on, don't it? I am dismayed. What 
exactly is EF!, and What is The Role of 
the Journal? First of all, he said, 
thrusting his voice into the forray, EF! is 
not and should not be 'exaptly' any- 
thing. Thats what makes it wild, furry, 
loveable, and effective. It should, 
however, maintain focus, through a 
wide angle lense, yes, but a focus. EF!, as 
represented in these pages, it seems, has 
become more of a group that has de- 
cided on what to argue over than what 


to fight fon^WhaTexacfly is the role of 
/fhe'Journal? Kudos to Alison for last 
I months editorial. I agree with her in- 
sightful assessment, but the ramifica- 
tions cause some internal debate in myj 
| min^> ~~TTTe'basic distilation oT my re- 
action is this: I am thrilled that there is 
a journal out there willing to publish 
articles on the whimsical possibilities of 
hunt-ing the hunt-ers. But I am less 
likely to want articles with my name on 
them to appear within the pages of that 
journal. This may be testament to my 
wimpiness or willingness to self cen- 
sorship, I honestly don't know. To me 
it is all a question of effectiveness in our 


battle, I want those articles out there, 
.tout I don’t want to have to answer for / 
them. Definetly wimpy, but my goal is 
\ not to avoid wim piness , it's to save thei 
Wild/ I know that you know that the-' 
Journal is not the ‘official voice' of the 
movement, and that articles therein \ 
reflect the opions of their authors, etc. \ 
etc., but I know that you know that this 
is not the w ay things are viewed by ' 
They. Y es, They are fucked, and They 
are the enemy, but, a re we going to 
de fine our field of battle to be No 
Co mpromise in th e Defense of Mother 
Earth !, or No Comprom ise in the De- 
fenseof Auto nomousAythorship? jThe 
answer is, of course, No Compromise in 
Defense of Mother Earth!. Theansweris 
also NOT: No Haircut in Defense of 
Mother Earth, or No Compromise in 
Defense of Every little Thin g 1 Fee J~« 
Politically Correct. "No Comprom ise 
■TnOefense ofMoT heT Earth! '' might just j 

- mean com ^omf sTng~ EV 1RYT H IN G / 

| ELSE WE BELIVE IN for the sake of Her, 
PamTTt has been my experi ence that.ii 
\ often does. 

■' The same goes for theuse of the EF! 

name. Last issue, £Chim Bea' accused 
PAW of being a hypocritical organiza- 
tion that censored the use of spikes on a 
T-shirt and then 'plugged' their use in 
an article on the Forest Service. A group 
that has benefitted from the movement 
and then turned their back on it. I can't 
speak for PAW, but I can speak for my- 
self as an active member (read 'works 24 
hours a day' — Chim). PAW emerged as 
an alliance of eastern biocentric activ- 
ists autonomous from EF! and not 
sharing the moniker during the big EF! 
split/debate. A conference had been 
called in Colorado to heal the rift. Many 
of us in the East began communicating 
with each other directly, rather than via 
Tucson during the split, ..As the .split, 

( ' (not surprisingly) tha t we had more in 
commo n with each other than we did 
\witK~either 'side' of the debate, and 


\3ecided That rather than wasting our 
k hiTF trrflgbafe club, we would contin ue 
’lou r work allingned under a differen t 
/hamerand~ wait. fo r the djAStjo__sgttle / 
Once EF! decided what it was, we would 
decide whether or not we were EF! as far 
as I'm concerned, and judging from last 
issue, the dust aint settled yet. As far as 
the T-shirt goes, the use of the spike was 
never censored. The shirt exists, you 
can order it from EF!J. We simply never 
really endorsed or encouraged it or 
picked up its logo, which happens to be 
extraordinarily beautiful, thanks to 
Jackie Taylor's exceptional artistry. The 
reason for this is simple ,^One nf..the 
'founding belie fs' of PA Wfks seperate 
from EF !) was that there should b e less 
spikes on T- shirts and more in trees. I'm 
more skilled at word processin g t han I 
am at diesel mechanics^(^thaLiwhat I 
cfo> That doesn't make it a better tactic, 
its just what I can do. Those who don't 
have the patience or geekiness to do 
what I do should be out doing what 
needs to be done, not talking about it or 
posting it on their torsos. Real Tree 


Spikers Dont Wear Spikes on Their 
Shirts. And well they shouldn't. Those 
like me should be out in the open, doing 
the bullshit paperwork, speaking at col- 
leges, and defending the actions of 
those who do their work at night. We 
need a lot more of everyone, a lot more 
desk-top activists, and a lot more under- 
cover-of-darkness activists. As I see it we 
need five dayworkers for every ten 
nightworkers, but only one outspoken 
advocate and distributor of informa- 
tion for monkeywreneching for every 
thousand monkeywrenchers. The Real 
EF!ers — you know who you are — and 
hopefully They don't — are the bravest, 
most committed folks I know. 
Unfortunatelly the Wheat to Chaff ra- 
tio of Armchair EFlers to Real EFlers is 
dissapointing. Being a hardcore Enviro 
requires Hardcore commitment, either 
at your desk or in the woods. As Lone 
Wolf so succinctly put it, "if you're not 
doing everything you can for the Earth, 
you're not doing enough". Just wearing 
a T-shirt with a spike on it isn't enough. 

Just calling yourself an EF!er without j „ 
1 commiting your life is worse than call- 
| ing yourself a Sierr a Klubber and just / 
^sending in your dues"%As far as being a** 
hypocrite for sayingTnmy article that if 
the USFS does away with the appeals 
process then "the only recourse for pub- 
lic participation will be 60 penny nails 
and grinding compound", there's noth- 
ing hypocritical about it. If they take 
away my other means, I will use the 
means available to me. 

Besides which, in general, I have 
no trouble with being a hypocrite. La- 
belling you a hypocrite is a favored 
tactic of They. "See, youre a hypocrite 
too, now I can go back to sleep.". Iwon't 
cop to i$£ If you wan't to go through life 
remaining pure to anything, you chose 
the wrong planet, Buddy. And as my 
good friend Walt once said, "Do I con- 
tradict myself? Very well then, I contra- 
dict myself. I am large, I contain Multi- 
tudes." 

Then of course there's the charge 
of having 'taken so much from the 
movement and then turned our backs 
on the name." Fuck the name! What 
are you, my mom? — "We've done so 
much for you!" . Gimme a break! The 
movement is the thing, and the move- 
ment must move. Its Earth First!, foax, 
not Earth First! First. If you are putting 
the Earth First in your life and work, 
committed to the movement and 
throwing spokes into any of They's 
wheels that rolls your way, then you are 
more an Earth Firstler than any Bozo 
rapping in a bar about the death of 
Phallic Imperialism. As far as I'm con- 
cerned, EF! is alive and well, speciated 
and operating under many new names, 
T-shirts and costumes. Use what works 
and discard the baggage. I hope that EF! 
continues and prospers, the same to the 
Journal.QMore articles we can't stom- 
ach, and more challenges to our sensi- 
bilities. And if not, then njjt. 

Earth First! is dead: LONG LIVE 

more SFB on page 24 


EF! Activist Conference 

March 7-9 in Stumptown (Portland, OR) 

Ecotopian EFlers have called for an activist conference 
to discuss the direction of the EF! movement and the role of the 
ever-controversial journal in the movement. Possible topics for 
discussion include the Day of Outrage, setting up a new EF! 
Foundation, international campaigns, and the journal. 

All Earth Firstlers are welcome to attend the meetings. 
However, local groups are encouraged to send a representative. 
Individuals and groups who can't make the conference are 
encouraged to send statements. This is three days of meetings 
folks, so don't come unless you're ready to focus. 

For info on the reception, Portland housing, and west 
coast ride coordinating, contact Jim at (503) 231-0207. For east 
of the Rockies ride coordination, contact Anne or Orin at (802) 
658-2403. 

There is no cost for this conference; funds may be 
available for traveling expenses. Federal agents are expected to 
pay double and find their own place to stay. 

— Gin Phlegm 
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California's 
"Grand Accord" 
Flounders 

by T. Grip 

Millionaire Hal Arbit, who bankrolled the 
1990 Forest Forever Initiative, and his Sierra Club 
dropout lap dog Gail Lucas have worked behind 
closed doors with California Governor Pete 
Wilson to formulate a Grand Accord on forest 
regulations. The Grand Accord legislation, pur- 
portedly put forth to save the forests, in fact 
weakens the current State Department of Forestry 
regulations substantially. The Accord would al- 
low 50% cuts on all remaining old growth (with 
re-entry allowed after 25 years), 30-acre clearcuts, 
and short rotations. The Accord would also 
provide for consolidated timber harvest plans — 
one comprehensive plan for each company's 
timberland — with no further public review. 
(Smells like bullshit to me.) 

The California legislature, showing supreme 
indifference to the crisis in Ecotopia's forests has 
failed over six months of half-hearted effort to 
adopt revised forest regulations of any descrip- 
tion. 

In memos leaked from Louisiana Pacific it is 
clear that even LP acknowledges the scope of the 
crisis. Correspondence between LP Chairman, 
Harry Merlo, and his chief forester, Jerry Partain 
(former California Department of Forestry di- 
rector) admits those environmentalists were 
right, that LP has been over cutting for years, and 
they're running out of timber. Whether asked to 
comment or not, Earth Firstier, Darryl Cherney 
responded by saying, "Of course we're right. 
We're always right.” 

There emerged on the scene another player 
in this game: the California Forest and Water- 
shed Council, a broad-based coalition group of 
virtually all the forest activists in the redwood 
region, both mainstream activists and Earth First! 
On January 8 CF&WC held a rally and day of 
lobbying on the front steps of the state capitol to 
oppose the Governor's bogus Grand Accord leg- 
islation. Speakers included Bobby Castillo from 
the International Indian Treaty Council, David 
Orr from the Association of Sierra Club Members 
for Environmental Ethics, Judi Bari from 
Ecotopia EF! and the IWW, Randy Hayes from 
Rainforest Action Network, and a representative 
from the Greens who just got recognized as a 
political party by the state following a successful 
voter registration drive. Also folks from Forests 
Forever kicked off their Forests Forever 1992, the 
"River Oak and Wildlife Protection Initiative." 
The Earth First! ers did what they often do when 
faced with a crisis, wrote some tunes and per- 
formed a skit. A group of Native American 
drummers closed the rally, which was followed 
by a spiral dance on the capitol steps (get wild, 
you woo-woos) . Then a group of hopeful activists 
went inside to lobby some bureaucrats. 

High points of the day would have to in- 
clude the signing of our petition to recall Gov. 
Wilson written by Candice Boake. She's sort of 
the Stomper Queen of terrorism campaigns 
against the extractive industries. Or perhaps it 
was when Darryl met up with Gail Lucas in the 
halls of the capitol and one of the actors from the 
skit said to her, "Hi Gail, I'd like you to meet 
Laurie. She played you in our skit today. As a 
matter of fact you had a singing part." 

But the battle of the Grand Accord rages on. 
If you live in California the Forests Forever 
campaign will need your help now that Arbit and 
his millions have gone elsewhere (good rid- 
dance). 





Who Said Miners 
Aren't Good Neighbors? 

Residents of Jamestown, California, are in a 
battle to force mining operations away from the 
vicinity of their homes. One home is only 300 
feet from the Jamestown gold mining pit. But the 
mining company is taking steps to pacify the 
landowners. In an effort to resolve complaints 
that the truck horns sound too harsh, the com- 
pany is experimenting with horns that "moo" 
like a cow. 

— EF! Stumpfrogs, Big Stump Bioregion 

Variation: 

America, 
the Beautiful 

Oh beautiful for smoggy skies 
Insecticidal grains 

For strip-mined mountains' majesty 
Above the asphalt plains 
America, America 
Man sheds his waste on thee. 

And hides the pines with billboard signs 
From sea to oily sea. 

— Restroom Stall #2, Roslyn Cafe; Roslyn, WA 


Dear Occupant, 

This form letter is to introduce you to a new 
form of communication. It is a sleeping giant of an 
underground subversive network. Oh, another 
dream of techno-utopia, you say. What is it cellular 
phones for the masses? A TV on every subway car? 
No, it's not a machine. And it doesn't cost you any 
money. 

It's those goddamned envelopses. Those Busi- 
ness Reply Envelopes. The ones that say No Postage 
Necessary. They're everywhere. In junk mail, on the 
street, even on busses and trains. 

So what you say? Well consider these items: 

*An envelope stuffed with something interesting 
provides some mail worker out there with a 
ten minute break from work. "Hey, listen to this." 
*It is a direct form of communication. Your letter or 
artwork or whatever is a personal letter in a 

work place filled with mind numbing forms. 

*It can't be censored. You are the only censor. Since 
your letter arrives in the same envelope that all 
the other mail arrives in, it can't be weeded out. The 
boss's ability to control what can be 

in the work environment is eroded. 

*The company pays for it. Every letter they receive in 
these envelopes costs them 39 cents 
postage due. 

*No one owns this form of communication. There is 
no leader. There are no guidelines. 

*The entire network can never be fully known. The 
mail arrives to a certain degree 
randomly. It can't be anthologized. It's not for sale. 
You can't buy it. 

*The only way they can stop us is if they stop sending 
out all those envelopes. And that'd be great. 

*This form of communication has a built in ending. 
When the government and corporations 
crumble, so will the mail rooms and these envelopes. 
We don't have to worry about this 
dragging on past its prime. 

*It doesn’t even have a name. You can name it but it 
will be different in different cities. 

*No meetings. 

You know, I haven't always been the President 
of the Tube Division of American Television, Inc. I 
worked myself up from the mail room. In those 
horrible wretched days, I always wished that an 
envelope I opened up would have something differ- 
ent inside. Something interesting. Well, it never 
happened for me. But now you and I can make that 
dream come true for the thousands of poor schleps 
across the country who have to work in the mail 
room of some corporation. 

Please spread the word. Encourage your friends 
to take advantage of this opportunity. 

— U.A. Sanabria 



IN MEMORIAM 

Members of the editorial collective were deeply saddened at the brutal slaying of yet one 
more symbol of American Freedom — Billboards. 

The Billboard family, for many years a living, breathing manifestation of America's God- 
Given constitutional right of corporations to foist upon the witless public all manner of useless 
services, shoddy merchandise, and deadly junk food, has recently come under attack on Route 
93 in the Flathead Valley near Whitefish, Montana. 

The latest murder, believed to have been perpetrated by the notorious "Montana Billboard 
Basher," was the eighteenth since June, 1990, making it the longest unsolved serial murder in 
Montana's history. It has cost advertisers at least $50,000. 

Flathead County sheriff's detective Jim Mitchell echoed the depth of our grief with the 
following comment: "I'm sure it's been down a week or two." The "Billboard Basher" is also 
believed to be implicated in two instances of road construction vandalism. For shame! Is 
NOTHING sacred? 

We commend the sign companies, whose skilled, stalwart staff reportedly replace billboards 
as soon as they are destroyed. When asked about detective Mitchell's comment — that the 
billboard had been down for a week or two — one company spokesperson declined comment. She 
was later heard muttering, "We knowwhose reelection campaign WE ain't gonna contribute to." 

In an ominous note, the clever Basher has begun using sadistic steel cutting torches when 
savaging billboards with steel supports. 

Weexhort our Government to bring to bear its full majesty and power to bring to justice 
this heinous culprit. The pillars of our precious heritage are being destroyed by this villain. He 
must be stopped FORTHWITH. 

We extend our heartfelt condolences to Big Sky Waterslides, whose billboard advertisement 
was the latest atrocity massacred. 
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World Bank-Mexico 

Forest Project or Highway Program? 

By Poncho Afuera de la Villa 

The Sierra Madre Occidental, southern sister tal to medium and small scale loggers for equip- 
range of the Rockies, is a region of dynamic ment and technical assistance. The loggers 
beauty and important biological diversity. A would then be enabled (watch out for 
series of extremely diverse ecotones runs almost codependency!) to harvest one third of the re- 
1000 miles from northwest to southeast, from maining coniferous forests in Mexico and 23% of 
just south of the USA-Mexico border between the Latin America's temperate forests. 

Sonoran and Chihuahuan Deserts to the Sierra Mexico's Secretary of Agriculture and Water 

Madre Oriental. Its southern end comprises the Resources (SARH — Mexico's version of the 

high plateau north of the Tenochtitlan Valley, USDA), one of the agencies responsible for 

now the site of Mexico City. _ project execution (read: forest execution), pre- 

Elevations vary from 1200 feet to 9000 feet. pared a project summary, dated September 1991, 

Less than 10% of the region is flat; the terrain is which stated that $3 1.2 million would be used for 

often steep with the thin and delicate soils that the improvement, rehabilitation and mainte- 

result from decades of grazing. Five canons nanceof 750 miles of roads, $34. 7 million would 

deeper than the Grand Canyon in Arizona are be for mills, logging equipment and heavy ma- 

carved into this region, including the well- chinery, $8.5 million would be for loans to small 

known Barranca del Cobre (Copper Canyon), a and medium logging operations, $11 million for 

de facto National Park in the heart of the Sierra unseen costs (EF! needs a budget like this), $2.6 

Madre Occidental that was virtually inaccessible million for environmental protection, and $1.2 

until the 300-mile-long railway from Chihuahua million for special studies. 

One of the "special" studies was to be for 
research into the pulping of over 30 species of 
In South Durango , nine foot oaks in the region. Under pressure, the world 

bank has agreed not to fund this study, although 
diameter trees are feeding area word has it the pulping of oaks is already under- 


Despite this warning, the project now faces 
many of the problems that were identified in the 
Bank's review of its prior Mexican projects. The 
protective measures of the loan agreement are 
not being carried out. New roads are being built 
into old-growth roadless areas and isolated areas 
of traditional Amerindian communities; monies 
intended for erosion control on rural roads have 
been diverted to regional highway projects; 
baseline and environmental impact studies that 
were to be done before the funding began have 
not been completed; and the Mexican agencies 
responsible continue to fight over money and 
control of the project. 

The region is remote and 
inaccessible to heavy equipment 
and logging trucks , although the 
Mexican government would like 
to change that. 

Many of the World Bank's negotiations, 
agreements, and loan disbursements with its in- 
vestors are shrouded in secrecy. Yet, we know so 
far that more than $2.5 million have been 
handed out. Half a million for a baseline study of 
the project area and $2 million for endeavors, of 
which only half were approved by the World 
Bank. There was also a release of hinds "on an 


mills... 

City slammed through to Los Mochis on the 
Sinaloa Coast. The first road down into the 
canyon was scraped out four years ago; now it has 
to be dug out from under landslides whenever 
there is a good rain. 

The 40~000~ strong and tenacious 
Tarahumara People (Raramuri Nation) are an 
amalgamation of all the folks who once lived in 
the region until the conquistadors forced them 
further into the Sierra Madre, via land expropria- 
tion and slavery, in the 16th century. These 
people have lived in virtual isolation for almost 
450 years. Tepehuanos and Guarojos [sic] live to 
the south, Pimas to the north, Yaqui and Mayo in 
the valleys, and many mestizo (mixed-blood) 
communities also dot the valleys. 

In the 1880s "foreigners" began to "harvest" 
the big trees from the pine-oak canopy. The 
government assigned timber concessions to 
gringo companies (including the Sierra Madre 
Land Company of Hearst fame, and the Madera : 
Company Limited) in the north and central sec- i 
tions of the Sierra. After the Mexican Revolution 
(1910-17), the government gave out concessions 
as political favors, from which derived much of 
the current wealth and power of Chihuahua City. 

In the 30s President Cardenas created the Ejido 
System, which was, basically, the formal recogni- 
tion of common lands that had been the basis of 
community life before Cortez showed up. Al- 
though the land and resources are officially 
owned by the communities, the governmental 
system was and still is used to guarantee Mexico's 
industrialists trees for their factories. 

The grizzly bear still exists in 
the region , as do bighorn sheep , 
jaguar, tufted jay, Apache 
goshawk, and ocelot. 

Although the region is well-roaded, much of it is 
remote and inaccessible to heavy equipment and 
logging trucks, although the Mexican govern- 
ment would like to change this. In 1985, the 
government invited the World Bank to help 
develop a plan to manage the forests for national 
consumption and change them into interna- 
tional currency. In August of 1989 the World 
Bank approved $45.5 million for a 1 7-year loan to 
assist with the financing of a 5-year, 67 million- 
acre, $94 million (212,638 million peso) forestry 
development project. The development was 
meant to improve and rehabilitate roads into the 
remote areas of the states of Chihuahua and 
Durango, to build and renovate sawmills for 
' c *e and efficiency, and to provide loan capi- 


With new-to-Mexico harvest methods im- 



The World Bank's Mexico Forestry Development Project. 

Map by Graphic Attitudes. 

* 

ported from Finland and the USA, such "even 
aged" techniques as seedtree and shelterwood 
have been approved by the World Bank. The 
overall management strategy is referred to as 
metodo de desarollo silvicola (MDS — Forestry De- 
velopment Method). The MDS includes such 
fallacies as 80 year harvest rotations in places 
where it takes up to 120 years for trees to attain 
16" DBH. Based on research in two of New 
Mexico's National Forests which have similar 
forest types much of the project area subjected to 
this MDS will not likely reproduce trees at all. 

The World Bank states that it has four objec- 
tives for the project: (1) Improving environmen- 
tal protection, (2) Increasing productivity and 
efficiency of forestry activities, (3) Improving 
quality of life... especially in the traditionally 
impoverished Amerindian communities, (4) 
Strengthening the management and coordina- 
tion capabilities of federal and state forestry and 
conservation institutions 

Four months before the approval of the 
project, the World Bank staff issued an evalua- 
tion of past bank projects in Mexico. This report 
identified a number of adverse impacts of bank 
funding on the environment. It states that the 
projects have had problems because the bank 
failed to (1) provide appropriate supervision, (2) 
follow up properly and (3) properly fund and 
implement environmental components. Imme- 
diately before the approval the US executive 
director, the US Representative to the Bank, 
stated in a memo to the Board of Directors that 
the environmental risks from the project "must 
be guarded against." 


exceptional basis" for about 65 miles of road 
rehabilitation in Chihuahua, before the comple- 
tion of the baseline study. 

When the baseline study was completed it 
was judged inadequate by the director of ecologi- 
cal conservation of natural resources for SEDUE, 
Mexico's version of our FWS or EPA, and sent 

harV to ho roHono 

Thanks to a project evaluation by the Texas s 
Center for Policy Studies and three conferences s 
on the Sierra Madre Occidental in the last year, 
pressure from both sides of the border has forced " 
a temporary halt of World Bank loan disburse- 
ments until a proper baseline study is completed. 
Yet the roadbuilding, illegal logging and poach- ' 
ing of wildlife species continues. 

The World Bank/SARH project is based on 
many myths. The project states, for instance, 
that "the majority of Indians [sic] are directly 
involved with the exploitation of their forest 
resources and a large portion of them have en- 
tered the phase of industrial transformation with 
satisfactory results." This statement conve- 
niently avoids the social reality and the indig- 
enous worldview. 

The forest is the center of indigenous cul- 
ture. Life is based on a deep respect for nature and 
an understanding that they are an integral part of 
her, an understanding which is completely op- 
posed to the concept of accumulating wealth 
through the exploitation of natural resources. 
Their culture is maintained through the sacred 
tesginadas (sprouted corn beer ceremony/fiesta) 
where agricultural surpluses are exchanged in a 
manner unrelated to a market economy — similar 
to potlatch. Their economy is based on corn and 
beans, gathering and hunting, handcrafts and 
medicinal plants and some salaried and migra- 
tory labor. Although the indigenous ejidos have 
large forest holdings the people prefer not to 
exploit them for timber. On the other hand, the 
Ejido administrators, like many tribal councils in 
the USA, are very much a part of the regional 
power network and are happily selling their hold- 
ings for stumpage and privilege. Also, incidents 
of pressure to sign away individual rights to forest 
holdings by the national indigenous institute 
(INI— Mexico's BIA) have been reported. 

A human rights activist in Chihuahua ex- 
plains, "The indigenous populations are the low- 
est link in a chain of social stratification where 
the flow of capital dictates power. The justice 
system, organization of production, and political 
organization belong to social structures foreign 
to the indigenous world." Five hundred years 
after the Spanish conquest they continue to be 
colonized. As Juan Gardea, a Raramuri from 
Guachochi says, "The Forest project will destroy 
the flora and fauna we need to survive." 

The project area has one of the highest 
degrees of diversity, measured by endemism, in 

continued on page 6 
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Battle Begins Over Mexican Spotted Owl Listing 

By Cruz Smith 


The US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has 
proposed to list the Mexican spotted owl as a 
Threatened species throughout its range (South- 
west high elevation forests) but refuses to desig- 
nate critical habitat. That wouldn't be "prudent" 
it claims, because it wouldn't be "beneficial" to 
the owl. After all, a species reduced to 2,160 
individuals by the relentless logging of old 
growth forests doesn't need critical habitat! 
These guys have been drinking bad coffee and 
cream-ora in their government issue double- 
wides for too long. But don't worry (???) Sierra 
Club Legal Defense Fund is gonna sue the bas- 
tards. The real work starts after they win, though, 
because you can bet that Manny's Meanies are 
going to try to get away with the lamest critical 
habitat proposal possible. So take this as an 
invitation to move to the rad-est ecosystem ever, 
to help save a slim, cool bird and even cooler 
forests. 

ILLEGAL DELAY DESTROYS 33,250 ACRES. 
The FWS completed the Mexican spotted owl 
Status Review five weeks prior to the 12 month 
due date for the listing decision. One week before 



the due date, the Regional Office strongly recom- 
mended listing. Yet his flatulence, Mannie 
"Noriega” Lujan, held up the listing proposal in 
Washington, DC for another 37 weeks. When 
finally published on November 4, 1991, the pro- 
posal to list was 36 weeks late, violating the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, Sec. 
4 (3) (B) and 50 CFR 424. 14(b) (3) . Not coinciden- 
tally, the delay (February 27, 1991 — November 4, 
1991) coincided nearly to the day with the South- 
west timber harvesting season. By illegally hold- 
ing up the proposal, Mount Graham Mannie 
allowed an extra year of logging to continue 
unabated — further endangering the existence of 
a species the FWS knew it would eventually have 
to list. So how many trees were murdered in 
those 36 weeks? The Freddies estimate that in the 
National Forests of New Mexico and Arizona 
alone, 41,800 acres of suitable Mexican spotted 
owl habitat were "disturbed" and 33,250 acres 
were mauled to the point of being unable to 
support Mexican spotted owls at all (Fletcher 
1990). Freddy didn't include crucial owl habitat 
destroyed by logging in the National Forests of 
Colorado and Utah, Bureau of Livestock and 
Mining (BLM) lands, state lands, private lands, 
and Indian reservations. 

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT TRASHED. 
The stated purpose of the Endangered Species Act 
is to "provide a means whereby the ecosystems 
upon which endangered species and threatened 
species depend maybe conserved" (Section 2(b)). 
To this end, Congress provided for the routine 
designation of critical habitat, "to the maximum 
extent prudent and determinable" (Section 
4(a)(3)). In implementing the Act, however, the 
FWS has repeatedly flaunted Congressional in- 
tent when critical habitat threatens to disrupt the 
Industrial Machine's food supply. In too many 
cases, it has designated critical habitat only after 
being sued and ordered to do so by the court. The 
northern spotted owl is a case in point; the 
Mexican spotted owl is headed that way fast. 

Designation of critical habitat adds a level of 
protection not otherwise available to species 
(such as the Mexican spotted owl) threatened by 
habitat destruction or modification. These spe- 
cies are protected not only by provisions that 
apply to all listed species, but are further pro- 
tected by a set of provisions that apply only to 


designated critical habitat. 

The FWS agrees that the biological concept 
of "critical habitat" and the protection afforded it 
by the Act are essential to the conservation of the 
Mexican spotted owl, but they claim that critical 
habitat itself, as a legal entity, is superfluous. 

"Ultimately, survival and recovery of the 
Mexican spotted owl depends on realizing that 
even small increments of habitat loss, if allowed 
to continue, will jeopardize the species. There- 
fore, any significant habitat alteration that will 
affect the ability of the habitat to provide the 
primary constituent elements necessary to en- 
sure survival and recovery of the Mexican spotted 
owl must be avoided. 


These guys have been drinking 
bad coffee and cream-ora in 
their government issue 
double-wides for too long. 


To assure the availability of adequate habitat 
in the future, this protection strategy will have to 
be applied equally to occupied suitable habitat, 
unoccupied suitable habitat and presently un- 
suitable habitat that is capable of becoming suit- 
able in the future. Because the formal designa- 
tion of critical habitat would provide no addi- 
tional benefit to the Mexican spotted owl 
through the Section 7 consultation process be- 
yond that provided by listing per se, it is not 
prudent to make such a designation" (56CFR 
56353). In other words, they argue that their 
protection of the owl will be so exacting that they 
needn't bother formally protecting the owl's 
habitat. 

FWS is trying to get away with saying that 
its visionary implementation of the jeopardy 
standard — its proposed strict protection of the 
owl — will cover absolutely everything normally 
covered by the critical habitat standard, so there- 
fore, ipso dipso, critical habitat is not necessary. 
In fact, it's "not beneficial" and therefore the 
FWS doesn't have to designate it. Got that??? In 
essence it is duplicating by policy those provisions 
of the Endangered Species Act which were sup- 


World Bank-Sierra Madre Occidental, continued 


Mexico. Southern Durango has one of the high- 
est endemism rates in North America. (In 
Southern Durango, nine foot diameter trees are 
feeding area mills.) There are over 7,000 vascular 
plants in the region. Almost 1,000 are endemic. 
One fourth of the 2,705 species of Asteraceae 
(sunflower family) are endemic here as well. 

An endemic frog and fish species are 
threatened by river siltation from intensive log- 
ging. Scientists have not studied the species' 
reproductive status or geographical distribution. 

Money from the World Bank loan has been 
targeted for studies of endangered and threat- 
ened species. Studies are underway for the thick- 
billed parrot and Mexican gray wolf (among 
others), species that can serve as indicators for 
general ecosystem health. The studies, however, 
are not scheduled to be finished for up to five 
years, just as the first phase of the destruction is 
scheduled for completion. Some studies will be 
nothing more than compilations of old data by 
people with little or no field experience. 

The grizzly bear is almost extinct in the 
region, although it still exists in a protected area 
of the Sierra. Bighorn sheep, jaguar, tufted jay, 
Apache goshawk and Mexican spotted owl sur- 
vive in limited numbers; other rare critters in- 
clude ocelot, imperial woodpecker, pacific para- 
keet and bura deer. The Mexican gray wolf, of 
which there are "officially" just 44 individuals 
remaining (all in captivity) may still be present in 
the Sierra Madre Occidental. 

The region is obviously important. Yet, no 
comprehensive compilation of information on 


the plant and animal species in the project area 
exists . One U ni versity of T exas Botanist collected 
four plants new-to-science and 30 other plants 
endemic to the region in a small tract of pine-oak 
forest in one three-hour period. 

Given the large diversity of trees in the 
mixed pine-oak forests (at least 14 pines and over 
30 oak species), the steep slopes and thin soils, 
intensive logging will cause major 
erosion. Regeneration of a native mix 
of trees is unlikely. The risks for some 
native trees, such as Picea, Abies and 
Pseudotosuga family members, are 
great. These trees grow in small iso- 
lated populations that once cut will 
probably become extinct in the Sierra 
Madre. The forest mosaic of season- 
ally fruiting trees, needed for the 
survival of many animals will be dis- 
rupted. Because of the range in el- 
evations and weather patterns, cer- 
tain regional areas provide food, 
seeds, nuts and fruit when food isn't 
available elsewhere. Logging could 
therefore eliminate the feeding 
places for animals long enough to 
starve them to death. 

From the Sierra Madre Occiden- 
tal flow many large rivers: Yaqui, 

Fuerte, Mayo, Conchos. Most of the 
region's rivers have been affected by 
previous and current forest practices, 
increased siltation and altered flow, 


as well as by dams for water collection and hydro- 
electric facilities, irrigation, sawmill effluent and 
the large floods of '90-91 in Sinaloa state. The 
Sirupa (aka Rio Arios) and other tributaries to the 
Rio Yaqui have experienced fish kills as a result of 
sawmill waste. 

The Rio Conchos is by far the largest tribu- 
tary to the Rio Grande. Rio Conchos at times 
provides the only flow to the Rio Grande at their 
confluence. Rio Conchos is the major source of 




Spotted Owl, continued 


Big Bend 


posed to be guaranteed by law. Now we're not 
great fans of the law (neither is Mannie, by the 
way), but the law is clear, stable, and can be 
enforced, while agency policy is vague, almost 
impossible to enforce, and subject to change at 
any time. 

The Mexican spotted owl is not the only 
species threatened by the US Squish the Wildlife 
Service; critical habitat can be taken away from 
any listed species at any time. If this latest attack 
on the integrity of the Endangered Species Act is 
allowed to go through, it will set a precedent that 
could send critical habitat the way of the passen- 
ger pigeon. 

HELP! The Mexican spotted owl, like the 
ancient forests of the Southwest, has not received 
near the attention that the northern spotty and 
its damp, dreary forests have. There is basically 
no ancient forest infrastructure down here. The 


Greater Gila Biodiversity Project (GGBP) and the 
Friends of the Owls, however, are starting an abso- 
lutely massive campaign to save the forests of the 
Southwest. In particular, we're launching a big-time 
spotted owl defense project to see that critical habitat 
gets designated, and is extensive enough to save the 
last shards of old growth habitat remaining in this 
ecotone-under-seige. We need help! 

I'm lame: Write Field Supervisor, USFWS, Ecological 
Services Field Office, 3530 Pan American Highway 
NE, Suite D, Albuquerque, NM 87107 demanding 
that critical habitat be designated. The comment 
period ends March 3, 1992. 

I'm kind of spent: send more money than you can 
afford to GGBB POB 12835, Albuquerque, NM 87195 
I'm slim and cool: unplug your fax machine, strap 
your Tipi to the Subaru, turn left at Orem, and head 
for the Southwest immediately. Bring good beer but 
leave the wheat grass at home. 



water for Big Bend National Park and the Texas 
Big Bend Ranch Natural Area, providing over 
75% of the Rio Grande flow. 

The World Bank's environmental policy 
states that the World Bank "will not finance 
projects that could significantly harm the envi- 
ronment of a neighboring country without the 
consent of that country." However, as of Novem- 
ber 1990, there was no consultation between 
Mexico and the USA about the Rio Conchos, as is 
required bythe 1983 bilateral "La Paz" agreement 
between Mexico and the USA. The La Paz agree- 
ment provides for consultation on projects that 
could affect the border region. The EPA is respon- 
sible to oversee this agreement for the USA. 

World Bank funding for pulpmills raises 
additional water quality issues. Pulpmill dis- 
charge into rivers will have serious effects. De- 
spite all of this, the World Bank doesn't appear 
interested in monitering water quality or flows of 
these rivers that it well surely degrade. 

According to the 30-page project evaluation 
done by the Texas Center for Policy Studies, 
November 1990, the World Bank — SARH forestry 
project is "violating or will violate all the World 
Bank's stated project objectives except for the 
increasing of timber production." The project is 
"based on overly optimistic assumptions. More- 
over, the project [will not replace] the logging 
that has caused problems in the past” and "pro- 
vides funds for new harvesting while past 
[abuses] continue. Thus, cumulative impacts are 
increasing [and] some of the most important 
potential impacts of the project have not been 
anticipated by the World Bank." 

"We just don't agree with that," explained World 


Bank Project Director William Beattie. 

This project amounts to disastrous. Do 
something! Call the Mexican tourism hotline 1- . 
800-262-8900 and give'em a piece of your mind 
about wolves, grizzlies and native rights. Write of 
visit the Mexican Government Board of Tourism 
nearest you: they are located in Los Angeles, CA, 
Houston, TX, Coral Gables, FL, Chicago, IL, New 
York, NY, and Washington, DC. 

Write livid letters of raging protest to: Sena- 
tor Patrick Leahy (VT), Chairman, Senate Appro- 
priations Subcommittee on Foreign operations; 
Rep. David Obey (WI) Chairman, House Appro- 
priations Subcommittee on Foreign Operations; 
and your local Congressional delegation: Tell 'em 
that since the World Bank's largest financier is 
the good oT USA, the World Bank — SARH For- 
estry Development Project should be carried out 
under US standards and that the project must be 
halted immediately until an EIS is done for each 
endangered species and critical habitat areas are 
determined, demarcated and protected by road 
closures and law enforcement to combat illegal 
poaching and logging. Also, no pulping of oaks 
which are critical for feeding wildlife. Refores- 
tation efforts should include all 14 species of 
pine, not just the four species that are commer- 
cially viable. More addresses are: President 
Salinas-Gotari, Palacio Nacional, Mexico City, 
Mexico; Patrick Coady, US Executive Director, 
World Bank Treasury Dept., Washington, DC 
20220; Binswanger, Country Dept. II World 
Bank; 1818 H St. NW, Washington, DC 20433. 
Also you can call the EPA and tell 'em to enforce 
the La Paz agreement: 1-800-438-2474. 


The sky here is so thickly spread with light 
(the air is thin and rainless), single stars 
and constellations that I once could find 

are dimmed or lost. My lover loves this hard 
and fierce geometry of rock. In sun, 
the butte we're on could throw a jag of dark 

a mile wide or bum with color, stun 
the sky with orange, ochre, rose. 

My lover says that once the desert's cut 

or touched too hard, its healing is slow 
(no kudzo floods to hide or fill a space). 

It keeps its scars. They deepen and erode. 

My lover tells me I am like this place. 

I tell him what I miss: the slap of leaves 
on skin and air that's like a damp embrace. 

He says he had forgotten how to breathe. 

I lose my lover here. The shart-edged land, 
the sharp-edged night are things he wants to 
keep. 

I seek to claim him back with urgent hands. 
— Marisa de los Santos 


Hunt Eco-terrorism 
Theme Continues 

(from AZ Game & Fish) 

The Earth EirstI publication may have moved 
to another state, but it is still espousing the same old 
theme — eco-terrorists disguising themselves as 
hunter to shoot livestock, said Arizona Game and 
Fish officials. 

"The Earth Firstlers are now publishing out of 
Montana rather than Arizona and their message has 
gotten more subtle, but it is clear the intent of one 
article in the November edition is to have terrorists 
pose as hunters to shoot cattle on public lands," said 
Game and Fish Deputy Director Tom Spalding. 

"While the article never comes right out and 
says, 'Go shoot cattle' like an article in their publi- 
cation did last year, the massage is only thinly 
disguised. The article mentions shooting 'non- 
desirable four-legged species,' and 'all-season 
hunting.' There are even poems about shooting 
game wardens, hunters and cows with a post script 
'P.S. ...and for heaven's sake, don't shoot any Game 
Wardens or hunters!"' Spalding pointed out. 

Public information Officer Rory Aikens said 
that last year, the Earth Firstlers claimed the article 
about shooting cattle was only done in fun and that 
they were not telling people to go out and shoot 
cattle. 

"I'm sure that this year, because they were 
more subtle about it, they will claim that the article 
is not even about shooting cattle. The article is not 
that thinly disguised." 

"No matter what your beliefs, shooting cattle 
is just plain wrong. Even advocating such illegal acts 
is an affront to the true environmentalists who are 
working hard within the system to effect need 
changes. The system may not be perfect, but acts of 
terrorism are counter-productive," Aikens said. 

Spalding pointed out that the article goes to 
great lengths to explain what caliber weapons can 
be used because they are difficult to trace and what 
types of bullets to use which the forensic experts 
can't trace. 

"This is just an extension of the animal rights 
movement. Those are the same people who waht to 
take the turkeys off your Thanksgiving table, ani- 
mals out of zoos and even dogs off leashes. Anti- 
hunting is just one of their tenets," Spalding said. 

Spalding advised hunters, cattlemen and oth- 
ers enjoying the outdoors to keep their eyes open for 
suspicious activities on public lands where there are 
cattle. He added that the article is part of on-going 
hunter harassment efforts. "If you see anything 
suspicious out there, or if you see suspected hunter 
harassment taking place, call operation Game Thief 
at 1-800-352-0700." 

Spalding added that fortunately, as far as the 
department can tell no one posing as a hunter has 
actually gone out and shot any cattle. 

"But that's not to say it hasn't occurred or 
won't occur. We just do not have any direct evi- 
dence. In fact, the obvious intent of the Earth First! 
article is to inform their readers how to perform such 
dastardly acts while leaving as little evidence as 
possible," Spalding said. 
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Endangered Natives: Longleaf Pine Forests and 


Sherman's Fox Squirrel 


By Joanne Duffy 

The longleaf pine forest, once the most 
abundant forest type in Florida, is endangered ( de 
facto) along with its dependent wildlife species, 
the Florida mouse, pocket gopher, gopher tor- 
toise, red-cockaded woodpecker, and Sherman's 
fox squirrel. Historically 60-70 million acres, or 
60%, of the Southeastern Coastal Plain was cov- 
ered by the longleaf pine community; by 1936 
7.6 million remained, and today there are just 
0.95 million acres, or 2% of the historical total. 

The Sherman's fox squirrel ( Sciurus niger 
shermani) is the largest of the three subspecies 
found in Florida. Adults weigh 900-1200g, aver- 
age 600-700mm in total length. Their pelage 
color ranges from all black to all tan . The squirrel's 
most common color phase is tan, with the top of 
its head usually black and its ears and nose white 


Historically 60 to 70 million 
acres of the Southeastern 
Coastal Plain was covered by 
the longleaf pine community; 
today there are just 0.95 mil- 
lion acres, or under 2% of the 
historical total 


or tan. Sherman's is endemic to northern pen- 
insular Florida, east of the Suwannee River and 
north of Lake Okeechobee. 

Except for reproductive activity, fox squir- 
rels are largely solitary. This solitary behavior, 
along with characteristically small population 
sizes and large home ranges, probably reflects the 
relatively meager and variable resource base of 
the pine/oak forests. It appears that food supplies 
are a critical limiting factor for fox squirrels of the 
Coastal Plain. They feast on an assortment of 
plant and animal materials including pine cones, 
acorns, nuts, bulbs, vegetative buds, staminate 
cones, hypogeous and epigeous fungi and in- 
sects. 

Fox squirrels are large and mobile. Impor- 
tant in considering habitat is the structure, age, 
diversity and size of the habitat, which must be 
adequate to supply food and nesting materials as 
well as more subtle survival requirements ( e.g . 
gopher tortoise holes for cover, tree cavities for 
shelter, mating, and rearing young). 

In north-central Florida these conditions are 
met in the longleaf pine/turkey oak sandhills, 
although the squirrel may also be found in other 
open pine forest, mixed pine/hardwood forests 
and in ecotones involving the above. When the 
squirrel's preferred sandhill resource base is de- 
pleted (e.g. by clearcuts, mast failure, or devastat- 
ing fires) it may be forced to occupy cypress 
swamps, hardwood hammocks, sand pine scrub, 
and bay swamps. Scientists have not documented 
the viability and reproductive potential of fox 
squirrels in these secondary habitats have not 
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been documented. 

Only stands with large mature trees seem to 
provide adequate food supplies and nesting sites. 
Because of the fox squirrel's large size, it can 
exploit the large and nutritious longleaf cones, 
then quickly traverse across the ground to the 
next tree. 

Because of the low diversity of pines and 
oaks within the sandhill community, a failure of 
both crops two years in a row can be disastrous to 
resident fox squirrels if they are confined to a 
limited area. 

THREATS Habitat degradation and de- 
struction for agriculture, silviculture, and urban- 
ization are the major threats to the Sherman's fox 
squirrel. Much of the remaining suitable habitat 
is becoming fragmented and isolated to the point 
that even a relatively large, mobile mammal like 
the Sherman's fox squirrel finds it hard to dis- 
perse and to maintain sufficiently large popula- 
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tions to retain long-term viability. Road mortal- 
ity may also be significant in some areas as the 
longleaf pine/turkey oak communities become 
increasingly fragmented and remaining fox 
squirrel populations find it more difficult to dis- 
perse in times of mast failure or habitat destruc- 
tion without crossing any highways. Further 
habitat degradation of longleaf pine/turkey oak 
communities occurs when man excludes fire from 
this fire-adapted ecosystem. Furthermore, hard- 
wood invasion is frequently followed by the 
hardwood-competitive gray squirrel (5. 
carolinensis). Gray squirrel populations occur at 
a higher density than fox squirrel populations, 
which then establish a prey base for predators 
that may in turn take fox squirrels. Predation by 
domestic dogs may be important in some areas, 
as fox squirrels are relatively slow and easy to 
catch. 

Another threat to the fox squirrel might be 
their continued status as a game animal. The fox 
squirrel's characteristically low rate of reproduc- 
tion, low recruitment of breeders, and high rate 
of mortality combine to produce a very low and 
unpredictable available population of squirrels 
from year to year. As fox squirrel habitat becomes 
smaller, more fragmented, and more degraded, 
hunting pressure could conceivably extirpate 
small remaining populations and thereby threaten 
the species' survival. 

Incidental take by sportsmen hunting other spe- 
cies of game might be another deleterious effect 
of hunting. 

Finally, the Florida Game and Freshwater 
Fish Commission has announced that in order to 
determine the likelihood of the Sherman fox 
squirrel's future survival, it must kill 72 of them. 
It insists this will not harm the population, though 
studies find the squirrel to be "rare to absent" in 
Florida. "I can't see any biological impact in what 


we're doing," said John Wooding, biologist for 
FGFFC. 

RECOVERY The fox squirrel's recovery 
potential is low due to its low reproduction and 
recruitment rate. The squirrel's preferred habitat, 
the longleaf pine/wiregrass sandhills, have a po- 
tential for recovery if the ground cover of wiregrass 
and its associated herbs are relatively intact (lon- 
gleaf pine can be replanted, wiregrass and many 
herbs cannot) and if a natural fire regime is 
initiated. 

HABITAT PROTECTION Habitat protec- 
tion for the Sherman's fox squirrel involves stop- 
ping any more degradation (e.g. by logging, 
habitat fragmentation, and fire exclusion with its 
associated hardwood and gray squirrel invasion) 
of the Sherman's fox squirrel's preferred habitat, 
the mature longleaf pine/turkey oak sandhill 
community. 

Land-use restrictions (buffer zones) around 
protected populations, and protecting the habi- 
tat between protected populations (wildlife corri- 
dors), are equally important. 

Throughout Florida a system of wildlife 
corridors and buffer zones connecting both town 
and country, protected and unprotected land 
needs to be promoted. 

The fox squirrel might fare best given a 
mosaic of habitats. The habitat represented should 
be predominantly pine/oak but also include large 
areas of edge, some open land and access to 
bottomland. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: The Fish and Wildlife 
Service has stated that biological evidence indi- 
cates that listing is warranted, but is precluded by 
other actions of priority. Federal and State 
Threatened status should be pursued. 

WRITE: John Turner, Director, 1849CSTNW, US 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, DC 20240 

Land-use restrictions, acquisition, restora- 
tion, and management of longleaf pine/turkey 
oak sandhills to mimic pre-Columbian conditions 
of the historic mature sandhill communities are 
all needed to insure the fox squirrel's survival. 
The largest remaining intact longleaf pine/ 
wiregrass forests in Florida are in Florida's National 
Forests, where logging should be halted. WRITE: 
Steve Fitch, National Forests in Florida, 227 N. 
Bronough St. Suite 4061, Tallahassee, FL 32301 

Given the detrimental affect hunting is be- 
lieved to have on fox squirrels, it should be 
stopped pending verification of population size. 
WRITE: Col. Robert M. Brantly, Executive Direc- 
tor, Game & Fresh Water Fish Commission 620 S. 
Meridan St. Tallahassee, FL 32399 

For more info contact FL EF!, POB 13864, 
Gainesville, FL 32604 (Bibliography available). 


who 

took the dream 
of the land 

who 

staked down "private property" 
through the soul of the deer 

who 

diverted streams 
cleared forests 
burned fields 

i 

seek to know 
my own name 

i 

seek to know 
why 

after all that i have done 
to hurt her 

does the Mother continue 
to embrace 

— Charlie mehrhoff 
(for j.s.) 
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Playing God in Puddletown 


by Francis Marion 

In the early weeks of 1992, the city that 
sprawls where Stumptown once stood has played 
host to a series of hearings that might have made 
Franz Kafka laugh. 

The likely victims of these torturously com- 
plex proceedings in Portland, Oregon cannot 
comprehend, much less defend, the crimes of 
which they are accused. A species is on trial for 
holding up progress. The survival of the million- 
year traditions of ancient forest ecosystems 
hangs in the balance against millions of dollars of 
annual profits. 

Owls and forests have held up the march of 
progress. If convicted, they will be exterminated, 
killed beyond re- 
incarnation. 

Some 
plump, pale men 
with the soft 
shine of power 
conduct the 
government's 
case against it- 
self. They decide 
what testimony 
the government 
will submit. 

They tell the gov- 
ernment lawyers 
for each side 
which arguments 
they will use, and 
which to ignore. 

They tell the 
judge what the 
law is, what it 
means, and 
which facts are 
evidence. 

This is the 
God Squad. It 
has stepped into 
the middle of the 
Northwest's tim- 
ber wars, the 
country's most 
complex and 
contentious en- 
vironmental issue. 

"God Squad" is the popular name for the 
Endangered Species Committee. The cabinet- 
level panel was created by Congress to review 
requests for exemptions from the protections 
granted to species listed as threatened or endan- 
gered under the Endangered Species Act. It is the 
sole body, beyond Congress itself, which may 
legally decide that a federal program is worth 
more than a species' existence. 

In simple terms, the question before the God 
Squad this winter is whether the federal Bureau of 
Land Management will be permitted to sell 44 
timber sales in southwest Oregon over the objec- 
tions of the US Fish and Wildlife Service. 

The Oregon Congressional delegation's at- 
tempt to bulldoze a final solution to the question 
by creating a special inter-agency panel resulted 
in the revolutionary Thomas plan, and they've 
been trying to wiggle out from under it ever since. 
The Forest Service is under injunction again to 
come up with a good plan, and can sell no 
Ancient Forest timber sales until it does. - 

When the BLM "consulted" with FWS on 
the 44 proposed sales, the wildlife biologists who 
reviewed the sales found they would jeopardize 
the continued survival of the northern spotted 
owl. 

By rejecting BLM's timber sales the, FWS 
began a two-tiered attack on an agency that has 
steadfastly resisted enormous pressure to bring 
its practices out of the 1940's and into, say, the 
mid 1960's. 

On one level, the level of immediate biologi- 
cal reality with which the actually existing popu- 
lation of owls must cope, FWS biologists found 
that the BLM's proposed sales would further 
fragment a part of Oregon's Coast Range that is 
already heavily clearcut but must still provide 


"dispersal habitat" — i.e. adequate canopy cover — 
to young owls leaving their homes in the remain- 
ing old-growth forest islands to find new places to 
live. 

But on the level of policy and program, FWS's 
rejection of BLM's sales was a way of calling 
bullshit on the BLM's absolute refusal to adopt a 
scientifically credible conservation plan for the 
threatened species. Where the Forest Service has 
announced that it will not violate the so-called 
Jack Ward Thomas plan for the conservation of 
spotted owls, the BLM will proceed with a varia- 
tion it has dubbed the Jamison Plan. Under this 
plan, the BLM will not log the remaining islands of 
old growth that the Thomas Plan would designate 
as "Habitat Conservation Areas," — at least until it 

can figure out a 
good excuse like 
fire or insect sal- 
vage or "creating 
owl habitat" — but 
will continue to get 
its timber quota 
out of all the lands 
between the re- 
serves. 

The case being ar- 
gued is anything 
but normal. For 
one thing, the 
USFWS and BLM— 
sister agencies of 
the US Department 
of the Interior — are 
the legal adversar- 
ies in the case. En- 
vironmental 
groups have inter- 
vened on the side 
of the FWS, while 
the timber indus- 
try and its front 
groups have inter- 
vened for the BLM. 
Meanwhile, the 
system is collaps- 
ing, and the timber 
industry needs 
someone to blame 
it on. The old 
timber economy is eroding before its workers eyes, 
and industry and the politicians and union bosses 
who serve its interests need something to blame 
other than the relentless pursuit of profit that's 
gonna make America great again someday. And by 
blaming the environmental movement and their 
goddamn spotted owl for the worst effects of the 
inevitable demise of old-growth dependent tim- 
ber jobs, the industry can ride an anti-environ- 
mental backlash of their own construction, per- 
haps even to the point of destroying existing 
environmental law in the face of overwhelming 
pro-environment public sentiment. 

Effective environmentalists are a problem be- 
cause they're costing companies a lot of potential 
profits, but there's another level to the problem 
that the environmental movement poses for 
American business. Though the major national 
groups remain committed to incremental reform 
and the maintenance of present power relations in 
American society, the large and growing environ- 
mental sentiment in the US public is a spike aimed 
at the very heart of business-as-usual consumer 
society. If it continues to mature, it will change the 
way we live: and that threatens to rob the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of the hegemony it thought it 
had achieved with the fall of state socialism in 
Asia. 

Regardless of the impact that the 44 timber 
sales might have on the Southern Oregon timber 
economy, the most important implication of the 
God Squad's decision may well be for the Endan- 
gered Species Act itself. The ESA is up for 
reauthorization this year in Congress. The timber 
industry and its allies will quash any moves to 
tighten up the provisions of the Act, and are 
expected to make a strong push to greatly weaken 
the act. 

They will have bipartisan and multistate sup- 


port in their attempts. Already, politicians like 
Oregon's Senator Bob Packwood have pro- 
claimed to timber industry rallies their inten- 
tion to work for repeal or revision of the ESA this 
year. More subtle minds, like Oregon's other 
Republican Senator, Mark Hatfield, have said 
that their support for the ESA in the near future 
will depend on whether or not the exemption 
"works," i.e. grants the BLM an exemption. In 
other words, Hatfield only supports an Endan- 
gered Species Act that doesn't protect anything 
we might be able to make money by destroying. 

Notwithstanding the purely vicious incli- 
nations of many western Senators and Repre- 
sentatives of both parties, the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act still enjoys considerable support. That's 
why they need a big, expensive disaster in the 
middle of the recession-cum-depression, to 
convince the public that endangered species 
protection is unworkable and too expensive. 
Besides, going on the offensive like this helps 
cut the already-fading chances that the national 
environmental movement might mount a 
strong push to strengthen the ESA and ensure 
that it is funded and enforced — so much for the 
direction we need to be moving. 

The hearings in Portland during the last 
three weeks of January are administrative hear- 
ings only: not a single member of the God Squad 
is present to hear the cross-examination of wit- 
nesses before administrative law judge Harvey 
Sweikert. Instead, the committee will base its 
decision — at least in theory — on the written 
record compiled over the course of the hearing. 
There are already substantial hints that the 
record may not be limited to the evidence 
brought before the judge, however. 

If industry is to stave off a major challenge 
to its present domination of the machinery of 
the State, it must somehow forestall translation 
of environmental concern into action even as it 
seeks to undermine, co-opt, and discredit the 
environmental movement over the long run. 

The results of this meeting of the God 
Squad may give us some hint of what we, the 
owl, and the many other shrinking biological 
communities can expect from our government 
and industries. Stay tuned. 


Oregon 

We hike the last of the old growth: 
thick-set spires of hemlock, 

Douglas fir and lodgepole pine, 
trees that dropped cones and needles 
long before the settling of Jamestown. 
My sister's first and older 

lover acts as our guide. Born here, 
he knows these trees and trails, 
these bright knifings of river. 

I watch his silences, 
his quick, keen eyes 

his fingers on the seamless, skin- 
smooth trunk of a madrone. I watch 
my sister struggle to belong to all this, 
to nothing nineteen years 
of Southeast living have prepared her for. 
She drinks the river 

down in hard gulps, crosses a slick trunk 

high above fast water. At night, 

her face is tired, is turned 

all to angles by the fire. Clearcuts — 

their battlefield bareness — 

make my sister cry. The man she loves 

has shown us yam-orange circles 

of fresh stumps and failed 

replantings: how certain 

timber trees, acres and acres 

of them — thin-barked, 

meant for lower altitudes— were killed — 

frozen to the heartwood — 

in the first night of sudden cold. 

— Marisa de los Santos 


Dick Business Enterprises 
POB 1166 
Boulder, CO 80306 

Senator Alan Simpson 

261 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Sir: 

As a member of the Colorado Chewable Air 
Campaign, I am writing to commend you for your 
diligent efforts to weaken the Clean Air Act in any 
way possible. 

We are about to embark on an ambitious public 
relations canpaign, targeted at the general image- 
conscious public. It will be entitled, "Denver's 
Tan Cloud, Be In It , " and will promote air 
pollution' s many health benefits . 

Among the benefits is the recent evidence put 
forth by a scientist that air full of minerals is 
actually a healthy thing; people can get their 
mimimum daily requirements of iron, lead, etc., 
without eating all of those wimpy green vegetables . 

So, push on! I have full confidence in your 
ability to maintain, and even increase, the opacity 
of our atmosphere, while protecting one of America' s 
greatest assets : profit . 

Very truly yours, 

Richard Wordsworth Business, III 

If you don't know Business, then you don't know Dick! 




Bye Bye to the Mt. Graham Red Squirrel 



By Abe Ringel 


Amid congressional porkbarrel 
lackadasia, US government-confessed 
fraud, judicial conflict of interest, and 
academic arrogance, the University of 
Arizona's proposed Mt. Graham tele- 
scope complex is moving right along. It 
appears that the telescope that nobody 
needs will be built. 

In 1988, Congress passed legislation 
to permit construction of the telescope on 
the summit of Mt. Graham in southeast- 
ern Arizona. It granted the University an 
exemption from the National Environ- 
mental Protection Act (NEPA), which re- 
quires careful consideration of biological 
and cultural values, and consideration of 
less destructive alternatives. And despite 
strong evidence that the project would 
hasten the extinction of the Mt. Graham 
Red Squirrel, the University spent over 
$1,000,000 arguing in court that the 
project should be exempt from the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA). 

On December 11, 1991, the San Francisco 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals gave the go-ahead 
to enable the University to build the telescope. 
Their reasoning was a curious mishmash of judi- 
cial ratification of congressional acceptance of 
admitted US Government fraud, chain-saw jus- 
tice, and legalistic conjecture. 

Judicial ratification of what? It seems that 
three US Fish and Wildlife Service employees 
admitted, under oath, that they broke the law and 
violated the Endangered Species Act in order to 
accommodate the proposed telescope construc- 
tion. Two of those, Lesley Fitzpatrick and Sam 
Spiller, claimed that they were coerced into doing 
so by their supervisor, an old Reagan lackey, 
Regional Director Michael Spear. Anyway, the 
results of their misdeeds were incorporated into 
the USFWS Biological Opinion, which made its 
way into the law passed by Congress to permit 
construction of the telescope. The Court said that 
the fact that the law was based on a pack of lies 
was none of its concern. After all, the law's the 
law in this fair land of liberty. 

Note: The Inspector General of the Depart- 
ment of Interior was asked to prosecute the three 
admitted lawbreakers. He said words to the effect 
of, "Nope! They ain't stole none of our money." 
This is the first example of chainsaw justice in a 
"through the looking glass" mode. 

Chainsaw Justice — Some More: An access 
road was being opposed in court. The road was 
built because one District Court Judge Alfred 
Marquez refused to schedule a hearing on a 
timely basis. The eminent jurist, it turned out, 
was a long-standing contributor to University 
programs, and is a buddy of the University's 
former Chancellor Koffler. The two viewed many 
a football game from the University's box until it 
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was brought to light by some terroristic activists, 
at which point the two went underground. The 
esteemed Judge once actually withdrew from a 
University-related case, presumably for possible 
conflict of interest. The Appeals Court was "dis- 
mayed" at Judge Marquez' failure to do the right 
thing, but ruled, in effect, that life's life. The 
road's already there so what the hell. Boys will be 
boys. Let's just forget about it. (Our question at 
this point is, "Who owns which judge?") 

• Legal Conjecture: The Court ruled that as 
far as they could tell, Congress had intended to 
exempt the telescope project from the ESA, the 
NFMA (National Forest Management Act), and 
NEPA. That's not a reasonable assumption since 
it's doubtful that more than a handful of those 
august legislator knows what those danged 
things are, let alone any of their provisions. 
Moreover, the court castigated Congress for its 
legislative neglect and fuzziness in this matter. 
For some gory details, see below. 

To make a long story short, the Appeals 
Court sent a couple of things back to the District 
Court. Judge Marquez (we assume) was ordered 
to reexamine the compliance and effectiveness 
of some proposed mandatory monitoring pro- 
grams, and USFS compliance with some road 
closures, blah, blah, blah. Well, whom would 
you rather see up there, Marquez or Clarence 
Thomas? 

There's More: The Appellate Court criti- 
cized the way Congress went about its business. 
Certain matters were cited: 

— Senator John McCain of Arizona, who sup- 
ported the project in 1988 ("These telescopes will 
be built immediately. They can no longer be 
stalled by process, by litigation, or by whim."), 
opened his mind in 1990 ("I have always be- 
lieved that the Arizona-Idaho Conservation Act 
contemplated the possibility of re-initiation of 


consultation where new information 
has been found."). HarrrumphhH 
— Congress' decision to exempt the tele- 
scope from the ESA was fuzzy, as was the 
decision to exempt the project from the 
minimal viable population require- 
ments of the NFMA. 

— Congress held no committee hearings 
on the projects but should have done so 
with The House Merchant Marine and 
Fisheries Committee (Chairman, Walter 
P. Jones, D-NC), the House Subcommit- 
tee on Fisheries and Wildlife Conserva- 
tion (Chairman, Gerry Studds, D-MA), 
and the Senate Environment and Public 
Works Committee (Chairman Quentin 
Burdick, D-ND). 

Nobody wants the telescope. At 
least nobody in this country except the 
University of Arizona. Every North 
American partner has pulled out. These 
include Cal Tech, Harvard, Ohio State University, 
the University of Chicago, NASA, and the 
Smithsonian Institution. So why is the Univer- 
sity of Arizona so intent on seeing it go through 
when just about every other knowledgeable or- 
ganization in the land believes it to be useless, 
when it is biologically harmful, and when the 
enabling legislation is based on lies? Why has the 
University made itself the first American Univer- 
sity to spend public money to obtain an exemp- 
tion from environmental laws? 

If indeed Chairman Jones, Subcommittee 
Chairman Studds, Senator McCain and Senator 
Burdick were misled by University of Arizona 
administrators and lobbyists and by Executive 
Branch liars into supporting the proposed Mt. 
Graham project, why do these legislators con- 
tinue to deny their obligation to correct this 
historic error? Why do the legislators responsible 
for the Mt. Graham travesty continue to allow 
the perpetuation of a project based on fraud, and 
perpetuation of a project that sets the precedent 
for inappropriate circumvention of environmen- 
tal law? The ultimate decision, unfortunately, 
rests in the hands of Congress. 

Here's what you can do: 

— Get in touch with President Manuel Pacheco, 
University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ 85721, (602) 
621-5511. 

—Get in touch with your congresspeople. 

— Get in touch with McCain and DeConcini 
(both of AZ), Gerry Studds, 237 Cannon, Wash- 
ington, DC 205 15, Walter B. Jones, 241 Cannon, 
Washington, DC 20515, Senator Quentin 
Burdick, 511 Hart, Washington, DC 20510. Tell 
all of these people that you object to the use of 
public funds to avoid compliance with environ- 
mental laws, citing specifically the Mt. Graham 
Telescope. 



JUST A FEW MORE YEARS OF HESITATION AND THE ONLY TRACE 
OF THAT WILDERNESS WHICH HAS EXERTED SUCH A FUNDA- 
MENTAL INFLUENCE IN MOLDING AMERICAN CHARACTER WLL 
LIE IN THE MUSTY PAGES OF PIONEER BOOKS AND THE MUMBLING 
MEMORIES OF TOTTERING ANTIQUARIANS.... THERE IS JUST ONE 
HOPE OF REPULSING THE TYRANNICAL AMBITION OF CIVILIZA- 
TION TO CONQUER EVERY NICHE ON THE WHOLE EARTH. THAT 
HOPE IS THE ORGANIZATION OF SPIRITED PEOPLE WHO WILL 
FIGHT FOR THE FREEDOM OF THE WILDERNESS 

—BOB MARSHALL "THE PROBLEM OF WILDERNESS" SCIENTIFIC MONTHLY 
FEBRUARY 1930 
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The Dynamic Face of Activism 


By Mitch Friedman 

I used to encounter all my friends and wild- 
land compatriots sitting in front of bulldozers 
and hanging in trees. Now I see these old friends 
in Washington, DC. We dress in monkey suits 
and do the lobbying thing for forests, wildlands, 
and other causes. 

Washington, DC is 3,500 miles from my 
home in Bellingham, Washington. But the flight 
there seems to transport me several centuries; the 
two places are eras apart. I'm sure glad Columbus 
didn't land on the west coast. 

A trip to DC this past October put me in a 
mood to muse upon the reasons — as well as our 
prospects for success — in protecting sizable wild 
areas. 

While in DC I took a trip with a friend to the 
Great Dismal Swamp, a national wildlife refuge 
in eastern Virginia. Nice drive: the hardwoods all 
in autumn color. If we'd wanted to we could have 
driven and driven, until all those trees were again 
in bloom, without ever traveling the same road 
twice. I couldn't believe how many highways 
grid even the wooded and rural landscape of 
southern Virginia. 

I was looking forward to the Great Dismal 
Swamp. What a name! There are even tommigof 
snakes there. The Great Dismal is about 100,000 
acres, quite a big reserve by eastern US standards. 
The large Lake Drummond in the middle of the 
swamp reportedly is still fit to drink from. 

However, the Great Dismal has in times past 
been logged, and it bears scars from various 
attempts to drain it. In fact, some 200 years 
before I arrived on my Saturday drive, George 
Washington dug a damn channel through the 
area. This part of the inland waterway is littered 
with yachts and plastic jugs and other junk. 
Puma are, of course, extinct in the reserve. Dis- 
mal indeed. 

Columbus landed on the east coast, but the 
guy had built up some momentum. The tide of 
white invaders is still surging all the way out here 
in the far northwest part of the country, where I 
live now. My town is expected to grow 20 percent 
in population by year 2000. Some counties in 
Washington State are among the fastest growing 
in the nation. Our lowland forests are being 
converted to condos and rural two-lanes are 
expanded to four. While humans can't bring 
western Washington and eastern Virginia closer 
together in space, we are unfortunately closing 
the gap in time. 

In his 1990 book, The Good Rain, Timothy 
Egan labels the Northwest the "Pacific Nation." 
He believes that the people here are affected by 
our bold and majestic landscape and that we are 
somehow earthier than the rest of western civi- 


lized society. Perhaps; I sure feel out of place in 
Washington, DC. Egan thinks this Pacific Nation 
may protect what's left of the vitality of the land. 

I would like to think so. There remains here 
quite a bit of vitality worth protecting. Washing- 
ton State has large wild areas where to this day 
not a single native species has been extirpated. 
These areas have survived as much by virtue of 
their ruggedness and geographic impenetrability 
as by the grace of busy humans. Yet survive they 
have. And in fact these places are much appreci- 
ated by the public here, who perceive them as 
recreational and spiritual refugia. 

But how deep does this spirit run? My 
organization, the Greater Ecosystem Alliance, is 
advocating conservation of these areas in such a 
way that they will sustain biodiversity — all na- 
tive species and ecological processes — in the long 
term. That's different than the message most 
environmental groups have been sending to 
date. 

t We are the first major group in the state of 
Washington to work aggressively for recovery of 
grizzly bear and wolf populations, for instance. 
These positions have not been unanimously sup- 



ported even within the environmental and out- 
door recreation communities. Some people, it 
seems, are afraid of being eaten. The Daily Olym- 
pian, a newspaper published in Washington's 
capitol, has twice put the Greater Ecosystem 
Alliance in its "loser" column for our efforts to 
protect and restore native species to wild areas in 
the state. 

One of these columns described grizzly bears 
as "proven predators and killers," which the 
Olympian complained would thrive on the car- 
casses of Gortex-clad rockclimbers. There is no 
way, in the Olympian's opinion, to assure the 
protection of the "human population" should 
grizzlies recover to viable numbers in the North 
Cascades. Perhaps recreationists could join log- 
gers and miners on the endangered species list. 

This is deep stuff, and I believe that it has 
caused a lot of weekend environmentalists to 
think. Are the green areas on the map to be wild 
and unmanaged, or simply managed for hikes 

and views instead of 
timber? This issue goes 
to the heart of what true 
conservationists stand 
for. I believe in the free- 
dom of self-determina- 
tion for species and eco- 
sys terns — evolution 
unconstrained and 
undirected. 

The goal of pro- 
tecting native diversity 
and evolutionary po- 
tential is quite ambi- 
tious. In most parts of 
the country and the 
world it is perhaps too 
late, or will at least re- 
quire massive restora- 
tion efforts. Of course 
these efforts should be 
made, but the never- 
ending highways of 
eastern Virginia sym- 
bolize the enormity of 
the task. In the North- 
west, however, several 
largely intact wild areas 
can be supplemented 



and connected to result in a viable reserve sys- 
tem. While this will involve far more than is 
presently being considered for spotted owl and 
even wild salmon protection, the result would be 
of much greater value. 

But an understanding of what wild areas are 
for is absolutely essential. The editors of the 
Olympian are today no more able to see the 
North Cascades or Monashees as something 
more than a mountain playground than was 
George Washington able to understand the non- 
transportation values of the Great Dismal Swamp 
200 years. As long as such mindsets prevail, the 
world will be lost. 

It may seem undignified for the righteous 
Earth Warrior to engage in officious discussion 
(lobbying) rather than direct action. A lot of us 
are today leading lives that we never would have 
anticipated while looking down from tree plat- 
forms a few years back. Speaking for myself, my 
goals and commitment have not changed, so 
why would my tactics? 

Believe me, the changes haven't brought me 
love or money. My time in the wilderness is less, 
my stress level is higher. My days are spent in 
front of computers or on phones, rather than in 
high-adrenalin confrontation. From any per- 
sonal criteria, my EF! organizing days were much 
more satisfying. 

Am I more effective now in working towards 
my goals? For short-term objectives, I have to say 
"yes." For larger and loftier goals — say those 
relative to the dominant paradigm, industrial 
civilization, and the ultimate fate of the planet — 
I really don't know. I have skills and abilities now 
that I didn't have years ago. These offer me 
different opportunities to have impact. At the 
heart of it, I'm too pragmatic to forsake these 
opportunities for reasons of purity or rhetoric. 

During the last seven years, the period over 
which I've devoted my full-time to environmen- 
tal issues, we have made small gains and suffered 
great losses. I'm skeptical of anyone who dis- 
counts either. Looking specifically at Northwest 
forest issues, we've accomplished far more than 
we dreamed we would, though it still isn't 
enough. We succeeded through efforts in courts, 
Congress, and the woods. 

In planetary issues in general, we sometimes 
prevail on those factors within our control, but 
we fail to impact anything beyond our control 
(such as population growth, world trade, human 
ethics and animosities, industrial civilization). Is 
that news to anyone? What I'm getting at is that, 
when it comes to Earth-saving strategies, I've not 
encountered anyone who really has all their 
ducks in a row. Those who presume to have their 
ducks in a row are full of it. 

So I, as one of the underdogs in the battle for 
biodiversity, will continue to be pragmatic. I will 
pursue opportunities as they arise and hope for 
the best. I will not allow grandiose delusions 
generated from within my skull restrain me from 
doing what appears effective at the time, be it 
direct action, fundraising, education, timber sale 
appeals, or dog-forbid, congressional lobbying. 
That is the best I can do. 

So I'll continue to lobby in DC to protect 
from loggers and developers what the politicians 
will yield. That's an important, though admit- 
tedly narrow, part of our battle. But I still see the 
role of conservationists (including myself) as the 
articulators of and fighters for a greater vision: 
The vision that the natural world has meaning 
beyond that which humans gave it, and direction 
more important than that in which humans 
would steer. I stand for wild. 
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British Columbia Betrayed 

By Sydney Haskell * 


The political situation in BC's forests has 
turned from anguish to hope, and then into 
shock and disgust as the New Democratic Party 
government (which we supported into power at 
the last election) has turned its election promises 
and "values" into lies of betrayal. 

We based our trust on the reasonable expec- 
tations that Premier Mike Harcourt, whose party 
had courted the environmental movement for 
years, could be expected to keep his word to spare 
sensitive areas from logging, and to include the 
public in the decision-making process. He made 
these statements in front of network TV cameras. 

The first "promise" was made on October 11 
at approximately 4 PM. I asked him, "Premier 
Harcourt, the Social Credit Party (previous gov- 
ernment) has placed the logging industry in most 
every controversial area in the province. What 
will you do immediately upon being elected?" 
Harcourt responded that 
he would immediately in- 
struct the companies to 
"log around contentious 
areas." However, nothing 
happened, and clearcuts 
and road building contin- 
ued in the Walbran, 

Nahmint, Clayoquot, 

Laska, and Hasty Water- 
sheds while environmen- 
talists waited, expecting 
action soon, not wanting 
to "rock the boat" and piss 
the leaders off. 

The second and third 
levels of betrayal regarded 
logging plans which the 
previous Social Credit 
government had stalled 
on passing prior to the 
election, as approval of 
the plans would commit 
the land base to five more 
years of destructive log- 
ging, and the Social Credit 
party did not want to deal with this prior to an 
election.. Prior to being elected, Harcourt had 
stated that he would "deal the public in." His 
half-baked Minister of Forestry, Dan Miller, went 
on to approve a transfer of timber rights from a 
multinational to a provincial-based clearcutter. 
Seventy-five million dollars passed between the 
companies. Environmental confidence was 
dropping. During this period, I faxed letters to 
the cabinet, giving them a drift of what it might 
look like if they betrayed us. They seem to have 
made their choice, finishing it off with the sign- 
ing of the plans for one-third of Vancouver Island 
with no consultation or inclusion of environ- 
mental values, and the loss of options to make a 
real difference where the promise of "changes" 
could be translated into "new forestry" sub- 
stance. 

Miller has stated that decisions will be made 
on the controversial Walbran in January and in 
the fall for Carmanah. On June 13 of 1989, 
Harcourt had criticized the Social Credit govern- 
ment for not having appointed an independent 
commission to make the decision on Carmanah. 
It appears that power and influence have 
changed the need for "independence" over these 
extremely important areas. 

Prior to politics, Miller was an IWA represen- 
tative, suggesting that a conflict of interest is 
showing up in his decision making. The real 
question is whether the government is totally 
behind these indiscretions made during the holi- 
day season, or if this man is a maverick running 
off on his own. When the trees start falling, 
Miller and this government will come under 
extreme pressure, far more than last year, but we 
can not afford to lose. There is not enough forest 
or time. We will act now to make the fate of these 
Temperate Rainforests an international issue. 

A group of committed individuals is orga- 
nizing to march for two weeks from the Walbran 
through various logging communities down to 
the legislative buildings in Victoria. The design is 
to facilitate communication and support for 
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common ground between the people of these 
threatened communities and the environmen- 
talists, neither of whom need the multinational 
corporations running our provincial forests. This 
will take place between February 8th and Febru- 
ary 20th of this year. Everyone is invited. 

These forests belong to the world rather 
than to a few individuals in logging communi- 
ties. We require a structure and strategy so that 
people across the world can express their com- 
mitment to protecting the biology of the temper- 
ate rainforest which spreads along the Pacific 
coast from Chile to Alaska. I suggest a rotating 
hunger fast, whereby individuals, within the 
privacy of their own lives, could fast every second 
day, (or more if they wished) as a conservation 
statement. This would then be translated into a 
media campaign by registering their "action" 
through phoning local coordinators in their 

town, state, or prov- 
ince. Totals worldwide 
could then be tabu- 
lated and faxed to me- 
dia outlets. 

People could also 
write to our newspa- 
pers and government 
expressing your con- 
cerns regarding the 
disgraceful removal of 
our forests. Even Brazil 
has set aside 12% of its 
forest, while BC has set 
aside less than 3% of 
Southern Vancouver 
Island, (where 80% of 
the people live) in 
unroaded wilderness. 
This is where the log- 
ging companies are in- 
tensifying their defor- 
estation. Letters could 
be sent to the editors of 
the following publica- 
tions: The Sun, 2250 
Granville St., Vancouver, BC; The Province, 2250 
Granville St., Vancouver, BC; Times Colonist, 
P.O. Box 300, Victoria, BC V8W 2N4; Monday 
Magazine, 1609 Blanshard St., Victoria, BC V8W 
2J5; Valley Times, 4918 Napier, Port Alberni, BC 
V9Y 7N1; The Citizen, 490 Trans Canada High- 
way, Duncan, BC, V9L 3R6; or The Premier and 
the Sustainable Development Committee, Parlia- 
ment Buildings, Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 and/or 
send your letters to CFS P.O. Box 5283, Stn. "B" 
Victoria, BC V8R 6N4 Canada, and we will 
distribute them. 

Locally, we will be coordinating sit-ins and 
occupations in the legislative and cabinet offices 
to place them under siege. Committed individu- 
als within Victoria can express their anger at our 
new "government of betrayal" in this manner. 
Disrupting their "business as usual" and shaming 
them for not having a forest ethic should be an 
effective strategy when combined with the fast- 
ing and walk, thus creating a constant sustain- 
able pressure. 

Actions in the woods will of course take 
place, but require structure, funds and commit- 
ted individuals. As in last year's Walbran protest, 
we will be billeting, transporting and feeding 
people wishing to express their commitment to 
preserving the life of the forest. BC's forests need 
activists with skills and training are needed. 
Equipment, radios, and people with forest 
"smarts" will be required to formulate strategies, 
establish camps, build trails, and make our pres- 
ence known. Hopefully, environmentalists can 
pull together to stop the destruction. The gov- 
ernment is firmly in place, and we need to shame 
them on all fronts if we are to force them to the 
bargaining table. If we are ready, organized and 
active in writing, fasting, and "monkey wrench- 
ing" the legislature, we may save ourselves the 
pain in the woods. Otherwise we will need to 
have all hell break loose, and so it should. We can 
do no less than our personal best to protect the 
nature that is so dependent on the forest, but 
cannot protect itself from human onslaught. 




The EF! Eco- 
Climber Action Net- 
work is a newly 
formed network of 
tree climbers and 
tree sitters through- 
out North America 
(and the world?). 
Our purpose is to 
inform tree climbers 
of new techniques 
via a newsletter, and 
to mobilize people 
for action. Action 
alerts will be issued 
whenever tree 
climbers are needed 
to defend the an- 
cient forest. We 
hope to be the cut- 
ting edge in defence 
of the old growth 
forest. To join the 
Network please write 
today. We need do- 
nations of money, 
recycled paper, 
printing equipment, 
etc. to get started. 
Please help us out. 
Source— EFl Eco- 
Climber Action 
NETWORK; BOX 6491 
Depot #1 Victoria, 
B.C. V8R 5M4 
Canada 




Walk for the Rainforest 


By Sockeye Sue and Sarena 

The Temperate Rainforest Action 
Coalition is sponsoring a 200 km 
walk from the Walbran Valley on 
Vancouver Island to the Legislature 
in Victoria, British Columbia, be- 
ginning February 8th. 

With the preservation of Old 
Growth Ecosystems as our goal, we 
seek creative alternatives to the 
rapid destruction of the remnants 
of South Vancouver Island's origi- 
nal Old Growth forest. The walk 
will focus on communicating di- 
rectly with logging communities 
reeling under the strain of huge lay- 
offs this winter, and with First Na- 
tions (Canada's native peoples) 
who are feeling further and further 
alienated as the majority of their native land 
claims remain unsettled. We believe that without 
the interference of government and corporate 
interests, environmentalists, timber workers and 
native peoples can develop solidarity through 
better communication and work together to 
solve our problems. 

Change will not take place unless we make it 
happen. The past has shown that change comes 
from the people, from the grassroots, from you 
and me. The walk will visit communities talking 
with people whose lives are dependent on the 
forestry industry, to First Nations people whose 


lands are being desecrated, to environmentalists 
with categorical concerns, and to anyone else 
who cares to talk. 

We will start from a base camp within the 
Walbran Valley. You will need a guide, so please 
call our contact number for more information. 



a demonstration at the Youbou Mill and the 
Crofton Mill, an evening of drumming and 
dancing around campfires at Gold Stream park, 



Requiem in the Walbran 


By Wild Wolf 

The night is still, and dark. Standing all 
around me, towering, are the ancient trees I have 
sworn to protect. Yet the forest is more than 
trees. The night air carries the sounds of frogs, 
and the river. My eyes close, and I let the spirit of 
the forest carry me off into sleep. 

Early this morning, I don't know what time 
it is, I'm awakened. Voices, strange voices. I look 
over to see police officers in my shelter. They are 
bending over my friend, telling him to leave, 
threatening to arrest us. I remember that the tree 
platforms are unoccupied, and then I realize 
what this means: Today, this forest will die. The 
police leave. I crawl out of my sleeping bag, and 
pull on my camouflage clothing. The police have 
given us twenty minutes to leave. I pack my gear 
and instead of going to the end of the logging 
road as they ordered us, I disappear into the 
forest. 

Confused, I run up the trail for about ten 
minutes, trying not to leave footprints in the 
fresh mud. I hide my pack behind a large fallen 
tree. Behind the tree, I try to gather my thoughts. 
I think back to the lazy days at the waterfall, 
before the loggers came. I also remember the 
rainy days I spent high up in the canopy of the 
threatened forest, and the nights that I made love 
in this very forest. And of course, I remember the 
newts, mosses, and bears that make this place 
their home. I cannot let them kill this forest. I 
slowly and carefully make my way through the 
foliage back to the threatened area. A police 
officer is on the trail guarding the way. I watch 
him from among the bushes for a while, and then 
slip by unnoticed. After a few more minutes of 
travelling, the still air is shattered by the sounds 
of chainsaws, and I hear a thundering boom and 
feel the Earth shake as the first tree of the day falls. 
Cops and loggers are everywhere. What can I, 
one person, do to stop all this madness? I con- 
sider running into the cut block, yelling and 
screaming. It would only stop them for a few 
minutes, a futile idea. I retreat into the forest 
again. After a few minutes I see movement. A 
camouflaged figure takes shape, and I realize it is 
Freebird, a friend. I signal him, and then ap- 
proach. Neither of us has any kind of plan. We 
hear someone making noises in the cut block, 
and this stops the chainsaws for a minute, but 
soon they start up again. We take off our boots 
and cross the river together, trying to avoid the 


eyes of the loggers on the bridge. I see them 
preparing another tree for death. I reach the 
other side of the river, but Freebird is gone. I 
consider going back to look for him, but I know 
the effortwill be futile. I decide to climb thebank 
and make my way to the end of the bridge, where 
I know my friends are. At the top of the bank I 
find a row of police vehicles, and see my friends 
at the end of the bridge, sitting and watching the 
carnage. 

I walk down towards the bridge, and my 
friends. At the bridge I join them. Many of them 
are crying. Television crews are there. They film 
me, trying to make me look like a freak. They are 
right. I am a freak. These days it takes a freak to 
care. I ignore them. As each tree falls, many of 
my friends scream like banshees. I prefer to sit 
silently. My own kind of eulogy. Here I sit, 
holding the hands of the others, watching this 
ancient forest, my favorite place in the world, my 
home, being destroyed. Finally, the moment 
comes that we have all dreaded. The loggers 
approach the base of the Old Cedar, the giant 
Being at the end of the end of the road. This tree 
has stood for perhaps a thousand years, and is 
almost, but not quite, a snag. This tree has stood 
as a living symbol of our struggle for this valley. 
But to me it is not just a symbol. It is my friend. 
Several loggers at the base of the tree seem to be 
checking it for spikes. One logger hits it with an 
axe. Obviously they found none. I feel helpless, 
desperate. What can I do? Soon they take their 
chainsaws to my old friend. I can feel the 
chainsaws biting into my own side. The tree still 
stands, they can't take it down with chainsaws 
alone. Now they bring out an air pump and stick 
it into the massive wound. After a few minutes of 
pumping, the Old Cedar can struggle no longer. 
It finally falls, quaking the forest floor, and 
shatters into a thousand pieces. We had watched 
our old friend die. My friends and I screamed as 
it fell, and now we cry together. 



and a march on the Legislature accompanied by 
speakers and music. 

These precious forests 
belong to the world, not a few wealthy timber 
lords. We invite you to join us for all or part of this 
walk. Prior to the walk we will hold a Nonviolent 
Pre-walk Preparation (see schedule) that we en- 
courage all walkers to attend. 

What you can expect on this walk is rain, and 
lots of it, possibly snow and cold. We will be 
providing some support for camping and some 
food, but we ask walkers to bring as much cold 
weather camping gear and clothing as they can. 
There will be vehicles on the walk to carry gear so 
don't worry about having too much to carry 
(though don't go overboard). Whatever food you 
can bring is helpful. People should bring their 
vehicles if possible for cold weather camping. If 
bringing a vehicle please call for details. Be sure to 
bring guitars, drums and chocolate ! 

Other ways to support this walk are needed. 
Donations of food are welcome and sponsors are 
needed to support individual walkers. Any dona- 
tion of money is of course welcome, write checks 
to; "The Walbran Walk" (non tax-deductible 
receipts will be provided on request) 

Write: Walk for the Rainforest c/o Sarena 
#3- 1 1 76 Yates St. Victoria B. C. V8V 3M8 Phone: 
(604) 360-0787 or (604) 383-5764. Fax: 604-386- 
445 


WALK EVENTS 

Nonviolence Pre-Walk Preparation 
Saturday, February 1st, University of Victoria 
Student Union Bldg, Upper Lounge. 10am-5pm 
A workshop to plan the walk and meet other 
walkers. 

We suggest all walkers attend if possible. 
Youbou Demonstration 
Wednesday, February 12th at the Youbou Mill 
No more layoffs! More value-added industry. 
More eco-friendly jobs! 

Time to be announced. 

Crofton Demonstration 
In conjunction with Green Islands (537-653) 
Sunday, February 16th at the Crofton Mill 
No more chlorine-bleached paper! Stop the 
pollution! 

1:30 pm 

Beat of the Forest 

Friday, February 21st at Goldstream Provincial 
Park 

Join us for an evening of drumming, campfires 
and fun. 

8 pm-11 pm 

Celebration/Rally in Victoria 
Saturday, February 22nd at the Legislature 
Welcome the walk: Speakers, Music, Letter 
writing 

And excitement plus! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Nonviolence Workshop 
Sunday, February 23rd at the University of 
Victoria 

10:00 am -3:00 pm 
Contact: Sarena (604) 360-0787 
Four Cities Washington State Roadshow 
To publicize upcoming Rainforest Summer '92 
February 23rd to March 4th 
Contact: Kevin (206) 738-0637 
Nonviolent Direct Action Workshop for 
Leaders 

Of Rainforest Summer '92 
March 2nd to March 6th 
Contact: Peter (604) 251-3190 
Tree Climbers' Workshop for Tree Climbing 
Trainers 

March 7th to March 8th 
Contact: Peter (604) 251-3190 
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Bering Sea — An Ecosystem Run Amok 


By Michael Lewis 


On the surface of the Bering Sea, the watery 
interface between Alaska and western Siberia, the 
scene appears much as it has for the last 10,000 
years, when the last great glaciers finally released 
their waters and buried the land bridge over 
which humans had crossed to the New World. 
Shearwaters settle in flocks of thousands on the 
waves, sea Hons throw sparkling droplets in the 
air as they play with their finny meals, walrus 
struggle out of the water to sun on their favorite 
haul-outs. 

But beneath the surface of these benificent 
waters, something sinister is lurking. Some un- 
seen force is turning this once-bountiful ocean 
ecosystem into an alarming remnant of its 
former overwhelming diversity. Over the past 20 
to 30 years, numbers of key species in the Bering 
Sea have declined dramatically, in some cases as 
much as 90%. They are not dying at sea of some 
unknown disease to wash up on shore in rotting 
windrows, they are not migrating elsewhere to 
find new, more desirable habitats. They're just 
not there anymore. 

Alaska Natives were first to notice the 
change, living, as many still do, on the Earth with 
the other resident species. They knew, as they 
have always known, that the balance between 
the human and animal worlds is delicate and 
requires constant at- 
tention to proper 
livelihood and re- 
spect for their ani- 
mal neighbors, on 
whom their lives de- 
pend. But now, 
something was caus- 
ing the animals to 
abandon their 
homes and go else- 
where. Something 
was disrupting the 
age-old pact be- 
tween human and 
animal; the deal had 
been called off and it 
was the human's responsibility to make amends 
and restore the balance. 

The Natives' voices were small and meek 
when they tried to explain their perspective to 
the overwhelmingly loud, technologically domi- 
nated Europeans who had invaded and taken 
over their lands and oceans. The Cheechakos 
would not listen and they continued to exploit 
the land and the sea. 

Factory trawlers, huge floating factory cities, 
mine the Bering Sea of its pollock, salmon, and 
yellow-fin sole. Nets as big as apartment houses 
scoop billions of pounds of fish from the waters 
and off the bottom every year, meanwhile de- 
stroying millions of other animals in the process 



Steller's Sea Cow 


and laying waste to the delicately-organized 
ocean bottom. The noise from these mobile 
industrial zones can be heard for miles across the 
water and for scores of miles beneath the surface, 
disturbing the normal activities of the ancient 
residents of this bioregion. 

Increasing freighter traffic through these 
waters leaves an oily scum on the surface from 
ballast water discharges and small oil spills. The 
water birds that settle on the surface, their home, 
find their life-preserving feathers fouled with oily 
slime, and if they don't die immediately from 
exposure to the cold waters, they die slowly from 
secondary poisoning as their accustomed food 
sources slowly absorb toxic hydrocarbons. Div- 
ing ducks are particularly susceptible to entangle- 
ment in fish nets, and even though drift nets, the 
clearcutters of the sea, are supposed to be out- 
lawed, thousands of sea birds continue to drown 
in these huge plastic traps every year. 

Those sea birds that manage to escape the 
ravaging of their home waters find conditions on 
land no better. The Yukon-Kuskokwim delta, on 
the southwest coast of Alaska, was once the 
nesting grounds of the Steller eider. Hundreds of 
thousands of these unique sea ducks used to build 
their nests among the grassy tussocks of this rich 
coastal plain. Today the Y-K delta is no longer 

recognized as a 
Steller eider nesting 
zone; the species has 
been extirpated (a 
word as ugly as its 
meaning) from this 
bioregion. Steller Ei- 
ders winter along 
the Alaska Penin- 
sula. Of the 250,000 
to 500,000 eiders 
that used to be seen 
in this area, only 50- 

75,000 remain, 
mostly from nesting 
grounds in Siberia. 
A pitiful 300-500 re- 
maining individuals are now known to nest in 
Alaska on the North Slope. 

A close relative, the spectacled eider, has 
declined over 90% in numbers on the once-lush 
Y-K delta. European scientists don't know where 
these animals winter, but the natives say they go 
to the bottom of the ocean and burrow into the 
Earth where it is warmer. Evidently, many of 
them have decided not to return. 

In a related mystery, the Steller sea lion has 
been drastically declining in numbers for the last 
ten years. From a population estimated at 

140.000 in 1958, their numbers have crashed to 

25.000 today, and the population is still declin- 
ing at 5% per year. Again, no disease is ravaging 


Extinct since 1768 



their loss. But haul-outs that once groaned under 
the weight of thousands of sea lion adults and 
pups are now virtually deserted. Biologists do not 
admit to an understanding of the cause for this 
decline, and though the Stellers are now on the 
Threatened Species list, little can be done to 
reverse this drastic change until the cause is 
determined. 

Though life in and on the Bering Sea is 
normally abundant and diverse, this seeming 
fecundity is deceptively shallow and fragile. Life 
in the arctic is delicately balanced, constricted by 
cold and short growing seasons, even in rela- 
tively mild coastal bioregions. The same ecologi- 
cal interrelationships exist as in lower latitudes, 
but here they are stressed to the limit by the 
prevailing climate. 

In the Lower 48, scientists have determined 
that, in general, a species can tolerate a 10% 
“harvest" rate and still maintain a healthy breed- 
ing population. This rate of killing plants and 
animals for human use is called a "sustained 
yield." All "resource" exploitation in the north 
has been predicated on this same sustained yield 
rate, with no additional studies being done to 
determine its suitability in northern latitudes. 

As you might guess by common sense, the 
delicately balanced ecosystems of the Arctic and 
sub-Arctic cannot sustain anywhere near this rate 
of destruction. Biologists estimate that most 
animal and plant species in Arctic bioregions can 
tolerate, at most, a 3 to 5% "harvest" (another 
ugly word) rate. There is very little redundancy in 
Arctic ecosystems, where energy conservation is 

Continued on next page 


Suit Threatened Over Imperiled Eiders 


Recently the Biodiversity Legal Foundation 
(BLF) filed a formal 60-day notice of intent to file 
suit against the Interior Department for its failure 
to list and protect the spectacled and Steller's 
eider in Alaska under the Endangered Species Act. 
The Steller's and spectacled eiders are small ma- 
rine ducks that winter and breed at northern 
latitudes far away from most human popula- 
tions. Their breeding areas are the Yukon Delta, a 
relatively pristine waterfowl breeding area in 
western Alaska, the Arctic Coastal Plain of Alaska, 
and eastern Siberia. Both species have experienced 
serious and dramatic declines in numbers in 
recent years. 

A petition to add the spectacled and Steller's 
eiders to the growing list of threatened and en- 
dangered species was submitted to the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service in 1990 by James G. King of 
Juneau, Alaska. The Service is required by law to 
accept or reject such a petition within one year, 
but to date has not done so. This latest legal 
action is designed to compel the government to 
act. If the petition is rejected, further litigation is 
possible by the Biodiversity Legal Foundation 


and other environmental groups. 

The Biodiversity Legal Foundation recog- 
nizes that the specific reasons for spectacled and 
Steller's eider declines are unknown. However, 
possible contributing factors include predation, 
habitat change, over-harvest, weather, ecosys- 
tem and atmospheric contamination, and changes 



Spectacled Eider Peggy Sue McRae 


in patterns of movement. Some of these factors 
may be the result of the cumulative impact of 
human activities in the Alaskan Arctic. 

The ESA listing of these two eiders would 
result in badly-needed increased funding for re- 
search to tease apart which factors are most 
responsible for their decline. It would also give 
agency officials legal authority to better monitor 
and control the direct, human-caused mortality 
of these eiders and to work for the protection of 
the marine ecosystems and nesting areas upon 
which the existence of these species depends. 

Time is running out for these small marine 
ducks. By listing and protecting them now under 
the ESA, a needed national effort will be initiated 
to address the severity of the current rate of 
decline and develop effective recovery plans. 

Unless the FWS acts immediately to list the 
spectacled and Steller's eider as threatened or 
endangered species, the BLF will exercise its right 
to bring an action in federal district court to 
compel the FWS to meet its statutory obligations 
under the ESA, 15 USC S1540(g)(l). 

— Biodiversity Legal Foundation 
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maximized in all species, including wild hu- 
mans, and there is very little room left for excess 
production. 

It should come as no surprise then, when 
commercial fish processors remove 3 billion 
pounds of fish every year, that changes begin to 
appear in this delicate ecosystem. Commercial 
fishing by huge factory trawlers in the waters off 
Alaska selectively removes the largest fish from 
the population, leaving fish from 1" to 10" in 
length. This disrupts the predator-prey rela- 
tionships, favoring those predators who depend 
on the smaller fish. In a system like that of the 
Bering Sea, the effect is similar to dropping a 
bowling ball into an aquarium. The combina- 
tion of commercial fishing with its attendant 
disruption of population dynamics, plus the 
noise, water and air pollution and ocean bot- 
tom destruction that comes along with this 
commercialization of what once was a low 
level, subsistence activity, has proven devastat- 
ing to the entire bioregion of the western coast 
of Alaska. The Bering Sea is indeed an ecosystem 
run amok. 

Biologists express puzzlement over these 
declines, unable to pin down any system-wide 
influences on population dynamics. Conse- 
quently, Natives are beginning to demand that 
the European scientific establishment begin to 
pay more attention to their traditional knowl- 
edge and observations of the Bering Sea ecosys- 


tem, a knowledge based on thousands of years of 
close cooperation with animals of this bioregion. 
Representatives of western Alaska coastal villages 
have formed a statewide marine mammal coalition 
"to promote traditional knowledge as a comple- 
ment to the scientific method used by university 
and government researchers." 

Despite the earnest efforts of natives and the 
ignorance of western scientists, the problem in 
coming to terms with environmental disruption 
caused by human activity is not one of scientific 
realities as much as recognition of political influ- 
ence. Commercial fishing in Alaska is a huge 
economic enterprise, benefitting not so much indi- 
vidual fishermen as fat capitalist investors who own 
the factory trawlers that plow the waters of the 
Bering Sea. The multi-billion dollar fishing industry 
packs a big wallop in the halls 
of Washington DC, where 
lobbyists heavily influence 
Alaska's so-called representa- 
tives. The result is that policy 
in such agencies as the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service and the 
Northwest Fisheries Manage- 
ment Council is generated by 
greed rather than ecological 
reality. The field biologists 
working in Alaska and even 
their immediate managers are 
fully aware of the nature of 


the problem and the steps necessary to rectify 
the situation. But their recommendations are 
forwarded to Washington, where other consid- 
erations take precedence. 

Only one thing is certain in this war waged 
by commercial greed against the ancient inhab- 
itants of Alaska and the Arctic: unless some- 
thing is done very soon to stop the precipitous 
decline of animal species in the Bering Sea, the 
spectacled eider, the Steller's eider and the 
Steller sea lion will join the list of species no 
longer endangered. They will be extinct. 
What you can do: 1) Write to officials at the 
USFWS and, of course, your congresspeople, 
and let them know how you feel about destruc- 
tion of delicate ecosystems for commercial gain. 
There aren't enough concerned people in 

Alaska to gain notice 
in Washington. 2) 
Visit these officials 
and demand they 
snap out of it and 
face facts and start 
fixing things, instead 
of breaking them. 3) 
Acquire a large boat 
and fix things your- 
self. Go ahead, do it 
your way. 



Forest Service Lies! Announcing 
A Day of Outrage against the US Forest Service! 

The Time is Now to End All Logging On Our National Forests 


1991 was the official 100th anniversary of the US Forest Service, but no one is celebrating. 
Our US Forest Service is destroying forests twice as fast as Brazil is. And while 80 percent of 
Brazil's rain forest still stands, at current rates, the unprotected remnants of America's forests 
could be completely fragmented and gone in fewer than ten years. It is time to put the Forest 
Service out of business and let our forests live. ^ 

We are calling for a national Day of Outrage on John Muir's Birthday, April 21, Earth 
Firstlers from around the country will take action, sing and shout, perform pagaffrlteTat Forest 
Service headquarters, Congressional offices or in the forests! Our mission is no less than to 
reintroduce wolf, griz, and all extirpated species to the national forests, to completely restore 
timber-raped land; to end mining, grazing, logging and all human vampire sucking of resources 
from our fragile forests. 

Day of Outrage?, you say; we've been outraged at the US Forest Service for years! True 
enough, yet amazingly, there may still be citizens in the land who don't know of the outlaw 
ways of the agency, who still think Smokey the Bear's job is to protect the trees and forest 
creatures, not to murder the forests by handling them over to clearcutting, corporate fiends! 

More than one million acres a year are being brutally clearcut. In the process, 360,000 
miles of roads have been built in the forests. No other government or government agency in 
the world is responsible for such a huge road system. Over $2 billion a year in taxpayers' money 
is spent building and maintaining logging roads and cleaning up after logging operations. 
Timber companies pay less than $400 million a year for the trees, meaning they receive over 
$1.5 billion worth of free services to help them ravage public land. The US Forest Service 
administers this huge welfare program for the timber industry, while covering up the losses 
with accounting schemes which "make the savings and loan business look like an angel," 
according to one investigator. 

The abuses of the USFS have gotten so bad, even the mainstream media has noticed. A New 
York Times headline (Nov. 3, 1991) asks "Why Let Chainsaws Pare the Old Forests At All" In 
an article in the October, 1991, issue of Atlantic Monthly, the author calls for a complete halt 
to all logging in the National Forests, restoration of land damaged by clearcutting and tree 
farming, and management of the National Forests exclusively for recreation and the mainte- 
nance and enhancement of biodiversity. 

The forests of the generations are dying, while environmental bureaucrats lobby politi- | 
cians paid off by the timber industry. They beg for tree museums, called Ancient Forest 
Preserves. Election year vagaries may or may not allow legislation to happen. As Congress 
twiddles its thumbs, the forests continue to fall. No matter what, legislation will be a 
compromise, with lines of protection drawn by political interests, not with respect for a healthy 
forest. 

Public awareness is growing, but it won't be enough to save forest ecosystems unless we 
can transform awareness to Outrage. The 100 years of Forest Service reign has been one of rape 
and ruin. The National Forest is dying from their lies. Please join with other Earth First! activists 
around the country and get out in the street, the woods or the deserts to make Muir Day a 
rowdy, outrageous and effective Day of Outrage. 

Together we have a stronger message and a louder voice. Let's take action together on April 
21 and honor John Muir and his message. 

Start planning your local group action now. A coordinating group in the SF Bay Area is 
putting together an action packet. The packet will include news clips, info sheets, artwork, 
media info and other ideas to help you pull off a successful action. If you have ideas, materials 
or artwork that would be appropriate for the packet please get in touch with us as soon as 
possible! To get the packet or contribute materials, write to Earth First! Day of Outrage, P.O. 
Box 410041, San Francisco, CA 94141. The phone number is (415) 921-3578. 

MARK APRIL 21 ON YOUR CALENDAR AND GEAR UP! 

Also: We need more creative ideas! Join the committee working on this if you can help! 

— Karen Pickett 


THE 

f OEEST SEfcYltt 
camtTH 
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Stone Container Moves to the Tropics 


by Jake Jagoff 

Having run headlong into 
fierce opposition from the environ- 
mental movement in the United 
States and following the stump- 
ridden capitalist credo of laissez- 
faire (i.e., let the forests beware), 
Stone Container Corp. (#93 on the 
Fortune 500 list) is extending its 
tentacles into Central and South 
America. At present, Stone is in- 
volved in plantation forestry in 
Costa Rica and last September 
signed an agreement with Hondu- 
ran President Rafael Leonardo 
Callejas to pulp 340,000 hectares of 
tropical pine forest on the Mosquito 
Coast. This is just the tip of the 
iceberg: Stone stated to Desiree 
Chen in a July 2, 1990, article in 
Crain's Chicago Business that the 
Corporation will consider expand- 
ing its plantation forestry opera- 
tions to Panama, Venezuela and 
Nicaragua if the venture in Costa 
Rica is successful. 

Stone's motives for shifting to 
tropical forests are a purely eco- 
nomic attempt to escape a collaps- 
ing market for hardwoods in the US 
and Canada. Stone's $18 million 
plantation forestry initiative in 
Costa Rica illustrates how attractive 
the tropics are to massive wood 
products companies who are more 
than willing to go to Central & 
South America to ensure a steady 
supply of cheap pulp. Stone will 
plant 27 million gmelina ( a pine 
species native to India) over the 
next five years, and starting in 1995 
will produce 600,000 tons of pulp 
annually. Stone currently pur- 
chases 25 million tons of virgin 
forest each year for its paper and 
sawmills in North America so, in 
the greater scheme of things, the 
project is a small investment, and 
represents only 2.4% of the 
company's total wood consump- 
tion. However, Stone is certainly 
beginning the transition from the 
temperate forests (over which 
they've run roughshod) to the 
tropical forests. 

Like any typical multinational 
these days, Stone is getting heaps of 
public relations mileage out of 
planting supertrees on old cattle 
ranches and banana plantations. 
Believe it or not, some pinhead en- 
vironmentalists are patting Stone 
on the back for these efforts; the 
environmentalists' attitude being 
that it is "better to have a tree 
growing there than nothing at all." 
Bullshit! Planting trees is not 
enough, dammit. We've got to 
plant the right kind of trees in the 
right places at the right times, as in 
healthy forest ecosystems. WHY 
NOT NATIVE SPECIES? Replacing 
one monoculture with another will 
not safeguard remaining primary 
forest nor will it increase the stan- 
dard of living for rural people. These 
myths, perpetuated by the Tropical 
Forestry Action Plan, ignore the fact 
that plantations enable large wood 
products companies like Stone to 
get rich off the back of the lower 
classes. One reason Stone is going 
to Costa Rica is low labor costs — 
each worker receives $.60 cents a 
day. Furthermore, Stone's plan will 
deplete soil fertility, decrease 
biodiversity, and allow natural re- 
sources to be privatized, thus de- 
priving local people of control over 


how the land is managed. 

Stone, with a typically cavalier 
corporate approach, admits it has 
little recorded data about how 
gmelina will affect soil conditions 
and the growing environment in 
Costa Rica. Furthermore, it states 
that the biggest problem is the 
pioneering nature of the project. 
Oh yeah, don't we all feel sorry for 
those corporate pioneers at Stone! 
But don't cry folks, Stone won't 
wither in the tropics because it is 
exempt from income and property 
taxes and from import duties on all 
equipment brought into the coun- 
try. It also gets an export rebate of 
10% on transport fees in the form of 
Costa Rican government bonds. 
Thanks to a Costa Rican forestry law 
designed to encourage foreign in- 
vestment, the powers-that-be in 
San Jose are rolling out the red car- 
pet for these Chicago-based pulp 
and paper pushers. 

In a much more controversial 
manner, Stone recently signed an 
agreement (yet to be ratified by the 
Honduran Congress) with the 
Honduran President that gives the 
company the right to exploit 
tropical forests for 40 years. Citing 
time-worn economic rationale that 
commercial management of the La 
Mosquitia pine forest would attract 
jobs, investment and forestry ex- 
perts, President Leonardo Callejas 
dances the neocolonial shuffle in a 
throwback to the worst of the 
United Fruit days. According to 
Jennifer Greer, writing in the Oc- 
tober 19th, 1991, Honduras This 
Week, "The opposition continued 
to mount to the Honduran 
government's decision to contract a 
US firm to harvest young pines for 
pulpwood in thousands of acres of 
forest in La Mosquitia." 

And what opposition! Over a 
dozen groups have come out 
against the agreement including 
members of Fundacion VIDA, the 
Committee for the Defense of the 
Natural Resources of La Mosquitia, 
the Union of Miskito Indians (who 
were not consulted in the planning 
process), the biologists' association 
of the National Autonomous Uni- 
versity of Honduras (UNAH), the 
Fundacion Ecologista "Hector 
Rodrigo Pastor" of San Pedro Sula, 
members of the College Society of 
Professional Foresters, the Hondu- 
ran Association of Agricultural and 
Forestry Journalists, and the na- 
tional chapter of Environmental 
Journalists. 

The fact that environmental 
groups, indigenous peoples, biolo- 
gists and ecologists, journalists and 
even foresters are speaking out in 
the local media against industrial 
forestry development in La 
Mosquitia shows how much resis- 
tance there is in Honduras. 

Why are so many people in 
Honduras and around the world up 
in arms about Stone's plans? The 
answer is simple: La Mosquitia 
(a.k.a. The Mosquito Coast) is 
mostly roadless, undeveloped and 
home to the Pech, Lencas, Xicaques 
and Tahuakas and Miskitos tribes. 
Like other tribal people who live 
and rely on tropical forests, the 
forest dwellers of La Mosquitia have 
survived in the 20th century largely 
because of geographic isolation. In 


addition to harboring extensive 
pine forests, La Mosquitia is com- 
posed of millions of hectares of pri- 
mary rainforest with valuable tropi- 
cal hardwoods, expansive wet- 
lands, salt and freshwater lagoons, 
mangrove swamps and coral reefs 
offshore in the Caribbean. Suppos- 
edly, if you can believe Stone and 
Callejas, hardwood species and the 
Rio Platano Biosphere Reserve 
(390,000 hectare World Heritage 
site and home to more bird species 
than the US and Canada combined) 
are safeguarded in the deal. How- 
ever the deal hands over 400,000 
hectares (988,000 acres) of tropical 
pine forest to Stone to do as it 
pleases. 

According to George Draffan 
of the Task Force on Multinational 
Resource Corporations, "Honduras, 
a country strapped for foreign 
capital since the end of the US- 
sponsored Contra War, is about to 
embark on a program that may 
completely destroy their remaining 
forests, along with its indigenous, 
cultures. If the Stone contract is 
approved, the deforestation of 
Honduras' last 'green frontier' will 
begin, causing large-scale erosion, 
sedimentation of rivers and lakes, 
loss of diverse flora and fauna, and 
a drastic change in the indigenous 
cultures of the Mosquito Coast." 

The agreement is a travesty 
and needs to be halted NOW! Please 
write to Stone and make the fol- 
lowing points. 

1. Environmental Impact — No 
EIS or EA has been done. Defores- 
tation of tropical forests has so 
many impacts that it is no wonder 
Stone has ignored Honduran envi- 
ronmentalists' demands for such 
studies. 

2. "Sustainable Yield" — Stone 
claims it will be using "best man- 
agement practices" and will be sus- 
tainable. In fact, it will be allowed to 
clearcut and will replant species not 
native to Honduras. 

3. Reforestation — Stone 
claims it will replant as much as it 
cuts. Actually, it intends to plant 
exotic gmelina. The hope is that 
this fast-growing species can be cut 
every five years, further degrading 
soil and species diversity. 

4. Thinning Small Trees — 
Stone says it plans only to "thin" 
small pine trees for pulpwood. In 
fact, the contract allows cutting of 
"any larger pine trees" if there is no 
existing "market for ordinary use as 
a sawtimber." 



5. "Only La Mosquitia" — 
Stone claims it is only going to cut 
trees in a 40 by 40 mile area of 
eastern Honduras. However, the 
contract permits cutting anywhere 
within a 150 mile radius of Stone's 
mill, and if Stone is not getting 
enough pulpwood from this area 
(anytime during the 40 year con- 
tract) it may cut beyond the 150 
miles. 

6. Honduran Subsidy — In the 
contract Honduras agrees to incur 
the full costs of providing electric- 
ity, communications, and trans- 
portation, including building 
roads. Yet, no estimate of these 
costs is mentioned. 

7. "Fair Market Price" — Stone 
claims it will pay a fair price for the 
pulpwood it harvests. However, 
nowhere in the contract is the price, 
or the means of determining a price, 
elaborated upon. From the contract 
language it appears Stone will pay a 
sliding price for the pulpwood that 
guarantees it a set profit. 

8. Employment — Stone claims 
it will provide jobs to the indig- 
enous people of the harvested areas. 
Actually, the contract has no em- 
ployment guarantees, and as most 
of the people of La Mosquitia do not 
speak Spanish, Stone will likely hire 
outside workers. 

9. Sovereignty — Stone has 

written the contract to allow com- 
plete control over the whole op- 
eration: prices, how much will be 
cut, from where, and for how long. 
Write to Roger Stone at Stone 
Container Corp., 150 North 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago, IL 
60601, (312) 346-6600, and to 

President of Honduras President 
Rafael Leonardo Callejas, Casa 
Presidencial, 6a Avda, Le Calle, 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras 


MAARDU 

I see a new man rising 

from the surface of dumps and wastelands, 

taking a deep breath 

in air filled up with sulphur and carbon, 

swallowing greedily food 

soaked with chemicals and heavy metals. 

Only he, who never complains, 
never philosophizes, never grumbles, 
gains strength 
even from radioactivity. 

-Hendrik Reive 

Translated by Mati Rahu from "Looming," an 
Estonian literary journal. Maardu is a section of 
Estonia near Tallinn, which has been heavily strip- 
mined for phosphorite and which has sustained air, 
water and soil quality damage from cement factories. 
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On the Road with 
the Ancient Forest 
Bus Brigade 


Keep All Your Stones 
in One Basket 

If you've been following the 
escapades of the Stone Container 
Corp. in the pages of Earth First! (of 
course you have) you'd know by 
now that it has attacked the 
roadless native forest of the San 
Juans at Sandbench, failed to report 
a 25,000 gallon gas and oil spill into 
Water Creek Canyon, Arizona and 
shut down its mills in NM, CA, and 
OR. At the same time it has opened 
mills in Mexico, bought a major 
Canadian newsprint producer, and 
Southwest Forest Industries and 
Trinity Paper and Plastics and 
Champion International's three 
containerboard mills. According to 
a memo from Piper, Jaffray and 
Hopwood (an investment firm) 
Stone is "the largest US producer of 
containerboard with about 15% 
market share. It also has about 7% 
of the North American newsprint 
market. The company produces 
linerboard, corrugating medium, 
and kraft paper at 17 of its 24 mills 
[and] its 140 converting plants." 

Besides North America, Stone 
has plants in West Germany, the UK 
and Holland and a supertree farm in 
Costa Rica. Recession? What re- 
cession? 

The serious part of all this is 
that a lot of these people got Federal 
Conspiracy charges. Folks in the 
Shawnee also got conspiracy 
charges; Foreman got the same. I 
see a pattern here. I also see a 
buttload of light green cops every- 
where. It seems that the agents of 
green darkness are being trans- 
ported all over the country wher- 
ever we take a stand, and they slap 
you with conspiracy whenever they 
feel like it. It's trendy. 

What can we do about it? Shit 
if I know. But. . . we might just make 
a stink in every National Forest at the 
same time! (Or at least 2 or 3). We 
might also stop plea bargaining and 
fight conspiracy charges! (oh. . . 
and also. . . don't get caught.) 

As far as the Pagosa and 
Sandbench folks go, please round 
up some money for 'em and send it 
to Ancient Forest Rescue at POB 
1309, Lyons, CO 80540. Earmark 
your check for legal defense fund. 

—Jim Flynn 



Stone Corp 


Pagosa & 
Sandbench 

The twelve folks who gave 
public comment with their butts at 
the Pagosa District Ranger Station 
in southwestern Colorado plead 
NOT GUILTY and go to trial January 
22 in Durango, CO. 

Of the nine people who pub- 
licly accessed their National Forest 
in direct opposition to a piece of 
paper, eight accepted a plea bargain 
which led to a nasty $400 fine, of 
which no more than half could be 
labored off. The ninth person, with 
the aid of the ACLU, has plead not 
guilty and plans a two-pronged de- 
fense: Freedom to express outrage, 
and denying access to the public to 
monitor tree slaughter and terrain 
devastation (roads). This appeal has 
been accepted by Judge Sparr who 
plans to announce his decision in 
Denver Federal Court (good pub- 
licity — thanks judge). 

Of the two other folks who 
made themselves comfortable on a 
cattleguard in front of the green 
paddy wagons, one plead guilty and 
received a 30-day suspended sen- 
tence, $250 fine, and one year of 
probation (provided he does not go 
into the San Jaun National Forest). 
The other person's case was post- 
poned until Feb. 20th. 

Actually Stone's exploits (in- 
cluding Canadian union difficul- 
ties) have been under-reported in 
the journal and elsewhere. The 
only exceptions are the fine re- 
porting by the NM and AZEF! 
newsletters and several Ancient 
Forest Rescue flyers. To wit: there 
have been over 50 CD arrests in the 
Sandbench area, 10,000 acre federal 
forest closures and massive devas- 
tation (Sandbench is lost). What's 
to stop this mega-giant earth eater? 

YOU. That's who. Git yer ass 
down to the San Juans, to Missoula, 
to Holland, to the nearest Stone 
Corp. plant or office and let 'em 
hear about it! NO, we're not going 
to tell you what day to co-ordinate 
a national action, NO we're not 
going to tell you who to write to 
(but Roger Stone's phone number is 
312-346-6600) and NO, we're not 
going to tell you what to do. In the 
words of a wise old shoemaker, 
"JUST DO IT!" 

For more information (and 
addresses) contact: Ancient Forest 
Rescue, Box 1309, Lyons CO 80540 
and the Task Force on Multina- 
tional Resource Corporations, POB 
95316, Seattle, WA 98145-2316. 
—Jim Flynn 


Dissolved 


By Ramon 

What's white with red stripes, 
40 feet long, and is planted deep in 
the Great Sonoran Desert? No, not 
the Candy Cane from Hell; it's the 
Ancient Forest Rescue Bus Brigade! 
Actually, the Brigade isn't candy- 
striped, the bus is. The Brigade bears 
the usual Indo-European protective 
coloring except for the dawg, Bones, 
who is dawg-colored. 

Our present location is in the 
southeastern corner, of California, 
right where it bumps into Arizona 
and Mexico. We're here to "net- 
work" (I think that means "mingle") 
with the hundreds and hundreds of 
RVers whowinter here: the so-called 
"snowbirds." The goal is to raise 
their level of awareness on envi- 
ronmental issues and plug them into 
whatever level of activism with 
which they feel comfortable. (Ru- 
mors that we came here just to get 
warm and to work on our tans are 
malicious, unfounded, and counter- 
productive. We are lookin' good, 
however.) 

Our efforts with these retirees 
have not met with remarkable suc- 
cess as of this writing. It's not that 
they don't agree that there are any 
problems out there, it's just that 
they have their own agendas, and 
like everybody else, they dissemble. 
A typical conversation with this 
writer might be as follows: 

Me: "Hi, would you care to discuss the 
environment? We're, uh, involved with 
efforts to preserve the remaining ancient 
forests." 

RVer: "Hey, you're one a' them hippies 
on that bus, ain'tcha?" 

Me: "Uh, hardly a hippie, sir. I'm a 
retired businessman and actually al- 
most as old as you. Sir. " 

RVer: "Yeah? So waddaya try in' to 
do?. . . save the spotted owl? I hear they 
taste just like chicken. " 

Me: "The owl is merely a symbol of the 
degradation that is going on in our 
forests. We seek to preserve the 
biodiversity of the entire ecosystem of 
which the spotted owl is only a part. " 
RVer: "But what about jobs?" 



Me: "Our proposals include maintain- 
ing the integrity of existing logging 
communities through restoration jobs 
created by taxes imposed upon the ex- 
cessive profits of the timber industry." 
R Ver: " Who pays your salary to do this 
anyway, the Sierra Club?" 

Me: "Excuse me, I think it's time for 
my nap." 

As a result, this member of the 
Brigade, at least, has decided to 
change his tactics. I was, after all, 
born and raised in New York City. 
The results, so far, have been pre- 
dictable: 

Me: "Hi, would you care to discuss the 
environment, or should I just go fuck 
myself?" 

R Ver: "Hey, you 're one a' them hippies 
on that bus, ain'tcha?" 

Me: "Watch who you're callin' a hip- 
pie, Mac; I'm almost as old as you. 
How would you like it if I called you an 
old fart?" 

RVer: "fust try it. So waddya tryna 
do?. . .save the spotted owl?? I hear they 
taste just like chicken." 

Me: "Yeah, well so would you if we 
roasted you on a spit. Old Chicken!" 
RVer: "Oh yeah? Well, what about 
jobs, huh, huh?" 

Me: "What do we look like, a mobile 
fuckin' employment agency?" 

RVer: "Watch your lip! Who pays 
your salary to do this, anyway, the 
Sierra Club?" 

Me: "Excuse me, I think it's time for 
my nap. " 

So it goes, so it goes. 

On the other hand, we have yet 
to receive much of the material we 
need for "presentations," such as 
slides, photos, etc., so we haven't 
really gotten started. In the mean- 
time we're hiking and running 
through the desert on a daily basis; 
Cactus Ed would approve, we think. 
This may not be doing much to save 
the planet, but if EF! ever sponsors a 
marathon, watch out! 

Last but not least, we're avail- 
able for actions, in the West any- 
how. We started our journey in 
June as Billy and Russell and moi 
and, with many other riders in be- 
tween, are now Cindy and Richie 
and ditto. Oh, and bones. 

Sooooo; just when they thought 

it was safe to cut down the last 

redwoods TaaDum, 

TaaDum coming soon to a the- 

ater of operations near you: THE 
AFBB! 

Oh yeah; one more think (okay 
I lied; sue me). People ask us if the 
bus has a name, and is it a she-bus or 
a he-bus. At this point it is appro- 
priate to hitch up one's jeans, and 
drawl; "Yep. She's got a name all 
right. It's Wayne... Joan Wayne!" 
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The mighty Stone Corporation was brought to its knees by a small band 
of intrepid Missoula, Montana environmentalists. After several hours of 
intense negotiations, Roger Stone, Chief Executive Officer of the 
megacorporation, which ranked 93 on the Fortune 500, appeared on the 
balcony of the 89th story of his Missoula, Montana condominium, and 
announced that he was disbanding the Corporation. With tears in his eyes, 
visibly shaken by the events of the day, Mr. Stone read the following from 
a prepared statement: "I have seen the error of my ways — I intend to join a 
monastery and transfer the assets of the corporation to the Earth First! 
journal. Let he who is without stone quaff the first gin." 

Earth First!ers, visibly shaken with emotion at the extent of their 
victory, planned to meet. It was apparent, according to the President of the 
Earth First! corporation, that the movement's first priority would be the 
formation of a Board of Directors who would initially forumlate a statement 
of purpose. A vote of all the Earth First! shareholders woud be organized 
within 24 days (not including weekends). 



San Bruno, continued 

diggers, road builders, dump operators, indus- 
trial polluters, tree planters and park planners, 
none of whom have understood the richness and 
diversity of the land upon which they have 
chosen to carry out their twisted dreams. 

San Bruno has become a national precedent, 
a test case for the dismemberment of existing 
state and federal environmental law. The U.S. 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) and the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) specifically 
forbid any project, development, or resource 
extraction that would take habitat of or other- 
wise further strain any species listed by the fed- 
eral government as endangered. Signed into law 
in 1973, the ESA goes even further in mandating 
"the use of all methods and procedures necessary 
to bring any endangered species or threatened 
species to the point at which the measures pro- 
vided pursuant to (this act) are no longer neces- 
sary." 

These words, added to federal law, helped 
protect San Bruno Mountain from development 
for ten years. San Bruno Mountain represents an 
entire ecosystem in danger of extinction; even a 
generally hostile California Department of Fish 
and Game ranks the mountain as the thirteenth 
most important habitat reserve in the state. So 
the stage was set for a battle pitting some dedi- 
cated nature kooks, a few concerned citizens and 
some obscure laws against the most powerful 
economic and political forces in the country. 
Almost everybody, from business interests to 
builder's unions to local governments, was hos- 
tile to both the intent and the letter of these new 
laws. As Reagan entered the White House and 
Deukmej ian became governor it was clear that no 
one other than private citizens would attempt to 
enforce the laws designed to protect biological 
diversity. 

Amidst this political climate the agreed- 
upon strategy was to search for an "administra- 
tive solution" — a way to circumvent the ESA and 
to prevent citizen enforcement of the law. This 
strategy was put forward by an amazing coalition 
including U.S. Congresspeople, the Reagan ad- 
ministration, State and local government repre- 
sentatives and of course the developers and 
property owners. Behind their efforts was not 
only a desire to develop San Bruno Mountain, but 
also the imperative to get the cut out in the 
disappearing forests of the Pacific Northwest, to 
dam the last vestiges of the country's river habi- 
tat, to get on with supplying the demand for 
more golf courses and condos in southern Cali- 
fornia and to bring progress to the last wetlands 
of the Florida Keys. 

Back on San Bruno mountain, local gov- 
ernments formed committees, environmental 
scientists were retained, and public meetings 
were arranged, all financed by the developers. 

In 1982 a Habitat Conservation Plan was 
completed based on a study by the developer's 
environmental scientist, Thomas Reid Associ- 
ates. The celebrated HCP claimed that destroying 
endangered butterfly habitat posed "no signifi- 
cant threat to (the butterfly's) survival." Mitiga- 
tion measures were also suggested in the study, 
including the creation of new habitat on adj acent 
land. Observers immediately pointed out that 
the reason the habitat was restricted in the first 
place was because of the unique conditions that 
only existed on the sunny, dry, grassy slopes 
which developers coveted and the Mission Blue 
and Silver Spot butterflies needed for survival. 
Lawsuits were filed and entomologists and 
botanists blasted the Reid study as scientifically 
inaccurate, poorly devised and incompetently 
executed. Years later a federal appellate court 
threw out the final appeal, ruling that in a dispute 
between experts we would just have to wait and 
see what happened. The plaintiffs were assured 
that if the butterflies. became extinct, then they 
would have a good case. In the meantime, 
Thomas Reid Associates was awarded a fat thirty 
year contract to administer the mitigations un- 
der the HCP. 

The attorney Lindell Marsh and his firm 
( Nossaman, Krueger and Knox were the main 


engineers behind the San Bruno HCP, as well as 
many other subsequent endangered habitat de- 
velopment plans across the country. And it was 
Marsh's firm that went to Washington and 
pushed through the famous "incidental take" 
amendment to the ESA, exactly the loophole 
needed to legalize the San Bruno HCP. This 
loophole allows the killing of endangered species 
provided that the "taking" is "incidental" to an 
otherwise "lawful" activity and accompanied by 
an HCP. 

The final agreement was hailed in the press 
as a great victory for the environment. Devel- 
opers agreed to sell the ridge and saddle areas of 
the mountain for a state and county park and 
then develop the rest under strict environmental 
regulation. The governments of all the cities 
abutting the mountain gave their approval and 
the main group in opposition to development, 
the Committee to Save San Bruno Mountain, was 
neutralized by internal divisions. 

The Committee's attorney, Tom Adams, 
joined the developer's payroll, gained legal rights 
to the group's name and became a major pro- 
ponent of the HCP. The Committee's original 
members walked out of the negotiations and 
were branded as nut cases who would oppose any 
development under any circumstances. 

The Habitat Conservation Plan process puts 
severe limits on public input into development 
plans. Since the HCP was negotiated in private, 
under the control of the land owners and their 
attorneys, it would seem that the Endangered 
Species Act has been turned upside down to 
become an obstacle to citizen input into devel- 
opment schemes. And as if things weren't bad 
enough, the HCP's architects added the "window 
amendments." Property owners have already 
used this neat little loophole several times, which 
waives environmental protections under the 
HCP in return for token sums of cash and/or 
promises to protect contiguous areas. 

Meanwhile, David Shooley has carefully 
documented the progress- of the HCP mitiga- 
tions, especially the attempts to create new but- 
terfly habitat where it has never before existed. 
"The places where they're trying to plant lupine 
are the shady, damp places specifically suited to 
dense dwarf scrub. Lupine needs the dry, sunny, 
open slopes. This is the last place of its kind in the 
world and these [HCP] mitigations are nothing 
more than a cruel joke." 

The people of Brisbane have overwhelm- 
ingly opposed the development plan for years, 
even going as far as to recall all but one of the city 
council members in 1989 for their pro-develop- 
ment leanings. One town resident, Clark 
Conway, is currently suing the developers and 
the city for violations of the permit process. 

Attempts are also being made to preserve a 
Native American village site on the grounds of 
the failed W.W. Dean development in South San 
Francisco. "Dean tried to get Japanese investors 
to back his project and he failed" says Schooley. 
"This is the biggest shell mound village site left in 
the Bay Area. Dean's plan is to bulldoze it and 
bury it under the hotel parking lot." One an- 
thropologist has dated the shell mound at over 
5000 years old. 

A recently released report on recovery plans 
such as the San Bruno HCP, prepared by the 
General Accounting Office (GAO) of the U.S. 
Congress, showed the process to be a dismal 
failure. According to the GAO study: 33% of all 
listed species populations are declining and 3% 
have become extinct in only the few years since 
records have been kept. The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service estimates that "at least 137 of the 
482 listed species are not likely to ever recover" 
due to lack of habitat. David Schooley's photo- 
graphs show that every attempt to create new 
butterfly habitat has failed. "They've tried ev- 
erything from fires to chemical herbicides and 
still the non-native stuff (gorse, fennel, broom, 
eucalyptus, etc.) comes back and smothers out 
the lupine. The reason is that they're trying to 
plant lupine where it was never meant to grow." 

The attack on Franciscan habitat is a very old 
one and it has came from all quarters. A two week 
spread on the front page of the Sunday Examiner 
Real Estate section recently praised the HCP and 
proclaimed: "The apparent resolution of the 
butterfly controversy came in 1983 after nearly 
two years and $2 million spent on a habitat 


survey. The survey broke new ground and one of its 
most important findings was that new construc- 
tion was not the worst threat to the butterflies." 
The report, subtitled "Developers are back on the 
saddle again", goes on to say, "More than the first 
agreement of its kind, the San Bruno Mountain 
HCP has served as the national prototype." 

As things stand right now, it doesn't look 
good for the critters and biological communities 
on San Bruno Mountain. Gesturing toward a fox 
hole one October morning, Shooley said "I see 
him around here a lot, he's real friendly. When 
he comes near me I always scream at him and 
chase him and throw things at him. I want him 
to know that I am not his friend." 

The developers of San Bruno, Southwest Diver- 
sified, will be returning after the winter rains, and Bay 
Area Earth First! will make a presence there. For more 
information, call the hotline (415) 949-0575 or 
contact Bay Area Earth First!, POB 83, Canyon, CA 

Brisbane 

Boardroom Bedlam 

As dawn broke on Wednesday, December 1 3 
in Brisbane, California, the filtered light illumi- 
nated something new at the intersection of 
Bayshore and Guadalupe Canyon Road: a banner 
reading "KILL LOCALLY, DIE GLOBALLY, NO 
NEW CITY ON SAN BRUNO MOUNTAIN" 
stretched across Bayshore Blvd. at about the 
height of a semi-trailer. 

Across the road in the curve of the parking 
lot of the City Hall building, a small group of 
people stood around exchanging "good morn- 
ings." We were protesting the destruction of the 
last sizable remnant of the native biome on the 
San Francisco peninsula to make room for con- 
dominium development just south of San Fran- 
cisco. 

After twenty minutes of picketing the road 
we decided to go en masse to visit the Brisbane 
City Hall, whose supervisors sold out their con- 
stituency and have been helping Southwest Di- 
versified Corp trash the mountain. When we 
entered the building, we discovered City Hall had 
interesting neighbors. Who did we find occu- 
pying the adjoining suite of offices but Southwest 
Diversified themselves? Slight change in plans — 
little detour. About thirty of us crowded into the 
SWD lobby, politely requesting to see the Presi- 
dent or CEO of SWD . The receptionist said he was 
in a meeting — and so he was — right on the other 
side of those windows. We immediately joined 
the execs in the boardroom, but before we could 
engage them in conversation, they left hastily 
through a back door. We decided to wait until 
they all got back from the bathroom, or whatever 
they went, and made ourselves comfortable 
around the table and in the lobby. Enter the 
Brisbane police who removed the occupying 
protesters one by one back to the lobby. 

Then an executively-attired reporter from 
the San Mateo Times showed up. It seemed the 
appropriate place for the interview would be the 
board room, so he and a spokesperson went back 
in to talk. The police looked a little suspicious, 
but the gray suit and the rumor that he was a SWD 
exec listening to our grievances seemed to pacify 
them . As the interview continued, people drifted 
back into the boardroom until it was once again 
filled with sign carrying EFlers. An 8 ft. high 
banner was stretched all the way across one end 
of the boardroom, covering the coffee nook and 
office-ette, complete with phone. Someone 
slipped behind the banner and began calling 
media while others served coffee and tea. Some 
native plant fanatic was seen poking poison oak 
seeds into the potted plants. A couple of people 
who insisted in trying to search out the hiding 
execs were ejected by the police, a little roughly 
the third time, but generally a good time was had 
by all (except of course for the cowering SWD 
execs), for close to 3 hours. While leaving, we 
promised to return soon, perhaps even making a 
weekly event. Call the hotline (415) 949-0575) 
for future San Bruno Mt. actions. 

— G.S. 
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ADC NASTINESS IN UTAH 

The FOGIs (Forces Of Greed and 
Ignorance) in Ujah are hard at work 
fighting their War on Wildlife. Yes, the 
Anim al Damage Control is alive and 
kickin in the Great Basin-Wild Rockies, 
sponging up federal funds, riddling public 
lands with bullets and M-44s, and 
slaughtering wildlife by the tens of 
thousands. As y’all probably know, the 
ADC program of the U.S. Department of 
.Agriculture was established in 1931 and 
given authority to destroy wildlife 
considered harmful to human enterprise. 
The agency was manufactured in a spasm 
of greed, with intents only to serve the 
livestock and agriculture industries. 
(According to Dick Carter of the Utah 
Wilderness Association, a primary 
impetus for the program was the desire to 
ensure peak supplies of livestock and 
agricultural products during the second 
World War How appropriate.) 
Obviously, ecological concerns were 
never considered 

In Utah last year ( 90) the ADC 
admitted killing 4500 coyotes 2QQ00 
starlings. 213 ravens, 198 red foxes. 55 
pumas. 22 badgers 6 domestic dogs and 
1 pronghorn antelope, among other 
unlucky and undeserving critters. 
Nationally, the deathtoll on songdogs 
reached a mind-blowing 91,221! The 
animals are killed with leghold traps, 
snares M-44 ballistic cyanide devices, 
and bullets, employing such methods as 
aerial gunning and gassing or burning 
coyote pups in their dens. Most of the 
ADC's activity occurs on public lands 
where livestock are grazing, and instead 
of requiring that the ranchers carry the 
burden of risk on their own shoulders- 
for instance by requiring better 
husbandry and other non-lethal methods- 
the government essentially gives the 
Earth-rapers yet another hand-out. 
Coyote get your lamb? Call the ADC. 
They'll be right out to exterminate the 
local coyote population. 

The aerial gu nning programs are 
especially nasty. The gunning occurs in 
winter months after snowstorms. Deep, 
fresh snow is necessary’ for this kind of 
an assault for two reasons: First, the 
pilots can easily spot the coyotes, and 
second the deep snow prevents the 
coyotes from making a fast getaway. In 
the wmtemme there are no sheep in the 
high country' of Utah's national forests. 
They arrive in the spring. Furthermore, 
and most incredibly the ADC admits that 
they have frequently flown aerial 
gunning massacres on allotments that 
received no predation during previous 
grazing seasons ! This type of genera! 
preventative rather than targeted killing is 
asinine! Predator ecologist Bob Crabtree 
was quoted by Michael Milstein in High 
Country News: What they (the ADC 
trappers and gunners) are doing makes 
absolutely no sense: killing coyotes like 
they do is like arresting every kid m town 
because someone stole a candy bar. " 

IN UTAH WILDERNESS 

On October 8.1991 the Chief of 
the Forest Service, in a curt and 
unprecedented move spawned in part by 
political pressure from Senator Jake Gam. 
reversed the decision by the Wasatch- 
Cache Forest Supervisor Susan 
Giannettino to discontinue aerial gunning 
in the Mt. Naomi Wilderness in northern 
Utah If you are amazed that 
indiscriminate slaughter of indigenous 
wildlife can be allowed in a wilderness 
area, you are m the right spirit. The 
Naomi is the only wilderness in this 
country-out of 500-where such practices 
are allowed 


There is one sheep operator who 
holds grazing permits in the Mt. Naomi 
Wilderness. The Forest Service, 
concerned about the questionable 
effectiveness of the predator control being 
carried out at this permittee's behest, and 
urged by appeals filed against the 
program, began a four-year 
Environmental Assessment (EA) requiring 
the permittee to document all coyote 
predation and use protective guard dogs. 
A 1991 Forest Service report showed the 
permittee failed to document the losses 
and did not utilize the guard dogs as 
prescribed (the scum). Since it was 
therefore not possible to determine 
whether there truly was need for the 
program, the Forest Service discontinued 
it. (Forest Supervisor Susan Giannettino 
is an uncharacteristically rational and fair- 
minded freddy. I hope my saying this 
doesn't get her fired. I d gladly retract 
and pour derision upon her in order to 
keep her around. ) 

The order has now been handed 
down from the top requiring the Regional 
Forester to conduct additional analysis to 
decide whether to allow aerial gunning, 
putting him in the uncomfortable position 
of choosing either to support the earlier 
Forest decision based on years of study 
and deliberation at a local level, or 
kowtowing to politics and allowing the 
practice to resume. 

Wild Utah Earth First! has let it 
be glaringly known that if the decision is 
foolishly made to resume aerial gunning 
in Mt. Naomi all sorts of unsavory 7 hell 
will be gleefully served up to all entities 
involved! 

ELSEWHERE IN UTAH'S FORESTS 

Utah's Dixie National Forest has 
a reputation for good of boy cow-and- 
timber-lovmg forest mismanagement. 
Thus, it is no surprise that the Dixie s 
predator control program includes use of 
all heinous methods and means available. 
This attitude has provoked appeals and 
suits by Utah-based advocate groups. 
The Dixie's current plan was appealed by 
five different parties. Individuals who 
reside near the forest which surrounds 
natural wonders like Zion, Bryce and 
Capitol Reef National Parks researched 
the ADC s activities and the Forest's EA. 
Drawing on information from Crabtree s 
studies on coyotes, legal advice, and 
common sense they assembled over a 
dozen appeal points that were 
categorically ignored by the Regional 
Forester (the same one invested with the 
decision-making authority for the Mt. 
Naomi issue). 

The EA and Decision Notice have 
provided a gloss)' attempt to give the 
public the impression that lethal methods 
will be relegated to last-ditch status. The 
decision states that lethal control will only 
be used after a permittee has tried non- 
lethal methods. However as was quickly 
recognized by activists that appealed the 
decision the document is so full of 
ambiguities and weasel words that it either 
leaves the evaluation of a permittee s 
request lorlethal control entirely up to the 
discretion of the (de)Forest (dis)Service 
without any meaningful guidance, or it is 
effectively impossible to implement. 
Already, as of January 1 st ADC has killed 
at least a dozen coyotes from the air. 



The Dixie has been especially 
surreptitious and deceitful in dealing with 
the forest advocates. When it was pointed 
out, in an appeal, that the Forest Service 
had purposely misrepresented the costs of 
lethal control (according to the state ADC 
Director himself ), the regional forester 
snidely replied that it didn't matter 
anyway, since the costs weren't critical to 
the decision. (However, the EA refused 
to consider, as an alternative, 
reimbursement to livestock owners for 
predation because the cost was 
prohibitive ", All evidence that we can 
find demonstrates that it would actually 
save hundreds of thousands of dollars. ) 

.Also, the appellants pointed out, 
during scoping, that some of the methods 
that the Dixie had been using were in plain 
violation of the forest plan. The Forest 
Service glibly stated that they simply 
interpreted the plan to allow all the 
methods that they had employed. (Forest 
advocate Sharon Hatfield incredulously 
replied: does the Forest Service also 
interpret the forest plan to allow r unning 
over coyotes with snowmobiles?") A 
document later turned up-predating the 
freddy s statement by at least a year— that 
shows that the Dixie had always been 
aware of its illegal use of certain lethal 
methods. In that document, a Dixie 
forester flatly stated in response to a 
permittee s request for lethal control, that 
he could not comply with the requests 
because the methods requested violated 
the forest plan. Concurrrent with the 
most recent decision, the Dixie amended 
its forest plan 

Most stark is the fact that the 
Dixie can demonstrate absolutely no need 
or justification for its use of indiscriminate 
lethal control. Studies over the last 9 
years show that predation has actually 
increased despite the fact that the ADC 
has employed all its vile tactics over this 
period of time and has killed about the 
same number of coyotes each year. There 
is no reason whatsoever to believe that 
population reduction is effective in 
reducing predation, and every reason to 
believe the contrary. 

Some of the parties that 
unsuccessfully appealed the decision have 
joined in filing suit in federal district 
court, with the Southern Utah Wilderness 
■Alliance taking charge of the litigation. 
WUEF! plans to keep the heat on in other 
ways as well. 

ON BLM LANDS 

ADC activities have been 
effectively attacked on BLM managed 
lands as well. The Utah Wilderness 
Association has called the BLM s bluff on 
the Vernal district in northeastern Utah. 
UWA appealed the current .Animal 
Damage Control EA as well as the plan 
that the district has been operating under 
forthepast decade. 

.Amazingly enough, the BLM has 
openly voiced agreement with challenges 
to the effectiveness of lethal control 
methods. The BLM has halted all 
predator control activities in response to 
the appeals, and BLM range 
conservationist E. Dwain Nelson openly 
declared that There is no indication that 
lethal predator control significantly 
impacts the coyote populations. They are 
a versatile species, and indications are 
coyote populations have actuallyincreased 
since 1900. Any BLM employee 
uttering such truths must certainly be 
looking for alternative employment. But 
at least the cat is officially out of the bag. 
Hopefully atrend will be started on BLM 
lands, which have been comparatively 
ignored in the ADC battle. 

By Sue Ring and Scott Williams 
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VJuefI Uowls At ADC 
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Some Forest Service 
employees came to gawk as we 
stepped up to the mike to lambast the 
ADC and demand that the FS and 
BLM IMMEDIATELY terminate use 
of ALL lethal control methods on 
public lands. Gary MacFarlane of the 
Utah Wilderness Association joined 
us and discussed the Mt. Naomi 
scenario. 

The next day, an article 
appeared in the Tribune. 
Unbeknownst to us, we had staged 
the demo on the very same day that 
Dixie National Forest officials in 
Cedar City announced that they 
would resume the aerial gunning of 
coyotes in that area. 

WUEF! has since let the 
BLM and the forest service know that 
we will not go away, and that things 
will get hotter until they begin to 
introduce responsible decision- 
making into their game of charades. 
We are awaiting pending crucial 
decisions to see if anyone is listening , 
and if not. it'll be showtime. 

Here are some ideas for 
predator advocates: Keep on 

championing the No Grazing 
alternatives in the NEPA documents 
prepared during planning processes, 
not only because public lands grazing 
is a vile and insane practice in itself, 
but also because the absence of 
grazing on NFs and BLM lands 
would render the ADC issue virtually 
moot. Also, were sending out 
feelers for any study or information 
relating to the effectiveness-or 
ineffectiveness-of lethal predator 
control in preventing predation on 
livestock. The NEPA process 
demands scientific justification for 
decision-making that we believe 
simply doesn't exist. Demand it of 
officials in your area. 

The killing continues simply 
out of habit and custom. The time is 
now to just say no to the wildlife 
thugs of the ADC. The time is now 
to find the War on Wildlife. 
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L E t’s Protest ! 


Wild Utah Earth First! is 
entirely fed up with the ADC and 
determined to send it to hell where it 
belongs. As a fledgling tribe, we are 
big on spirit and zeal but short on 
resources. So we decided to focus on 
ADC issues-at the expense of other 
concerns that definitely need 
addressing-in order to maximize our 
effectiveness. 

An article about the ADC 
appeared on the front page of the a 
Sunday edition of the Salt Lake 
Tribune describing reporter Jim 
Woolf's excursion with ADC trapper 
McNulty (who in a flurry of self 
aggrandizement proclaimed himself 
"Coyote Dundee" and man's "best 
friend ", also saying "I'll tell you. 
coyote killing gets in your blood. "). 
WUEF! decided the time was ripe for 
ranting and raving. On Thursday, 
December 12th, some 30 coyote 
huggers descended upon the 

downtown Salt Lake Federal Building 
to do some public educatin'. Banners 
went up, signs were carried, 
pamphlets were pamphletted. drums 
were drummed, and speeches were 
spoken. A spine-tingling group howl 
capped off the protest The reporters 
from all three major TV stations and 
both major newspapers showed up 
for the party, and Scott Williams got a 
live TV interview at noon. S.L. 
Tribune reporter Jim Woolf 
interviewed a number of us. Sitka, 
making the connection that this was 
the same reporter who had just gone 
out with "Coyote Dundee" on his 
dastardly coyote snaring rounds, 
articulated one perfect sentence in j 
response: "Coyote Dundee is a 

bloodthirsty. anthropocentric ' 

sycophant with testosterone '< 
poisoning. " Woolf did a doubletake | 
and said: "Could you repeat that \ 
please?" i 



BLURB ON, . . 

in December, WUEF! made its unwelcome and unsightly appearance at a 
National Senate Hearing concerning the 1872 Mining Law and Senator Dale 
Bumpers' bill calling tor reform of the law The Hearing was held in 
Salt Lake City, on "Capitol Hill", where a subcommittee of the Senate 
Energy and Natural Resources Committee sat center stage and listened to 
testimony from witnesses representing mining interests and 
environmental organizations. The pro-mining eco-fukkmg advocacy 
group. People for the West, staoed a demo before the Hearing, and WUEF! 
responded by conspicuously placing large banners on the cement walls, 
One banner simply exclaimed Earth First! -and signs we toted decried 
planetary plunder. The activity before the Hearing was a helluva lot 
more exciting than the Hear mo itself, but hev, (aside from maybe two or 
three sane voices from the panel comprised by environmentalists and an 
eloquent Native American woman;, it was a typical bureaucrap bastion of 
white men in ties telling white lies, so our expectations for any creative 
problem-solving or meaningful dialogue were admittedly quite low. So, 
okay. It wasn't really a big action or anything, but we die! sit-n- listen and 
scoff in all the right places. 


Legacy, Mine 

mining came 10 mv neighbor mountain 
her face it pitted 
a bombardment of greed 
shameful lejacv mine 
my face too suffers 
a contorted frown 
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A Disintegrating We Will Go 


Eeotopia Earth First! have provided a 
victory for the Forces Of Greed and Ignorance 
(FOGIs). By pulling out of the EF! Journal 
and encouraging similar reaction, they are 
facilitating the disintegration and demise of 
an important and effective networking tool, 
vital to the success of the radical 
environmental movement, nationwide. That 
this could be the consequence of a response to 
a mere decision to publish an article 
demonstrates a gross and irresponsible 
over- reaction by these groups and 
individuals. 

Let me make clear for the record 
that I am in complete agreement with the 
Eeotopia EF! disdain for the position 
represented in the "A Hunting We Will Go" 
article, Any encouragement of physical 
violence to humans is dangerous to activists 
in the field and has always been considered 
fundamentally intolerable in the radical 
environmental movement that spawned Earth 
First! 

However, Eeotopia EF! greatly 
overreacted to the article bv chastising the 
Journal editorial staff and disassociating 
themselves from the Journal The proper 
reaction would be to decry, in the strongest 
of language and with the greatest urgency, 
the opinions expressed in the article. And 
this should be done by as many EFlers as 
possible. In so doing, we would be saying 
"say what you want to say, gunboy. but 
whatever you are, you are not part of our 
movement ” 


I want to officially voice my respect 
and support for the important work that 
activists in the field are doing. I have great 
admiration for such people. And 1 am 
dismayed that such peaceful defense of 
Mother Earth could ever be met with 
violence at the hands of gun-toting FOGIs. 

But I do not believe that publication of an 
article like "A Hunting We Will Go" 
appreciably increases such unfortunate 
tendencies. Allowing the article to dismantle 
the Journal and the EF! network provides a 
victory for those whom activists battle 
everyday. 

I will continue to support the EF! 
Journal as an effective and invaluable and 
informative activist networking tool, while 
using it to decry opinions such as were the 
subject of the current controversy, and 
violence generally. I will not abandon what I 
see as a viable mouthpiece for the 
movement, but will continue to use it to 
broadcast loud and clear what the true 
philosophy of No Compromise in Defense of 
Mother Earth includes. 

Disassociating from the Journal 
merely puts the rest of the movement in the 
uncomfortable position of either choosing to , 
follow suit, thereby ushering the demise of 
an effective networking facility, or looking 
as though we support the position in the 
article by failing to follow Ecotopia's lead. 

As mentioned above, I think we need to stick 
together and formally and forcefully 
disassociate ourselves from the violent 
perspective, not from each other. The 
current reaction certainly gives the opposing 
forces of darkness a good idea of what to do to 
dismantle successful publications in the 
future, write a letter condoning something 
that is contrary to the philosophy of the 
movement, and watch everybody pull out. 

Of course, the entire episode could 
have been circumvented by refusing to 
publish the article, which is what Eeotopia 
EF! suggests should have been done. But this ! 
response is amazing to me. Yes, the Journal ! 
is the voice of the EF! movement. But it is not 
a propaganda publication, it is a forum for 
members of a movement that includes a wide 
variety of viewpoints and perspectives under j 
the common goal 'of biodiversity protection, j 
Just as biodiversity is an important and 
necessary characteristic of a healthy natural j 
world, it is similarly important to the world j 
of ideas and understanding. The importance | 
of free speech, which I doubt any of the 
Journal critics would consider challenging, 
is a reflection of the need for expression of 
diverse viewpoints in the interest of 
understanding and truth. A viable and 
responsible publication must always operate 
with this understanding. I would be very 
surprised if any of the ship-jumpers would 
encourage censorship in any other form, but 
fail to see how what they demand of the 
Journal m this case differs in any significant 
respect _ Scott WW*»"S 
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About the Journal... 

By Abe Ringel, originally, with a revised version by the entire collective 


In the beginning was the Movement and the 
Movement was Earth First!. The Movement cre- 
ated the Earth First! journal and it was good. 

Over the aeons, the ineluctable forces of 
evolution changed the Movement and, conse- 
quently, the journal. This came as a shock to 
many of us who believed that Earth First! and the 
journal were eternal and monolithic. For better 
or worse, they were taken for granted. 

Well here we are. Seemingly eternal mono- 
liths have been shattered and myths have 
crumbled. That which was is no more. 

Or so it seems. 

Will Earth First! continue? We believe it will. 
The emphases and methodologies may change, 
but not the old familiar theme (whatever THAT 
may be). 

Will the journal survive, and in what form? 
Will the editorial collective structure be retained 
or will it be replaced by a permanent sta ff? Will a. 
guiding philosophy ("party line") be e sta blished 
forthe Movement and the journal, and if so, by 
w h om ?H owwin~TTintinuitydrsucBphilosophy 
be implemented and maintained without creat- 
ing a Sierra Club-bureaucratic rigidity? 

The current editorial collective will proceed 
under the guidelines that sort of evolved in the 
mists of antiquity. These are that the editorial 
collective structure will continue, and that cer- 
tain basic principles will generally be adhered to. 
We have outlined the general workings of the 
journal and the collective below, as well as some 
of the challenges that we feel we will face in the 
future. 

The Editorial Collective 

Last year there was one journal editor, now 
there are many. Last year the journal came out of 
Canton, New York, now it comes out of an office 
in downtown Missoula, Montana. Like the Earth 
First! movement, the journal is on a shakedown 
journey, and probably always will be. 

One major reason for the changes was the 
perception that the journal had become the intel- 
lectual and moral monopoly of a small band of 
brothers whose thinking was not representative 
of the Earth First! movement. One of the several 
suggested solutions to the problem was to estab- 
lish a rotating editorial collective whose mem- 
bers would be assembled from various parts of the 
world. While not without problems of its own, 
many activists view this decision to be one step 
toward the goal of making the journal truly 
responsive to the movement. 

Who is eligible to become a journal editor? 
Any Earth First!erwhois:(a) reasonably aware of 
the local and national controversies surrounding 
wilderness destruction, (b) aware of the role EF! 
plays in halting the destruction and in expand- 
ing the wilderness, (c) demonstrably dedicated to 
direct action, and (d) basically literate. That's all. 

It would be helpful if editors were computer- 
literate, have editorial experience, and can work 
on at least one or two journal issues. It would also 
be helpful if editors could be in Missoula for the 
six weeks each issue requires, but the journal will 
try to accommodate EF!ers who cannot be in 
residence the full six weeks. For each issue, we 
would be willing to have one, or perhaps more, 
people with special situations, as the special situ- 
ations warrant. We would also be willing to try 
having a member of the editorial collective 
linked only electronically to the rest of the collec- 
tive in Missoula, though we are unsure of the 
exact workings of such an arrangement, since we 
have never tried this. The journal would hot be 
able to provide any hardware for any such poten- 
tial collective member, though such a member of 
the collective would probably need a computer, 
a phone, a modem, and a fax machine. Even if 
you cannot make it to Missoula for the full 
extent, or even at all, it would not hurt to throw 
your name into the ring to join a future collec- 
tive. 

To apply for membership in a collective, 
write a letter to the journal in Missoula detailing 
your reasons for wanting to become a journal 
editor. Describe the nature and extent of your 
activism (your activist vitae). Include as much 
information about yourself as you consider rel- 


evant and safe, together with some idea when 
you can and cannot be available. 

Each editor receives $300 per issue to cover 
at least some of her expenses. Every member of 
the collective gets the same payment, regardless 
of how adept or inept she may be. Lodging may 
be available at the journal office, and almost 
always is for those who want it. It ain't the Ritz 
Carlton, but would you live and work here if it 
were? 

Theoretically, five positions are available 
per journal issue, but the actual number of one- 
or-two issue editors needed varies with the 
number of longer-term editors around. Cur- 
rently, sitting collectives decide who should be 
on future collectives, usually two collectives 
down the road from the one making the decision. 
Each collective must have at least two female and 
two male humans, in accordance with guidelines 
agreed upon by activists from the Wild Rockies 
when they submitted a bid to publish the journal 
in Missoula. In addition, the collectivists should 
avoid limiting their choices to personal friends or 
to activists from their own bioregions in order to 
avoid establishing a dynasty of sorts. 

Beyond all this, the main criterion will be a 
dedicated commitment to Earth First! principles. 
And regardless of what you may or may not have 
heard, such principles do exist.... 

The Party Line 

What's a party line? A principle, a goal, an 
objective, a tactic, a strategy? Who decides what 
it should be, who makes it happen? Who needs 
one? 

All of this may strike some people as 
sophomoric or soporific, or pedantic, offensive, 
or fascistic. But if the journal is to minimize the 
possibility of being subject to the whims of each 
successive editorial collective, if the journal is to 
become representative of the diverse Earth First! 
adherence, we must explore this. 

To begin with, the journal is not like the 
New York Times, The Readers Digest, or Good 
Housekeeping . Our "clientele" are not the ad- 
vertisers who provide a lion's share of the rev- 
enues; we are not controlled by Weyerhauser, the 
Chamber of Horrors at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave, 
or the William Randolph Hearst Publishing 
Company. We're independent of corporations 
and governments for news or dollars. 

While this happy state of affairs may create 
some financial problems, does the freedom thus 
gained give each editorial collective the un- 
trammeled right to publish whatever it pleases? 
This matter was alluded to by the current collec- 
tive during several internal debates. "Alluded to" 
rather than explored since it became quickly 
apparent that certain topics are not Earth First! 
concerns. We are not involved, for instance, with 
certain questions perennially plaguing western 
civilization, regardless of their obvious impor- 
tance, such as the length of hemlines or the 
relative merits of the Mercedes Benz and the 
Cadillac. In short, there are obvious limitations 
to the topics that should appear in the journal. 

In one way or another limitations, prin- 
ciples, goals, objectives, methods, are all inherent 
in the "party line." While we do not need to 
become obsessed with the finer distinctions, we 
need to articulate a statement of mission. But this 
editorial collective decided that it was not up to 
us, or to any collective, to articulate a statement 
of mission. We just couldn't sit back and declare 
that what we're all about is saving the wilderness 
or subverting the dominant paradigm. (What's a 
paradigm, anyway?) This approach hasn't been 
all that successful, in any case. 

For the time being, the following will guide 
us in determining what should appear in the 
journal: 

1. The overriding goal of Earth First! is to sustain 
and restore the wilderness and its biodiversity. 

2. Earth First! uses direct action. 

3. Earth First! takes a no compromise stance. 
What Goes In 

We decide whether to include an article or 
letter in the journal by all of us sitting in a circle 
and debating the relative merits of each sub- 
mission. We usually include every letter to the 


editors (the general exception to this is when we 
receive several letters expressing similar view- 
points on the same topic, in which case we 
choose a representative letter). We do not edit 
letters, and key them into the computer as re- 
ceived, regardless of creative works by the 
grammatically challenged. So if you see weird 
spelling and provocative sentence structure in 
the SFB section, it is of the author's creation. On 
the other hand, we edit articles for grammar and 
usage; we suggest substantive changes in con- 
junction with the author's approval. To date, the 
individual preferences of each collective have 
determined which articles are printed in the 
journal and where they appear in the journal. 

Since each collective makes these decisions 
individually, how can we assure a continued 
adherence to EF! ideals in this decision-making 
process? Although activists at the Green 
Mountain RRR did not agree on the necessity for 
an advisory board for the journal, the concept 
was relegated for further discussion. At this 
point, we would like to open discussion on a 
possible journal advisory board, and its possible 
duties. 

The movement should first determine 
whether the journal needs an advisory board. In 
making this decision, activists must determine 
what the duties of any such advisory board would 
be, and how the board would perform these 
duties in the real world of telephones and key- 
boards and roadless area encroachment. The 
movement would have to determine how any 
possible advisory board would be selected. If the 
EF! movement decides that an advisory board is 
desired, the movement needs to determine the 
board's functions and mechanics. 

If you have ideas or suggestions on the 
workings of the journal, this collective suggests 
that you consider writing a letter to the journal, 
participate in the annual journal workshop at the 
RRR, or, more immediately, attend the EF! activ- 
ists conference scheduled for March 7-9 in Port- 
land, Oregon. 

This collective is offering these explanations 
and ideas in the hope of stimulating debate on 
what it will take to make the journal more ef- 
fective in serving and reflecting the diverse and 
dynamic EF! movement. 



Earth First! journal 
Income and Expense Report 


December 31, 1991 


1991 Income 

Donations 

14,983.34 

Subscriptions 

42,259.76 

Merchandise sales 

17,557.35 

Wholesale journals 

4,814.99 

Advertising income 

940.00 

Interest income 

541.80 

Misc. income 

2.971.37 

Total 

84,068.61 

1991 Expenses 

Contracts for services 

13,559.00 

Postage and shipping 

19,752.56 

Printing 

15,434.13 

Computers and office supplies 

7,935.32 

Merchandise 

9,779.15 

Phone 

2,266.22 

Merchandise refunds 

1,366.33 

Office rent 

1,875.00 

Advertising 

803.90 

Misc. cxDcnses 

787.93 

Total 

73,559.54 
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SFB, continued 


Dear SFB 

I am bewildered by the hue and cry 
surrounding Robert Marten's "A Hunting 
We Will Go. " I have never before seen such 
widespread misinterpretation of an article 
published in the Journal. 

While Marten did provide some handy 
pointers on how to provide steak and mut- 
ton for coyotes, he explicitly condemned the 
idea of shooting human hunters. In fact, he 
condemned this idea twice! So why all the 
misrepresentation of his views? Because 
Marten spiced up his brew with some of Tom 
Lehrer's classic lyrics? I sure hope not. We 
are in pretty sorry shape if the use of Tom 
Lehrers hilarious hunting rap has suddenly 
become taboo. 

In any case, what is so bad about trying 
to pressure hunters into empathizing with 
the animals that they will hunt? Even if 
Lehrer's song fails to make any hunters think 
about what they are doing, it will still remain 
one of the best anti-hunting songs ever. 




C. 


Dear Outraged Readers, 

After reviewing my November 1st 
submission, "A Hunting We will Go", I must 
humbly confess that the article's literary 
merits are indefensible. 1 initiated these 
articles to deal with the use and abuse of 
technology, suppressed information, and 
countermeasures. By adding Tom Lehrer's 
"Hunting Song", I completely departed from 
my own format and set a tongue-in-cheek 
tone of satire. Serious, factual data and satire 
have no place together, for they produce 
equivocation and a sense of double- 
entendre. Clearly, 1 singlehandedly blew the 
whole intent and purpose of the article with 
this literary blunderl 

Regardless of the impressions left be- 
cause of my errors, I assure you I do not in any 
way advocate homicide for any reasonl This 
notion is contrary to my personal ethics, as 
are hunting and trapping. In recognizing the 
damage done, I apologize to all offended 
parties and hope you will be charitable to- 
wards me in my ignorance. 

—Robert Marten, a.k.a. SFB / 


Dear Half-decomposed slime be- 
tween the aural orifices: 

Some comments about "A Hunting We 
will Go.” First, thanks to Robert Martin for 
writing the article. The tactic of condition- 
ing wild animals to fear humans is good, as in 
taking up hunting space and permits with- 
out killing wildlife. 

The second tactic of killing cows has 
been debated before. Cows are not wild 
animals. They certainly have no place in 
North America. There is no place where 
cows, astheyexisttoday, could survive in the 
wild. In one's primary concern is for the 
integrity of ecosystems, one should not have 
a problem with killing cows. If one's primary 
concern is with the life of a cow, which is 
significantly contribution to the destruction 
of ecosystems across north america, that is 
not an Earth First! position 

I realize that there is no official Earth 
First! position, but there are certain values 
that arise when one puts the Earth first. One 
is the integrity of ecosystems. The inherent 
value of all sentient beings is not one. 

As for the article encouraging shooting 
hunters, re-read the article! Mr. Martin made 
very clear his position on killing humans. 
Twice he explicitly states in strong words his 
opposition to this. I understood the bullet 
specifications to be for impressing other 
hunters and for killing cows. 

Have a sense of humor. 

Sincerely 

— Falling Leaf, Black Swamp EF! 

P.S. Keep up the good work, ed.s! 


is far removed from any other idea and ac- 
tivity I have had any part of in my five years 
of being and Earth Firster! This article sounds 
more like the work of a saboteur, not a 
collective with the responsibility for decid- 
ing what is appropriate for Earth First! news. 

I want to see a renunciation of this 
article in the next issue. 

— Larry Hansen > 



Earth First! 

I would just like to say a few words in 
regard to your article "A Hunting We Will 
Go." I appreciate your recognition of the 
value of the lives of cougar, mountain goats, 
doe, etc. but why contradict yourselves by 
suggesting that we kill "undesirable, 4 legged 
species"? 

Humane killing is a contradiction in 
terms, sort of like a humane clear-cut. No 
matter how quickly the murder is done a life 
is stolen and that's wrong. I assume the 
animal slated to receive a slug through the 
head is a cow. Granted, cows should not 
exist in the large numbers they do or even at 
all in many parts of the world, but they are 
sentient beings deserving respect. We can- 
not punish them for our crimes of genetic 
manipulation and overpopulation. 

If we want to fight the destruction 
animal agriculture is causing in the ecosys- 
tem we can begin by not relying on animal 
agriculture. Eat the foods primates were 
meant to eat: a better soldier for earth’s 
liberation. And if you want to go beyond 
veganism throw a monkeywrench their way. 
Sabotage a cattle ranch, a slaughterhouse, a 
meat market. But don't punish the victims: 
cows and other genetically manipulated and 
domesticated slaves, for the crimes of their 
oppressors: ranchers, factory farmers, 
butchers, meat eaters, and every other cog in 
the destructive machine animal agriculture. 

In Struggle, 

— Memphis Hardline 



Dear Shit for Brains, 

O. K. , you all did it to me, I am forced to 
write a letter. I usually don't stoop to such 
pathetic levels, but 1 am currently so aroused. 

Mr. A. Nony Moose, If you were not 
such a wimp you would shoot the ranchers 
and the freddies. Furthermore, if you were 
not such a wimp you would also shoot 
yourself after shooting many others. Human 
beings are the true polluters of the earth. You 
don't want cows to trample around and shit 
in the forest, but it is ok for you to do it. The 
cows are a product of the meat consuming 
death culture. If you eat meat or are any way 
part of or supporting this culture you had 
better aim the gun at yourself and pull the 
trigger hard and fast. Remember, if it weren't 
for humans' disgusting and totally unneces- 
sary habit of eating meat and dairy products 
cows wouldn't exist at all. So stop eating 
meat, stop trampling around and shitting in 
the forest yourself and aim your disgusting 
gun at the correct targets; the ranchers, 
freddies and meat and dairy eaters. 

— Mamoo The Wise 

PS. One more little rant, please let Douglas C. 
Taylor know that it is completely absurd that 
he should assert that people such as EFIers 
would work on wimpy ass measures such as 
Ducks Unlimited — "Lets save ducks so we 
can kill them. ” Say to Doug; Good riddance 
fella! 



Dear Editorial Collective: 

As an Earth First! activist I really resent 
the centerfold selection, "A Hunting We Will 
Go," in your November issue. The implica- 
tions and innuendos that were made about 
shooting hunters were not subtle or vague 
but quite obvious and direct. Printing some- 
thing like this in the Earth First! Journal is 
dangerous to all activists because of possible 
backlash of hunters. Moreover, the phi- 
losophy behind shooting and killing people 
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Dear Shit Fer Brains, 

You know I what think ? I think Bill 
Devall is pissed off because, if I remember 
right, someone called him an eco-patriarch 
in that book review he's talking about. And 
what did he do but respond in the most 
patriarchal way I can imagine - by using his 
muscle to remove as much financial support 
as he can from the paper that allowed some- 
one to call him names. That's what freedom 
of speech is all about in this society, isn't it ? 
Say whatever you want unless it crosses the 
person with the purse strings. Well, that's 
not what this movement is all about, so 1 say: 
Bill Devall, take your money and your 
powertrip and stick it up your ass. We're 
better off without you or anyone who has to 
control us with their money. And I'm not 
signing my name either, so hah\ 


To the editors... 

EF! you are shooting yourself in the 
foot. The result of the "Hunting We Will Go” 
article in this last November's issue has suc- 
ceeded in alienating key figures from the 
organization such as deep ecologist Bill 
Devall, and has caused Judy Bari, Darryl 
Chemey, and others involved in intense 
conflict, organization, and confrontation in 
the Redwood and Ecotopia areas of the West 
to dissociate themselves from the publica- 
tion pending further editorial policies. 

Articles such as this... 1. In advocating 
the killing of domestic cattle species as a 
solution to the range problem in the 
American West, aggravate public relations 
with the pro-cattle ranching community in a 
manner exasperating some of the tensions 
resulting from the ranch vandalism inci- 
dents of two years ago of which I thought 
Earth First! exonerated themselves from, 2. 
Advocate the killing of human beings 
(hunters) in a non-authoritarian, guerilla 
manner, a question completely unrelated to 
the anti-poaching policies of select National 
Parks in Africa, and 3. invite severe public 
relations disasters to those ranging from the 
opposition to mainstream environmental 
organizations to those on the fringes of the 
Earth First! movement itself. I demand an 
editorial review policy in the journal to 
prevent such articles from being printed in 
unedited form like this again for the safety of 
the journal and the security of the move- 
ment. I want the Ecotopian Earth First! 
organizations reincorporated into the na- 
tional network provided by the journal, and 
1 want important deep ecologists to retam 
th eir ties with the tribe/organizatjorr Mi^ 
/Ann Thropy and his anti-overpopulation \ 
j AIDS articles may have been one thing, but 
I this is anarchy in the movement as repre- J 
/ sented or not in the journal carried too/ 

dangerously afar. — 

' ?MOLE" UNIONVILLE, INDIANA 

f't/C • l 


>eople 


are some of the people who railed against the 
previous journal staff for being too control- 
ling. That staff, and the Formanistas in 
generally, called their critics "the California 
faction, " but I don't think this does justice to 
the diversity of EF1 activism in California, 
even in the north. I think a more useful way 
of identifying them is as the Redwood Sum- 
mer crowd, because that campaign exem- 
plified some of the current issues that are 
arising in the current criticism of the journal. 

rjZSr — Atmost eve r y exper i e nced act'ivfstT', 

7\now who went to Redwood Summer had a 
miserable time there. Tf was nor just because 
i'"the Tf6es continued To fall unimpeded, de- 
spite anything we did. It was also depressing 
to encounter propaganda from our own 
“organizers" that ran directly counter to why 
we were there. Neophytes were being told 
that the campaign was, at least in part, for 
sustainable logging; but the time for any 
logging there has long since past — there is 
simply not enough left — and many of u s 
ca me with the uncompromising philosop hy 
of Not One More Ttpp n perspective that wa s 
s pecifically disclaimed. '^W hether or not Red- 
wood Summer demonstrated anything to 
the world is another question. It showed me 
that the people in charge weTe acting more 
and more like the heads of an organization, 
valuing personal control more than grass- 
roots direction, willing to compromise goals 
to gain political clout. 

'ire nnm rollin g 

f or more accountability and "movemen t 
c ontrol. " It seems to me that this only moves 
us towards increased bureaucracy and orga- 
nization. Accountability demands accoun- 
tants, and who will these be? Forgive me if I 
suspect that the self-important people who 
are calling for this have themselves in mind 
for the job. Jn short. I think that the current ] 
jc rv from the Redwood Summer organizer s 
or "movement control of the Tnumal" is ■- 




jeally a gambit for Egotopian control of thq 
liaovemenE ' 





Sear- / - <■> ^ \ ^ f' 


v' 


SFB: 

When we began publishing the 
journal in Missoula last year, it seemed un- 
likely that we would ever constitute a faction 
of the movement. There’s a good bit of 
diversity among the crowd here, and beyond 
that, the structure of the revolving edi- 
torial collective would safeguard movement 
representation. It seemed to have worked. 
We’ve had 29 editors so far, including local 
contacts from Virginia, Texas, Montana and 
California, and other activists from else- 
where in California and Montana, and from 
Washington, Oregon, Arizona, New Mexico, 
New York, and England. We've published 
Blank Walls from groups in Florida, Wash- 
ington, California, Oregon, and Australia. It 
felt pretty representative. 

But in looking back at the various 
collectives, it seems that there have been 
some common tenetC-Egrhapsthe strongest 
of these, after a love of the wilds arid a 
commitment to do what it takes to defend 
them , has been a general belief that this 



m ovem ent . J(Ve-have felt that it would be 
more useful to have an open discussionthan 
to present a party line^ With this in mind we 
have evaluated submissions based on their 
clarity and utility and not on their politics or 
on their authorship. We basically require 
that material be relevant to biodiversity and 
wilderness, and/or the struggle to sustain 
and restore them, but beyond that we have 
intentionally not limited discussion to some 
particular range of ideas that we happen to 
feel are appropriate or correct. 

Itjhas amazed me how many 
people just don't get this , fn on e i ssue we 
printed^ articles on bo th animal rights a nd 
shooting cows, and got subseque nt subscrip - 
tioii'cancellafibns from both gun nuts and 
bU nny fiu ggejs,' who united in their intol- 
erance of seeing anything with which they 
did not agree. Okay, well, I’ll admit that this 
pan-offensiveness has in part been a delib- 
erate strategy to keep our mailing list man- 
ageable, an admission I know will not sit well 
with those who think that for the movement 
to grow (ah, that dear old American value) it 
must be accessible, which is to say, generally 
palatable. 

I'm afraid that pro-growth EFIers 
would be more comfortable with the pro- 
control organizers who have been the jour- 
nals most vociferous critics. Ironically, these 


Organizations can do things that 
undirected movements can't. They can 
present cohesive demands, carrying the 
clout of their membership. They can de- 
velop a consistent ideology and they can 
raise and spend lots of money. They can 
avoid being repeatedly embarrassed by sun- 
dry dopers and criminals. They can establish 
unquestioned leadership, and delineate.who 
is most important/*In many ways, formal 
^"organization would well serve the apparent 
1 1 needs of the RS organizers. 

But not the rest of us. £>rganiza_- ^ 

t ion wouldn't kill the Earth First! movement , 
■only the best parts of it. This movement'! 
■greatesrstreHgths haVfe been its diversity, its 
unpredictability and its lack of compromise. 

sistent, acceptable voice, the more we 
weaken.the.se strengt hs. This has happened, 
in some local areas, such as the northcoast of \ 
California, wher e many of t he orig inal EF! 
irganizers, lik ^Don MorrispfWillit^ and th«( 
oiks in Areata wno did actually map Head- 
vaters, are no longer active in a group that is y 
iretty well dominated by a few people. I'<j 
hate to see t^tVp* happen n ationally. J 
e Journal is important in this. It 
can either help sell a smooth pleasant image 
of radical environmentalism, or it can be a 
garrulous mess of conflicting debate. Well, I 
like to read stuff I don't agree with. I don't 
even mind talking to people about some of 
the ugly issues the journal has raised, 
whether the ecological role of AIDS or the 
renunciation of tree-spiking. I'm glad that 
there are ecological fanatics. But all this 
prating about control bores the hell out of 
me. 


In reading this, I'm not sure it ad- 
equately expresses my anger and disgust at 
these shabby and egotistical maneuvers for 
power. I'd like to be careful here, because 
some of these'people are my friends. I'd like 
this discussion to concern issues rather than 
personality; unfortunately^ personality 
seems to begone ofthe big issues. I think its 
time to either drop the self-aggrandizement 

and form new ecorporqtiom^Either course 
oF action would be respectable, andjgcmJd 
strengthen Earth F ji 

(to tame and dam a wild movemenlwjjl only 
yiamper the wor k and in 
— D. N. Varmint, ex -collectivist 


... " 

.•■Sv. -: v ' 

• • * . . ■ 





Note to the Journal Staff- 

Please remember, Judi Bari & Her 
group, which I call "Workers First!" are the 
loudest but not the only folks in Northern 
California. 

I for one, love the “Montana” Journal 
and feel it represents the wide range of 
opinions EFiers across the country have. I 
don't want to agree with everything in it, I 
want to know what other folk are thinking. 

I keep hoping Judi will rename her 
group. She is doing fine organizing &coa- 
Ution building with workers-but mass orga - 
nizing isn't my idea o f EF1 . S he says she keeps 
' the EF! name because she can't afford a new 
t-shirt wardrobe - perhaps EFiers can take up 
\a collection? j 

Earth First! should be "lean and 
mean." Our best role is as the 
monkeywrenchers and whistle blowers - let 
other organizations do the more mundane 
work - after all, it's going to take every kind of 
stratagy to achieve a healthy planet. But that 
doesn't mean one group has to do every- 

. thing! ' . — — — — - — — — 

h One of the reasons EF! appealed to me \ 



^-SEQUOIA 


was they DID NOT run meetings or make : 
decisions by formal concensus process - what j 

has ha ppened??? \ — — — ' 

,ets Get Wild— i'" ( \ 

' Uv# 

— ( 

Dear SFB, 

As the elected (unpaid) officer of a 
non-profit called Wilderness Defense!, 1 am 
writing to express our group's support of the 
EF! Journal and its editorial collective. We 
have been receiving mail from activists sug- 
gesting that the Journal and its staff need to 
be investigated concerning various contro- 
versies. Although we don't agree with ev- 
erything in the Journal, or the movement 
itself, we welcome the diversity, controversy, 
and humor within the publication's pages. 
Yes, we were not offended by “A Hunting We 
Will Go” in the Samhain edition. The edi- 
torial collective is doing a great job under 
difficult circumstances — they need our 
thanks, not our constant criticism.<lll s tim^ ~ 
* -fffiaTwe pladedrnSfe emphasis on life, wilder- \ 
j nes sTSHcTIaughter; and less on bickering and / 
V nitpipckingj 


Dear Shit fer Brains Earth! Firsters! 

I thank you for shareing good time's & 
bad. I would like to reflect for a moment with 
you. Despite the fact that people in the 
movement have not taken a good shit in 
day's we should always offer a hand when 
they need a wipe. By this I mean I think 
humor is the best tool to control Ego's and 
therefor we all need to cry the laughter, and 
the pain. But I take issue with anyone who 
"thinks” instead of "do's" action do you or 
don't you that is the question! It's said that 
the jomal is doing this or doing that, badly, 
so we've been infiltrated.It's time to move on 
one step at a time and continue to dream and 
demand more Bison cleaner water, mutual 
respect for all life, because to face the ex- 
tinction of half of all species in the next few 
years and denied a human reaction "Time to 
stop the bullshit" Live & Let Life Live is the 
because we are all in the same boat, and it's 
sinking, ring a bell in your cranial crop? I 
would also like to tell everyone that's trying 
to define Earth First! erism Let's not be petty 
fractionalism dog do in the Shoe! If there 
were only 200 two hundred real EFiers out 
there burning 1 dozer every week for a year 
10,400 ten thousand & four hundred dozers 
later we would be able to see tangatable 
results, instead of talk walk, when in 
doubt, ..duck. When giving advice put it to 
action Get off you ass and do something! By 
the way I eat when Im served no complaints. 
But Beluga's are going EXTINCT! 

As Thomas Pain once said: "When 
opinions are free, either in matters of gov-? 
eminent or religion, truth will finally andL 
powerfullyprevail." V 

Bison not Cows 

Salmon not Braindead Yuppie Hatch- 
ery trout 

Stop your silence/Behave like Coyote 
— Too Posioned To Reproduce 


-Roger J. WLndell 



Dear Scatskull, 

The EF! Journal has provided some 
damn fine reading material over the years, 
with tips & sage advice from some real clever 
folks out there, as well as that special feeling 
in the knowing, I'm not alone in this. Here in 
the Great Northwest, one works alone. These 
plunderers of the forest and lands are armed, 
dangerous, and butt-ignorant. 

, \\j yv jspiking and road-stars) that could result in j 
Hi touts! \VVj i bodily harm, if all warnings and flag spikes j 

Don t listen to all the whining. If folks ^)i are ignored, but I've never deliberately ^ 
were really disgusted they'd just walk away ^ harmed anyone, just machines, tools fitsuchy)' 
without a letter. Which leads me to this little V However its often difficult to tell somS 1 
recipe left me for HunteT Fricasee by a coast re dnecks from his/her dirt-toys, so it gets-. 


Mule. Oee-c 


Dear SFB: 

Can't seem to face up to the facts ;I’m 
tense and nervous — Can't relax... 

So some Ecotopians bum their EF! 
membership cards after reading homicidal 
intent into R. Martin's article, declare that 
they "are not laughing," and resign. 

Now everyone's free to wave their flags 
far and wide, true, but we couldn't't help but 
notice one or two hunt sab flags flying in 
ecotopia's anti-journal parade. The sabs are 
touted as "courageous," "true eco-warriors, " 
in unity with the secessionists. Its flattering, 
but gag me with an aiihom. . .. the truth is 
that most sabs we know — ourselves in- 
cluded — hate flags and pedestals, and seek to 
avoid monolithic collective dogmas or poli- 
cies, sabs cover a wide spectrum on issues 
from animal lib to ecology to anarchism to 
"violence." Admittedly, while some of us 
have stooped to poking hunters with ski 
poles, most do fall on the non-violent end of 
the spectrum. Regardless, we resent being 
lumped together as having some party line or 
as being part of ecotopia's separatist diatribe. 

And as far as we can tell, a lot of sabs 
really liked Martin's piece and felt that it had 
substantial strategic value, especially with 
regards to info gathering. We've learned way 
more by pretending to be hunters (which 
involves knowledge of hunting and guns) 
and actually hanging out with the yahoos 
than by reading environmental documents. 
Martin's piece is inspiration to carry such 
investigations further. 

Can't sleep 'cause my head's on fire/ 
Don't touch me — I'm a real live wire. . .. We 
hope that people are inspired by the article to 
contribute to a diverse pro-wildlife move- 
■■>And we hope thaToTKers in EF! rec- 

I ognize diverse tactics as a key to strong and 
long lasting resistanc e. Let's face it — arme d 
resistance is nothing new to liberation j 
movements at home or worldwide. Fromr 
Nicaragua to the Black Panthers to the Eco-f 
Terrorist Pie Brigade, those, who hav e de- ' 
h fieri to take up arms shoul d be respec ted 
and honored for that decision . While that 
doesn’t mean we should all be stockpiling 
arsenals, it might make us think twice before 
denouncing comrades who chose different 
or more extreme tactics. Disagreement and 
dissent are healthy. Stomping out of the 
room when others don't play by your rules 
seems to us like an immature power trip 

Psycho Killer — Qu’est ce que c’est? 
Run run run, run run run away! 

So let's hear it for the Journal collec- 
tive! We can only echo the points brought 
up in^ffison’j ap 



woman named Cougar Annie... 

Cannibalism is far more useful than 
preying on other species. Sad for our kids, we 
really don't need to actually kill anybody to 
reduce the population: AIDS is doing a far 
more efficient job than the most zealous 
group of hunters. Even selective slaughter is 
unlikely to rid the gene pool of those greed 
genes. 

If anyone is so frustrated with the state 
of the earth that they need to kill other 
predators, Paladin Press (800-392-2400) 
publishes the most efficient means, for en- 
tertainment purposes only, of course. A 
separate newsletter might be a vehicle for 
such views, a la Sahara Club. I'd certainly 
subscribe. 

We spend so much time worrying 
about our damned image, bickering among 
ourselves. Don't think it hurt when Darryl 
Fucking Chemey renounced tree spiking? 
Why criticise Foreman when he's served his 
purpose to bring us all together? Is there 
really much difference between blowing 
away hunters and “A Call to Freedom Riders 
to the Grand Canyon"? In certain contexts, 
both are not really such wacky ideas. If 
humans become extinct on this planet, we'll 
see a lot worse than these before it's over. 
Devall leaving and trying to take all his 
marbles with him — can't he see that the 
process this is is deep ecology? Et tu, 
Ecotopia? 

Just “think like a mountain": do the 
work that needs to be done, follo.w your own 
vision for healing the earth <_The reason 
we're in this mess is all of us have been too 
worried about looking good. All these letters 
might have been far better written to poli- 
ticians rather than, wasting our precious 
venom on each other. Get a more spiritually 
acceptin g uncomprom ising slant — Us5eo.to 
■SeedT Use that energy to really read, follow 
and rign Karen Pickett's ALIVE AND WILD 
f j EF! declaration. 

Love, 


i fuzzy sometimes, but one thing is crystal^ 
& clear. Mr. Logger-Developer-Dirtkicker has 
■~i.NO QUALMS about doing bodily harm ta j 
j"me, as long as he/she can get away with itSj 
)$■] Not that 2wrongsequalright but I agree with 
Foreman & Co. in that this is a WAR, and 
■£?WAR begets casualties. It's also a WAR that 

swe are losing. 

’ Silt e/TTail srnlTmcfvirgin lands of pure 
Earth, Air and Water, but I can feel the cold 
death as it creeps in, can't you feel it? 

Yes, of course things change, the 
journal!, the people as they crash & bum out, 
the enemy in his chrome, grey, and glass 
disguise. Damn journal almost got me 
skinned when an EF! plea for money showed 
at my rural POB rather than at my Portland 
shipping address. (They got it off my check). 

It took many beers and even. more lies to 


perng perpetrated upon us to discourage us 
TWO T HINGS: WE AkE Al WA R, The \ 
Earth is dying all around us. There is notime 
t o argue about shit like killing cows or th e 
p olitically correctness of hunti ng oT hunt ihg 
hunters. COME ON PEOPLE NOW, GET 
TOGETHER RIGHT NOW. WE-H AVE A1 G- 
ENEMY OUT TO DESTROY US i The "Brown" 
movement has solidified through groups 
purported to be grassroots protectory, of the 
* sacred. rights . oi land qwne rship . "^T here are\ 
undreds of chapters of "Multiple USe" (read 
plunder public lands) groups bent on de- 
stroying all environmental controls. They 
are well funded by the present power elite. 
The sooner we get to kickin their ass instead j 

of each others, the better fer-the-planet ' 

For me, I trust no one who has lost the 
BIG vision of saving the Earth from our- 
selves. If we humans don't curb our appetite, 
it will be done for us by a greater power & the 
Earth will shake us o ff like so many fleas ory 
a dog. jfie^welT my~Tfffelids &. ltSppy~Se-y 

a^l — y/- 

Tbi all (hat's v 


>rout's eiJitorfals —The 


^'Thdustria! 




— CJ Hinke 
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-The Hermit ofTire Mountain 


issues oFspeciesism. thought poli ce, etc. as 
for Ecotopia ^ we here in Santa Crug ’ 
all like crazy .but geez TTOtlWeez^-lighten upi 
' Repossess the Earth! 

— REPOTOP1A EF! 

P.S. If you don't print our letter as a 
sidebar, Repotopia EF! will immediately 
withdraw from the movement. 

Dear SFB: 

On Heros and Quitters 

I've been an active EFler since 1983 but 
never have been so moved by the Journal as 
I have the last few issues. 

Robert Marten deserves a medal. Ditto 
for Rod Coronado and friends. The courage 
and dedication of these people are an inspi- 
ration to my life. These, to me, are true heros. 
And for the countless critters who would 
' otherwise be condemned to die at the hands 
of sadistic trappers and fur farmers, they are 
also true heros, I'm sure. 

I am therefore mystified at the bizarre 
reaction of Ecotopia, Bill Devall, etc. Are 
these folks so puffed up, fragile and frail that 
a single humorous anti-hunting article pops 
their balloon? Because they have accom- 
plished some success and fame they are now 
omniscient? They presume to know not 
only which writing styles will incite the 
masses against us, but they can also pinpoint 
specific articles which, when printed "di- 
rectly . endanger lives." GET REAL GUYS! 
^Tighten upT_^ou want to “regain control of 
the Journal”? Who elcted you Kings and 
Qu eens ? There's a whole other world of E F! 
activists but here, and to us, the Journal has 
rieVfit been better. ManyoFuY" grass roots 
Types"(without name and fame) feel we now 
have a voice. Please understand, you do not 
own the movement or the Journal, you are 
but a small, tiny part of it. If one article 
offends your tender sensitivities then per- 
haps you'd best ride off into the sunset o n 
your very hig h ho rses^T ender people haV 
.--beefi "quitting ” since day one. If your big \ 
focus is on how to NOT offend people then j 
EF! is not for you, so pleeezedo nT w aste your j 
energyl and oursUrVihg tcTcensor o r pun ish ' 
Ghe Journal/' — 

I've showed "A Hunting we will Go" to 
numerous non-EFIers, including hunters, 
kids, pacifists and assorted activists. The 
universal response has been hearty laughter. 

I thought it was one of the best articles in a 
long while. Through the years the Journal 


has published numerous articles praising 
plagues and other means of human destruc- 
tion. That was o.k.? (Mostly hungry women 
and children I guess). But the audacity, the 
heresy, of even humorously suggesting 
harming the great macho God, the Hunter, 
seems to strike tenor into these timid hearts. 
What gives? I have a bumper sticker which 
reads "Conserve Hunters, Harvest one To- 
day." Does that mean I kill hunters? No. 
However it is a potent lesson (humorous 
too). People are shocked at the thought, yet 
quickly realize the distorted world-view 
we’ve internalized that allows us to inflict 
this humanist mentality ("harvesting") on 
other sentient beings. 

Marten's lesson is compassion, and his 
genius is passing on the inspiration and 
wherewithal! for others to do the same. 
Killing defenseless animals is sick. It is totally 
unnecessary. Vegetarians are healthier, live 
longer and have 16 times less impact on the 
Earth than the corpse-consumers. The Jour- 
nal, as usual, is ever-growing, ever-changing 
and ever-offending. Quitters will always 
come and go, a dime a dozen. However these 
quitters seem to be threatening financial 
blackmail, so I urge all fellow EF!ers to send 
$ to the Journal, give gift subscriptions, etc. 

Deepest thanks to Sprout, Allison, 
Chim Blea and other wonderful women 
warriors who are voicing what thousands 
have felt for so long. How refreshing to hear 
the voice of compassion and Reason loud 
and clear. 

Actually I hope the quitters don’t quit. 

I just hope they grow up, relax a little, laugh 
a little, put aside differences and realize it's 
time to work together, work towards unity. 
Better to get bent out of joint by Earth de- 
struction, not some sincere activists personal 
expression. The article was not a heinous 
crime, it was a bit of long overdue humor. 
Let's keep it in perspective. 

— Vistara Parham, Wyoming 

Dear Shit Fer Brains: 

No, I don't own a gun. I have never 
touched one, and I'm not planning to. 1 
deplore the whole stupid macho culture in 
which men (and some women who accept 
the scam) own and display guns to prove 
they're men. Yet I am opposed to gun con- 
trol: as with the prohibition of alcohol in the 
'30s, the prohibition of handguns would 
only create a huge "gunl egging" industry, to 
the further profit of those folks who also give 
us the international drug trade. 

BUT. Let me tell you, briefly, about a 
recent land struggle in a remote corner of 
northern New Mexico: 

A chunk of land in Rio Arriba County 
had been held de facto by a Spanish family for 
many, many years. Though the state said the 
family had no true title, it accepted taxes. So 
it was a murky legal situation when it was 
announced that a "development" corpora- 
tion had purchased the land for a ski resort, 
and everybody could kindly disappear. 

The people of the town of Tierra 
Amarilla did all the usual things: legal suits, 
intense publicity, rallies, etc. But they did 
something else: under the direction of a 
Vietnam veteran, they occupied the land: set 
up a camp and a 24-hour-a-day armed guard. 
There was talk of sending in a SWAT team. I 
was half-convinced Uncle would simply 
bomb the hilltop site from helicopters. But 
government backed down, ski sharks hauled 
ass, and the matter was finally adjudicated in 
court. 

Would the victory have been won 
anyway? It's unknowable. My own opinion 
is: No. 

I am NOT advocating everyone go out 
and arm themselves. In a nation where every 
level of government is armed to the teeth, it 
is a very serious decision indeed. And every 
situation is different, demanding its own 
strategy. 

It's true that a certain rabbi said "Turn 
the other cheek.” But the Talmud says, "If 
one comes to harm you, strike first. " 

How one strikes is, of course, the 
question. For the courage of those who 
choose never to pick up a gun u nder ANY 
circumstances, I have re sp ect. ^ ^fhit I also'"'. 
(TespecT those w ho sat up on that* hilltop in’ 
uRio Arnba tnoseTong nights. 

~ Unarmed OR armed, you're risking i 
your life when you go up against The Ma n. ' 

As for the specific article on hunting 
that so exercised some people, my own re- 
action was "Hmm, another asshole." That’s 
my reaction to some EF1 articles — but no 
other publication provides so much INFOR- 
MATION on struggles all over the world. 
That's why I started reading it, and that's 
why I'll continue reading it. 
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This is still SFB 


Dear whoever it is that also has shit 
for brains, 

I remember when I first heard about 
Earth First! I was truelly surprized, and 
strengthened to know there really are People 
who think like me. That must of been the 
time Earth First! began to stir. 

After all the years and some serious 
bullshit jive I still feel that way. 

I written several times over the years, 
and as far as I know , various travestys' have 
decided all my letters were travesties'. It's 
good to know I bother People. 

What the hell, I have paper, pen, 
stamp, being unemployed, Living close to 
the Earth in the Wilds (are you?), plenty of 
time to kill, here's another travesty for you. 

1 wish this paper was recycled stock but 
such are by far unaffordable. 

Being a Hippy Hillbilly peasant I have 
little resource to do much out here, but to try 
and inform the local community of what I 
may. They are mostly miners, or loggers. 
Yahoo! I haven't shot yet. 

Actually, pretty nice folks around here, 
Just trying to survive and be safe, sound and 
happy, like me, & you. 

It's up to us to make new paths that 
they can live in better ways. They're too busy 
to do it. 

Oh well. What the hell! Fuck it 

On with the show! The must go on. 

To whom it may concern, 

Great Solstice and full Moon Days. 
Imagine Humanity has actually disturbed 
the ecology of the Moon! Just what poisons 
were left behind up there surrounded by 
crushing tread marks. What unknown bal- 
ance & Lifeforms of the Moon are disturbed 
or dead? Imagine there are those who would 
fire missiles laden with radioactive cargo of 
wastes poisons, into the essence of Life on 
Earth our Sun! 

Imagine, there are those who manu- 
facture those radioactive atoms of cancer, in 
huge quantities, and contaminate our planet 
with them! 

Imagine the Forests falling to greed 
sickened psycho paths , factories manufac- 
turing chemicals that will kill in 
immeasureably small amounts, and broad- 
casting Mountains of it all over Earth, 40,000 
Children dying of famine, 100 species of Life 
disappearing off of the face of Earth each 
Day! Imagine individuals being created by 
society as a necessary product, during nor- 
mal operation, to rape to torture, to walk into 
a public place and gun down 25 innocent 
People, or to Man a death squad and carry 
out such evil as a government agent! Imag- 
ine the torment and murder of a whole 
planet of innocent creatures, to bring lavish 
luxury, and power over fellow humans, 
stimuli to a handfull of drunken psycho- 
paths of no conscience, or compassion! 

Hard to imagine, but it’s True. 

That is why the world of victims hasn't 
yet risen up against the destroyers, and 
smashed them down. It's hard to imagine. 
It's too big, beyond the scope of the imagi- 
nation of most People. To People who must 
work hard to pay their bills, to keep them- 
selves alive, and happy, who have no time to 
expand their horizons, the extents of our 
worst problems are inconcieveable beyond 
belief. Only when the hobnail boots are 
kicking in their doors, or the streams turns 
into a sewer of death and cancer amidst their 
family, can they imagine broadly enough. 

Too late. Oh well — — ■y 

t — Ain't' nS'fime for squabbles and war 

' within the lines of our battlefield alliances. 
Get off that fucking bullshit folks! Not even 
worth the ink & paper you spend or pub- 
lishing the comments of idiots who spawn & 
perpetuate such rank shit! Smells of agitators 
infiltration to me. Fuck it! Damn all the 
bullshit! Lots of differances between mem- 
bers of the Family. 

We’ll wurk Ihul'bullsfrit out afteTThe 
victory celebration, hopefully in an atmo- 
sphere of mutual respect, and universal 
equality. 

Fuck itl 

On with the show! 

The show must go on. 

— Tommy Walen, Laughing Deer 


Dear Shit For Brains, 

This letter goes out to all who have 
canceled subscriptions to the journal or are 
thinking about it, because of a personal dis- 
agreement to something written or said 
therein. (Animal Rights-shooting cows- 
hunting etc.) 

j \ Free thinking and Freedom of expres- 
/ sion rewhat the journal is all about. It is what 
I Keeps us eco-defenders informed and enter- 


tained. It is intended to educate and stimu- 
late ideas. Nothing in the journal is set in 
stone, and nobody forces a belief on you. Just 
because you disagree with anothers opinion 
is no reason to hurt our movement, for even 
though we are coming from different direc- 
tions, we are all heading the same place. 
Rather than boycott the journal and aban- 
don the fight, become an activist, send letters 
to the journal with your point of view. Maybe 
someone can leam something from what 
you have to say, and if not that, at least 
stimulate a thought or idea. 

Giving up is the easy way out, and 
thats just what the mega-cooperations and 
freddies want. Think ! about it. 

— Skeeter Lightner 

. ..... 

Dear SFB; 

It seems to me the Yule ‘91 issue rep- 
resented a watershed for EF! After the tur- 
bulent events affecting the EF! movement in 
the last couple years I've had my doubts 
about whether the movement — and par- 
ticularly the Journal — would survive as such. 
(Of course the survival of EF! and EF! Journal 
as such aren't what's important, but I won’t 
digress.) 

I believe the split-off of the Bari/ 
Chemey group of activists from the Journal 
will ultimately improve matters for them and 
the Journal. Irreconcilable differences had 
arisen and a(nother) no-fault divorce was in 
order. 

Bari et al are entitled to their opinions 
about what the Journal should and should 
not print. But what struck me most about 
their message was that they feel that some 
articles the Journal prints may endanger 
them and their loved ones. Bari and her 
friends are engaged in courageous and vital 
work on the North Coast and don't need an 
aggravated hostile climate around them. It's 
a valid position. 

Allison Slater, too, makes totally valid 
points on behalf of the Journal. A true EF! 
publication cannot and must not pull 
punches or censor its writers beyond certain 
agreed-upon limits. Individual writers will — 
and must — be free to express controversial, 
nay outrageous viewpoints. 

In a similar vein, 1 was confused by Bill 
Devall's tenor in regard to book-reviewer 
French's critique of Deep Ecology. Of course 
French in clueless about Deep Ecology, EF!, 
and obviously pretty inexperienced as an 
organizer. Of course French espouses the 
kind of views that will inevitably weaken the 
movement and make it bland and 
ineffectual. . .if his writings appear frequently 
and are embraced by the J oumal staff. But he 
only appeared once and I think his reviews 
were bad enough that most readers will rec- 
ognize them for the garbage they are and 
speak out. 

Two things still disturb me about the 
Journal: 1) EF! cannot be effective as a 
movement if it tries to be all things to all 
causes. EF! is a radical, Deep-Ecology-ori- 
ented environmental group. Not a peace 
group, feminist group, or animal-rights 
group. These causes are all important, but 
they don’t have to be on EFi's agenda — there 
are plenty of good organizations working on 
these issues and these groups need members. 
Sierra Club should be an excellent example 
of an organization that tried to straddle too 
many issues and has lost effectiveness in all 
its issues as a result. Tn hp effectiv e we need 
oreman's classic "WfritKeTTiafEhN 
First!" should constitute the guiding prin- \ 
ciples of the Journal and all EF1 organizing, j 
ould be reprinted next issue^2)f m 
disturbecPEjrt he lack of "Dear fifed Ludd" the 
last couple issues. 

On a supportive note, I’m glad to see 
the (apparent) wane of man-hating material 
that recent issues had carried. Writers such 
as Bari seemed to get off on tarring "men" 
(meaning, apparently, all men) with the 
brush that patriarchy deserves. This is sexist 
crap, and I am sick of it. 

Bringing back the^Pagaf 
(Mabon, Litha, etc.) was a wisemove, as was 
the Radical Environ. Journal subtitle. Obvi- 
ously somebody on the EF! Journal staff cares 
about keeping a publication of zest and in- 
tegrity going. Here's to a bright future ahead! 
— Concerned Reader 


r 
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DeaivEarth-Ftrstlets, b’“ n - 

^People lighten ugjil cannot believe the 
disruption a single article can cause. This is 
exactly what a lot of people want to become 
of us. We're transforming into the Soviet 
Union breakup for God’s sakes! Skip over 
that kind of article if you don't like it. 

This article "A Hunting we Will Go" 
was healthy because it probably scared the 
freddies. That’sthewholepoint. Killingisan 
individual choice. Maybe it will someday 
come to that. Personally, I couldn't, damn, 
I can't even kill an ant. 

One thing about the infamous Dave 
Foreman. I think it's sad and scary that a 
leader would betray us. I'm fourteen and he 
was my mentor. 1 could look up to him when 
1 went through the tough times since most 
people my age don't think kindly to environ- 
mentalists. 

I love you all EF!ers out there. Though 
times are lonely for me in the environmental 
movement (only my girlfriend really un- 
derstands my trials) I'll always be an Earth 
Firstler no matter what happens. 

1 think the true eco-warriors will stay 
with the movement. 

Power to all Earth First! ers 
— MlKE SALZ (the next generation) 


Dear Earth Firstl 

Last year as a junior in high school 1 
stumbled upon a philosophy called Deep 
Ecology whiile participating in the most 
hierarchial sport ever-debate! (imagine that) 
Today the ‘ethic’ has become more than just 
a debate argument, now it surges through my 
veins. Deep Ecology gave me a new direction 
in my life, I began looking at the world 
through a new pair of eyes. Deep ecology 
made me realize that this academic sport 
debate was paradoxical to my newly dis- 
covered philosophy. You see debate breeds 
elitist characteristics (the majority grow up 
to be politicians). Most people in debate 
believe they are higher than 'ordinary' 
people and therefore they isolate themselves 
into cliques and refuse to interact with those 
'lesser' people. (Hmmmm, sounds suspi- 
ciously familiar!) 1 thought deep ecology/ 
radical environmentalism believed in ho- 
lism and non-hierarchy... so why the hell is 
the whole Earthfirstl and Wild Earth scene 
becoming one big hierarchial 'debate' 
nightmare. I'm not talking about the actual 
philosophy behind the movement, I mean 
this hodge-podge "your beliefs are wrong " or 
"our group is better so 1 am going to steal 
your members" bullshit! 

When I incorporated the basic phi- 
losophies of deep ecology into my life I still 
disagreed with much of what Sessions & 
Devall said. Same goes for Foreman's phi- 
losophies. But that doesn't mean that I 
changed my mind about the truth behind 
the basic idea. It means that I won't practice 
the parts I don't agree with. For example 1 
f eel both Devall and Foreman' s exclusion of 
d omesticated animals is b ad. I understand 
that the Animal Rights movement puts ani- 
mals above other species but God damn it, 
this is your peoples movement, why don’t 
you deconstruct the way people view animal 
rights. And if you don't believe in the term 
"rights" then get rid of the word. No species 
should be excluded from the ecosphere just 
because they are domesticated, (all the more 
reason to undomesticate them j^Lagree with 
what I think Rod Coronado was alluding to. 
Weneed a more blocenm cjdcocenfaic) view 
~of animals, one which doesn't exclude any 
animals nor one that putTthem above the 
tre es and rivers. etc./.And I don't see why you 
all can't give that biocentric viewpoint. And 
another thing — I don't see what the problem 
is with recognizing that the oppression of 
women is directly linked to the oppression of 
the earth. Here we go again excluding impor- 
tant ideas that could be crucial in stopping 
the crisis. (Does including this belief 
threaten you Dave?) But what pisses me off 
the most is all this fighting. You fight with 
the eco-feminists, the social ecologists and 
now you're fighting with each other. I don't 
think you need to worry about the govern- 
ment (FBI) destroying the movement — you 
all are doing an exceptional job yourselves. I 
think you all have forgotten the goal of the 
movement, 1 don't understand why you 
can’t accept that people have differences in 
opinion and focus on the common ground, 
the belief that the earth is first, (even before 
your fighting) You seem very childish Bill 
Devall trying to ruin Earthfirst! just because 
you no longer believe in it. (Government 
tactics? Ironic, huh?) You know it would not 
surprise me if in about ten more years you 're 
leaving Wild Earth Dave! (for the same 
reason) All that fighting and running surely 




7\ h: : j'v s X'/l X' i* 

4it 


must take away from Defending the Earth! We 
need to be collaborating ideas of people and 
of movements and the ones that can't be 
accepted overall will be left s personal 
choices for individuals. I agree with Allison 
Slater — "We need to accept that there are 
others in the movement who think differ- 
ently than you. And don't quit." But if you 
must quit EarthFirst! (the group) then carry 
with you the dedication to the earth first. 
Not to ruin the group you left behind. There 
is already a shortage of radical environ- 
mental groups — so lets not squelch the few 
still existing. Conquer the loggers, and the 
government not Missoula Earthfirst! 

I hope you don't disregard my 
thoughts just because I'm not a familiar 
name. I don't claim to understand what all 
this fighting is about or to have all the 
answers. But because of the very fact that I'm 
not directly involved in this mess I feel I can 
give a holistic opinion of how some of your 
other believers feel. This letter is written to 
all the people including the ones who left. 
For a group of people who don't believe in 
bureaucracy you all appear to be getting 
weighted down in a lot of bureaucratic 
bullshit. For a group of people who sup- 
posedly believe that the earth should come 
first, tell me why is she coming second or 
third to this mess? 

— Kendra Cox 


Dear Shit Fer Brains, 

Thanks to Dancing Butterfly for pro- 
viding the toll free # to DuPont 1-800-441- 
7515 for the past 5 mos. I've been passing out 
flyers titled "Operation FUCK EM' Up! 
Where I've encouraged people to call W e-Tip 
1-9800- 78.CR1ME & TURN IN FAKE Pot Gar- 
dens, Coke labs ect...At your Local Loggers 
Home! Well.. .Why stop with pigs I say.. .For 
the last month me & four friends have been 
call'n L.P. (1-800-348-1400) on a regular ba- 
sis. This is a small office w/ about five people 
work'n it. So.. .when 1/2 a dozen people all 
call at the same time you can shut down 
there office by tie'n up their phone lines. The 
first few days were the best! I got them so 
pissed off they started just hanging up w/o 
say'n Hello! Mission complete that day! But 
they must have hung up on to many cus- 
tomers cause they always answer now! But 
every time you call it cost them $$!One for 
the call, (2) they got to pay someone to 
answer it! If they spend all there time talk'n 
to EFers! I guess they won't sell much! It do 
work! If 50 people a day call, 10 times. ..Well 
they'd get nothing done all day! All you need 
to do is call & thank them for spending time 
& money so you can tell em Fuck You! Or ' 
maybe you want to place an order of lumber 
for yer new church! DuPonts # is 24 hours a 
day I've gotten them so pissed they started 
use'n dirty words & Just Hang'n Up! Boy I'm 
sure there customers love it! So make those 
calls, From a pay phone of course! 

Howz About A List of Those Handy 

#'s?!? 

L.P. 1.800.348.1400 
P.L. 1.800.228.7043 
WE. Tip 1.800.78. CRIME 
DUPONT 1.800.441.7515 
CHEVRON 1.800.457.2022 
SHELL 1.800.833.6762 
CONACO 1.800.255.9556 
I know We.Tip is'nt cutt'n trees or 
suck'n Oil... But if you know a Logger, or 
scum of that type Why Not...Ya Dig? Our 
Goal should be to get these Fucks to Elimi- 
nate there toll free #’s that way the scum got 
to pay to call Scum! If we do a full blown 
"Phone Party" for a month... Geeze just think 
of the Phone Bill!? The S spent talk'n to us! 
It's a safe and Fun way to monkey 
wrench... For FREE ! I know My write'n Skills 
Suck.. .So Fix it up. . . Bu t Pleeeze get the # 's out 
& tell everyone to call! 

A Public Service Message From \ 

— Sling & Shot, ThePlink Brothers, sf, ca 
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Dear Shit Fer Brains, aka Jan Kraker: 

The article which appeared in the last 
EFIJ oumal greatly disturbed me — both by 
Jan Kraker's ignorance and the ignorance of 
radicles in the Netherlands. Jan Kraker's 
praise of actions by those who act out of 
ignorance and fear of the unknown (ie Bio- 
technology) is deploring and remiscent of 
the Dark Ages. A quote from the Razende 
Rooiers, upon destroying a test field of so- 
called genetically engineered plants read, 
"The destruction of a test field is designed to 
both start a discussion on the subject of 

biotechnology ". After all, what better 

way to discuss the results of an experiment 
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than to tenninate the experiment before 
their are any results? If the researchers in 
question had done the same, those same 
'Raging Diggers' would have protested, ex- 
claiming “Why are they failing to give us 
results? What are they trying to cover up?", 
as we in the science community hear all too 
often, usually not without justification. I’ll 
admit. 

Later in Jan Kraker's article, the ques- 
tion is asked whether consumers really wish 
to eat food that is "artificially produced". 
What could this possibly mean? Jan, I'm 
confident you haven't eaten anything today, 
no all week, that wasn't manipulated in 
some way in its past by man to produce a 
better crop. You state "Biotech would dras- 
tically reduce the number of naturally 
occuring varieties of these plants”, referring 
to the three plants you claim feeds 50% of the 
world's population — com, rice, and wheat. 
For your information (and this is no new 
information to the majority of readers of 
EF!J, I'm sure) none of those three plants 
exist today naturally. Few plants or animals 
eaten in the Western world today ever ex- 
isted in the wild as they now occur. 

Biotechnology could (I'll not say it will 
or won't) present new methods of growing 
crops without the environmental damages 
of pesticides, excessive use of fertilizers, and 
wasteful irrigation. To dispel it without any 
facts for or against its use is nothing short of 
ignorant. Environmenalists usually are the 
first to stand up and demand to know the 
ramifications of some actions (from an EIS to 
consumer product testing). The actions in 
the Netherlands can only hurt the environ- 
mental movement, giving all of us a bad 
name. If Jan Kraker would so much as pickup 
a newspaper (let alone read a scientific 
journal or talk to someone having knowl- 
edgein the field of biotechnology), she could 
be enlightened to some of the current 
projects going on in the area referred to as 
Biotechnology. Including: production of 
plants which are unappealing or toxic to 
insect, bacterial, or fungal pests and, there- 
fore, have little or no need for chemical 
additives, in the field or in storage; plants 
which are more drought tolerant and can be 
grown in the desert; in addition to plants 
which can be irrigated with water having 
high amounts of salt, thus reducing the ne- 
cessity for fresh water being 'wasted' in agri- 
cultural fields. Biotechnology can lead to the 
production of agricultural crops which are of 
increased economic value (for greater yield, 
nutrition, or whatever reason) just as by 
simple hybridization. However, biotechno- 
logical techniques can reduce the time it 
takes to see results. I don't feel fear is nec- 
essary here. Afterall, no one wants to rip up 
all the natural species, dismissing them as 
inferior, only to be replaced by modern 
versions. If food for humans must be grown, 
I feel it should be done in a manner that 
involves the least amount of space and re- 
sources in addition to having the least im- 
pact on the environment. Altering the ge- 
nome of an organism is merely a technique, 
not a panacea, for attempting to achieve this. 
You don't hear me screaming at you for 
hoeing your garden, which is an attempt to 
remove weeds, thus improving your crop 
yield. So don't fear new ways of doing 
things, rather try to be informed. Because, as 
you say, you don't have to be an expert to use 
a shovel, but you do have to be taught how 
to use one. 

— BB, PENN STATE U., CURRENTLY TRYING TO 
BIO-ENGINEER TREES WITH TEFLON BARK 



Arctic Hare- 


Dearest Shit: 

I read my first Earth FirstI today. How 
very exciting to see that there are some 
people still alive, awake, and worked up 
about the important things. In your (Shit's) 
column 1 read a slogan someone suggested 
and thought I would send in mine. It's 
probably been suggested, but it's one I really 
like. Many years ago I used to get the phrase 
"America, love it or leave it" smashed i my 
face on a regular basis, and now I throw it 
back slightly changed, but even more loudly 
now: EARTH, love it or leave itlllll 

Thanks for the opportunity to scream. 
— Mr Organic Matter, fairfield ,iowa 


Dear Scheisskopf and EFlers every- 
where, 

It seems that trying to publish an en- 
vironment-oriented paper in southern 
Colorado is a risky business venture. 

Some of you may have heard of the 
Aztlan Journal, a bioregional publication 
focusing on the four comers states. That 
paper was published by folks living just over 
a couple mountains from me, and it was 
mailed out from Walsenburg. 

Unfortunately a censorious postal 
employee made certain that the papers got 
no farther than that. To make a long story 
short, lost papers led to lost subscriptions led 
to lost revenues led to fewer issues than 
intended led to the apparent demise of a 
strong voice for the environment here in 
Colorado and the southwest. 

Now, I'm seeking to establish a news- 
letter, The Wild Ranch Review, which focuses 
on the work being done by tiny, community- 
based environmental groups, and which 
supports Wild Ranch, where a wildlife refuge 
is being carved out of cowboy country. 
However, I have recently learned that at least 
some, perhaps even a majority of the sample 
copies that I've sent to various places around 
the country for review have not been deliv- 
ered. They were sent out from Aguilar, 20 
miles down the road from Walsenburg, in 
early November, and 1 even paid for first class 
postage. It is 1 and 1/2 months later as this 
is being written. There are suspicious cir- 
cumstances, namely that the confirmed 
missing were sent out over several days. Thus 
this is not just a case of a misplaced mailbag. 
Multiple losses are involved. 

People wanting to help can drop a card 
to the Postal Inspector, POB 329, Denver, CO 
80201-0329, and demand that he determine 
why it is that environment-oriented publi- 
cations have these problems in southern 
Colorado. Thankyou. 

(Subscriptions to the quarterly newsletter, The 
Wild Ranch Review, are 15S, SS of which goes 
directly to aquire land and rehabilitate wildlife 
habitat for Wild Ranch, a privately ownedwildlife 
refuge being carved out of cowboy country. Send 
to The Wild Ranch Review, c/o Tim Haugen, 



Dear EFI Journal, 

Hello. Just writing to say that perhaps 
Robin W (author of the piece "going Beyond 
Reform" in Samhain '91 issue) is misdirecting 
her frustrations just a bit. Her slightly 
muddled jabs at "eco-anarchists” put me out 
just a bit. I consider myself a radical environ- 
mentalist as well as a anarchist and social 
revolutionary. It has been apparent to me for 
a while now that it is the same fundamental 
attitudes and ideas (as well as the same social 
structures that foster and support said no- 
tions) that lead to environmental devasta- 
tion as well as racism, sexism, militarism, 
violence against animals (yup. I'm veggie 
too), authoritarianism in its many incarna- 
tions, and any number of other ills of hu- 
manity. Does that fit your definition of an 
eco-anarchist, Robin? 

y — ~\--i 'don-'t deride - Earth-worshippers . 

I Though 1 very rarely take part in even- 
slightly-formalized religion of any flavor, I 


doomed lifestyle, as anyone should be able to 
figure out if they pause and think for a 
moment. 

Finally, let me just say I intend this 
communication not as one more nit-picking 
barb hurled by one Brother at one Sister. 
Quite the con trary:^ Tniink Robiif and. I 
/Should agree on a lot; I'd just wish that her 
view of the Revolution was less exclusive. It's 
; been said many times before, but here it is 
I again. Diversity must be seen and embraced 
>asa strength, in fact a tremendous strength. 
(I LOVED Operation Tree of Life, by the way) 
When diversity becomes factionalism, and 
this or that individual becomes alienated 
and loses faith, all of us are weakened. The 
State and all its agents, appendages and 
manifestations profit by our divisions. 
While I agree with Robin that radical femi- 
nists in the '60s and '70s made great strides 
forward, I disagree that other elements of the 
Revolution at that time were "stupid" or 
ineffectual. Countless groups (Black Pan- 
thers, Yippies, Diggers, Merry Pranksters, 
Berekely Tribe, even the Weathermen) stood 
up as their own People and wore down au- 
thority power in their own fashion. Count- 
less other groups and individuals might be 
added to this list, but I hope my point is 
made. The bottom line is that we are strong 
whenEVER we stand up UNIFIED (but still 
uniquely ourselves), then our strength is 
only magnified. 

Enough said. * I'm embarking on a 
rather interesting trip in a couple months; 
I'll keep you posted on what I see.JTilLthen,-^. 
•/'' THERE'S NO GOVERMENT LIKE NO 
(^GQVERNIriENT!! 

— Erik "Rain "In washdc 


T-*-* ' 

to the accepted party line of a few people. 
Back whgi£_we-stactedjf om .... 

/ I think the way tokeep tnls’movemen' 
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i embrace the idea of Earth-as-Mother, both 
(from an external philosophical viewpoint 
land from an internal spiritual recognition of / a ^ us ' anc * especially people like you who 


/Mountain. Lion- 

Dear Ecotopia and Earth FirstI c/o 
Shit Fer Brains, 

I've lost track of how many times I've 
started this letter over, but this feels really 
important to me. I've been searching for just 
the right words that will encourage you to 
really think about it. Well, maybe I'm no 
Thoreau, but bear with me, okay? 

I believe we're in constant danger of 
becoming something other than a move- 
ment, and I think we need to do some soul- 
searching analysis to figure out how to pre- 
vent that. 

Earth First! was started by a group of 
people who declared they were starting a 
movement. Their ideas sound right and 
good to many of us, so we got together, began 
doing actions, and soon Earth FirstI was 
famous. And most famous of all was Dave 
Foreman, being not only a founder, but the 
journal editor and main media spokesman 
too. That was fine for awhile but eventually 
we found that we didn't like things that were 
being said about us and for us, both in the 
media and in the journal. We wanted our 
own voice and our own movement with no 
leaders, (even if those leaders were somewhat 
involuntary.) _So we h ad what some called a 
split, but I prefertoTF untT of as T EiSejEevo- 
mfionTTHeYesuTTBemg that now we have no 
leaders. (Note: although Dave is no longer 
‘BUrteacterThe is still a part of this movement) . 
And tha t's great, a movement with no lead - 
e rs. It give s~me hope that maybe a big 
^revolution is possible. iBut’we're'at a critical 
stage now, the stage 'Where most movements 
fail. We have to figure out how to stay a 
movement and not become a political party, 
(how to have a party — not be onel). 

We've learned that having leaders is 
not the way to go. To that end, we're pub- 
lishing a regular journal with a rotating staff, 
and even though it still has some problems, 
I think we — as a movement — deserve a 21 
monkeywrench salute for that. It is, after all, 
j something that there's precious little prece- 
j dent for. But it's a movement paper, open to 


Its trutj r~r certainly don'L dismiss fenflriism 
as irrelevant. Many of the great victories for 
Our Side are directly attributable to radical 
feminist groups and individual women. As 
for eco-anarchists being mostly men, I (like 
anyone else) can really only speak from my 
own experience. Among my friends who are 
eco-anarchists in the same sense that I am, 
there are at least as many women as men. 
Maybe even slightly more, though it's cer- 
tainly close. And what does she mean by 
"their lifestyle isn't practical for 
women and children" ?l Is she saying that 
there is some way of life that is intrinsically 
more suited to men? 1 certainly can't agree 
with that, and it seems deeply inconsistent 
with some of the other ideals that Robin 
(apparently, anyway) holds. To put it in 
another light, ANY lifestyle that doesn't 
accomodate women and children is a 


have strong opinions and voices, to be a part 
of. 

Anyway, no leaders. Next, (and this is 
the important part), 1 believe we need to get 
rid of our flag, too. I'm worried about all the 
groups and individuals who do everything 
they do under the name Earth FirstI because 
when you ARE Earth First! then all things 
Earth FirstI affect you. You'restandingunder 
the same banner as the journal, for one, so 
when they print something, people associate 
it with you. Obviously, that can be a not- 
cool situation when they print something 
you don't like or something that could en- 
danger you. So, you respond by demanding 
that they only print things you agree with. 
Next thing that happens is you lose all the 
people who don't hold all the same beliefs as 
you. Then another group will make more 
demands regarding their beliefs, and pretty 
soon the paper is only printing what amounts 


j alive is to think of ourselves as one big tribe 
/ made of lots of small autonomous clans. We' 
j can come together for the purposes of com- 
munication, (the journal), partying (gather- 
ings and rendezvous), and rabble-rousing, 
(roadshows). But, iLao-da aJs named Eart h j 
F irstI then our communication is free from y 
all restrictionsand doctrine.' We're free 'to 
toss around (and toss outl) ideas, be creative, 
criticize each other and ourselves, refine our 
ideals, grow, and encourage each other, 
without endangering each other. I believe 
that open, uncensored communication, is 
going to be imperative to growth for the 
simple fact that we have a lot to leam. We 
don't have wise old grandmothers to teach 
us everything we need to know, so we're 
going to have to try to have to try to teach 
each other. 

f See if this sounds good to you: Earth 
FirstI is a movement of people who believe 
thatthe Earth comes first, and who are willing 
to take action to protect her and all her 
wildness . That and only that is what we have 
! in commorjT'Beyond' that, we form smaller 
\_clamTVith more than that in common. You 
live with, work with, and do actions with 
people who share common specific goals, 
and beliefs about how to accomplish them. 

You write in to the journal and tell the rest of 
us what you're doing and how it's going. You 
read about what we're up to. We learn from 
each other. And of cours e, we ga ther to- 
) get her occasionally to trade tales, dance, (a/ 
sing, an^Celebrate our wildness. J But we 
never haveto De like eacn tttherTnot as long 
as we're not waving the same flag, (i.e. not 
using the same name). That gives us freedom 
to enjoy and leam from each other, and 
protection from being held responsible for 
what other clans or individuals do. L owering 1 

Another tr ih.il value tji.-it I belie vp id 
important is STICK ING T OGETHER through. \ 
Jhick and thini -W eTe relatives, not business 
partners, and we can't go around quitting 
each other everytime someone makes us mad. 
We're related and we share the same home- 
land because we're the people who remem- 
ber that the earth is our home. We're the 
people who are willing to fight for her. Ev- 
eryone who’s taking action to defend the 
Earth is part of this movement, only there 
aren't enough of us and we have to remem- 
ber who the enemy is. Let's not let pressure 
from the enemy break us apart. And after all, 
its harder for them to break us apart if we're 
already broken apart into small tight groups. 

A big group is very fragile, but a big move- 
ment made of people who’s main tie is made 
of heart strings — that’s less fragile... That 
leaves the journal as_our.most precarious 
t arget, an d it's^going te-take all of ourTove 
and devotio n and open-mindedn ess to keep 
' iTgoing. -WeTe goin g to have to stop fighting . 
ThSJoumaint’s our journal. If we don' t lik e 
it, we can go work' on it and change it. 
Likewise we shouldn't tie it down because it's 
the voice of a lot of well-intentioned people. 

We should criticize it, for good and bad, but 
we should never quit each other. * 

As for an activist's conference, I say we 
do it. It seems like we need it, and the more 
communication between us the better. This 
is a critical point in our movement and we 
need to be dear about our direction, so let's 
talkl But let’s not spend a lot of money on it, 
if we can help it, (and let's not go to jail 
afterwards!). 

So, Ecotopia folks, please consider this 
my response to your letter. You asked us to 
respond to you directly, but I, for one, can't 
give upon our dream, not yet; the dream that 
makes this paper our open and direct line of 
communication with each other. 

Sony I'm not signing my real name, 
but it's because I don't want locals where I 
live to see it, and anyway, you '11 figure it out. 
f Love and W ildness from the South west~ 

— G.T. ' 


•.V’-v 

; • ' " 
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Soldier Key Update 


(continued from page one) 


other privately-owned islands within the bound- 
aries of Biscayne National Park, and the devel- 
opment of Soldier Key would set a precedent. We 
wanted to communicate directly with the 
grassroots and avoid relying on the media. 
Biscayne Bay is a good setting for grassroots 
activism, since the "grass roots" are at the public 
marinas on weekends. 

We spent the first two months thinking up 
ideas, planning how to carry them out, and 
raising money to pay for our first flyer by begging 
change from cars in pre-Christmas traffic ("Joy to 
the Earth!"). In February we began to distribute 
leaflets at Dade County marinas to alert boaters 
to the threat to Soldier Key and ask them to join 
us in a marine action, the "Regatta for Soldier 
Key," to express their opposition to the devel- 
opment. 

In mid-February Jim Sanders, Supervisor of 
Biscayne National Park, announced the Park's 
objection to the Florida Princess development 
plan, stating that he would deny the permits 
necessary to barge construction materials 
through Park waters. The Miami Herald subse- 
quently published a misleading article, implying 
that the permit denial left the developers without 
recourse and that the issue was "over." 

Our first task was to determine the status of 
Soldier Key and inform the public. There was no 
time before the Regatta to distribute an updated 
flyer, but we lucked out by connecting, indi- 
rectly, with one of the most outspoken advocates 
for wilderness in South Florida. On February 
13th, the day following the misleading article, 
Miami Herald columnist Carl Hiaasen dedicated 
his column to Soldier Key. He emphasized that 
far from being "over," the development project 


was backed by no less than H. Wayne Huizenga 
and Blockbuster Entertainment, and that the 
fight to save the Key had just begun: "Huizenga 
is a wealthy Republican campaign contributor 
whose phone calls [to federal agencies] would 
probably be swiftly returned, were he to express 
a personal interest in getting the Soldier Key 
project approved." 

To publicize the regatta we continued to 
leaflet, issued a press release, and had two radio 
interviews (community radio and commercial 
radio). The regatta generated great public enthu- 
siasm, and a charter company donated a 45-foot 
catamaran for our use since we had no boat of our 
own. We felt confident that the press would not 
pass up this "once in a lifetime" photo oppor- 
tunity as dozens of sailboats flying colorful 
banners congregated in the shallow waters 
around Soldier Key. In what would be only the 


first of our continuing "Bewildering Experiences 
with the Media," we found that we were SO 
WRONG! Regatta Day — February 23rd — turned 
out to be the day the ground war started in Iraq, 
so there was absolutely no media coverage. At 
first we were disappointed, but we quickly fig- 
ured out how to turn the lack of media coverage 
to our advantage. 

We had gotten two people to bring still 
cameras, and another person borrowed a 
videocam. We took lots of pictures and, provi- 
dentially, a few days later some Missoulians 
called asking us to do the Blank Wall for the 
March edition of EF!. We decided to do what the 
developers and the press do: create our own news. 

Once coverage of our action had been pub- 
lished in a national newspaper (EF!), we sent 
copies to national, state and local media, boycott 
publications, our elected representatives, 
Biscayne National Park, and the Interior De- 
partment. We also put a bunch on the wind- 
shields of cars at the University of Miami 
Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric 
Sciences to stir up the academic community. 

Our second flyer called for three actions: 
writing to members of Congress, calling the 
Florida Princess office on its toll-free reservations 
line, and boycotting Blockbuster Video. Over the 
next six months we distributed about 8,000 fly- 
ers, reaching almost 20% of Dade's registered 
boaters, plus their families and friends. So many 
people responded that virtually every Florida 
congressperson contacted Biscayne National 
Park to express their constituents' objections to 
the scheme. Cut-up Blockbuster Video cards 
began to arrive from places as remote as Wash- 
ington state and from every corner of Florida. 

When a Biscayne Park ranger hap- 
pened to walk into another video 
store in uniform, a couple ap- 
proached to assure him that they 
were there boycotting Blockbuster, 
while a Blockbuster competitor 
sent in a whole box of cut-up cards. 

In mid-March Heather Dewar re- 
ported in the Herald that Broward 
County Republican Congressman 
E. Clay Shaw had written to Manuel 
Lujan on Blockbuster's behalf to get 
the Interior Department to overrule 
the NPS. This ploy backfired be- 
cause, due to intense public scru- 
tiny, the Interior Department de- 
nied Shaw's request. Shaw was tre- 
mendously embarrassed, as the ar- 
ticle also revealed that Huizenga 
had given him a $1,000 campaign 
contribution in 1989 and that Shaw 
had a 20-year friendship with the 
Lambert family. 

We continued to update and dis- 
tribute flyers and thought of other 
ways to show our displeasure with 
the plans for Soldier Key. Huizenga 
was bidding for a major-league base- 
ball franchise for South Florida and 
was the center of a media frenzy, 
jetting with Bush and sporting a 
profile bigger than Donald Trump's. 
He was also vulnerable because South Florida was 
competing with five other cities for the baseball 
franchise. We wrote letters to the National 
League Expansion Committee telling them 
about Huizenga's involvement in the controver- 
sial Soldier Key project. We also wrote to the 
chambers of commerce of the competing cities, 
outlining the Soldier Key controversy and 
Huizenga's link to Waste Management, Inc. We 
sent releases to the video industry press, and 
Video Business magazine covered the boycott. 

On Sunday March 31st, EF! was present at 
one of the all-important major league exhibition 
games. Although we neglected to bring a camera 
and missed some great photos (bad planning!), 
we hung banners in front of a crowd of 60,000 
fans. This action was almost entirely ignored by 
the media, but we got our point across to Wayne. 

In April, Big Cypress EF! (our sister group in 


Broward County) began weekly demonstrations 
in front of the main Blockbuster Video store in 
Fort Lauderdale and at the Florida Princess pier 
before the departure of the Friday evening cruise. 
In May, the cruise line canceled a cruise after 
learning that a demonstration organized by Big 
Cypress might receive media coverage. Though 
the passengers were absent, photographers from 
the Broward edition of the Herald were not, and 
a great photo of two activists cutting up a giant 
Blockbuster card made the next day's paper. 
Another Broward newspaper wrote a story totally 
slanted in favor of the project. It was hard to 
compete editorially with Wayne — the media 
were busy awarding him every type of civic honor 
for winning the baseball franchise. One TV 
station even aired a half-hour program called 
"Wayne's World." (!) 

By then we'd had enough of the "canoni- 
zation" of Wayne Huizenga. We were sick and 
tired of seeing his grinning pate and devilish blue 
eyes in the Herald day after day. In fact, we 
thought he looked so devilish that we took one of 
the huge front-page photos and drew horns on 
his head. And Spock-style pointed ears. And 
turned a microphone behind him into a devil's 
tail. We incorporated our .artwork into a flyer 
called "The Last Temptation of Wayne" (because 
as part of its extensive censorship practices, 
Blockbuster Video does not carry The Last 
Temptation of Christ), and challenged him to live 
up to the "pseudopious morals" he imposes on 
his customers and employees by asking: "Why 
must a man who has already made millions of 
dollars attempt to destroy the last wild place in 
Biscayne Bay for a few more bucks? The last time 
we checked, greed was a sin." 

This flyer quickly made its way to boaters all 
over Dade County. Big Cypress EF! distributed it 
to Blockbuster customers and Princess passen- 
gers. When Everglades EF! picketed a Dade 
Blockbuster store, handing out flyers to hundreds 
of customers on a busy Friday evening, the en- 
raged manager spent the whole two hours trying 
to sic the cops on us — to no avail, we were legal. 
(You can demonstrate in the parking lot of a mall 
without a permit and only the owner of the mall 
itself — not a store manager — can tell the police to 
make you leave.) 

Meanwhile, Blockbuster denied having any- 
thing to do with the development project, re- 
peating that the company had entered only into 
a "licensing agreement" with Lambert. We did 
not believe this for a minute! 

In June, stone-walled by the Herald and 
feeling that we had saturated the boating public, 
we contacted Sean Rowe, an award-winning in- 
vestigative reporter for the New Times, our "al- 
ternative weekly. " Rowe thought Soldier Key had 
enough story potential to spend Saturday, June 
15th on the Bay with us while we carried out our 
first escort action. This day-long action was 
coordinated on land and sea by activists in two 
counties. Everglades EF! activists in two bor- 
rowed power boats intercepted the Entertainer I 
en route to its Miami destination, the mega-mall 
Bayside, where passengers disembark for a three- 
hour shopping frenzy. We hailed the passengers 
and asked them to boycott the cruise line. Earlier 
that morning, Broward activists had given the 
passengers copies of the "deviled-Wayne" flyer as 
they boarded the Entertainer I in Fort Lauderdale. 
At the Bayside pier, more activists with banners 
greeted the disembarking passengers. Despite a 
problem using the new megaphone (a mistake — 
we should have tested it ahead of time), the 
action went well and Rowe's full-page story ap- 
peared in the June 26 edition of New Times. This 
paper reaches over 200,000 video-renting 
households each week, so the story was a direct 
hit to the heart of Blockbuster's home-town 
market. Rowe wrote sympathetically about Sol- 
dier Key and depicted us as uncompromising but 
slightly inept (because of the megaphone), de- 
flating the FBI-created and media-propagated 
image of EF! as terrorists. What's even better, New 
Times went all the way and reproduced the 
"deviled-Wayne" flyer in its entirety! 
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Hawksbill Peggy Sue McRae 


In mid-July, about two weeks after Rowe's 
article hit the newsstands, Blockbuster Enter- 
tainment filed two law suits against Florida 
Princess, claiming $540,000 of bad debt and 
misuse of the Blockbuster name. The Blockbuster 
law suit story made the headlines of the local 
business papers on July 24th. Two days later, in 
a small article on the back page of the Herald's 
business section, Lambert responded by stating 
that the "bad debt" claimed by Blockbuster was 
simply cash infusions by a partner in the joint 
venture. 

To discourage any potential investors Lam- 
bert might be trying to line up to replace Block- 
buster, we carried out another escort action on 
August 31st, the Saturday of Labor Day weekend. 
We tried especially hard to enlist local boaters in 
this action by creating a Boaters' Alliance for 
Soldier Key (BASK), saturating the marinas with 
the new flyer focused on Lambert, and setting up 
a BASK hot line. When boaters contacted us we 
sent them an information packet and asked them 
to confirm if they planned to participate. We also 
sent info packets to local residents who had 
joined the boycott. We even borrowed a portable 
marine radio and broadcast information about 
the BASK action several times on the preceding 
weekends. Of the half-dozen requests for infor- 
mation we received, no one participated. One 
boater tried, but she had not confirmed and 
missed our boat. 

We carried through on our own and, be- 
cause Labor Day is possibly the slowest news day 
of the year (take note, fellow activists), a local 
television station covered the action. The land 
part of the action at Bayside was nearly disrupted 
by two City of Miami cops hired by Lambert to 
keep us from getting on the pier and speaking to 
Princess passengers. We avoided arrest and con- 
tinued the action by moving to a parking lot right 
next to the pier. We had six demonstrators with 
posters designed for maximum TV appeal — one 
depicting an adult Hawksbill trailed by two 
hatchlings asking, in large script, "Please Save 
Soldier Key, Our Home Sweet Home," and an- 
other simply stating, "Shame On You Robert 
Lambert." It was hectic with the cops threaten- 
ing us with arrest and the TV crew setting up and 
taping while we harangued the passengers. The 
two passengers who were interviewed, a 
midwestern couple, said it wasn't necessary to 
spoil an island just for a cruise. The video footage 
of Soldier Key taken during the Regatta came in 
handy, since, as the TV reporter explained, '"This 
is television. You can't do a story about an island 
and show a picture of a mall." So we lent them 
our videotape, and the resulting two-minute seg- 
ment was excellent. 

Since then Florida Princess has conceded the 
two lawsuits by default and filed for bankruptcy 
protection. Lambert is also enjoined from using 
the name "Blockbuster." But regardless of the 
legal outcome, there is no doubt that Blockbuster 
was solidly behind the project from the begin- 
ning. 

On October 31st, we met with Superinten- 


dent Jim Sand- 
ers at Biscayne 
National Park. 
Sanders re- 
ported that the 
NPS has com- 
pleted proceed- 
ings to con- 
demn Soldier 
Key. The mat- 
ter next goes 
before NPS Re- 
gional Director 
for the South- 
east, James 
Coleman, in 
Atlanta. After 
Coleman's re- 
view, the mat- 
ter will be re- 
ferred to the 
circuit court to 
determine the 
fair market value of the land. Sanders assured us 
that a letter-writing campaign to Coleman is not 
necessary. He also said that the NPS has reached 
a price agreement with Milton Friend, the owner 
of Soldier Key. Though Sanders would not reveal 
the price, he said it is within the amount Con- 
gress has set aside. 

Robert Lambert's option to develop Soldier 
Key runs until Spring of this year. At that time he 
can let the island go or try to renew the option 
with other investors. Should Lambert attempt to 
degrade Soldier Key physically, the NPS is pre- 
pared to move to a hostile "taking," wherein the 
government seizes the land without consider- 
ation of the owner's rights. Park rangers patrol 
the island daily, so any activity would be noticed 
immediately. Since it would be against both 
Lambert's and Friend's interests to provoke hos- 
tile government action, Sanders said that this 
scenario is unlikely. 

Which still leaves us with the question: Is 
Soldier Key safe? Though Blockbuster assures us 
that it has bailed out of the deal, we are curious 
about the fate of the Entertainer II, which is in dry 
dock in Broward County. The "welcome centers" 
on the Florida Turnpike and interstates are full of 
Blockbuster Cruises brochures, though we ad- 
vised Blockbuster of this in October and it said it 
would remove them. We know that Lambert is 
trying to raise cash by selling his $900,000 water- 
front retreat. The boycott of Blockbuster Video 
and Entertainment Cruises (the new name of 
Lambert's operation) will continue until Soldier 
Key is safe as part of Biscayne National Park. 
Various national boycott-oriented publications 
have articles in press right now. Huizenga and 
Lambert must be taught that actions have conse- 
quences and that they can't just walk away. 

In reviewing the past year, we have gained a 
sense of place, made mistakes, learned a lot. We 
find that we need frequent meetings to provide 
structure and focus. Because we are so few and 
because a project develops a life and a timetable 
of its own, we meet weekly to plan strategy, 
choose specific tasks, and allow plenty of time for 
creative interaction. The direction we have taken 
and the type of work we are capable of doing are 
determined largely by who we are: creative com- 
municators who prefer to work for wilderness 
outdoors, and who have a horror of bureaucracy 
and formal meetings. We keep Ed Abbey's advice 
in mind and have a lot of fun. 

We have realized that the media include 
some very good people who are partisans at heart. 
But we also learned that we can't rely on them to 
report to the public or follow up on a story. There 
are influential forces (and advertisers — Block- 
buster ads in the Herald have mushroomed) who 
would like the public to forget an issue. We find, 
to our dismay, that we must often rely on the 
press for information that we can't obtain our- 
selves; to our delight, as Rowe's article showed, a 
well-timed story with just the right spin can work 
wonders. 

We have been able to stay legal while accom- 
plishing our objectives. When we first formed 


Everglades EF! in June, 1990 (Redwood Summer), 
the press immediately began to bait us, implying 
that coverage would depend upon our living up 
to the media's "terrorist" image of EF! Instead of 
taking their bait, we decided to find creative ways 
to focus public attention on local issues. In mak- 
ing this decision we have again listened to who 
we are, what we are willing to do, and what we 
think is most appropriate for our bioregion. 
Though we completely support the solidarity 
expressed in the EF! Statement of Unity, we 
believe we can accomplish more here as free 
agents than in a jail cell or a courtroom. The 
people, like the land, are stressed enough. And 
that includes us! 

We have also tested the limits of what we 
can presently expect from the public. Leafletting 
worked great so long as we asked for private 
actions, but we were much less successful in 
getting people to participate publicly. The great- 
est public participation was in the Regatta, and 
even then, only about a dozen of the hundred 
boats we had anticipated materialized. In dis- 
cussing the lack of active participation, we have 
realized several things about our bioregion: In 
South Florida people come and go; they come for 
a job or school, stay for a few years and then leave, 
or they immigrate here from another country 
and live in a cultural limbo that can last forever. 
In such circumstances, bioregionalism is difficult 
to develop. People do not become intimate with 
their bioregion; they live insulated from their 
physical environment by air-conditioning; they 
never learn about our ecosystems, wonder what 
type of landscapes originally occupied the land 
their houses are built on, or the native plants that 
should grow there. They know little about the 
urgent ecological threats to our region, and 
consider themselves good little environmental- 
ists if they participate in curbside recycling. 
Further, the popular culture of our bioregion is a 
consumerist, play-now-pay-later hedonism that 
discourages serious involvement at the cost of 
leisure. 

We have decided that the next phase of 
Operation Mangrove Shield must be the pur- 
chase of a boat to maintain an ongoing, high- 
profile presence on the Bay. We plan to rig out a 
deep-vee hull vessel with tall masts at the bow 
and stern to hang a huge banner that can serve as 
a floating billboard. Miami is a financial center 
where deals are made that affect the entire Ev- 
erglades Bioregion, from the Kissimmee River to 
Key West, from Biscayne Bay to the Gulf of 
Mexico. Because of their greed in monopolizing 
"prime waterfront," we will have easy access to 
many of Miami's developers, lawyers and bank- 
ers, as well as the media. With the boat we will be 
able to circumvent the media blockade and begin 
to inform and educate the human population 
who live, work and play on the Bay. Our goal is 
to find fellow carriers of what Dave Foreman calls 
the "wilderness gene," and to monkeywrench 
legally the money machine that backs the devel- 
opers who plunder our land and waters. Though 
direct action and personal contact with the 
grassroots, we will create a network of relation- 
ships — a real hometown team! 

Finally, The Soldier Key campaign cost 
about $750, which the Direct Action Fund has 
reimbursed. We have found it easy to work with 
DAF as its quick reimbursement for direct action 
expenses allowed us to keep up the pressure. 

The EF! editorial collective asked us to be 
critical of our actions. I hope that this critique of 
a campaign by a small, young, urban group in the 
Everglades Bioregion will be helpful to other 
fledgling groups everywhere. 



Page 29 Earth First I Brigid 1992 



REGIONAL ROUNDUP 


ALF TORCHES 
OREGON MINK PLANT 


Ed. Note: This missive arrived anonymously, at- 
tached to a copy of a December 22 Salem Statesman 
Journal article which reported the blaze but raised 
doubts about the cause of the fire. A telephone call to 
Oregon State Police Lt. Richard Hein confirmed that 
the fire was indeed arson and that as of 1-2-92 there 
were no suspects. 

December 21, 1991 — Western Wildlife Cell 
members of the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) g 
raided Malecky Mink Ranch in Yamhill, Oregon, § 
and set an incendiary device that destroyed the J 
processing plant of this fur farm near Salem. | 
Intelligence sources revealed that the fur t. 
farm was to be sold, with intentions to continue 
exploitation of fur animals. Malecky Mink 
Ranch was a recipient of information from Or- 
egon State University's Experimental Fur Farm, 
and had developed innovative methods of 
commercial exploitation of mink for the fur 
trade. 


No mink or humans were injured in the 
ALF's fourth action against the United States Fur 
Farm industry. Fleshing machines, drying 
drums, skinning racks, feed mixers, freezers, and 
a workshop were all effectively destroyed in this 
economic attack against the tools of death and 
destruction. 

This action was taken to avenge the lives 
of mink murdered on the ranch in the past and to 
prevent the further imprisonment of native 
wildlife in the future. 750,000 mink are slaugh- 
tered every winter in the Northwest for the fur 
trade, and over four million nation-wide on over 
six-hundred fur farms. 

The Animal Liberation Front also an- 
nounces a new campaign against the fur trade, 
one that directly targets the insensitive humans 
who wear fur garments. We will fight the fur- 
wearers in the streets. No longer shall the eco- 
logical arrogance of the public, supporters of the 
fur trade go unchallenged. /ALF members shall 
1 arm themselves with battery acid and dye, and 
j 1 will inflict damage on the furs worn by humans. 
;1 Fur is for four-leggeds, not two. The lives of fur 
’animals will be avenged^' 

The fur industry is responsible for the 
demise of not only native North American 
wildlife, but the destruction of native peoples' 
cultures as well. Over the last four-hundred years 
this barbaric industry has waged a genocidal war 
against animals and humans. Through the in- 
troduction of social and physical disease, the fur 
trade has forced native people to participate in 
their bloody practice, or perish like so many 
animals in traps and cages. 

It is time to eliminate this anthropocen- 
tric profit-centered beast before the last howl is 
heard. ALF calls on all peoples to join in the battle 
against this ecologically destructive regime, and 
to defend the defenseless from the oppression of 
our own species. We must d estroy that which 
destroys t he animals, earth, an cT STIf selv e s. 

On behalf ot the mink, fox, bobcat, lynx, 
and coyote nations, ALF shall wag^non-viole nf • 
war against the fur trade. Un til the Jastfur farm-is 
Hmmt to the grou nd. 

i— AnimalTIberation Front, Western Wildlife 
Cell 
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Earth Firstlers seal the border, stop the shopping and frolic in the park. 


WA-BC Border Action Elfland Shattered 


Approximately 150 people, including about 
30 stalwart British Columbians, protested BC's 
atrocious logging practices at Peace Arch Park on 
December 15th. Peach Arch Park is a neutral area 
on the border between Canada and Washington, 
attended, with about 30 coming down from 
Canada. Shuksan and Seattle EFlers, along with 
many community groups sponsored the event, 
and a good time was had by all. Media-watchers 
saw all the fun on prime time, with the help of 
two Canadian TV stations and the front page of 
the local newspaper. We finally found a use for 
the sickly white .40 foot high "Peace Arch," when 
several drum wielding eco-terrorists camped 
under the arch and began to play. Spontaneous, 
primeval dancing erupted in a most undignified 
manner. Apparently, this activity scared off any 
official presence, and not a cop could be seen. 

The protest was in response to the continued 
destruction of the last intact ancient temperate 
rain forest on southwest Vancouver Island. A 
recent provincial election yielded many prom- 
ises to "stop cutting in contested areas." But, as 
usual, this is political bullshit. The roads and 
cutting continue. So do the activists. 

Unfortunately, people remained civil. Sev- 
eral activists did carry banners into the road 
where frenetic "Plappy Birthday Baby Jesus" 
shoppers lined up to lie through their teeth to the 
Customs agents about all the merchandise they 
didn't have. Our determined eco-fascists dis- 
tributed flyers explaining how the timber drones 
were exporting the profits, as well as the logs, 
from BC's temperate rainforests and leaving 
them bedrock clearcuts in return. 

The only threat of violence came when one 
disgruntled Shuksan EFler, after almost stepping 
on a scrawny Canus frivolous remarked, "That dog 
wouldn't last two days in the Walbran Valley." 
The owner of the pathetic mutt took offense, but 
soon came back to reality. The dog was spared in 
the interests of the protest. 

—Shuksan EF! 

Tatshenshini Wilderness 

We have an historic opportunity to protect 
the British Columbia portion of "North 
America's Wildest River," the Tatshenshini and 
its surrounding wilderness. 

Write to the new BC premier, Mike 
Harcourt, recently elected on a pro-environment 
platform. Ask him to use his powers of "executive 
order" to create a 2.3 million acre Tatshenshini 
Wilderness Park, to honor his campaign pledge 
to protect 12% of BC wilderness, to respect US 
interests to preserve Glacier Bay National Park 
and the Alaska Bald Eagle Preserve, to abandon 
the flawed Mine Development Review Process, 
which has ignored US interests and treaties, and 
to make public all comments on the Windy 
Craggy project, as promised sixteen months ago. 
Address your letter to The Honorable Mike 
Harcourt, Premier of British Columbia, Legisla- 
tive Buildings, Victoria, BC V8V 1X4, Canada 
Sourcr-Lynn Canal Conservation, Inc. 


"Elfland," the site for the newUC Santa Cruz 
Colleges Nine and Ten, is a 12-acre area which 
was once a quiet, spiritual place of huge ferns, old 
redwoods, tiny highland meadows, and giant 
sinkholes overlying limestone caverns. People 
from all over the state have visited this special 
area for spiritual renewal. But Elfland's peace was 
shattered by the bulldozers and chainsaws of Big 
Creek Lumber Company on December 16, 1991. 
Eorty-two people were arrested, many in brutal 
fashion. Among those arrested were students, 
local Earth Firstlers, members of the community, 
an attorney for a student group and a KSBW-TV 
camera man. Peter "Peat Moss" Neuhs sustained 
bruised ribs and a head injury for the crime of 
hugging a felled redwood tree. 

The work crews from Big Creek Lumber 
Company were escorted into the construction 
site by thirty-eight campus police officers 
equipped with riot gear. Many of the arrestees 
were assaulted by police in the forest. "People 
would rush in like guerilla warfare and try to 
disrupt the logging. Our people would see the 
motion of someone moving and blow an airhorn, 
and then the police would rush in and grab 
them," said Bud McCrary, owner of Big Creek 
Lumber Company. 

The forest was logged early Monday morn- 
ing on the 1 6th to circumvent the possibility that 
a temporary restraining order (TRO) might be 
issued by Superior Court Judge Stevens. A stu- 
dent group had filed a lawsuit to stop the con- 
struction, arguing that the University had vio- 
lated its own Timber Harvest Plan and Environ- 
mental Impact Report. According to Debbie 
Malkin, attorney for the students, the University 
ordered the logging operation for Monday 
morning only after she had notified them on 
Friday of her intent to file for the TRO. When the 
TRO was denied on Tuesday morning, nearly all 
the trees were already down. The meadows were 
rutted and left cluttered with debris. 

During this bout of logging, a patch of 
Elmer's Fescue, a species uncommon to this area, 
was destroyed. The plant was supposed to be 
transplanted elsewhere, but the University was 
only required to monitor that new population for 
two years and after that, the Fescue will probably 
be overwhelmed by competition with non-na- 
tive grasses. 

If you want to write to UCSC about this and 
future building plans and logging plans, the 
address is: Chancellor Karl Pister, UC Santa Cruz, 
1145 High St., Santa Cruz, CA 95064. 

Please contact any of the following if you 
have questions or can offer assistance: Edda 
Ehrke (408)427-9560, Peter Hughes (408) 476- 
9355 Econet: phughes, Vicky Petterson 
(408)429-5179, Miriam Sachs (Elfline) (408)429- 
1530. 

— Karen DeBraal 
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Banff Earth First! 

Needless to say the corporate robber barons 
and their government surrogates haven't yet 
converted to the theology of Thomas Berry. The 
biostitutes working for the Mitsubishi and 
Daishowas seem unconcerned with the scientific 
evidence that the tons of organochlorines that 
their pulp mills are generously contributing to 
our northern rivers on a daily basis is influencing 
children's ability to learn. Their toxicology 
doesn't input for anything more subtle than fish 
floating belly up after a half hour exposure. Like 
"madames" in competing brothels, the provin- 
cial governments of Alberta and British Colum- 
bia have been soliciting the corporate "Johns" to 
"violate" our "virgin" forests. Eco-defenders 
must move to block the bedroom door. Earth is 
not a willing participant in these sordid pursuits. 
The acquiescence of a few greedy premiers and 
cabinet ministers doesn't constitute consent. 

Mitsubishi has no right to impose the 
world's largest bleached kraft pulp mill on a 
fragile ecosystem, to starve the aquatic life of 
oxygen, to poison what hasn't suffocated, to 
mutate the future generations of those who 
haven't died because of its toxins, and to ignore 
the findings of the public environmental review. 

Diashowa has no right to perpetrate mon- 
strous obscenities with feller bunchers, savaging 
harmonious balances with your clearcuts and 
your callous disregard for the plants, the animals, 
and the people who call these marvelous forests 
home. Extinction is forever. The whooping 
crane, the woodland caribou, and peregrine fal- 
con, the wood bison, all need space not waste. 

Mitsubishi and Diashowa have left us no 
choice but to try them before the court of world 
opinion. Let the boycott of Mitsubishi and 
Diashowa begin. For crimes against our beautiful 
water planet, consumers investors and employ- 
ees will be ashamed to associated with their 
names. Chrysler dealers will be notified on their 
computer link-ups to avoid the Mitsubishi con- 
nection. Investors and brokers will be notified 
through ads in the international financial jour- 
nals to avoid Mitsubishi and Diashowa securities. 
The Japanese people and their neighbors 
throughout the world will be made aware of the 
corporate roles in species depletion, cultural 
genocide, deforestation, toxic contamination 
and the disruption of acid, carbon, weather and 
oxygen cycles. The contamination of mothers' 
milk, immune deficiencies, reproductive failures, 
and cancers do not look good on a corporations 
"Green" resume. 

The winds of change are sweeping up the 
Deh Cho (Mackenzie River) valley. In Fort 
Chipewyan on an outcropping of granite over- 
looking one of the Earth's great river deltas an 
alliance was cemented. A bioregional defense of 
one of the earth's greatest watersheds is realized. 
Drawing on the strength of organizations and the 
visions of individuals "the cult of materialism, 
growth and jobs at any cost" will be unmasked as 
the "cult of suicide." The power of the spirit and 
the force of compassion will displace the smug 
arrogance of a society smothering in its own 
affluence and effluent. With the help of friends 
we will say, "No" to Mitsubishi and Diashowa 
and all the other ill-conceived hydroelectric, 
uranium, petroleum, and forestry projects. The 
Alberta Pacific (Mitsubishi) pulp mill will never 
be completed, and the victory song of a healthy 
forest rescued from its despoilers will echo across 
time and space, 

For a good accounting of the Diashowa 
situation in relation to the First Nations people, 
read "The Last Stand of the Lubicon Cree", by 
John Goddard, just published. 

We are currently working on a video on the 
impact of development on the Deh Cho 
(Mackenzie) watershed. Pass this on to our 
friends in the film community. 
source:— Phil Carson 



MT Guns Down Bison 

Boycott Montana! 

Yellowstone EF! is calling for an interna- 
tional boycott of Montana Tourism and Mon- 
tana-made products in the wake of the killing of 
150 wild bison (at this writing) by Montana's 
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks. 
SURVIVORS OF GENOCIDE 

Bison are native only to North America. The 
species was nearly extinct at the turn of the 
century due to rampant slaughter on the Great 
Plains. A tiny remnant herd of 25 wild bison 
escaped the destruction in Yellowstone Park's 
remote Pelican Valley. The present-day 
Yellowstone bison are direct descendents of 
those 25 survivors, which interbred with ranch- 
raised bison released into the park. These sym- 
bols of North American wilderness, essential 
components of the famous Yellowstone ecosys- 
tem, are being killed once again at the behest of — 
who else? — the livestock industry, which claims 
the bison are a threat to livelihood. Wild bison 
carry brucellosis, a disease given them by cattle 
which can cause cows to abort. The Montana 
Department of Livestock, eager to retain 
"brucellosis-free" status for the state's cattle 
herds, has ordered the killing of bison which 
leave the borders of YNP and enter Montana. 
MURDERED TO PROTECT KOWZ 

For various reasons the bison, once a plains 
animal, are attempting to recolonize ancestral 
winter range in Montana's Paradise and Madison 
Valleys, and perhaps beyond. They do not recog- 
nize the human boundaries between National 
Park, National Forest, and private land. But they 
are killed for their transgression. In 1988-89, 569 
bison were gunned down near the northern en- 
trance to YNP. When the killing began again the 
next winter, activists (including Wild Rockies 
EFIers) intervened in the "hunt" and created so 
much controversy that in 1990 bison hunting 
was outlawed in Montana. The killing is now 
done by state officials, and the kills are so heavily 
attended by police that no intervention has yet 
been attempted by activists this season. 

Almost all the bison killed this year were on 
land owned by the Church Universal and Trium- 
phant (CUT). CUT is imfamous for building 
bomb shelters and trailer parks up and down 
Paradise Valley, issuing hysterical predictions 
about the imminent end of the world, and spill- 
ing diesel fuel into a tributary of the Yellowstone 
River. Now it has the blood of bison on its hands. 
It claims the bison are ruining itscattle grazing 
land, scaring off potential cattle graziers, and 
destroying property. CUT ignores the fact that it 
has usurped the bison's rightful winter range, 
and has rejected money offers to let bison graze 
on its land. 

The State of Montana and CUT are largely 
responsible for the recent attack on the bison . EF! 
calls on CUT and Montana to work towards an 
equitable solution that would allow bison to 
wander beyond the borders of Yellowstone, as 
the State has recently (to its credit) been doing 
with bison leaving the park on the West side. 
Until such an agrement is reached and the bison 
are left to roam unmolested, Yellowstone EF! 
encourages you to BOYCOTT MONTANA!! 

We who live in Montana are dependent to 
some extent on tourism and Montana-made 
products to sustain our economy. But some of us 
feel that the rights of wild bison are more im- 
portant than our ability to make a living. Don't 
give your hard-earned cash to Montana. Call the 
Montana tourism hot-line and tell them why you 
won't come to Montana: (406) 442-2405. Call 
CUT and give them a piece of your mind: (406) 
848-7441 or 7381. Write to them at Corwin 
Springs, MT 59021. Encourage people you know 
to avoid vacationing in Montana or buying 
Montana-made products. Contact Yellowstone 
Earth First! if you have ideas for defending the 
bison or if you can help in any way: POB 6151, 
Bozeman, MT 59715 (406) 585-9211. 

— Randall Restless 


EF! — EPA Alliance 


Ecosystem components, including wet- 
lands, riverine and terrestrial habitats, are inter- 
related and interdependent. These mosaics of 
communities require strong comprehensive 
commitments for their protection and rehabilita- 
tion. The role of the Environmental Protection 
Agency in preserving aquatic habitats is well 
established (!). However, the Agency's Region III 
recently identified the adverse physical modifi- 
cation of terrestrial habitat as one of the foremost 
ecological issues in the Region, and the EPA has 
decided to commit itself to preventing further 
degradation of terrestrial habitat as well as to 
promoting habitat restoration. 

The EPA is not restricted by land manage- 
ment boundaries, as are other land-based federal 
and state agencies. But the inadequacies of cur- 
rent protective efforts in assuring long-term vi- 
ability of the Earth's ecosystems has prompted 
some progressive Region III personnel to form 
the Terrestrial Ecosystem Protection Initiative 
Task Force. On November 14 and 15, 1991, they 
hosted a preliminary strategy workshop in 
Harper's Ferry, West Virginia. Invited to this 
inital meeting were representatives of the EPA, 
US Forest Service, US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Army Corps of Engineers, National Park Service, 
various state agencies, Sierra Club, Wilderness 
Society, Audubon Society, The Nature Conser- 
vancy, the scientific/academic community, and 
one grassroots conservation group — Virginians 
for Wilderness. Problems and concerns were 
identified; ideas for their resolution were pro- 
posed. A subtext to these discussions was a vision 
of habitat integrity that included establishment 
of landscape linkages, environmen tally-sensitive 
land use planning, habitat augmentation and 
restoration, and no net loss of biodiversity (em- 
phasis theirs!). 

To effectuate this vision, future EPA activi- 
ties will include a public outreach program, de- 
velopment and implementation of regional and 
national ecosystems protection strategies, and 
participation of the Agency in formulating local 
and regional land-use plans. The Agency would 
also like to act as a clearinghouse for applied 
research efforts on habitat. Data would be 
compiled and accessed through a universally- 
adopted database system. A comprehensive 
computer model, based on Gap Analysis (iden- 
tifying remnant habitats at risk), has nationwide 
planning and regulatory applications. 

Region III identifies its overall goals in this 
mission to protect terrestrial habitats as: (1) to 
facilitate and coordinate intra-/inter- agency 
cooperation; (2) author a Regional Policy State- 
ment that will serve to enhance existing habitat 
protection opportunities and provide the basis 
for innovative approaches for restoration and 
conservation; and (3) conduct, direct, sponsor, 
and/or fund ecological activities at the national 
and regional levels. 

— Loki, Biophiliac For Ragnarok 

CLAW addendum: All shit floats — for awhile. 
When crossin streams/use steppin stones. This is 
a rare occurrence/maybe this gift horse has no 
teeth. Th "strategy" recognized th impacts of th 
human herd (as a given) but refused to discuss de- 
population measures/hmmm... haven't we seen 
this movie? Does FWS wanna "cooperate" with 
Jasper? Does F'Dale wanna "facilitate" th PAW 
proposal? Will state "game" commissions listen 
to anybody that doesn't kill for pleasure? Who 
knows. ..maybe it's New Perspectives". ..again. 
Loki got th ball rollin with a 'no net gain' for 
roads; now it's your turn. These people were 
amazed (?) that activists exist without head- 
quarters, fundin, or leaders. They have their 
hearts in th right places; it's up to us to help them 
help us help th planet. Do it! 

For more information or comments, (please 
do) contact: Susan McDowell, TEPI coordinator, 
Environmental Planning Section, US EPA, Re- 
gion in, 841 Chestnut Building, Philadelphia, PA 
19107)) 

Thanks Y'all! 

— Ma Jones 
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Direct Action 
Gets the Woods 

A five-day logging road blockade in North- 
western Ontario has forced a logging company to 
remove its equipment from native land. 

The Gull Bay Band erected the roadblock on 
November 7, 1991, after the Provincial Ministry of 
Natural Resources (MNR) reinstated a tree-cut- 
ting license for Buchanan Forest Products. The 
license was reinstated after Buchanan represen- 
tatives falsely reported to the Ministry that, fol- 
lowing months of negotiations, the native band 
had agreed to the cutting. No such agreement 
had been reached and the Ministry somehow (!) 
neglected to check the validity of Buchanan's 
claim with the band itself. 

When band members noticed clear cutting 
equipment being brought within the boundary 
of the disputed area of Black Sturgeon Forest, 
they held an emergency council meeting, and by 
7 pm a roadblock had been erected. At 8 pm, 
three vehicles carrying night logging crews were 
turned away by the unarmed blockaders. The 
crews were to have begun logging immediately. 

Buchanan Forest Products has a long history 
of severely-damaging forestry practices, and the 
evidence can be seen along hundreds of kilo- 
meters of highway north of Thunder Bay. This 
area has been ravaged by the clearcutting method 
employed by Buchanan. 

As well as subsistence hunting and trapping 
in the proposed-to-be-cut forest, Gull Lake Band 
members fish in the waters beside it. Topsoil 
runoff from clear cutting depletes fish popula- 
tions. Native burial grounds are also located in 
this forest. Clear cutting would virtually destroy 
the natives' traditional use of this land. 

When the blockade was first erected, 
Ontario Provincial Police officers photographed 
natives at the blockade. Buchanan's corporate 
representatives, realizing that their deceitful ac- 
tions were ineffective, arrived at the site to ask for 
permission to remove their equipment. 

At sunrise on November 11, 1991 — to the 
sound of the Gull Bay Drum — over 100 members 
of the 600 member band were at the blockade to 
witness their chief and council escorting heavy 
logging equipment, out of the Gull Bay Block of 
the Black Sturgeon Forest. Because of the blatant 
attempt by Buchanan and the MNR to sabotage 
the negotiations, the natives of Gull Bay are 
trusting neither, and are maintaining a watch on 
the blockade. 

— Autonomous Green Action 


Oz Rondy 

After an action-packed year of media (and 
personal) attacks on the EF! movement in Austra- 
lia, we looked forward to the summer gathering 
with some trepidation. The logical extension of 
the campaign against us was for someone to burn 
a bulldozer (insurance job) and blame Earth First! 
The Forest Protection Society was mobilized and 
ready, the newspapers were ringing to see if we 
were planning to spike trees, and the publicity 
man from the Association of Forest Industries 
was predicting unprecedented damage to ma- 
chinery. 

What actually happened was something of 
an anti-climax. We had 2 days of workshopping 
and informal raves which were filling in the 
newcomers and forging friendships, laying the 
groundwork for more in depth strategizing. Then 
the rain arrived and the next 2 days saw much 
tent huddling and stay dry and warm workshops. 
One contingent of hard-core folk soaked it all up 
(literally) by climbing Flowitt Spur and spent the 
night up amongst the snowgums. 

New Year's Eve saw a new phenomenon for 
our gatherings — electrified music; Earth Reggae 
and Penelope Swales, and the storm and con- 
tinual rain was celebrated rather than endured. 

The site was in the Alpine National Park on 
the upper Howqua River in the Victorian Alps. 
We saw first-hand the damage caused by once- 
only logging in the park and those hooved van- 
dals trampling vegetation and fouling the rivers. 
We Australians are mighty proud of our moun- 
tain cattle. Despite extensive logging and the 
damage from endless 4 wheel drive enthusiasts, 
the upper Howqua and surrounding region is 
superb, and is adjacent to the Wonnangatta 
Wilderness. 

About 150 people put in an appearance; 
many new faces, lots of old friends, and some 
useful alliances were forged. We realised that EF! 
is still in its formative stages in Australia, and are 
looking at ways to establish groups in new areas. 
Bit by bit we're clarifying our vision and our 
niche in the environmental community. What 
was especially apparent was that there are people 
working in a vast diversity of groups and 
organisations who share our sense of 
urgency... time is running out unless people get 
organized and TAKE ACTION NOW. 

The media spent the last three months of the 
year hounding us about eco-defense, and never 



livliehood and cultural genocide from rainforest destruction. 
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once questioned the untold vandalism being 
waged against Australian ecosystems by big busi- 
ness. It should come as no surprise that most of 
the media have decided that they stand with the 
forces of destruction, but their willingness to 
paint us as the new terrorists has been a little 
worrying. (My favorite heading so far has been 
"Green Terror: Eco-guerilla sabotage book tells 
how to kill to save the planet" from the "Truth" 
newspaper.) Now (early January) the papers tell 
us the greens are responsible for the 
recession... there never were many jews in Aus- 
tralia so I suppose someone has to take the blame. 
Individual members of EF! are also copping flak;, 
following newspaper articles in October, we re- 
ceived death threats, were trailed, and had a 
house and a car broken into (with a box left under 
the bonnet; cute, hey?) 

These sorts of occurrences are meant to 
isolate, intimidate, and silence us. And for me 
this was the most empowering thing about the 
gathering. We didn't get around to in-depth 
strategies, but we did get a glimpse of the diver- 
sity, passion and commitment of our fellow ac- 
tivists Just by finding out about the struggles 
being carried out in every corner of the conti- 
nent, I felt very un-alone, and all the stand-over 
tactics of the misguided and downright evil paled 
into insignificance. As we drove out of the 
Howqua and over Mt. Stirling on our way home, 
there were small contingents of Forest "Protec- 
tion" Society folk, doing their best to look 
threatening. After a gathering of just a few 
elements of our tribe, they seemed considerably 
less scary. 

— Cam Walker 

Ecodefense Banned in Oz 

Last December, Ecodefense was officially 
banned from being imported into Australia. 
We're not sure if possession of the book is an of- 
fence, however we will send an update for the 
Eostar issue. In recent weeks, the Victorian news- 
papers have published several inflammatory ar- 
ticles about Ecodefense and monkeywrenching in 
general. It seems that the timber industry, spe- 
cifically Steve Guest, Public Affairs manager of 
the Victorian Association of Forest Industries, is 
escalating their smear campaign against Earth 
First! to distract attention away from the real, 
issues of logging and woodchipping the last of 
Victoria's primary forests. A Melbourne EF!er did 
a debate with Guest on radio and he talked about 
that "jerk terrorist Jake Jagoff" from the USA — it 
seems at first he thought Jake was Dave Fore- 
man — though he later insisted Jake was here to 
train us in ecoterrorism. Guest speculated Jake's 
trip was probably financed by EF! in the States 
(obviously Guest doesn't know Jagoff's past fi- 
nancial track record) as part of a plan to export 
monkeywrenching to Australia. 

— Melbourne EF! 
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Deb Fragala locks up at the Fairview Log Jam in September of 1 991 . 


Communication Gap 

In USFS "newspeak," the new word for 
canopy destruction is "gap phase dynamics," 
another typical Freddie attempt to subvert the 
truth. What follows is an abbreviated tale of 
Forest Wars II in the Shawnee National Forest. 
(Forest Wars I occurred from 1787 to roughly 
1812, when the Shawnee, Miami, and Cherokee 
tribes rallied with Tekamthi, the Great Shawnee 
chief. They staunchly defended their forest lands 
and heritage from the armies of William Henry 
Harrison and George Washington, who were 
enforcing the federalizing, parceling, gridding, 
and selling of the Heartland.) 

1987: East Perry Lumber Co., the biggest 
hardwood mill in the midwest, slashed large 
clearcuts from steep slopes, fragmenting the big 
canopy of the Shawnee hardwoods of Alexander 
County. A record 12 million board feet (mmbf) 
was removed from the forest, and $798,000 were 
removed from taxpayers' pockets. 

1988: The USFS was preoccupied by the 
negotiations of the Land and Resource Manage- 
ment Plan and no hardwoods or pines were cut. 

Spring of 1989: Eight big clearcut sales were 
stopped for reevaluation, due to one appeal. 

Fall of 1989: The Shawnee lost a beautiful 
hardwood area to the first so-called group selec- 
tion "patch clearcut," a place called Town Hall, 
going down as 1/2 mmbf. The Shawnee lost 
'’$800,000 that year on below-cost pine sales, and 
one hardwood sale. 

Fall of 1990: After the Fairview Vigil of 80 
days, another 1/2 mmbf "patch clearcut," night- 
mare occurred at a lofty woodlands known as Big 
Ranch, the next-to-last unbroken corridor in 
Alexander County. Veneer trees went down for 
Germany, but over 50% of the robust hardwoods 
got wasted for shipping pallets. 1.2 million tax 
dollars went down the tubes. 

Fall of 1991: Fairview Farewell! (1/2 mmbf) a 
half million tax dollars vanished in the fiasco. 
The blows to the taxpayer were heavy. The Fed's 
law enforcement bill was estimated to be 
$315,000 plus the unrevealed bills of the Sheriff's 
Departments of Jackson County and Union 
County, plus the court costs incurred by the 
counties, all to ruin an unequalled Jackson 
County woods. 

Fall of 1991: Burner Hill Hello! (1 mmbf) A 
Shawnee Defense Fund press conference from 
the treetops announced Alexander County's last 
stand, with a big pockmarked map to prove it. 
East Perry was the highest bidder. 


November 1991: According to the change in 
congressional law, Shawnee "patch clearcutting" 
was out, but "gap phase dynamics" was in. 

December 1991: The Hayes-Bay 1 mmbf tim- 
ber sale was announced, the first "gap phase 
dynamics" sale area. The sale would contain 191 
gap-phase groups, an average size of 1/4 acre, in 
order to "more closely imitate the natural gaps 
from natural forces like windfalls." Individual 
trees would be cut between the groups! 

On Saturday morning September 7, 1991, 
Deb Fragala and Dave Arther put their brave 
necks on the line and in Kryptonite to hit East 
Perry on the bottom line. The Fairview "log jam" 
halted six trucks and kept EP from hauling a 
second load that day. Deb and Dave still face 
felony charges of conspiracy to commit unlawful 
restraint. Eleven other activists face Class C 
misdemeanor charges of mob action with no 
public defender, since the state waived the threat 
of jail time. That doesn't count the 48 hours they 
already spent in the slammer. 

Joe Glisson, Bill Cronin, and Mindy 
Harmon, three of the thirteen arrested at the 
Fairview gate on August 26, 1991, for trespassing, 
decided to proceed to trial. The others accepted 
plea bargains and were sentenced to 25-75 hours 
of community service, 6 month probations, and 
court costs. 

Jan Wilder-Thomas, wrongfully arrested, 
maliciously prosecuted with a felony aggravated 
battery, and held in jail for 29 hours without an 
opportunity to make bail, continued to dangle in 
never-never land. To seek justice in a jury trial, or 
to cop a plea of a misdemeanor battery with 1-year 
probation, 100 hours community service, and 
court costs, that was the question. 

CHALLENGE: Please, go to Washington, 
DC. Make appointments with the members of 
both the Senate and House Appropriations Com- 
mittees and Subcommittees on Interior and Re- 
lated Agencies. Gang .up on the eastern 
Congresspeople of your choice. It's time for them 
to lower the boom on the Northwest timber 
patsies and stop funding the USFS timber sale 
program of death. They need to see more real 
people in the halls of Congress. 

To receive an action alert, send a 29 cent 
stamp to the Shawnee Defense Fund, Rt. 1, Box 
313, Brookport, IL 62910. Donations are needed 
and appreciated. 

—Jan Wilder-Thomas 


Abenaki Court Hearings 

On Monday, January 13, Abenaki Chief 
Homer St. Francis went before the judge of the 
Franklin County Superior Court in Vermont to 
confront a bogus felony charge of false swearing. 
The maximum penalty for this offense in fifteen 
years imprisonment. Packing the gallery at the 
hearing were numerous representatives of Native 
American tribes, the American Indian Movement 
(AIM) and Earth First! 

Chief St. Francis was indicted by a grant jury 
because he did not claim tribal property, which 
he and Abenaki tradition believe cannot be 
owned, on a form requesting a public defender 
from a prior offense. 

In court, the chief and his tribal lawyer 
submitted numerous motions to have the case 
thrown out because the State of Vermont is 
violating the United Nations Genocide Act, fed- 
eral genocide acts, the International Bill of Rights 
and a variety of treaties regarding indigenous 
peoples. Chief St. Francis refused to enter a plea 
because he does not recognize the court's au- 
thority over the Abenaki. The hearing was 
postponed to a later date. Recently the Abenaki 
Tribal Court tried Chief St. Francis and found him 
innocent under tribal law. 

The Abenaki, in response to the state court's 
allegations, are charging the State of Vermont 
with genocide. They will be serving subpoenas to 
all elected officials in the state to appear in front 
of the tribal court of elders. 

On Wednesday, January 11, EFlers met with 
State's attorney Howard Van Benthuysen to ex- 
press their outrage at the State's harassment of 
the Abenaki. EF! presented Van Benthuysen 
documentation of 653 species that are rare, en- 
dangered, threatened or. extirpated in Vermont 
due to the encroachment of civilization and 
pledged support for the resistance of the Abenaki, 
who for centuries lived in balance with the 
natural world. We concluded our meeting with 
the state's attorney by stating our no compromise 
stance and informed Van Benthuysen that the 
Abenaki considered themselves descended from 
animals and viewed their animal relations as 
"persons of other than human form." 

— Anne Petermann 

Sab'd Stories 

Clearlake, California, October 1991. For 
the third year, we hiked the oaks and chapparal 
trying to stop the slaughter of the rare Tule Elk. 
There were as many as twenty-five of us covering 
the immense hunt area during the two week hunt 
of fifteen critters. To our advantage we found a 
new base campsite to escape the intense harass- 
ment we have experienced in the past. This year 
was full of many quiet days with sabbers seeing 
neither hunters, game wardens, or elk. The last 
weekend we expected a rush of hunters but the 
weather turned bad (or good) and it was very 
quiet. I have to admit, we went home wondering 
how much we really accomplished, but I have a 
feeling there's a few elk left that otherwise 
wouldn't be there. 

Kofa National Wildlife Refuge, Arizona, 
December 1991 The Kofa refuge, named for a 
massive mining operation, encompasses 1000 
square miles and is home to nearly 1000 desert 
bighorn sheep. We didn't have the resources to 
sabotage the sixteen day hunt of sixteen sheep, so 
we switched our tactics some. We decided to sab 
the first five days and do some extra press work 
raising issues of hunting on "wildlife refuges," 
mining, roads, military exercises in a wilderness 
area, and wolf reintroduction. We followed 
hunters every day and definitely slowed the hunt 
down but then had to leave with a lot of hunting 
days still to come and a very docile sheep popu- 
lation. It seems the mountain lions don't eat 
sheep, they eat at will from a terrorized deer herd. 
Arizona Game and Fish thinks that's healthy. I 
will not forget the experiences I had high on the 
ridges talking and looking into the eyes of the 
bighorns. They must be protected from the 
scum. 

— Root Rot 



Freddie cops swarm at the Fairview Massacre, 26 August, 1991 . pholo: w,ukr.Thomas 
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Oil Drilling Florida Black Bear 

on Coastal Plain in Peril 


Texaco just got the OK from the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) to drill 
its first exploratory oil/gas well on the coastal 
plain. The site is in the headwaters of Pope's 
Creek, a few miles upstream of the Rt. 301 bridge 
on the Potomac that connects southern Mary- 
land and Virginia. Pope's Creek is just 3.5 miles 
long. It descends a narrow wooded valley as a 
tiny brook, widens as tributary streams enter 
from forested side canyons, and passes through a 
mile of broad tidal marsh before shitting into the 
Potomac. Beaver colonies, raccoon, deer, soaring 
hawks and eagles, testify to the area's isolation 
from Homo sapiens. The bottom third of the 
watershed is mostly classified as a Nontidal 
Wetland of Special State Concern. Texaco is 
leasing much of the upper third of the creek. 

Besides the possible deadly spillage of oil 
from transporting the oil, the diesel engines 
powering the drill will run nonstop for 12 weeks, 
and send a plume of toxic smog equivalent to 
that of 5,000 automobiles down the Pope's Creek 
valley. The effects of this upon the resident Bald 
Eagles is unknown. Charles County, where the 
Pope's Creek Valley is located, has already been 
found by the EPA to be out of compliance with 
the National Ambient Air Quality Standard. This 
wild area doesn't need more bad air. 

The pro-oil faction of the DNR has won the 
first round. It is up to us to come out swinging in 
the 2nd round! We need to mount a multifaceted 
campaign, using biological, legal, political and 
psychological tactics. This will require the tal- 
ents and energies of many people of diverse 
backgrounds. What ultimately happens to 
Pope's Creek will happen to dozens of other wild 
watersheds of the coastal plain. Regardless of 
your background, you can make a vital differ- 
ence. 

The local public has been made somewhat 
aware of the issue, and of the opposition through 
demonstrations, press releases, interviews and 
noisy attendance at public hearings; media 
events need to be organized to keep the issue in 
the public eye. 

What you can do: In addition to the basic 
organizing work, administrative appeals need 
to be written and submitted at once! There are 
multitudes of appealable points. Contact Ron, 
(301) 855-4241. 

— Chesapeake Bay EF! 
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On Thursday, January 2, 1992, the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service decided not to designate the 
Florida black bear as threatened. Thus the 
hunting of this marvelous creature will continue. 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

James W. Pulliam, the Southeast regional 
director for the US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
stated that the threatened listing under the En- 
dangered Species Act was "warranted but pre- 
cluded" because the agency was working to list 
other species considered in more critical danger. 

The Wildlife Service said 150 other species, 
including the Florida mastiff bat, the Alabama 
shovelnose sturgeon and the southeastern snowy 
plover, were considered higher priorities for 
federal protection than the bear under the 
agency's ranking system. The agency goes on to 
state that threats to the population of Florida 
black bears were moderate to low when com- 
pared to other species that are candidates for 
protection. Granted, these other species are 
certainly prime for protection, but hey, are they 
being chased up trees and blasted at by "good ol' 
huntin' boys" in pursuit of their "God given 
right?" I think not! 

Also the Wildlife Service goes on to state that 
the Florida black bear ranks lower in priority than 
other species because it is a subspecies of the 
wideranging American black bear which is still 
abundant in some areas. WELL SHIT! Just wipe 
em' out in Florida. There's plenty to go around. 
When Florida's black bear is gone just import a 
few from North Carolina. They won't miss 'em. 
Gotta keep them huntin' boys happy. 

Not to slam the Wildlife Service completely, 
it did, in its infinite wisdom, grant threatened 
status to the Louisiana black bear, whose popu- 
lation is estimated at 100, although this will still 
not stop logging in bear habitat. 

Gee! If 400 to 600 Florida bears are slaugh- 
tered, we can expect a threatened status for them 
also. 

The Fund for Animals has notified the 
Wildlife Service of its intention to file a lawsuit to 
force the agency to speed up the listing of species. 
According to The Fund, 600 to 3600 species 
warrant listing as threatened or endangered. 

The Florida black bear once roamed 
throughout this state. Now with each year that 
passes it edges closer to extinction. Its habitat is 
destroyed daily. It is run over by automobiles. It 
is hunted by assholes with guns and dogs. THIS 
MADNESS MUST STOP! 

What you can do: When hunting season 
opens this spring, get out in the woods of North 
Florida. Help out the black bear. Sab a bear hunt. 
They'll love you for it. 

— Mad Hatter, Canebrake EF! 
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Pensacola EF! 


In Pensacola, we call our group "Earth 
First!." Simple Huh? Anyway we started the 
group last semester sensing the need for some- 
thing that would demand results in this area of 
political apathy. We work closely with the 
Greens and any others who are willing to help, 
even the Sierra Club, good god! Most of our 
protests are geared towards the local paper mills' 
use of chlorine and their discharge into the local 
waterways. Very bad for the fish. We had some 
test samples in which male fish were becoming 
female... hmmm. I don't have many hangups, 
but sex changes should be reserved for the real 
wierd species: humans! Anyway, we are planning 
more CD /demos. In the past, we were able to do 
fun things to tracks that trains ran on to bring 
chlorine into the pulp mill. Actions are up- 
coming. 

— Corbin McMulin 


Canebrake EF! 

Says Stop the Slaughter! 


Canebrake EF! participated in Fur-Free-Fri- 
day the day after Thanksgiving. 

This year's demonstration was held outside 
Countryside Mall in Clearwater, Florida and al- 
though outrage against the fur trade in general is 
the main idea, our specific target was Burdine's, 
a greedhead department store that is still under 
the impression that the wearing of furs of dead, 
tortured animals is still chic. 

As usual, Canebrake EF! showed up with a 
large banner that called for a ban on fur trapping. 

An estimated 74% of all fur garments are 
produced from the approximately 34 million fur 
bearing animals killed annually in the leghold 
trap. Approximately 5 million more animals, 
called "trash" by trappers (because they have no 
economic value), are either crippled or killed by 
the leghold trap. The leghold trap is banned in 
more than fifty countries as well as in Florida, 
Rhode Island, and New Jersey. Representative 
James Scheuer (D-NY) has introduced legislation, 

HR 1354 which would end the use of the steel- 
jawed leghold trap in the US, so write your 
congresspeople and tell them to sign on as 
sponsors of HR 1354. 

— Bill Brooks 
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BANK ROBBERY? HELL... THIS IS GREAT 
TRADITION OF THE OLD WEST/// 


(TO. Hellenbach) 


Envideos Available 

THE CRACKING OF THE GLEN CANYON DAM 
On VHS by Earth Image Films, available 
FREE to Earth First ! contacts. W e have four copies 
left, so contact the journal office soon if you want 
one. 

JAMES BAY 

If you want a video about the James Bay 

Hydro-electric project in Quebec, send a blank 

tape and money for postage to Kurt Nelson, 224 

Bevier St., Binghamton, NY 13904. They can be 
used for public education events or your viewing 

pleasure of impending ecological disasters. 

THE PENAN'S LAST STAND 

Video footage and slide photos available 
from the Rainforest Action Network depict the 
desperate actions by over 500 Penan indigenous 
people of Sarawak, Malaysia who have been 
blockading logging roads On their ancestral 
homeland for over five months. Video footage 
available on Beta SP includes: building of 
blockades, community life at the blockades, po- 
lice confrontation and interviews with native 
people. Write to RAN, 301 Broadway, San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94133 
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Book Review 

Waste of the West by Lynn Jacobs, 1991. 602 pp., 
paperback. Available from the Earth First! journal or 
directly from the author at POB 5784, Tucson AZ 
85703. $28.00 per copy; bulk orders available. 
REVIEWED BY GEORGE WUERTHNER 

Lynn Jacobs is a very quiet, gentle, humble per- 
son who has a deep affection for the natural world. He 
does not seem like the kind of person who would try to 
lead a revolution, but that is just what he may ac- 
complish with the publication of his book, Waste of the 
West 

The book is an exhaustive, comprehensive and 
thorough overview of livestock grazing — its past, its 
present, and what Jacobs would like to see as its future. 
Although this book could easily substitute for a text- 
book on livestock grazing, Jacobs has a clear, easy-to- 
read writing style which makes the information ac- 
cessible to everyone, but particularly to those without 
special knowledge of range or other resource manage- 
ment issues. 

It's clear from the start that ending the domina- 
tion of the ranching industry over public lands of the 
West is one of Jacobs' objectives, and he proceeds to 
provide ample justification for his position. Jacobs 
makes no bones about how he feels about livestock 
grazing and ranching, nor does he purport to provide 
an unbiased and equal treatment of the pros and cons 
of livestock grazing. Readers should keep this per- 
spective in mind. 

However, those who might be inclined to think 
his book is nothing more than a raging tirade against 
the perceived evils of livestock grazing would be short- 
changing the author. He spent more than three years 
researching the topic and writing Waste of the West. 
Without exception, his conclusions and observations 
are based on extensive documentation and well rea- 
soned arguments. 

Waste of the West is encyclopedic. In its more 
than 600 pages, complete with literature citations, are 
chapters on the history of the livestock industry, a 
discussion of public lands history with particular ref- 
erence to livestock use, descriptions of various range 
ecosystems, range ecology,' wildlife and domestic 
livestock interrelationships with the landscape, and a 
thorough discussion of the socio-political aspects of 
livestock grazing in the W est and what the author feels 
are myths and justifications of the livestock industry. 
In particular those who have heard that Allan Savory 
and Holistic Resource Management offers a salvation 
to public lands grazing abuses should read Jacobs’ 
penny. The book is attractively laid out, set off with 
numerous highlighted quotes that are fun to read all by 
themselves. But in addition, since each chapter stands 
more or less on its own, it’s possible to read individual 
chapters, and still learn a great deal, and not lose too 
much of Jacobs' theme. 

Finally, the book is wonderfully illustrated with 
dozens of charts and graphs and over a thousand 
photos. Just scanning the photos, reading the cap- 
tions, and reviewing the maps and illustrations would 
give any reader new insights and a head full of statistics 
and concepts. Want to know how many acres of land 
are grazed in the West or how much forage is allotted 
to livestock vs wildlife? Jacobs makes it easy to find out 
those and other kinds of statistics. It makes a handy 
reference source for anyone dealing with livestock 
issues. 

This book is for everyone. Those who agree with 
Jacobs will find plenty of information to defend their 
positions. Those opposed should read it to know how 
those committed to ending public lands ranching 
think. Those undecided or who feel there is a place and 
need for livestock production on public lands in the 
West would do well to read this book if for no other 
reason than to obtain a more balanced perspective to 
counter the ever-present livestock industry and agency 
propaganda which purports to show the benefits of 
livestock grazing and production. 

Is Jacobs right? Has livestock wasted the West? 
Read the book and decide for yourself. 
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Book Review 


The Desert by John C. Van Dyke, Gibbs Smith 
Publisher, Layton, Utah, New Edition 1991, 272 pp., 
paperback. 

REVIEWED BY DESI CRATION 

Answer quickly. Which came first, Civilization 
or Wilderness? Right — Civilization. Before Civiliza- 
tion, nobody was smart enough to call rocks and Gila 
Monsters and black crows anything at all, much less 
some word with three syllables, like "Wilderness." 

But John C. Van Dyke enlightened us. He made 
the American Desert, in the course of one slim book, a 
wilderness fit for civilized people. 

Van Dyke was qualified to write such a book. 
When he didn't happen to be wandering through the 
Mojave desert with only a gallon of water and a shovel 
to sustain him, he taught art history at Rutgers Uni- 
versity, lectured at Harvard, Columbia, Princeton, and 
wrote forty books, one called Books and How to Use 
Them (he was also librarian at Sage Library) and an- 
other called The Desert. With things like that in his 
past, it’s hard to see how even the Sierra Club would 
admit him. 

But his book The Desert, first published in 1901, is 
pointed to by writers from Mary Austin to Edward 
Abbey as the first and best book ever written about 
North American deserts. It is easy to see why. His ideas 
about preservation are hard to criticize: "They are the 
breathing spaces of the West and should be preserved 
forever." He hated the Imperial Valley project with a 
black hatred. 

And he moves the art of appreciating the desert 
into spiritual and esthetic realms to which it had never 
before, in the minds of white people at least, aspired. 
He describes a mirage: 

Yet its illusiveness adds to, rather than detracts from, 
its beauty. Rose-colored dreams are always delightful; 
and the mirage is only a dream. It has no more 
substantial fabric than the golden haze that lies in the 
canyons at sunset. It is only one of nature's veilings which 
she puts on or off capriciously. . . It is one of the desert's 

most charming features because of its strange light and its 
so ftly glowing opaline color. And there we have come back 
again to that beauty in landscape which lies not in the lines 
of mountain valley and plain, but in the almost formless 
masses of color and light 

Van Dyke painstakingly, with all the implica- 
tions of the word, explores the desert. In the course of 
twelve chapters, he discusses "The Approach,” "The 
Make of the Desert," "The Bottom ofthe Bowl," "Light, 
Air, and Color," and so on. The book is a collection of 
war of elements and a struggle for existence going on 
[in the desert] that for ferocity is unparalleled else- 
where in nature," a struggle which Van Dyke loves 
with all his heart. And he knows that the place is 
beautiful, too. He climbs a mountain, probably in the 
Panamint range, and tells his reader not to look down 
at the desert floor, but to look up. "You have read and 
heard many times of the 'deep blue sky.' It is a stock 
phrase in narrative romance; but I venture to doubt if 
you have ever seen one. It is seen only from high 
points — from just such a place as you are now standing 
upon. Therefore look up first of all and see a blue sky 
that is turning to violet!” Only an art professor could 
have told you this — an art professor who had lived off 
the land for two years in the Mojave, Sonoran, 
Chihuahuan, and Great Basin deserts. And only in the 
early twentieth century could he have seen such a sky, 
or such a desert. The sky in the desert has a yellow 
sulfur dioxide tint to it now, and the desert has been 
hugely reclaimed. 

John C. Van Dyke was a Eastern, college-bred 
weakling with asthma. But he wandered around in the 
desert until his asthma went away (and turned into 
malaria) and then he wandered around some more. He 
was pretty tough. And intelligent, and as civilized as it 
was possible to be in 1901. All of which enabled him 
to say some of the smartest things about the desert that 
any white person has ever said. 

The Desert is the book that made North American 
deserts accessible to people back in civilization — like 
us, modern-day Americans who could not possibly 
walk across them but like to read about them and then 
maybe drive around them some. It's an important 
book. Reading it, you may begin to wonder if Van 
Dyke, with his great love for the desert, could have 
wanted it to become so important. Those who feel even 
the faintest stirrings of the desert rat when they smell 
creosote in the air should read The Desert, but they 
should be aware of the question it raises: What exactly 
did our desert gain when Van Dyke taught us to 
appreciate it as wilderness? 




Forever Wild 

Medicine Wheel for Peg Millet by Peggy Sue McRae 

I 

I’d sing these songs when we demonstrated for the wounded land. Now singing my songs is the only wa\ 
I can be an activist and spread my message in defense of the wounded Earth. Singing makes me feel good. It'S 
how I pray." Peg Millet Peg sang "Forever Wild" as her statement to the court when she was sentenced. He! 
haunting rendition of this song is on her tape "Gentle Warrior" (available through Earth First!). Her tape is a 
collection of beautifully sung prayers for the Earth. The tape is dedicated to the Arizona Earth First! Five and the 
defense team. 


Return to the Passion of Life. 


Written by Lone 
Wolf Cirdes, Full 
Circle: A Song of 
Ecology and Earth- 
en Spirituality is a 
return not only to 
our pnstine begin- 
nings, but also to 
our true and wild selves. It is the ultimate return to the 
passion of life. A delicious blend of lyric essay, poetry 
and visionary art, this book is a personal invitation for 
all to lake part in global and ecological change. 

If you are concerned about the direction human- 



kind is taking the Earth, then this book is for you! 

To order Full Circle (L#347) send $12.95 plus $3 p/h to: 

Lone Wolf Circles, POB 652 
Reserve, NM, 87830 



The forces of oppression have moved Mark Davis 
to a new "Correctional Facility." His new address 
is: #23106-008; FPC, Box 1000, MB064; Boron, 
CA 93516. 




Gentle Warrior 


r 

) 


A New Cassette from 
Peg Millett 

Available through the EF! journal, 
with: Women Come Forth, Forever 
Wild, Gentle Warrior, Forest Song, 
High Plateau, Medicine Wheel Song, 
Lady of the Flowering Waters, Now 
is the Cool of the Day, Wild Things, 
Earth Chant, Womb Song, Where 
There is Fear There is Power, Let 
Things Grow, I Can See Your Aura, 
What's Left of the West, Have a Nice 
Day, Travelin' Shoes, and Like a 
Prayer. 


"Peg Millett is a pure spirit and in 
her voice that spirit soars to heights 
we seldom hear in singers. You’ll 
want to heed the call and help heal 
the wounds of Mother Earth." 

— Katie Lee, folk singer 


“A marvelous singer." 

— Mike Fain, FBI agen* ■ — ’ '-Fi 

infiltrate- 








Trinkets 6r Snake Oil 



con£i with eco-Acnon eco-06 tense kit: 
*YSAK'S 5o»«tifnoi TO 'CotWft'JATIOri 
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BUMPERSTICKERS 
$1 each, unless otherwise noted 
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American Wilderness: 

Love it or Leave it Alone 
Another Mormon on Drugs 
Anti-grazing assortment ($l/doz) 

Boycott Coors "Beer" 

Damn the Corps Not Rivers 
Darwin 
Desert Raper 

Don't Like Environmentalists? 

Put Them Out of Work 
Dream Back the Bison, Sing Back the Swan 
Earth First! 

Eschew Surplusage 
Fight The Power! 

Hayduke Lives! 

Hunt Cows, Not Bears 
Hunters: Did a Cow Get Your Elk? 

I'd Rather Be Monkeywrenching 
I'll Take My Beef Poached, Thanks 
Love Your Mother, Don't Become One 
Muir Power To You ($5/doz) 

Native 

Nature Bats Last 
Not Politically Correct 
Oil and Bears Don't Mix 

Pay Your Rent, Work For The Earth 
Pregnarjcy: Just Another Deadly 
Sexually Transmitted Disease 
Rescue the Rainforest 
Resist Much, Obey Little 
Save the Yellowstone Grizzly ($5/doz) 

Save the Wild 
Stop the Forest Service, 

Save Our Wild Country 
Stop Clearcutting 
Subvert the Dominant Paradigm 
Think Globally, Act Locally 
Wolves, Not Cows 


WORSE DEMI-GpD 

Accessories 

fcfAO 77H — $7^ 
Note: Ecodefense is temporarily out of stock. 

Dave Foreman is in the process of selling his 
rights to the book, and no copies will be 
available until the rights are transferred 
and a new publisher prints an edition. 


Accessories 
— OiSCoft-nNUED— 


ECo-ARfACHAiR With 

TELEYiSIOfO Ath> BEER 
^YtA.077 B — 


*-T-$kir+ deals ^ 

kids Enfis+,S ^#5 

G/en £a.rwor\ Darn, blue 

or broVn^Sm FR£E 


CASSETTES 

Austin Lounge Lizards Creatures from the Black Lagoon $9 

Austin Lounge Lizards Highway Cafe of the Damned $9 

Lone Wolf Circles Full Circle $10 

Lone Wolf Circles Tierra Primera! $10 

Lone Wolf Circles Wild Ones $10 

Citizen's Band Pocket Full of Rocks $10 

Citizen's Band Smash the State (and Have a Nice Day) $10 

Kelly Cranston For the Kalmiopsis $9 

Alice DiMicele It's a Miracle $10 

Alice DiMicele Make a Change $10 

Alice DiMicele Too Controversial $10 

Scotty Johnson Century of Fools $ 10 

Greg Keeler Songs of Fishing, Sheep & Guns in MT $9 

Greg Keeler Talking Sweet Bye & Bye $9 

Greg Keeler Bad Science Fiction $9 

Greg Keeler Post-Modem Blues $9 

Greg Keeler Enquiring Minds $9 

Katie Lee Fenced $10 

Katie Lee Love's Little Sisters $10 

Dana Lyons Our State is a Dumpsite $6 

Dana Lyons Animal $ 10 

Dana Lyons & John Seed At Night They Howl at the Moon $10 
Peg Millett Gentle Warrior $10 
Bill Oliver Texas Oasis $10 
Bill Oliver & Friends Better Things to Do $10 
Cecelia Ostrow All Life is Equal $8 
Cecelia Ostrow Warrior of the Earth $9 
Rainforest Information Centre Nightcap $10 
Joanne Rand Home $10 
Joanne Rand Choosing Sides $10 


WINDOW STICKERS 
Earth First! Fist 4 /$l 
No Cows 6/$l 

SILENT AGITATORS 
EF! Fist 30/$ 1.25 
Boycott Coors 10/$ 1.25 
Tools 30/$ 1.25 

PATCHES 
EF! Fist $3.50 
Earth Police $3 

CAPS 

Woodland Camo V, 

Desert Camo $8 S 
Tan $8 

/concerned singles newsletter^ 

links compatible singles who care about 
the earth, the environment, A 
and a healthy society. KjOC 
National and international membership, 
i All ages. Since 1984. Free sample: i 

Box 55S-B, Stockbridge, MA 01262. J 



T-SHIRTS 
All 100% cotton. 

Sizes currently in stock are indicated. 

EF! Fist 

Short slv, black on green, all sizes $10 
Short slv, black on red, all sizes $10 
Short slv, rasta on black, I.&XL, $12 
Defend the Wilderness 
Short slv, black, S,M&XL $10 
Long slv, black, S&M $13 
Free the Earth 

Short slv, turquise, all sizes $12 
Short slv, lavender, S&XL $12 
Short slv, fuchsia, S $12 
No Fucking Compromise 
Short slv, black, L&XL $11 

Don't Tread on Me 

Short slv, unbleached organic, L&XL $13 Joanne Rand 
Short slv, watermelon, S $13 Joanne Rand 

Short slv, tan, S $13 « John Seed, Bahloo & Friends" Earth First i $9 

J°, ols u . John Seed Deep Ecology $ 10 

Short slv, unbleached organic, L&XL $10 John Sirkis The Wild West $9 

Short slv, tan S $10 Voices of the New Ecology Only One Earth $12 

Short slv, It. blue, S $10 Walkin' Jim Stoltz Forever Wild $10 

Short Tlv h blue S&M 1 1 7 ™ a ' kin ' J im Stoltz Spirit is Still on the Run $ 10 

Short slv, It. blue, S&M $13 Walkin’ Jim Stoltz Listen to the Earth $ 10 

ong slv, It. blue, S&M $16 Walkin' Jim Stoltz A Kid for the Wild $10 

ShortTv Z S $ 1 2 ?i en J V f. ldeCk Wreckit1 ' BaU Waldeck $ 10 

snort slv, gray, S $12 The Wallys Rainforest Roadshow $10 


EARTH FIRST! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 


^Mowte P0B 5 1 76 ' Missoula . MT 
use a j subscription form when sending in a sutecripfa! "" ,eCe ' Ved ln that ,ime) ' Please 



MAKE 

PROTECTING 

THE 

ENVIRONMENT 
YOUR JOB 


The Job Seeker specializes in environmental 
and natural resource vacancies nationwide. 
Two issues each month are filled with current 
vacancies from Federal, state, local, private, 
and non-profit employers. A 6 issue trial 
subscription is only $19.50. Subscribe today! 

The Job Seeker 

Dept A. Rt 2 Box 16. Wmaa. WI 54666 
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1992 Earth First! 

Round River Rendezvous 
June 28 through July 4 

Committed environmental activists are in- 
vited to participate in the 12th Earth First! Round 
River Rendezvous (RRR) . Located this year in the 
San Juan Mountains of Colorado, the RRR is 
always lively and fun. 

Whether you come for the whole week or 
just for a day or two, you'll get to meet other 
activists from around the continent. Daytime 
workshops will range from "Connecting Animal 
Rights to the Environmental Movement" to "Us- 
ing Ki Energy for Conflict Resolution" to 
"Bioregional Deep Ecology." 

Come equipped to camp. A small donation 
is requested. Workshop presenters and Earth- 
oriented entertainers are welcome. For more 
information, contact EF! RRR, PO Box 1166, 

Boulder, CO 80306. 


Riparian Rondy EF! Directory 


Six RiversEF! will be hosting this spring's 
Riparian Rendezvous April 29th through May 
4th, 1992, in Six Rivers National Forest in Cali- 
fornia. This will be an Eco-Groovy time and 
place to hook up with other river activists, plot 
the overthrow of the Army Corpse of Engineers, 
swap stories, run some cool rivers and do that 
"party and gather" type of thing. 

On the more serious side, there will be 
workshops on river, dam, and hydro power is- 
sues, also, Bureau of Wrecklamation, water poli- 
tics, alternative forestry, watershed defense, 
toxics, irrigation and home brewing. Plus lots of 
rivers to run (the Whitewater should be humpin'), 
so bring your boats if you got 'em. We'll be 
contacting other Watershed/River Preservation 
Groups and encouraging them to participate. 

If you want to do a workshop, perform, 
make a spectacle of yourself or just get involved, 
contact: Six Rivers EF!, PO Box 133, Cutten(run), 
CA 95534. (707)442-4710. 


Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal 
provides a forum for Earth Firstlers around the world. 
This directory is provided as a service to independent 
EF! groups. If you would like to be listed as a contact 
or as a group, or have address changes or corrections, 
contact Earth First!, Box 5176, Missoula, MT 59806, 
406-728-8 114. If you are interested in becoming active 
with the Earth First! movement, reach the folks listed 
for your area. 

LOCAL NEWSLETTERS: Addresses marked with a 
produce either an Earth First! newsletter or 
regular mailings for their area or issue. Contact 
them directly to receive their newsletter or otherwise 
be on their mailing list. 



1992 RRR Committee Asks for Outreach Help 
To help broaden our impact, the Earth First! 
movement and the deep ecology-no compromise 
message must be expanded. The 1992 RRR Com- 
mittee needs you (if you wanna) to spread the EF! 
message. So consider sending out the pre-pre- 
pared press release on the RRR printed right here 
in the journal for your convenience. Tear it out 
or photocopy it. Use discretion: send it to people, 
organizations, and magazines and newspapers 
whose constituency has a hope or a prayer of 
becoming EF!ers. 



UK Roadshow Schedule 

Liverpool Tuesday 11th February 
Glasgow Friday 1 4th February 
Edinburgh Saturday 15th February 
Lancaster Monday 17th February 
Newcastle Wednesday 19th February 
Sheffield Thursday 20th February 
Manchester Saturday 22nd February 
Leicester Wednesday 26th February 
Oxford Saturday 29th February 
.Birmingham Monday 2nd March * 

Bristol Wednesday 4th March 
Glastonbury Thursday Sth March 
Plymouth Friday 6th March 
Reading Sunday 8th March 
London Monday 9th March 
Cambridge Wednesday 1 1th March 
Norwich Thursday 12th March 
Brighton Friday 13th Friday 

March 14th is the Carmageddon National day of Action. 


More Disgusting Plea for Cash 

Stop sending your donations to the EF! journal. Send 
donations directly to the folks on that page with all them 
folks' names and addressed on it. They need it. ►- 

ENDANGERED 




WILLOW RIVER WILDERNESS SCHOOL 

Teaching survival skills in harmony with 
nature, will be having 2 special weekend 
classes in Tucson this winter. Details: 

PO Box 177, St. Croix Falls WI 54024. 
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Natural Habitat 

BY DESIGN 

T’s designed by Gregory Pastorius 
S-M-L-XL brown on white- 100%cotton 
$1 1 ppd - all S go to direct action 
Big Cypress EF! 1.938 Hollywood Blvd. 2nd Floor 
Hollywood, FL 33020 


The sign the freddies 

burned at Fairview 

is available now as a t-shirt 


SUBSCRIBE TO EARTH FIRST! 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal — is an independent entity within the broad Earth First! movement and 
serves as a forum for no-compromise environmental thought and action. Subscriptions go to publish this newspaper and to fund 
a variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 

Keep us informed of ADDRESS CHANGES! The Post Office will charge us 30c for an address correction and won’t forward 
your paper. 

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS — Introduce others to Earth First! and receive the EF! bumpersticker of your choice or 30 silent 
agitators for each gift subscription you make. Indicate your address and what you would like on the subscription form. 

LIFE SUBSCRIPTIONS — Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to really help Earth First! and insure that 
you’ll get Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal for life (yours or ours, whichever is shorter)? Then become a life 
subscriber. Send us $400 and you’ve got it. 

Clip and send to: Earth First!, POB 5176, Missoula, MT 59806 

Here’s $20 or more for a one year subscription to Earth First! 

Here’s $20 to resubscribe to Earth First! 

Here’s an extra $15. Send Earth First! First Class. . Canada or Mexico or surface mail out-ride th* ttqa 

Here’s $30 (US funds only). Send Earth First! to m '" "Mail outside the USA. 

Here’s $45 (US funds only). Send n~-»<JVe corporation. Here’s $75 for a subscription ($100 for First Class mail) 

We are a government — me subscription to Earth First! . 

HeiyV~ “ 8111 subscription to the person below. Here’s $20 or more. 

— x m broke. Please send me a subscription for $ 

Please change my address. My old zip code was: 

Name 

Address .. 

City _ 


— State _ 


Zip 


Jame^V^at^or 1 whoever^) is getting^rnail a ° your Address U We ' C ° me t0 USe ^ Make sure the mailperson knows that 
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black on white 100% cotton US made 







white on black 50/50 US made 

$12.00 each ppd 
Send money order only to AA W 
Rt. 1 Box 311, Brookport, 1L 62910 
proceeds benefit Biodiversity 
Project 's Midwestern Insurgency 

send SA cr V 



aJJ-'-l 

CSiffla* 

-■Watty World 

Michael Lewis 
, POB 670647 
’ Chugtak, AK 99567 

|Ot)7J>*8-56(9 


Mm loops, BC V2C 6H2 
CANADA 
Paul Watson 

POB 48446 

Vancouver, BC V7X 1A2 
CANADA 
(604) 688-SEAL 
Western Canada ED 
POB 6491 Depot 1 
Victoria, BC V8P 5M4 
CANADA 
* .Vancouver ED 

*.8415 Granville St, Dept 105 
Vancouver, BC V6P 4Z9 
CANADA 


I EF! PROJECTS 

ED Biodiversity Project 
POB 3132 

Boulder, CO 80307-3132 
Carmageddon/Ban the Car Campaign 
c/o EF! United Kingdom 
9 Cazenove Rd 
London N16 6PA UK 
Coalition Against Fur Farms (CAFF) 
POB 3095 

Ashland, OR 97520 
(SOI) 796-9559 
:F1 Direct Action Fund 
POB 210 

Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329, FAX 631-7958 
Ft Eco- V Ideog rqphe/EG R and 
Ft Genetic Alert 
POB 2 182 

IJerFeley, CA 94702 
Ft Grizzly Bear Task Force 
POB615L 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406)685-92 f l 
unt Saboteurs 
VAPI * ' 

POB 67121 * • 

Scotts Valley, CA '95067 
(408) 438-8631 . 

rth First! journal 
POB SI 76 

Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 728-8114 
Oceans Task Force 
POB 77551 

San Francisco, C A 94107-7551 
dator Project • 

POB 6733 

Bozeman, MT 59771-6733 
406) 587-3389 
Ranching Task Force 
’OB 5784 I 

Tucson, A Z 85703 / 

602) 578-3173 J 

Hawaii 

♦Christopher Hope-Cowlna 
POB 1031 

Makawao, HI 96768 
(808) 572-2546 


S c wyfo; 

sfifngton EFL. 

£n ^ 

» SSlTtle, WA 98145 
r Olympic Peninsula EF! 

The Dancing Nudl Branches 
POB 1813 

Port Tosvnsend, WA 98358 
i Cheetwoot ED J 

\ PQB 10147 7 

\ Olympia; WA 98502 / 

Vregon C / 

Stumptown EFI POB 13765\ 
Portland, OR 97213 . — 
(503) 231-0207 
Stumpfrogs EFt POB 10384 
Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 343-7305 

•Kalmlopsls EFI POB 1444 £ 

Cave junction, OR 975^ 
.CAliFORNIA / 

SlVRlvers EFt\ ( 

Gaffer T Grijk POB 1 1 / 

Cutten, CA-PsVli ( 

(707) 442-4710 \ J 

•Chico EFI \ / 

POB 5625 
Chico, CA 95927 
Volcano El*f \ \ 

J Sten Layman 

POB 1475 V 

Sutter Creek, C 9 5685 
(209) 223-296 
Central Valley F 
POB 73771 

. Davis, CA W 7 , . 

•Glenn M Br 71 \ ’ / 

1801 Sonr jSl *T81 . / 

v-.ii.i-, (•> 4590 




Vallejo, C )i59 ° 

(707) 647® 9 

Bay Area E' / 

Bay AreP l,ln * (B15) 949-05751 
Karen f* P °B 83 \ 

Canyc^ ’45 1 5 
(S10) i7129 
San ’ cl,co EFI 
P0f!233 

Saj-nclsco, CA94141 

Lifew 
p r *06O3 

s o»e, CA 95160 
5-,,,-ruz EFI 
-n DeBraal POB 344 
lta Cruz, CA 95061 
18) 425-8094 
H * County ED 
0B 283 1 8 

<anta Ana, CA 92799 
i*e Saltz, Jr 

'""lyrdWoh'slnfot'ttn 

6251 Hillside Dr 
Vorba Linda, CA 92686 
•Dave Wheeler 
POB 1398 

Sugarloaf, CA 92386 
Santa Monica EF! 

?«‘ L ‘" coln Blv( t 2nd floor 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 I 

(310)392-7735 i 

Coyote Creek Greens 

POB 1521 ,►! 

Cypress, CA 90630 W? 

t- 05 Angeles ED f 

POB 4381 \ 

North Hollywood CA 91617 
(818)906-6633 
Southern California ED 
POB 33663 

San Diego, CA 92163-3663 


■^Wfl*rSortQB^ \ 
OMnogan Highlands - FI 
POB 361 

Republic, WA 99lr,6 
•IA.O.T. 

A POB 1360 

Priest Ris-er, ID 83856 
(208) 448-2504 
North Fork ED 
POB 271 

W u U D g ? H ° rW ' ^ 59919 
Wild Rockies EFI 

JVHd Rockies Review 

T Milton Slummer 
/ POB 9286 

Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 

5 Vellowstone ED 

• _ Randall Restless 
. Box 6151 

♦ 'Bozeman, MT 59715 
V . "(J06) 585-9211 


j 11 
• denotes Jc 


COLORADO 
) Walkabout 
POB 1166 

? Boulder, CO 80306 
\ Scott Sala 
) 1 141 Emerson St. 

> Denver, CO 80218 

f (303)831-6093 

Wilderness Defensel 
POB 460101 

Smoky Hill Station 

Aurora, CO 80046-0101") 
• 77ie Wild Ranch Review 
Tim Haugen 
POB 81 

Gulnare, CO 81042 

GREAT BASIN 
Wild Utah EFI 
(pronounced WOOF!) 

POB 5 10442 ’ 

Salt Lake City, UT 84151 
Great Basin EFI 
\ Jonas Prida 
\ POB 48 

\ Verington, NV 89447 
1(702) 463-2954 


(ARIZONA / J 
l*Friends olWovXj 
/ POB111523 7 
/ Pmc °tt, A2"86304 
Phoenix EFI / 

Mike orlerri 
POB/795 

PtyVnlx, AZ 85066 
J/02) 276-2849 
Newsletter 
FT ucson EFI 
* POB 3412 

Tucson, AZ 85722 


Is/Karl Montana 


MIDWEST HEADWAY 


Minnesota ED 
Corey Samuels 
Box 7448 r 

Minneapolis, MN sL 

(612) 481-8038 J 

Tallgrass Prairie ED \ 

Hal Rowe ft 

POB 305 f 

Iowa City, IA 52244/’ 
(319) 354-6674 


NEBRASKA [ 
Buffalo Bruce / 

HC 74, Boxy 6 
Chadron, NS 69337 


ILLINOIS f 
Southern Illinois F.D 
POB 90 I 

Glen Carbon, IL 62034 
(618) 692-S246 
Shawnee ED \ 

Rene Cook \ 

RR6 Box 397 \ 
Murphysboro, ff 6296"^’ 
(618) 684-4332 
Midwestern Insurgency 
Rose Ritter 
Rt 1 Box 311 
Brookport, IL 629* 
MISSOURI 
Missouri EFI 
POB 189 
Pacific, MO 6,3*9 
•Sue Skidmore 
PO Box 68 1 F 
Springfield MO 65801 
(417) 882-7947 
Alexandra Svarthout 
POB 101 

Ridgeway, MO 64481 
•Annie Msgill 
POB SP0S 

Kansas City, M0 64111 


NEW MEXICO 
Northern NM EFI 
Ginger Quinn 
Roadrunner Recyclers 
POB 1834 
Taos, NM 87571 
(SOS) 758-5550 
•Hawk POB 66 1 
Angel Fire, NM 87710 
New Mexico ED 
Ait Like an Earthquake t 
Box 12896 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 
(505) 873-0299 

Greater Gila Biodiversity Protect 
POB 12835 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 


MEXICO CITY 
Joe Keenan 
Apdo Postal 22-146 
14000 Mexico D F. 
(S) 665-1610 



*) group publishes newkletter 



Miwest Headwaters EFt News 
Matson EFI 
r Sherwood T Urtle 
POB 14691 -a 

Madison, W1 53714 j 
(608) 241-9426 ^ 

Hank Bruse 
235 Travis Drive 
Wisconsin Rapids, W! 54494 
(715) 423-5 636 
fchlcago EFI 
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Earth First !ers In Eight Cities 
Protest Sea Turtle Killings 


By Candace/Oceans Task Force 
The week of January 20 to 24, 1992 was one 
Japanese diplomats will not soon forget. Sea 
turtle defenders of all stripes turned out en masse 
at eight of the Japanese consulates in North 
America to protest Japan's continued support for 
the slaughter of the hawksbill sea turtle, an inter- 
nationally listed endangered species. So, what 
did we accomplish? Well, soon after the action 
week Japan announced it had dropped its reser- 
vation (basically a loophole clause) on the impor- 
tation of the skin of olive ridley turtles under the 



Convention on Internationa! Trade in Endan- 
gered Species. Next goal; get them to drop the 
reservation on hawksbills. 

The campaign was spearheaded by the Earth 
First! Oceans Task Force, working with financial 
help from the Earth First! Foundation and the 
Direct Action Fund, and material and research 
support from Earth Island Institute's Sea Turtle 
Restoration Project. Earth Firstiers and animal 
activists got in the faces of the bloodstained in 
lots of creative ways. 

In San Francisco and Los Angeles, the "Tro- 
jan Turtle" made its theatrical debut to admiring 
crowds. This 12-foot wood-and-foam-rubber 
masterpiece was constructed by Bay Area EF! and 
features a neck which all-too-easily gets sepa- 
rated from its body (just like the real thing!) and 
spews blood all over the damn place. Very 
graphic and photogenic. Veteran activists in 
that festering megalopolis were astounded when 
no fewer than five TV stations turned out, as well 
as the LA Times, a Japanese-language TV station 
and a Japanese wire service. Two banners got 
hung, and local activists later met with the 
consul to discuss the issue. 

In San Francisco the turtle was gleefully 
murdered by two 12-foot- tall business suits who 
underscored the motives behind their filthy 
deed by throwing masses of money on and 
around the unfortunate corpse. Watch out, Ja- 
pan! The Trojan Turtle walks (swims?), bent on 
avenging decades of decimation. 

Press was also good in Seattle (Associated 
Press, National Public Radio, CNN, lots of local 
TV) and Chicago, where both local papers car- 
ried the story. In Chicago folks from the consu- 
late came downstairs where a street theater skit 


| National Day of j 

Outrage | 

Against the I 

Forest Service I 

April 22 ! 

By Daniel Barron 

This year on John Muir's birthday/April 21, 
EFiers across the country will converge on the USj 
Forest Service to confront, expose, ridicule,: 
laugh, sing, and shout the Freddies out ot their 
death-camp offices. Some will demonstrate 
peaceably in front of out local National Forest 
Headquarters. Others may be confrontational:! 
taking over offices, chaining ourselves to Freddie! 
furniture, delivering sawdust, cow pies, stumps! 
and other souvenirs of National Forest mis-i 
management. Some participants may act less! 
publldy, within the National Forests. Regardless; 
.of how actions take shape, the ole EF! creativity! 
jwill undoubtedly shine through. You decide! 
what is appropriate or needed in your area. 

continued on page 10 ! 


starring a giant turtle, a seven-foot grim reaper 
and a Japanese businessman was performed for 
their benefit. Atlanta, Washington DC, Kansas 
City and Vancouver BC also had good actions, 
with activists turning out in nifty turtle costumes 
with lots of savvy visual aids. Nationally, CNN 
covered the issue on their "Network Earth" pro- 
gram. Translated press releases were sent out by 
activists in Mexico, Thailand and Japan. GOOD 
JOB EVERYONE! The Oceans Task Force thanks 
you and loves you forever. 

Followers of this issue may remember 

continued on page 5 


Buffalo Bill Meets Earth First! 


By Andy Collins 

Whoever said Buffalo Bill was long dead was 
naively wrong. We met him a few days ago in 
West Yellowstone. In fact, we met several 
bloodsucking Bills reincarnated as veterinary sci- 
entists and gun-toting helicopter cowboys. 
Today's Bill doesn't kill for skins, meat, or as a 
means of starving out the Plains Indians. He kills 
in the name of the livestock industry with the 
claim of protecting those genetic mutant land 
slugs from "dangerous" brucellosis-infected bi- 
son. 

Honduran Gov't 
Dumps Stone 

The Honduran government rejected a pro- 
posed 40-year agreement with the Stone Con- 
tainer Corporation to exploit the pine forests of 
Honduras. The announcement of the 
government's decision came February 27 to a 
crowd of 3000 people gathered in the capital city 
erf Tegucigalpa to protest this highly controver- 
sial proposal. 
continued an page S 


It is Dr. Buffalo Bill Davis' biased studies 
"proving" brucellosis transmission between bi- 
son and cattle which have been behind most of 
the bison slaughters to date. Davis works for the 
Texas Agriculture and Mining University. Al- 
ready this winter 240+ bison have been killed 

When our feet left the 
ground , everyone let go of 
the helicopter. Except 
Billbob. He held on. 

just for crossing park boundaries into Montana 
— these carcasses were not appropriate for 
Davis's research? 

Don Ferlicka, the Montana State Veterinar- 
ian explains perfectly the state's progressive ap- 
proach to bison management. "Our position is 
that the bison don't belong in this state of 
Montana. Either the bison have to leave ... or 
they have to be destroyed." A variety of tactics to 
persuade Ferlicka to change his mind had been 
tried. A meeting in which EFiers challenged his 
assertions about brucellosis had no effect. Hurl- 


ing recently-killed bison guts upon the general 
store of the Church Of The Universal and Trium- 
phant (the fanatics responsible for 240+ bison 
deaths this winter) had no effect. Some mid- 
night maintenancework on a park service vehicle 
had no effect. A hunt sab was definitely in order. 

D.J. Shubert of the Fund For Animals and 
four of us Wild Rockies EF! types made an im- 
promptu trip to West Yellowstone to stop Davis 
and cronies from killing the bison he'd been 
given a license to "harvest." We awoke in West 
Yellowstone to the pre-dawn buzzing of a plague 
of snowmobiles, suppressed the desire to injure 
the metallic vermin, jumped into our truck, and 
headed out to find the slaughter site. Just north 
of town we ditched the truck and donned x- 
country skis. We knew where the general area 
was, but not the specific site. After skiing for a 
half hour we heard several rounds of shots and 
knew the bison were dead. Defeated, we re- 
turned to the truck and headed out to the high- 
way where we saw a helicopter cresting the tree- 
tops. Dangling beneath it was the carcass of a 
slaughtered bison. We sped down the highway 
and followed the petroleum-powered vulture. 

At the landing site the carcasses were already 

continued on page 5 



Rebels in Utopia 


By Alex Williams 

In the last issue of Wild Earth is an essay by Roderick Nash outlining a 
vision for our 'finite spaceship' planet earth in the year 2992. Without a long- 
term vision of "what we want civilization to be like in a thousand years" he 
writes, we are like a "myopic skier" schussing unaware of cliffs ahead 
Nash has four objectives for his future, which I will severely abbreviate. 
One, that the human presence may be sustained, with numbers reduced to 
one-fourth the present population. Two, equal rights for all species. Three, 
a meaningful amount of wilderness remaining. And finally four, full 
develoment of the human intellectual and technological potential: "What's 
wrong with symphonies, universities and modem medical technology? 
Computers, television, and nuclear power are marvelous tools - if we only 
knew how to use them responsibly. And in a thousand years what wonders 
might exist? Technology, you see [don't you] is not the basic problem. 
Machines only express human values..." 


" ‘tK ..;••••■ **<•*'*-. 












My Editorial 


Peggy Sue McRae 


The eagles that fly still above this earth mean more to me than opinions. These 
salmon who every year return to lie in deep pools and splash along shoals i 
value more than eloquent concepts. — ALEX 


Perhaps we should begin by wondering what values the creation of 
machines expresses— the centralized bureaucracies preparing and plotting 


BILL Turk 1953 -1992 

By Roger Candee 

I had tried to call Bill Turk 
several times over the past few 
months before his death. I could 
never catch him at home. 
When I received the word from 
friends of the avalanche that took 
Bill's life and several others in 
Utah, I was deeply saddened and 
wished I had tried more often to 
reach him. 

On the other hand, as many 
of us who knew Bill must feel, I 
know he died doing something 
he loved and also doing some- 
thing for others. If your number 
is up, what better way could it be 
called? 

Bill's acid-tipped pen and 
misanthropic attitude hid a very 
sensitive and caring person. He 
was forever attacking the Earth- 
rapers with his art and his activ- 
ism, and at the same time would 
give you the shirt off his back. 
When I think of Bill Turk, I recall 
a full moonlit night on the north 
rim of the Grand Canyon. An 
Earth First! rendezvous was going 
strong with campfires and con- 
troversy everywhere. Business as 
usual. Bill had this old bullwhip 
that he liked to crack on occasion, 
and this was one of them. So, Bill, 
myself, Lone Wolf, Chris Manes 
and Ron Huber got down to some 
very serious drinking and hell- 
raising. I guess we pissed off some 
folks, but they got over it. 

So I'll wear Bill's "Defend 
Wilderness" t-shirt with a lot 
more pride now. He was a good 
friend, a fine artist, and I'll miss 
him. 
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manifest destinies, the drudging labor of mining raw 'resources' and assem- 
bling in factories and adjusting dials so a few 'intellectuals' and 'visionaries' 
can create their fantasies — Yuck! Ptooey! How many of our fellow species 
must be displaced for our expressions of human values? 

Or perhaps we could begin with Nash's underlying notion, that we need 
a vision. Tribals of this continent were known to look ahead seven 
generations when deciding actions of the present, ensuring to their future a 
continuity of diversity and beauty; enjoying today so that tomorrow is not 
disturbed. The theoretical abstract of a techno-utopia is, will always be, about 
tomorrow determining sacrifices of today. Nash's (& IBM's & Weyerhauser's 
& DuPont's & etc. ad nauseating) belief in "unlimited technological poten- 
tials" makes all the problems of the present irrelevant. Like Christian heaven, 
the promise of technological perfection dangles before our eyes: Hypnotized 
we ignore the church's usurpation of our power, the destruction of our sacred 
groves and rituals; knocked senseless by neon lights and amplified noises we 
lose our soul. Fawning at the possibilities we ignore the crux of how we are 
able to live. 

I don't want, don't believe in visions of separation. Nash's "intensely 
urban culture" would have all humans living in 500 "concentrated habitats" 
(little boxes on the hillside, little boxes all the same) venturing into the 
surrounding wilds for vision quests, adventure and spiritual enlightenment. 
Nash says he is opposed to the misanthropic notion humans should commit 
mass-suicide. But i see more similarities than differences in spaceship- 
utopias and human die-off. Both courses would keep us apart. If i were in 
his world of 2992 i would be a rebel of the 'wilds'; my love would compel me 
to call for my brothers and sisters stuck in urban technocracy to get into the 
flush of this pulsing earth's reality. Tear down the walls. 

Our options are not either/or. Moving away from industrial technology 
does not necessarily mean a return to the stone-age, as Nash and many others 

continued on page 34 


EOSTAR: Spring Equinox March 20-23 




Eostar is the Saxon god- 
dess of death and rebirth, a Teu- 
tonic variation of the 
Babylonian goddess Ishtar and 
the Canaanite goddess Astarte. 
She brings about regeneration 
and the first signs of spring. Eggs 
and rabbits, both time honored 
symbols of fertility, are the sym- 
bols of her feast. The hiding and 
hunting of brightly painted eggs 
is a fertility ritual in her honor. 

The Christian celebration 
of Easter has taken its name from 
Eostar since the Middle Ages and 
is always on the first Sunday af- 
ter the fi rs t fun moon following 
the spring equinox. The resur- 
rection of Christ in the Christian ritual is cloaked in symbolism of earlier 
nature religions. The sacrificed god, like the sacrificed grain of the 
previous harvest, is taken into the earth only to emerge once more alive. 
Pre-lenten spring carnivals also have roots in this festival. Free licence was 
given for wanton sexual behavior. Originally this lasciviousness was 
intended to entice the gods to bestow their fertility on the tribe and tribal 
herds and fields. Eostar is from the same root word as the word estrus, the 
period of heat or rut in which females are in a maximum state of sexual 
receptivity. Rituals performed at this season blessed seeds and the fertility 
of the land. 





Dear Editorial Shits-Fer-Brains, 


I came on board your mailing list about 
a year ago, just as things were getting com- 
plicated in the Earth First! movement. I've 
been trying to keep up, but I'm afraid I 'm a bit 
lost as to the origins of this fracture in the 
movement. Foreman explained his own de- 
fection in his recent book. But the with- 
drawal of Bill Devall and Ecotopia an- 
nounced in the Yule issue has thoroughly 


I don't care 
who started it, I 
want it stopped. 

— Mom 


All letters will be printed, unless 
they are a travesty. We will print a 
representative sample of letters 
expressing the same views. Con- 
tact us if you feel your opinion was 
not expressed. Please keep letters 
brief. Send letters to POB 5176, 
Missoula MT 59806. The opinions 
expressed here represent only their 
authors, and are not official posi- 
tions of the Earth First! journal staff 
or movement. 

journal because my puppy, Brautigan, is be- 
ing housetrained and especially likes to take 
his thrice daily dump on the editorial sec- 
tion. 1, Buck Young, further wish you check 
out people who are going around using my 
name, Buck Young. 

— Buck Young 


Dear SFB, 

Well, someone out there is sure having 
fun. First a challenge by “Chim Blea" and 
then a reply by "Buck Young" . The question 
is, did the person who wrote the Chim Blea 
letter write the Buck Young response, 'cuz I 
sure didn’t. 

— Buck Young 

P.S. My compliments on some quality style- 
imitation. Much of the text of the letter was 
outtakes from my speeches and past writing. 
Gave the incriminating statements a real 
nice ring. 


confused me. Are there, now’, two move- 
ments? Why? And what's the difference? 
And for those who've withdrawn from Earth 
First! — in what alternative forum do they 
now propose to publish? 

Lost in New York, 


Dear Shit fer Branze, 

I am writing to let you know that you 
are being duped and double duped and 
duped again. Buck Young IS Nancy Morton. 
— Sal Halwasser 


— Kevin Bacher 


Editors ' note: Ecotopia and Bill Devall did not 
withdraw from the movement, only from sup- 
porting the Journal. A subscription to the Journal 
is not equivalent to being an EFJer. It is not yet 
certain whether there will be another publication 
put out by those who are unhappy with the 
Missoula-based journal. There are numerous 
publications put out by "Earth First! ers" (live 
Wild or Die, EF! Womyn's Forum, local 
newsletters ), each slightly different. These repre- 
sent different aspects of the movement, not nec- 
essarily different movements. My advice: con- 
tinue with your activism and don't waste energy 
trying to keep up with the bickering. — A.S. 

Howdy, Fellow EFIers: 

I have a few brief coments regarding 
the EF! Journal that you might find worthy. 
My longer comments might be generally 
worthy, too, but brevity is a blessing. 

1) I'm satisfied with the EF1J overall, though 
I was rather satisfied with the Tucson Junta 
also. The last issue was exceptional. Nancy 
Morton's still around! 

2) I'd like to see more philosophical/deep 
ecology articles. I'm glad that there are fewer 
conservation biology “z-makers." 

3) I've heard few criticisms of the EFIJ from 
folks in Colorado, though there's bound to 
be some. 

4) The EFIJ may need to look at ways to reach 
a bigger circulation base, though I'm just 
guessing. 

5) If anything, I feel as though the part of the 
conference that focuses on the EFIJ would be 
most constructive by ending with a general 
agreement on what environmentally-ori- 
ented discussion should not be in the EFIJ. I 
can think of very few things that fit this 
category. 

In summary: Don't take yourselves 
too seriously! Fuck you, Orinll 

See ya' in Colorado! 

— Mike Stabler 

Dear Refuse Cerebral Collectors: 

A letter addressed to “Dear 
Coprocephalic" in the Brigid 1992 issue of 
the Earth First! journal incorrectly used my 
name, Buck Young, as the perpetrator of 
that penmanship. I wish Mike Stabler, Dave 
Foreman or Mike Roselle would cease sign- 
ing my name, Buck Young, when they in 
fact are the undercover culprits intent at 
making me, Buck Young, look totally fool- 
ish. I, Buck Young, give full support to the 


Dear Poop-heads, 

In this era of unparalelled environ- 
mental destruction, we need more defenders 
of wilderness. Every Earth Firstler must be a 
point of light to prevent a dark environmen- 
tal future. 

I want you all to know that 1 truly 
appreciate all of your efforts, whether they be 
tree sits, roads blockades, 
monkeywrenching, and all of those other 
great things that you do! However, I can't go 
on national TV and say I support you. I hope 
you understand. 

I must also continue to propose those 
stupid, environmentally destructive poli- 
cies. How else do you expect me to radicalize 
our great nation? Do you really think I like 
Manny Lujan and Bill Rielly? Of course not! 
1 am just trying to compel the American 
people to take environmental action. 

Finally, I hear that there is going to be 
a big action at DuPont in Wilmington, Dela- 
ware on April 13th. I think that there is an 
article in the excellent publication some- 
where mentioning it. It would make Barbara 
and I proud if you attended and screamed 
obsenities at that horrendous company. 

Good luck! 

— George Bush The "Environmental" President 


Together Again 

Hie Fund for Wild Nature, for- 
merly the Earth First! Foundation, has 
rescinded its earlier decision to exclude 
the Earth First! journal from funding. 
The journal is once again eligible to 
apply for funding. 

The Fund for Wild Nature will be 
listed under EF! Projects in the Directory 
of each journal issue. 

Needless to say, we are pleased at 
the Fund for Wild Nature's decision. 

Please see page 18 for an article by 
and about the FWN. 


Dear Schlitz for Beer: 

I'm a writer in DC. While researching a 
story for Environmental Action magazine on 
underground weapons testing in Nevada, I 
found that the federal nuclear weapons com- 
plex is as pro-critter and anti-human as EF! 
Consider these three true facts. 

1) In the forties, DOD (Department of Defense) 
exposed hundreds of thousands of American 
humans east of New Mexico to radioactive 
fallout in the forties to save a bunch of 
plankton off the coast of North Carolina. 

2) The DOE (Department of Energy), in con- 
junction with their bomb plants, is the big- 
gest funder of ecology labs in the nation. For 
years it has make sure that critters around 
nuclear bomb factories are not only healthy, 
but happy. 

3) At the Nevada test site, studies of the 
migration of nuclear goo from undergound 
nuke testing are being postponed, the DOE 
said last year, partly to help an endangered 
tortoise species which lives nearby. 

Like EF!, the pro-nukin’ DOE/DOD 
weapons confederation is an obvious misan- 
thrope. Yet it is also a deep ecologist at heart, 
as I can document with detailed and legiti- 
mate evidence, 

It’s about time to announce that DOE / 
DOD wants to do with nuke weapons what 
you all want to do with monkey wrenches — 
wipe out civilization to make room for trees 
and critters. And the Mirth First! Journal 
seems to be the best place to say it. 

Good luke with the ongoing evolution 
of EF! and the Journal. Please give me a call or 
drop a line. 

Yours truly, 

— Richard "Spots Wood" Stenger 


Dear Ka-Ka Noggin: 

BillTurkwentdownashelived, carried 
away by mountains, bless him. 

But his spirit still lives on, whether in 
the anonymous Roundup-on-the-golf 
course graffitti action in the plush Telluride 
mountain Pillage (where Stallone just 
bought a pack of lots on Rambo Road and 
snubbed the lift operators) or in the San 
Juans’ recent Sandbench mass arrests or in 
the on-going sticking-one's-neck in-front- 
of-bulldozers anywhere on public land that's 
just basic earth manners living on the Colo- 
rado Plateau. 

Nobody wrote much about the Tellu- 
ride action, though Lone Wolf Circles fol- 
lowed it up with an eco-defence appearance 
encouraging all the warrior to stand tall. 
Actually, the perpetrator laid particularly 
low, and in spite of $25,000+ reward adver- 
tised locally was never found. The graffitti, 
which by careful application of this growth 
over-stimulator turned brown slowly over 
several days, said things like "Earth First!" 
and "Abbey lives" and "Allred is a Pig" (Ron 
Allred and Neal Blue being the largest devel- 
opers in the polarized ex-mining camp gone 
Aspenesque). It forced last summer's prema- 
ture closure of the golf course, which to- 
gether with a new $30 million Doral Hotel 
are the twin showcases of a new satellite ski 
megatown in the San Juans, and the action 
drew opprobrium from the local chainpaper 
in a "vandals not environmentalists" edito- 
rial. 

But a brave local doc wrote in and 
pointed out the following week the obscen- 
ity of " a game called golf which requires large 
tracts of land (where all but a couple of 
species are exterminated) and which con- 
sumes 10 percent of the 'wealthy nation's' 
fertilizer and vast quantities of the 
bioregion's water to serve primarily a few 
outsiders. Some person looks at all of this and 
thinks, 'This is madness.-' He or she makes a 
symbolic, if futile, act which immedidately 
labels him or her as a pariah in the eyes of the 
institutions, but in the 'eyes' of the biosphere 
this human deviant is a hero." 

Nancy Morton was of course right 
about Chim Blea, as most of us knew when 
the column first appeared, but a non de 
plume has a life of its own, and why not? As 
Basho once wrote, "Year by year, the 
monkey's mask reveals the monkey." Still, 
whatever (or whoever) is Earth First! 
changes. And it was always meant to. That's 
the beauty of a movement opposed to an 
organization. As Hericlitus knew, "Every- 
thing flows.” 

So don't count me in or count me out. 
I'll keep count of what counts, and that's 
mostly earth ethics, as I understand 'em, 
regardless of whatever reality the culture at 
large lives in. In that vein, G.T. had a good 
rap in Brigid '921 thought. Mel keep reading 
the Journal in its 4th or 5th incarnation 
(I mean Dustrud & I were buddies, way 
back when) because I want to keep up on the 
battle over listing the Mexican Spotted Owl, 
Marisa de los Santos & Charlie Mehrhoff's 
poetry, the denouement of the Mt. Graham 
Red Squirrel saga, what they doing to holy 
Mount San Bruno. Mitch Friedman, Stone 


Container's antics, ADC in Utah, Rod 
Coronado, etc. 

I did not enjoy Marten's not-so-funny 
spoof, since I live in an area where hunting is 
meat & potatoes for a small community's fall 
trade. And even hinting about shooting back 
can spark a more than nasty backlash. 
Someone's llama just got shot because locals 
didn't like a new landowner's style (at least it 
wasn't his wife). And anyway I'm not big on 
spoofs personally. But I think the collective 
should publish whatever they do and viva la 
free press — be it ever so unwise or impolitic. 
Vistara's right, people been quitting this 
non-membership scene since it started. Me I 
just keep stoking this ole bonecage with fresh 
merde on each a’ da' pagan holidays. Keep it 
coining. 

— In Lak’esh, Colorado Plateau 


Dear Editor 

I am responding to an article written 
by Mr. Greg Gordon, “Huanorani Fight Oil 
Companies" November 1st 1991. There are 
some comments that I would like to make 
but first it must be mentioned that you have 
spelt HUAORANI incorrectly repeatedly. 
Please Please... 

There is a tendency amongst environ- 
mentalists to view issues in terms of black 
and white and while that may be the case in 
the safety and orderliness of the USA, Aus- 
tralia and Europe, it certainly is not in the 
tropical rainforest countreis. Terribly sorry 
but Third world reality does not fit neatly 
into boxes for the convenience of a Western 
perspectice. 

You have stated in your first paragraph 
that the Huanorani are fighting for their 
existence against the Ecuadorian Govern- 
ment. Nothing could be further from the 
truth. Nationwide, there has been a 50% loss 
of rainforest in the last 30 years and in 
Western Ecuador it has been 92%. This is the 
reality that this government inherited. 
Nonetheless, it has, during its brief tenure, 
given legal land title to territory belonging to 
the Indigenous communities of Huaorani, 
Quichua, Shuar, Siona-Secoya and Cofani 
and other groups. 

The president, Dr. Rodrigo Borja, in 
1989 gave title to over one and a half million 
acres to the Huaorani, the largest land area 
granted to any indigenous group in this 
country. The government agency IERAC, 
responsible for these affairs, is a signatuory to 
a pact between the Huaorani, Rainforest In- 
formation Centre and IERAC to physically 
demarcate Huaorani territory. This is an 
ongoing project established in order to pro- 
tect the Huaorani people and their forest. 

True this land grant does not include 
mineral rights. The reality once again is that 
oil represents some 60% of the national 
economy and there is a US equipped military 
to ensure that nothing changes that. As a 
counterpoint to this reality is the hypocrisy 
of a continuing insatiability of North 
American oil consumption. The 20 million 
vehicle population of Los Angeles alone is 
sucking the guts out of Ecuador!! 

The Rainforest Information Centre has 
altogether seven projects in this country 
which range from demarcation and protec- 
tion of indigenous territory, sustainable 
timber management, permaculture and the 
establishment of biological reserves. In order 
for these to be possible, and extraordinary 
refined level of communication has to be 
initiated and maintained between many 
sectors of Ecuadorian society. This commu- 
nication starts from the ground up and goes 
from the indigenous and campesinos who 
live on the land through the middle level 
bureaucracy to ministerial level that gives 
permission. 

Seven projects is a testament to the 
good will of this government. Searching, 
forever searching for common ground and 
tenaciously applying practical alternatives 
to the destruction of tropical rainforest is the 
only way to preserve it. Biology itself suggests 
there are more productive methods than a 
removed yet adamant opposition. The arrest 
of four RIC personnel was a complicated 
affair and was in many respects a reaction to 
the arrogant and meddlesome interference 
of Cultural Survival and NRDC. Since then 
we all have our visas and are busy working. 

Meanwhile we encourage you to de- 
mand that US companies adhere to the law 
and live up to their rhetoric. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

— Ali Sharit, Rainforest Information Center, 
Quito, Ecuador 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

I feel compelled to write to you dis- 
claiming responsibility for the blatant inac- 
curacy of the mutilated version of my article 
on San Bruno Mountain which appeared in 
the last EF! Journal ("Developers Attack San 
Bruno Mtn.” Feb. 2, 1992). 
continued on page 30 
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Activist Conference 

; & 


Planning for an activist conference began in the fall, 
after the rash of written resignations in the Samhain Earth 
First! Journal, and discussions of perceived problems revolv- 
ing around the Journal. Vermont's Biodiversity Liberation 
Front sent out a flyer, and joined with Ecotopia and the Earth 
First! Direct Action Fund to secure funding. Stumptown EF! 
was volunteered to organize and host the thing. Although at 
one time the Fund for Wild Nature had promised funding, 
their board was split in both votes they had on whether to 
support the conference and only $1000 in earmarked funds 
was released. The rest was loaned from DAF. The importance 
of wide bioregional representation was an organizational 
emphasis. 

The conference officially began on Friday night, March 
6, with people arriving at the Onahlee Campfire Boys and 
Girls Camp south of Portland. At least 100 folks showed up 
from North Carolina, Vermont, Wisconsin, Illinois, Iowa, 
Utah, New Mexico, California, Washington, Florida, Oregon, 
British Columbia, Montana, and the San Francisco Gray Area. 
Saturday after breakfast we started inside the main mess hall 
with introductions, a call for volunteers to work in the 
kitchen, and agenda-setting for the weekend. Agenda items 
identified were regional roundup, harassment and disruption 
survey, Journal and directory, movement direction, prin- 
ciples of unity, and media blackout. Also included were: the 
(ex)-Earth First! Foundation, roadshow/ speakers bureau. Day 
of Outrage, summer campaigns, Round River Rendezvous, 
and EF! alliance with indigenous peoples. 

The regional roundup was lengthy but enlightening. 
All bioregions were represented, although with predictably 
more folks from the west coast. The roundup was heartening — 
it’s great to hear that so many groups are being so active and 
making headway in their bioregions. At the end of it we 
decided to break and resume outdoors. The Journal asked for 
someone to write a report on the conference and eight people 
volunteered. 

After a sticky lunch of peanut butter and honey sand- 
wiches we went out to an open meadow and shared stories 
about harassment, infiltration and agent provocateurs. We 
are definitely under fire from government agencies, corpo- 
rations and right-wing private interest groups, and the im- 
portance of this should not be underestimated. A lot of good 
and scary information came out of this and clear patterns 
emerged. People everywhere have been experiencing infiltra- 
tion, phone-tapping, disruptive and divisive tactics 
(advocation of violence being common), disinformation (false 
press releases, posters and letters), death threats (phone and 
posted), visits from police, home break-ins, bomb threats, 
physical surveillance, alleged sabotage being blamed on EF!, 
and a disturbing number of arsons of activists' homes. Im- 
portant information from the Oakland car bombing and the 
Arizona 5 case was given. Ways were identified to deal with 
this stuff, such as read War at Home! Read War atHome\ Read 
War at Home! (and Agents of Repression for more historical 
detail). Other concrete suggestions were: 

*Be careful pointing fingers at infiltrators. There is 
nothing to be gained and you may label a person wrongly. 
Point a finger at their actions. 

* Support our people in jail. 

* Check out what people really said or did, don't work 
on hear say or accept disturbing things at face value. 

* The elder activists should bepassing along knowledge 
and wisdom to the younger generations, including doing 
security training. 

* Share jobs such as finances and administration, don't 
let one person do everything. Also be careful of couples taking 
total control of a responsibility. 

* Computers are vulnerable, even discarded informa- 
tion can be easily retrieved. Don't keep files you don't need, 
and use appropriate security measures on what you do have. 

* Similarly, all information transmitted by fax is as 
vulnerable as a phone is to tapping, i.e. that article you're 
faxing to the Journal may also be printing out somewhere 
else! 

•Don’t let security become so overwhelming that we 
don't take action. 

Ecotopia expressed their feeling that the rest of the 
movement is not paying enough attention to infiltration and 
disruption, and is not supporting the lawsuit Judi Bari and 
Darryl Cherney have filed against the FBI re: the Oakland/ 
Redwood Summer car bombing. Movement-wide support 
was then expressed for the lawsuit and consensed on. The 
discussion became very intense and emotional. As one 
activist said, we started with a vision of wilderness. Now our 
vision has become a bit cloudy. We have double vision. Since 
the bomb went off it's like our heads have been hit. We need 
to clear our vision. Let's stop our direct reaction and go back 
to direct action. A break was called and the mood was 
considerably uplifted by the appearance of the John Denver 
Reunification Army and their smiley-face orange agitator 
stickers. (In a survey that went out in January from BLF to all 
listed contacts over half of the 3 5 activists who responded said 
they felt they had experienced Cointelpro tactics being used 
against them. In this same survey the Journal received an 
overall rating of 3.8 out of S (C+).) 

Next up was discussion of the Journal. We first at- 
tempted to break the discussion down into three sections: 
critique, strategy and structure. We began with the intro- 
duction of all current and past Journal staff in attendance 
(there were 14) and the delineation of the extent of their 
responsibilities. The critique session began with identifying 
issues, including: pros and cons of the current structure, the 
roots of communication problems, editorial content, Shit for 
Brains, trust issues, continuity and technical problems. There 
was much discussion of the Journal ’s role as an outreach tool 
vs. a movement communication mechanism. This evolved 
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into specific problems people have been experiencing with abstracts available on request. 

the current Journal. As darkness fell and burnout became The brainstorm session on the April 21 Day of Outrage 

apparent we broke for dinner and the ensuing wild rumpus! confirmed the focus on the Forest Service and other public 

Dinner was hot and very welcome, as were the kegs of local lands (mis)management agencies and the Endangered Species 

micro-brewed beer (donated by Full Sail, Portland Brewing, Act. A tabloid is being written on all regional issues regarding 

Deschutes, butnotbyMcMenamins). Wehadmusic. Wehad the Forest Service. It was agreed to link public lands issues 

poetry. Wehaddrama. Wehad slam dancing. WehadFUN. with private lands issues, and possible action scenarios were 

Tensions were released and good vibes prevailed. Stagger brainstormed. 

stagger thump thump thump. Upcoming summer campaigns identified in a go-round 

Sunday we started off innocuously enough with an- include: 
nouncements and housekeeping stuff — pleas for cash and Regional: 

admonishments to the lazy. Then we dove into a continuation * S.P.A.W.N. ‘James Bay 

of the suspended Journal discussion. A long-time activist * B.C. Ancient Forests * Ecotopia Hell III 

gave a brief history of the Journal, emphasizing that contro- * Flambeaux * Sand Bench Summer 

| - versy has been inherent since day one. People felt over- \ * San Juans (Colorado) * Mexican Spotted Owl 

v whelmingly that there should be no more personal attacks * Mt. Graham * Siskiyou Summer 

, printed in the Journal. From here specific proposals for * Montana/Idaho RARE 

* improving the Journal were brainstormed for several hours, 

and finally articulated. After a late afternoon lunch break the j j National and International: 

shit really hit the fan. Discussion ofthe proposals disintegrated, / * Hundredth Monkey Stop the Test Site Action April 10-19 

process disintegrated, two Ecotopian activists walked out,/ (Nevada) 

and the group fell apart into small, stalled, confused clusters. ‘Biocides ‘Toxics 

* The new Endangered Species Act 

* August 3 Rainforest Actions 

* Ozone Layer * Overpopulation 

* Native Forests Network * Detroit Summer 

* Carmaggedon * Bari-Chemey FBI Lawsuit 

* Wise Use Movement * Earth Summit (Rio) 

* Stone Container 

There was a short discussion of media blackouts against 
EarthFixst! groups. After hearing horn people about their 
balance. The relief at reaching a decision and/or action was / experiences strategies were shared: 
palpable. * black them out in return (leave 'em hungry); 

We went on to talk about the structure of the Journal * change our tactics and strategies to make things more 

workshop which will take place at the RRR, on the Friday. We interesting; 

decided on a fishbowl process structure. (A fishbowl is a * be your own media (including sending videos to TV 

consensus circle that takes place in the middle of a larger stations); 

circle. Each person in the central circle is vouched for. They * do actions directed at the media that are blacking you 

speak for their affinity group. The people in the outer circle out; 

can communicate with their central spokesperson through * get the media out on the front lines; 

whispering or passing notes during the workshop.) The * do real actions, not media actioris (shut 'em down!), 

fishbowl process will hopefully streamline things and increase * A new book, Media and the Environment was mentioned 

security. THEREFORE! Folks should work up concrete proposals as suggested reading, 

for changes to the Journal, and submit these proposals to the 

Journal so they get published prior to the RRR. We wrapped up Monday afternoon by consensing that 

Monday the mood was much more upbeat and relaxed, these conferences will happen annually. A meeting to plan 

and a number of decisions were made. the next one will happen at the RRR, and everyone at the 

It was decided that the contact list/directory will be activists', or organizers', conference will be vouched for. An 

updated. Postcards will go out asking people if they exist. announcement outlining the vouching system, topics, and 

Trusted folks in each region will make contact with new requesting limiting of numbers will be placed in the Journal 

contact people. Darryl Cherney will coordinate and send ahead of time. 

follow-up letters to non-respondents. We wentaroundonelasttimeandbrieflystatedhowwe 

The Fund for Wild Nature (formerly the Earth First! felt about the weekend. Manypeoplefeltthatalthoughgood 

Foundation)isaseparateentityfundingprimarilyeducational networking always gets done outside meetings, that the 
events. It has funded some Earth First! movement organiza- meetings themselves were tortuous and the process was 

tional events and resisted funding others. Therefore it was terrible. We were reminded that consensus only works if 

consensed that: A working group will develop a proposal for everybody is working towards it. But we still love each other 

a new foundation and will present this at the RRR. Contact and put the Earth First! Then we had a big group hug and 

for this working group is Mike Roselle. spiral squeeze together and giggle and hug some more and left 

Support was voiced for ongoing roadshows. They are feeling totally spent but still committed, 
effective and fun. PS: While we met hundreds of species went extinct. 

The Missoula staff was asked to report what feedback Written by committee: Dennis Fritzinger, Candace 

they were taking back from this meeting. Tim Bechtold read Batycki, Anne Petermann, with input from Tim Ingalsbee, 

a list of points they had identified and other people helped Hal Rowe, Kathey Sutter, Emma Jones, Gin Phlegm, Dave 

him complete it. It seems important to list those points of Parks, David Barbarash, and Scott Greacen. 

understanding here. 

* No personal bashing in SFB. 

* Expand on definition of "travesty." 

* Send personal messages to author first for response. 

* Print bios for editors and announce the staff for the 
next issue in each issue. 

* Small bio clips for authors at end of article. 

* Assign roving reporters to cover important issues. 

* Placement of controversies in a "point-counterpoint” 
format. 

* A "For New Readers" section on page 2. 

* "Armed With Vision" (poetry page) restored. 

* Postcard feedback to submissions. 

* Increase communication with writers; seek new writ- 
ers, artists and photographers; vigorously nurture writers. 

* Embrace the movement. 

* Editorials that address issues. 

* Create position(s) of circulation and/or outreach 
editor(s). 

* Print excerpts from Ecodefense. 

* Use regional editors who have guaranteed space. 

* Save/designate space for late-breaking stuff. 

* Don't ignore population issues. 

* Support lawsuit against the FBI. 

* Complete and publish updated "What is Earth First?" 
primer. 

Structure: 

* Increase continuity; look to the long term. 

* Staggered, overlap; (?) 

* Definite term end for editors. 

* Use computers less. 

* Editors reauthorized/chosen at RRR or Activists' Con- 
ference. 

* Concentrate on biocentrism/biodiversity/direct action. 

* Less violence, fewer violence against humans articles, 
weed out provocative articles. 

* Outreach vs. gossip and news. 

* Guarantee personal safety of activists in articles. 

* Submissions should include note with article saying 
what parts are important and can't be cut. 

* Print list of rejected articles and their authors and make 



From this rose a larger cluster, with people talking face to face i 
about their differences and doing some real communicating, j 
From this a proposal emerged. It was proposed and , 
consensed that: Mike Roselle will move immediately to : 
Missoula, will join the Journal staff for the next two issues . ) 
and will be available to become a semi -permanent loumal ; 
editor tor eight issues, subject to his appointment being ! 
reviewed and affirmed at the Round River Rendezvous in 


We also talked about having two editors and having a gender 
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Stone Axed Hawksbiiis as 

Hairbrushes 


continued from page 1 

The original accord, signed in September 
1991, and subject to ratification by the Hondu- 
ran Congress was so overwhelmingly opposed by 
all sectors of Honduran society that the govern- 
ment withdrew the proposal before Congress had 
a chance to vote on it. The head of the Honduran 
Department of Forestry, in announcing the de- 
cision, gave no details but to say that, "Due to 
public and technical interest it was impossible to 
reach a satisfactory agreement with the Stone 
Container Corporation." 

Although Stone's proposal to the Honduran 
government was shrouded in secrecy, a leaked 
copy revealed that more than 80% of Honduras 
could have been subject to Stone's quest for pine 
trees. Environmentalists argued that Stone, suf- 
fering severe financial problems with an overall 
debt of more than $4 billion, was making a 
desperate attempt to entice a few powerful 
Hondurans into selling off one of the country's 
most precious resources, the forests of La 
Mosquitia. These forests continue into Nicara- 
gua, making it the largest remaining forest in 
Central America and are home to many indig- 
enous people, mainly the Miskito Indians. 

The government's decision to reject Stone's 
proposal has been heralded as a victory for both 
democracy and the environment. The Honduran 
people are taking bold steps by not allowing the 
government to destroy their natural heritage 
through the development of ecologically un- 
sound projects. 

According to Jose Herrero, one of Honduras' 
most notable environmentalists, "This has been 
an incredible event in which all sectors of the 
Honduran people united against a government 
plan that was seriously flawed, justifying their 
position to the point where the government 
accepted the voice of the people. This has been 
a great example of democracy working in our 
country." 

Honduran environmentalists and indig- 
enous peoples' organizations have been working 
on development alternatives for forest areas 
which include protection for the environment 
and land rights for indigenous people. If Stone 
had obtained control over the forest, these alter- 
natives would have been seriously hindered. 

— Source: Rainforest Action Network 


Here's the basics. Sea turtles are an endan- 
gered species, protected under the Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered Species of 
Flora and Fauna (CITES), which prohibits en- 
dangered plants and critters, alive or dead, from 
being used as commodities. Japan is the world's 
largest consumer of sea turtle products. Although 
Japan is a CITES signatory, it maintains reserva- 
tions (loopholes) on the hawksbill and, until very 
recently, the olive ridley species of sea turtle. The 
hawksbill is slaughtered for its beautiful shell, 
which is carved into expensive trinkets (cigarette 
lighters, shoehorns) for the luxury market in 
Japan. The olive ridley was exploited for its 
leather, which was (and probably still is, to a 
much lesser extent) used for briefcases, belts, 
shoes, etc.) See previous articles in the 
Lughnasad 1991 and Yule 1991 journals. 

The Earth First! Oceans Task Force got vocal 
on the sea turtle issue back in February 1990, 
when we staged an action at the Mexican con- 
sulate in San Francisco. This action drew atten- 
tion to Mexico's involvement as the main sup- 
plier of olive ridley leather to Japan. We de- 
manded Mexico join CITES and close down the 
slaughterhouse in San Augustinillo, in the state 
of Oaxaca, which was killing 75,000 olive ridleys 
every year. To our surprise and delight, they 
came downstairs into the street and said "okay." 
The slaughterhouse was closed down soon 
thereafter, and may someday be a sea turtle 
museum. We'll let you know. Mexico signed 
CITES on September 30, 1991. 

With the supply turned off focus shifted to 
Japan as the importers and consumers of the sea 
turtle products, and therefore the financiers of 
the slaughter. Particularly disgusting is the im- 
portation from the Caribbean (mostly Cuba) of 
the shell of the beautiful hawksbill sea turtle, a 
species on the brink of extinction. In May 1991, 
under the theat of trade sanctions from the Bush 
administration, Japan announced they would 
"phase out" their importation of hawksbill shell. 
The offer was that they would continue to import 
another 7.5 metric tons (about 7,000 turtles) of 
shell until ceasing in January 1993. The Bush 
administration said fine, the big environmental 
groups said wonderful, and we saw red. 
—Source: Oceans Task Force 


Turtles at the 
Consulate, cont... 

continued from page i 

EFIOTF actions around the olive ridley issue, 
which saw Mexico in the spring of 1990 an- 
nounce it would sign the CITES convention and 
close down its slaughterhouse in San 
Augustinillo. The slaughterhouse was indeed 
closed, and remains closed, effectively cutting off 
Japan's supply. But Japan kept the door open to 
future trade in the olive ridley by maintaining the 
loophole on importation. The dropping of this 
reservation was a key demand of the action week, 
and an important victory in the battle to protect 
sea turtle populations forever. We also got the sea 
turtle message out to millions of people via the 
media, and increased our experience, outreach, 
affinity-building and networking within the 
movement. 

The hawksbill's future is, unfortunately, still 
uncertain . As yet Japan has made no move to stop 
their trade in, or drop their reservation on, this 
species. We are watching to see what will happen 
at the CITES annual meeting, being held in 
March in Kyoto, Japan. The sea turtle issue is only 
one on a long agenda which includes trade in 
elephant ivory, bear parts, rhino horns and ex- 
otic pet birds, so we're optimistic but not too 
hopeful. Clearly, we need to keep the pressure on 
or Japan is just going to keep slaughtering sea 
turtles until next January 1 . Even then, their main- 
tenance of a reservation on the hawskbill will 
keep the door open for future trade in this species, 
and stockpiling is a likelihood. 

Activists in consulate cities are keeping the 
pressure on through gathering petition signa- 
tures (Kansas City in particular) and phone cam- 
paigns (Chicago is raging on this one but the 
tactic should be widely practiced). Speak up for 
the planet and her critters! Call your local Japa- 
nese consulate and sound off! Do it. Really. It 
helps. 

Contact the EF! Oceans Task Force: POB 
77551, San Francisco, CA 94107 to get petitions 
and to obtain day-glo green stickers with which 
to educate, agitate and just generally keep the 
heat on. Keep in touch with us. Send us money. 
PS special thanks to the folks from SEAC who 
organized a great action in Atlanta and Chicago. 


down, bonded arms, and resisted arrest. Eventu- 
ally they cuffed us and dragged us away, by pairs, 
into separate cars. Crunched into the backseat I 
heard Davis remark "OK, now. Let's get some 
blood boys." I nearly puked. 

Five hours and one hundred questions later 
we were released from the Gallatin County Jail on 
$915 bail each. 

The killing season this year is almost over, as 
summer range opens up and the bison which 
haven't been killed have little reason to wander 
out of the park. But next winter there are sure to 
be more bison killed. Davis' study will jusify the 
brucellosis excuse. But everyone knows it has 
little to do with brucellosis. It is an issue of private 
property and the cattle industry; of whether 
Yellowstone is an ecosystem or a zoo. Despite all 
the killings, the bison herd in Yellowstone is 
growing, and they will continue to move out of 
the park. Ranchers will continue to complain, 
bison will continue to get shot, and those who 
love the bison will continue to get arrested to 
trying to protect them. Tune in next year... 


Vaccination 

Shots! for Brucellosis! greet the bison 
Who cross the line between life and license 
The law provides for a state of nature 
When beasts range free in the legislature 

—Ross Best 


Dissection Intervention, cont... 


continued from page 1 

on the ground with one filetted down the middle 
and splayed open, steaming death into the cool 
air. Dr. Davis and vermin hovered over the still 
pulsing flesh as Dr. L.G. Adams, also from Texas 
A&M continued to cut. In a second we had 
surrounded the steaming bison and the Davis 
clan had retreated to their 4x4 armada. We would 
not let the butchers approach; these animals 
would be claimed by the earth, not science. But 
they were not so easily defeated, for Dr. Adams, 
knives in both blood- soaked gloves, approached 
our line and attempted to shove through. Allison 
and D.J. wrestled with Dr. Adams until he finally 
gaveup. Standoff. The helicopter returned then 
with the third carcass. One of the Davis group 
came over to direct the landing as D.J. and BillBob 
stood beneath the hovering animal. Without 
delay the huge animal struck the ground and the 
lander began to untie the rope. BillBob and Dave 
grabbed the whipping tentacle while D.J. and 


Allison grabbed their legs as the helicopter be- 
gan to rise. For a second all four were off the 
ground, skipping across the parking lot, then 
D.J. and Allison fell off. Dave crashed into the 
embankment and fell into thigh deep snow on 
the other side as BillBob sailed skyward holding 
on tenaciously . The helicopter gave one strong 
jolt and Bill at last plunged into the snow below. 

The helicopter pilot was more careful land- 
ing the next three carcasses and we didn't get 


"It is our policy that the 
bison do not belong in the 
State of Montana." 

— MT State Veterinarian 





another chance to grab the rope. Bill was terribly 
disappointed. Allison wrote "KILLERS" in bison 
blood across Davis's 4x4. The cops began to 
show up; and they kept on showing up for half 
"and hour. For another half hour they tried to 
' figure out what to charge us with while the 
rookies took family photos of Allison flipping 
them off in front of the mangled bison carcass. 
"Smile for the camera, honey." 

Finally the Bozeman DA came up with the 
creative idea of charging us with possesion of a 
game animal (which, by the way, bison are not). 
When the cops approached all but Dave sat 


Bison just outside of Yellowstone National Park. They were shot 
shortly after this photo was taken. 
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Canebrake EF! Tours Sea World 


By Mad Hatter 

Saturday morning January 18, 1992, 
Florida's Canebrake EF! lead 55 anti-captivity 
activists in simultaneous demonstrations at Sea 
World/Orlando and Busch Gardens/Tampa. This 
was the first ever demonstration against Busch 
Gardens. High time, we thought. 

On August 7, 1991, the Sea Shepherd Con- 
servation Society called for an all-out boycott 
against the Anheuser Busch Corporation, Busch 
Entertainment Corporation, and all Anheuser 
Busch-sponsored theme parks until they return 
all sea mammals in their captivity to the wild. 
Sea World has a dismal track record in keeping sea 
mammals, especially orcas, alive in captivity. Of 
the 26 captured/imported orcas Sea World has 
"owned," 19 have died since 1965. Another Sea 
World orca, Kenau, died in Orlando on August 6, 
1991. 

On August 8, 1991, Canebrake Earth First! 


became the first "Eco-group" in West Central 
Florida to come out in full support of the 
Anheuser Busch Boycott. As most of us in the 
Canebrake tribe are great admirers of Captain 
Paul Watson's work, a decision to support was 
unanimous. 

We were primed for our first action. We 
figured what better way to "lose our virginity" 
than to put together dual demonstrations against 
two of the major Anheuser Busch tourist traps in 
our area, at the height of the tourist season. 

We thought, "What would really piss Sea 
World off?" Simply get someone here who has 
continually been a thorn in the side of the captive 
industry. We made one phone call to probably 
the leading authority in the training of sea 
mammals in the US, Ric O'Barry, President of the 
Dolphin Project, the person who captured and 
trained the "Flippers" for the 60's TV show and 


the first person to ever train an orca. 

When we told him our plans, he definitely 
wanted in. Ric has a 24 foot bus, the Dolphin 
Project's Anti-Captivity bus, in which he travels 
the country preaching the phrase that "Three 
things kill sea mammals: Nets, Pollution and 
Captivity." 

We were set. We later found out that in- 
viting Ric O'Barry was probably the best idea that 
this new group ever had. When Sea World heard 
he was coming along to link up with a group of 
EFlers they really got shook. So shook, in fact, 
that from the info we got from a law enforcement 
official, Sea World was afraid that we were com- 
ing to — now get this — kidnap a whale ! That's 
right, a group with just enough cash scraped 
together to barely get by would pull off this 
daring rescue of an orca, put it, we suspect, in this 
old bus, drive it to the Gulf of Mexico or the 

continued on page 1 1 



Asleep in Heavenly 
Peace 

Dreaming waking wondering what 
shall i do 
with this day 
come now and never 
again; 

I wander bout love 
so soft so strong 
asleep beside me 
as rain shakes and pops 
and dim winter light 
casts shadows 
within, 

I wonder 'bout coffee 
and work, 

I wonder 'bout the noise 
outside 

backhoes and yarders beeping 
chainsaws screeching, trees scream and 
BOOM! 

I am angry 
I am crying 
wishing for strength 
to create new worlds 
in harmony 
unbroken; 
yet again i wake 

with more scars and barren rivers 
and this force tearing at my soul 
wondering what 
shall i do, 

another day carrying pain 
seeking relief in love and routine 
amid screams of slaughter, sobs of extinction, 
overpowering machines 
darkening enclosing; 
visions spinning whirling 
gaining speed 
night returns i am awake 
defending my family 
the river running thru me 
the forest pulsing in me, 

I pray for protection 
and ignite the catalyst 
releasing the beast, 
setting free gods in boxes; 
running panting i 
return to dreams. 

— Alex Williams 


Letter From a Friend in Maine 


Hello: 

Over the years I've managed to combine writing, talking and action in reliable quantities. Since 
someone set my house on fire with me asleep inside (attempted homicide) three weeks ago (Jan 23) 
a lot has changed. Jumping through the flames I barely escaped, and my home is now a pile of ash 
and debris. Writing this down for the first time seems clumsy, almost not possible, but I'll try. 

Maine, at least in the east, has a mystique of wildness and pristine isolation. It's a lie. Maine has 
been hacked away at for 350 years. It has been reduced to a pulp plantation crisscrossed by roads. 
There's still the possibility of getting lost up country but only if you go in circles. Sure , miles of 
clearcuts can be disorienting, but as a forestitute once told me, "Look at the views they make." 

Today Maine's geography, economics and politics are dominated by multinational slime who 
claim to own most of the land. At a million acres a whack, this bunch of parasites do seem to have 
things locked up. Earth First! types, hell even the moderately worked up, are widely scattered. Too 


much has been done indi- 
Mother-defending a very 
virtually no public lands in 
must fight through the pri- 
battle the eco-destruction 
line. 

My neck of the woods 


Maine has a mystique of 
wildness and pristine 
isolation. It's a lie 


viduaily, and this maxes 
difficult task. There are 
this state. Instead we 
vate property bullshit to 
on the other side of the 

(formerly forest) is the 


dominion of one Scott Paper Corp. A truly representative breed of land rapers that has come to 
dominate most, but not all, of us naturally occurring critters around here. Although the other 
corporate scum mean border to border trouble, when I want a local battle, it's Scott that brings it. After 
all, any outfit from Philadelphia that rides high on its legendary ass wipe must be full of shit. Tear away 
the tissue and you expose the excrement. Now you might ask what's to expose when they commit 
clearcutting in the thousands of acres right here in front of god and everyone? But we all know the 
power of denial (and so do they) in patriarchland. 

So after a number of small local victories concerning herbicide use and the threat of clearcutting 
prohibitions, the battle changed tunes a year and a half ago. That's when I got this great idea for an 
action that would stop the transporting of herbicides (Roundup) through the woods out my way. More 
specifically the bastards planned to drive across my property (property rights?) on the old country road 
carrying their death to the land beyond me. 

With the help of a narrow road, my old rusty pickup and a beautiful autumn sunrise (a good day 
to thrive) I met the enemy and succeeded. Even Deputy Dipshit couldn't figure out how to get me out 
of the way. Talk about front page! Its times like these that the meek (locals) squeak out their true 
feelings. No one likes poison and no one likes Scott Paper. 

Fueled on by this success, myself and others pushed hard through the winter on a clearcutting 
prohibition in town. Public participation. The Emperor seemed concerned (pissed) tnat someone nau 
noticed that "intensive forest management" (his new clothes) lacked in substance. 

The tone changed again last Spring when I was hit with a quasi SLAPP (Strategic Lawsuit Against 
Public Participation) suit. Using the herbicide action as a springboard Scott sued me in order to prevent 
any more insurrection down on the plantation. This was meant to eliminate municipal and/or direct 
action. Threats. Once again the papers were heard with a collective "Scott Sucks." 

As you might expect, the battle against Scott continued from the coffee shop to town hall. We 
knew they were getting pissed but how much no one was sure. Layoffs at the local mills were 
announced at Christmas. Locals were reminded that when an employer becomes your former 
employer they should no longer be revered as benefactor. And as EF! was being spoken of more the 
tone changed again. 

I went to bed at 10pm on January 23rd in my isolated home in the woods. It was warm and wet 
out. Rained all afternoon. Not much activity in the stove. At around 11pm I awoke to smoke and light 
(I had no electricity). When I got downstairs I realized that my instinctive move toward my fire 
extinguisher was meaningless. I headed to the door (past the stove) grabbed my coveralls and jumped 
into my boots. When I opened the door flames were already at the steps. Through the flames and off 
the porch into the snow. The entire underside of the house (it was built on concrete posts) was in 
flames. I can't begin to tell how I felt when I saw my home and knew it was gone. Fifteen minutes 
later the fire was to the roof, me in the snow and rain and wind. 

With the fire marshal confirming the unthinkable, it has still not completely hit me that someone 
tried to kill me. Most importantly I'm alive. And I know I must think and we all must think the 
unthinkable. Death is all around us, at our doorstep. 

The postscript is more than the struggle to save what's left. I also am having to push the official 
investigation myself. Seems that this problem I have isn't significant enough for prompt attention. 
Sounds too woefully familiar. 

— Anon 
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Auburn Dam Goes to Washington 


By Danny Simons 

The agency once described by Supreme 
Court Justice William O. Douglas as "public en- 
emy number one" — the U.S. Army Corps of Engi- 
neers — has released their long awaited study for 
"flood control improvements"to the the Ameri- 
can River Watershed above Sacramento, Califor- 
nia. The most disturbing of these so-called 
"improvements" is a 425-foot high dam on the 
North Fork near Auburn, with a capacity of 
545,000 acre feet. That 545,000 acre feet trans- 
lates into approximately 48 miles of river can-, 
yons along the Middle and North forks which are 
home to osprey, river otters, mountain lions, 
bears, bald eagles and countless other critters. If 
the Corps gets itsway the canyons could be re- 
duced to mosquito, gnat and suckerfish habitat. 
Speaking of 

suckers, the financial cost of this project, nearly 
one billion dollars, would fall upon American 
taxpayers. 

TJhe Bureau of Wrecklamation has been try- 
ing to build a multi- purpose Auburn Dam for 
decades. A multi-purpose dam, in addition to 
destroying one of the last free flowing stretches of 


river in California, would allow the Bureau of 
Wrecklamation to provide big agri-business more 
cheap subsidized water to grow the same crops in the 
California desert that the Dept, of Agriculture pays 
farmers not to grow in more suitable climates else- 
where. 

Congressman Vic Fazio (D-West Sacramento) is 
introducing legislation to the House of Representa- 
tives which would fund the project. As of this 
writing, the bill does not have a number, but it will 
shortly. The bill proposes a "flood control dam" that 
would not hold water except during large storms, and 
would not form a permanent reservoir. The Corps, 
however, wants to install gates in the structure, 
which could be closed at any time to form a reservoir. 
Meanwhile, the Bureau of Wrecklamation is con- 
ducting a $4.7 million study on the expandibility of 
Fazio's proposed flood control dam. The appropria- 
tion of the study was arranged by Fazio himself. 

I could go on and on about this but its a pretty 
simple issue for most folks that don't own construc- 
tion firms or desert farms and cattle ranches. RIVER 
GOOD DAM BAD. 

Some of you may be saying, "Well gee, I don't 


live in California, what can I do?" The loss of 
a river is a national issue, and this river needs 
your help now more than ever. Write to your 
Congressthing and warn her/him that Rep. 
Fazio's bill is bad pork barrel, log-rolling 
legislation, the dam is unnecessary, and the 
expense shouldn't be borne by the taxpayers, 
especially for such a useless, harmful project. 
Urge your representative to oppose any 
"flood control legislation" that would dam- 
age the river ecosystems of the American 
River. Congressmembers across the country 
need to be informed of this flood-control 
scam so they realize what they are voting on. 
A follow-up letter or phone call to your Rep. 
is necessary as soon as we have a bill number 
because many Reps, won't do squat without 
a bill number. 

For more info on how you can help with 
this and other river battles call or write: 
Friends of the River, 909 12th Street, Suite 
207, Sacramento, CA 95814 telephone: (916) 
442-3155. 


Reforming the Fur Industry, ALF-Style 


By The Animal Liberation Front 

The entire fur and trapping industry can be 
eliminated within three years. Two years ago we 
stated that it could be done in five, and so far it is 
going according to schedule. 

Although there seems to be renewed interest 
in trapping and fur farming, 40% of all fur farms 
have gone out of business and trapping license 
sales have fallen as much as 75% in some states. 
Fur stores are closing left and right and it seems 
that most department stores are dropping fur- 
related items. They are on the run, but they're 
preparing for a last-gasp comeback and the pres- 
sure must be increased. 

Of course, education tactics are very impor- 
tant, but the Animal Liberation Front focuses on 
direct action. First, let's address the trapping 
issue. Get a copy of a magazine called The 
Trapper and Predator Caller. If you can't find 
a copy, call them at 1-800-258-0929 and ask 
them who sells their publication in your 
town. (Note: Do not ask them to send you 
a copy. If you do, they'll have your name 
and address. Never use a private phone 
when you use an 800 number. The caller's 
number may automatically be recorded by 
the company being called. If your state 
permits the phone company to sell caller- 
identification services, make all local tele- 
phone calls from a pay phone. And make 
,all toll calls from a pay phone to avoid their 
being listed on your phone bill.) The 
magazine lists trapping supply companies, 
and the state trapper associations along 
with the officer's names and addresses. 

Call these people and act interested in 
trapping. If possible, find out where they 
are setting their traps. Consider the pos- 
sibility of having a quiet little party in the 
trapper's fur shed where they keep their 
traps, pelts, and assorted equipment. 
Trapping is a business and if you destroy their 
means for doing business, they just may go out of 
their murderous business, if not their moronic 
minds. 

Now for some heavier anti-trapping fun! 
There are four big trap manufacturers left in 
North America for steel jaw legholds, soft catch 
legholds, and body grip traps. They are 
Woodstream (the biggest which makes Victors 
and Conibears) in Lititz, PA; BMI in Willoughby 
Hills, OH; Duke Traps in West Point, MS; and 
Bridger in Ogden, UT. Just for the record, a turd 
named Harry Winter in Willits, CA is manufac- 
turing a trap called the Dog Proof Coon Trap. 


Shut these places down and we would cripple the wild 
fur industry severely. Remember they doubtless have 
security guards. Every hit makes them tighten secu- 
rity so be cautious and make it count! Group security 
is absolutely essential so don't tell anyone. 

Be warned that trappers and fur farmers are 
likely to be strong and armed and woods wise. Their 
livelihood (deadlihood) involves intimacy with 
blood, guts, and murder. They are not likely to be 
finicky when dealing with anybody they believe is 
mucking about with their income. 

Other important targets are the publications of 
the fur trade. The National Trappers Association 
(major anti-animal rights group and publisher of 
American Trapper Magazine ) has offices in 
Bloomington, IL. Fur-Fish-Game, the other of the 
three major trapping magazines, is in Columbus, OH. 



The Trapper and Predator Caller is published by Krause 
Publication, Iola, WI. There are two trade journals 
catering to the retail fur industry: Fur Age Weekly in 
Glenwood Landing, NY, and Fur World in New York 
City. Destroy these means of communication within 
the industry and their traps, and the whole industry 
will be hurting. 

In 1990 there were 660 fur farms left. Chances 
are there is one within a two to three hour drive of 
where you live. Contact the murderers listed in the 
back of The Trapper and Predator Caller and tell them 
you'd like to visit a fur farm because you may want to 
start your own. They might tell you where one is 
located. Unless the farmer lives right there, this 


should be an easy hit. If you visit them 
during the day, consider what to do about 
your appearance, vehicle, and license plate. 

On mink farms, there are usually a num- 
ber of mink 3-4 years old used as breeding 
stock. The rest are less them a year old. 
Releasing the breeding stock and other adult- 
sized mink into the compound not only 
disrupts the whole process, but severely 
handicaps the farmer in differentiating 
breeding stock from the sale animals. Such 
mischief can ruin the next year's breeding 
plans. When this happened to one mink 
farm two years in a row, it shut down. 

Spraying the animals with non-toxic 
dye, the way Greenpeace and Sea Shepherd 
spray seal pups, ruins the commercial value 
of the pelts. There are various colors of 
sheep dye that are non-toxic. Be care- 
ful not to spray the animals' eyes and 
ears. 

Other sites that need a heavy dose of 
justice are distribution centers of the 
processed furs: Seattle Fur Exchange, 
Seattle, WA; D. Cohn Fur Processors, 
Greenville, SC; National Superior Fur 
Dressing, Chicago, IL; Russ Carmen 
Lures, New Milford, PA; Hudson Bay 
Co. Fur Sales, Corstadt, NJ; Crown of 
MN Inc, Minneapolis, MN; Klubertanz 
Equipment Co., Ederton, WI. To locate 
them, let your fingers do the walking. 
Your local phone directories are good 
for something besides creating profits 
for clearcutters. 

Retail fur stores, listed under "fur" in 
your yellow pages, are the easiest hits. 
Glue the locks, spray paint the mer- 
chandise, etch the windows. Be cre- 
ative and go tor maximum impact. 
This guide is a waste if action is not 
taken. This is war in defense of the innocent. 
The risk we take is nothing compared to the 
suffering caused by the fur industry. Put 
these words into action. There's no time to 
waste. Good luck and total secrecy. 

Note: If companies conduct business 
through a post office box, the Post Office will 
readily provide the street address of the 
company. 
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the Wild Side of BC 


Saving 

By Rock of The Rainforest 

Road blockading returned to Clayoquot 
Sound last September when 35 people stood on 
the only logging access road leading to the 
Bulson River watershed, 10 miles northeast of 
Tofino. One of the blockaders later told the judge 
at her trial, "I am not in contempt of court, I'm in 
contempt of forestry policy." 

Clayoquot Sound is the largest remaining 
intact wilderness area on Vancouver Island. It is 
one of only a few remaining intact large tracts of 
temperate rainforest on the west coast of North 
America. Indeed it is one of the largest remaining 
in the world. With accelerating liquidation of 
our forests, it has become an island of green in a 
sea of clearcuts. Located on the west-side (some 
say "Wild-side") of Vancouver Island, it's a place 
of intense beauty and power, of delicate balance 
and harmony teeming with life in a myriad of 
forms. The old growth Western red cedar, 
Western hemlock and Sitka spruce forests of 
Clayoquot Sound benefit from year-round mild 
temperatures and abundant rainfall. These trees 
often reach heights of 200-300 feet and ages 
ranging from 800-2000 years. Diameters over 10 
and 15 feet are not uncommon. Throughout 
their lives and even in death, these great trees 
cradle a remarkable abundance of life. 

Virtually all of Clayoquot Sound (209,289 
ha; 523,223 acres) is slated to be clearcut by the 
multinational corporations who hold provincial 
tree farm licences in the area. Only land within 
Pacific Rim National Park (7,646 ha; 19,115 acres) 
is fully protected. The rest of this paradise of 
climax temperate rainforest, ocean fiords, mud 
flats, oyster beds, habitat for eagle, murrelet, 
cougar, bear and wolf, is increasingly threatened 
by the insatiable appetite of the logging industry. 
MacMillan Bloedel (MacBlo) and International 
Forest Products (Interfor) are the companies cur- 
rently vying for timber of the region. Fletcher 
Challenge recently sold its rights to Interfor. 

Clayoquot Sound is also home to the Tla-o- 
qui-aht and Ahousaht, two of the fourteen tribes 
of the Nuu-Chah-Nulth-Nation. They are cur- 


rently engaged in a BC Supreme Court land claim 
to Meares Island or Wah nah jus/Hilth hoois. 
Their two-hundred year struggle with the colo- 
nial powers of Spain, Britain and now Canada has 
not closed their minds to cooperating and 
building a sustainable future with non-native 
supporters. Alliances are forming between work- 
ers, native peoples and environmentalists, pre- 
mised on the need to develop environmentally 
and economically sustainable relationships to 
the forests. 

Meares is home to Canada's largest Western 
red cedar, the famous Hanging Garden Tree, so 
called for the proliferation of plants, animals and 
other life forms that cover its massive girth. 
Meares has been a mecca for shellfish gathering, 
duck hunting, vision quests, collection of herbs 
and traditional medicine since time immemo- 
rial. It is the source of the village of Tofino's water 
supply and provides a lush viewscape unavoid- 
able no matter where you are in the community. 
Tofino, at the end of the Trans-Canada highway, 
is internationally famous as a destination for 
wilderness kayaking, whale watching, beach 
camping, salmon fishing and other recreational 
pursuits. 

The struggle to protect all of this continues. 
Direct action has already played a key role in 
delaying the destruction of this place. The trees 
of Meares Island are said to be thoroughly spiked. 
The Society to Protect Intact Kinetic Ecosystems 
(SPIKE), a local presence in the area, recently 
donated a copy of Ecodefense, a hammer and 10 
spikes to a fund-raising auction. The items drew 
two consecutive bids totalling $850.00. 

Blockading has also been used successfully 
to delay the logging companies. The Friends of 
Clayoquot Sound began as a local group of resi- 
dents who were appalled at the methods and rate 
of logging of the old growth wilderness. Since its 
inception in 1978, the Friends have made every 
possible effort to have the protection of wilder- 
ness and wildlife values included in the develop- 
ment plans for the region. They have initiated 


and paid for inventory research of values other 
than timber, they have initiated and participated 
in committees, made presentations and orga- 
nized conferences. They have researched, lob- 
bied and rallied, produced books, posters and t- 
shirts. And they have blockaded peacefully, suf- 
fering arrest, imprisonment and the loss of their 
means of livelihood in attempting to have their 
concerns addressed. 

The latest of round stake-holder discussions, 
under the name of the Clayoquot Sound Sus- 
tainable Development Strategy Steering Com- 
mittee, saw its environmental and native repre- 
sentatives leave the process last year when no 
agreement could be reached to defer logging in 
contested areas while the Committee pursued its 
work. The first draft of the Committees Strategy 
Document, minus input from these sectors, 
leaves no doubt of the bias of the process in 
favour of the timber interests. 

A January 1992 statement by FOCS spells 
out their continued disaffection for these various 
"talk and log" initiatives: 

"There is something sadly wrong in our 
system for public input into forestry policy when 
after thirteen years of public outcry, 42 citizens 
are arrested in Clayoquot Sound (the last six only 
a few months ago) and not one tree has been 
protected for values other than wood fiber, let 
alone protecting Clayoquot Sound as the world 
class wilderness heritage site it deserves... 

Peaceful but direct blockading of logging 
operations is the only public input process that 
has actually had any impact on forestry practices 
and brought the attention of other wilderness 
values to the forefront." 

By directly blockading MacBlo fallers at C'is- 
a-qis on Meares Island in November 1984, the 
Nuu-Chah-Nulth and FOCS forced the issue of 
Meares Island into the courts. Thirty-five people 
went to jail for blockading the road building at 
Sulphur Pass in 1988, forest protectors attracted 
international attention and that of then-premier 
continued on page 23 
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Walking for the Forests 

By Freebird 


The 200 km Walk for the Rainforests from 
the Walbran Valley to the legislature in Victoria, 
B.C., was a 15-day exercise in patience and toler- 
ance. In those 15 days we reached a better 
understanding of the loggers and mill workers 
whose lives are directly affected by the corrup- 
tion of multinational timber interests and found 
a deeper understanding of ourselves. 

About 30 of us did the entire walk, with 50 
or so others who joined us during the two weeks. 
We pitched tents in the rain, slept in trailers and 
trucks, and occasionally were invited to sleep 
indoors. Grumpy Ann's Rainforest Lunch 
Wagon and crew fed us the entire way (deli- 
cious!). 

The walk began in the pristine wilderness of 
the Walbran valley. The first four days 
brought us through clearcuts. Walking 


hours earlier? Was it significant that the uninvited 
mayor showed up to spew his political bullshit? 
What about the industry funded "Share our For- 
ests" (gag) citizen groups perceiving the Walk as 
competition to the upcoming government for- 
estry commission? What about the PR firm with 
the shady history of involvement with military 
death squads and their production of slick TV 
"news" shows and other bullshit propaganda? Are 
we a threat? Are these indications that we are 
making gains in this struggle? 

Media coverage was generally favorable. An 
hour long phone-in show in Duncan had three of 
us in the spotlight. One caller admitted to some- 
thing we've always suspected: he said that when- 
ever "Earth First!" is spraypainted on their equip- 


After this demo we headed to Saltspring 
Island for a benefit dance party with the 
groovin' band NGOMA. We barely broke even, 
but what a party! We headed down the Saanich 
Peninsula, visiting high schools and showing a 
video on the Walbran blockades "The Road 
Stops Here" and Dan Lewis's slideshow of his 
circumnavigation of Vancouver Island by kayak 
that he will be touring with as part of the 
Rainforest Summer '92 Roadshow. 

February 20, we held a video night, where 
we were camped at an herb farm. In the barn 
amongst the chickens and sheep, we watched 
hours of home movies of the blockades. Febru- 
ary 21 we held a drumming party at Goldstream 
Provincial Park under tarps collecting the pour- 
ing rain. People arrived by the dozens 
and partied until the early hours. And 


together added to the affinity and 
strength of our group. 

Our first meeting was with the 
Ditidaht Band, First Nations (Native) 
people of the area. We expressed our 
support for a prompt and just settle- 
ment of land claim issues, and our 
desire to explore common interests. 
All were hopeful that future meetings 
will take place. 

Our first "official" encounter 
with forestry workers (we met many 
along the road) was at the Fletcher 
Challenge mill in Youbou. We 
planned the Walk to reach the mill as 
the shift changed so that we talk to the 
workers. We arrived running because 
we were late, carrying signs and ban- 
ners. We must have looked confronta- 
tional from the workers' perspective. 



Walkers at the Youbou Mill Photo by Freebird 


then... Saturday Feb 22nd the last day 
of the walk! As we gathered at the pre- 
arranged spot, we realized that we were 
growing in large numbers. Approxi- 
mately 300 people marched through 
the streets of Victoria and on to the BC 
legislature lawns to rally against corpo- 
rate control of our forests and govern- 
ment corruption. Earth First! London 
held a simultaneous demonstration. 
Two of our English comrades hung a 
banner and were arrested while a "talk- 
ing tree" informed the London citi- 
zenry of BC forestry practices. In En- 
gland and other parts of Europe envi- 
ronmental groups are campaigning to 
bring attention to BC forests including 
a boycott of BC paper and wood prod- 
ucts. The Victoria daily paper had full 
color photos on the front page of both 


The encounter began with violence as 


the UK action and our rally with a story 


one angry worker started throwing 
punches. Our show of support for sustainable 
forest practices, for value-added work, and our 
contempt of the multinationals, eventually drew 
real dialogue. 

We listened to workers who were getting laid 
off the next week, who were concerned for their 
families' futures and distrusted their employers 
(even more than they distrusted us). Their fear of 
getting canned prevented them from speaking 
out which helped them justify their anger to- 
wards environmentalists. We were there to forge 


ment, the insurance company (if they find out, all 
you shutterbugs!) will either up their premiums or 
drop the company altogether! Copies of this hour- 
long show are available on video for $15 from 
Terra Prima! Victoria, POBox 6491, Depot 1, 
Victoria, BC V8P 5M4, Canada. (Send blank 
money orders as we have no bank account yet.) 

Mid-point on the Walk found us at the 
Fletcher Challenge pulp mill in Crofton where we 
demonstrated against the discharging of highly 
toxic effluent. 150 of us marched to the front 


headlined "Rainforest journey hailed 
as communications triumph." - 

The end of the Walk brings us to the begin- 
ning of Rainforest Summer '92. In March we 
will have weekend workshops for non-violence 
workshop leaders as well as tree-sit trainings for 
trainers. A roadshow is under way. Grumpy 
Ann's Lunch Wagon is gearing up to help feed 
activists this summer. A second South 
Vancouver Island Forestry Accord is being 
talked about. Boardwalks are being built in the 
Walbran. And... blockade action sites are being 


alliances; in the end, names and 
phone numbers were exchanged 
and hands shaken. One previously 
hostile mill worker even offered us 
his home to stay at! 

Our elation from this historic 
meeting was shattered that 
evening by a rock thrown through 
the window of the house where we 
were staying. Our security watch 
started that night. Now we may be 
dealing with a drunk, misin- 
formed, and scared worker. To- 
morrow it may be armed agents of 
the corporate elite. Thirteen of 
B.C.'s corporate forest rapers have 
hired the PR firm Burson- 
Marsteller, the same firm used by 
the former military junta in Argen- 
tina during the mass 
"disappearings" of its citizens. 

The next evening we held a 
town hall meeting in Lake 
Cowichan. About equal numbers 
of walkers to townsfolk, (workers, 
wives, youth, a senior Mountie of- 





planned as you read this, both in 
the forests and in the corporate 
domain! 

One thing that we realized is 
that we are all individuals, all with 
our own peculiarities, all different, 
but all coming together for similar 
reasons. We need to understand 
that we need each other to fight 
the corporate beast. We need all 
the strange activists with the funky 
noserings; we need all the straight- 
looking types with the university 
degrees; we need the native 
peoples who know more about this 
land than any white person; we 
need those angry workers who 
know who's really screwing them 
around; we need everyone possible 
who has any idea about what's 
going on in this world. We need all 
of us and more to do battle with the 
multinationals and the govern- 
ment. We are all on the front lines 
in the battle to save our planet. 


ficer and the mayor) attended. The Rally at the Legislature 


Photo by Freebird 


meeting took a dismal turn as a 


continuous procession of workers 

walked out every time they were asked if they had doors. The mill spews out poison 24 hours a day, 

anything to say. The success of the meeting was seven days a week, killing the waters and poison- 

in the fact that it took place at all. In this respect ing the air. An excellent tabloid on organochlo- 

it was groundbreaking. rine toxic waste and related issues has been pro- 

Did the workers' apparent non-in volve- duced by The New Catalyst, POBox 189, Gabriola 

ment in our meeting have anything to do with island, BC V0R 1X0 Canada, 
the meeting that Fletcher Challenge held only 


Page 9 Earth First! Eostar 1992 


National Day of Outrage, April 22 


continued from page 1 

The first Day of Outrage in 1988 seems like 
only yesterday. Since then, a lot has happened. 
Old growth, clearcut, and spotted owl are now 
household words. Audubon, and even the Sierra 
Club, are finally lobbying for many of the things 
we were then demanding. Mainstream media 
like the Atlantic Monthly began calling for an end 
to all logging in the National Forests and the 
spotted owl has been on just about every front 
page including the cover of Newsweek. 

And yet, the cutting continues, and the old 
growth is still disappearing, and the Endangered 
Species Act is in serious jeopardy. Many people 
still don't know that the owl is only one of many 
species dependant on old growth, and that there 
are hundreds of species dependent on National 
Forest habitat that are endangered. It's up to us 
to send that message. The spotted owl is being 
portrayed as the ONE species that could put 
hundreds of thousands out of work. And with 
Bush's God Squad and timber industry PR and 
lobbyists hard at work, the Endangered Species 
Act is in danger. It's time for Earth First! to up 
the ante. 

It's time to send a message that simple res- 
toration, "selective" cutting, and economically 
viable logging are NOT ENOUGH. Let's take a 
look at what our role might be, and how EF! can 
raise the stakes. 

The Day of Outrage can play an important 
role by educating the media and public about the 
significance of National Forest habitat to many 
life forms. We can highlight key areas and species 
that are threatened. In the Southern Appala- 
chians, the most biologically diverse forest in the 


US, only a small portion is protected in Smoky 
Mountains National Park. Several National For- 
ests nearby house critical habitat for species that 
live only in the Park. The Siskiyous in Oregon 
and California are the most diverse coniferous 
forest on the planet. The road there that block- 
aders stopped back in '83 has since been partially 
completed. Major destruction has occurred in 
the North Kalmiopsis, largest of the Siskiyou's 
roadless areas, from fire salvage logging in 1988 
and '89. Every major roadless area in the Siskiyou 
is slated for destruction during the next 2-3 years. 
Another key area is the Shawnee in southern 
Illinois, which in the summer of 1990 was the site 
of the longest road blockade in EF! history: 80 
days. Another critical area is the Wild Rockies in 
western Montana, NW Wyoming, N Idaho, and 
parts of E Oregon and E Washington. This region 
includes the last intact ecosystems in the con- 
tiguous US. 

Wild Rockies roadless areas are being torn 
apart by bulldozers and chainsaws. The last 
refuge in the lower 48 for grizzly, wolf, wolverine, 
bison and mountain caribou are under immedi- 
ate threat. 

One of the strongest demands we can make 
on Muir Day is for re-introduction of extirpated 
species. DEMAND RE-INTRODUCTION, NOT 
JUST RESTORATION! Bring back the grizzly to 
the San Juans of Colorado, the North Cascades of 
Washington, and the Marble Mountains of 
California. Reintroduce the wolf to the Gila in 
New Mexico, the White Mountains of New 
Hampshire, the Gros Ventre in Wyoming. Find 
out which species are missing from your area and 


DEMAND they be re-introduced. 

Raise the stakes is by exposing the Freddies 
as criminals. These guys are not just doing a bad 
job, they're lying, cheating, and stealing from the 
public and the public lands. All of Bush's and 
Reagan's heads of the Forest Service and Dept, of 
Agriculture, i.e., F. Dale Robertson, John Crowell, 
George Dunlop, Clayton Yuetter, and Ed 
Madigan, are criminals and should be thrown in 
jail. THE FOREST SERVICE IS AN OUTLAW 
AGENCY OPERATING OUT OF CONTROL. Let's 
get public servants who care about forest eco- 
systems and wildlife NOT timber profits. Let's 
free Smokey from his captors! Explode the myth 
of Smokey and the Freddies as stewards of the 
forest. Finally, it's not enough to oppose mining, 
grazing and commercial development on Na- 
tional Forest land. DEMAND fat budgets for 
acquiring and protecting critical areas outside 
the NF boundaries. Close sensitive locales to 
human entry. Connect habitat islands and keep 
machines and Freddie helicopters out. 

Plan an action in your area NOW. Get in 
touch if you want to hook up with others in your 
region. For an action packet with fact sheets, 
poster, Killing Roads tabloid, mask- and prop- 
making ideas, sample press releases, graphics, 
suggestions for planning a demo and how to do 
media work, and oodles of background info, 
write or 

call: EF! DAY OF OUTRAGE, PO Box 41 1233, San 
Francisco, CA 94141-1233, (415) 921-3578. 

GET OFF YOUR BUTTS, AND MAKE THIS 
MUIR DAY A KICK-ASS, FREDDIE-BUSTING, 
DAY OF ACTIONS! 


Turning it Up! In the San Juans 


By Abert The Squirrel 


"Earth First!... Profit Last!," we chanted as 
we took over Main Street, Durango. It was time to 
shock the residents of southwestern Colorado 
out of their comatose state and perhaps spark 
some Earth consciousness. 

WAKE UP! 

Coloradans have long looked the other way 
while the Forest Service and the timber industry 
have roaded, logged, and fragmented the wildest 
area in Colorado, the San Juans. Even worse, 


states that Grasshopper is the "last block" of 
virgin old growth forest on Missionary Ridge. 
Old-growth-dependent species such as the boreal 
and saw-whet owls, northern three-toed wood- 
pecker, pygmy nuthatch, western boreal toad, 
pine marten, and other ancient forest loving 
critters call this place home. The goshawk and 
the state-endangered lynx may also live in the 
proposed sale area. 

Carrying banners and signs, and a cross- 


stop the saws. We want no more of these," we 
said, pointing to the stump. 

After our visit with the District Ranger, 
we took to Main Street, Durango stopping 
traffic in the southbound lane as pedestrians 
looked on, dumbfounded. A few people on the 
sidewalk caught on real quick and joined in 
the march. 

Our next stop was the San Juan National 
Forest Supervisor's office where we were given 



Region 2 Forester Gary Cargill has stated 
that Colorado's forests can make up for 
the reduction in timber cutting in the V 
Northwest. *** 

Great! So, they've clearcut the an- 1 
cient forests of the East, stumbled over 
the Rockies leaving plenty of stumps, K 
trashed California, Oregon, and Wash- ™ 
ington, and now they're coming back to 8 
finish their work. ™ 

No way! 

The newly-formed San Juan EF! is 
building upon and working with the No 
Compromise Direct Action Campaign of an 
Ancient Forest Rescue to save the ancient H 
forest of Sandbench, not to mention all 
the ancient forests of Colorado. Orga- 
nized after a spiritual evening of Lone —• 
Wolf Circle's Deep Ecology Magic, San 
Juan EF! decided to skip the planning for 
the first meeting and just go out and K 
do an Action. 




Our demands 
were the same, "Not One More Tree," 
and we left after an empassioned ques- 
tion and answer session. 

Leaving the building, we were greeted 
by a banner which stated, "Stop the 
Rape of Missionary Ridge." Then it was 
back down Main Street to the park. 

San Juan EF! is alive and wild! That's 
because we have something worth 
fightingfor — the wild San Juans. This is 
one of the last remaining wild areas of 
considerable size in the Southwest that 
is suitable habitat for the 
reintroduction of the grizzly and wolf. 
The last known grizzly was believed 
killed in the South San Juan Wilderness 
at the headwaters of the Navajo River in 
1979. That's- only thirteen years ago! Wow! 
Griz in the San Juans! 


We focused our action upon the proposed 
Grasshopper Timber Sale, slated to be sold in 
1994. This sale is located atop Missionary Ridge 
some sixteen miles as the crow flies from 


section of a 300+ year old grandmother tree that 
was cut at Sandbench, we marched from a local 
park to the Animas Ranger District Office where 
the Grasshopper Sale is being administered. We 


San Juan EF!, along with Ancient Forest 
Rescue, invites all dedicated activists to come 
to the wild San Juans during the summer and 
fall of '92 to shut down the timber program in 


Durango along the southwestern border of the 
Weminuche Wilderness. Unfortunately, much 
of Missionary Ridge was devastated by logging 
during the 1960's and 70's. Because Engelmann 
spruce and subalpine fir do not regenerate well in 
clearcuts, many of these areas remain barren. 
Forest Service plans call for the construction of 5 
miles of roads into the East Animas Roadless Area 
(as identified during RARE II) and 1.5 miles of 
road reconstruction to access this sale. 

The Forest Service's own scoping document 


demanded to speak to the District Ranger as we 
dropped the stump on the front desk. 

"He's out to lunch," said his secretary. 

"We'll wait," we responded. 

"OK, I'll see if I can find him," whimpered 
his secretary. 

Soon District Ranger LaMay appeared. Our 
demands were simple. "Stop all analysis of Mis- 
sionary Ridge for a timber sale. If the area is sold, 
or for that matter if any ancient forest or roadless 
area is sold in your district, we will be there to 


the Greater San Juan Ecosystem. Come for the 
'92 RRR and then stay a few weeks. 

We cannot afford to lose anymore 
roadless areas and ancient forests if we expect 
the grizz, wolf, wolverine, and lynx to re- 
inhabit the San Juans. No holds barred! EF! 

To comment on the proposed Grasshop- 
per Timber Sale, please write: Theodore W. La 
May, Animas Ranger District, 701 Camino del 
Rio, Durango, CO 81302. To contact San Juan 
EF! write: POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302. 
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FS Exploits Insect "Infestation" in Blue Mts 


By Pine Marten and Wolverine 

The Blue Mountains of Eastern Washington 
and Oregon have been hit with insect infestation 
over the past several years. Many of the trees, 
primarily fir species, are dead or dying. Conse- 
quently the USFS, public officials, and industry 
spokespeople are offering salvage logging op- 
erations and bacterial pesticide use as "cures" to 
save the fragile health of these besieged forest 
ecosystems. Much public attention has been fo- 
cused by the media on the unhealthy plight of 
these forests and the "need" for more intensive 
management to rectify their critical health 
problems. 

However, field evaluations of these affected 
areas fail to validate further intensive manage- 
ment as a viable solution. These surveys did not 
find a dying forest on its way out due to natural 
"disaster" of insects and drought. They found a 
severely injured ecosystem due to mismanage- 
ment: logging and skid yarding policies which 
encouraged fir regeneration of formerly pine 
dominant forest, road building, fire suppression 
and cattle grazing. Soils of these areas are de- 
pleted, vegetation is sparse, no new healthy 
young seedlings other than juniper are evident in 
many areas. "Salvage" in the few remaining 
thickly forested areas which border these plan- 
tations would create a virtual monoculture of 
ponderosa pine and cattle grazing areas, heading 
towards eventual juniper and grassland takeover 
in some places. The skid yarding leaves com- 
pacted soils and chums rocks up to the surface 
leaving deep furrowed ruts seemingly every- 
where. 

Despite Forest Service hype about the epi- 
demic level of this infestation and the need to 
take drastic measures, their own scientists report 
that these naturally occurring insects have a 
whole host of natural predators and are subject to 
natural conditions that often prevent a local 
infestation from becoming widespread. USFS 
studies have found that some even badly defo- 
liated trees (up to 90% defoliated) have survived, 
becoming more resistant to future infestations, 
and that natural regeneration in an uncontrolled 
infested wilderness area was as much as 60%. 

In most of the salvage sale areas the bug 
infestations appear to have done their worst; 
thinning out the too crowded thickets, leaving 
healthy multiple-aged pine and some old growth 
firs (to reseed?). As the dead firs fall and de- 
compose they will add much-needed nutrients to 
the forest floor and allow room for new seedlings 
to replace them, continuing the slow natural 
process of forest recovery. In the interim, these 
dead trees provide much needed cover/habitat 
for wildlife, as well as prevent erosion, prevent 
sun depletion of shade dependent forest-soil 
micro organisms, and due to their dense nature 
are a deterent to the destructive grazing of cows. 
By offering habitat and sustenance to woodpeck- 
ers and other predators of infesting insects, they 
help keep viable one of the few natural solutions 
to the current infestations; helping predator 
populations remain healthy and growing. Other 
natural solutions are climatic fluctuations (such 
as a late or unexpected freeze), wasps and other 
insect predators, depletion of food supply, and 
natural fires. 

Having been soundly defeated by strong 
rural opposition in past attempts to use toxic 
chemical pesticides in Oregon forests , the US 
Forest Service is now planning to reduce the 
damage caused by spruce budworm, Douglas fir 
tussock moth and other naturally occurring in- 
sects in Eastern Oregon and Washington forests 
by using the less widely know microbial insecti- 
cide known at "Bt" (Bacillus thuringiensis). Bt. is 
a bacteria that is claimed to affect only the larvae 
of lepidopterous insects — i.e., all moths and but- 
terflies. Although Bt. is touted as "environmen- 
tally safe" to use in sensitive areas and as of 
"negligible" toxicity to fish, birds and mammals, 
the Forest Service itself admits that "concern for 
environmental safety continues to stimulate 
work on other biological agents." (p 31, sec 4.3.1, 
"Western Spruce Budworm and Forest Manage- 
ment Planning," USDA Forest Service Technical 


Bulletin No. 1696). 

Bt. kills all species of moths and butterflies; 
it is not known how to control it from spreading 
to other parts of the forest. Extinction of 
sub-species or regional or local populations of 
different species of moths and butterflies due to 
the use of Bt. is possible, also affecting their 
predators (such as the rare pileated woodpecker 
and threatened bats through deprivation of food 
sources) and the whole delicate balance of the 
ecological food 
chain. 

As to the 
claim that these 
areas need to be 
thinned to pre- 
vent the occur- 
rence of "cata- 
strophic" fire, 
whether caused 
by lightning or 
humans: most 
of these forests 
are fragmented 
and not very 
large in acreage. 

Firebreaks of 
currently used 
FS roads and 
abandoned log- 
ging roads 
abound, as well 
as large pine 


plantations without much ground cover to serve 
as fuel for further spreading the fire. Fluctuating 
wind currents, the natural geographic barriers of 
the land; creeks, bogs, marshes, rock outcrops, 
steep slopes, and cliffs preclude most potential 
for a truly catastrophic fire. And if the FS were 
genuinely interested in preventing such an oc- 
currence, perhaps they could begin with the 
cleanup and removal of the many gathered piles 

continued on pate 12 
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Canebrake EF! 


continued from page 6 

Atlantic Ocean and set it free. A wonderful 
concept but hey, Sea World, come on, get real! 

Tlie Busch Entertainment Corporation also 
sent their chief BSer to Busch Gardens to inform 
the media of all the knowledge Sea World has 
gained from keeping orcas captive. Right! They 
now know that whales' pregnancies are 17 
months long, not 12. For this knowledge 19 orcas 
have died. We wonder if they could have learned 
this by watching wild orcas. But hey, what do we 
know. According to Mr. Frank Murru, chief of 
slick talk, "those" people are just "naive and 
uninformed." Jacques Cousteau is opposed to 
keeping any sea mammals in captivity for any 
reason. He must be uninformed! Dr. Paul Spong, 
scientist and orca expert, has stated that dis- 
playing these animals in small tanks and having 
them perform circus tricks is wrong. I guess he 
must be uninformed. Ric O'Barry, recipient of 
UN Environmental awards and former marine 
mammal trainer, is totally opposed to marine 
mammal captivity. The list goes on. Mr. Murru 
must have borrowed a set of blinders from the 
Budweiser Clydesdales. 

Sea World did everything it could to scare us 
off. They spent thousands of dollars in extra 
armed security, off-duty Florida Highway Patrol, 
Orange County Sheriffs Deputies, and retired law 
enforcement officers in unmarked, leased ve- 
hicles. If you would have seen them following us 
you would have thought you were in a bad spy 
flick. Very amusing. They videotaped us all day 
and must have taken hundreds of stills with their 
telephoto lenses. So James Bondish. 

They threatened us with arrest for trespass- 
ing on what we were convinced was public right- 
of-way. (We will be sure next time.) Actually, the 
threat of arrest made us move to what turned out 
to be a better location where we were able to 
distribute our literature to all those unsuspecting 
tourists as they headed for a day at "the marine 
abusement park." Ah! The old twist of fate. 

For a first action, from a little known group, 
this was a big success. The only arrest was a traffic 
citation for Ric O'Barry for a broken turn signal 
light. Hell, they followed him around all day. It 
was only after three hours they came up with that 
observation. 

A current controversy concerning Sea World 
is their custody of the orca, Tillicum, who killed 


histrainer when the trainer fell into the orca's 
pool last year at Canada's Sealand. Tillicum was 
sent to Sea World/Orlando for emergency treat- 
ment of injuries he later sustained when he 
smashed himself against the sides of a holding 
tank only two feet longer than his body — injuries 
that should have been avoided altogether and 
likely could have been treated in Canada. Sea 
World was getting enough bad publicity from 
Tillicum's recent arrival at their facility. The last 
thing they wanted to see was a group of dem- 
onstrators at their front gates. 

No matter what Frank Murru and all these 
other "mouthpieces" say, the imprisonment of 
these fantastic animals is wrong. To take crea- 
tures who can swim up to 100 miles a day in the 
wild and place them in tanks half the size of a 
football field is immoral. To force them to do 
demeaning tricks for human amusement does 
nothing to teach humans about these animals' 
complex environment. It does not teach people 
to fight for wilderness habitat. It only says that it 
is ok to cage wild animals. Exploitation for 
corporate gain, pure and simple. 

When Sea World obtained Tillicum, the 
national Marine Fisheries Service placed special 
conditions on the temporary import and indi- 
cated that releasing the animal is an option if the 
public permit to display is denied. The Service has 
granted 99.4% of all public display/scientific re- 
search permits for cetaceans since 1972. Hmm! 
Do you think they lean one way? A sad com- 
mentary, indeed. 

We now need to mount a campaign to make 
the first release of a captive orca under these 
Marine Fisheries Service provisions become re- 
ality. Tillicum has suffered enough. Sea World 
has a poor track record for keeping orcas alive. 
Tillicum should be returned to his rightful home, 
the open seas. 

We need letters, and lots of them, sent to: 
John Twiss, Executive Director, Marine Mammal 
Commission, 1825 Connecticut Ave NW, Suite 
512, Washington, DC 20009. Ask that their 
office not grant Sea World a permit to place 
Tillicum on public display. He needs to return 
home. This can be a first step towards the release 
of all captive sea mammals. 

And think about how these animals suffer 
the next time you're thinking about popping 
open a cold Bud. Reach for another brand of 
brew. 




Forests in eastern Washington and Oregon are being butchered faster 
than ever — unique stands Of ancient ponderosa pine now exist in tiny 
pockets, where once they were the dominant tree species. This year, a 
chance to protect the remaining wild stands with legislation (Ancient Forest 
Protection Act H.R. 842) is before Congress, but a huge problem exists. 
Timber slave Tom Foley, the wishy washy, ineffective Speaker of the House, 
has enough clout to protect the special interests of the eastern Washington 
tree killing industry. He has vowed not to support any protection for these 
dying forests. Since Plum Creek and Boise Cascade have cut over their stolen 
timber lands, they want to finish off the job by roading and clearcutting the 
rest of the National Forests; and Foley is happy to appease them. Misman- 
agement of the Colville, Wallowa- Whitman, Umatilla, Malheur, and east- 
ern Okanogan National Forests have left them reeling with insect and 
noxious weed invasions, destroyed watersheds, overgrazed meadows- 
turned- cow pastures, eroded streambanks, and extreme fuel buildup from 
fire suppression. 

The obvious solution is to keep out of the remaining intact forest and 
put the timber industry/forest service to work restoring the mess they have 
created. But Foley must owe too many favors to industry to use common 
sense — he supports business as usual. Activists in eastern Washington and 
Oregon are looking for ideas to change his mind; one idea was to start a 
campaign to 'De-Foley-ate Congress, Not our Forests', a slogan that would 
look good on billboards in Tom's home town of Spokane. Of course 
everyone should write the Speaker asking him to change his mind, but even 
the mainstream enviro groups believe that we need to be hard-hitting and 
create lots of noise about Foley's sellout to the special timber interests. Send 
your good ideas, or put them into action yourself. The next two months will 
determine whether the 'eastside' forests will gain protection — or whether 
the avarice of the 73 timber sales planned for the Colville National Forest in 
1992 will cut the final swath through the heart of an ancient ecosystem. 
Source— De-foley-ate-Congress, Box 223 , Republic, WA99166 



Court Showdown 


Stripmining in the forests of 
eastern Oregon and Washington 
continues unchecked. The disap- 
pearance of most remaining eastern 
ancient forests is inevitable if cur- 
rent cutting rates continue. In 
Oregon's Winema National Forest 
(near Klamath Falls) a showdown 
looms which could turn the tide for 
the embattled east side. Last No- 
vember, Pacific Northwest Regional 
Forester Richard Ferraro upheld an 
appeal filed by the Eugene-based 
Forest Conservation Council chal- 
lenging a Forest Service plan to pre- 
serve 24,452 acres of ancient forest 
and open more than 100,000 acres 
of old growth for liquidation. 

Ferraro ruled that the FS did not 
adequately consider the proposed 
amendment's environmental con- 
sequences, and directed the 
Winema supervisor to conduct 
"additional analysis" before a new 
decision be issued. 

Conservationists hailed the 
ruling, claiming it validated con- 
cerns raised in their appeal. They 
interpreted the ruling to mean that 
the Winema must now prepare a 
new Environmental Impact State- 
ment (EIS) before any old-growth 
logging, to determine how much 
should be set aside and where to 
locate reserves. Natural Resources 
Defense Council (NRDC) senior at- 
torney David Edelson argued an EIS 
was legally required for at least three 
reasons: The EIS accompanying the 
original Winema Forest Plan failed 
to take a "hard look" at impacts of 
logging on old-growth-associated 
species; a recently completed old 
growth inventory demonstrated 
the existence of far less old growth 
on the Winema than was assumed 
in the forest plan; and because de- 
termining where old growth re- 
serves are located will have signifi- 
cant environmental impacts that 
must also be addressed. 


Unfortunately, the current FS 
Winema old growth reserves re- 
semble a popularity contest more 
than clear thinking, demonstrating 
a "musuem mentality" rather than 
a commitment to protect a dynamic 
living ecosystem. The FS, for ex- 
ample, has ignored Crater Lake 
National Park Superintendent Rob- 
ert E. Benton's recommendation to 
preserve old growth linkages and 
corridors along the boundary be- 
tween the Winema NF and the park 
to support the park's ecosystem. 
Also ignored was a US Fish and 
Wildlife Service recommendation 
to protect important perching, 
nesting and roosting habitat for the 
bald eagle, an endangered species. 

Conservationists have pro- 
posed an ecologically sound alter- 
native plan for a Winema ancient 
forest reserve system, based in part 
on the FS's own data. The FS has 
expressed no interest in the plan, 
however, and a showdown in court 
appears inevitable. Indications are 
that the Winema supervisor plans a 
"quick fix" to keep the big trees 
falling. If this happens, NRDC 
plans litigation to protect old 
growth values as required by law. 
The Winema old growth plan was 
based on the same model used on 
other eastside forests, making this 
showdown important across the 
region. 

The case has also raised a bigger 
question, one that clearly goes be- 
yond jobs and board feet: whether 
or not a technologically advanced 
society can, in the face of intense 
short-term economic pressures, ex- 
ercise the simple restraint needed to 
safeguard a national heritage. The 
epic struggle currently underway 
for these last great stands could be 
our last chance to ensure a legacy 
worthy of the hopes and dreams of 
forests and humans to come. 


Blue Mts, cont 


continued from page 1 1 

of dead trees from thinning opera- 
tions, which abound thoughout its 
"man-aged" tree farms. 

The Blue Mountains derive 
their name from the pall of smoke 
which frequently hung over these 
mountains from the many natu- 
rally occuring fires which swept 
through its forests. As an ecosys- 
tem, it evolved with fire as a nec- 
essary and active part of its natural 
processes; thinning crowded areas, 
removing weaker trees, keeping fir 
populations down, leaving more 
fire and disease resistant pines, as 
well as keeping the lower ground 
vegetation and needle duff layer 
thinned and healthy. As such, if 
one or a few of these dense dying 
thickets were to catch fire and 
"crown out" the forest would find 
natural ways to regenerate. Even 
within the densest of these areas, 
there are small openings and large 
fire-resistant old growth pines 
which have survived centuries of 
occasional fires and may do so yet 
again. 

Given the past record of mis- 
management by the USFS, and the 
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current precarious state of forest 
health, the entire sham of saving 
the forest through salvage logging 
and insecticide use needs to be ex- 
posed, opposed and stopped as the 
USFS/industry /government hoax it 
is, lest we lose another ecosystem to 
the insatiable greed for profits. An 
appeal of Bt. spraying in Oregon's 
Umatilla Forest by the Oregon 
Natural Resource Council is now 
pending. Please write opposing its 
use to John Butruille, Regional for- 
ester, Pacific NW Region, USDA 
Forest Service, 319 SW Pine, POBox 
3623, Portland, Oregon 97208 and 
Lyle Jensen, James Lawrence, USFS- 
Umatilla NF, 2517 SW Hailey Ave, 
Pendelton, Oregon 97801. 

Please help by spreading the 
word, writing letters to your con- 
gressional representatives, the USFS 
and your local papers. Also, contact 
the Blue Mountain Biodiversity 
Project HCR-82, Fossil, OR 9 7830 or 
forest groups in your local area to 
offer further help. Thank you, for 
the Earth. 


Break the Mirror 


In the morning 
After taking cold shower 
— What a mistake — 

I look at the mirror. 

There, a funny guy, 

Grey hair, white beard, wrinkled skin 
— What a pity — 

Poor, dirty, old man! 

He is not me, absolutely not. 

Land and life 
Fishing in the ocean 
Sleeping in the desert with stars 
Building a shelter in mountains 
Farming the ancient way 
Singing with coyotes 
Singing against nuclear war — 

I'll never be tired of life. 

Now I'm seventeen years old, 

Very charming young man. 

I sit down quietly in lotus position, 
Meditating, meditating for nothing. 
Suddenly a voice comes to me: 

"To stay young, 

To save the world, 



Break the mirror. " 


— By Nanao Sakah 

Excerpted from: Break the Mirror, (c) 1987 Reprinted by permission of North Point Press 




Protection for Oregon's High Desert 


By Rabinowitz 

In the Oregon high desert 
roam pronghorn antelope, mule 
deer, bighorn sheep, bald eagles, 
hawks, peregrine falcons, waterfowl 
and some species of fish so rare they 
are found only in one particular 
place. So do cows and cars, logging 
and mining outfits and obnoxious 
politicians. To control the damage 
of these latter residents, a propsal 
called the Oregon High Desert Pro- 
tection Act has been introduced 
into Congress. It would accom- 
plish the following: 

— Remove livestock from all public 
lands designated as National Park, 
National Preserve, National Monu- 
ment, Wilderness Area, Wildlife 
Refuge and Wild and Scenic River 


^ ■ 





by this legislation. 

— Establish a 500,000 acre Steens 
Mountain National Park and an 
adjoining 523,000 acre National 
Preserve to be managed exactly like 
a National Park except that hunting 
would be allowed. 

— Establish the Jordan Craters, the 
Fort Rock Lava Beds and the Lost 
Forest National Monuments, trans- 
ferring 195,330 acres from the Bu- 
reau of Land Management to the 
National Park Service. 

— Preserve 5,064,086 acres of BLM 
lands in 47 protected wilderness 
areas. 

— Add 835 miles of rivers and 


Scenic Rivers system. 

— Establish a 57,500 acre Lake 
Albert Wildlife Refuge to protect 
critical habitat for over 500,000 
shorebirds. 

— Transfer 97,686 acres of the criti- 
cal Warner Lakes wetlands to the 
Fish and Wildlife Service to be man- 
aged as part of the Hart Mt. National 
Wildlife Refuge. 

— Direct the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, BLM, Forest Service and 
National Park Service to establish 
additional National Recreation 
Trails. 

For all its scope, planning and 
good intentions, this Act would still 
allow existing, unlimited access to 
over 19 million acres of Oregon 
"rangeland" for the 
din, stench and 
x plops of continued 

J livestock grazing, 

y/ mining, geother- 

. mal and oil and gas 

\p/ development, off- 

fL/' road vehicle and 

■ \ other motorized 

"recreation" and 
su/a developmental 

land uses. De- 
spite the fact that 
the area proposed 
for protection is less 
than half that left 
for despoiling (not 
to mention all the land taken up by 
towns, cities, farming, National 
Forest abuse, etc.), opposition has 
already started among the political/ 
economic powers and pawns these 
destructive interests encompass. Al- 
ternative bills and propaganda are 
being waged over the fate of the 
Steens Mountain area, the center- 
piece of the Oregon High Desert 
Protection Act. 

Notorious Oregon Representa- 
tive Bob Smith has teamed up with 
equally notorious Oregon Senators 
Mark Hatfield and Bob Packwood to 
introduce bills in Congress to create 
a Steens Mountain National Con- 




Hatfield-PackwoodConservation 
Area proposal leaves out the Alvord 
Desert altogether. Together the 
Steens and Alvord comprise the in- 
tegrated basin and range ecosys- 
tem. Saving one without the other 
is like saving your fingers without 
your hand. 

The designation may look 
good on paper, but it is virtually 
meaningless for the protection of 
the land since Congress never gave 
BLM any direction on how to man- 
age Conservation Areas. The status 
quo for the benefit of livestock graz- 
ing, mining, geothermal and other 
extractive industries would be 
maintained. 

Although livestock grazing has 
been banned in some token sensi- 
tive areas, the legacy of deteriora- 
tion continues in the Steens, with a 
few tenacious ranching operations, 
corporations and "the fancy rich 
looking for a good tax write-off." 
And as you all probably know, we 
support this destruction with our 
taxes. The government takes in 
only 30 cents from ranchers for ev- 
ery dollar they spend administering 
the grazing on public lands. 

In 1971 BLM designated the 
Steens Mountain Recreation Lands, 
supposedly to protect it. Now, 
twenty years later, the land is in as 
bad or worse shape. Cattle grazing, 
though the most pervasive, is only 
one of the ecological atrocities BLM 
allows in the area. 

More than 65,000 mining 
claims have been filed in recent 
years in southeastern Oregon, with 
several on the Steens. Most of the 
claims are by out-of-state gold com- 
panies operating cyanide heap 
leach mining. 

Last year, BLM tried to open 
the High Steens to snowmobiles 
despite their own regulations clos- 
ing the area due to its sensitive na- 
ture. Conservationists succeeded in 
keeping the area closed tempo- 
rarily. 


velopers to tap the geothermal re- 
serves below the Alvord desert — 
probably the reason the desert was 
left out of the Conservation Area 
proposal. There has already been 
test drilling at the south end of 
Borax Lake, home of the endan- 
gered Borax Lake chub. Geother- 
mal development means the haz- 
ards of deadly gas ventings and 
water table contaminations with a 
long list of poisons brought un- 
naturally to higher levels. We might 
as well kiss the endangered fish, 
other aquatic life and nearby veg- 
etation goodbye if we let the drill- 
ing start. 

But the point is, we're not go- 
ing to let all this happen! We need 
your help now to protect Oregon's 
high desert ecosystems. The first 
steps are easy, and even fun, as out- 
lined below. If they just prime you 
for more, then get on the Oregon 
Natural Desert Association's mail- 
ing list and ask for further notice of 
actions needing to be taken. And/or 
take some creative, well thought 
out action yourself. Demonstrate 
against BLM. Combine a visit to the 
area with some public education. 
The Oregon Natural Desert Associa- 
tion has some brochures that could 
help. They could also use money 
and volunteers. 

At least do the following. 

1) Visit the Oregon High Desert. 
Take some friends. Take pictures. 
Write about what you have seen. 
Tell others about it. 

2) Write a letter to your local news- 
paper. 

3) Write a letter to your representa- 
tives in Congress in support of the 
Oregon High Desert Protection Act. 
Be sure to mention any areas that 
you have visited. 

For more information write to the 
Oregon Natural Desert Associa- 
tion, 1005 NW Newport, Bend, OR, 
97701 or call (503) 385-6908. 


streams to the National Wild and servation Area. Significantly, the 


BLM plans to allow energy de- 


Eco-Mumblings by Abe 


By Abe Ringel 

Environmental Awareness. 

At a ceremony in the Great Dis- 
mal Swamp in Virginia, Vice Presi- 
dent, J. Danforth Quayle launched 
the flagship program of the Agency 


vanish." 

The ceremony concluded with 
the Vice President's symbolically 
laying down a square yard of 



back on its feet. Them tourists gotta 
bring lotsa golf clubs 'n go-carts 'n 
jes start puttin' away. Hoooey 
damn!" 


servicewomen and servicemen. 
The General has been in the fore- 
front of a multinational effort to 
save the vast rainforests of Kuwait 


for American Environmental 
Awareness and Economic Progress. 

The Vice President said, "We 
need to get more citizens off their 
couches and out into Nature. To 
that end, I am naming the program 
"Dry the Wetlands." 

I and my lovely partner, Mrs. J. 
Danforth Quayle, adore the out- 
doors. Mrs. Quayle enjoys pic- 
nicking on the White House lawn 
while I enjoy playing tennis and 
pitching horseshoes. But I see no 
reason for decent Americans to be 
attacked by hordes of mosquitoes, 
probably imported from foreign 
countries. If we can convince 
people that America's outdoors can 
be comfortable and fun, our envi- 


astroturf as the beginning of a 
project to pave over the Great Dis- 
mal Swamp, what the Vice Presi- 
dent termed "a miasmic effluvium 
of mud, disease, pestilence, and 
mosquitoes that serves naught but 
to discourage Americans and yen- 
laden tourists from becoming 
happy campers." 

The Virginia Lawn Contractors 
Association spokesperson later an- 
nounced that they had been 
awarded a contract by the Bureau of 
Land Management to cover the en- 
tire "Great Dismal" with nature- 
inspired hues of astroturf. She em- 
phasized that the job would be com- 
pleted by "late spring, just in time to 
get ridda alia them pesky bitin' 


Enviromento — Public Health.. 

In a long-awaited move, the 
White House announced the ap- 
pointment of General Norman 
"Stormin' Norman" Schwarzkopf 
as America's next Surgeon General. 

White House Press Secretary 
Marlon Fitzwater read the following 
statement to the assembled White 
House Press Corps: 

"General Schwarzkopf has 
had an impressive career in medi- 
cine, surgery, environmental 
health, and labor relations The 
General pioneered the use and per- 
fection of the airborne surgical 
strike, successfully saving the lives 
of dozens of brave American 


and Saudi Arabia, which comprise 
the last remaining habitat of the 
Kuwaiti and Saudi families' stables 
of racing camels. The internation- 
ally-lauded peace mission known 
as Desert Storm led Kuwaiti citizens 
and noncitizens of all races and 
sexes to switch to open oilwell fires 
for cooking. Previously they had 
relied for fuel almost exclusively on 
ancient rainforest trees. 

Thus, President Bush and 
his partner, Barbara, take great 
pride in announcing the appoint- 
ment of General Schwarzkopf to 
head the US Public Health Service 
as the Surgeon General of the 
United States of America." 


ronmental problems would quickly bugs, and get the local economy 



Our Pals in Prison 


by Karen Pickett 

Peg Millet, of the Arizona 5, began serving her three 
year sentence on October 3, 1 991 . After 3 weeks in the 
extremely overcrowded county jail, essentially a holding 
facility, she was transferred to a federal prison just north of 
Phoenix, where she remains. Reprinted here is a letter Peg 
wrote to reply to those asking about her that she couldn't 
respond to personally. So I will leave it to her to tell you all 
how she's doing. Itwas written in January, but her situation 
remains much the same with a few exceptions which I will 
explain. 

I hear from both Peg and Mark Davis on about a 
weekly basis. To say they have their ups and downs is an 
understatement (We are talking prison, after all...), but I 
think that both, in their own ways, have been coping fairly 
well both physically and psychically. Usually when they 
call they are in pretty good spirits and hungry for news of 
"what's happening out there. "Here is the text of Peg's letter: 


1-2-92 crescent moon waning 
Greetings from Club Fed, 

Happy New Year! 

Your cards and letters are treasured. Mail call 
is a maj or blessing and reminder of all the support 
and love available to me. I am very grateful. I'm 
writing this to send to all of you who have written 
if I know you or not.... Thank You!! Your 
thoughts and prayers help sustain me here. 

After being in the Maracopa County jail for 
three weeks, this place was a welcome change. 
When I was transferred here Use and I were 
reunited for a week before she left to go home and 
do 5 years probation. Part of her conditions are 
not to associate in any way with any of the rest of 
us: Marc, Mark, or myself. We had an intense 
communion and reaffirmed our commitments to 
our spiritual paths and our friendship. Then she 
left. My grief was intense with the realization I 
may be here for a long time. I'm still processing 
that grief. Confinement certainly doesn't suit 
me. 


A- 

c 


Thanksgiving and Christmas are behind me 
now and I'm eternally gratgful for that. The 
' Solstice whs powerful for m^r-There were people 
up at Red Butte continuing the resistance and 
dancing for healing as we had for^the past four 
years. I sang with them from here: 

MeanwhyiFTTh settlihg into are m i'rison) 
approachingit as a kind of monastic experience,- 


1 


At fitst 1 was assigned to work outside where all us 
inmates go before being officially designated to a 
"job." My task was to rake dirt and rocks on the 
10 acre compound. This suited my meditative 
sensibilities, out in the cool air of a Sonoran 
desert winter, the myriad birds chatting; flitting 
about. Thrashers, cactus wrens, doves, Gila 
woodpeckers, mockingbirds, sparrows and fly- 
catchers, and a pair o£_j£diail_jTawks. It was 
pleasant doing the Zen of RakingT^Ve worked 
only a few hours a day, giving me time to read and 
write, and walk around the track and sun myself; 
visit with the diverse women who are my com- 
panions. Well, I was rudely awakened to find my 
"assignment" is in the kitchen. My "cop outs" (a 
cop out is a request form to staff members) went 
to a "Lands out" job so I could rake my way to 
enlightenment. Maybe my lesson is to learn to 
confront these authorities without fear and re- 
sentment. I'm not invisible anymore. We live in 
a fish bowl here. There is no privacy. I have to 
stay in the food service for three months and 
then, it 1 petition, they'll move me. They won't 
budge otherwise unles s it's a po litical deal. This 
place is described i ffTT^XTewisCT foe Screwtape 
/{Letters as hell; it fits'perfectly. His book has 
Jielped me adjust to this place and put things in 
perspective. > My days are filled andAnisy now 
with projects and work and school. I enrolled in 
a computer technology school that lasts 10 
months and hope I'm not here to graduate. I will 
learn to type, become computer literate and use 
different programs such as: data base, spread 
sheets, word processors and graphics. It's a pro- 
cess I look forward to and a gift I wouldn't give 
myself if I were free to be my gypsy, songster self. 
So I'm at school 5 days a week from 8 am to 1 1 am 
and work 5 days a week, 3 days in the afternoon 
and 2 days in the morning — 12-6 pm or 6-12 
noon. The kitchen is the worst. I mop floors amid 
an incredibly dim enclosure under fluorescent 


U 
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Here is a letter from Marc Baker that was forwarded to us. 
It was written while he was serving his six month prison 
sentnce. He is now serving five years probation. 

Dear friends, 

I read your last newsletter discovering, 
among other findings, my name mentioned 
along with those of other defendants in the AZ- 
5 trial. I feel as if you expressed some degree of 
compassion for all of us, so I decided to recom- 
pense your kindness by sharing a few of my 
thoughts and experiences. I might add as an 
introductory note that, until recently, I knew 
very little about EF! 

During our sentencing, I was ordered by the 
judge to abstain from joining any groups that 
promote "monkeywrenching." Now I know 
from reading the newspapers and from listening 
to some of the malicious verbiage suggested by 
the federal attorneys that Earth First! was 
somehow implicated during our trial proceed- 
ings. (I could not help but notice the EF! logo on 
the newsletter you so thoughtfully sent to me as 
I was sitting in the Gila County jail craving 
reading material.) Because of the warning from 
the judge and from the disdainful manner the 
prosecution reproached your organization, I felt 
suspiciously that you were perhaps attempting 
to poison my seduceable mind with distorted 
rhetoric. Owing to my vague suspicion, I care- 
fully scoured your newsletter for hidden lures 
and subversive undertows. After a thorough 
investigation (this word seemed appropriate), I 
was relieved to find not a whit of anti-American 
anarchist propaganda (nor were there any pro- 
monkey- wrenchisms). In contrast, what I did 
find was a sincere, rational expression of con- 
cern for our environment, valuable informa- 
tion, and helpful suggestions as to how we might 
ethically and legally attempt to ensure habitat 
conservation and/or restoration. In additon to 
reading your newsletter, I have, on occasion, 


discussed environmental matters with a number 
of individuals who had some affiliation, one way 
or another, with EF! From these encounters, I 
have in memory only recollections of unselfish, 
intelligent conversation, except for an occa- 
sional element of tasteful humor. Initially, it was 
an enigma to me that the US government would 
harass a loose-knit group of non-violent, well- 
meaning citizens. After some thought I have 
come to realize that the government was using 
the "monkeywrenching" theme, along with our 
buffoonery, to attack EF! during the trial, the 
government waged an unprovoked, belligerent, 
at times psychotic, assault on EF!. If a repression 
of "monkeywrenching" was not their main ob- 
jective, one might ask why did the US govern- 
ment fear a nonviolent organization such as EF!? 
Very simple — because EF! had been successful in 
many attempts to effect change. I am certainly 
not the first person to suggest this underlying fear 
of the US government. In fact, if I may risk a 
profound understatement, it is probably an in- 
herent fear of most governments. To illustrate, 
take for example this passage written 300 years 
ago by Fernandez de Villalobos about the 
oppresive Spanish reign over much of our New 
World: 

"The minister who does these things (nu- 
merous corrupt, oppressive activities), my lord, 
clearly will be guided not by reason but by his 
own convenience, and therefore he will surround 
himself with individuals who will advance his 
interests; and will encourage these men (his sub- 
ordinates or assistants) to commit excesses, 
while he will always persecute and humiliate the 
just and virtuous, for these are the only ones he 
fears." translated by Benjamin Keen (ed) 1 986 Latin 
American Civization. Westview Press, Boulder, Co. 

continued on page 28 


Earth First! Angelic Choir Meets the 
God Squad in Portland 


By Toffer The Tailed Frog 



"Save the Forest Before We All Croak." 

This was my message when, dressed as 
"Toffer the Tailed Frog" (an old-growth-Dou- 
glas-fir dependent species), I joined over a thou- 
sand other human and non-human protestors at 
a Rally for Endangered Ecosystems at Pioneer 
Courthouse Square in Portland, Oregon at the 
close of the God Squad hearings, Wednesday, 
January 29. 

Our immediate concern was stopping the 
God Squad Fraud that threatens to permit har- 
vest on 44 Bureau of Land Management timber 
sales which violate the Endangered Species Act. 
US Senate candidate Harry Lonsdale offered to 
lead a march to Coos Bay to protest the log 
exports that are one of the real causes of timber 
industry job losses, and Karen Wood promised 
that if legal avenues fail to protect critical re- 
serves of biological diversity and "unlisted" 
spotted owl habitat such as the Canyon Roadless 


Area in the Kalmiopsis (slated for cutting this 
year), Earth First!ers (not to mention tailed frogs) 
will put their bodies between the chainsaws and 
trees. 

We marched from Pioneer Courthouse 
Square to another part of town to serenade the 
God Squad, who are rumored to be tone-deaf 
anyway, preferring the music of chainsaws to the 
music of trees, streams, owls and tailed frogs. 
Earth First! took up a collection to send the God 
Squad to Music School, with lessons by the Earth 
First! Angelic Choir from Hell. 

Write letters urging the God Squad to har- 
monize with the Endangered Species Act and the 
rest of the planet: The God Squad, 1849 C Street 
NW, Washington, DC 20240. 

Contributions to the Angelic Choir from 
Hell can be sent to Earth First! Stumpfrogs POB 
10384 Eugene, OR 97440 and Stumptown EF! 
POB 13765, Portland, OR 97213. 


Photo by Junior Robertson 
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Humanism, Emotions & Environmental Activism 


By Charles Sullivan 

In the lexicon of front line environmental 
activism, several themes and stereotypes recur. 
Foremost among them is the charge of emo- 
tionalism. In a male- dominated culture, such 
charges carry the inference of irrationality, fa- 
naticism, of one's being uninformed. The 
dominant cultural paradigm fails to consider 
the value of emotions as necessary to maintain 
mental and spiritual health, as having long term 
survival value. We live in a society that has 
deliberately divorced itself from its feelings, a 
culture that has sanitized its inexhaustible ca- 
pacity for destruction through the skillful ma- 
nipulation of language. Modern western culture 
operates under the erroneous assumption that 
by altering language, we can also alter reality; 
however, in doing so, we only deny truth and 
mire ourselves in a labyrinth of self-deception, 
further exacerbating our separation from life's 


We live in a society that 
has deliberately 
divorced itself from its 
feelings , a culture that has 
sanitized its inexhaustible 
desire for destruction 
through the skillful 
manipulation of language 


intricate web. Like an addict in the violent 
throes of self denial, we deepen the current 
ecological crisis. 

One trenchant example of how sterile lan- 
guage desensitizes us is the collection of euphe- 
misms used by foresters to describe clearcutting. 
Terms like "regeneration harvest" or "group 
selection" conceal the ugly truth behind the 
devastation, the violent contempt of the earth 
that is taking place on a global scale. By abusing 
language in a similar manner one might as 
easily refer to a rape victim as an "involuntary 
sperm recipient." The victim's view is likely to 
be very different. Let us not deceive ourselves 
into believing that hiding reality behind loaded 
language will protect us from the consequences 
of our own actions. 

As humankind denies its emotional at- 
tachment to the land, we reject our ancestral 
biology. We recant our organic wholeness, our 
kinship with other life forms. We open ourselves 
to rationalizations that justify our plunder of 
the very planetary processes that have made life 
possible for us. We bitterly renounce our ani- 
mal place in the intricate dance of evolution 
and arrogantly proclaim ourselves as the crown 
jewel of creation, what Thoreau correctly re- 
ferred to as "man worship." And we do it at a 
terrific price. 

In a poignant illustration of these allega- 
tions, I have been intimately involved in an 
emotionally charged, bitterly contested effort 
to save a 1,709 acre watershed in Hagerstown, 
Maryland, from being clearcut over a fifty year 
period. The current Forest Resource Manage- 
ment Plan (to use the Maryland Dept, of Natu- 
ral Resources' bogus terminology) was drafted 
and approved by well-schooled foresters within 
the MDNR. Those of us who have doggedly 
opposed the plan have recently exhausted the 
legal process in defense of natural forests and 
native biodiversity, and now must move into 
the arena of civil disobedience. So be it. 

Virtually the entire watershed is scheduled 
ito be clearcut. The MDNR has not prepared an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), despite 
the fact that a Heritage biologist, Daniel Boone, 
has identified an endangered species of grass: 
black-fruited mountain rice in the first clearcut 
compartment. 

A battery of private citizens armed with an 


extensively documented array of scientific expertise 
testified against the proposed clearcut. Despite their 
impassioned, eloquent and well-informed testi- 
mony, we lost the decision by a 5-0 vote. Those who 
argued for forest preservation outnumbered those 
in favor of clearcutting (only state foresters and 
local politicians) by a ratio of twenty to one or more. 

It is evident that momentous decisions affect- 
ing ecosystems are being made by ecological illiter- 
ates, by inane politicians who fail to comprehend 
even the most fundamental concepts of ecology. 
Preposterous blunders are being committed by edu- 
cated people who fail to appreciate the difference 
between the disciplines of ecology and forestry. 

One of the most powerful and effective weap- 
ons front-line activists have in their growing arsenal 
of life-preserving tools is the emergence of the 
science of Conservation Biology. However, even 
with an immense body of scientific evidence to 
support our arguments in favor. of native 
biodiversity, the issue of being heard and taken 
seriously remains problematic. As Thoreau said: "It 
takes two to speak the truth: one to speak and one 
to hear." 

In assessing the proposed clearcut, Hagerstown 
city officials exclusively sought the advice of pro- 
fessional foresters from within the MDNR and the 
Forest Service: both agencies are tree cutting experts — 
timber managers. The objective of industrial foresters 
is to maximize wood fiber production in the shortest 
possible rotations, turning natural forests into 
nothing more than fiber-producing factories in the 
process. The City Council made no effort to consult 
with ecologists or biologists, or any other disciplines 
in the field that could have supplied pertinent 
information. It is obvious these politicians give 
credence to professional foresters but not to con- 
servation biologists and ecologists, despite their 
pertinent expertise and academic credentials. 

At the hearing, Councilman John Schnebly 
publicly denounced the testimony of environmen- 
talists as "emotional and uninformed," because it 
contradicted the assertions of "registered foresters" 
whom he previously described as "the experts, the 
keepers of the holy grail." One quickly learns in the 
arena of forest activism, however, that there are no 
experts. We know painfully little about the intrica- 
cies of forest ecology and how intact ecosystems 
function. The more we learn about undisturbed 
natural processes the more evident it becomes how 
little we do know. It is an act of supreme and 
unforgivable arrogance to think otherwise. 

It is equally evident that people are losing faith 
in the existing political system on every level. I lost 
what little naivete I possessed in that vein long ago. 
Fundamental change, a major paradigm shift, must 
come from without rather than from within the 
existing political and societal infrastructure. That is 
not to say that we should not have factions working 




like a colony of termites from within to hasten the 
decline of the current order. It is rotten to the core: 
the sooner it crumbles the better. 

As for the charge of "emotionalism" leveled by 
John Schnebly and the MDNR, I heartily defend it. 
Modern western culture needs to become more 
emotional, not less. I deeply resent Schnebly's 
arrogant and asinine remarks. They sound haunt- 
ingly like those of a sexual or a racial bigot. Emo- 
tions are as important as intellectual abstractions, 
perhaps even more so. They have survival value. I 
have serious reservations about those men and 
women devoid of animal souls who are afraid to 
show their emotions. 

The inference Schnebly made was that emo- 
tional people have less value, fewer rights than 
those who intellectualize exclusively. It implies 
that emotional people are not in full control of their 
faculties. It is a familiar allegation to old environ- 
mentalist warhorses like me. Nevertheless, I harbor 
deep resentment toward those who stupidly level 
charges. If you are so afraid of life that you cannot 
allow yourself to feel, then you are essentially dead. 


What is life without its emotional and intellec- 
tual balance? If someone rapes your mother you 
become emotionally involved. You become 
outraged. Such emotions are a normal, healthy 
response to a deplorable act of violence. 

Emotions are the umbilical that connects 
us to the web of life. Feelings affirm that we are 
indeed alive and willing participants in the 
planetary life-giving or life-taking process. The 
sooner we affirm that we cannot live without 
wilderness the better. To destroy wilderness is 


It is evident that 
momentous decisions 
affecting ecosystems are 
being made by inane 
politicians who fail to 
comprehend even the most 
fundamental concepts of 
ecology. 


to destroy the wildness in ourselves, to replace 
the joy of experiencing the immense diversity 
of life with a conscious despair; a poverty of the 
soul, an unfathomable loneliness of the spirit. 
For those of us who are fully aware of our 
feelings, our emotions, the choice is obvious. 
Life! Native biodiversity! Wildness! We also 
know intuitively, perhaps, that direct personal 
involvement on behalf of Mother Earth is good 
for the soul. 

Virtually all false perceptions about nature 
stem from the stigma of our diseased human- 
ism. An outlook which denies intrinsic value 
and views the world merely as a sterile collec- 
tion of "resources" is leading us down a path of 
accelerated exploitation and mass extinctions — 
a pathway from which, beyond an ill-defined 
point, there is no return. A world view in which 
the soil, the forest, and planet Earth's varied 
flora and fauna are acknowledged as living and 
endowed with souls, precludes excessive exploi- 
tation. It is unethical to murder other sentient 
beings; however, it is easy to exploit mere re- 
sources. 

A land ethic, like that proposed by Aldo 
Leopold, requires humankind to be accountable 
to its own collective conscience, to bear respon- 
sibility, as it should, for its every act. 

In ancient times, but recently in geologic 
history, the dominant world view was that of 
Ptolemy: the Earth as center of the universe. 
Through a revolution of learning, a change of 
values grudgingly took place — reality could only 
be ignored at great peril to our species. As a 
result, major shifts in perception occurred: 
paradigm shifts. Human history, still in a state 
of infancy, is replete with examples of major 
shifts in perception. Few humans cling to the 
belief that the Earth is the center of the universe 
today, with billions of galaxies revolving around 
Her: we know now that we are a small part of 
something unimaginably vast and complex. 

Yet because of physical and spiritual sepa- 
ration from the living land fostered by an agrar- 
ian and technological lifestyle, and through 
continuing exponential population explosions, 
humankind somehow persists in perceiving it- 
self as the center of creation, the apex of evo- 
lution. A major paradigm shift must occur if we 
are to survive as a species. Emotional and 
spiritual attachment to the entire biotic com- 
munity is an integral part of that process. Such 
a shift of values will require reintegrating our- 
selves into the fabric of life, blended like a single 
thread of a particular color in a stupendous 
ornate tapestry woven of many threads. It will 
entail dissolving the human ego and replacing 
it with reverent humility for all life forms. As 
with the tapestry, life's web derives its strength 
and beauty from the interconnection of all 
threads. 
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Wild Rockies Roadless 
Area Rescue Expedition 
(RARE) to Target Idaho 
Timber Sales 

By Lost Elk 

It's beginning to look like nothing will save the Mallard/ 
Cove Creek areas in the Nez Perce National Forest in northern 
Idaho. The area the US Forest Service wants to cut is between 
two wilderness areas, the Selway-Bitterroot and the River-of-No- 
Return, the largest wilderness area in the lower 48 states. The 
Mallard/Cove Creek area is the biological corridor connecting 
these two wilderness areas. It is grey wolf recovery habitat and 
grizzly bear recovery habitat. If there are any wolverines or 
fishers left, they live here, along with mink and pine marten. 
Chinook salmon spawn in the creeks. Eagle, vultures and 
goshawks live here. There is no sense in making a list of all the 
animals. It's a wild critter paradise. Bighorns, elk, cougar, bear — 
you name an animal that lives in central Idaho and it's here. 

It's big. It's about 40 miles long and 15 miles wide and 
there aren't any roads there — yet. It's a long way off the main 
road, probably a five hour drive from Lewiston, Idaho or 
Missoula, Montana. 

I've flown over the area and walked through it many 
times. It is absolutely gorgeous. Down by the Salmon River are 
sagebrush, mountain mahogany, grasses and rock 
outcroppings. Literally straight up the canyon face (we call it 
"the Breaks") the vegetation gives way to ponderosa pine and 
grasslands with north-facing slopes of side canyons thick with 
Douglas hr and tamarack. Further up by the old Nez Perce trail, 
the vegetation is lodgepole and sub-alpine hr. 

The Sierra Club traded the area off about 1 5 years ago. For 
awhile it appeared as if an Idaho sportsman's group would try 
to save it. They did file an appeal, but now they won't even 
respond to letters. Several other organizations seem interested, 
but Mallard Creek is a long way from everybody and we're all 
busy putting out "brush fires" near where we live. 

As always, we are the last hope. 

As I see it, we have two options: legal and non-legal. We 
might as well start with the legal (or quasi-legal). If it works, it's 
permanent; if it doesn't, we can retreat to the other option. If 
we are to win, we absolutely require popular support, the old 
lesson from Vietnam. More than half of this country's citizens 
consider themselves environmentalists. What we need is to 
bring the truth about the below-cost destruction that is happen- 
ing ,to bring it into their living rooms with the six-o'clock news 
every night for an entire year. 

Then we will need to initiate an appeal through the court 
system. Even though I have little faith or experience in this 
theater of the absurd, we have virtually no other recourse. We 
desperately need somebody knowledgeable to take over this 
side of the project. Please contact me. 

The other option is to go through all of our usual non- 
violent civil disobedience tricks. What I had in mind was tree 
sits, road blocks, legal demos, and most of all, a huge cam pout. 
It'll take the better part of the summer. Since most of our 
climbing gear was confiscated in Oregon, we'll need $2000 to 
replace it, and as much climbing gear as people can lend us, 
bring along, or donate. We need public relations and media 
people, drivers, gofers, people with camcorders and taping 
equipment, and more. We'll need a camp kitchen and $200- 
$ 300 per week to feed everybody potatoes (after all, this is Idaho, 
the potato state, alias the wilderness state). 

With everybody's support, we can do it. 

OK, now for the last part of the plan. We need 20,000 
people to drive up that dirt road to Dixie, Idaho and have one 
great big, long, campout. We can throw the camp up in the 
road, park in the road and party on the road that is the access for 
destruction. We could have a "Name the Action" contest; the 
winner gets a free six-pack and the right to designate the first 
tree to climb. 

My wish list, beyond 20,000 happy campers is simple; all 
musicians consider this your invitation, and if possible, some- 
one get hold of a solar-powered amplification system. Oh, two 
other things we'll need: imagination and the grace of the Great 
Creator. 

Last but not least, and this may even be the most im- 
portant part, is our need for legal assistance and legal backup. 
Without this, all of our efforts may be for naught. Please 
respond, all of you lawyers. 

Now you know about the sacredness of the place and what 
we need to do to save it. Please join us. 

We plan to meet with the affinity group members who will 
organize this expedition in the last week of April. Planned is a 
campout meeting near Bozeman to discuss this venture. I'll 
announce firm dates at a later time, or contact us at: Lost Elk/ 
Mallard Cove, Roadless Area Rescue Expedition (RARE), POB 
6151, Bozeman, MT 59715. 
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This is a map of the Mallard and Cove timber sales. The darkened portions are cuttir 
units, most about 40 acres in size. The project area is roughly 25 miles long. The Freddie 
propose to cut over 80 million board feet and build over 140 miles of new roads. Bette 
maps are available from the RARE should anyone desire them. 



Forest Service Gives 
Mr. Rogers the Axe 


By T.T. Frog 

It's hard for me to get excited 
any more about an "assault" upon 
one of our "sacred symbols." But 
the US Forest Service has finally 
pushed me over the edge. 

One of my last, most cherished 
symbols of childhood innocence 
(pre-TV boycott days) has been ar- 
rogantly, violently sullied. The 
Mapleton Ranger District of 
Oregon's Siuslaw National Forest 
has named a planned 187-acre 
clearcut the "Mister Rogers Timber 
Sale." 

I wrote Mister Rogers, once I 
learned of this, and gave him the 
details: a projected 10,375,000 
board foot clearcut in known Spot- 
ted Owl habitat; average age of tree, 
110 years; average diameter, 54"; 
1 .76 miles of new road construction 
planned. The sale was auctioned in 
September 1990 but awarding of 
the sale has been held up by a suit 
against Senate Bill 318, which had 
authorized it. I also provided an 
overview of forest issues and sug- 
gested that a public statement by 
Mister Rogers protesting the abuse 
of his name — and of forests, soils, 
workers, local and global ecosys- 
tems, etc. — might be in order. 

The Vice President of Family 
Communications, Inc., which pro- 
duces the "Mister Rogers' Neighbor- 
hood," program responded on be- 


half of Fred Rogers, asking for addi- 
tional information, specifically in 
regard to the unauthorized use of 
Mister Rogers' name. He wanted to 
know which government agencies 
were responsible. I sent him a list of 
the hierarchy from Ranger District 
to White House. He also implied 
that, were Fred Roger's schedule not 
so hectic, he might seriously con- 
sider a trip to Oregon to see the site 
of "his" sale. He made no promises 
about making a public statement, 
but the tone of the letter was ap- 
preciative and encouraging. I await 
a response to my second letter. 

If you, too, think the Mister 
Rogers Timber Sale is a sale that 
should never happen, you may be 
able to help by letting Fred Rogers 
know that you, too have heard of it 
and that you hope he will do 
whatever he can to protest it — and 
to speak up and educate the public 
about what is happening to our 
forests. Despite frequent lampoon- 
ing, Mister Rogers may be one of the 
few people that the majority of 
Americans still actually respect and 
trust. His influence could help 
make tomorrow "a beautiful day in 
the neighborhood" for many other- 
wise displaced or destroyed crea- 
tures. So please write: 

Mr. Fred Rogers, 4802 Fifth Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213. 


Icarus on Stone Mountain 

I may have been a wing zigzagging up thermals, 

past birch igniting their green candles 

and trout sketching their maps in gold tarns. 

All I cared for was the rush of wind, high 
amorphous clouds flapping sails over peaks, 
long arcs of color hanging in the waterfall's mist. 

I floated up, not knowing how to shift 
in currents or hover in shadows chilled 
by clouds or skid to a halt on summit's ice. 

When wax dripped from my wing what could I do 
but aim for the pond's lens among granite 
the beaver hut white as a tomb of snow? 

In the spillway's cans I found the trapped body 
skinned from jaw to tail, its ribs shredding 
flesh sorft as bread into the brook's rapids. 

Wobbly from flight I built a fire from gnawed sticks, 

blew the skeleton into sparks until it rose 

and hardened into constellations over the mountain. 

Climbing down the trail animals had risen on, 

I felt my bones in morning shudder into bones, 
the clatter of boots was my first measure 

the hush of distant waterfalls my only song. 

— -Jeremiah Genent 


1992 Round River Rendezvous 


First off, remember the dates: 
about June 27 through July 4. Sec- 
ond, thanks to all of you activists 
with advice regarding how to decil 
with the USFS and site selection. 
Currently, we're pursuing a permit, 
but we will stop the process if it no 
longer appears to be the path of 
least resistance. If the Freddies are 
totally uncooperative, we may need 
to choose a number of RRR sites, 
issue maps, and simply leapfrog 
around any hassles that they give 
us. They're currently being "diffi- 
cult," but what else is new? The First 
Amendment and Smokey have 
never been exactly on "speaking" 
terms. 

The best location of the RRR is 
still being determined, but it's virtu- 
ally for sure that it will be in the 
Pagosa Springs area of southwest 
Colorado. In case you haven't 
heard, the Rainbow Family (oh, 
how to describe these folks???) will 
probably be one mountain range 
over near Telluride. Never fear, it's 
at least a two hour drive by 
microbus between the two sites. 

The money in the bank from 
previous RRRs seems like a lot, but 
prior committees have told us that 
the balance has never been so small. 
So, plan to shell out at least twenty 
bucks this year. Sending it in ad- 
vance will really make us smile; 
checks made out to 1992 EF! RRR 
can be sent to POB 1166, Boulder, 
CO 80306-1166. 

The committee hasn't been 
able to spend a lot of time on the 
"nice touches," so if you're avail- 
able, volunteer! Stuff like ride coor- 
dination and solar-powered sound 


systems just might not happen oth- 
erwise. Call Dan at (303) 385-4518 
or MadDog at (303) 499-3761 to 
help out, or drop us a note at the 
above address. Do not call with gen- 
eral questions. . . read the journal! Or 
drop us aline!! The final RRR map will 
be published as soon as we know the 
site!! MadDog and Dan hate to talk 
on the phone!!! 

The RRR committee is inter- 
ested in reaching out to potential 
EFiers; feel free to invite folks with 
EF! leanings, and/or contact alter- 


native publications with info re- 
garding the RRR. Just do it! 

We're also interested in folks 
wanting to control media intru- 
sion. Our idea is a "Media Slut 
Corps"; its mission will be to seek 
out media, intercede, answer ques- 
tions politely, steer the media to 
folks working on campaigns who 
want publicity, and to stop the me- 
dia from wandering randomly. One 
EF!er has already promised to slime 
any unattended media! She's also 
promised to come up with a hand- 
out for media to read. 


Workshops this year will be 
based on the free market system of 
supply and demand. If you want to 
do a workshop, there will be a big 
board for schedules; all you have to 
do is fill in title, date, and time. If 
people want to attend, then the 
workshop will occur. The excep- 
tion will be topics that folks find 
absolutely offensive (the offended 
folks will take responsibility for put- 
ting a stop to the workshop. A good 
example is a workshop that was 
going to be offered at the 1990 RRR 


on "Political Assassination." The 
presenter was convinced to remove 
it from the schedule, but not before 
the media widely broadcast the 
topic. 

Events that may occur this year 
include a workshop on doing talk 
radio using "Bullbaiting" tech- 
niques; learn to stand up to the 
toughest questions, the nastiest 
comments! There should be plenty 
of workshops on the San Juan 
bioregion, from griz reintroduction 
to the impact of old growth logging. 


Animal tracking, tree climbing, 
hunt sabotaging, public grazing, 
etc, are all likely workshop topics. 
Offer a workshop of your own! 

If you bring lots of American 
Express applications, there just may 
be a few rubber stamps for a massive 
"Stamp AMEX Out of East Fork!" 
event. If Tracy B. finds some lycra, 
she'll be leading a "Step Aerobics for 
the Earth" workout (just kidding). 
We also want to get some creative 
types together to come up with 
some "Neanderthal Olympics" 
events; use your imagination! 
Hopefully there will be interest in 
organizing the annual RRR Tribal 
Dance. 

On a more serious note, one 
night there will be a memorial pot- 
luck to remember those Earth 
Firstiers who recently have died. 

Around the time of the RRR, 
individuals acting completely 
alone and without official commit- 
tee permission might create an ac- 
tion in defense of biodiversity. As 
has always been the case, the com- 
mittee does not officially condone 
such activity: EFiers committing 
such actions are not part of the 1992 
Round River Rendezvous Commit- 
tee. Do actions on your own time 
(how's that, Dave???). 

Who knows what will happen 
at the 1992 Round River Rendez- 
vous? There will possibly be a little 
conflict, a little tension within the 
tribe. Most likely there will be 
hellacious partying, good work- 
shops, and enjoyable exchanges of 
genetic material. SO BE THERE. Put 
June 27 through July 4 (or so) on 
your calendar. . .see ya in the San 
Juans!! 
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Warrior Poets' 
Society 

By Dennis Fritzinger 

In her utopia "Woman on the Edge of 
Time," Marge Piercy posits small communities 
where, when decisions are made, there's a mem- 
ber who puts on a mask — Oak mask, Trout mask, 
Owl mask — and speaks for the speechless. Gary 
Snyder suggests that's what poets do, that's one 
of poetry's functions. 

Poets, by being able to speak for nature, have 
a guiding mission within the Earth First! move- 
ment. It's no accident that the humanists have 
undercut the role of the poet — they realize the 
danger of having someone around to actually 
speak for the trees, since what they say might 
undercut their position. 

Well, I say it's time for poets to stand up! and 
get organized — reclaim their rightful place in the 
EF! (or any other) community as bards, seers, and 
interpreters of the wild. 

Poets have earned the right to be called 
activists. Moreover, poetry is a right brain activ- 
ity that circumvents blockades put up by the left, 
"rational" brain, the household of what Bly calls 
"The Old Position." , 

If you want to gauge the importance of poets 
to the Earth First! movement, check out Eco- 
Warriors, The Real Work, Simple in Means, Rich in 
Ends. If you want to gauge the importance of 



poets to the environmental movement as a 
whole, check out Tongues In Trees (Kim Taplin), 
Imagining the Earth 0ohn Elder), News Of the 
Universe" (Robert Bly), and the intro to The For- 
gotten Language (Christopher Merrill). 

When the Collective took over the Journal, 
they disarmed the Armed With Visions page. The 
first 9 issues had, respectively, 7, 5, 4, 5, 2, 4,1, and 
7 poems — scattered throughout and hard to find. 
The currect average is about 4 poems per 40 page 
issue. 

Given the importance of poetry to deep 
ecology, and the many fine poets in EF! (one only 
has to examine the many Armed With Visions 
pages, but you can also refer to Eco-Warriors by 
Scarce), I expected (and continue to hope for) 
better treatment from the journal. 

In a way, I suppose having a Warrior Poets' 
Society occurred to me as a way to counter those 
trends. There is strength in numbers, but only 
when others can see those numbers. 

So, concerned that poetry might disappear 
from the Journal, and the Movement altogether, 
I decided to call together our first meeting at the 
RRR in Vermont. I was surprised and delighted 
when 20 poets and onlookers showed up. This 
vindicated my belief that poetry was still alive in 
the tribe. 

By making Earth First! warrior poets more 
visible via a t-shirt and a Society, I hoped to get us 
talking, thinking, and writing. I also hope to get 
the Armed With Visions page re-armed, and 
generally improve the relation of poetry within 
the tribe! 

I think poetry can make a contribution to 
the Earth First! "narrative" — perhaps an even 
bigger contribution than the poets themselves 
realize. 

Warrior Poets' Society Bancroft and Telegraph, 
ASUC Box 361, Berkeley, CA 94720-1111. 


Direct Action Fund Annual Report 


INCOME: We raised about $27,000 in 1991. This came 
from donations from special appeals and targeted 
mailings in the spring, a fund-raising letter to the EF! 
Journal list in June, a letter to the DAF donors and 
personal outreach appeals. Mike Roselle also handed 
over his speaking fees to DAF. Our donors continue to 
be the grassroots — people who write us great letters, 
ask questions and give moderate amounts of money — 
the average donation is $25. Note: When comparing 
income and outflow, keep in mind that this is not a 
balance sheet. Donations coming in in November and 
December meant that coming into 1992 we have 
money in the bank to allocate funds before spring 
fundraising and to pay the expenses of the next round 
of fundraising. This is a big improvement over last 
year, I might add. Of the $27,000 raised, about $20,000 
was spent in the calendar year. 

Approximately $11,000 went into funding of 
actions and campaigns. For this report, I grouped the 
actions and campaigns that DAF funded into three 
categories: over $500, $2-500, under $200. 

In the first category (over $500): 

‘the SOS Sarawak Action in Malaysia in July. DAF 
helped with travel expenses and bought film for the 
film crew. 

‘the Soldier Key campaign in the Florida Everglades 
‘Direct Action Tour and accompanying actions by 
Darryl Cherney, George Shook and Abe Ringel at over 
20 Cal State campuses exposing Cal State Chancellor 
Barry Munitz's role in MAXXAM's liquidation of the 
old growth redwood forests. 

‘Ecotopia Summer actions, including a week of ac- 
tions in the old growth redwoods in July, a banner 
hanging in Sacramento and a road blockade utilizing 
a buried Pinto. 

‘Arizona Conspiracy Trial support work: Although 
principle person doing media outreach/EF! spokesper- 
son/movement information/support work (me) raised 
most of her $ for this purpose separate from the Legal 
Defense Fund and the Direct Action Fund, some phone 
bills and other expenses were supported by DAF while 
I recovered from a car wreck that curtailed my 
fundraising activities. 

‘Activist Support is in this category, being just that, 
and covers sporadic and out of the ordinary needs of 
activists in the field. 

In the second category($200-$500): 

‘Animal Damage Control — All the Dead Critters — 
outreach mailing 
‘Support for AmEx campaign 
*Tour of the Damned — Campaign Against James 


Bay Hydro-Project by Northeast activists 

‘Shawnee campaign in September 

*Mt Graham campaign 

‘Dead Fish action in the Northeast opposing NY 
Dept, of Environmental Conservation pond 
wrecklamation 

*EF!/SouthPaw protest against 1-26 highway 
expansion in east Tennessee threatening black bear 
and brook trout populations in Southern 
Appalacians 

‘Old Growth slide show preparation 
In the "They're Soooooo Thrifty — 1 Love 'em!" #3 
category: 

‘Campaign to petition for listing of the endangered 
cactus wren in San Diego area 

‘Endangered Species Week 

‘Headwaters campaign (Northern Calif.) 

*AZ 5 Support Rally at sentencing 
Other expenses: 

‘An additional $1,000 of action money went for 
leftover 1990 campaign bills. 

*DAF aided (and abetted!) the Nov. 90 Boulder 
Activist Conference to the tune of $300. 

‘Outreach and education accounted for an addi- 
tional $1700. Some of this could be applied to 
various campaigns and actions. The DAF phone and 
PO box have also become a principal Earth First! 
info source for the general public, other organiza- 
tions, media, the FBI, etc. and expenses are incurred 
there. 

That's the funding story in the activist realm. 
What's left is the very boring but somehow omni- 
present administrative costs: direct overhead for fund- 
raising. Total costs were about $6500 which included 
office supplies (primarily paper and envelopes, print- 
ing, postage, phone, contract services, computer costs 
and repair, and bank fees.) 

The principal contact and workdog of the Direct 
Action Fund is Karen Pickett. Others who advise and 
otherwise make DAF work are: Bob Stem, an advisor, 
who so far has kept the IRS out of our hair; Mike 
Roselle, founder of DAF, advisor and fundraiser; Steve 
Marsden and Jennifer Beigel, advisors from the north- 
west woods and communicators with the inquisitive 
who show up in our mailbox; Daniel Barron, advisor 
and supporter; and Artemesia, data entry and detail 
woman. 

Direct Action Fund: POB 210 Canyon, CA94516 
(510) 376-7329 
Fax: 631-7958 


EF! Foundation Alive and Well Under a New Name 


By Daniel Conner 

During its October 1991 meeting, the Board 
of Directors of the Earth First! Foundation 
changed its name. We are now the Fund for Wild 
Nature. This reflects recent changes within the 
environmental movement, but not necessarily a 
change in our own philosophy and direction. We 
remain committed to activism in pursuit of big 
wilderness, biodiversity, and restoration of 
damaged ecosystems. 

Granted, the new title lacks pizazz. Most of 
us were reluctant to let go of a name that for ten 
years succinctly expressed our views and pur- 
pose, and which has also become widely known. 
But we agreed that "Earth First!" has become 
fighting words to many who might otherwise be 
receptive to the message of ecocentrism. The size 
of the job to be done is too great to waste time 
quibbling about slogans. 

Projects we fund must be arguably educa- 
tional in nature. As before, we welcome pro- 
posals from those who put the Earth first, who 
call themselves EFlers, and for projects with EF! in 
their title. We will remain a funding alternative 
for grassroots activists unable or unwilling to get 
support from mainstream foundations or cor- 
porations. 

We have the means, however, to fund only 
a fraction of worthy proposals we receive. This 
forces us to make hard choices, and to pass over 
many proposals of obvious merit. It inclines us to 
favor projects with innovative ways to educate 
those unfamiliar with the urgency of the threats 
to the health of the planet. As a result, we look for 
projects that are both activist and radical in the 
truest sense of the word — i.e., that go to the root 
of the problem. 

To cite a few recent examples: at our January 
meeting we fully funded start-up costs for a rural 
activists' newsletter that will give voice to people 
left unemployed by corporate exploitation of 


nature. We partially funded purchase of a boat 
to patrol Miami harbor with a display of pro- 
vocative banners and flags to dramatize the 
threat of waterway destruction. And we recently 
funded an inventory of natural areas in Poland 
suitable for ecological reserve status. Depending 
on the state of our finances we still underwrite an 
occasional roadshow, but we suspect that the 
cutting edge of activism may now have moved 
elsewhere. 

We're not big-time by any measure. Over 
the last three years we distributed more than 
$188,000 to EFiers and others to spread the 
message. We're lean and our overhead is modest; 
a higher percentage of our donations goes to 
projects than just about any other funding source 
you can name. 

EF! Foundation was incorporated in 1982 
under the laws of Utah, and shortly thereafter 
was awarded 501(c)(3) nonprofit status by the 
IRS. Contributions are fully tax-deductible, and 
we frequently grant fiscal sponsorship to indi- 
viduals and organizations who need an umbrella 
to raise their own funds. The current Board of 
Directors is as follows: 

Ed Grumbine, Santa Cruz, CA, President 
Dave Parks, San Francisco, CA, Vice- 
President. 

Bill Devall, Areata, CA, Secretary 
Linda Wells, Tucson, A Z, Treasurer 
Daniel Conner, Missoula, MT, Legal 
Counsel 

Trudy Frisk, Kamloops, B.C. 

Richard Grossman, Provincetown, MA 
Randy Hayes, San Francisco, CA 
Myra Noss, Corvallis, OR, staff 

We ask for the continued support of EFlers. 
An SASE to us at POB 1683, Corvallis, OR 97339 
will bring a copy of our submission guidelines or 
annual report. 
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Humans seem bent on manipulating, controlling, and even extirpating all 
competing predatory species in a global war on the wild. The work of the 
Predator Project is motivated by worldwide threats to predators and wild 
ecosystems, by our belief that wild creatures have an inherent right to exist for 
their own sake, and by our conviction that predators are wildness incarnate and 
a rallying point for ecosystem preservation. 

Many of you out there may be wondering what and who the Predator 
Project is. We hope that this Blank Wall will give you a sense of who we are 
and what we are up to. We, a small cadre of dedicated and experienced activists 
in the Wild Rockies, have formed the Predator Project to unite efforts on behalf 
of as many predator species as possible. So far, our efforts have focused on 
grizzly bears, wolves, black bears, black-footed ferrets, wolverines, and all 
those meat eaters affected by the Animal Damage Control program. 

Admittedly, the vast variety of predatory species and the scope of problems 
facing them far outweigh our time and resources. So, like any activist group, 
we prioritize. Our most basic objectives are: 

1) to continue and to expand our efforts towards insuring sufficient habitat and 
protection for predators across North America; 2) to educate the public about 
the natural role of predators and the need to insure sufficient protection of their 
natural habits and habitats; and 3) to encourage and empower individuals to 
take action on behalf of wild predators by presenting information in ways that 
allow people to address their predator-related concerns in a timely and effective 
manner. 

We seek help in these and other campaigns, and are always interested in 
working with individuals willing to help in any way, including, but not limited 
to: 


•Monitoring and challenging the actions of public land and wildlife 
management agencies. 

•Informing us of issues or actions concerning the well-being of any wild 
predator so that we may act upon it in a timely manner. 

•Working with us on local and regional wildlife issues which you are 
familiar with and/or interested in. 

•Educating via public meetings and events, letters-to-the-editor, fund- 
raisers, etc. 

•Raising funds to help keep us going in our many efforts. Donated money 
will go mainly to phone, postage, printing and petrol. 

THE VISION 

Our vision is the restoration of all native predators to their respective 
habitats and ecological roles. This vision would entail a return to something 
approaching pre-European condition. But the fact of the matter is that human 
manipulation continues to suppress the wild meat eaters. Suppression and 
extirpation are fostered by federal and state legislation and directives, laws and 
policies which allow for hunting, trapping, and control of predators, as well as 
loss of essential habitat. It will likely be some time before the collective “we” 
recognizes that humans can and should co-exist with our fellow predators. In the 
meantime, much of the Predator Project’s work will be focused on minmizing 
the damage caused by these laws and policies, while challenging and changing 
the status quo. 



The Forest Service has a contradictory position in regard to hunting black bears with bait. Both the Northern and Intermountain regions of the Forest Service 
have clearly stated their opposition to black bear baiting as a hunting technique. Yet the Forest Service continues to allow bear baiting on national forest lands 
in these regions, excluding Montana, where baiting has been outlawed. 

Detecting a flaw in this lack of coordinated policy, we wrote to every national forest in the Northern and Intermountain regions, as well as the Rocky Mountain 
region forests. We challenged them to state their policy on bear baiting, to justify allowing it in light of clear opposition from the regional offices, and to state 
how many bears are taken annually by this method and in what seasons. Replies have started to come in. Predictably, the Forest Service shucks the responsibility 
off onto the states. For instance: “In the state of Colorado, the Division of Wildlife has recognized baiting as a legitimate method of harvesting black bears. 
Consequently, the regulation of baiting is under their authority.” Thusly do they dodge the issue and their role in it. Basically the majority of Forest Supervisors 
deny that there are any problems with bear baiting, and refuse to deal with it until there are. 

So far, only one forest (the Rio Grande) even had records of how many bears were killed on the forest and when. “The Forest does not have, nor maintain, 
such records” states the Supervisor of the Medicine Bow N.F. Yet the Forest Service issues the permits for baiting! Idaho, as we have reported in the past, does 
not even have a permit system, allowing baiting to go on without any F.S. control. This may soon change though. The Forest Service in Idaho is considering 
a permit system. 

Information just received from the Boise N.F. in response to our letter reveals the disparate positions of different Idaho forests in regard to baiting and a potential 
permit system: 

Salmon N.F.: Favors an Idaho Fish&Game permit system. 

Clearwater N.F.: Does not feel there is a problem with current situation. 

Nez Perce N.F.: Supports development of joint permit system with State. 

Challis N.F.: Objects to bear baiting, but if it is to occur, supports joint permit system with State. 

Targhee N.F.: Supports joint permit system. 

Boise N.F.: Taking lead on developing uniform bear baiting guidelines and permit system. 

Intermountain Region Office: Favors a coordinated effort between State and F.S. similar to that used in Utah. 

Northern Region Office: Still favors a phaseout of bear baiting in Idaho, but if baiting to occur, supports standardization between all Forest Service units in Idaho. 

We await responses to our letter from quite a few forests. Clearly there is considerable opposition to baiting within the F.S., but they bow to the policies of 
the States, whose wildlife agencies are dominated by hunting lobbies. The Predator Project maintains that the F.S. should use their clout to oppose this appalling 
method of bear slaughter and should continue to pressure the State wildlife management agencies to do away with bear baiting. 


ill 



wnau you uan do to Help 


A year ago, we explained how a large number of National Forests’ 
Animal Damage Control (ADC) predator control programs had never 
been analyzed for their environmental impacts, and therefore were out 
of compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 
Soon the opportunity to use the NEPAprocess to challenge ADC activities 
on National Forest lands will be past. How- 
ever, there still exists plenty of 

ways to con- 
pressure on 
activities on 
lands, as well 
other public 
(BLM and 
USFWS) and 
private lands. 

While our 
preference is 
to shut down 
ADC, the fol- 



the USFS, BLM, USFWS, and state wildlife agencies. Again, no surprise, 
but.... 

Generally stated, you should go about collecting as much infor- 
mation on ADC activities as you can, and then condense that information 
into a packet of unavoidably hard-hitting facts about the reality of ADC. 
Here are some ideas of what information to ask for (beware, you are now 
entering the realm of official jargon). 

• Ask for a copy of ADC’s national and state annual reports (see 
accompanying addresses). Ask ADC for copies of the regular (usually 
monthly) reports they send to cooperating agencies (USFS, BLM, 
USFWS, state wildlife agency, or county) on numbers of livestock lost, 
requests for control, control actions taken, and results of their 
activities. Consider asking for a year’s worth, and to be placed on their 
mailing list. 

• Get on agencies’ (USFS, BLM, USFWS) mailing lists for public 
announcements. You’ll be amazed at what you’ll learn about ADC and 
related issues (livestock, predator management, habitat loss, etc.). 


lowing com- 
ments are directed 

toward minimizing ADC’s activities. Since a 61 -year old law allows 
ADC to exist, much of our work is focused on limiting the damage 
ADC does. Y our help is needed to drag ADC out into the light of day, and 
make them more accountable for what they do. 

At the state and local level, ADC personnel are greatly irritated 
by and resistant to growing public scrutiny. At the regional and national 
level, they are very sensitive about bad press and public image. No 


surprise there, but worth 
As you delve into preda- 
on public lands, you’ll 
allies with the biolo- 
recreational special- 


DC - William Clay; POB 
DC - Operational Staff; Room 
Western Region; Bldg. 16 - 
Eastern Region; Kinsport Bldg, 

Denver W ildlife Research Center; 
Pocatello Supply Depot; 238 East 
AR - Thurman Booth, Jr.; 55 Post 
AZ - State Director; 1960 W. North 
CA - Ronald Thompson, Director; 

CO - Alan Foster; Independence Plaza; 
FL - Richard Thompson; 227 N. 
GA - Douglas Hall; School of Forest 



remembering ! 
tor control 
likely find 
gists and 
ists in 


• Ask for copies of public land agencies ADC work 
plan and environmental analysis, national 
memorandum of understanding with ADC, that 
agency’s directives for ADC predator control, 
and any other documents which affect or relate 

to ADC activities on that land. 

• Both USFS and BLM policy is for the local 
Forest or District to meet with ADC personnel 
at least once a year to evaluate and update the work 
plan. While these meetings are not public meetings, 
they are open to the public and your presence would 
certainly add a new light to them. You’ll need to ask 
when those meetings will be held, as none of the 



Here is a list of addresses of the regional and state o 
Trust us when we say that they are anx 


IL - Director; Fed Bldg, Room 104; 600 E. 

IN - David Williams; Entomology Hall, Room B-14; Purdue U; West Lafayette, IN 

ID - Mike Worthen; 1828 Airport Way; Boise, ID 83705 (208) 334-1440 

LA - Dwight LeBlanc; POB 25315, Univesity Station; Baton Rogue, LA 70893-5315 (504) 389-0229 
MA, RI, & CT - Laura Henze; 463 West Street; Amherst, MA 01002 (413)253-2403 
MD, DE, & DC - Les Terry; 1825 B Virginia Avenue; Annapolis, MD 21401 (301) 269-0057 
ME - Alfred Godin; 40 Western Ave., POB 800; Augusta, ME 04330-0800 (207) 622-8262 
MI - Douglas Parr; 108 Spring Street; St. Johns, MI 48879 (517) 224-9517 

MN - Richard Wetzel; 162 Fed Courts Bldg; 316 N. Roberts Street; St. Paul, MN 55101 (612)290-3157 
MO - Lyle Stemmerman; (MO & IA); Fed Bldg; 601 E. 12th Street; Kansas City, MO 64106 (816)426-6166 
MS - Frank Boyd; (MS & AL); PO Drawer FW, Dorman Hall; MSU; Mississippi State, MS 39762 (601) 325-3014 


96464; Room 1624 South Agricultural Bldg.; Wash., D.C. 20090-6464 (202) 447-2054 
820, Federal Bldg.; 6505 Belcrest Rd.; Hyattsville, MD 20782 (301) 436-7921 
Denver Federal Center; POB 25266; Denver. CO 80225-0266 (303)236-4031 
Koger Center; 215 Centerview Dr; Brentwood, TN 37027 (615)736-5095 
POB 252266, Bldg 16; Denver, CO 80225 (303)-236-7820 
Dillon St.; Pocatello. ID 83201 (208)236-6922 
Office Bldg; 600 W. Capitol Avenue; Little Rock, AR 72201 (501)378-5382 
Lane; Phoenix, AZ 85021 (602)241-2537 
Room E-1831; 2800 Cottage Way; Sacramento, CA 95825 (916)978-4621 
529-25 1/2 Road; Grand Junction, CO 81505-6122 (303)245-9618 
Bronough Street, Suite 1022; Tallahassee, FL 32301 (904) 681-7459 
Resources; U of GA; Athens, GA 30602 (404) 546-2020 
Monroe Street; Springfield, IL 62701 (217) 492-4308 

47907 (317)494-6229 



Yet Another Example Of Being Unclear On The Concept 

The federal Montana ADC 1990 Annual Report is filled with facts 
and figures of wildlife killed, livestock protected, money spent. Of the 
6,569 mammals killed, one was an endangered gray wolf! For those of 
you who follow the travesty called the Northern Rocky Mountain Wolf 
Recovery Program, you’re aware that ADC has become a regular feature 
of the far-to-numerous government control efforts. This particular wolf 
kill should be of interest to EFI’ers! And we quote (typos included): 

“Upon request by the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the Animal 
Damage Control Program assisted the Service in capturing a gray wolf 
responsible for killing calves near Marion, Montana. ADC and Service 
personnel confirmed the damage, which totaled $2,500.00 and initiated 
actions to capture the animal. Steel leg-hold traps were set to capture the 
wolf alive; but, due to the interference from Earth First protestors, lethal 
control was neccessary to stop the killing. Costs associated with the project 
were funded by the US Fish and Wildlife Service.” 


IDEAS FOR WORKING WITH THE PREDATOR PROJECT! 
Here are some odds and ends which you can pursue in your efforts 
on behalf of the wild ones at the top of the food chain. 

Get On Our Mailing List 

We try to get a newsletter out about every three-four months, and 
send out nation-wide and regional alerts on a much more regular basis. 

Sent Us Any News and Graphics About Predators 

We are always interested in any information pertaining to predators 
(newspaper article, government announcement or document, etc.), and 
those actions needed to increase or ensure protection for them. As well, 
we are interested in any graphics, poetry, or writings you might have 
about the wild flesh eaters. 




Control the Controllers 



agencies are volunteering that information. Consider organizing a public 
meeting about ADC activities, and invite someone from those agencies 
involved to speak. 

• Every year, predator control gets funded at the national, state, and 
county level. Federal funds go directly to ADC, and some state and 
county money slated for predator control is given to ADC as part of the 
cooperating agreement states and counties have with 
ADC (see ADC’s state-level annual reports for 

details). Learning more about these fund- ^ ^ 

ing agreements, and then limiting - n ‘oq 

them, is something which needs f 25^ ° ^L. A PC l 

more public attention. * 


• Learn about the coop- 
erating agreements 
between ADC and 
other state, county, 
and local animal dam- 
age control efforts. Al- 
though the ADC program 
we generally refer to is a 
federal program, most states and 
many counties also have an animal 
damage control program. Ask the federal 
addresses of the state and county programs. 



ADC program for 


• Ask to go out into the field with ADC “control agents” to see how 
their work is done. Thus far, only a few individuals have done this, 
and it would be great to see more people pursue this angle. 

There are many more ideas, and the list keeps growing. If you have any 
other ideas, or come across them in your diligent quest for knowledge 
and change, please let us know of them. Diversity is strength! 


offices for the federal Animal Damage Control Program, 
xiously awaiting your inquiries. 


Well, it’s that time of year again; appropriations process! The 
federal appropriations process is opportunity to try and establish some 
temporary controls on ADC by limiting their general funding, as well as 
get a greater percentage of that funding earmarked for non-lethal control 
and research. It is also a great opportunity to educate the the general public 
and all congressional delegates about the ecological and financial inap- 
propriateness of the program. We encourage you to get involved in 
whatever way you can (letters to Congress, letters to local 
papers, public meetings, etc.). 

The USDA has requested $24,905,000 for 
operations and $9,353,000 for research and develop- 
ment for fiscal year 1993, a decrease of $707,000 
and $164,00 (respectively) from this year’s esti- 
mated final expenditures. The various appro- 
priations committees and all congressional 
delegates need to continue hearing from 
people who feel ADC shouldn’t exist. They 
also need to hear that a decreased overall 
budget (30-50%), with an increase in the 
amount designated for non-lethal operations 
and research (30-50%), would be a good start in 
phasing out the program. 

Write to: 

Subcommittee on Rural Development, Agriculture, and Related 
Agencies; House of Representatives; Washington, DC 20515-6016 
[Jamie Whitten, (MS), Chair; Bob Traxler, (MI); Matthew McHugh, 
(NY); William Natcher, (KY); Wes Watkins, (OK); Richard Durbin, 
(IL); Neal Smith, (IA); Virginia Smith, (NE); John Myers, (IN); Joe 
Skeen, (NM); Vin Weber, (MN)]. 

Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Development, and Related 
Agencies; U.S. Senate; Washington DC 20510-6026 [Quentin Burdick, 
(ND), Chair; Dale Bumpers, (AR); Tom Harkin, (IA); Brock Adams, 
(WA); Wyche Fowler, Jr., (GA); Robert Kerrey, (NE); Thad Cochran, 
(MS); Robert Kasten (WI); Arlen Specter (PA); Don Nichols (OK); 
Christopher Bond, (MO)]. 


MT - LaiTy Handegard; POB 1938; Billings, MT 59103 (406) 657- 
NC - Director; Fed Bldg, Room 624; POB 25878; Raleigh, NC 2761 1 
NE & SD - Charles Brown; 437 Federal Bldg.; Lincoln, NE 68508 
NH & VT - Dennis Slate; POB 2398; Concord, NH 03302-2398 
NJ& PA -Edwin Butler; RD#l,Box 148-A; Pleasant Plains Road; 

NV - Gilbert Marrujo; Bldg. C; 4600 Kietzke Lane; Reno, NV 
NY - James Forbes; POB 97; O’Brien Fed. Bldg, Room 126; 

NM - Director; 10304 Candelaria, NE; Albuquerque, NM 87112 
ND -Director; 1500 Capitol Avenue; Bismark, ND 58501 (701) 

OH - Doug Andrews; Fed Bldg, Room 622; 200 N. High St.; 

OK - Berkeley Peterson; (OK & KS); 2800 N. Lincoln Blvd.; 

OR - Thomas Hoffman; 727 N.E. 24th Avenue; Portland, OR 97232 
SC -Johnny Williamson; 1835 Assembly Bldg; Columbus, SC 29201 
TN & KY - Kenneth Gamer; 441 Donelson Pike, Suite 340; Nashville, 

TX - Gary Nunley; POB 830337; San Antonio, TX 78283-0337 (512) 

UT- Director, POB 26976; Salt Lake City, UT 84126-0976 (801)524-5629 
VA - Director, 105 Wilson Avenue; Blacksburg, VA 24060 (703)552-8792 
WA, HI, &AK- Gary Oldenburg; 3625 93rd Avenue, SW; Olympia, WA 98502 
WI - James Winnat; 750 Windsor Street, Room 207; Sun Prairie, WI 53590 (608) 
WY - William Rightmire; POB 59; Casper, WY 82602 (307) 261-5336 


6464 



(919)856-4132 
(402) 437-5097 
(603 ) 225-1416 

Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 (201)647-4109 
89502 (702)782-5081 
Albany, NY 12201 (518)472-6492 
(503)761-4640 
250-4405 

Columbus, OH 43215 (614)469-5681 

Oklahoma City, OK 73105-4298 (405) 521-4039 
(503) 231-6184 
(803) 765-5957 

TN 37214 (615)736-5506 
229-5535 


(206) 753-9884 
837-2727 




Design A Logo For The Predator Project! 

We are also seeking an artist who would be willing to donate her/his 
time to design a logo for the Predator Project. We’d like to be able to use 
it on newsletters and alerts and/or as a T-shirt design. Send your artwork 
our way ! If we use your work, we will acknowledge it in our newsletters 
and other publicity (that is unless you don’t want us to). 

Activist’s Grizzly Bear Guide Available! 

We are offering a six-page guide of current issues across North America 
which you can use to get involved in helping the grizzly survive. This 
guide is constantly being refined and updated. If you’d like a copy, send 
an SASE if possible. Do it NOW - do it TODAY, there’s ever less time 
left for the Great Bear. 


Get Your Group To Sign On To The Lake/Bridge Bay Resolution. 

This document, which is being circulated by the Predator Project, 
calls for delayed opening of these two tourist developments in 
Yellowstone National Park. These delays would provide more safety 
for grizzly bears which feed in the late spring on spawning cutthroat 
trout living in tributaries of Yellowstone Lake. This proposal has the 
support of an array of biologist and activists. Add your support! 

We Need Your$$$$ 

Give us your hard-earned pennies. How brash, you say! Who else 
will put your donations more directly to work for our wild brethren 
of the fanged? Who else covers the spectrum of issues affecting 
wolves, grizzlies, ADC, wolverines and other predators? Choose 
us as recipients of your generosity, and you'll be supporting the only 
grassroots group that covers predator issues across the continent. 




Grizzly Situation In British Columbia 


Article by Wild Wolf 
Western Canada Earth First! 


British Columbia, the western most 
Canadian province, is world renowned for its 
vast tracts of pristine wilderness. In truth, this 
is bullshit. B.C. has recently become better 
known for its horrendous logging practices, 
among the most destructive on the planet. But 
there are yet more troubles brewing in “Super, 
Natural” B.C. The province is one of the last 
refuges for grizzly bears and people are coming 
here in spring and summer to kill them. B.C. 
still has a legal grizzly hunt, with 337 killed 
legally in 1989! Un-fucking-believable! As far 
as we can estimate, another 300-400 bears will 
be slaughtered this year. And the legal kill is 
just the tip of the tombstone. 

A leaked Ministry of the Environment 
report shows further grim statistics from 1989. 
Eighty five bears are estimated to have died 
from being wounded and not recovered. An- 
other 68 were killed as “nuisance bears”, gen- 
erally by residents of logging and mineral ex- 
ploration camps. Poachers claimed another 
estimated 260 bears! (a minimum figure, per- 
haps way low). The pressure from illegal 


WANTED 


INFORMATION ON 
THE WOLVERINE. 



After reading over the initial responses | 
to our inquiries about the status, distribution, 
population trends, and threats to the wolverine 
(Gulo gulo) across its entire historic range, it 
would appear as if the “devil bear” isn’t fairing 
so well in the Lower 48. 

According to a summary of the last I 
| Lynx. Fisher, Wolverine Coordination Meeting [ 
(which included the majority of land and 
wildlife managing agencies from the 1 1 west- 
ern states), the status of this scavenging 
predator is as follows: 

USFS Region 1 - Sensitive 
USFS Region 4 - Sensitive 
USFS Region 5 - Sensitive (proposed) 

USFS Region 6 - Sensitive 
USFWS 
BLM 

MTDFWP 
IDF&G 
UTDNR 
WYG&F 
CO DOW 
WADOW 
ORF&G 
CAF&G 


- C-2 (candidate) 

- Sensitive 

- Furbearer 

- Nongame 

- Sensitive 

- Unknown 

- Endangered 

- Protected 

- Threatened 

- Threatened 

Elsewhere in the boreal forests of the 
contiguous U.S., it appears as if the wolverine 
exists in one or more states, but is generally 
considered extirpated. We are interested in any 
information you might have, or be willing to 
seek out from federal, state, or independent 
sources, regarding the ecology, status, and dis- 
tribution of this less-charismatic flesh-eater. 


killing of grizzlies has increased over the past 
few years because of the rise in price of legal 
body parts in B.C. and illegal hides and trophies 
in the U.S. and other parts of the world, particu- 
larly the Orient. Grizzly cubs are also victims 
of this genocide. A conservatively estimated 
170 cubs died after their mothers were killed 
illegally. A further 22 bears were killed in 
accidents with vehicles and machinery. 

THE TOTAL NUMBER OF GRIZZLY 
BEARS KILLED BY HUMANS IN B.C. 
DURING 1989 = APPROXIMATELY 935 
BEARS!! This is about equal to the entire 
grizzly population of the Lower 48, and may be 
as much as 20% of the entire B.C. grizzly 
population ! 

This is intolerable. We demand an im- 
mediate halt to all legal grizzly hunting in 
British Columbia. A halt to legal grizzly 
hunting, aside from stopping the killing of 
hundreds of bears annually, would make it 
impossible for poachers to disguise their vic- 
tims as “legal kills.” Our campaign to stop the 
hunt will include direct action. If the govern- 
ment does not meet our demands the we will 
need YOUR help. If enough people are inter- 
ested we’ll organize a hunt sab! 

PLEASE, WE’LL NEED YOUR HELP TO 

STOP THIS NEEDLESS DESTRUCTION 
OF GRIZZLIES. 


If you can’t participate directly, please 
send money or supplies. This will be a long, 
hard fight, but with everyone’s help the bear 
WILL win. Send inquiries, money and stuff to: 

Western Canada Earth First!, Box 61245, 
Brentwood Postal Station Northwest, Calgary, 
Alberta T2L 2K6 Canada (403) 934-5 1 59 

SEND LETTERS OF PROTEST TO: 

John Reynolds 
Minister of Environment 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria B.C. V8V 1X5 Canada 

Premier of British Columbia 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria B.C. V8V 1X4 Canada 

J. Walker 

Ministry of Environment 
Wildlife Branch 
780 Blanshard St. 

Victoria B.C. Canada V8V 1X4 



Khutzeymateen: World Class Grizzly Sanctuary or Clearcut? 


One of the world’s most significant 
populations of grizzly bears resides in British 
Columbia, Canada. Sadly, B.C. has perhaps 
the least progressive bear policies in North 
America (see related article). B.C. has not set 
aside one refuge for grizzlies. Alaska has 
three. In fact, there is not one grizzly sanctuary 
in all of Canada, home to about half of all 
surviving grizzly 
bears. 

The 

Khutzeymateen 
River Valley, 25 
miles north of 
Prince Rupert on 
the coast of B.C., 
is the best candi- 
date for a B.C. 
grizzly preserve. 

Here the 
Khutzeymateen 
River meets the 
Pacific Ocean in a 
deep fiord after 
plunging from the 
glacier-draped mountains above. Giant Sitka 
spruce form stands of ancient rainforest where 
generations of grizzlies have trampled deep 
trails in the forest floor. Sharing the valley with 
bears are wolves, eagles and harbor seals. Big 
peaks rise from the narrow valley where the 
river winds between alternating stands of Sitka 
and open meadows. As many as 50 grizzlies 
use this valley regularly. The main attraction 
for the bears are the salmon — pink, coho, chum 
and Chinook — which begin their spawning 
runs in early August. Due to the easily avail- 
able protein which the fish provide, grizzlies 
here reach huge proportions, with bears over 


1,000 pounds not uncommon. The bears con- 
tinue to feed until late October, when they 
depart, fattened by months of fish-flesh, to seek 
winter dens. 

It is this amazing combination of coastal 
temperate rainforest, spawning salmon and 
grizzlies, all in a remote, undisturbed valley 
amongst high mountains that makes the 

Khutzeymateen a 
superb place for a 
sanctuary. But the 
B.C. government, 
in all its twisted 
wisdom, favors 
logging the place, 
no doubt coveting 
the great stands of 
Sitka spruce. In 
1986 B.C. with- 
drew its long- 
standing recom- 
mendation that the 
valley be pro- 
tected. The pro- 
vincial eovern- 


KHUTZEYMATEEN RIVER, B.C. 



ment claims that logging and grizzly protection 
are compatible, which is utter bullshit. Within 
5-10 years there may not be one unlogged 
major coastal watershed left in B.C., yet the 
government can’t see fit to set aside one 10 
square mile area as a sanctuary! Logging the 
Khutzeymateen, according to an independent 
study, would result in a cost to taxpayers of 4- 
44 million dollars. 

Which would you prefer? Massive clearcuts 
or a pristine wildlife sanctuary? It’s not too 
late, the Khutz remains intact, but the decision 
to log or preserve it could come at any time. 
Write to the B.C. Minister of the Environment 





Colorado Kills Mother Bears 

The Colorado spring bear bait and dogs. The goal is to gather 
hunting season has been extended enough signatures to place this is- 
by two weeks, despite opposition sue on the November 1992 general 
from the public and the Colorado election ballot. If some small level 

Division of Wildlife. It now runs of financial support can be secured, 

from April 1 to May 31. The use of there are people willing to chal- 

both bait and dogs will be permit- lenge the Commission's refusal to 

ted. The spring bear hunt gives adhere to their commitment in the 

Colorado's black bears the dubious Long Range Plan to "schedule tim- 

distinction of being the only big ( ing of black bear hunting seasons to 
game mammal hunted in Colorado protect female bears with depen- 
during its annual young rearing sea- dent nursing cubs." 

son. In addition, the chance to re- 

Much to their credit, the Divi- form the Wildlife Commission it- 
sion of Wildlife had recommended self exists with the turnover in 
the end to the spring season, despite March of two Commission seats, 
threats to their jobs from sportsmen The Governor should be asked to 
and outfitters. During the public appoint Commissioners that reflect 
comment period, 1199 people the views of the majority of Colo- 
wrote opposing the spring bear radans. 

hunt and 1099 opposing the use of Source— Michael Smith, President, 

bait and dogs, while only 75 and 9 Boulder county audubon society 

people, respectively, wrote in favor 
of these practices. Editorials in five 
Colorado papers called for the end 


BC Bear Parts Trade 


By Wild Wolf 

"Black bears in British Co- Some people have faith in the 


lumbia are under attack and at this 
rate they will all be gone in a few 
years." This statement was not 
made by an "eco-radical" or even a 
representative of the Sierra Club. 
It was made by the Canadian fed- 
eral government's wildlife traffick- 
ing expert, Gary Grigg. 

Grizzly and black bears are 
being hit from every direction at 
once. Record numbers of bears are 
slaughtered each year for their gall 
bladders, genitals, and paws, 
which are in high demand from 
the oriental medicinal market. 

Alberta, the Yukon, Alaska, 
and other parts of Canada and the 
US have prohibited all trade of 
these special parts. This is a mini- 
mal, but essential, step in protect- 
ing bear populations. If you live in 
BC or have fought for BC's wild 
critters, it probably is no surprise 
to you that BC has taken no such 
steps. 


recently elected New Democrat 
Party to solve all of BC's environ- 
mental woes. The new government 
made many promises about taking 
immediate steps to protect wilder- 
ness and wild critters. No such luck! 
The forest still falls and the Wild 
Rockies still is threatened by existing 
and proposed oil and gas develop- 
ment. 

Tell your Member of Parlia- 
ment to "Keep your paws off the 
bears!" Demand an immediate ban 
on all trade in bear parts. Of course, 
to save the bear, this is only the 
beginning. And every EFier knows 
that letters rarely (never?) work. So 
remember to take Direct Action! 

In BC your Member of Parlia- 
ment can be reached at Ministry of 
the Environment, House of Com- 
mons, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A2 
Canada. Send a copy of your letter to 
us and contact us for more info. 
Terra Prima EF!, Box 6491 Depot 1 
Victoria BC V8P 5M4. 


to the spring hunt. Unfortunately, 
the Wildlife Commission, which 
had the final say on the matter, was 
wrapped around the trigger happy 
fingers of sports hunters. 

The Commission's lame con- 
cession to the Division and the 
public was a gradual phase down of 
the number of licenses available for 
spring hunting. Recommended re- 
strictions on the use of bait, dogs, 
radio collars and other electronic 
aids by hunters and a limit on the 
length of time a guide may hold a 
bear in a tree were simply swept 
aside. A proposed ban on the sale of 
bear parts, such as hides, skulls, 
paws, claws and gall bladders was 
rejected. They ignored wildlife bi- 
ologists' estimates that the new sea- 
son structure will more than triple 
the number of lactating females 
killed during this year's spring sea- 
son and double the number killed 
next spring. 

The Fund for Animals is pursu- 
ing a ballot initiative to prohibit 
spring bear hunting and the use of 

Clayquot 

Sound 

continued from page 8 

Bill Vander Zalm, who was visibly 
upset by what he saw during a heli- 
copter tour of the area. By nonvio- 
lently blockading the Bulson River 
Road in September 1991, protectors 
sent a clear message to the parties in 
the recent election: we will not go 
away. At a wilderness gathering in 
Clayoquot Sound last September, 
the Temperate Rainforest Action 
Coalition (TRAC) was formed to 
coordinate grassroots actions in 
defense of these last areas of 
rainforest wilderness. FOCS is tak- 
ing a major role in organizing 
Rainforest Summer 1992, a year- 
long campaign of direct action in 
the forests, small communities and 
cities of British Columbia. A 
nonviolence direct action intensive 
training for workshop leaders was 



Game Com- 
missioner 
Kills Black 
Bear 

Canebrake Earth First! of 
Florida is demanding that Gov. 
Lawton Chiles begin immediate 
action to remove Mr. J. Ben Rowe 
from the position of commis- 
sioner on the board of the Florida 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Com- 
mission. 

Mr. Rowe, who slaughtered a 
Florida black bear during a hunt 
in Nov. 1991, is unacceptable in 
the position of Game Commis- 
sioner, an appointed protector of 
wildlife, says Bill Brooks of CEF!. 

When Mr. Rowe used the ex- 
cuse of having an "educational 
experience" by killing this ani- 
mal, he put himself in direct con- 
tradiction with the Florida Game 
and Fresh Water Fish Commis- 
sion who have stated that they 
consider the Florida black bear a 
threatened species. 

—Source Canebrake Earth Firsti 


Stock Bear with Cubs 


held at the beginning of March in 
preparation for massive direct ac- 
tion. It is believed that we are now at 
the final deciding moment. 

The recently-elected New 
Democratic government has just 
initiated a land use commission to 
study the competing values and 
prospects for sustainable use of BC's 
forests and rivers. Yet another pro- 
cess of consultation and discussion 
has begun while the logging contin- 


Peggy Site SScBae 


ues. Last month, three contended 
areas on Vancouver Island were 
temporarily withdrawn from ac- 
tive logging pending the delibera- 
tions of this new body. Clayoquot 
Sound was not included in the 
deferrals. 

"Nearly every day we hear the 
blasting echo out of mountains 
and down the inlets as new roads 
are going into our last great wilder- 
ness areas," the FOCS report said. 


The time is once again at hand 
to demonstrate our commitment 
to a different vision for the future 
of our forests. It is time to stand up 
for what we stand on. Please come to 
Tofino for Rainforest Summer '92. 
Contact the Temperate Rainforest 
Action Coalition (TRAC): 

Friends of Clayoquot Sound 
Box 489, Tofino, BC VOR 2Z0, 
CANADA (604) 725-4218 
VTRAC 

#50 2147 Commercial Drive, 
Vancouver, BC V5N 4B3 (604) 251- 
3190 


Page 23 Earth First! Eos tar 1992 




Coyote 


By Peter Stekel 

In 1980 I worked for the Bureau of Land 
Management in southern Idaho. It was dreary 
work that belied the local name for the Snake 
River bottomlands: the "Magic Valley." My job, 
as range technician, was to look for grass, find 
how much there was, and report to my superiors. 
They could then determine whether or not too 
many cattle were grazing on "public" land. 

I use quotes around "public" because the 
local ranchers considered the land their own. 

Ranchers continually told me there was 
more grass out there now than when daddy or 
granddaddy first settled up and "improved" the 
land. Some ranchers told me they had photos to 
prove their claims though they were never able to 
find any pictures when I was around. If there was 
more grass now than previously, then all there 
could have been in those early days was rocks, 
rocks, and sagebrush. 

Part of my inventory area consisted of lava 
buttes dissected by ephemeral stream courses. T o 
get to the top of the buttes often required driving 
up stream courses to where the roads ended. 
From there, I would pack my clipboard, pencil, 


" Crazy Human, " it could 
have said, "what are you 
up here ? 


doing 


i // 


and data sheets, along with lunch and canteen, 
and start to climb. 

One afternoon I climbed a butte in search of 
grass. It was uniquely warm that day. The climb 
seemed correspondingly higher and longer. 
Sweat ran down to the tip of my nose and took off 
like a ski jumper to splash on the thirsty Idaho 
ground. The rocks seemed sharper, blacker, and 
looser the higher I got. And the further up I went, 
the greater became my irritation with the whole 
process 

Reaching the top of the buttes was like 
climbing over a fence. I swung my leg over the 
edge and pulled my body up and over. I ended up 
lying face down on the rough rock. There I 
caught my breath and waited for what little 
breeze might come up to cool me off. 

I dozed, meditating. I felt a warm, dog-like 
breath on my ear. Who would bring a mutt up 


Robert Bly's Iron John 

The Relevance of the Men's Movement to a Deep Ecology Lifestyle 


By Bill McCormick 

It has been well nigh impossible to open any 
known periodical in the last six months and not 
see either a review of Robert Bly's Iron John, or an 
article on the "mytho-poetic men's movement." 
Some of these reviews have been laudatory, more 
have taken a mocking tone, replete with images 
of yuppie businessmen with tom-toms dancing 
around fires and so forth (R. W. Connell's piece in 
TIKKUN, Jan/Feb 1992, a sterling example of the 
latter). 

My own view on the emerging men's 
movement is, on the whole, positive. I was a fan 
of Robert Bly's poetry long before he was cata- 
pulted into the national spotlight by Bill Moyers, 
when he was better known as a founder of Writers 
and Poets Against the Vietnam War (a fact curi- 
ously overlooked by his critics). At the same 
time, I see certain aspects of the men's move- 
ment — such as the New Age notion of charging 
huge sums of money for a weekend workshop — 
that leave them open to ridicule. 

Bly started writing in earnest about the state 
of men in western society in the early 80's. In a 
widely reprinted article entitled "The Meaning of 
Being Male"(L.A. Weekly, August 5, 1983), he sets 
the stage by contrasting "the 50's male," who 
behaves callously toward nature and his fellow 
beings, with the post-60's males: 

"The waste and anguish of the Vietnam War 
made men question what an adult male really is. 
And the women's movement encouraged men to 
actually look at women, forcing them to become 
conscious of certain things the 50's male tended 
to avoid.... 

"Now there is something wonderful about 
this, and yet I have the sense there is something 
wrong. ..Many of thesemen are unhappy: There's 
not much energy in them . They are life-preserving 
but not exactly life-giving. And why is it you 
often see these men with strong women who 
positively radiate energy? Here we have a finely 
tuned young man, ecologically superior to his 
father, sympathetic to the whole harmony of the 
universe, yet he has no energy to offer." 

Does any of this ring true for you? Well my 
head just about revolved 360 degrees when my 
sister first showed me this article. Bly put his 
finger on exactly what I and so many other men 
were feeling, as evidenced by the fact his book 
stayed at the top of the best seller list for many 
weeks. 


Bly also points out through the Iron John 
metaphor that men need to regain their own 
fierce energy, but not the Reagan/Bush energy: 

"The kind of energy I'm talking about is not | 
the same as macho, brute strength, which men 
already know about. It's forceful action under- 
taken, notwithout compassion, but with resolve." 
(A better definition of an eco-warrior I have not 

TWl!) ; 

Another book that has not been quite so 


Native peoples had very 
specific rituals for a boy to 
become a man, but since the 
industrial revolution these 
processes have lapsed. 

popular as Iron John, but has much to contribute 
to deep ecological awareness, is Sam Keen's Fire in 
the Belly. For those who can't look at the word 
"warrior" and think of anything but viplence, 
Keen's book perhaps offers a more balanced start- 
ing point. 

J£gg n als o strongly bri ngs home the poin l 
that defendmgrhe^afHrts the legitimate end. of 
' male energy. He also provides one of the most* 
fascinating discussions of male/female misun- 
derstandings I have ever seen. Consider this: 

"Men got the feeling of power./ Women got 
the power of feeling. Men got the privilege of 
public action./ Women got the privilege of 
private being. Men got the responsibility and 
guilt that goes with action./ Women got the 
innocence and the shame that goes with passiv- 
ity. Men got the illusion of control./ Women got 
the illusion of security." 

This brings me to something that has always 
concerned me, and that is the tendency to identify 
the Earth with the mother, feminine, and ev- 
erything good, at the same time identifying the 
male with patriarchy and everything destructive. 
An increasing number of writers, both male and 
female, are beginning to voice concerns over 
such a one-sided approach. Here is eco-feminist 
Elizabeth Dodson Gray: "We are impressed with 
nature's power, but by projecting upon this power an 


or so. 

I sat up to make friends with the dog. A stray] 
that wants to play, I thought. I've never been a 
dog expert. Add to that a bit of disorientation. I 
took me a good twenty seconds to realize I wa: 
face to face with a coyote. Up close they do lool 
like shepherds. You try it sometime. Onlyfrorr 
100 yards do they have that familiar, peculiai 
coyote look. 

It whined again and loped off. It stopped 
one more time, turned, and looked at me. It 
seemed to shrug its shoulders, then walked off. 
"Crazy human," it could have said. "What are 
you doing up here?" 

In all the years I've spent hiking in the wild, 
trying to touch the wilderness, that is the only 
time the wilderness has reached out to touch me. 


the lack of initiation of young men by older men 
in our society, a key you will find running through 
the entire men's movement. Bly points out that 
. j, native and natural peoples had very specific rituals 
’Pi for a boy to become a man, from the Hopikivas to i 
the bar mitzvah. But since the industrial revo- \ 
lution these processes have lapsed, and entire 
generations of young men have grown up with- 
Vjout moral guidance, groping for meaning in their 
lives. 


here? Opening my eyes, and turning my face, I 

was eyeball to eyeball with a full grown German goes on to trace the Grimm Brothers tale I image of the feminine, the mother, we reassure our- 

Shepherd, I thought. It licked twice the sweat/] of Iron John, and to offer a variety of suggestions I selves — for surely a mother will always be loving 
from my face, whined, and then walked off a stedjl as to why men are in crisis. Chief among these is / toward us, continue to feed us, clothe us, and carry 

the lack of initiation of young men by older men / away our wastes, and never kill us no matter how 

much toxic waste we put in the soil or CFCs into the 
ozone. The sense of nature as inexhaustible mother 
encourages us to feel there are no limits to a finite 
planet, while the sense of nature as benign and ever- 
loving mother permits us to continue disregarding a 
crescendo of warnings" ( Creation , May/June 1989). 

Male writers like Shepherd Bliss have also 
written eloquently of the need for an Earth Father, 
citing historical data which suggests in many 
parts of the world the principle of Mother Earth 
was balanced with Father Earth (it sounds strange 
to the tongue, doesn't it? We are so accustomed 
not to think in those terms) . He also gives several 
examples of male earth deities and myths, from 
the ancient Green Man to Johnny Appleseed. 
This is not to say the female creative principle is 
not also very real: it is simply to say rather than 
labeling one sex as inherently destructive and the 
other as inherently life-giving, recognizing that 
each of us holds both life-giving and destructive 
tendencies within us, and we have a choice 
which pole we will gravitate toward might be a 
more hopeful view. 

This has really been a whirlwind tour through 
a rapidly evolving men's movement.rMy main 
purpose has been to highlight some of the ways 
eco-masculinism — as defined by Robert Bly, Keen, 
et al — converges with, and would seem to 
strengthen, a deep ecology lifestyle. One thing is 
certain, we will be hearing lots more about these 
issues in years to come. \ 


Bly goes on to say thatwhen older meiTdo 
not take responsibility for initiating younger 
men because they are too busy making money or 
whatnot, young men will search for ways to 
perform these rituals themselves, whether it means 
joining a gang, engaging in mindless violence, 
tearing up wilderness, etc. 
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Aerial Wolf Kill in the 
Yukon 


By Predator Project 

According to a January 31st 
article in The Whitehorse Star, the 
Yukon government may soon au- 
thorize a short-term aerial wolf con- 
trol program. Residents of the 
Kluane area (in the southwest cor- 
ner of the Territory) have com- 
plained that wolves are killing 
horses and caribou, and have called 
for a control program. The article 
says that the government is prepar- 
ing for a possible wolf kill. The first 
announcement calls for 50 hours of 
aerial wolf tracking in the Aishihik 
area. The second announcement 
calls for a helicopter to do 100 
hours of "wolf reduction." 

According to Graham 
McDonald, the executive assistant 
to Yukon's Minister of Renewable 
Resources, the caribou herd is not as 
healthy (in numbers) as it should be 
in comparison to historic levels. 
Apparently, a speedy increase in 
caribou numbers is important 
enough to the Champagne- 
Aishihik First Nation for them to 
have requested the wolf killing. 

The wolf is being treated as a 
scapegoat for the decrease in the 
numbers of caribou. McDonald ac- 
knowledged that hunting during 
the construction of the now fifty 
year-old Al-Can Highway may have 
had a significant effect on the herd 
numbers (although he questioned 
whether that was a major factor 
now). He also said caribou are 
hunted for purposes of both subsis- 
tence and sport. To the 
government's and Champagne- 
Aishihik First Nation's credit, resi- 
dent and non-resident sport cari- 
bou hunting has been shut down 
for 1-2 years, and the local 
aboriginals have 
self-imposed a re- 
duction in the 
numbers of cari- 
bou they are kill- 
ing for food. 

When asked if the 
caribou herds 
were showing any 
sign of recovery as 
a result of these 
limitations on 
hunting, 

McDonald said it 
was too early to 
tell. He also 
claimed other en- 
vironmental 
habitat issues 
didn't seem to be a factor. 

In the eastern part of the terri- 
tory in the early 80s overhunting 
put the Finleson herd "at risk." Sev- 
eral years of suspended game hunt- 
ing, a self-imposed reduction in ab- 
original hunting (reducing the cari- 
bou kill from 200 to 75 per year) and 
a wolf control program resulted in a 
300% increase in caribou popula- 
tion. McDonald added that the 
wolf numbers also recovered and 
there now appears to be a stable 
equilibrium between the two spe- 
cies. A success story, no doubt. 

While it may be culturally-ta- 
boo these days to challenge aborigi- 
nal people's right to subsistence 
hunting, McDonald's assessment 
of the situation points out a critical 
bias: the assumption that the 


Champagne- Aishihik people have a 
right to ask for the manipulation of 
wolves because they, as humans, 
need those caribou more than the 
wolf. It is worth pointing out that 
McDonald never once even insinu- 
ated that the survival of the Cham- 
pagne- Aishihik people was at stake. 

So what alternatives does the 
Yukon government have to this 
potential aerial killing? Well for 
starters, they could allow them- 
selves more time to see whether the 
ban on resident and non-resident 
caribou hunting will have a positive 
effect on accelerating the increase 
in caribou numbers. Secondly, they 
could accept that populations of 
both predator and prey will rise and 
fall in numbers, and that a natural 
level of predation is unlikely to wipe 
out the Aishihik caribou herd. 
Lastly, decision-makers within the 
Yukon's Ministry of Renewable Re- 
sources could acknowledge the 
rights of all predators of that 
region's natural community (hu- 
man and non-human alike). A 
simple step toward this end would 
be to resist any requests to give 
hunting precedence to the Cham- 
pagne-Aishihik people, but rather 
promote a natural and even compe- 
tition between wolves and humans. 

The problem lies in that two of 
these ideas require hands-off man- 
agement, something in which we 
humans aren't very experienced. 
This is where you come in. As is the 
case when anyone tries to kick a bad 
habit, the decision-makers in the 
Yukon will need lots of support in 
kicking the over-management 
habit. Your calls, faxes, and letters 
(though time is a factor) are greatly 
needed. As citizens 
of North America, 
we need to let these 
people know the 
idea of killing 
wolves to artifi- 
cially increase un- 
gulate populations 
is a bad one. Politi- 
cal boundaries 
don't inhibit glo- 
bal concern. As 
citizens of the US, 
we can offer the 
Ministry of Renew- 
able Resources, and 
the Yukon govern- 
ment as a whole, 
our valuable ser- 
vices; services which might include 
1) helping educate other humans 
living in North America about the 
Yukon government's potential for 
wayward reasoning, and 2) helping 
keep the Yukon a wild and 
unmanipulated place by staying 
away should they initiate this mis- 
guided proposal. 

These people can be reached 
at: POB 2703, Whitehorse, Yukon 
Territory Y1A 2C6 Art Webster, 
Minister of Renewable Resources: 
(403) 667-5376 and (403) 667-3633 
(fax): and also Minister of Tourism: 
(403) 667-5340 and (403) 667-2634 
(fax). Tony Penikett, Premier: (403) 
667-5376 and (403) 667-3633 (fax). 
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DuPont vs the World: 
The World Strikes Back 


By Tom Rooney, seacret 

It seems that DuPont and the 
Student Environmental Action 
Coalition at the University of 
Delaware just can't get along. First, 
it was the rainforest thing. Now it's 
the CFC thing. If you haven't made 
plans yet for April 11-13, allow me 
to invite you to a most excellent 
party in the good ol' DuPont state. 
April 13th is a sacred day in Dela- 
ware. It is holier than Christmas. It 
is the day that DuPont has their 
annual shareholder's meeting. 

DuPont, the company that 
brought us chlorofluorocarbons, 
has promised to phase out the 
ozone-depleting chemical by 1997. 
They plan to replace them with 
hydrochlorofluorocarbons 
(HCFCs) and hydrofluoruocarbons 
(HFCs). These two classes of 
chemicals... well... they suck! 

Both HCFCs and HFCs are 
global warming gasses, some 1000 
times more potent than carbon di- 
oxide. When HCFCs decompose in 
the atmosphere, they form a highly 
toxic molecule called perfluoracetic 
acid. Once again the chemical 
companies, under DuPont's fearless 
leadership, are playing Russian 
Roulette with the atmosphere. 

Our refrigerators will have to 
be retooled to run on alternative 
refrigerants produced by DuPont. 
They could be retooled to run on 
carbon dioxide, but then DuPont 
wouldn't make any money, would 
they? 

DuPont invented CFCs in the 
1930s and they control 25% of the 
world market. CFCs take 30 to 50 
years to reach the ozone layer. The 
CFCs destroying the ozone layer 
right now were released between 
1942 and 1962. The bulk of the 
CFCs in the atmosphere haven't 
even reached the ozone yet! In 
other words, we are on the spray 
now, pay later plan. 

We haven't really started pay- 
ing yet. Skin cancer, cataracts, ge- 
netic mutations, and immune sys- 
tem damage will likely skyrocket in 
all species, especially those living 
near the poles, where ozone deple- 
tion is the most severe. Inverte- 
brates, which see in the ultraviolet 
spectrum, will be affected most seri- 
ously. We have little idea how in- 
creased UV-B will change their mat- 
ing and feeding habits, or how this 
in turn will impact the plants and 
animals which rely on insects for 
food or pollination services — in 


short, most birds and flowering 
plants! Likewise, the far-reaching 
consequences of ozone depletion 
on phytoplankton, the base of the 
oceanic food chain, can scarcely be 
imagined. 

The "experts" are predicting 
that we will hit peak ozone deple- 
tion around 2010 to 2020. If CFC's 
are banned now the ozone layer will 
begin to replenish itself at the 
equator around 2060. By that time 
we maybe just starting to realize the 
effects of HCFCs and HFCs. 

The bottom line is this: the shit 
is about to hit the fan real hard, and 
it is DuPont's fault. Some folks are 
considering lawsuits against the 
company. We are kicking off a 
campaign against DuPont, and we 
won't stop until the company is 
dissolved and the executives are in 
jail. 

We are planning a big camp- 
out for April 11 and 12. Musical 
entertainment will be provided by 
Dana Lyons and Lone Wolf Circles. 
We'll have workshops, drink beer, 
run naked through the woods, 
make signs and banners, howl at the 
moon... you know, party for the 
Earth! Bring your friends, parents, 
professors — this is an open party! 
Every year, Greenpeace has an ac- 
tion at DuPont. This year, we plan 
to have the action of all actions. We 
want it to be huge! 

The address here is SEACret, 
POB 1175, Newark, DE 19715 The 
phone number is (302) 368-3736. 
We will send you directions and 
information. Please RSVP real soon. 

If you can't come to our little 
get together, do three things: 

1) send us your money for legal fees, 
copying costs, phone costs, etc. 

2) write a letter to or call DuPont. 
Ask them if they have phased out 
CFC-11, 12, 113, 114, or 115 yet. 
Let them know they are killing 
people, critters and trees. Ed 
Woolard, CEO, El DuPont de 
Nemours and Co., 1007 Market 
Street, Wilmington, DE 19898 1- 
800-441-7515. and 3) boycott 
Seagrams beverages and Tropicana 
juices. Seagrams owns DuPont! 
Write them and tell them that you 
won't buy their stuff until DuPont 
phases out CFCs. Edgar Bronfman, 
CEO, Joseph Seagrams and Sons, 
Inc, 375 Park Ave, New York, NY 
10152. 
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George Washington National 


By Ernie Reed, Virginians for Wilder- 
ness 

On New Year's Eve, Wayne 
Kelley, the Forest Supervisor of the 
George Washington National For- 
est, released the Draft 10-year Land 
and Resource Management Plan for 
George Washington National For- 
est in Virginia. This document and 
the accompanying Environmental 
Impact Statement are the result of 
over 1 1 years and millions of dollars 
spent in an attempt to fulfill the 
requirements of the GW to create a 
plan under which its operations can 
be directed. The result is a docu- 
ment that is a vehicle for continued 
devastation of forest ecosystems, 
fragmentation of habitat and which 
paves the way for virtual elimina- 
tion of all citizen input and envi- 
ronmental review of Forest Service 
decisions and activities. 

This direction is nothing new 
in the George Washington National 
Forest. The forest has had virtually 
no forest plan to guide its operation 
for the last decade. In 
September, 1986, Re- 
gional Supervisor John 
Alcock released the 
original version of the 
plan. The National Re- 
sources Defense Coun- 
cil called the docu- 
ment, " the worst from 
an environmental 
standpoint" of the 123 
plans which they re- 
viewed nation-wide. 

As a result of 18 differ- 
ent appeals, and after 
three years of at- 
tempted revision, 

Alcock threw in the 
towel and on Septem- 
ber 6, 1989, instructed 
that the plan be totally rewritten. 
Ron Lindenboom, a planning spe- 
cialist, was enlisted as head of the 
"ID team"; his task was, and contin- 
ues to be, to produce a plan that will 
stand up against the 1986 appeals 
and that will allow the GW to con- 
tinue to maintain its multiple-use 
direction. 

Virginians for Wilderness led a 
loud outcry that the integrity of the 
forest needed to be preserved until a 
forest plan was in place. The result 
was that, in August of 1990, Wayne 
Kelley issued "interim management 
Guidelines" which were signifi- 
cantly more restrictive of activities 
that would threaten biological ar- 
eas, riparian zones and protect the 
status of roadless areas. 

Instead of continuing the di- 
rection forged under interim man- 
agement, the current draft takes 
those controversial and ecologi- 
cally destructive practices of the 
timber program and makes them 
the focus of the wildlife manage- 
ment and recreation programs. 
Mike Jones, researcher for Virgin- 
ians for Wilderness, calls the plan 
"criminal behavior masquerading 
as forest management." The only 
major shift is one of appearances 
and not of substance. 

The most obvious problem 
with the plan is its refusal to recog- 
nize the most basic principles of 
ecology. "The draft plan is ecologi- 
cally illiterate," says Rick 
Wellbeloved-Stone, the president 
of the Virginia Association of Envi- 


ronmental Educators, pointing out 
that many scientific terms are 
wrongly defined, misapplied and 
biased towards industry and away 
from science. "The EIS is a misrepre- 
sentation of forest ecology," he 
says. "It contains definitions I 
would not accept from my 9th grad- 
ers." 

The draft plan appears to con- 
tain significant decreases in the tim- 
ber program, limiting production 
to 27 million board feet with 
260,000 acres as suitable for log- 
ging. In reality the plan puts no 
ceiling on logging. Salvage sales in 
areas that have had gypsy moth 
defoliation or areas of "potential" 
defoliation are not part of the tim- 
ber program accounting. Salvage 
sales are allowable virtually any- 
where there are roads. Clearcuts of 
up to 50 acres are disguised as "wild- 
life habitat improvement." 

The GW National Forest al- 


ready contains over 4000 miles of 
roads. Under the draft plan, 200 
miles of new roads will be built in 
the next ten years. No road closures 
are proposed. Road reconstruction 
is allowed in "roadless areas" and 
road densities are allowed a four- 
fold increase in bear habitat areas. 

Of the 27 roadless areas, only 
three are recommended for wilder- 
ness designation. The 12,000 acres 
recommended is less than 1% of the 
available land and would raise the 
amount of wilderness to 3% of the 
forest, far below the national aver- 
age of 1 7%. 

177 miles of Forest Service 
roads are opened for unlicensed 
ATVs. 17,000 acres are opened for 
ATV use. "Peer pressure" will be the 
main way of limiting abuse. 

No areas are specified for wa- 
tershed protection. Logging is al- 
lowed in and alongside rivers, 
streams and watersheds. Over 
23,000 tons of sediment will enter 
watersheds yearly, according to the 
EIS. 

Virtually all forest service ac- 
tivities in the draft plan would be 
"categorical. exclusions" from both 
citizen input and environmental 
review under the proposed changes 
in the National Environmental 
Policy Act. 

Mineral extraction is allowed 
in all areas of the forest except the 
3% designated as wilderness or for 
wilderness study. Many of these 
areas are under existing claims that 
take precedence over their wilder- 


ness designation. 

A draft plan proposed by Vir- 
ginians for Wilderness, known as 
"Alternative 3," is based upon con- 
servation biology and applied resto- 
ration ecology. It would eliminate 
all timbering and roadbuilding. It 
would place over 500,000 acres or 
just over half of the forest under 
wilderness management to protect 
rare and sensitive forest interior 
habitat. There would be an addi- 
tional 150,000 acres of migration 
corridors that would connect the 
wilderness core areas. Extensive 
road closures, reintroduction of 
wolves, cougars and extirpated spe- 
cies are an important focus for the 
plan. The entire forest would be off 
limits for ATV/ORV recreation. 

The EIS notes that this alterna- 
tive provides the highest levels of 
protection for biological diversity, 
air quality, water quality, soil reten- 
tion, and has the lowest risk of fire. 

It provides the wid- 
est spectrum of low- 
impact recreational 
opportunities for the 
5 7 million people 
living within a days 
drive of the forest. 

One of the stron- 
gest arguments in fa- 
vor of Alternative 3 is 
economic. It has the 
smallest budget and 
eliminates all below 
cost timber sales. 
The Forest Service's 
proposed draft was 
the second most ex- 
pensive of all the al- 
ternatives and the 
timber program 
would lose over $1 million a year, 
despite the fact that roads are con- 
sidered an asset rather than a cost. It 
would have no effect on current 
payments to counties "in lieu of 
taxes." Approximately 7% of the 
timber harvest statewide comes off 
National Forests. The EIS states that 
private lands have sufficient supply 
to absorb this tiny increase in de- 
mand on private lands with no 
negative economic effects. In fact it 
is most likely that elimination of 
logging in the GW would stimulate 
the private sector and increase both 
the value of timber and the value of 
private forested lands. 

The George Washington Na- 
tional Forest is the closest forest to 
the nation's capitol, making it a 
focus of intense debate and political 
visibility. To receive a copy of the 
draft plan and EIS, call the Forest 
Planner in Harrisonburg at (703) 
433-2491. For more information on 
Alternative 3 contact: Virginians 
for Wilderness, RF Mueller, RT 1, 
Box 250, Staunton, VA 24401. 

Your National 
Forests — Enjoy 
Them While 
They're Here; 
Protect Them 
Before They're 
Gone 



Forest 



GW National 
Forest Action 
Alert 


Written comments on the 
"10-year Land and Resource Man- 
agement Plan for the George 
Washington National Forest" are 
urgently needed. Your comments 
should make the point that the plan 
should: 

1) Designate all 26 roadless areas 
as wilderness study areas. 

2) Eliminate logging on the GW. 

3) Eliminate wildlife management 
for all featured species with the 
exception of naturally occurring 
disturbances. 

4) Eliminate all salvage sales, 
wildlife management and mineral 
extraction in existing roadless 
areas. 

5) Eliminate all new roadbuilding 
and reconstruction. 

6) Eliminate all use of chemical 
pesticides and herbicides and 
defoliants. 

7) Provide for restoration of forest 
ecosystems damaged by human 
activities. 

8) Eliminate all off-road and 
unlicensed vehicle use. 

Alternative #3 does all of 
these things. The ecological con- 
cepts that drive this alternative are 
totally missing from the Forest 
Service's preferred alternative; in 
fact, Alternative #3 is the only ap- 
proach that has been totally ig- 
nored by the preferred alternative. 
This approach is essential to a 
healthy forest ecosystem that is 
truly dedicated to protection of 
natural native biolgical diversity. It 
is important that the concepts pre- 
sented in Alternative #3 are incor- 
porated into the final plan. 

Address your written com- 
ments to: George Kelley, Forest Su- 
pervisor 

Forest Plan Revision Team 
POB 233 

Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

Send copies of your com- 
ments to your representatives with 
a cover letter expressing your con- 
cern with current practices in the 
GW. In this way your comments 
can become their comments. 
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Appalachian 
Clearcutters Flunk 
Silviculture 



By Robert F. Mueller 

To hear the US Forest Service 
tell it, our primitive Appalachian 
forests in all their virgin splendor, 
were really impossibly decadent, 
scarcely alive. And to hear these 
bureaucrats, the ancient trees 
lacked only one ingredient to cure 
their ills: clearcutting. A simple 
remedy! 

To get this message across to an 
initially gullible but increasingly 
skeptical public, these industrial 
foresters use a well-honed rhetoric 
and lexicon of terms ranging from 
euphemistic to scary. Thus the 
present forest, with trees dating 
only to the turn of the century or 
later when it arose from the holo- 
caust of logging and fires, is said to 
be "aging." This characterization is 
almost invariably used for 80-90 
year old trees despite the Forest 
Service's own literature (Agricul- 
tural Handbook No. 271, USD A 
Forest Service, 1965) which shows 
that some major tree species add 
their greatest yearly growth incre- 
ment at 100 years of age and that 
some species live 500 years or more. 
One ranger admonished citizens at 
a public hearing that, "It's a dying 
forest out there. " Obviously there is 
no appreciation here for the dead 
trees and downwood characteristic 
of old growth, traits essential for the 
health of the forest. Such a forest 
doesn't "age" but exhibits dynamic 
equilibrium between all ages of 
trees including the dead and dying. 

We frequently hear or read 
that clearcutting is required to revi- 
talize "stagnant stands of timber" 
which then "regenerate" as "vigor- 
ous" and "thrifty" sprouts. The 
forest is said to be in need of 
"opening up" or "daylighting" im- 
plying that shade intolerant but 
commercially desirable species 
such as oaks and tuliptree could not 
grow but for the aid of chainsaws 
and bulldozers. To discredit gentler 
methods of logging involving se- 
lection of trees or small groups of 
trees, they raise the specter that the 
forest in the dry oak rich George 
Washington and Jefferson National 
Forests might be overrun by shade 
tolerant and commercially inferior 
species such as beech, red maple 
and black gum. This argument has 
also been made in the 
Monongahela National Forest 
where shade tolerant species such as 
sugar maple and beech are common 
and where oaks are not as common 
because of moist conditions. How 
puzzling then that both shade toler- 
ant and intolerant species were 
abundant in the original virgin 
mixed mesophyte forests of the 
moist Cumberland and Allegheny 
Mountains, while intolerant oaks 
thrived without management in 
the dryer forests elsewhere (Lucy 
Braun, Deciduous Forests of Eastern 
North America, Macmillan, 1950)! 
In the old growth primary forest 
shade-intolerant species grew in 
tree fall gaps and other disturbances 
which generally left openings far 
smaller than clearcuts. 

So what does the forest itself 
say when we carefully examine 


clearcut areas? Since most clearcuts 
done under Forest Service manage- 
ment date back no further than the 
1960s, its silviculturists haven't 
seen their handiwork mature. How- 
ever some private lands have older 
cuts of a similar nature and some of 
these are informative. Even for the 
Forest Service the trends are dis- 
quieting as reflected in their re- 
ports. Northern red oak, white oak 
and black oak are frequently re- 
placed by scarlet oak, black gum or 
a plague of red and striped maples. 
A striking example may be ob- 
served in a 10 year old clearcut near 
the popular North River Camp- 
ground of the Dry River R.D. in the 
GWNF. Here the uncut forest sur- 
rounding the clearcut consists 
dominantly of upland oaks with 
little red maple. However, red 
maple has practically taken over the 
clearcut. 

Also in many areas in which 
the Forest Service has tried to use 
clearcutting to convert hardwoods 
on poor sites to pine, this fight 
against nature has -proved expen- 
sive and frustrating for the indus- 
trial mindset. In these cases the FS 
uses herbicides, adding to the gen- 
eral degradation of the watershed. 
Certainly this challenges the Forest 
Service axiom that red maple and 
other relatively shade tolerant spe- 
cies pose a threat only in small selec- 
tion cuts and clearings. 

We are told that one advantage 
of clearcuts is that they provide 
numerous sprouts which, since 
they utilize the root systems of the 
large trees they replace, grow faster 
than seedlings, at least initially. 
However this proliferation of 
sprouts also has disadvantages. The 
sprouts are usually crowded on and 
around the stumps. This exposes 
them to basal rot as the stump un- 
derneath rots away. Although vig- 
orous, clearcut sprouts may not be 
thrifty. Of course, clearcuts result in 
numerous sprouts only if the trees 
cut are hardwoods and sufficiently 
small, since large hardwoods sel- 
dom sprout much while conifers 
almost never do so. Most of the 
existing clearcuts in the Central Ap- 
palachians were done in very im- 
mature stands less than 50 years in 
age, hence the sprouting success. 
However the trees which were 
clearcut were by and large derived 
from seedlings that resulted from 
cutting the original primary forest 
of large trees. Trees being clearcut 
are straighter and sounder than 
those now developing from these 
sprouts in clearcuts. 

The many small trees which 
have been cut in clearcuts have re- 
sulted in other disadvantages. Be- 
cause most of the nutrients, exclu- 
sive of those in leaves, limbs and 
roots, reside in the bark, and since 
small trees contain a larger propor- 
tion of bark than do large ones, their 
removal depletes the soil dispropor- 
tionately when compared with the 
removal of large trees. It is likely 
that this effect contributes to the 
disproportionate growth in 
clearcuts of red maple and scarlet 


oak, species adapted to poor soil. 

Proponents of clearcutting 
usually say that opponents object to 
the method because its results are 
unsightly and then patronizingly 
assure them that nature will soon 
heal the scars and regenerate a vig- 
orous new forest. Yet no informed 
critics of clearcutting base their 
criticism on mere appearances. To 
many people, fire scars and 
blowdowns would seem as un- 
sightly as clearcuts. However, natu- 
ral disturbances have few if any of 
the negatives of timber extraction. 
Nutrients are not hauled away with 
wood products. Compaction of 
soils and destruction of the forest 
floor do not occur unless the fire 
burns very hot — usually as a result 
of human-induced fuel loads. Most 
importantly, unless human inter- 
vention via fire suppression and sal- 
vage logging occur, naturally dis- 
turbed areas have little contact with 
the outside human-modified 
world. Consequently there are 
fewer avenues of entry for alien spe- 
cies — including humans. Still, ap- 
pearances do count for something, 
and the ugliness of clearcuts also 
indicates their destructiveness. 
Many unsightly and devastating 
clearcuts exist in the Appalachians. 
Gross erosion scars, acres of barren 
ground, and poor regeneration are 
found in the ecologically distinc- 
tive Hidden Valley Special Manage- 
ment Area in the Warm Springs 
Ranger District of the GWNF. Here 
on dry low site index land west of 
the Jackson River a forest of largely 
scarlet, white and chestnut oak 
trees less than 10 inches in diameter 
were clearcut with disastrous re- 
sults. Bare sandy eroding soil is 
exposed over wide areas, while re- 
generation is confined to widely 
spaced clumps of crowded and infe- 
rior sprouts. These clearcuts are in 
gross violation of the forest plan 
and were done despite citizen objec- 
tions. 

Unfortunately, clearcutting 
on state lands, where it is justified as 
wildlife habitat improvement (as it 
is on the National Forest), is as yet 
little challenged. 

This article is a contribution of 
Virginians for Wilderness to Alter- 
native Forest Plans for the George 
Washington, Jefferson, and 
Monongahela National Forests. 
The enthusiastic assistance of Mike 
Jones, Steve Krichbaum and Gus 
Mueller is appreciated. 

For a copy of our widely dis- 
tributed flier "Clearcuts: Why 
They're the Worst" contact Vir- 
ginians for Wilderness, RT 1 Box 
250, Staunton, VA 24401. 


Victory on 
Mill 

Mountain 

The US Forest Service is keep- 
ing it a secret, but they recently 
dropped the Mill Mountain Timber 
Sale on the George Washington 
National Forest in Virginia. This 
sale would have roaded a critical 
area adjacent to the Rich Hole Wil- 
derness and threatened a rare 
mountain pond on Pond Ridge. 
Dropping the sale is associated with 
the recent designation of 10,826 
acres of Mill Mountain as officially 
roadless. 

We first learned about Pond 
Ridge from Brenda Vest in 1988 
before our First Eastern Big Wilder- 
ness Conference. Trees had already 
been marked for cutting to the 
Pond's very edge. Despite the im- 
pressiveness of the area and our 
presentation regarding the need to 
designate it a Wilderness, we got 
only minimal commitment by the 
Forest Service to protect it. It was 
important to gain at least tempo- 
rary protection from the imminent 
timber sale until such time as the 
area might be designated a Roadless 
or a Wilderness Study Area. 

We continued to press the 
issue in numerous letters, demon- 
strations and field trips and par- 
ticularly in our Spring 1989 ren- 
dezvous. The Forest Service had 
failed even to mention the Pond in 
its EA for the timber sale, stating 
that no unusual values were present 
in the area. We were kept in the dark 
as plans for the area unfolded. Only 
recently did we learn, from a West 
Virginia activist, that the Mill 
Mountain Sale had been dropped. 

All who supported the effort to 
save Mill Mountain deserve credit 
for the rescue of a variety of spe- 
cies — the salamanders, inverte- 
brates and aquatic plants of Pond 
Ridge and the bear who use its mud 
wallows, the countless trees, shrubs 
and wildflowers and diverse wild- 
life of the expansive mountain 
slopes and hollows and, as impor- 
tantly, the solitude of 
unfragmented habitat. However, 
such areas are never truly safe, as 
experienced activists know. The 
Mill Mountain Roadless Area is still 
at the mercy of the evolving Forest 
Plan. We must continue our vigi- 
lance to assure Mill Mountain re- 
mains inviolate and takes its place 
in an expanded Wilderness/Corri- 
dor System for the entire Appala- 
chians and beyond. 

— Bob Mueller 
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Pals in Prison, cont... 


continued from page 1 4 

lights. When I get back outside to work, my 
nerves will settle and time here will go faste r. Zen 
Itfoppln# is much harder than Zen r aking. I'm 
learning to knit in a class arid have knitted two 
sweaters for the homeless project. There are three 
"12 step" meetings in here I attend plus the unity 
church, yOga, s piritual fceahrig and stress man- - 
agement class'"'Tlrdse"be.lp tne stay in touch with 
my recovery and self-discovery I was pursuing on 
the outside. Also, they help us inmates who want 
to change ourselves find each other so w^-can 
build a support system for each othe r . . Xnothe^ 
' gift and challenge 1!> titt? sweat loageT Tve taken 
the responsibility rtrpourtlTgwatef for one group 


each month and tend the fire for another. Even 


f hough I don't feel qualified to do th is I h ave th e 
' ' ost experienc e of anvon^ in here with th e sweat 


ibdge. It's kind of like the blind leading the blin d . ) 

For sanity I get ufTeach morning at 5 or so 
and run on the track for two miles, then walk and 
watch the stars fade, think, pray. I listen for the 
pair of Great-Horned owls and the coyote's song 
as the dawn begins. I sing my prayers, sal ute th e 
p-sun an d do the only two T ia Chi moves I know. 
jVery helpful books to read every ~day"are Earth 
I Prayers and t he many poetry collection s friends 
send in . Poetry helps me access my feelings and 
keep me open. Its easy to numb out in here and 
I have to work to stay open. I crave this time in 
the morning in the dark. At dusk after work we 
aren't allowed to walk on the track, so I find_p 
corner in the dark and gaze at the star^My 
musical tendencies are becoming well known. 
I've sung a few times in classes and at church 
services and I am practicing the guitar regularly) 

Mail comes every day and I am in awe of how 
many people write and send things. Lean, receive 
only pa perback books, magazi nes, papers and 
money Hn postal money orders only ).) I carTbuy 
things like yarn, toilet items, laundry soap, etc. 
but cannot receive any from the outside. No 
audio tapes either. I bought a radio and that's my 
source of music besides myself and some of the 
women in here who are talented singers and 
instrumentalists. 

My tape is advertised in three catalogues and 
sales trickle in to my friends in Jerome. Soon they 
will have to have another batch of tapes made. 
It's nice to be learning business skills in here so 
when I get out I can manage a mail order busi- 
ness; new concepts to me. If you want to get a 
tape of 18 acapella environmental songs, write 
to: Jerome Headlands Press at POB N Jerome, Ariz 
86331 USA. The tape is called Gentle Warrior and 
is $12. 

The desert and critters who live here have 
helped me stay connected to who I am and why 
I'm here. The women I'm meeting are of many 
colors, cultures and classes. Everyone here, in- 
mates and guards, are teaching me things it 
would be harder to learn somewhere else. I 
(sometimes) know why I'm here. When I get out 
of my own way, it's a rich and rewarding experi- 
ence. I've become friends with and met some 
beautiful souls here. There are transformations 
happening in people regularly, miracles every 
day to see how some of us are waking up. As our 
culture crumbles and decays, there are emerging 
from the rotten stench some beautiful perfumed 
flowers. 

Keep writing, your support and care have 
been phenomenal! I'll update this in a month or 
two. Thanks for your interest and encourage- 
ment. It helps so much. 

Blessed Be with Love and Light 
Peg 

The update on that letter is as follows: 

Peg just got moved out of the kitchen job; that's the good 
news. Her parole hearing took place on Feb. 26 and from there 
stems the bad news. Pegwas denied parole. Hot only that, they are 
attempting to change her "rating," which is used in part to 
determine a release date, from a 4 to an 8. Higher is worse, 8 is the 
worst. A rating of 8 would give her a release date 100 months from 
her entry date, which of course doesn't hold because her entire 
sentence is 36 months. But for the parole board to express that they 
would like to see her stay in prison even longer than her sentence — 
even though she was not convicted of a violent crime, there were no 
weapons involved, she is not a repeat offender, she had a job and 
housing lined up for her release and many letters of character 


Watch 

CIA is in this jungle 
somewhere 
i can smell 

their white thighs 
their balls hanging sodden 
between; 

even the monkeys are quiet. 
— WlLDHARTE 


reference, she is taking classes in prison and her behavior has been 
everything it should be — in otherwords she would appear to have 
everythi ng going for her for an early release — their action confirms 
our fears. That is, that this is being treated politically, not based 
on the facts, and that the "system, " in this case the parole board, 
continues to label Peg and Mark as terrorists. This latest develop- 
ment is, of course, pretty devastating to Peg. She needs the 
movement's support more than ever. Her attorney is appealing the 
parole board's decision, and there is reason to believe he could be 
successful. Let's hope so. 

Mark Davis, who began serving his 6 year sentence on Sept. 
23, was moved in January from Safford, Arizona to another 
federal facility in Boron, California, in the Mojave desert. During 
the transfer, which took a number of days, he got a tour of federal 
prisons and county jails in Arizona and California, a view of the 
incarceration scene that was quite grim indeed. He said it re- 
minded him that many, many people are far worse off than he, 
chilling perspective though it may be. The Boron prison where 
Mark is now is a step up from his previous digs in that it is a less 
high security place (no razor wire) and somewhat more accessible 
to those who would want to visit him. He told me when he first 
arrived that he observed that many of his new “roomies" had 
subscriptions to publications like Forbes and the Wall Street 
Journal which would say something about the place. Restrictions 
on mail and such are the same: only paper, no hardcover books. 
When sending (paperback) books, magazines or newspapers (i.e., 
anything other than a letter), $rite "BOP authorized ma tertaT' . 
f ’fnclosed Z-on the outside and it stands a better chance of getting 
through. It is rather arbitrary whether stuff gets through; some 
books I sent never got to him nor were they returned to me. Sending 
stuff "return receipt requested" helps. Mark now has access to a 
typewriter, so he's able to write, and in fact said he plans to submit 
something for the next issue of the EF! journal. He has secured a 
lawyer to see him through the parole process. The legal team is 
working pro bono; however, there are expenses and the Arizona 
Legal Offense Fund has run dry. Mark also needs funds to help 
cover collect calls to his daughters in Arizona, and money for 
personal expenses in prison (stamps, envelopes, etc.) He cannot 
receive items like stamps directly through the mail, but he can 
purchase stuff at the commissary if there is money in his account. 
The address of the Legal Offense Fund will follow; you can 
earmark a donation for Mark's personal expenses or for his phone 
bills or for legal expenses if you like, but funds are fairly urgently 
needed. 

Both Peg and Mark greatly appreciate letters, from old 
friends and new acquaintances alike. They need and deserve our 
support. 


Addresses: 

Arizona 2 Legal Offense Fund 
1385 Iron Springs Rd. 

Box #104 

Prescott, Arizona 86301 

Peg Millett 

#23 1 1 8-008 
37900 No. 45th Ave. 

Dept. 1785 
Phoenix, A Z 85027 


Mark Davis 
#23 1 06-008 
FPC 

Box 1000 MB064 
Boron, CA 93516 



Simply subsitute the word "minister" with 
some figurehead of our enslaving power elite, 
such as congressman so and so. 

As for the issue of "monkeywrenching" it- 
self, I may not, by court order, advocate it, nor 
would I have done so otherwise. I feel that it is 
ironic, however, that the FBI can freely use illegal 
and unethical tactics toward their political ends 
(especially considering that politics is not part of 
their just description). Are their goals more noble 
than those of EF! supporters? Even the judge 
presiding over our trial said he did not hold the 
FBI accountable for their actions — as if they had 
some unwritten license to defy ethics and law. 
The injustice and hypocrisy here is frightening. 
What is especially frightening is that the actions 
of the FBI cannot be justified by considering 
necessity with respect to law enforcement but 
can only be explained by their preoccupation 
with bigoted, selfish motivations. And what is 
most frightening is that there is no one to oversee 
the activites of the FBI. 

According to the Bill of Rights, we as US 
citizens, have the right to bear arms and to defend 
ourselves in the event of such oppressive hypoc- 
risy. You might think now that I am going to 
write something that will titillate those of you 
who are members of the NRA. It might seem 
logical that in response to the FBI's violent show 
of weaponry that we acquire our own flesh- 
mutilating devices as a means of defense... but 
that is exactly what they would like us to do. 
They would silence us as fast as they did the Black 
Panthers and the American Indian Movement 
(AIM). They would point their fingers at us as 
"violent militants" while all the time they would 
be hiding behind their backs an arsenal of hid- 
eous weapons and anti-personnel tactics. If you 
are fed up with the intrusive tactics of the FBI and 
other government agencies, the way to fend off 
their assault is through the press. Expose them 
for what they are and what they do. This is their 
most dreaded nightmare. I know — I was present 
at our plea bargain pow-wow, along with the 
other defendants, the US Attorneys and several 
FBI agents. The main concern of all parties of the 
government was how they would appear in the 
press. Quite frankly, with what had already been 
exposed and with what was likely to be exposed, 
they were terribly paranoid. . .and only the tip of 
the iceberg had been exposed. 

It seems overburdening that those who work 
so faithfully to protect and improve our world 
should also have to defend themselves against 
oppressive forces. For those of you who have had 
the forbearance and tolerance to turn the other 
cheek to the government's ambush, I tip my hat. 

I guess it is all part of pursuing change. 


1 would like to end by expressing my respect 
for all of you who are so caring and devoted and 
if there were memberships available in EF!, I 
would be the first to join. 

— Marc Baker 
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My First Monkeywrench 


By Anonymous 

I'd never done any 
monkeywrenching before, al- 
though I allied myself with Earth 
First! several years ago. I was a 
completely above-ground activist; 
road blockades, some demonstra- 
tions and guerilla theater, playing 
the legal game a bit. I had yet to see 
a single victory, a single scrap of 
land saved through any of my ef- 
forts. I felt ready to broaden my 
range of tactics. 

The thought of being included 
in an Earth Night action with a few 
of my more ex- 
perienced 
friends appealed 
to me. But, that 
didn't work out, 
so I decided to 
take the initia- 
tive myself 
whil^ visiting 
home, to vent 
the energy I'd 
built up. Be- 
sides, it would 
give me the 
chance to 
avenge a few old 
(ongoing) 
wrongs. 

I grew up 
on the fringes of suburbia and spent 
my childhood watching my favor- 
ite escapes bulldozed to make room 
for more prefabricated neighbor- 
hoods, creeks silt up and choke the 
salamanders, fields turn into shop- 
ping centers, and country roads 
widen into six lane speedways. 

I left that area five years ago. 
Every time I come back to visit, I'm 
shocked at how many more apart- 
ment complexes there are, how 
much more traffic, how many fewer 
groundhogs, skunks and possum. 
Only the deer seem more abundant 
as they dazedly wander into hous- 
ing developments (neighborhood 
is really too kind a word) or out into 
the roads that encircle their islands - 


of trees. On a personal, emotional 
level this hurts me more than losing 
the redwoods I've never seen or the 
wolf I've never heard howl. Al- 
though I never could live in the area 
again, in some ways it will always be 
home. 

Driving to an old friend's 
house my first day home I saw the 
target I'd been subconsciously 
looking for: Various large imple- 
ments of destruction posed in front 
of a model home with a sign that 
said "NOW SHOWING." The last of 
?v h'u. ™<cthe com fields, the 
last of the old, rot- 
ting barns, the last 
of the people who 
work on the land 
rather than at a 
computer, would 
soon be gone. 

I went back 
.later that night 
and prowled 
around the 
machines, looking. 
A trailer on the lot 
had a light on. I 
peeked in but saw 
only an empty 
desk and chair, a 
phone and a lamp. 
In fact, the whole place was pretty 
brightly lit, with spotlights on the 
model house, and all its lights blaz- 
ing too. This made me nervous. 
The machines sat close to the roads, 
and despite the hour, there was a 
fairly constant flow of traffic. But 
people in the suburbs are condi- 
tioned not to notice their surround- 
ings. It would probably take spot- 
lights and a sign on me: "NOW 
MONKEYWRENCHING" before 
anyone paid any attention. 

All I had with me at the time 
was my Swiss Army knife. I tried 
poking a hole in one of the tractor 
tires with the leather punch. No 
luck. I'd need to get some real tools. 

The next day I bought etching 


cream at a stained glass craft store, 
tin cutters and paint. I raided the 
tool box and pantry at home for 
epoxy glue, karo syrup, rubber 
gloves (etching cream burns skin), a 
sponge, a hammer and nails. I re- 
turned to the construction site that 
night; the full moon and winter 
solstice. 

I felt like a high school kid 
sneaking out of the house, taking 
the car keys from my mother's 
purse, trying to close the door si- 
lently, backing out of the driveway 
with the headlights off. It added a 
few complications to the proce- 
dure, being at my parents' house, 
but it also provided the perfect 
cover. Unless I was actually caught 
red-handed, the cops would hardly 
come to their very respectable split- 
level looking for eco-terrorists. 

I parked next to the construction 
site. I shouldered my backpack of 
paraphernalia, pulled on the rubber 
gloves, and walked along the road. 
A bulldozer sat just off the shoulder, 
its shovel poised at the edge of a 
narrow strip of trees. They'd be 
gone the next working day. 
Granted, it wasn't exactly an old 
growth forest; scraggly maples a few 
inches around and thorn bushes. 
The place had obviously been 
cleared before. But this was like 
ripping the scab off a wound just as 
the healing began. 

As I stood contemplating the 
situation, a car whizzed by, flood-, 
ing me in its headlights. A bit close 
for comfort. I moved on. A diesel 
steam shovel sat the furthest back, 
so I walked over to it. Glass enclosed 
the high cab, so I knelt down and 
took the etching cream out of my 
pack. I poured some of the brown 
paste on a damp sponge I brought, 
climbed up on one of the tires and 
smeared it all over the windshield. 
I'd never used the stuff before. As 
far as I could tell, it just turned the 
window mud colored but according 


to the bottle, it reacts chemically 
with the glass to produce those nice 
designs you see on expensive glass 
salad bowls and pitchers. So, when 
the workers try to wash it off in the 
morning, it will leave the glass 
opaque and rough. Next I 
pulled out my cutters. Unfortu- 
nately, the ones I bought only 
opened wide enough to snip the 
narrowest cables, tubes and wires. I 
could have done much more dam- 
age with a bigger pair. But what the 
hell; a few main lines cut, some 
karo syrup in the gas tank, epoxy in 
the locks and a ruined windshield. 

I'd raise the cost of operations a bit. 

I moved from machine to ma- 
chine, cutting what I could, gum- 
ming up the engines and etching 
the glass. I tried banging nails into 
the sidewall of the tires, but still 
couldn't make a hole. I decided not 
to use the paint because the damage 
I'd done was not as impressive as I'd 
imagined it would be. I didn't want 
to leave a militant message on a 
half-assed job. I'd wait until I had 
better tools. 

On the way back to the car Ia 
paused again in front of the dozer A 
by the strip of trees. I remember ed l 
seeing dozers just li ke that out 
my childhood castles and cave s I | 
just couldn't pass it up. I ducked 
until there were no cars coming, ' 
then quickly unscrewed the gas cap 
and poured in the rest of the karo 
syrup. Done. 

I trotted back to the parking 
lot, my pulse racing. The whole 
way home I kept glancing in the 
rear view mirror, expecting to see 
the red and blue lights any minute. 

It had been too easy. I found myself 
planning for the next time; I'd get 
bigger cutters, find something to 
pierce that thick rubber. Of course, 

I wouldn't go back to the same site, 
but there's no shortage of deserving 
targets. 
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EARTH NIGHT NEWS 


Dozers Decommissioned 

A motor-grader and a John 
Deere bulldozer were damaged ata 
development in Ashland, Oregon 
on January 25 or 26. Hoses were 
cut and dirt poured in the fuel 
tanks and oil fill tubes and the 
machines were coveted with graf- 
fiti saying, "Down with Develop- 
ment" and “This is Deer Country." 

Ed Houghton, owner of the 
property to be developed, said the 
monkeywrenchers did $15,000 
worth of damage. This is the sec- 
ond time machinery at this site 
have been targeted. Mike Benke, 
of the subcontracting company 
that owns the machines, said the 
cost of development in Ashland 
could be driven up and contrac- 
tors, "...are going to take a second 
look at their bids...." 

—Source: the Ashland Daily 
Tidings 


Electrocuted Luddite 

An unknown Luddite met his 
death trying to sabotage a Pacific 
Gas & Electric tower in Los 
Gatos, just outside San Jose, 
California. The body of a man in 
his 20s was found in the tower 
with explosives strapped to his 
body. He caused a blackout of 
10,000 homes in the area. PG&E, 
police and the county coroner 
have given out no information 
about the man or the blackout. 

-Source: Seattle Post/ 

Intelligencer 


Logging Tower Torched 

A logging tower and some log- 
ging equipment were burned in 
the Coon Skinner Timber Sale of 
the Siuslaw National Forest in Or- 
egon. The fire started on Sunday, 
February 2, when no workers were 
on the site. The fire was reported by 
people cutting firewood nearby. 
There was $400,000 worth of dam- 
age done before the fire was put 
out. 

Although a Forest Service offi- 
cial claimed the sale was not par- 
ticularly controversial, the 115 
acres slated to be clearcut was owl 
habitat and the average age of the 
trees was 120 years old. 

The loggers and Forest Service 
assume, because no note ox logos 
were left, that the fire was not the 
work of Earth FirstJers. 

—Source; The Register Guard 


F&WS Spikes Trees 

A stand of huge walnut trees 
along the bank of the Mississippi 
River in Iowa which is recom- 
mended for "reclamation" has 
been spiked. TheTallgrass Prairie 
EFiers don't have to worry about 
police knocking on their doors 
over this one, though: the trees 
were spiked twenty years ago by 
fish and wildlife employees. A 
couple trees were stolen for their 
valuable wood, and the govern- 
ment drove metal spikes into 
their trunks to dissuade tree 
poachers. 

The current regime of fish and 
wildlife employees were confused 
by the tactics of their predecessors 
but the old guard are proud of the 
precedent they set. "Us old Fish 
and Wildlife employees some- 


let's follow their shining ex- 
ample. ' 

— Source: tmwaukon Standard 
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Shit Fer Brains, cont. . . . 


continued from page 3 they finally went to someone who can un- 


I must accept a portion of the blaixn 
since at the time of publication my work 
schedule made it impossible for me to take an 
agressive role in the editing process. On the 
other hand, the final form the article took 
betrays an utter lack of understanding of the 
content of the article itself and raises the 
question — did the editors even read it before 
they edited it? 

What was sent to the journal was an 
eight page, meticulously documented his- 
tory of the ongoing process by which one 
part of the mountain after another ha ve been 
trashed despite state and federal laws pro- 
tecting it as endangered species habitat. It's 
hard to imagine that someone could read 
those eight pages and then begin the article 
with the sentence: "S.B. Mtn...has at last 
fallen to developers who intend to build 578 
residential units on San Bruno's south end. ” 

S.B. Mtn. has not " at last fallen, ” it is in 
the process of being tom down, it has been in 
the process of being tom down for 30 years 
and if nothing changes it will continue to be 
tom down for another 30 yearsl 

But wait a minute! That's not all that 
is wrong with this idiotic opening sentence. 
Someone has apparently imagined that the 
"Northeast ridge" is somehow on S.B. Mm’s 
"south end.” I wish I could just shrug it off 
and say nice try, but what comes to mind is 
something close to Wake Up! Put that joint 
down for a moment and take a look at the 
stuff you're supposed to be editing. Miss your 
deadline if necessary but get it right! 

There are other examples where edi- 
tors overstepped their bounds and added 
their own bogus information or just used bad 
editorial judgement, but in the interests of 
avoiding hysteria 1 would like to close with 
one positive point about the future cred- 
ibility of EF! and the journal. 

It is possible for us to publish a journal 
that is not an embarassment to the move- 
ment! But people have to realize that a 
rotating, temporary staff of overworked, 
underpaid editors will not ever work. 

I have seen a frightening level of denial 
among members of the journal staff(s) in 
discussions that I've been a party to. I'm not 
threatening to quit the club and 1 don't 
think the journal's problems are the fault 
of the editors who work so hard and so 
thanklessly. The problem is that we're trying 
to do too much with too few resources and 
thereby guaranteeing failure. 

My hope is that people arrive at the 
Oregon activist conference deadly serious 
about the task at hand and not in denial and 
not looking for somebody to blaim. 

— Mark Huntington 

Earth First! 

I was in my favorite book store here in 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada, when I noticed a 


derstand. 

I don't think I'm going to become a 
radical any time soon but I do support any 
action that brings death to no one. In our 
present global situation, that's rare. 1 can't 
think of many human endeavors that don't 
bring death to the world in some way. 
There's a part of me that so much wants to 
really put an end to the destruction caused by 
humans that I can’t be sure I'd stop before 
somebody got killed. Maybe I'm just a bit too 
passionate. Maybe I'm just making excuses. 
— Chris Pearce 

Dear Shit fer Brains: 

Phillip Slater asserted that individuals 
who have been raised with televised com- 
panionship exhibit the peculiar sociopathy 
of unwillingness to interactively contribute 
to community. When a television program 
ceases to entertain, one changes the channel 
or tumes the television off; there is no input 
from the viewer. Similarly, when a game or 
activity ceases to entertain, an individual 
raised with television leaves the game to join 
another or to go home. 

Regardless of the sociological merit of 
Phillip Slater's arguement, the assertion 
provides a powerfully repulsive metaphor for 
some behavior. Here I apply the metaphor to 
letters from the Ecotopians, Devall, and 
Grumbine in the Yule issue. The Ecotopians 
appear to have departed the Journal with 
several slaps on the face for the editorial 
collective and a little hom-tooting; Devall 
(with a great deal of horn tooting), 
Grumbine and their Fund seem to have lev- 
eled unwarranted, unspecific compaints 
against the collective and said "We're gonna 
take our money-ball 'n' go play with some- 
one else." 

Allison Slater responds adequately to 
the Ecotopian's queries and worries; Devall's 
speculative accusations do not merit re- 
sponse; and Grumbine’s charge that the 
Journal compromises deep ecological values 
UAs shown to be flawed by Sprout's editorial. 
v Beyond responding adequately to the 
complaints, the editors have contributed 
positive statements. Sprout suggests that 
nonviolence and anti-sociopathy are norms 
that are subject to questioning within the 
Earth First! movement. Employing Naess' 
format, Sprout's assertion is that 
Nonviolence! and No sociopathy! are lower 
level norms than Earth first! Sprout also 
manifests a fundamental understanding of 
deep ecology; "I simply put this out and ask 
that we begin to question. We must question 
our ideas and especially our reactions" (my 
emphases). 

Unfortunately, what has potential to 
be part of a productive dialogue in the 
Journal may not bear fruit as the Ecotopians 
may not read our input or continue to con- 


paper that, for some reason, really caught my 
eye. It was the Yule 1991 edition of your 
paper. I paid for it, took it home, and dis- 
covered the radical in me staring up from the 
pages, What a surprise to find a paper, indeed 
a whole community, of people like me. (The 
difference is that you actually do these 
things.) 

During September '91 we here in 
Calgary had an incident involving two 
dogs — a rot wieller and pit bull — who'd killed 
the neighbour's dog. The city demanded the 
dogs be put down (executed) under the vi- 
cious dog bylaw of the city. 

The owner of the dogs — a man named 
Cluckie — refused to give up the dogs and was 
put in jail for not telling the court where the 
dogs could be found. He’d moved them to a 
farm outside of town. When he finally did 
reveal their whereabouts, there was only one 
dog. The other had been "returned to its 
owner in Ontario. " The courts seemed happy 
with that and, after killing the one dog, they 
released Cluckie. 

During this time I had applauded 
Cluckie for not turning the dogs in. He’d 


tribute to the discussion and Devall and 
Grumbine have gone to play elsewhere. 

Eliminating her conditionals, Allison 
Slater has written an accurate description of 
the Earth First! movement, incidentally 
consistent with Foreman’s description of the 
movment at its inception: "Earth 
Firstlers... are. ..activists, drawn together in 
the belief that the destruction of nature has 
to end now. Everything else... is up for de- 
bate. We don't have to agree with each other. 
We don't even have to like each other." Our 
"statements of fundamental belief (Naess' 
level 1 ) may differ and our consequential and 
particular decisions and practices (levels 3 
and 4) may not coincide but our general 
norm (level 2), Earth Firstl unifies us as a 
communituy with an effective communica- 
tions like in the Earth Firstl Journal. That is a 
link worth preserving. Keep contributing to 
our community, Ecotopia, bring back your 
money-ball, Grumbine, and stick with the 
game, Devall. 

By the way, where's Foreman? 

Going deep for Earth first! 

— Kristian Shawn Omland 


maintained the dogs were not vicious. He 
said they'd attacked the neighbour's dog (a 
toy breed if I remember correctly) because it 
was always tormenting them. One day the 
Cluckie dogs managed to escape their run 
and answer the challenge the toy had issued 
time and again. 

All my friends said there was some- 
thing wrong with me if 1 supported these 
"killer dogs." And cheering for some crimi- 
nal who refused to allow the animals to be 
killed was certainly not mentally healthy. I 
wrote two letters at that time, one to the local 
editors and one to the world. My brother 
didn't agree with me but he thought the 
letters were well written so he faxed them 
around. I received no response from anyone. 
I'm sending copies to you simply so I’ll kno V 
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To Earth Firstl, 


though in true EF! fashion, it happened 
backwards: not from the stagnating central 
powers trying to hold on to their fickle 
funding or any political inroads they have 


i ssue that may go against the prevailin g 
thought, hut fro m a small group trying to 
“decide for the rest of us what we should not 
be discussing. I'm referring to the "Count Us 
Out" article written by Ecotopia Earth Firstl, 
in the Yule '9 1 Journal, where they condemn 
__the Journal's printing of an article that al- 
~y J ludes to the shooting of hunters.. 

' Ecotopia EF! claim that "Earth First is 
opposed to violence against humans and 



nr 


other living beings." In the same article, 
they claim “we are not even opposed to 
hunting in general..." Maybe the 
cheeseburger stuffed in their mouth is 
not letting them see the contradictions in 
their own thinking. 

The issue of meat-eating, its environ- 
mental devastation, as well as the ethical 
arguments against it, is a good example of 
how the non-censorship of an idea, upset- 
ting as it may be, can stimulate thought and 
discussion. Most of us in Earth Firstl grew up 
eating meat and caring about the environ- 
ment at the same time. And most of us met 
the idea of giving up animal eating with 
defensiveness, denial, and even anger. After 
thought and discussion, many of us have 
turned vegan. 

Hunt sabotage is another subject that 
didn't receive much support in the early 
years of the Hunt Sabs, even though most 
Hunt Saboteurs were Earth Firstlers. With 
this in mind it is quite ironic that Ecotopia 
EF! refers to Hunt Sabs as "true eco-warriors" 


paranoid can some people get? After 2 assas- 
sination attempts on Judi Bari's life, she isn't 
afraid to use her real name! I am real sorry she 
and the Ecotopia EF folks are dropping out, 
we need you inside their movement. Don't 
let a few ignorant rednecks force you out! 
The struggle continues. 

Dear Shit For Wits — 

The advice to carry a firearm for mercy 
killing on animal liberation actions is wit- 
less. That advice is a crap trap. One activist 
with a gun and it's open season on us all. It'll 
be shoot first ask questions later. The same 
issue gave directions, w/graphics, of how to 
trap animals. Hmmm. 

Now lotsa people here in Ecotopia say 
the Journal has gone in a bad way. The the 
Journal is infiltrated. Infiltration begins w/ 
in I say. The plain simple fact is bad advice 
be eminating from these pages. I won't be 
buyin this journal anymore. Anyway, A 
Journal don't jibe w/E.F.! Jive. 

Adios 


and invokes our safety as a reason for censor- 
ing the idea of using guns as a tool to stop 
hunting. 

Personally, I think — after many days of 
going back and forth over the issue with 
friends and in my own mind — that there is 
nothing that one can do with a gun that 
cannot also be done with other tools and a 
little stealth. A gun is the tool of a coward 
and a lazy-ass. But so is censorship. 

Ecotopia EF! may argue that the con- 
cept of killing another human is where they 
must draw the line, and so, censor all dis- 
cussion on this issue. But it is thought and 
discussion on the concept that has revealed 
to me, and those I have spoken with, the flaw 
in the prevailing Earth First! thought. I 
submit thattheflawis the patriarchal idea of 
fighting, killing, and finally winning over an 
enemy and then setting up your better way 
after final victory. The censorship of the 
issue of killing humans and cows would not 
reveal to us so profoundly this flaw. Our 
effort should be put into discussing and 
tearing apart the idea of killing, and then 
finding the root of the problem — not quit- 
ting. And if the current editors of the Journal 
are censoring your efforts to do so, then get 
your ass to Missoula and do it yourself. 

Be warned. Our thoughts and beliefs 


— E.T. Buttes Dweller, Ecotopia 


' Dear SFB: L 

The “Trees are For Hanging — Kill a \ 
Developer" cartoon in the Brigid Journal is f 
the kind of worthless bullshit that hurts us \ 
all. Come on. SAB a developer: as often as j 
possible. Lynchings: we really are a very i 
white movement, aren't we? \ 

l Love from griz country, 

\ — Frida Rome V 


Dear EFIers: 

The reaction by the Ecotopia group(s) 
to the article “A Hunting We Will Go” is 
about as irrational as anything I've seen in 
the Journal. They seem to forget that the 
Journal is a forum for all views, including 
those with which we may not agree. 

By all means, let us have non-violent 
demonstrations if they serve our purpose, 
but historically, those in power will risk their 
total destruction rather than abandon their 
privileges. It is well that those who choose 
the violent way understand this. That's why^i 
revolutions tend to be bloody affairs — and 
a revol ution is long past due. 

— ' The perfect scheme; 

The grand old plan; 


are travelling so far from the mainstream 
that we are becoming non- compatible with 
even our families, neighbors, and old 
friends. And those who cannot open up to 
the ideas of veganism, animal liberation, 
anti -hunting, hunt sabbing, and feminism 
will write articles telling us we should shoot 
cows, hunters, and maybe even the Pres i- 
dent. But we must stay strong (even thougTs 
th/e concept may be inviting) and explain! 
that the thought of killing as a means to solve/ 
a problem is a thought central in the mind f 
pf those that are killing this planet. 

1— Tony, m-Sapha Cruz ~ 

Dear Editor: 


They will take who have the power; 

They may Wppp who ran 

What we are contending for is control over 
our natural heritage that is being laid to 
waste by those who are in control of our 
government. 

t 1 expect that more will choose the 
Hfiolent way as they come to realize that their 
own lives are endangered by this 
government's policies and that the change 
required is beyond what peaceable means 
have been left to us by those in power. 
f — Zorro 

Dear Fertile Minds, 

It never ceases to bore me when over 


I am so inspired to see EF starting to 
change from the unenlightened redneck 
image to a more intelligent and humane 
movement. The redneck macho man days 
are coming to an end and the Eco-feminist, 
non-alcoholic, non-violent, vegetarian, ani- 
mal lovers are infiltrating and taking over EF. 
The letters condemning the stupidity and 
cruelty of shooting cows is just the beginning 
of a change in the EF movement. Those same 
men who advocate killing cows also eat meat 
and drink milk. They buy their meat and 
dairy products in the supermarkets and then 
have the nerve to blame cows for being 
environmentally destructive, when they 
support the beef and dairy industry! Give me 
a break, please. Those bumperstickers have 
got to go: “I'll take my beef poached, 
thanks". "Hunt cows, not bears". "Hunters: 
did a cow get your elk?" Dropping out is 
exactly what the EF rednecks want you to do 
and then EF will never change. There are alot 
of good people dropping out of the move- 
ment, because they can't tolerate the 
rednecks, who are refusing to change their 
consciousness. We need to educate them, be 
patient it may take some time. To all the 
vegetarian, animal lovers, non-violent, non- 
alcoholic, eco-feminists and other enlight- 
ened folks out there, please keep writing your 
letters and articles and come to the rendez- 
vous. "Everything must change", yes even 
EF. Keep the Faith. 

Sincerely, another vegetarian, 
EcoFeminist, anti-hunter 
— Dave Cutler” 

PS Also how come some EF's don't use their 
real names. What are they scared of? Maybe 
their not macho enough to take some criti- 
cism for their writing? How childish and 


and over again in the Journal we are re- 
minded by some jerk-off or another (possible 
euro-CENTRAL lack of INTELLIGENCE acme 
AGENCY plant) about the so-called corrup- 
tion of Earth Firstl principles by ecofeminism 
allied "WIMPS." Putting all the pieces of the 
oppression jigsaw puzzle together is still 
obviously a bit too tricky (read: confronta- 
tional and even radically EFFECTIVE) as far 
as more than a few good ol' boys and their 
cohorts are concerned. 

So, for all those stunned stunt men and 
women who think that WE'RE some kind of 
enemy, I say: Go right ahead. ..call us 
WIMPS! Like many terms distorted by the 
hierarchical establishment of yesteryear 
(and today). I'm quite sure that 'it ', too, holds 
some meaning much DEEPer than the shal- 
low rationale espoued by the truly anthropo- 
centric and loathing separatists in question. 
Heretofore, dear readers, when the word 
WIMP crosses your path in the context you 
know I am referring to, how about trying a 
little more reading between the lines? 

For example, perhaps WIMP really 
spells — "Wiseone Interrupting Mysogynist 
Patriarchy," or "Women Infiltrating Male 
Privilege!" And howabout, "Warriors in 
Mobilization for Peace," and Wary of Inter- 
nalized Mainstream Propaganda"? Then of 
course there are, "Witches Implicating 
Mal(e) Practice,” and "Worship Inspired by 
Matrifocal Perspective." After all, "What If 
More Mothers Protest Sterilization”?! 

Yes, some of us ARE empowered in our 
non-violent active defense of Wilderness by 
an understanding that all things are indeed 
connected, and wonder how any so-called 
radical environmentalist could lack the will 
to examine/acknowledge his or her own 
continued next page 



priviledge in a social (or anti-social, as the 
case may be!) relationship to the whole 
grand ordeal, and then not apply that 
awareness DIRECTLY1 We will continue to 
challenge the stagnant notion that expand- 
ing (as opposed to limiting... get it?) our 
activism to include the human animal's facts 
of life, inevitably places the Earth in any 
position other than absolutely, positively, 
100% First! And like it or not, for some of us 
EF1 also stands for EcoFeminism. So mote it 
be! 

Sincerely, 

— Fireweed 

Dear SFB, 

Rejecting the letter of support from the 
Reb. Niel Voight (SFB Samhain 1991) simply 
because he is a Catholic priest, as Zorro does 
(SFB Yule 1991), seems to me like telling a 
politician who drafts a no-compromise piece 
of biodiversity preservation legislation to go 
jump off a cliff. Simply because the Church, 
like the government, has been "one of the 
environment's most destructive institu- 
tions", does not mean that someone affili- 
ated with that institution cannot "see the 
light." And sometimes the people and cir- 
cumstances that shape an institution 
(whether it be our government, the Catholic 
Church, a regressive Sierra Club chapter, 
etc.) make it "crooked, ” rather than an inher- 
ent crookedness. We don’t need to condemn 
the principles our government borrowed 
from the Iroquois confederacy, for example, 
just because they have been twisted by cor- 
porate interests to create an institution out of 
harmony with that original spirit. (This is 
not to claim that at the instant of their 
adoption by the "Founding Fathers" they 
had not already been twisted to a degree.) We 
also need to remember that we can find good 
people even in the worst places. 

To continue the discussion of Christi- 
anity and the Church in the forms they are 
currently taking, I want to say first of all that 
after awakening to some of the patriarchal, 
anti-nature, destructive aspects in my early 
teens (I didn’t have words for all this then), 
I separated myself from them and have not 
returned since. I would have to “reform" and 
"change" Christianity and its institutions in 
too many ways to make them an option for 
me right now. But I've also started to recog- 
nize that what we currently see is not neces- 
sarily what the "original spirit" of the institu- 
tion, or the person whose name it took, was. 
Even within the Catholic Church right now 
there are voices, such as Matthew Fox's, 
proposing a wholesale reappraisal of the 
Church's assumptions. At a recent Earth and 
spirit conference 1 attended, Fox suggested 
that the person we know as Jesus — whose 
name has been used to justify and promote 
all kinds of authoritarian oppression, exploi- 
tation, negative attitudes toward self, other 
people, and the natural world (thus allowing 
their trampling and destruction) — would 
have been horrified by the fear-based reli- 
gion that some have erected and called 
"Christianity." Fox has frequently referred 
to the Christian deity as "Goddess" (earning 
him a one-year silencing by the Pope), and at 
the conference went so far as to say that the 
historical Jesus was in fact a Pagan. There 
does seem to be a lot of evidence that Jesus 
advocated not only radical social, political, 
and personal change but also a renewed 
harmony with the natural world. He did not 
dress up in a suit and drive to church every 
Sunday, to assuage his guilt and try to fill the 
spiritual emptiness left by the rest of his life. 
He camped out, flew in the fact of society and 
convention, espoused no-till lilly-of-the- 
field permaculture, and promoted values 
that (if someone other than the current, 
probably unwilling and outraged, symbol of 
"White Man’s Religion" had articulated 
them) most Earth Firstlers would probably 
agree with. 

Hypothetically, it would take only a 
few misguided or power-hungry minds and 
empty hearts to reinterpret a statement such 
as "I, you, everyone and everything are in- 
separable parts of Nature, of one Great Spirit/ 
Goddess, meant to live in harmony with the 
whole, which is greater than us," via an 
intermediary statement like “I am a manifes- 
tation of God(dess)", into a statement such 
as "1 am the only begotten Son of God the 
Father Almighty; you are wretched sinners 
whose only salvation lies in obeying my 
designated authority figures: Popes, preach- 
ers, Presidents, prayer books. " That transfor- 
mation could occur in a two-minute game of 
“telephone", if enough drinks have been 
consumed and the "Jesus” game of "tele- 
phone" has been going on for 2000 years. I 
don't mean to "deify" this person — that's 
already been done by others, as they say — 
but I do want to suggest that who he was and 


what has been spoken or done in his name 
may in some cases be diametrically opposed. 

People within as well as outside the 
Church right now are standing up for not 
only social and political justice and renewed 
personal wholeness but for ecological integ- 
rity — and acknowledging the harm that re- 
ligion has done in all of these areas. The 
hypocrisy of the churches' investments is no 
secret even within the churches. I don't at- 
tend Church nor can I find motivation to get 
involved voluntarily in an institution which 
seems out of sync in so many ways with 
what I believe and value. (This is partly 
because I had an "overdose of compromise” 
as a child.) But I've encountered people who 
are, through some combination of circum- 
stances, involved peripherally or directly in 
organized religion, who either already put 
the Earth first or are very close to making that 
leap. Whether or not we all claim to be 100% 
enlightened, we can't afford to shut out 
those who are "waking up. ” If biocentricity is 
ultimately the only viable viewpoint, then 
all sorts of people will be coming to it, and we 
should welcome them. 

Expressing distress and outrage, as 
Zorro was doing, at what our religious and 
spiritual institutions have done, is impor- 
tant. But taking this out on an individual 
who writes a friendly letter may not be the 
most appropriate way to promote change, 
either within or Without those institutions. I 
personally had many more fears about the 
Rev. Voight's proposal to put birth control 
fluid in our drinking water supplies than 
about his being a Catholic priest, but that's 
another subject. (At least his proposal illus- 
trates that there's diversity within Catholi- 
cism.) 

Thanks for the Journal. 

— Chris Roth 


Dear Friends, 

Sydney Haskell’s "British Columbia 
Betrayed" in the Brigid issue makes sad 
reading. Not for the particular story of be- 
trayal it tells, but because of the naivete of 
Haskell and others like him who really 
swallowed the New Democratic Party's 
(NDP's) pre-election promises. No politician 
or political party that aspires to power can be 
trusted. The NDP is a better crew than the 
wild bunch of right wing fanatics that sav- 
aged British Columbia for decades, but they 
are still a political party whose goal is to gain 
power. Once having gained it they know 
what they must do to retain it: appease those 
voters who will return the party to govern- 
ment at the next election. Those voters 
believe overwhelmingly that the only path 
for this province to take involves more and 
more progress, jobs, development, etc. The 
only way these people and the NDP party 
they support differ from those who support 
the right wing Social Credit and Liberals is in 
the means by which this goal is to be 
achieved; the goal is the same. In this 
scheme of things, wilderness, wildlife, old- 
growth forests, etc. play a role and are im- 
portant only in so far as they don’t get in the 
way of the stupid, headlong, economic de- 
velopment of the province. Haskell & Co, 
bless them, really believed the NDP’s pre- 
election promises (i.e. lies). But they had 
an option: the B.C. Green's ran candidates 
in most ridings and the Green's platform was 
clean and clear — the senseless, full blown 
economic binge must slow down and even- 
tually stop. Since the election last October, I 
have met many individuals who sheepishly 
admit to voting NDP rather than Green be- 
cause they feared the Social Credit yahoos 
would sneak back into power on a split vote. 
But if only one or two Greens had been 
elected or if the Green vote overall had been 
substantial, the mainline parties may, just 
may have realized that a large minority of the 
voters was deadly serious about changing the 
system, not just tinkering with it. TheNDPers 
are tinkerers. 

1 support Stephen, & Sockeye Sue, & 
Sarena, & Wild Wolf and all their wonderful 
colleagues, but I hope they have learned a 
fundamental lesson — "NEVER, NEVER, 
NEVER TRUST A POLITICIAN WHO ASPIRES 
TO POWER!" 

Peace 
— -Jim Miller 

Greetings from the Big Apple, rotting at 
the Core, 

After months of trying to get a Man- 
hattan Earth First! group going amidst the 
financial and social gloom of 1992, I have 
decided to call it quits, and be of service in 
other ways. During this difficult time, I kept 
my spirit high by burning a lot of candles and 
incense under my Earth flag and photo of 


Geronimo holding a rifle, and meditating for 
hours in the great warrior's image. Call it 90's 
woo-woo. On my way back from the post 
office on West 18th Street today, I was mo- 
mentarily startled by the sight of an 1 8 " ridge 
(industrial size) monkeywrench in the 
middle of the street! There is no logical rea- 
son for it to be there. Just a school and some 
small antique shops in the area... no con- 
struction, sewer repairs, etc. going on. Ob- 
viously this is "the miracle of West 18th 
Street” a sure sign from the Creator that I 
(and all of us) are doing the right thing, and 
just what I needed to spur me on in these 
difficult times. I'm going to clean the 
monkeywrench up and keep it, and look 
forward to showing the gnarly looking thing 
off at regional and national rondies in the 
future. 

With God on my side, 

— Craig Stehr, Manhattan EF1 

Queridos Mierdas del Cerebro, 

This first as a contribution toward my 
longstanding observation that this entire 
(semi-radical) environmental commotion is 
a middle-class-drop-out-urban-drop-out- 
anglo-drop-out endeavour. 

Now to the beef. In my udderly 
humble opinion, the more Western beef we 
can stamp out rather than stamp on 
(meaning the USDA approval stamp), the 
better. I have nothing but solid advise for the 
"Memphis Softline" middle class white 
anglo drop-out whose wooshy liberalism 
seems to have taken such offense in a little 
imaginary huntin' trip (Robert Marten, A 
Hunting We Will Go, Fall Issue). 

First, lets call phenomena by their es- 
tablished names for better communication: 
the domestic production of cattle is generally 
referred to as "animal husbandry," rather 
than animal agriculture (that only to enrich 
you own urban culture a bit. The question 
nontheless arises: have you ever seen a C-O- 
W?) 

Second, I assume you've indeed never 
had the unfortunate but sadly enlightening 
opportunity to observe your first-grade 
reader Mooh-Mooh in action on a mountain 
slope, never seen them hooves displace a 
cosmos of plant and microbic life, not to 
mention the rocks and soil habitat, in one 
single plop-down? You do know enough 
about the beasty, though, to realize that it's 
always four of these destructive plops, don't 
you? And you know enough about herd 
animal behaviour to realize that where there 
is a Mama Mooh, there's also a Baby Mooh? 
And that before long, that Baby Mooh 
weighs every bit of 400 pounds, all stolen 
from the native grazers and non-grazers who 
also live "out there." 

Third, though it rains a lot in Mem- 
phis, you do have an inkling that the W est is 
mainly dry, with seasonal rains, often in the 
form of downpours? And you have heard of 
some ecological principles, or just the simple 
Law of Gravity, and what happens when 
overgrazed, and overstomped slopes are ex- 
posed to wind and water erosion? Or winter 
snows which soak the soil and cause entire 
mountain sides to slide away at melting time 
unless secured by solid vegetation covers? 

Now, how many species' habitats is 
our Mooh-Mooh destroying here? Or do we 
measure species "humane” value in terms of 
size? How many Inky Caps or Fungus Beetles 
for one Walking Hamburger? Which brings 
me to the purpose of Old Bess bein' up there 
in the first place. Is that perhaps what they 
call "humane" in Memphis, down the street 
at Ol’ Mac's? 

Finally, I hope you see now that if 
indeed we wait until Big Homo changes his 
collective food habits. ..(considered by stu- 
dents of human behaviour to be more stub- 
bornly resisted than religious change!) 
...there would be no need no longer. So, 
Memphis, whydon'tyou come out West and 
we'll turn you into a true “Hardliner." Keep 
on strugglin', We all love ya! 

— Toroloco 
Dear SFB: 

When talking to people about EF!, I 
keep running into a problem. When people 
hear "Earth First!" what comes to mind is 
"tree-spikers" and not deep ecology, 
biodiversity, or sustainable economics. 

A person wrapped in a cocoon of ma- 
terial comfort, in a city of cement far from 
the natural world, cannot relate to the horror 
of a clearcut or appreciate why it is wrong to 
dam a wild river. What that person can relate 
to is a threat to personal safety. People do not 
see spiking as an attempt to save trees and 
ecosystems. Spiking is seen as an act of vio- 
lence against the loggers, an act of terrorism. 

So stop spiking trees! All it does is 


alienate people who otherwise would agree 
with us. It is bad enough to threaten a 
logger’s job, but to go after his personal safety 
really pisses him off. The infighting spiking 
creates isn't any good for the movement. T oo 
much time is spent debating whether or not 
to spike instead of working on ways to fight 
corporate socialism. People and organiza- 
tions, who EF! could be working with, work 
against us because of spiking, in 1989, the 
Sierra Club in Oregon made the passage of an 
anti-spiking bill their number one legislative 
priority. This we do not need! Spiking just 
causes us to fight among ourselves which is 
what the corporate boys love to see. 

You can disagree with me personally, 
but I feel it is important that EF! as a move- 
ment publicly denounce spiking and all 
forms of violence. The Journal should try to 
bring people together on this matter and not 
work to break the movement apart. We. 
cannot speak to people about the impor- 
tance of saving the Earth if their minds are 
closed to EF! because of spiking. Nor can we 
be effective when we are continuously fight- 
ing among ourselves. 

Solidarity, 

— John Shay 

To the Editor, 

Jack Turner's article on "The Abstract 
Wild” raises more questions than he an- 
swered and left most readers very confused. 
Some of his points are excellent, but he fails 
to draw them out to any conclusion. For 
example, he points out that the more nature 
movies and programs we have, the more we 
destroy nature. He fails, however, to note the 
causal connections in this observation. 

Some of Mr. Turner's other statements 
also seem contradictory. On the one hand, 
he laments the absence of a coherent vision 
of an alternative for the environmental 
movement. On the other hand, he laments 
the absence of a true wilderness. If there is 
not wilderness left, why should we need any 
alternative, or for that matter, any environ- 
mental movement at all? 

Why does Mr. Turner recommend 
whale contact for whale activists, if the 
whales have absolutely no need for human 
contact? He doesn't seem to realize that 
using other species for "inspiration" may be 
as acquisitive and destructive as any other 
use. Why does he lament the fact that so 
many people do not go backcountry, when 
he asserts that there is no real wilderness back 
there, either? I say keep them in their cars 
and away from the whales. 

The key to his confusion is his obses- 
sion with the whole idea of " wild erness. " The 
term was invented by the modem nation 
state as a technique for expropriating other 
people's land. As soon as something is des- 
ignated wilderness or wild, that gives "au- 
thorities" the right to expropriate it for 
whatever purpose they choose, making a park 
or a bowling alley. 

Note the use of the term "expropriate" 
and not "appropriate." The land already be- 
longed to someone else. The last piece of 
wilderness on this planet disappeared 
sometime in the 13th century, when the last 
remaining spot on earth was finally colo- 
nized by some human group. With the ex- 
ception, maybe, of the Antarctic, human 
beings had made a claim on every’ square 
inch of the planet. 

Preliminary to the passage of the 
Alaska Native Claims of 1972, as you remem- 
ber, Alaska Native groups established ab- 
original title to over 100% of the state and up 
to 200 miles of the offshore area. 

There was not one square inch in 
Alaska that did not belong to some human 
group who were systematically exploiting it. 
So much for the Alaska "wilderness." The 
idea that indigenous societies there or else- 
where did not know their own land as be- 
longing to them is one of the great myths of 
. the white race. 

The sooner we liberate ourselves from 
the myth of wilderness, the sooner we will be 
able to effectively manage our resources and 
protect those species we deem valuable. The 
real question is not one of definition (e.g. 
What is wilderness?) but one of politics and 
power (e.g., Who really owns and controls 
this land and its resources?) 

Earth First! and other environmental 
groups have created an enormous problem 
by trying to anthropomorphize the environ- 
ment and attributing independent "rights" 
to various species. This is fraught with the 
same dangers as trying to attribute rights to 
children. The more autonomy and adult- 
hood we attribute to children, the more we 
deny them what they need to most: loving 
parents and a nurturing environment. The 

continued next page 
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more we attribute autonomy and indepen- 
dence to other species, the more we endan- 
ger their survival. 

An alternative environmental move- 
ment would do well to recognize that hu- 
mans have been part of nature for a long time 
and have considerably affected its develop- 
ment. It is absolute nonsense to speak of 
wolves, forests, whales, or penguins without 
the recognition of their continuing depen- 
dence on our care and management. No one 
speaks for nature but humans. The question 
for the environmental movement is, "Which 
humans?" 

Some activists protest that we can't 
own nature, but they attempt to appropriate 
nature for their own uses, not for hunting or 
development, perhaps, but for their own use 
nevertheless, — no matter how "detached” 
or esthetic they claim that use to be. That is 
why arguments about the environment are 
always and radically political arguments: 
who has control? 

The question is not whether nature is 
owned, but who owns it, not whether it is 
exploited, but who does the exploiting and 
how they are doing it. 

As indigenous peoples around the 
world have learned, protection of their habi- 
tat is essentially and radically a political 
problem, ultimately having to do with politi- 
cal structures. In our society as well, the 
degradation of the environment has been 
accompanied by the systematic degradation 
of democracy and the ability of ordinary 
people to affect the political process. 

The increase of nature movies, groups, 
and education may, in fact, be counter-pro- 
ductive if it is not accompanied by an obvi- 
ous political strategy. The more publicity 
there is about the danger to the environ- 
ment, the more the business interests make 
sure to limit and constrain the power of 
dtizens to do anything about it. Look what 
has happened, for example, to the Coastal 
Management Act. Originally, Congressman- 
dated that local communities would have 
the final say on the fate of the coastline. 
Industrial and developmental interests have 
taken great pains to limit the power Congress 
originally gave the people. All problems, 
especially environmental problems, are radi- 
cally political, having to do with the control 
of land. 

The environmental movement has 
failed not because it is too middle class or too 
materialistic, but because it has not taken 
into account the relationship of the people 
to the land and their responsibility for it. It 
has painted nature as the capitalist state 
paints nature, not as our homeland, but as 
something wild, remote, independent, and 
foreign. It fails to engage the political rela- 
tionship we have with the land. 

Such an engagement, of course, would 
be in direct opposition to capitalism, which 
requires a surfeit of goods to establish a 
profit, and to achieve that goal must utilize 
slavery, the exploitation of labor, and the 
constant expropriation of other people's re- 
sources. 

Capitalism is bad not because it plows 
the land or chops down trees or makes cars or 
CD players or water pumps, but because it 
takes the land and its resources out of the 
control of people who live there and puts 
them at the disposal of others who need to 
turn a profit for their stockholders. Capital- 
ism is bad not because it puts human first — 
it doesn't — but because it alienates humans 
from the land on which they live. 

Those interested in the fate of the 
planet have yet to recognize the extent of 
that alienation and take steps to correct it. 
Nothing will produce quicker or more far- 
reaching results than returning control of 
the land back to the people who live on it. 
This, of course, is the most revolutionary 
agenda of all, forcing us to change the way 
we live and see our world. We cannot save 
our planet without first saving ourselves. 

Sincerely, 

— William H DuBay 

Dear SFB, 

First I would like to commend every- 
one on the EF1J. It is a quality work on the 
whole, of course. But I guess you can't please 
everyone. 

However I may as well say what I wrote 
for in the first place. In the Feb. issue I read all 
this noise about how to define EF!, the role of 
the Journal, some falling out between East & 
West Coast EFIers blah blah blah. . . whatever 
happened to "No Compromise In Defense of 
Mother Earth?" No matter what we all share 
a common bond, and that is a love of our 
Mother. And that must take precedence to all 
other causes. So much time and resources are 
being wasted away only arguing & debating 


about how to define EF! what it's goal should 
be etc etc... I may not be a familiar face 
among the EF! camp due to the fact that I am 
fairly new but 1 do know one thing for sure. 
All the work that Dave and crew put into EF! 
shouldn't go to waste. They started a good 
movement and it's up to us to continue that. 
We must ignore our differences and unite to 
defend our dying planet. Didn't I read that 
somewhere. .."Unity through Diversity"? In 
our individuality we can strengthen the 
movement. I guess I haven't figured out the 
point of this letter . . .1 hope someone has. Just 
stand strong and through unity the war can 
be won and that environmental reduction 
may not be too far away. 

— Angel Ice 

Dear Earth First! 

In solidarity with Ecotopia Earth First!, 
the women of Ecofeminist Visions Emerging 
(EVE) support Ecotopia Earth Firsti's position 
regarding the "shoot hunter" article. In light 
of the government's fascist behavior against 
all political activists, the decision to publish 
such an article was cavalier and politically 
immature. 

Although we support much of the 
work of Earth First!, we continue to be dis- 
tressed by various speciesist positions that 
erroneously exclude human and nonhuman 
animals from Nature (ex., article on shooting 
cows, various anti-animal EF! bumper stick- 
ers). 

We sincerely hope Ecotopia Earth 
First!, the Earth First Journal staff, and the 
entire EarthFirst! organization canresolveits 
differences. Your work is very important to 
the advancement of a postpatriarchal har- 
mony with Earth. 

In struggle and peace 
— Ecofeminist Visions Emerging (EVE) 

Dear Friends at EARTH FIRST: 

Peace be with you. I trust that this 
letter is finding you all well and enjoying the 
best that life has to offer. Thank you for the 
current issue of EARTH FIRST, which I re- 
ceived last week. 

I found myself to be in more agree- 
ment with you than I was with the previious 
issue that you sent me. Though for the most 
part I was in agreement with that issue, as my 
then letter indicated. Though I find it very 
hard to accept the idea of harrasing people 
who wear furs. I believe, as long as the 
animal isn’t endangered, it is no-one's 
business what another wears. On the other 
hand, I believe that people should be edu- 
cated as to the consequences of their choises 
as consumers. 

Here is a larger issue for you all to 
follow up. The nation of Iceland is going to 
ressume whaleing. Now here is a dire issue. 
As most of the species of whales are still 
endangered. The best way to fight this is 
with consumerism. An immidiate boycott 
should be instituted against all products of 
Iceland. If ALL Americans and most Europe- 
ans stop purchasing all items from Iceland, 
their financial losses will be much greater 
than anything they can hope to gain by 
whaleing. 

Will also include a more radical letter 
for the "SHIT FER BRAINS" sections. It is 
under a pen-name. If you want you may also 
include any of the above three paragraphs in 
that section or as any news section. 

Until next time I remain with a bless- 
ing for a more peaceful and just world. 

In Liberty _ 

— Jacob Feuerwerker 

Dear Vacuum for Brains: 

When reading some of your latest ar- 
ticles regaarding shooting grazing cows and 
hung sabotage ("A hunting we will go") and 
the responses from readers, it becomes clear 
that Earth Firstlers appear to be confused 
about what means should be used for a de- 
sired end such as putting the earth and all it's 
living inhabitants first. Western societies 
have consistently promoted the idea that the 
right end justifies the means no matter what. 
Unfortunately this maxim is dead wrong. 
Using the wrong means for a noble end 
might give short term results but will always 
fail in the long run. A good example for EF! 
and other environmental organizations on 
how right means will lead to rights ends can 
be seen in the life of great leaders like M.K. 
Gandhi or Dr. Martin Luther King. The suc- 
cesses of their campaigns was largely due to 
using the means of non-violence and self- 
respect to obtain similar endssuch as civil 
rights and independence. In short, the 
choice of the means directly or indirectly 
determines the outcome of an activity. 

The question then arises as to what 
means should EF! use to protect the earth's 


ecosystems and all its living creatures. The 
answer is simple: Since the ultimate goal is 
protect all life and its supporting systems, the 
means must be in harmony with these goals. 
That is any actions must reflect for life. For 
future EF! actions this would mean that 
public ranching cannot be eliminated by 
shooting cows but rather by not eating them 
and by promoting vegetarianism. Similarly, 
hunting may be more effectively opposed by 
non-violent hunt sabotages than by con- 
fronting hunters aggressively. 

In summary, the long term success of 
EF! is crucially dependent on using means 
which affirm life. This will demand sound 
judgement, strength, discipline and per- 
sonal sacrifices from all activists. Success to 
us! 

— Michael 

Dearest Excrement Synapses, 

Back in the days of Freedom, the Dig- 
gers used to espouse, when questioned by 
"authority" as to who was in charge, "You 
Are. " Thus there was no responsible party to 
arrest or charge, besides for rubbing 
"authoritys"' already chafed hide the wrong 
way. 

Diggers provided food and clothing 
Freely, suggesting people take it with, "It's 
Free because it's yours. ” Diggers encouraged 
a Free Frame of Reference, where rules, mo- 
res, ethics and laws were ignored and chal- 
lenged on an individual basis. 

We hope sincerely that some of these 
idas will be tried more throughout the EF! 
Movement & in decisions for the Journal. 
We appreciate the rotating staff, even if that 
means "inconsistencies" and occasional 
bruhahas. Life itself is filled with both. 
Creativity & uniqueness are the biggest 
things humans have going for them. 

Blessings, 

— Mer & Toad 

Dear Earth First! 

I was, very interested in your recent 
survey, as it has reiterated concerns I have 
had with the Earth First! movement in our 
locale. 

It is my belief that the radical environ- 
mental movement is past teetering on the 
precipice, if not already on the rocks. The 
dissolutions and fragmentation of Earth 
First! is not solely the fault of government 
harassment and infiltration, either. If it is 
self-destructing it is we environmental radi- 
cals who have not worked hard enough to 
keep the revolution at the cutting edge of 
change. 

Instead of remaining an elite cadre of 
eco-guerillas, our overactive egos began to 
bask in the notoriety of the vampires we call 
"media," and the consuming public which 
they serve. As "membership " began to swell, 
and the philosophy spread, it became weaker 
and weaker as it absorbed individuals who 
were not really committed to saving the 
planet but interested only in the infamy that 
association with radicalism would bring. As 
Earth First! became gentrified, it began to 
incoporate philosophies that were detri- 
mental to the single-minded approach of 
"no compromise in defense of Mother 
Earth. " These beliefs obscured our goal. 

Some of these philosophies I felt drove 
EF! into disarray are many of those usually 
associated with the New Age and political 
correctness: pacifism, a concern for human 
life, vegetarianism, feminism and other is- 
sues that should have been left in the socio/ 
political arena. We were founded to save a 
planet. Period. 

Those ideals mentioned are important 
and should never be taken lightly, but when 
incorporated as a lifestyle without regard for 
their integral meanings and purpose is ab- 
surd. If we don this New Age cloak, like a tie- 
dyed t-shirt, embracing it and environmen- 
talism like the next big thing, we are as guilty 
and corrupt as the system we fight! 

The journal seems to be a vast im- 
provement over the old one. The former 
journal was often stifling in an academic 
way. Too great a concern was placed on 
lengthy articles on various aspects of con- 
servation biology. I'd like to see a greater 
emphasis on methods of organizing and 
ways to educate the public about the 
wholesale destruction around us. People re- 
ally don't realize the end of this planet is at 
hand. 

We each need to recommit ourselves 
to planetary salvation. Human life is not 
sacrosanct; too many damn people is the 
number one problem The second most seri- 
ous problem is fhat there's too many damn 
people consuming! If there is such a concern 
for human life within the ranks of Earth First! 
why don't we get Bob Geldorf to do a "We are 
the World” concert? 


Lastly, the paranoia y'all exhibited by 
the mention of anonymity smacks of cow- 
ardice and lack of committment. If guilt or 
fear drives you to hide behind an alias, per- 
haps Earth First! isn't the place for you! The 
anti-war (Vietnam) movement would never 
have started if folks like Mario Savio, Abbie 
Hoffman, Jerry Rubin, Dave Dellinger, Carl 
Odesby etc had remained anonymous. Or 
how about the civil rights movement and the 
Black Panthers? Martin Luther King Jr, An- 
gela Davis, Edridge Cleaver, Bobby Sisk all 
stood proud and in the open. 

Let's please get our collective shit to- 
gether and stop this petty in-fighting and 
bickering. No compromise in defense of Mother 
Earth should be our single purpose. Each 
individual needs to decide for her or his self 
whether the tools they use will be armed 
insurrection or pacifism, sabotage or passive 
resistance, marching peacefully in the streets 
or destroying the fabric of our society. Let the 
group stay unified. 

Sincerely, 

—Jay S Gertz 

Dear Earth First! 

The other day I purchased a book of 
stamps at the post office and noticed an 
interesting thing: On the inside of the stamp 
booklet is written "Help speed mail delivery. 
Please use all capital letters with no punc- 
tuation in addresses . " The booklet then gives 
an example. The point of this is that the 
•postal service now apparently uses comput- 
ers which can read the addresses, and these 
computers can only read them correctly if all 
capital letters with no punctuation is used 
You can do your part to let the postal service 
know what you think of them using this 
unnecessary technology by doing such 
things as: writing the address in lower case, 
using as much punctuation as you can in the 
addresses, writing the addresses in colors 
other than blue or black, writing slogans all 
over the envelope (some of you anarchists do 
that anyway,) putting the stamp in the 
wrong place, and not using the "zip +4" 
extension. Stamps such as the American flag 
stamp should be affixed upside down. Oohn 
Muir stamps should, of course, be affixed 
right-side up.) Also, the envelopes you get 
with your junk mail can be reused to mail 
something else, thereby saving paper and 
trees. Who knows? You might even foul up 
the postal service sorting machines, and 
then they would be forced to abandon this 
unnecessary technology. At the very least, 
they will think twice about investing in 
something that nobody is going to cooperate 
with. 

Remember: Always question technol- 
ogy! 

Back to the Pleistocene! 

— Mr. Zip 


Dear SFBs! 

Well then here it is: 

Though I ain't got theee faintest what 
y'a mean with that "Corporate-sponsored" 
article shit I'll follow your suggestion. We're 
simply a group of people, small at that, who 
believe that nothing’ll change unless you 
address the middle-class kids best for still 
being hopefully open to some Earth-positive 
influence, and try to reduce big consump- 
tion and waste going on there. But have it 
your way — we’ll write that letter. Thanks for 
printing our T-shirt and sticker ad. Don't 
sound like a bunch of lawyers, though, 
please. Re: the SFB-type language. Here in 
Georgia, you’ve got to “Shut your mouth...” 

For the Earth! 

— Vera 


Hey E.F. 

EARTH FIRST? What is all this B.S. 
about people quitting Earth First? Just be- 
cause they don't like this or that statement, 
put away your egos or save them for Eric 
Estrada. If we don't stick together on real 
issues we will fail and that’s what the Eco 
Rapers want us to do. Figure it out and get 
your dam heads out of the T.V., love and 
understand one another, we are all the same. 
Peace on earth and global communion. 

— Hawk from the Wind Somewhere in B.C. 


Dear EF! 

/ Kudos to Allison Slater for her 
column "The Party Line" in Yule 91. She j 
shows the kind of thinking and feeling 
that will lead us away from the bickering J 
and snipeing and back to the real work, 
grateful. 

Hank Bruse, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
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Dear ShitheadI 

Howdyl I hereby recommit myself to 
the Earth First! movement and comment 
on recent EF! controversies. I approve of 
Robert Marten's articles. No 
compromise=No censorship! We city-bom 
people may need Marten’s basic skills one 
day (maybe today). Desperate times call for 
desperate measures. We must be able to 
think the unthinkable, however painful. 
Corporations pay people lots of money for 
then imagination. 

I also understand why some people 
are choosing to "quit" EF! Many are build- 
ing support through non-violence, an hon- 
orable and time-tested strategy. I wish them 
luck, but they must realize that our oppo- 
nents will always exaggerate and fabricate 
stories against us. Some is intentional but 
most is fear and an active persecution com- 
plex. People love to feel persecuted — makes 
life interesting and has a faintly religious 
air, i.e. Job, Moses, Jesus, etc. 

I've been a Journal reader for only 3 
years, but 1 notice the sense of fear, in the 
name-calling, labelling, and mud-slinging. 
We must be strong enough in our convic- 
tions to let others express theirs. After all, 
most of the ways we choose to express 
ourselves are based on personal preference. 
The truth that binds us is our connection 
with the Earth, our life-giver, our home, our 
source of beauty. We must focus, visualize, 
dream! Let the mud be slung on billboards 
and glass towers. End of sermon. 

Earth First! 

— Nightwalker 


SFB: 

Regarding hunters, we here at Save Our 
Earth feel it would be nice if all the hunters 
just killed off each other. We equate those 
timid "liberals' who object to such thought 
as similar to those fundamentalists who have 
the curious notion that to withhold 
condoms from young people would cause 
them to not have sex! Earth First! must per- 
force stick to its basic tenet that earth should 
come first in a grossly over-populated world 
where people keep on mindlessly propagat- 
ing then neglecting and then are surprised 
when the kids turn violent and end up in jail. 
The real heroes are those who will defend 
earth against earth's rapists. 

— Elaine Stansfield, Director 

Dear Editor With Brains of Shit 

1 am a long time Earth First! supporter, 
and I am enclosing a check to renew my 
subscription to the Journal, but I want you to 
know, you can no longer take my support for 
granted as you could in the past. You are 
right when your editorial staff claims that 
people like myself can not quit Earth First! 
and be satisfied joining the Sierra Club. Be- 
lief in radical environmentalism demands 
more of me than that, but there are plenty of 
local groups to work with. 

I feel that the recent alliance with 
animal rights people and hunt saboteurs is 
misguided, but this business of shooting 
hunters goes way beyond misguided to a 
complete denial of basic principles based on 
non-violence, civil disobedience and 
monkeywrenching. When you sink to the 
level of your enemies, you become the same 
as and no better than they are. If we open this 
door, a lot of us could get killed accomplish- 
ing nothing. Are you more interested in 
martyrdom or in saving the environment? I, 
for one, am interested in saving the envi- 
ronment and living ,long enough to see the 
possibility of success. 

The grotesque quality of portraying 
hunters as a threat to the environment on 
the same level as Maxxam and Dow Chemi- 
cal is genuinely bizarre. In the letters column 
of the last issue was one from a woman who 
told how revolted she was by all the hunters 
she saw allied with her at demonstrations 
protesting the destruction of wilderness. 
Doesn't anybody among us realize that 
many of these people are seriously interested 
in defending the environment, too? 

What I really object to is the attempt to 
portray hunters as rich, drunk slobs who 
only want the biggest rack of horns to hang 
over the fireplace. There are a few assholes 
like that, but whether you want to deal with 
it in the Journal or not, most of the people out 
in the woods trying to shoot a deer, includ- 
ing at last count over one and a half million 
women, are poor people. In case you haven't 
noticed it, twelve years of Reagan/Bush has 
done more than trash the wilderness. It has 
trashed the economy. Lots of good people 
are out of work. In the cities they try to feel 
their families by asking for spare change. In 
much of rural America they try to feed their 


families on venison. These people are not 
outofworkbecausetheyarelazybums. They 
are out of work because they are the victims 
of multi-national corporations which are 
destroying the planet by putting profit above 
all else. It is wrong to blame the victims for 
surviving however they can. Until we have 
some means of providing jobs for these 
people so they can buy food you consider 
more acceptable, it will be disgusting to me 
to see one group of low income people (Most 
Earth Firsters! are not rich.) attacking an- 
other group of low income people (Most 
hunters are none too wealthy either.) when 
both groups should be working together to 
attack the real villains in the executive suites 
of the multi-national corporations who are 
responsible for both destroying the envi- 
ronment and the economy. Every ounce of 
energy we spend fighting each other is en- 
ergy wasted because it does nothing to fight 
the real causes of our problems. 

I find it deeply disturbing that other- 
wise sensitive and aware people who live in 
rural Montana and know the plight of the 
rural poor first hand would insensitively 
choose to turn their backs on these people in 
favor of pontificating about a few rich 
asshole trophy hunters. I expect more from 
the Journal, and I hope to see articles on this 
topic which are more well thought out in the 
future. If not, I am sad to say this will be the 
last time I renew my subscription. 

— Eric King 

To all fellow Earth Firstlers, 

I have been increasingly concerned by 
the rising dissension within Earth First! It 
seems as though we are gradually losing sight 
of our priorities and placing personalities 
before our principles. 

There is a lot of internal bickering over 
who is right and who is wrong. I think most 
of us can agree that the innuendos in Robert 
Martin's article, "A Hunting We Will Go" 
were wrong. We all make bad decisions. 
However, we can't let one such as this occur 
again. 

Obviously, we all realize that the 
Mother Earth is our first priority, but we are 
letting our social and/or political convic- 
tions interfere with Her defense. 

Our own diversity is weakening us. 
Instead, why don't we draw our strength 
from it. Because the weaker we get, the stron- 
ger the opposition becomes. 

We must put some of our personal 
differences aside if we are to be effective. 
Nobody likes to compromise their beliefs 
(especially usl), but arguing that the 
ecofeminist way or the anarchist way is the 
best, prevents us from accomplishing the 
things we set out to do effectively as possible. 

Another thing we have to keep in 
mind, is we are not a counter-cultural, anti- 
establishment or Leftist group. Although we 
may have certain things in common, we are 
simply a wilderness preservation/environ- 
mental group, who refuses to compromise all 
that is still wild. We are emissaries for the 
natural world, because it cannot protest its 
own destruction. We can't lose sight of the 
fact that we are simply conservationists. 

Internal fighting has been the down- 
fall of most radical groups in the past. We 
can't let it happen to us — there's way too 
much to be done. Besides bickering only 
leads one way. It leads to further dissension 
and to a lot of hard feelings. 

I know we all see the world differently, 
but I think the one thing we can agree on is 
that there should be No Compromise in The 
Defense of Mother Earth! and let it be so. 

Resist, Reclaim, Rewild! 

— Chris Arigo 


Dear Shit For Brains: 

I was horrified at your front page ar- 
ticle on San Bruno Mountain development. 
I have been concerned for years about its 
preservation and have donated to various 
David Schooley organizations to conserve 
this open space. What I'm blitzed about is 
the lack of attention to the fundamental 
factors that will determine all our fates, the 
principal one is population and it is followed 
by several related factors including water 
supply, sewage disposal, air quality and traf- 
fic density. 

During the 1980’s California popula- 
tion ballooned twenty-two percent to 
31,000,000 or an increase of 6,820,000. 
Worse still it is projected to be 40 to SO 
million in twenty-five years. With this kind 
of increase no place in the state is safe from 
development. The increase was largely due 
to illegal and legal immigration, and a a 
healthy birthrate by the immigrants. Any 


rational person realizes we are headed for 
standing room only state within nearly 
everyone's lifetime. 

The factors are ones subject to techni- 
cal fixes as long as the citizenry is willing to 
tolerated a SRO pack. A substantial factor 
and one that weighs heavily on other areas 
are water supplies for the continuing devel- 
opment. Water is precious in the arid west 
and where it is under used (in developer 
parlance), such as wild rivers and streams, 
riparian retention, wilderness preservation 
and wildlife conservation, it is insanely cov- 
eted by developers. As long as developers can 
siphon water from distant places or develop 
schemes to provide a continued supply, 
there will be development. 

Lack of water is one of the few ways to 
slow or stop growth in the west. It was for 
that reason I wrote and submitted to you an 
article titled, SAVE WATER, SUCKER! in June 
1990. You chose not to publish it. Thethrust 
of it was if we go for "water conservation" 
and or "water rationing" we are falling into 
the developer trap. It will allow them to 
continue ripping out the redwoods, both for 
space and building materials, and cover the 
empty spaces like San Bruno Mountain. 
Water scarcity is only a tenous barrier to slow 
or stop the crush of human over population. 

As many conservation writers have 
noted the unused and undeveloped space on 
Earth are preserved because they are the 
more technically difficult and costly to de- 
velop. As human population burgeons these 
too will become cost effective and come 
under human domination. This is the case 
with San Bruno Mountain. It will remain 
under attack until it finally subverted to 
human use. Water scarcity, lack of sewage 
treatment facilities, traffic congestion and 
air quality are sufficient reason for conser- 
vation organizations to scream for a halt to 
all development until they are corrected. 
Endangered wildlife is only one of the 
weaker reasons and it will be crushed by the 
human oriented horde. 

My trip to China and Southeast Asia 
years ago opened my eyes to what can (and 
will) happen anywhere on earth if human 
population continues to explode (about 
265,000 net new humans added every DAY). 
No one can conceive of the Orient's dense 
pack until they see it. Shanty towns along 
every railroad right-of-way and highway 
strip. Four foot high crawl spaces under 
freeway overpasses housing five or six fami- 
lies. Shacks that grew in intersections and 
now are semi-permanent. Forty five degree 
hillsides terraced to the top. 

The most disgusting sign of this di- 
rection in America came about a year ago, 
and to my knowledge was mostly overlooked 
by conservation writers, in a Bradley Inman 
TRENDS column in the San Francisco 
Chronicle-Examiner under the heading 
Kemp Goes on Housing Offensive, "The 
report (120 pages by the 22 member Com- 
mission on Regulatory Barriers to Affordable 
Housing, aka, The Kemp 
Commission)... includes a recommendation 
to amend 'existing wetlands regulations to 
eliminate unnecessary barriers to affordable 
housing while protecting ESSENTIAL WET- 
LANDS RESOURCES (my caps)."’ There will 
be very little ESSENTIAL RESOURCES in the 
eyes of developers. 

"The commission calls for the over- 
haul of federal procedures for defining and 
protecting endangered species, pointing to 
such abuses as a case in Riverside County 
where $ 100 million was spent to protect a 30 
square mile preserve for the Stevens Kanga- 
roo Rat. " 

In substance it, "calls for amending 
federal wetland rules and Endangered Spe- 
cies Act so that more low-cost homes can be 
built in areas that are currently off limits to 
construction." 

As human population explodes creat- 
ing higher cost and a scarcity of land, con- 
servationists must recognize everything they 
believe they are preserving will be re-exam- 
ined. Politicians will cave in like snow tun- 
nels in spring and give up any wilderness and 
exterminate any species to win votes. Every 
conservationist constantly hears, in re- 
sponse to suggestions of preserving wildlife 
and/or wilderness, "But what are we going to 
do about humans? After all nothing is more 
precious than human life and there should 
be no limits to how far we should go to 
preserve it." One humanist suggested to me, 
"We should quickly and efficiently kill all the 
endangered species so we can get on with the 
really important job of preserving humans. " 

Conservationists must also recognize 
for every conservationist there are a hundred 
people slobbering to save humans. And only 
a select few conservationists, primarily Earth 


Firsters! are willing to subvert human goals 
to wildlife and wilderness (I note in the 
"About the Journal" statement in this same 
issue preserving wilderness and wildlife in- 
stead of humans is not one of the guides for 
the EF! Journal). If we don't stop the can- 
cerous spread of human population we will 
never get close to singing back the swan or 
dreaming back the bison, instead we'd better 
prepare to kiss their arses farewell because 
they're doomed as surely as the dodo and the 
great auk. Wake Up! And smell the Human 
Horde! 

— Tom Stoddard 

Dear Shit fer What 

Why can't you get it together you inept 
buttheads? 

I expect proffesional journalism, why 
do you insist on sabataging and censoring 
me by editing my articles? I hate those long 
boring articles and I'll be REAL pissed off if 
you don't print mine! 

Shit fer Brains is the best part of the 
journal, so quit printing it. You are suppose 
to represent the entire movement, stop be 
ing contraversial. 

You idiot dupes should be worried 
about the FBI. We want a complete profile 
and your fingerprints. 

Furthermore, quit printing personal 
attacks you stupid assholes! 

Yours, 

— Flex Buttox 



NEW VIDEO EXPOSE 


Even if the bomb is never dropped egein. 
people ere dying... 



GENERAL ELECTRIC . NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
& OUR ENVIRONMENT 

A powerful new half -hour video expose produced & 
directed by award-winning filmmaker Debra Chasnoff 
To order DEADL Y DECEPTION, 
call 1-S00-B8S-879J or write: 

INFACT 256 Hanover Street Boston. MA 02113 
Only S15.00 ( + S3. 00 P&HI VISA/MC 


BOYCOTT GE! 


/concerned singles newsletter^ 
' links compatible singles who care about 
the earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

National and international membership. 

All ages. Since 1984. Free sample: I 
V Box 555-B, Stockb ridge, MA 01262. J 



MAKE 

PROTECTING 

THE 

ENVIRONMENT 
YOUR JOB 


The Job Seeker specializes in environmental 
and natural resource vacancies nationwide. 
Two issues each month are filled with current 
vacancies from Federal, state, local, private, 
and non-profit employers. A 6 issue trial 
subscription Is only $19.50. Subscribe today! 


The Job Seeker 
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Pagan Calendar 



Lughnasad 


Litfia 


By Peggy Sue Mcrae 

The Earth First! journal is published eight times yearly on dates corresponding with European pagan 
holidays. Most Americans of European descent are unfortunately but understandably ignorant of their own 
roots. We may be painfully aware of the atrocities and massive cultural annihilation that Europeans are guilty 
of committing against others. Yet, we remain ignorant of the holocaust those who took power in Europe 
perpetrated against our own earth-based cultures. The word pagan comes from pagus, also the root word for 
peasant, meaning country person or dweller on the land. The word heathen means literally, dweller on the 
heath. It was the aristocracy of Europe who were first christianized. Eschewing the Christian tenets of love and 
mercy they used the monotheistic nature of Christianity as a rationalization to drench Europe in a bloodbath 
that would all but obliterate the pagan (peasant) traditions. The dominating class refer to this period of 
European history as the renaissance. It is also known as the burning times, in reference to those who were burned 
alive. This calender marking pagan Europe's nature holidays, is based on pre-christian traditions of Britain. 
Many of the customs associated with these holidays reflect the close bond of early agricultural peoples to the 
land which sustained them. Unlike dogmatic religions, paganism is not static but is a spirituality of place. 
Therefore traditions and rituals varied from village to village. At the same time, because paganism is a spirituality 
drawn from the earth, similar traditions can be found cross-culturally. The spirit of the earth is powerful; over 
time first Christianity and then capitalism have adapted to and taken power from early earth based religions. 
In reclaiming our traditions we reconnect with the earth, for like all peoples, our roots are in the earth. 

Rebels in Utopia, cont... 

continued from page 2 


claim. Viewing our world as an 
orderly time-line, imposing a rigid 
cultural hierarchy we have created 
an order steeped in violence, with 
other pasts and possibilities de- 
stroyed, all dreams of futures tun- 
neled into the ruling white man's 
present or past. Other ways, other 
stories are not perceived, and not 
being perceived they are erased. 

Lofty idealistic visions never 
need confront the walls of our 
corpo-nation. Nash argues if re- 
form won't work (stop laughing) 
"the radical option of force or revo- 
lution will make increasing sense ... 
violence, after all, has figured fre- 
quently in human history as a way 
to change paradigms. One thinks of 
the American Revolution and the 
Civil War." Yes, well — both those 
events seemed not so much about 
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changing paradigms as about defin- 
ing who would rule. The revolution 
was about keeping the ripped-off 
wealth of this continent in the 
bank-accounts of the 'American' 
rather than the British elite. The 
Civil War won the north the right to 
push it's industrial progress across 
the country; our human slaves have 
become only slightly better treated, 
the non-human much worse. Orga- 
nized violence seems only to occa- 
sionally change the names of our 
'leaders'. 

We can go on filing appeals to 
freddies and letters to politicians, 
pleading our case before the 
powermongers. We should — their 
power to destroy, to create suffer- 
ing, is real. But look — the machines 
are not slowing down. We know 
much greater changes than the 'au- 


thorities' will ever allow are needed. 
Responding to their brutal, calcu- 
lating violence with our own vio- 
lence won't protect the beauty we 
love. Neither will retreating in, es- 
caping into the hippy hills. EFlers 
say no compromise, call themselves 
warriors. But really, who of us has 
staked ourselves in place, declaring 
today a good day to die? Perhaps we 
should be moving towards that, re- 
turning into such deep bonds. But 
i can't believe we will ever find our 
place unless and until our hearts are 
joyful. Those lost in anger easily 
become fodder for brutal fascists. 
Pure hearts allow pure deeds — wit- 
ness those without heart creating 
this stinking quagmire, witness 
warm winds waking spring buds — 
choose. 

Beauty asks for as much as 


Yule: Winter Solstice, December 20-23 
Yule, from the Norse Jul meaning 
wheel, marks and celebrates the longest 
night of the year. As the year turns from 
darkness towards light, we celebrate the 
returning sun, hope, faith and new be- 
ginnings. 

Brigid: February 2 

Brigid heralds the first stirring of spring. 
While the earth is still cloaked in 
winter's sleep, beneath the ground 
seeds begin to form new life. This is a 
time of inspiration. Brigid is the Celtic 
goddess of fire, poetry, and healing. 

Eostar: Spring Equinox, March 20-23 
Eostar marks the turning point halfway 
between winter and summer. New life 
burgeons forth from the earth. What 
was dead lives again. This is a time of 
fertility. Eostar is the Saxon goddess of 
death and regeneration. 

Beltain: May 1 

Beltain brings the flowering of spring. 
The warming sun arouses sweetness and 
desire. The maypole dance represents 
the shaft of life twined in 
the spiral web of nature renewed. 


Litha: Summer Solstice June 20-23 
Litha marks the longest day of the year. 
The flowering of spring now begins to 
grow fruit. The shift is towards dark- 
ness. This is a time of growth and 
fulfillment. Litha is the European 
goddess of abundance. 

Lughnasad: August 1 
Lughnasad brings the beginning of 
harvest. Lugh the Celtic sun god is in 
decline. Harvest includes sacrifice. The 
Corn King dies as warmth and light 
rescind. 

Mabon: Fall Equinox September 20-23 
Mabon is the turning point half way 
between summer and winter. Seed and 
flower have come to fruit. This har- 
vesting is a time of gratitude and joy. 
Mab the Celtic fairy queen lavishly be- 
stows mead to her domain. 

Samhain: October 31 
Samhain is the bringing of darkness, a 
time to acknowledge death. Gifts of 
food set out for the ancestors are sym- 
bolically collected by children dressed 
as ghosts. The veil between the worlds 
is thin this night. 



beauty gives. People in tribal cul- 
tures knew this, their every creation 
complementing beauty. That sense 
of participation, of unity with the 
hills and seasons is my utopian vi- 
sion. Feeling so connected that my 
life and the life of the grandmother 
tree are equal. Taking personal re- 
sponsibility— not deciding how 
people across the globe should 
live— defending my life, the land i 
inhabit. That is not violence, that is 
sanity. 



Book Reviews 


Full Circle: A Song of Ecology 
and Earthen Spirituality by 
Lone Wolf Circles 1991. 
Llewellyn Publications, St. 
Paul, MN. Available directly 
from the author at POB 652 
Reserve NM. 87830 $15.95 
169pp 38 illustrations 
Reviewed by Peggy Sue 
McRae 


Full Circle : A Song of 
Ecology and Earthen Spirituality 
by Lone Wolf Circles is a 
montage of poetry, art and 
essay. Much of the work in 
this book will be recognized 
by those familiar with Lone 
Wolf. We've seen some of the 
artwork in the pages of the 
Earth First! Journal or Talking 
Leaves. We've heard some of 
these poems against a back- 
drop of drumming and flute. 
Fidl Circle is a retrospective 
collection of the work of Lone 
Wolf. 

As the Earth First! 
movement reels and ruptures 
in its diversity we may look to 
the artists within our move- 
ment for some much needed 
continuity. Lone Wolf is 
classic Earth First! In this re- 
spect, the release of Full Circle 
is a timely reminder of what 
we are working for: 

We must fight for these re- 
maining wild lands and wild 



The Spirit of Resistance 


from Full Circle by Lone Wolf Circles 


species if no human use is ever 
made of them, if no human eye 
ever gets to behold their special 
beauty. We must fight because 
they belong here, because 
they have above all else a right to 
be here! For their own sake not 
for ours. 

( and who we are: ' \ 

L et me take vou for a moment 
to the shadow-lined corridors 
between Tamarack and Aspen, 
down those thorny, berry covered tun- 
that lead to yoifg naked wild so ul . — 

Shaggy hair hangs over your eyes here, 
as even your tracks are transformed- 
larger now, deeper, 
with a hint of claws. 

Lone Wolf hringsfothe surface 
qualities that some of us prefer to 
hid£~~Eor others he may give 
permission.. ..to take courage and 
gingerly shed a layer of inhibition 
cautiously wading out into the 
stream. 

I ache for my visions, 

the way the y throw me on my back, 

roughly undress me, 

plant feathers in my skin, \ 

and toss me off the cliffs. \ 

If you're looking for a new sci- 
entific theory', an intellectual dis- 
sertation on deep ecology or a pe- 
dantic summary reviewing sha- 
manism from the perspective of the 
modern mind, this isn't it. Full 
Circle is a love letter from a prim al 
man - TofKe Earth . 


Every wild fruit rolls out her pores. 
Tides pound in blood-red grapes, her 
moon pulling their fluids hard against 
their giving inner walls. It is the sound 
of waves crashing on rocks where fruit 
meets stem, drumming their message 
of fullness down electrifiedvines. Their 
message is translated in her heart, 
along with timid emanations trickling 
down the roots of mountain flowers, 
and the barrel cactus' slow sucking of 
the centuries. 

i — - — Nine mTHfon European j 
I people, mostly women, were tor- 1 
tured and killed between the fif- 
teenth and eighteenth centuries for 
holding the sacred wqr ld view thatj 
Lone Wolf writes o ft Xhis-is-our- 
he rit5p er~the fear and silencing 
^ower of that holocaust live on in 
our culture like an invisible hand 
over our mouths, like flames licking 
our feet and the s mell of burnin g 
flesh. Wipiidp our passion and otiV 
m agic. behind a fararlp nf rational 
/is m and have become so adapted to 
f a mechanistic world view’ that pasA 

We must reclaim these qualities if 
we are to overcome a political and 
economic system that destroys all 
s that is magical, alive, and beautiful. 


Unseen, under carefully draped dark- 
ness, 

they form up ritual 

like heavy-breathing sculpture. 

Shameless, they give birth to revolution 

under the painful glare 
of Chilean stadium lights. 

At gun-metal sunrise, 
at the muzzle-end 

of govemment/culture's v 

deliberate misunderstanding, 
artist's hands bravely expose a natural, 
miraculous world- 
create each full moment anew! 

Accompanying Wolfs' poetry 
and essays are 38 pages of illustra- 
tions in bold imagery reflecting the 
unique style of the mountain Vi- 
king. The artwork covers a span of 
time from the early 1970's to the 
present. His style varies from the 
fantastic Viking America to the poi- 
gnant The Prayer, yet all of his pieces 
retain a recognizable *Lone Wolf 
quality: passion! Carl Jung put 
forth that it is the role of the artist to 
rectify the imbalances of the time in 
which he lives. Considering the 
extreme imbalances of the times in 
which we live this is not a job for the 
faint-hearted. Lone Wolf embraces 
this task with a passion. 



Return to the Passion of Life. 

Written by Lone 
Wolf Circles, Full 
Circle: A Song of 
Ecology and Earth- 
en Spirituality is a 
return not only to 
our pristine begin- 
nings, but also to 
our true and wild selves. It is the ultimate return to the 
passion of life. A delicious blend of lyric essay, poetry 
and visionary art, this book is a personal invitation for 
all to take part in global and ecological change. 

If you are concerned about the direction human- 
kind is taking the Earth, then this book is for you! 

To order Full Circle (L#347) send SI 2.95 plus S3 p/h to: 

/ Lone Wolf Circles, POB 652» 
U. Reserve, NM, 87830 


Akva Wves 





Talking Leaves is a monthly journal 
of deep ecology, inspired personal 
activism rooted in earthen spirituality. 
Past issues have featured articles by 
Gary Snyder, Starhawk, John Seed, 
Joanna Macy, Bill Devall, Lone Wolf 
Circles, Barbara Mor, etc. 

Talking Leaves speaks for the natural 
world and for the rekindling of our own 
wild spirit. 

Subscriptions are $ 1 8.00 one year/ 
$24.00 outside U.S. $30.00 two 
years/$48.00 outside U.S. 

Send check or M.O. to : 

Talking Leaves 
1430 Willamette #367 
Eugene, OR 97401 
(503) 342-2974 


Page 35 Earth Firstl Eostar 1992 




Regional Roundup 


EF!UK Carmaggeddon 

Good Carmaggeddon action at 
Twyford Downs in the UK, where 
the Ministry of Transport is extend- 
ing the M-43 motorway through a 
water meadow. Six arrests, includ- 
ing Jason Torrance, the main EF!UK 
contact. Permanent opposition 
camp to be set up starting March 
1st. Massive local support and the 
Tories are on the run. 

— Source Jake Jagoff 

John Seed Tour 92 

April 17-19: Council of All Beings, 
Ocean Song, Sonoma County, CA, 
April 19-21: Council of All Beings 
training, Sonoma County, CA 
Contact (707) 874-3913 
April 25: Council of All Beings, 
mini-workshop, Whole Life Expo, 
San Francisco, CA 
Contact (415) 333-4373 
April 26: Remembering the Earth, 
with Ralph Metzner, Sonoma, CA 
Contact (707) 935-7257 
May 1-3: Council of All Beings, 
Concord, MA with John Goodrich 
Contact (617) 259-9682 
May 8-10: Council of All Beings, 
Litchfield, CT 

May 10-12: Council of All Beings 
training , Litchfield, MA 
Contact (203) 567-5738 

The Dana Lyons/Lone 
Wolf Circles "How Do 
You spell Skin Cancer? 
(D-U-P-O-N-T) Tour 92 

March 27: Norwich, VTMarion 
Cross School 

March 28: New Haven, CT Yale 
University (or April 19-tentative) 
March 29: Washington DC, 
Georgetown University at the 
Basement 

March 31: New York City, The 
Wetlands 161, Hudson St 6pm 
(tentative) 

April 1: Harrisonburg, VA James 
Madison University (tentative) 

April 2: Ashville, NC Warren- 
Wilson College (tentative) 

April 3: Boone, NC Appalachian 
State University (tentative) 

April 4: Murphysboro, TN SEAC 

regional conference 

April 5: Nashville, TN Day of 

Action at DuPont 

April 7: Baltimore, MD Maryland 

Institute of the Arts College 

Center, 1208 Mount Royal Ave 

7:30 pm 

April 8: Newark, DE University of 
Delaware 8 pm 
April 9: New Haven CT Yale 
University (or March 28) 

April 10-12: Philadelphia, PA 
SEACret, Greenpeace, EF! Rendez- 
vous and Biodiversity conference, 
Swarthmore College Show: April 
11 Tarble-Clothier Hall, 8pm 
campout in Krum Meadows, with 
Joyful Noise, Glen Waldeck, Tom 
Rooney, Dave Foreman and the 
entire tribe 

April 13: DuPont Shareholders 
Meeting in Wilmington, DE. 

April 29: Wilmington DE DuPont 
shareholders meeting DAY OF 
PROTEST 

Contact: Jason Halbert 

POBox 1175 Newark, DE 19715 

info #: Greenpeace (202) 462-1177 
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Big Roads in Orange 
County 

By Ramon 

Nestled amidst the urban and 
suburban horror that is Orange 
County, California, lies Laguna 
Canyon, one of the last areas that 
could even remotely be called pris- 
tine. Home to the California gnat- 
catcher, coastal sage scrub and 
other endangered species, both 
flora and fauna, it is soon to be 
devoured by a 15 mile long, six lane 
"Tollway." As much as 1200 feet 
wide at some places, this project has 
already been approved by the au- 
thorities over strenuous objections 
by local environmental coalition 
groups. 

In an effort to block construc- 
tion of the road, a rally and dem- 
onstration was held at the site on 
Saturday, Feb. 29th. Approximately 
3000 people from diverse economic 
and social backgrounds attended 
and were treated to a rousing ad- 
dress by none other than Dave 
Foreman. 

"Protection of gnatcatcher 
and coastal sage habitat is as impor- 
tant as saving ancient forests," 
Foreman said. "In order to protect 
the precious diversity remaining on 
the planet," he asserted that we 
must, "fight the people who know 
the 'price' of everything, but who 
know the 'value' of nothing." 

Earth Firstlers, including closet 
EFiers, cheered and howled wildly 
during Dave's speech. "Our only 
hope," he said, "is to develop the 
generosity of spirit which will en- 
able us to see the trees as brothers, 
and hear the songs of birds as sym- 
phonies...." 

For the convenience of de- 
creasing average commuting time 
by about two minutes, the Tollway 
would be "...the last nail in the 
coffin of biological diversity in Or- 
ange County," Foreman said. 

Said Dave in closing, "The 
planet does not belong to us; we 
belong to the planet!" as the crowd 
thrust their fists into the air and 
whooped. 

Residents of Southern Califor- 
nia who are interested in getting 
involved should contact Orange 
County EF! at (714) 545-8805. Ac- 
tions will be ongoing and persis- 
tent. 


Llano Estacado EF! 

Echoing through red-rock 
canyons etched into an immense 
plateau in the Southern High Plains 
of Texas can be heard the high, 
lonesome howls of the red-eyed, 
rabid beast that is Llano Estacado 
Earth First! „Our tribe is angry, and 
by all rights we should be. Our 
brothers and sisters — coyote, 
cholla, and rattlesnake — have been 
pushed off the High Plains. Now 
only bare, dusty earth under a 
mega-monoculture soaks up the 
hot Texas sun. But in the midst of 
this madness, we are striving to 
protect what is left and encourage 
deprivatization. The struggle rages 
on. 

At present we are trying to halt 
a waste-water project that could 


i 

Wild Rockies EF! Lobbies Congressman 


Eleven Wild Rockies Earth 
First! ers have been arrested in two 
separate occupations of Montana 
Senator Max Baucus' office. Clever 
Baucus has proposed a bill that will 
"release" 4.9 million acres of the 6 
million roadless acres in Montana 
to the Forest Service for logging, 
drilling, paving, grazing, barbecu- 
ing, and mining. Baucus has re- 
fused to listen to demonstrations 
and letter writing by mainstream 
groups and a congressional aide re- 
fused to show up to a public hearing 
about the bill because he was afraid 
he would be "grilled." WREF! de- 
cided the only way to talk sense to 
their elected representative was to 
chain themselves to his office in 
Missoula and hope for the best. 

Seven people kryptonited 
themselves to a pillar in Baucus' 
office in the first occupation. Before 
arresting the activists, the police 
made the press leave the office. One 
reporter filed a complaint against 
the police, who pushed him in their 
haste to keep the public from seeing 
what went on. Two activists who 
were locked to one another by the 
neck refused to walk out with the 
cops and were dragged to the van. 

The next week, at a PR talk at 
a public high school, Baucus invited 
Montanans to come to his office for 
a little chat. Seventy five people 
took him up on his offer, five of 
them giving the kryptonite trick 
another try. Baucus ran out of his 
own office when the people who 
came to chat started locking them- 


selves to the pillar. The four who 
refused to unlock were arrested after 
a few hours. They and the seven 
arrested in the first occupation were 
charged with criminal trespass. All 
pled not guilty and have asked for 
jury trials. Two activists are filing a 
complaint against Officer Sells of 
Missoula P.D., who punched them 
while they lay handcuffed and 
chained together in the police van. 
"We think he'd probably be better 
off at a desk job," said one of the 
bruised activists. 

Alberta EF! for Mayor 

Earth Firstler Rick Fisher has 
announced his candidacy for 
mayor of Calgary, Alberta. His plat- 
form includes reducing the mayor's 
salary to $5000 a year and providing 
cots in city hall for homeless 
people. He said he doesn't expect to 
win, but wants to force the other 
candidates to address environmen- 
tal issues, women's and gay rights. 
—Source: Calgary Herald 


Casey Neill Road Show 

April 15 — March 7 

Focus: Northwest Forest Issues. 

For times and places of Casey's 
New England appearances call 
Jeremiah Genest at (207) 945-5283 
or Casey himself at (206) 866-128 7. 
Or send a self-addressed stamped 
envelope to Casey at POBox 10003, 
Olympia, WA 98502. 


Sarawak, Malaysia 


Blockaders Arrested 

On February 11, some of the 
Penans who have blockaded at 
Long Ajeng, Ulu Baram since last 
July were arrested by the Police 
Field Force. The number of Penans 
arrested at the site is still unknown. 
The Penans were brought to Miri for 
remand because the Marudi prison 
was too small to hold all those ar- 
rested. The Lambir Prison in Miri is 
also too small so some still remain 
at the blockade site. The prisoners 
were flown by helicopter and taken 
by Land Cruisers to the prison in 
Miri. 

Sahabat Alam Malaysia 
— Source: John Bonine 


Environmentalists Keep 
Out! 

Sarawak, Malaysia has banned 
the entry of known "militant" envi- 
ronmentalists and journalists into 
the state. They have also asked the 
Sarawak Timber Association to set 
up a fund to counter the anti-log- 
ging campaigns which will go to- 
wards monitoring all anti-tropical 
deforestation campaigns inside 
and outside the country and to- 
wards hiring scientists to counter 
accusations against logging of 
tropical timber in the public media 
and scientific publications. 

— Source: Panchar Penemu 


dump up to nine million gallons of 
treated sewer water into the only 
natural canyon area in Lubbock 
County. The scenario is a typical 
one. Our local bureaucrats have 
ushered in the deal through the 
back door with minimal public in- 
put and no regard for ecological 
consequences. 

March 7th and 8th will find us 
in Taylor, Texas protesting one of 
our wonderful state pastimes — the 
infamous rattlesnake roundup. To- 
gether with other TXEF! groups and 
a gang of angry herpetologists, we 
plan to make quite a showing and 
hope for supportive media cover- 
age from Austin. 

We've kept ourselves busy an- 
noying the local McDonalds and 


protesting at our very own Stone 
Container plant. When not in- 
volved in any particular environ- 
mental issue or enjoying the beauty 
and solitude of the canyons, we 
spend our time consuming copious 
quantities of cheap beer and dra- 4 
matically bashing various electrical 
appliances in public places. Come 
join us sometime! LONG LIVE THE 
CANYONS! 




Trinkets & Snake Oil 


BUMPERSTICKERS 

$1 each, unless otherwise noted 

American Wilderness: 

Love it or Leave it Alone 
Another Mormon on Drugs 
Anti-grazing assortment ($l/doz) 
Boycott Coors "Beer" 

Damn the Corps Not Rivers 

Darwin 

Desert Rapev 

Don't Like Environmentalists? 

Put Them Out of Work 
Dream Back the Bison, Sing Back the 
Swan 

Earth First! 

Eschew Surplusage 
Fight The Power! 

Hayduke Lives! 

Hunt Cows, Not Bears 
Hunters: Did a Cow Get Your Elk? 

I'd Rather Be Monkeywrenching 
I'll Take My Beef Poached, Thanks 
Love Your Mother, Don't Become One 
Muir Power To You ($5/doz) 

Native 


Not Politically Correct 
Oil and Bears Don't Mix 
Pay Your Rent, Work For The Earth 
Pregnancy: Just Another Deadly 
Sexually Transmitted Disease 
Rescue the Rainforest 
Resist Much, Obey Little 
Save the Yellowstone Grizzly ($5/doz) 
Save the Wild 
Stop the Forest Service, 

Save Our Wild Country 
Stop Clearcutting 
Subvert the Dominant Paradigm 
Think Globally, Act Locally 
Wolves, Not Cows 
Visualize Industrial Collapse 

T-SHIRTS 
All 100% cotton. 

Sizes currently in stock are indicated. 
EF! Fist 

Short slv, black on green, all sizes $10 
Short slv, black on red, all sizes $10 
Short slv, multi-color on black, L&XL, 
$12 

Defend the Wilderness 
Short slv, black, $10 

Long slv, black, $13 

Free the Earth 

Short slv, turqouise, all sizes $12 

Short slv, lavender, S&XL $12 

Short slv, fuchsia, S $12 

No Fucking Compromise j 

Short slv, black, L&XL $11 

Don't Tread on Me 

Short slv, unbleached organic, 

L&XL $13 | 

Short slv, watermelon, S $13 
Short slv, tan, S $13 
EF! Took 

Short slv, unbleached organic, 

L&XL $10 
Short slv, tan, S $10 
Short slv, It. blue, S $10 
Griz and Cubs 
Short slv, It. blue, S&M $13 
Long slv, It. blue, S&M $16 
Canyon Frog 

Short slv, gray, S $12 i 


PATCHES 
EF! Fist $3.50 
Earth Police $3 

CAPS 

Woodland Camo $8 
Desert Camo $8 
Tan $8 

WINDOW STICKERS 
Earth First! Fist 4/$l 
No Cows 6/$ 1 

SILENT AGITATORS 
EF! Fist 30/$ 1.25 
Boycott Coors 10/$ 1.25 
Tools 30/$ 1.25 

BOOKS 

Wilderness On The Rocks 
Wolke $15 

Earth First! Reader Davk 
$14.95 

Waste of the West Jacobs $28 
Note: Ecodefense is temporarily 
out of stock. Dave Foreman is in 
the process of selling his rights to 
the book, and no printings will be 
done until the rights are trans- 
ferred. 



CASSETTES 

Austin Lounge Lizards Creatures from the Black Lagoon $9 
Austin Lounge Lizards Highway Cafe of the Damned $9 
Lone Wolf Circles Full Circle $10 
Lone Wolf Circles Tierra Primer a! $10 
Lone Wolf Circles New Tribal Jams $10 
Lone Wolf Circles Wild Ones $10 
Citizen's Band Pocket Full of Rocks $10 
Citizen's Band Smash the State (and Have a Nice Day) $10 
Dakota Sid Clifford ...For the Birds $10 ! 

Kelly Cranston For the Kalmiopsis $9 
Alice DiMicele It's a Miracle $10 
Alice DiMicele Make a Change $10 
Alice DiMicele Too Controversial $10 
Scotty Johnson Century of Fools $10 
Greg Keeler Songs of Fishing, Sheep & Guns in MT $9 
Greg Keeler Talking Sweet Bye & Bye $9 
Greg Keeler Bad Science Fiction $9 
Greg Keeler Post-Modern Blues $9 
Greg Keeler Enquiring Minds $9 
Katie Lee Fenced $10 
Katie Lee Love's Little Sisters $10 
Katie Lee Colorado River Songs $10 
Dana Lyons Our State is a Dump site $6 
Dana Lyons Animal $10 
Peg Millett Gentle Warrior $10 
Bill Oliver Texas Oasis $10 
Bill Oliver & Friends Better Things to Do $10 
Cecelia Ostrow All Life is Equal $8 
Cecelia Ostrow Warrior of the Earth $9 
Rainforest Information Centre Nightcap $10 
Joanne Rand Home $10 
Joanne Rand Choosing Sides $10 

John Seed, Bahloo & Friends Earth First! $9 GCIltlC WcHTiOr 
John Seed Deep Ecology $10 
John Sirkis The Wild West $9 
Voices of the New Ecology Only One Earth $12 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz Forever Wild $10 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz Spirit is Still on the Run $10 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz Listen to the Earth $10 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz A Kid for the Wild $10 
Glen Waldeck Wreckin' Ball Waldeck $10 
The Wallys Rainforest Roadshow $10 
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Waste of the West by Lynn Jacobs 
thoroughly explores public lands ranch- 
ing and its environmental, economical, 
political, and social impact. 8 1/2" X 1 1", 
602 pages, 4 lbs., more than 1000 
photos and graphics, ETC. Why is 
ranching the West’s most destructive 
influence? What can we do about it? 

$28 (postpaid) 





A New Cassette from 
Peg Millett 


EARTH FIRST! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

Make checks out to Earth First! or send cash. Mail to Earth First!, POB 5176, Missoula, MT 
59806. Allow five weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received in that time). Please 
use a i subscription form when sending in a subscription. 
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USUAL DISGUSTING PLEA FOR MONEY 

I he Earth First! movement runs on your financial support. We don't need as 
much as other groups since we are grassroots, volunteer, decentralized and have 
low overhead. Moreover, you get to select where your hard-earned money goes. 
Don't send your contributions to this newspaper, send them directly to one of 
these hard working groups: 

‘Earth First! Biodiversity Project, POB 3132, Boulder, CO 80307-3132 

‘Earth First! Direct Action Fund, POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

‘Earth First! Oceans Task Force, POB 77551, SF, CA 94107-7551 

‘Predator Project, POB 6733, Bozeman, MT 59771 

‘Ranching Task Force, POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 

‘Arizona Earth First!, POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

‘Bay Area Earth First!, POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

‘Big Bend Earth First!, POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 

‘Colorado Earth First!, Box 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 

‘Everglades Earth First!, POB 557735, Miami, FL 33255 

‘Florida Earth First!, POB 13864, Gainesville, FL 32604 

‘Greater Gila Biodiverity Project, POB 12835, Albuquer., NM 87195 

‘lakes Area Earth First!, POB 202, Brainerd, MN 56401 

*l.os Angeles Farth First!, POB 4381, North Hollywood, CA 91607 

‘Midwest Headwaters Earth First!, POB 14691, Madison, WI 53714 

‘New Mexico Earth First!, POB 12896, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

‘Preserve Appalachian Wilderness, POB 51 A, Bondville, VT 05340 

‘Stumptown Earth First!, POB 13765, Portland, OR 97213 

‘Santa Cruz Farth First!, POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA95061 

‘Stumpfrogs Earth First!, POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

‘Virginians for Wilderness, Route 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 24401 

‘Washington Farth First!, POB 95545 Seattle, WA 98145-2545 

‘Wild Rockies Earth First!, POB 7891, Missoula, MT 59807 

‘Yellowstone Farth First!, Box 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 

This fundraising appeal is placed as a service to the Earth First! movement. 
THANK YOU for your support! 
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Ecotopian RiparianRendezvous 


By Karen Lowe 

Buckle up your life jackets, this 
spring's Riparian Rendezvous will 
occur near the Oregon-California 
border in the Ecotopian Province of 
Riperia within the Smith River wa- 
tershed April 29th through May 
4th, 1992, in Six Rivers National 
Forest. A slingshot tournament will 
determine once and for all who the 
fastest sling in the west really is. The 
Riparian Action Faction will be 
guiding a couple of float trips. Call 
us up to reserve a space. If you have 
your own boat, by all means bring 
it. The Smith is one of the few, if not 
the only, completely free-flowing 
rivers in California. 

Workshops will be happening 


on river, dam and hydro issues. 
Also, water politics, alternative for- 
estry, watershed defense, etc. Plus 
lots of rivers to run. Call us up and 
reserve a spot early for the float trip; 
space is limited in the rafts. 

A donation from participants 
is requested. The directions to the 
rendezvous will be posted on the 
answering machine a couple of 
weeks before the event, but if you 
can send us a donation in advance 
we can send you a map to the site 
along with other pertinent info. 
Bring camping gear and food as we 
will not be organizing a kitchen. 
The site is at high elevation so be 
prepared for rain, snow, or perfect 


The Wild Ranch Re- 
view is a quarterly news- 
letter offering in-depth 
profiles of community- 
based environmental 
groups working at the 
opposite end of the size 
scale from eco-behe- 
moths like Greenpeace. 
Issue 1 profiles Wild 
Ranch, where a wildlife 
refuge is being carved out 
of cowboy country, and 
Mission Wolf, an educa- 
tion center and wolf ref- 
uge. Subscriber partici- 
pation is requested in 
other features, including the James, 
What?!? Memorial Bonehead of the 
Year Award. Subscriptions are $15, 
$5 of which goes directly to pur- 
chase and rehabilitate land at Wild 
Ranch. Write to -.The Wild Ranch 
Review, c/o Tim Haugen, POB 81, 
Gulnare, CO 81042. 


sunny blue skies, we could get some 
of each. If you plan on boating, call 
us and we'll fill you in on safety 
equipment and how to arrange it. 

For more info contact: Six 
Rivers Earth First! POBox 133, 
Cutten (run), CA 95534-0133 
Phone: (707) 442-4710. 



SUBSCRIBE TO EARTH FIRST! 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal — is an independent entity within the broad Earth First! movement and 
serves as a forum for no-compromise environmental thought and action. Subscriptions go to publish this newspaper and to fund 
a variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 

Keep us informed of ADDRESS CHANGES! The Post Office will charge us 300 for an address correction and won’t forward 
your paper. 


Designs for RRR 
T-Shirt Due! 

Imagine your artwork going to 
jail on the back of an Earth First! 
activist. Your design is wanted for 
the 1992 RRR! Folks who don't 
know art, but know what they like 
will choose one or more designs for 
T-shirts. We might even be able to 
arrange for on-site silk 
screening... you just never know 
what will happen! 

Please submit your sketches, 
slides, camera-ready art and draw- 
ings ASAP. We'd like to get this 
project rolling by the end of April. 
Multi-color designs must be able to 
be hand-separated. 

So, get on the stick, you artsy- 
fartsy types! Don't dawdle, doodle! 
Send your stuff to Jim Morris T- 
Shirts, POB 831, Boulder, CO 
80306-0831. 

Big April 
Anti-Nuke Demo 

Hundreds of thousands of glo- 
bal citizens (hopefully including 
many EF!ers) will gather in Nevada 
this April to protest nuclear testing 
and to demand a Comprehensive 
Test Ban. Since the Partial Test Ban 
was signed in 1963, over 700 under- 
ground nuclear explosions have 
turned the Test Site's desert eco- 
system into a radioactive, lifeless 
wasteland. Now is the time to stop 
this insanity. The "100th Monkey 
Project" will include: The Event 
(April 10-12) — music and speakers 
just north of Las Vegas. The Walk 
(April 13-17) — walk to the test site 
at Mercury, Nevada. The Action 
(April 19) — Earth Day/Night non- 
violent direct action. 

Be prepared for hot and cold 
weather, and bring plenty of water. 
Call for directions to site and 
meeting plans after mid-March so 
we can form an affinity group. 
Please call especially if you can or- 
ganize an EF! outdoor kitchen. Info: 
Randy Ghent (707) 826-BARF. 

Swarthmore PAW 
Conference 


GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS — Introduce others to Earth First! and receive the EF! bumpersticker of youy choice or 30 silent 
agitators for each gift subscription you make. Indicate your address and what you would like on the subscription form. 

LIFE SUBSCRIPTIONS — Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to really help Earth First! and insure that 
you’ll get Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal for life (yours or ours, whichever is shorter)? Then become a life 
subscriber. Send us $400 and you’ve got it. 

Clip and send to: Earth First!, POB 5176, Missoula, MT 59806 

Here’s $20 or more for a one year subscription to Earth First! 

Here’s $20 to resubscribe to Earth First! 

Here’s an extra $15. Send Earth First! First Class. 

Here’s $30 (US funds only). Send Earth First! to me First Class in Canada or Mexico or surface mail outside the USA. 

Here’s $45 (US funds only). Send me Earth First! Air Mail outside the USA. 

We are a government agency or exploitative corporation. Here’s $75 for a subscription ($100 for First Class mail). 

Here’s $400 or more for a life subscription to Earth First!. 

Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here’s $20 or more. 

I’m broke. Please send me a subscription for $ 

Please change my address. My old zip code was: 

Name - i j 

Address 

City . State ?*P. 

The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use an alias. Make sure the mailperson knows that 
James What (or whoever) is getting mail at your address. 


On April 11 and 12, 
Swarthmore College and Preserve 
Appalachian Wilderness (PAW) will 
host a symposium at Swarthmore 
College, Swarthmore, PA, (ten 
minutes as the neotropical migrant 
flies from Philadelphia) on Con- 
servation Biology, Applied Ecology, 
and Neotropical Migratory Song- 
bird Conservation. 

Dave Foreman, Rick Bonney, 
Buck Young , and others will speak. 
Let us know you're coming. There is 
no registration fee. Camping is next 
to the college and free. All you have 
to do is get here, bring food, and 
bring a stein, cause we're even 
buying the beer. 

This event coincides with the 
Lone Wolf Circles/ Dana Lyons/ 
SEACret DuPont action (see page 
25) Contact Eric Sievers, 400 Wal- 
nut Lane, Swarthmore, PA 19081 
(215)544-7989 
EcoNet: Swarthmore. 
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Canada 

Alberta 

Wild Alberta EFI 

Box 61245 

Brentwood Postal NW 
Calgery AB T2L 2K6 

British Columbia 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053 

Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 

Paul Watson 

POB 48446 

Vancouver, BC V7X 1A2 
(604) 688-SEAL 

Terra Prima 

POB 6491 Depot 1 
Victoria, BC V8P 5M4 

Vancouver EFI 

Box 21521 

1850 Commercial Drive 
Vancouver, BC V5N 4A0 

Ontario 

EF! Ottawa 

Box 4612 Station E 

Ottawa, ONT K1S 5H8 

Quebec 

EFI Montreal 
BP 42048 CPJ-Mance 
Montreal Quebec H2W 2T3 


Mexico 

Mexico City EF! 

Joe Keenan 
Apdo. Postal 22-146 
14000 Mexico DF 
(5)665-1610 
Mexico 


Alaska 

Alaska EF! 

Wally World 
Michael Lewis 
POB 670647 
Chuglak, AK 99567 

Arizona 

Friends of tire Owls 
Karl Montana 
POB 11152 
Prescott, AZ 86304 
Phoenix EF! 

Mike or Terri 
POB 8795 
Phoenix, AZ 85066 
(602) 276-2849 
Tucson EF! 

AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412 
Tucson, AZ 85722 

California 

Six Rivers EF! 

Gaffer T Grip 
POB 133 

Cutten, CA 95534 
(707) 442-4710 
Volcano EF! 

J. Sten Layman 
POB 1475 

Sutter Creek, CA 95685 
(209) 223-2965 
Glenn M. Brown 
1801 Sonoma St. #381 
Vallejo, CA 94590 
Bay Area EF! * 

Bay Area Hotline 
(415) 949-0575 
Karen Pickett 
POB 83 

Canyon, CA 94515 
San Francisco EF! 

POB 411233 

San Francisco, CA 94141 


EF! Projects 

Carmageddon 
c/o EF! United Kingdom 
9 Cazenove Rd 
London N16 6PA UK 
Coalition Against Fur Farms 
POB 3095 

Ashland, OR 97520 
(503) 796-9559 
iF! Biodiversity Project 
POB 3132 

Boulder, CO 80307-3132 
•■F! Direct Action Fund 
POB 210 

Canyon, CA 94515 
(510) 376-7329 FAX 631-7958 
iFl Eco-Videographe/EGR fit 
iF! Genetic Alert 
POB 2182 
Berkely, CA 94702 
iF! Grizzly Bear Task Force 
POB 6151 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
Canadian Grizzly Bear TF 
Box 61245 

Brentwood Postal NW 
Calgary AB T2L 2K6 


EF! Journal 
POB 5176 

Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 728-81 14 
EF! Ranching Task Force 
POB 5784 
Tucson, AZ 85703 
(602) 758-3137 
Fund for Wild Nature 
POB 1683 

Corvallis, OR 97339 

Hunt Saboteurs 

BWAP! 

POB 67121 

Scotts Valley, CA 95067 
(408) 437-8631 
Predator Project 
POB 6733 

Bozeman, Mr 59771 
(406) 587-3389 


Lifeweb 
POB 20803 
San Jose, CA 95160 
Santa Cruz EF! 

Karen DeBraal 
POB 344 

Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-8094 
Orange County EF! 

POB 28318 
Santa Ana, CA 92799 
Mike Saltz, Jr 
Westward Wolves Jnfoletter 
6251 Hillside Dr 
Yorba Linda, CA 92686 
Lake Tahoe EF! 

Bill Peterson 
POB 8934 

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96158 
Tahoe EF! 

Box 613077 

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96152 
(916) 541-0465 
Dave Wheeler 
POB 1398 

Sugarloaf, CA 92386 
(714) 585-7160 
Santa Monica EF! 

2401 Lincoln Blvd 2nd floor 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
(310) 392-7735 
Coyote Creek Greens 
POB 1521 
Cypress, CA 90630 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381 

North Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 33663 

San Diego, CA 92163 

Colorado 

Walkabout 
POB 1166 
Boulder, CO 80306 
Scott Sala 
1141 Emerson St. 

Denver, CO 80218 
Gunnison EF! 

•Gretchen Ulrich/ Dewey Groover 
POB 5916 WSC 
Gunnison, CO 81231 
(303)943-2354 or 
(303) 641-5329 
San Juan EF! 

Dan Johnson/Chris Martin 
POB 3204 

Durango, CO 81302 
(303) 385-4518 or 
(303) 259-4577 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101 
Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
The Wild Ranch Review 
c/o Tim Haugen 
POB 81 

Gulnare, CO 81042 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101 
Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, CO 80046-0101 


Florida 

Big Bend F.F! 

Mike Schoelen 
POB 20582 
Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 224-6782 
Perdido Bay EF! 

Corbin McMulin 
410 W Blount St 
Pensacola, FL 32501 
Florida EF! 

Wiregrass 
POB 13864 
Gainesville, FL 32604 
Pan 

c/o 1507 Edgevale Rd 
Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
Canebrake EF! 

The Rattler Tattler 
POB 6106 

Palm Harbor, FL 3484-0706 
Big Cypress EF! 

1938 Hollywood Blvd, 2nd fl. 
Hollywood, FL 33020 
Everglades EF! * 

POB 557735 
Miami, FL 33255 
(305) 662-9383 

Georgia 

Students for Env. Awareness 
Tate Student Center U of GA 
Athens, GA 30602 
Kids for Konservation 
POB 885 

Athens, GA 30601 
Paul Beck 
3654 Old Ferry Rd 
Martinez, GA 30907 
(404) 855-6426 
Hawaii 

Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031 

Makawao, HI 96768 
(808) 572-2546 

Idaho 

LAOT 
POB 1360 

Priest River, ID 83856 

Illinois 

Chicago EF! 

POB 6424 
Evanston, IL 60204 
Southern Illinois EF! 

POB 90 

Glen Carbon, IL 62034 
(618) 692-3246 
Shawnee EF! 

Rene Cook 
RR6 Box 397 
Murphysboro, IL 62966 

Iowa 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

Hal Rowe 
POB 305 

Iowa City, LA 52244 
(319) 354-6674 

Kentucky 

Erik Dellahousay 
455 Ed Howe Rd 
MunfordviUe, KY 42765 
(502) 531-6703 


* 


Maine 

Maine EF! 

Rilli Barker 
POB 507 

North Waterboro, ME 04061 
(207) 247-4112 
Solon EF! 

Michael Vernon 
RFD 1 Box 4025 
Solon, ME 04979 

Maryland 

Chesapeake EF! 

POB 184 

Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732 
(301) 855-4241 

Massachusetts 

Connecticutt Valley EF! 

POB 298 

Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 
Alan (Atticus Finch) Goldblatt 
66 Wendell St. 

Cambridge, MA 02138 
(617) 876-1750 
Autonome Forum 
POB 366 

Williamstown, MA 01267 
(413) 458-5538 

Michigan 

Jay Tataro 
B419 Baily Hall MSU 
East Lansing, MI 48825 
Val Salvo 
POB 02548 
Detroit, MI 48202 
(313) 831-6800 
Minnesota 

Minnesota EF! 

Kent Jones 
Box 7448 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

Missouri 

Missouri EF! 

POB 189 

Pacific, MO 63069 
Sue Skidmore 
POB 681 JF 

Springfield, MO 65801 
Annie Magill 
POB 5905 

Kansas City, MO 64111 
Ray O McCall 
Rt. 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 

Montana 

North Fork EF! 

POB 271 

Hungry Horse, MT 59919 

Keep It Wild! 

POB 1121 

Whitefish, MT 59937 
Wild Rockies EF! 

Wild Rockies Review 
Milton Slummer 
POB 9286 

Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 , 

Yellowstone EF! 

Randall Restless 
Box 6151 


Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-9211 

Nebraska 

Buffalo Bruce 

HC 74 Box 76 
Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

Nevada 

Great Basin EF! 

Jonas Prida 
POB 48 

Yerington, NV 89447 
(702) 463-2954 

New Hampshire 

Jeff Elliott 
81 Middle Street 
Lancaster, NH 03584 
(603) 788-2918 

New Mexico 

Northern NMEF! 

Ginger Quinn 
POB 5170 
Taos, NM 87571 
(505) 758-5550 
Hawk 
POB 661 

Angel Fire, NM 87710 
New Mexico EF! 

Act Like an Earthquake 
POB 12896 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 
(505) 873-0299 
Greater Gila Biodiversity 
Project 
POB 12835 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 

New York 

EF! Susquehanna-Chenangc 
Bioregion 
Kurt Nelson 
224 Bevier St 
Binghamton, NY 13904 
(607) 724-0348 
Greater Adirondack Bioregi 
1125 Phoenix Ave. 
Schenectady, NY 12308 
Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St. 

New York, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244 
Long Island EF! 

POB 812 

Huntington, NY 11743 
(516) 424-6499 

North Carolina 

South PAW 

Rodney Webb 
POB 3141 

Asheville, NC 28802 

Ohio 

Black Swamp EF! 

Michael fit Margery Downs 
1117 1/2 N Erie St 
Toledo, OH 43604 
Oliio Valley EF! 

Brian Hagemann 
POB 21017 

University of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221 
Clint Holley III 
284 10 S Bridge Circle 
Westlake, OH 44145 
(216) 892-7891 


Oregon 

Stumptown EF! 

POB 13765 
Portland, OR 97213 
(503) 231-0207 
Southern Willamette EFI 
POB 10384 
Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 343-7305 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 1846 

Cave Junction, OR 97523 

Pennsylvania 

Allemong Bioregion EF! 

POB 1689 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
Alleghany Biodiversity! 

POB 6013 

Pittsburg, PA 15211 
(412) 531-7705 
Dave Hafer 

Edward Abbey Hiking Society 
POB 65 

Lewisburg, PA 17837 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 library Ave 
Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 
RD #4 237-A Elk Lake 
Montrose, PA 18801 
(717) 278-1396/(607) 724-8454 

South Carolina 

Charleston EF! 

Joseph Allawos 
99 St Philip St #107 
Charleston, SC 29403 
Southern Appalachian EF! 
Buddy Newman 
Unicorn Hills Farm 
Sunset, SC 29685 
(803) 878-2234 

Texas 

Llano Estacado EF! 

POB 4733 

Lubbock, TX 79409 
(806) 747-3552 
William Larson 
9122 Oak Downs Road 
San Antonio, TX 78230 
(512) 342-2520 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 3, Box 114 
Cleveland, TX 77327 
EF! Austin 
POB 7292 
University Station 
Austin, TX 77327 

Utah 

Wild Utah EF! (WOOF!) 

POB 510442 

Salt Lake City, UT 84151 

Vermont 

Preserve Appalachian 
Wilderness (PAW) 

Buck Young 
Box 52A 

Bondville, VT 05340 
(802) 297-1022 


Virginia 

Vlrginia/DC EFI 
Robert F. Mueller 
Rt. 1, Box 250 
Staunton, VA 22401 
(703) 885-6983 
Appalachian EH 
Appalachian Econnection 
Ernie Reed 
POB 309 

NeUysford, VA 22958 
(804) 361-9036 
UVA EF! 

2.303 JPA 

Charlottesville, VA 22903 
Virginia Highlands, EF! * 
c/o Brenda Vest 
POB 40 

Goshen, VA 24439 
Washington 
Shuskan EF! 

Tony Van Gessel 
POB 773 

Bellingham, WA 98227 
Seattle EF! 

Earth First! Bulletin 
POB 95545 

Seattle, WA 98145-2545 
Olympic Peninsula EF! 

The Dancing Nudi Branches 
POB 1813 

Port Townsend, WA 98368 
Cheetwood EF! 

POB 10147 
Olympia, WA 98502 
Okanogan Highlands EF! 

POB 361 

Republic, WA 99166 

West Virginia 

National Sacrifice Zone 
Vince Packard 
POB 65 

MyTa, WV 25544 

Wisconsin 

Midwest Headwaters EF! News 
Madison EF! 

Bob Kaspar 
POB 14691 
Madison, WI 53714 
(608) 241-9426 
H. Bruse 
235 Travis Drive 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 
(715) 423-5636 


International EF! 
Directory 

Australia 

Rainforest Information Centre 
Jolm Seed 
POB 368 

Lismore, NSW 2480 
AUSTRALIA 
TEL 066-21 -85-05 
email peg:rainfaus 
Marianne Haynemann 
POB 256 

Mitchem, VIC 3132 
AUSTRALIA 
Melbourne EF! 

GPO Box 1738Q 
Melbourne, VIC 3001 
AUSTRALIA 
Germany 
Earth First! Germany 
Jan Ebert 
Blumenrode 11/13 
D-8620 Lichtenfels 
GERMANY 

India 

Amand Skaria 
PB #14 

Cochin 682001 

Kerala 

INDIA 

tel 009-484-25435 

Poland 

A. Janusz Korbel 
ul. Map 21/3 
43-300 Bielsko Biala 
POLAND 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Lea Valley EF! 

Jason Torrance 
POB 2573 
London N16 6HN 
Tel (44) 081 8061561 
Fax (44) 081 8061561 
email gn-.jtorrance 
Manchester EF! 
c/o 2 Hall Ave 
Rusholme, Manchester 
M14 5HN UK 

Merseyside EF! /Green Anarchist 
c/o Green Group 
POBox 187, 160 Mt. Pleasant 
Liverpool, L69 7BR UK 
Mid Somerset EF! 

POBox 23, 5 High St. 
Glastonbury, Somerset UK 
Oxford EF! 
c/o Maisonette 2 
28 Walton St. 

Oxford UK 
South Downs EF! 
c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury PL 
Brighton/East Sussex BN2 2GY 
South London EF! 

Box 1, 56 Crampton St. 

London SE 17 UK 
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THREE DOLLARS 


JAMES BAY 
VICTORY 


Anti-Dam Activists 

James Bay activists won a 
major victory on March 26 when 
New York State cancelled its con- 
tract to buy electricity from Hydro- 
Quebec. The cancellation deals a 
heavy, perhaps fatal, blow to HQ's 
dream of further destroying this 
great northern wilderness with 
more dams, dikes, airports, and res- 
ervoirs. 

Hydro-Quebec has vowed 
to move forward and claims the 
cancellation will put its Great 
Whale project behind schedule 
"only by a year.' 1 However, losing 
New York's 20-year, $19.5 billion 
contract makes it harder for HQ to 
find the loans it needs to continue. 

In Phase 1 , known as the La 
Grande River project, HQ flooded 
5,000 square miles of wilderness, 
drowned 10,000 caribou in a single 
day, and released mercury which 
poisoned Cree natives and wildlife. 

Earth First! 
Takes Root in 
British Isles 

While many Earth First! ers 
in North America may be surprised 
to hear and see our movement surge 
across the Atlantic and into the 
Isles, the presence of four EFIers 
from the States (Mike Mease, Alice 
DiMicele, Snaggletooth and my- 
self) should in no way imply that 
our arrival was a US inspired plot to 
turn our British brothers and sisters 
into rabid, frothing wilderness 
freaks. Our cohorts in the Divided 
Kingdom figured it out all by, 
themselves that British society 
neeflyj i to ingest "a large dose of 
Shieen fire ) In addition, they sensed 
that the time was ripe for a feistier, 
more creative, less predictable en- 
vironmental movement. 

Essentially, the road-show 
was an attempt to support the ef- 
forts of Earth First! groups and ac- 
tivists in Britain by following up on 
links forged during the SOS Sarawak 
campaign to save Malaysian 
rainforests and Dayak tribal people. 

We are pleased to report 
that the Earth First! movement in 
Britain is fast changing the staid 
face of environmentalism in this 
bastion of manicured industrial- 
ism. 

Taking a trick or two from 

continued on page 8 


win one in New York 

If HQ begins Phase 2, the Great 
Whale River project, ecosystems 
and watersheds near Hudson Bay 
will be attacked Four rivers will be 
diverted, and an area the size of 
Rhode Island will be flooded. 

Yet HQ still needs to sell 
$9.5 billion of bonds to finance 
Great Whale, a task made even 
more difficult by the fact that HQ's 
long term debt is already $30 bil- 
lion. William Streeter, vice presi- 
dent of Moody's Investor Service, 
calls the size of HQ's debt "un- 
precedented." 

12,000 Cree and 4,000 
Inuit natives live in this remote 
territory where winters are long and 
cold, where dietary staples are fish, 
caribou and goose, where the land 
is a spirited part of each indigenous 
person. If HQ starts constructing 
Great Whale, the situation could 
get ugly. The Cree will likely 

continued on page 1 1 



BC "Wilderness" 

^ Group Offers 
Reward 
for Spiker 

Walbran Valley, the British 
Colombian site of ongoing block- 
ades and old growth forest defense, 
has been spiked. When seven tim- 
ber fellers working for MacMillian 
Bloedel Ltd. went to work Monday, 
April 6th in the Botley Lake area of 
the Walbran Valley on Vancouver 
Island, logger Ernie Calverley hit a 
15 cm steel sDike with his chainsaw . 
He was not injured. Thirty four 
more spikes were found in the area 
with metal detectors. The spikes 
were put into holes pre-drilled into 
the trees. "Walbran 300," the 13- 



Earth First! Day Of Outrage 


full coverage inside 


BUSH AXES 
FOREST APPEALS 


US Forest Service Kowtows to 

White House-Dumps Appeal System 

■ 


As a grand, flourishing tribute 
to the effectiveness of environmen- 
talist groups in fighting Forest Ser- 
vice excess, the Freddies will evis- 
cerate their own administrative ap- 
peals process in mid April. After 
scheming for decades to free them- 
selves from the burden of public 
input, the FS has finally found the 
excuse they have been looking for: 
George Bush's State of the Union 
Address calls for the removal of 
regulatory impediments to eco- 
nomic progress. 

Since adopting the appeal sys- 
tem in 1906, the FS has alternately 
spotlighted and obscured the wa- 
vering mirage of agency concern by 
tinkering with the general public's 
ability to appeal land management 
decisions made by the agency. In 
the last 15 years, the plodding 
growth of the agency's public rela- 
tions ability and regulatory re- 
sourcefulness has been overtaken 
and far outstripped by the expo- 
nential growth of environmental 
outrage and justified hostility to- 
ward FS bungling. As a result, the 


agency has nearly drowned in a sea 
of appeals and litigation. About the 
litigation, the Freddies can do 
nothing. Regarding appeals, the FS 
has two choices: 

continued on page 7 
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EARTH FIRST! 

NO COMPROMISE IN THE DEFENSE OF MOTHER EARTH! 

Subscription is $20 a year 

POB 5176 * MISSOULA, MONTANA 59806 * 406-728-8114 




You may notice your Journal 
has come a few days later than usual; 
we held up production in order to 
include coverage of the International 
Day of Outrage actions. We also made 
a few changes this issue, some of them 
that you'll notice right off and some 
that you may not. 

First, we've gone to a brighter, 
heavier recycled paper for the cover 
stock. This should help prevent some 
of the mangling that happens to your 
issue in the US Mail. In addition, we 
made some changes to the masthead. 
It will now be printed in green for 
reasons that we hope are obvious. 

The biggest change is that our 
back cover has the addition of a new 
masthead, which magicly transforms 
it into the front cover. This was a tough 
decission for us, as the back cover was 
originally kept low-key in order to pro- 
tect the privacy of our subscribers who 
wished to receive their copies without 
nosey postal clerks or neighbors know- 
ing about it. But over the years, we 
have printed many back covers that are 
unmistakably Earth First! with very 
few complaints. However, if you still 
want your Journal in a "plain brown 
wrapper" just up your subscription to 
the first class rate and we'll get it off to 
you in a recycled manilla envelope. 

Our old newspaper format was 
very difficult to display on the type of 


racks used by many environmen- 
tal centers, bookshops, news 
stands and co-ops, which is pre- 
cisely the kind of places where we 
want to be displayed, and where 
we get many new subscribers. The 
new design allows thejournal tobe 
displayed vertically in a standard 8 
1/2'' by 11" magazine rack. 

toria^^”ih5-P©Ftland .meeting, > 
there were many concerns about 
the amount of space devoted to 
what many readers and activists 
saw as petty bickering, personal 
attacks on fellow activists, and 
plain old inflamatary nonsense. 

\ From now on, we will attempt to 
^ solve this problem through better 
^communication, and through 
■^ fairness and mutual respect. 

Another editorial change 
is on this page. In the past, staff 
members have used this space for 
editorials. From now on, editorials 
and op-eds will appear on page 
three. So if you wish to write an 
editorial, or respond to one, by all 
means do so and send it in. This 
space will be used to inform you 
about what is going on with the 
Journal, any staff changes, and late 
breaking news. 

Remember, if you're an 
Earth Firstler, this is your newspa- 
per, so use it! If you have any 
comments or sugestions, let us 
know. 


With summer just around 
the bend, it's time for Earth 
Firstiers to focus their collective 
energies towards those forest 
hotspots and other natural battle- 
grounds. Historically, summer- 
time produces a large hatch of 
Earth First! nomads who band to- 
gether in groups and seek out im- 
periled ecosystems. This summer 
will be no different as Earth 
Firstiers travel to such public lands 
tiattlefields as the Siskiyou Na- 
tional Forest, the wildlands of Cen- 
tral Idaho, the San Juan Moun- 
tains, and the Walbran Valley on 


Beltain: March 24-May 3 


The ancient Celts divided the year into two parts. The summer season 
began with Beltain on May eve and the winter season began with Samhain 
on October 31st. Beltain, meaning Bel-fire, was celebrated by extinguishing 
, all fires a nd r itually knidling a new fire fro m w hi c h he arth s were reliUJBelenos> 
(|and the Celtic sun and fire God is the die tv honored a t Beltain. JusTas Eostar 
^ceTgbfates feminine ferfiTitv. “Beltain celebra tes the male aspect of fe r t i lity. 
With the Roman occupation of Britian came the five day celebration of 
Floralia, which was eventually integrated into existing Beltain celebrations. 
By the middle ages jwer y villagp in England celebrated Beltain with a 
maypole. Ivlaypoles were outlawed in England and Wales in 1644 by the 
Puritan Long Parliament as, "A heathenish vanity, generally abused to 
superstition and wickedness." With the Suarts return to power in England, 
the maypole reappeared and May Day, or Beltain, festivities were again 
enjoyed. A perversion of the phallus worship aspect of Beltain is observed in 
some military-industrial societies by a prominent display of weaponry and 
military parad es .\P f>r those of us with' a more natural cultural orientation, it I 
/n^recon inl e nded to bathe in morning de w, dance abo ut the mayp ole an d \ 
( make lov e. amon g the flowers, t 
— PEGGYSUEMcCRAE 
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Vancouver Island. In addition, we 
will be organizing the first action 
against the importation of tropical 
hardwood into a US port as part of 
Earth Firsti's rainforest campaign. 
As per usual, there are no shortage 
of worthy campaigns in need of 
enthused activists. 

As the Earth's native for- 
ests, be they tropical or temperate, 
enter the Nineties, H.M.S. Western 
Lifestyle is poised to strike at the 
last natural ecosystems capable of 
maintaining sizeable plant and 
animal communities. Earth 
Firstiers can no longer afford to 
just work on protecting forests in 
their bioregion or country — we 
must publicize and support forest 
campaigns in Sarawak, New 
Guinea, Madagascar, Burma, Sibe- 
ria, the Congo, the Amazon, Cen- 
tral America, Chile, Australia and 
Tasmania. Empower yourself and 
others by linking up with interna- 
tional environmental activists 
who are working to protect the last 
significant portions of the globe's 
green skin. 

This is no time to pout or 
mourn the loss of forests gone by. 
It's time to take stronger forms of 
action that will earn us the respect 
we need to kick the Stone Con- 
tainers out of Honduras, to abolish 
the US Forest Service for liquidat- 
ing biodiversity, and to change 
anti-earth regimes in the U.S., 
Burma, Canada, Malaysia, etc... We 
in the Earth First! movement owe 
it to ourselves and to all the earth's 
lifeforms to keep our heads up and 
get mentally, physically and spiri- 
tually prepared to step onto the 
direct action battleground — 
wherever that might me this sum- 
mer. Oh, and don't forget t o hav e 
some fun cuz ^hgsplnf of our tribe -• 
responds to laughter, song and the 
camaraderie around the odd barrel 
or two. See ya'll at the Round River 
Rendevous. 
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Jake Jagoff and LITHA staff: Beverly Cherner — 

Nagasaki Johnson Rav Area California: Don Smith — 



Huey Johnson 
on Hunting 
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I am a hunter. I hunt for 
j \ food and spiritual involvement 
'with the earth. Therefore, I am ) 
\ bother ed by the sudde n opposit ion 
to hunting within Earth First! when/ 
/ Earth Firstfers especially should be 
on my side.- 

Let me offer credentials on 
the matter. I have spent a lifetime 
struggling for environmental qual- 
ity issues that led to millions of 
acres of wilderness being saved that 
wouldn't have been preserved oth- 
erwise, to at least five wild rivers 
being saved in permanence, to sav- 
ing old growth forests and habitat 
for rare life forms in many places. 
I've had an effect on Mono Lake, the 
Tongass, the Sawtooths and other 
areas of relevance in my years. 

One source for the energy 
that fuels my caring is the wilder- 
ness and wild places in general. And 
I go there to collect the meat I eat. I 
don't buy domestic meat with its 
chemical additives, I go out and 
hunt my own. 

But let me present reasons 
why anti-hunting shouldn't be a 
principal Earth First! effort as it has 
become. 

The first is freedom of 
choice: oppressing others invites 
having one's own ideas squelched, 
too. 

To hunt is a choice that 
people have had to struggle for. 


One of the issues in the formation 
of the US Constitution was that 
game belonged to the people, not 
the king. In England, a farmer had 
no right to take a deer and the king 
or his friends could come along at 
will and do so. Thus, the immi- 
grants who came here and cared 
rebelled at that practice and saw to 
it that hunting 
was assured as a 
public activity 
and that unlike 
Europe, hunting 
on public lands 
remains public to- 
day and hopefully 
will be forever. 

So for 
some in each gen- 
eration, enjoying 
the freedom of 
being in the wil- 
derness of coming 
back with a har- 
vest from the 2.8 acres of public 
land that belongs to every Ameri- 
can is a practical and spiritual activ- 
ity that deserves to continue. 

Hunting is a matter of 
choice, and needs to be defended. 
You may not choose to hunt, but 
your grandchildren may. 

Anti-hunters weaken envi- 
ronmental efforts. I have no prob- 
lem with organizations of anti- 
hunting groups standing up and 



independently pursuing their own 
activities. There are abuses in hunt- 
ing that could stand improvement 
and their voice could help. And I'm 
comfortable in debating the anti- 
hunters when they show up. But 
when they travel pretending they 
are part of other organizations, and 
threaten to co-opt and distract, I 
disagree. So it's time to explain why 
I hunt. 

First, the stereotype of 
rednecks shooting out of truck win- 
dows is incorrect. Hunting is a way 
for urban dwellers to relate to the 
land. I am a meat eater and I know 
that the steak I buy comes from 
slaughterhouses. 

I feel an obligation 
to kill my own 
meat and as a 
hunter I only take 
things I will eat. 

An ethic-of 

c aringT s" in vo 1 ved . 

I wouldn't kill a 
mountain lion or / 
a coyote, and I 
/ j work desperately; 
to bring the wolf 
back to places it i 

43 nee r oa med J 

And I oppose prac- 
tices like force feeding geese or im- 
prisoning young calves their whole 
lives to make tender veal and am 
glad animal rights groups are active 
against animal suffering. I support 
and am part of many of these 
groups. 

O ne rea son I humj_s jtCLre- 
tai n some oTThose~sItifl? that ha ve 
evolvecTover thousa nds of years of 
- hunting. There is a required heigh t- 
e ne d awareness in the wild. that a 


hunter then, and to at least some 
d egree now, has to have to be suc- 
cessful. For far longer than we've 
had modern devices like machines, 
the highest attribute has been the 
survival skill of hunting. A person 
today who has achieved great suc- 
cess — let's say with a Nobel Prize 
backed by an earlier Olympic Gold 
medal — was, several thousand years 
back the best hunter in his tribe. 

There is a spiritual side to 
hunting. One can read about the 
ritual that primitive people used in 
hunting. To kill game was to receive 
a precious gift from the Minitou. As 
a modern hunter, I feel some of that. 
Waiting in the dark, in the wet 
silence of” a marsh, watching for 
dawn, and listening for the first bird 
song stirs ancient wonderful feel- 
ings. I become part of nature's joy- 
ous response to a new day. 


1 

J 



Preserving habitat is an ac- 
tivity that sets modern hunters apart 
f rom the past. ’’Saunters are part of 
the~tHin green line known as the 
^rrvTfonmental movement. Where 
one could take, now we must give if 
hunting is to be part of the human 
experience. We learn that the game 
we seek is only there in huntable 
numbers if there is adequate land- 
scape avaiable for its home. So we 
must defend what is there and in- 
crease its habitat. 

Successful hunting de- 
mands preparation. One must 
know the plants, tracks, bird songs, 
water information, the wind direc- 
tion, the habits of the prey sought, 
the habits of its prey and skill with 
gun or bow. And the way I hunt 
requires a conditioned body. I need 

continued on page 31 



Earth First:, 

To whom it may concern, I'm 
18 and I want to do something besides 
donate money from an easy chair. 
Point me in the direction of some 
threatened nature in need of a pissed 
off, crazy 200 pound monster and I'll do 
the rest What's the story behind mo 
keywrenching, sounds like it's right up 
my alley. I want to protest in defence of 
my world and the unborn. I'm going to 
put a poem I wrote on here, if it is no 
good toss it out I won't cry. I seen Muir 
in the woods the other day and I 
bummed 50 cents off him so if you see 
him tell him I'll pay him back. "They" 
told me he was dead, bullshit I ain't seen 
no body. Well whatever. FIGHT THE - 
POWER! And send me some info on 
joining your ranks. 

— Feral Youth 
Shit fer Brains, 

Several months ago, I let my. 
subscription lapse in the midst of the 
Foreman (et. al.) divestiture. At the 
time, I vowed not to re-subscribe until 
learning whatwas to emerge from the 
rubble. In the interim, I feared the 
worst. I feared the Earth First! Journal 
would become little more than "feel- 
good" pap where no one's feelings 
were hurt. It was therefore with great 
relief that I read through a sample 
copy (Brigid 1992) and found much 


of that hell-bent spirit still intact. Seeing 
the controversy over "A Hunting We 
Will Go" warmed my bureaucracy- 
weakened heart. EF! is still goring sa- 
cred cows! Being a city planner, I must 
constantly reign in my radical environ- 
mental tendencies to suit the demands 
of Big Brother. Sanity, therefore, de- 
pends on the existence of anarchistic 
groups such as EF! If nothing else, I can 
live vicariously through the Journal. 
Enclosed is my check for subscription 
renewal, which may only be cashed on 
the condition that "Dear Ned Ludd" (or 
equivalent) returns... 

— D. Nozzo, Gainesville, Florida . 


SFB; 

No, WCWC isn't a logging 
corporation or a government agency. 
WCWC is the Western Canada Wil- 
derness Committee. In the past I've 
considered them a middle of the road 
group but they have become worse than 
cold milk toast. 

Recently spikes were found in 
fop Wal hran Valley. A ccording to news 
reports a paultry 26 headless spikes were 
found. Some were placed at chainsaw 
level and no warning was given to 
McMillan-Bloedel(the logging scum), 
or to the press. 

I can accept the fact that 


WCWC cannot condone the spiking , 
and that they must distance themselves 
from it to keep themselves "respect- 
able" jn the community. But to_give_a, 
ilOOO reward is-eutrageousl'WCWC is 
( in bed with the logging corporations. 

r You can send your letters of 
outrage and spikes to WCWC, 20 
i Water Street, Vancouver BC, Canada , 

V.V6B 1A4 . _ - — ~ 

— Anon 

Dear Earth First! 

Well the kids in Orange County, 
California are becoming very enthusi- 
astic about Earth First! Ever since I came 
out with my first issue of the Western 
Wolves InfoLetter about 200 young 
people have confronted me and asked 
how they could join the EF! movement 
or they wanted a subscription to the 
newsletter. 

On May 10th (Mother's Day) I had 
my first annual ‘Love Your Mother' 
festival in which we gave out recent 
InfoLetters, selling food, and taking 
donations. The InfoLetter is planning 
many more events to get the message 
out in the most conservative county in 
the country. 

For myself, I hope I can stay editor- 
in-chief of WWI. I admit it is hard to 
keep your grades up when you must 
write for a newsletter, edit it, print it, 
mail it, and organize activities. Luckily, 
a lot of the pressure has been taken off 
of a me, but I still have much to do. 

Even though it's a local newsletter 
anybody anywhere may recieve it free. 
Just write to us. The address is in the 
Journal's directory. 

—Mike Saltz (The Next Generation) 

Dear SFB, 

As we all know, one of the most 
important things any EF!er can do is 
write letters to our political representa- 
tives or bureaucrats in the hope that by 
keeping them busy they will miss an 


opportunity to fuck up another ecosys- 
tem. In the interest of informing your 
readers, I submit the following letter 
sent to Yellowstone National Park. They 
are planning to cram a few hundred 
more campsites into the already over- 
crowded, overdeveloped park. 

As we all know, they skew the 
process so that tmly visionary proposals 
go directly to the landfill, so the best we 
can usually hope to do is divert their 
attention for a few moments and cause 
them to pause before aiming for the 
shitcan. 

This information will get to you 
all after the process is dosed down, but 
again, if you feel strongly about things, 
it may slow the process a moment and 
allow the caldera to build to the proper 
tension. With the interest of subverting 
the dominant paradigm, I remain 
faithfully 

Forever Wild, 

— Bob Kaspar 

Dear EFIJ! 

Hey! CanebrakeEF! — good job, my 
friends! it is high time EF! made 
Anheuser-Busch eat some shit over Sea 
World. You neglected, however to 
mention where to send suggestions to 
the corporate villains responsible: Au- 
gust Busch III,. 1 Busch Place, St. Louis, 
MO 63118. Now is the time for a Busch 
Boycott! Keep up the good work! 

— A. Montana Cetacean 


Dear Poo-Poo Brains, 

This is a letter the EF! editors asked 
me to write to let people, especially kids, 
know about KIDS for KONSERVATION. 
KIDS for KONSERVATION is a new 
movement. KIDS for KONSERVATION 
gets kids involved in the stmggle to 
preserve what's left of our planet Earth. 
KfK shows kids they have power, more 
power than politicians and Earth rapers 


continued on page 30 
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Tasmanian Activists 
Blockade Timber Train 


By Feliaty Ruby and Simon 
CORNGAU 

Tasmania is the smallest state 
in Australia. It houses the largest 
redneck population as well as some 
of the most unique and endangered 
wildlife and wilderness on the 
globe. For these reasons, 35 
bumbling but determined activists 
held up a train carrying logs from a 
northern old growth forest to a 
woodchipping mill. It is estimated 
that 30 million tonnes of timber is 
taken from Tasmanian forests per 
year and with the new liberal gov- 
ernment (operating with a green 
balance of power) this will increase 
to 40-50 million tonnes. The ma- 
jority of this is used for 
woodchipping, and the liberals in- 
tend to build three more chipping 
mills and no doubt will if they can 
push the Resource Security legisla- 
tion through parliament. Resource 
Security was recently quashed by 
the ALP/Green government and 
was designed to guarantee 
1,400,000 hectares of forest for 
woodchipping. This represents all 
of Tasmania's forests that are not 
national park and means that no 
public consultation is necessary. 

The remeeting of the activists 
from a wide variety of organisations 
along the train line chatting quietly 
to the ring of possum shooters was 
a far cry from the hippy trippy en- 
vironment of the Jacky's March 
Forest Festival (a celebrated victory 
of a previous campaign). The Forest 
Festival was held during the State 
elections and whatever the out- 
come of the campaign for the 
Greens, it was considered a good 
strategy to warn the government 
and the T asmanian electorate of the 
Green capacity for action. The train 
rumoured to come through at 9 am 
did not come through until 8 am 


the next day. And so armed with 
the tenacity that Tassies 
bushrangers have, the train was 
halted amid cries of, "Oh no, this is 
a freight train," ...but it wasn't. Not 
only were there six carriages of 
freshly carved wilderness bleeding 
from ecological carnage, but ship- 
ments of the insecticide Caludane, 
bound for Malaysia's ecoparasites. 
Caludane is used in the treatment of 
wood prior to chipping, has been 
banned in the US since 1969, and 
can be found in the food chain all 
around the world due to its wide- 
spread use. This chemical affects 
the central nervous system and was 
just one of the damaging pieces of 
information that the action un- 
covered. It was manufactured in 
Korea and did a stop-over in Tas- 
mania. During the hold-up, the 
Toxic Substance Emergency Service 
inspected the cargo because of 
questions begged by the action. 

Activists stood in front of the 
train passing out press releases to 
the drivers, who were supportive, 
while other protesters crawled up 
on the logs and hung banners 
which read, "No Clearfelling Heri- 
tage Forests, Save the Old Growth, 
Earth First!," "End of the Line for 
the Forestry Commission," "For- 
estry=450 million debt for State," 
"National Estates Forests: 32 
Scheduled for Logging this 
Summer, ""Resource Security = De- 
stroyed Forests," and "Passengers 
not Pulp." 

A tripod was set up over one of 
the carriages upon which a pro- 
tester perched. One woman krypto 
locked herself by the neck to a tim- 
ber carriage and stayed there for 
four hours a fterwhich the protest- 
ers left satisfied that their message 
was conveyed to the media and the 
TasRail representatives that arrived. 


TasRail is com- 
pletely geared to 
industry. There 
is no passenger 
service at all in 
Tasmania, there- 
fore the trains 
run to no time- 
table except for 
the continuous 
call of the corpo- 
rate monster. 

The tradi- 
tion of the 
Australian 
bushranger was 
built upon by the 
protesters who 
all wore Ned 
Kelly masks 
which read 

Bushrangers Need Bush. American 
versions of Ned Kelly are Billy the 
Kid or Jesse James. The anti police 
state mentality which is typified by 
the bushranger was appropriate for 
this action with regards both to the 
police brutality at recent protests in 
this country and to the need for 
activists to "hold up" the crime that 
is taking place in the Australian 
bush. The imperialist desecration 
of forests and culture is still going 
on today and is therefore an appro- 
priate metaphor to call upon. Ned 
Kelly symbolises to Australians the 
rebellion against a system built 
upon convict slave labour into the 
glorification of the destructive 
masculinist mentality, the history 
of which goes back 204 years. 

The protest provided a visual 
and humourous image for the me- 
dia cameras and was peaceful and 
theatrical although it was painted 
by the mainstream environment 
movement as a terrorist act. All the 
familiar accusations from the for- 
estry commission regarding tree 
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spiking and property sabotage un- 
folded. The typical response from 
the Wilderness Society came from 
Geoff Law who stated, "My move- 
ment does not condone the 
behaviours and the alleged threats 
made by the protesters who hi- 
jacked a TasRail train for four 
hours. ..We do not support that 
style of campaigning. It is detri- 
mental to our cause... in the nine 
years of forest protest in Tasmania, 
physical intimidation of this type 
was not used by environmental- 
ists." 

The lengths to which the Wil- 
derness Society was prepared to go 
to alienate themselves from us 
show where their real loyalties lie, 
especially considering that the ac- 
tion was totally peaceful. They 
endeavour to dilute the ecology 
movement by claiming to be its true 
voice and then engage with the 
enemy in the same language, use 
the same forums and validate the 
authority of the government by 

continued on page 32 
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Logging Equipment They're Burning Load- 

Burned in ers in Florida Too! 

Washington 


Two log loaders were burned 
in Whatcom County, Washing- 
ton. The first fire, on March 9, 
was in the Schriebbers Meadow 
area near Baker Lake, causing 
$100,000 in damage. The second, 
March 23, was in a logging site on 
Galbraith mountain, between 
Lake Samish and Lake Whatcom, 
causing $225,000 in damage, 
—Source: The Bellingham her- 
ald 



A shear, which cuts trees, two 
skidders and a loader were burned 
on a site where 60 acres of pine trees 
were being cut in Samsula, Florida 
on March 30. The Orlando Sentinel 
reported officials' damage estimate 
at $215,000 worth of equipment 
and $4,000 worth of timber de- 
stroyed. The president of Griffin 
Timber Company said the 
uninsured eqiupment will cost 
$450)000 to $480,000 to replace. 
They said no employees would lose 
their jobs. The local television news 
reported $ 500,000 worth of damage 
and claimed 12 loggers were unem- 
ployed because of the arson. This 
marks a deep level of opposition in 
Florida which can no longer be re- 
strained, and which is no longer 
willing to compromise away habi- 
tat to timber compnies. This is very 
likely only the beginning! 


Poachers' Huts Dis- 
mantled in Greek 
Wetlands 

On January 31st, 35 members 
of EFAP (a Greek anti-hunting ini- 
tiative) destroyed many illegally 
constructed hunting huts in the 
wetland of Mailiankos, near the city 
of Lariain Central Greece. The huts 
made of wood were constructed on 
public lands in the nesting site of 
birds in a biotope which is included 
in the Ramsar Convention. Before 
the destruction, which we consider 
an act of eco-defense, EFAP had 
many times officially asked the 
Ministry of Agriculture and the Pre- 
fecture of Lamia to demolish the 
buildings. It should also be noted 
that many swans and eagles were 
shot down recently in the wetland 
of Maliakos which is a very impor- 
tant biOtoope for the last remaining 
Aftricilla heliaetus. 

—Source: Eco-News 


New York Fire Lookout 
Tower Toppled in 
Wilderness Area 

The last fire lookout tower in a 
New York State wilderness area met 
its demise when its legs were 
hacfcsawed on the National Day/ 
Night of Outrage. The tower wasm 
the Pharoah Lake Wilderness Area. 

Originally the New York State 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation called for the removal 
of all the look-out towers. But the 
removal of the Pharoah Lake Tower 
which was buiit in 1909 was put on 
hold pending historical study after 
outcries from local Wise-Use advo- 
cates who liked to have beer-drink- 
ing, bottle-throwing parties in tfae| 
wilderness. 

— Source: biodiversity liberation 
Front EF! 
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Burma’s Forests 
Fall Victim to War 


By Rod Harbinson 

Burma is in a state of civil war. 
It is a conflict which is putting 
grievous pressures on the innocent 
people and natural resources of the 
country. 

In its bid to cling on to power, 
the State Law and Order Restora- 
tion Council (SLORC) has taken to 
exploiting the country's rich re- 
sources as a means of earning for- 
eign currency, which it uses to 
modernise and expand the armed 
forces in order to fight its own 
people. 

In September 1988, student 
pro-democracy demonstrations in 
Rangoon were viciously crushed by 
the military. Over a thousand were 
shot in the streets and many more 
in the ensuing clampdown. After 
the massacre, General Ne Win, who 
seized control in 1962, stepped be- 
hind the scenes by symbolically 
handing power to the State Law and 
Order Restoration Council, led by 
General Saw Muang. 

In August 1991, the SLORC re- 
ceived the first delivery of a 
(US) $1.4 billion arms deal made 
with China. Since the regime does 
not possess this amount of cash it 
would appear that the majority was 
on credit pending the exploitation 


of oil concessions given in 1989. 

In 1989, ten companies paid 
$5 million for exploration rights, 
including Croft Exploration, Pre- 
mier Oil and Kirkland Resources 
from Britain and Anglo-Dutch 
Shell, BHP Australia, Petro-Canada, 
Unocal and Amoco from the US and 
Japan's Idemitsu. All have prom- 
ised large investment in the future. 

Reports from intelligence and 
financial sources, however, indicate 
that $400 million in cash was paid 
for the military equipment but that 
the debit did not figure on Burma's 
known balance, which remains less 
than the stated figure. Mounting 
evidence suggests that the cash 
came from illicit trade in opium. 

A further 60% of the arms bill is 
to be met through cross border 
trade and in May 1991 Burma and 
China signed an agreement to build 
two bridges over a border river to 
facilitate the outward flow of re- 
sources. Observers in the field have 
noted recent Chinese logging ac- 
tivities along the north-eastern bor- 
der, thus putting further pressure 
on Burma's disappearing forests. 

The Karen are the largest of 
many tribal groups who inhabit the 
densely forested mountain regions 


Logged Thai Teak concession in Burma, being cleared for cultivation by the Karen. 



of Burma's periphery. The older 
generation is still bitter about being 
sold out by the withdrawing British 
who, with independence, had 
promised the Karen their own state. 
The Karen have been fighting for 
this autonomy until recently. 

The SLORC is keen to aggra- 
vate quarrels between tribes over 
control of the lucrative opium 
trade. Though denouncing their in- 
volvement publicly, they are also 
known to be a major player in the 
deadly trade and have been busy 
cultivating their own narcotics war- 
lords. 

International criticism for in- 
volvement in the expanding opium 
trade, coupled with concern over 
human rights abuses, has led many 
countries to scale down or stop their 
aid programmes; However, the 
SLORC has had some success in 
waging a deceptive public relations 
campaign which highlights a com- 
mitment to opium eradication and 
sustainable forestry. 

Unfortunately, several UN aid 
agencies have been taken in by 
these bogus stunts and continue 
significant funding to these 
programmes. In July 1991, the 
United Nations Development 
Programme handed over $1.3 mil- 
lion, the latest payment of a $17.5 
million "Border Development 
Project" grant earmarked for infra- 
structure and opium replacement 
in the Shan state. A further 
$680,000 was promised for un- 
specified environmental projects. 

Local resistance leaders are 
under no illusion as to the threat 
this poses. Thrush spray aircraft 
using 2-4-D herbicide were previ- 
ously supplied by the US for opium 
eradication but were used instead 
on villagers, helpless under the poi- 
soned mist. 


Most of the UN Development 
Programme has been earmarked for 
roadbuilding without consultation 
with the tribal occupants of the 
land. Roads into the hills are feared, 
as they would allow transport of 
new heavy weapons into the previ- 
ously unconquered tribal areas. I 
walked about 80 km into Burma, 
and apart from a solitary logging 
track stretching 40 km in from the 
Thai border, there were only paths. 
The terrain is a valuable defense for 
the democracy forces. Since the 
current spate of government of- 
fenses started in 1983, the military 
have had to withdraw before the 
wet season monsoon; allowing a 

continued on page 34 


The UK 

Burma 

Campaign 

Rod Harbinson is working on a 
Burma Campaign in the United 
Kingdom. While in Burma, he 
learned that the jungle headquar- 
ters of the democracy forces has a 
university and several eager envi- 
ronmental groups. They are starved 
for resources, so the Burma Cam- 
paign is helping to set up an Envi- 
ronmental Resource Center to 
spread environmental awareness 
amongst the people. Please send 
books, magazines and videos to 
Lea Valley EFi, POB 2573 London 
N16 6HN. There is also a boycott 
of all tropical hardwoods (teak, 
mahogany, rosewood). So stop 
buying jewlery boxes and pipes 
made out of these trees! 


Page S Earth Firstl Beltain 1992 









SALT LAKE CITY 

Day of Outrage 


A grim Freddie reaper chased ani- moui 
mats and trees up and down the to de 
sidewalk as chants rang out. A high- Invest 
light of the event was when a 10 C _/ 
year old local read a letter he had deroc 
written expressing dismay at FS pro- the 1 
paganda displayed at his school. drew 
"Are you asking us to protect our orgar 
forests so you can sell them to log- least 

gers?" he asked ing r 

• SOUTHERN OREGOM: As the dumj 
kickoff to an ongoing restoration and 
project, Oregon Earth First! began and r 
work on reopening the neglected, the 1 
historic Burnt Ridge Trail while de- Robe: 
manding the closure of the Burnt f i 
Ridge Road. The road was 
constructed solely for log- 
ging purposes in the 
North Kalmiopsis Wild- 
land Area, destroying the 
original trail in the pro- 
cess. The closing of the 
road and the opening of 
the trail is in preparation 
for a "Walk for the 
Kalmiopsis Wildlands" 
planned for later this 
summer to show support ATLANTA 


Arizona's precious sky-island 
mountain ecosystems, and an end 
to destructive mining projects and 
livestock grazing on public lands. 
C - WAS HING TON D~Cr->P C ' s 
demo at the Dept, of Agriculture, 
the National USFS Headquarters, 
drew participants from a variety of 
organizations and orientations. At 
least 7 5 people, undeterred by pour- 
ing rain, chanted, hung banners, 
dumped two truckloads of stumps 
and logs, staged guerilla theater, 
and made their presence known in 
the lair of Chief Freddy F. Dale 
Roberston. 

/ ALBUQUERQUE-,, NEW 


photo by Robert Hoyt 


roadbuilding on the public forest. 
The proposal would protect the for- 
est as part of an interconnected se- 
ries of ecological reserves with the 
other National Forests in the South- 
ern Appalachians and the Great 
Smokey Mountains National Park. 

- KENTUCgY: The Day of Out- 
rage protestors actually managed to 
close down the Forest Service office 
in the Daniel Boone National For- 
est. The Freddies voluntarily closed 
the office because they felt "threat- 
ened" by the ten Earth Firstlers who 
sang songs and cut a birthday cake 
in honor of John Muir. 

IDAHO: ,, Wild Rockies Earth 


BY KAR EN PICKETT ^ 

"They've been gone for a while 
but now they're back", said the ■ 
news channel in Oregon/ Back, like 
a Freddie Kruger nightmare for the 
Forest Service....... Not only in Or- 
egon, but in Tennessee, Vermont, 
Florida, New Mexico, Georgia, 
Washington, Kentucky, California, 
Arizona, Oklahoma, North Caro- 


for the protection of the 
roadless character of the North 
Kalmiopsis, some of whose last 
large roadless areas are now under 

Forest Service attack. 

('“"A " Ohiversalist-Unitarian 
group-also staged a Day of Outrage 
event at the Forest Supervisor's of- 
fice in nearby Grants Pass. 

VERMONT: (Thanks to Maine 


MEXICO: At least 45 protesters con- 
verged on the Cibola National For- 
est office and the Animal Damage 
Control Office to demand an end to 
ADC activities on public lands. 
About 30 EFlers then marched to 
Region 3 Headquarters in Albuquer- 
que where some met with acting 
Deputy Regional Forester Briggs. A 


First! decided to focus on the office 
for the Nez Perce National Forest 
where a huge clearcutting and 
roadbuilding project is planned for 
the roadless Mallard/Cove area. 
Thirty or so people from Montana, 
Washington and Idaho climbed on 
the roof of the supervisor's office, 
armed with wooden swords and 


lina, Washington DC, Colorado, EF! and Biodiversity Liberation ^number of protesters were in full banners. 

Idaho, Illinois, Ohio, and Wiscon- Front EF!). EF!ers from Maine, New camo carrying various tools, put- SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFOR- 


York, Massachusetts, Vermont and ting forth the question: "Without NIA: In the Bay Area at the Region 5 


The Earth First! Day of Outrage 
against the US Forest Service honor- 
ing John Muir on his 154th 

birthday April 21.... saw at least 

30 Earth First! actions at Forest Dis- 
service locations around the coun- 
try in those 18 states named. 

Many actions spotlighted 
burning issues of the region: Ani- 
mal Damage Control in New 
Mexico, Green Mountain National 
Forest in New England, the all out 
attack on roadless areas in the 
Siskiyous, slash burning in Tahoe 
National Forest in 

California(Chokey the Bear made 
an appearance), trading the 
Shawnee Forest for pallets in Illi- 
nois, etc., but there were common 
themes that tied all the actions to- 
gether. The unifying messages on a 
national level were the extinction 
and extirpation of species and eco- 
systems on public lands in the US, 
and that the US Forest Service has 
become an outlaw agency operat- 
ing out of control, quashing both 
internal dissent and eliminating 
avenues for public input. Those 
messages were brought out as 
Freddies everywhere were ha- 
rangued as guerilla theater spilled in 
to the streets. Woodchips, sawdust, 
and cowpies piled up on sidewalks 
and in the offices, bringing the rem- 
nant byproducts of their manage- 
ment techniques home to their air- 
conditioned offices. 

Here-afe^some highlights: 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA. Protest 
daJ2eachtree (Thanks to Bunnie Ra- 
bid). The Region 8 H.Q. on Atlanta's 
most famous thoroughfare, 
Peachtree St., was an opportune fo- 
rum for exposing Forest Service cor- 
ruption, as Atlanta's lunchtime 
crowds gawked at 30 plus protesters 
holding a 46ft. banner stating "En- 
vironmental Assessment of the For- 
est Service: Finding of No Signifi- 
cant Integrity", in the pouring rain. 



VERMONT photo by Orin Langelle 


the Wild Rockies swarmed to the 
Rutland HQ of the Green Mountain 
National Forest. The protest started 
with banners hung on the federal 
building and a birthday ceremony 
for John Muir. Speakers announced 
to the public the atrocities commit- 
ted against biodiversity and ecosys- 
tems by the USFS, and then went in, 
with the rest of the contingent in 
tow to see the Forest Supervisor. 
Outside, EFiers ceremoniously 
planted a tree as a symbol of their 
attempt to preserve life in the for- 
ests, and a grizzly in human cos- 
tume lowered the American flag to 
half mast in honor of all the critters 
and habitat being slaughtered by 
the USFS practices. 

C'TUSCONXARIZON A: Arizona 
Earth Eirsf [ demonstrated at the 
Coronado National Forest HQ For- 
est Supervisor Jim Abbott was cited 
for his pandering to wealthy ranch- 
ing, mining and development in- 
terests, and for his violation of na- 
tional environmental protection 
laws. AZ EF! also called for an end to 
further development of Southern 


the appeals, how are we going to 
participate in the process, hmmm?" 

NORTH CAROLINA: In yet an- 
other, rainy but Spirited demo, 
about 50 people from Southern Ap- 
palachian Earth First! and 
SouthPAW gathered outside the FS 
office in Asheville on the 21st. They 
paid tribute to John Muir by reading 
some of his poems, singing songs, 
and then created a forum whereby 
participants could come forward 
and state specific outrages commit- 
ted by the FS. They listed, among 
other aberrations, continued log- 
ging of critical areas in the southern 
Appalachians, such as the old 
growth Sugar Maple forest on the 
Pisgah NF and the Cheoah Bald 
Roadless Area on the Nantahala NF. 
A SouthPAW rep described how the 
FS in North Carolina continues to 
conduct widespread logging opera- 
tions based on the out-dated 
Pisgah/Nantahala Forest Plan even 
though FS employees concede the 
old plan is ecologically inadequate. 
They then outlined the SouthPAW 
Alternative for these forests — a pro- 
posal that would eliminate below 
cost timber sales, clearcutting and 



SAN FRANCISCO P hnto by J>»«" L°«e 


Headquarters, about 200 howling 
demonstrators held a press confer- 
ence with Karen Pickett and Randy 
Hayes from the Rainforest Action 
Network, who then entertained the 
Freddies and the many cops present 
with a theatrical tribunal of endan- 
gered species. A mirror-sunglassed 
Freddie prosecutor, guided by the 
huge hand of a looming judge 
(Homo Botofficus) standing about 9 
feet tall (chin alone was a foot-long 
and drooping), put species after spe- 
cies on trial for crimes against 
progress and profits. As the marbled 
murrlet, Pacific yew, salmon, griz, 
spotted owl, et. al. came up before 
this duo, the gavel was slammed 
down, passing a sentence of death 
by habitat annihilation (King 
Salmon was easily found guilty of 
the heinous crime of spawning on 
public land, the griz of wandering 
beyond borders.) As the roar of the 
chainsaw echoed through the fi- 
nancial district's high rises, a some- 
what moral ending to the skit 
emerged as "Old Growth", embod- 
ied in a huge being with trees for 
hands and a salamander for a chin 
stopped the chainsaw's whine and 
read them the riot act. Appropriate 
time for dumping of woodchips and 
cowpies? Hmmm, yes... except that 
the truck carrying the agency's 
byproducts breaks down in the 
middle of the street and cops and 
protesters have to push it winding 
through traffic.... Anyway, most of 
the slash pile found its way to the 
brass frame doorway. 

These are but a few reports and 
photos of Day of Outrage happen- 
ings. Next issue of the Journal we'll 
include more reports from the field 
and an analysis of the relative suc- 
cess of the action. 

At any rate, the Day of Outrage 
proves that reports of our demise 
are greatly exaggerated, and Earth 
First! is alive and kicking! 
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USFS to Do Away With Appeals Process, cont... 


continued from page 1 

remove the root causes of the ap- 
peals by starting to obey its own 
regulations and environmental 
law, or dump the administrative 
appeal process and hunker down in 
its bunker to wait for the inevitable 
onslaught of lawsuits. Regrettably, 
the FS has chosen the latter. 

Here are some of the highlights 
of the proposed Forest Service Plan, 
which will (barring some form of 
catastrophic governmental col- 
lapse) go into effect in June: 

1) The public will not be al- 
lowed to appeal FS decisions based 
upon environmental assessments 
or environmental impact state- 
ments. 

2) The Freddies will allow a 
formal 30-day comment period af- 
ter they have issued an environ- 
mental assessment and finding of 
no significant impact on a particu- 
lar project. This feature is designed 
to make the public put all of their 
cards on the table, while allowing 
the Freddies to keep most of theirs 
held firmly under their nose. 

3) At the end of a 30-day com- 
ment period, the FS will make a 
decision to a) take more time to 
think about the comments, b) go 
back and redo part of the environ- 
mental assessment, or c) make a 
decision to go ahead with one of the 
alternatives listed in the environ- 
mental assessment. The FS can start 


building or cutting 21 days after the 
decision is signed. 

4) There will be no change in 
commenting on those projects 
which require a full-blown environ- 
mental impact statement. The pub- 
lic will still be allowed formal com- 


ment on draft EISs, but the ability 
to appeal final EISs will be revoked. 

5) Appeals will still be allowed 
for forest plans and significant (in 
their words) forest plan amend- 
ments. However, appeal regula- 
tions will continue to forbid forest 
plan implementation to be blocked 
by stays of activity. 

These rule changes all amount 


to an effective extraction of the few 
teeth of the current appeal system. 
When the new rules start, there will 
be no way outside of a court injunc- 
tion to stop any Forest Service 
project once the Freddies have got- 
ten it into their heads that they 
want to build a road or cut 
down a timber stand. 

To introduce and ratio- 
nalize the new rules, the FS 
has issued a 33 page docu- 
ment which defines in no 
uncertain terms the justifi- 
cation of the changes. The 
new rules are to "contrib- 
ute to economic growth, 
have a positive effect on 
jobs,. ..(and) meet the 
nation's demands for 
products and amenities." 
Nowhere in the document 
is any mention of the pos- 
sibility that the agency's 
own ineptitude and cor- 
ruption may have contrib- 
uted to its current opera- 
tional difficulties. There is 
no cogent analysis of the so-called 
frivolous appeal problem and no 
indication of how the agency may 
have been shaped for the better by 
the current appeal process. Instead, 
the document draws clear battle 
lines: the Forest Service policy of 
commodity production is on one 
side, and environmental groups, 
environmental legislation, and the 


environment itself are on the other. 
By abolishing the appeals process, 
the FS has removed all intra-agency 
impetus to conform to environ- 
mental law. All such conformance 
will ultimately be imposed from 
outside of the agency in the future. 

The long-term effects of the rule 
changes are predictable and regret- 
table. The FS will be hauled off to 
court more and more frequently, 
where it is likely to continue its 
astonishingly wretched record of 
losses to environmental concerns. 
Instead of diverting large amounts 
of agency time and money from the 
old appeals process to a newly in- 
vigorated concern for public input, 
the Freds will siphon ever larger 
amounts of cash to lawyers. Unfor- 
tunately, environmental groups 
will likely be forced to do the same. 
Fortunately, direct action, 
grassroots organizing, and civil dis- 
obedience are not under the pur- 
view of Freddie regulation, and will 
continue to serve as the main tools 
of those wishing to prod the Forest 
Service into compliance with envi- 
ronmental legislation and ecologi- 
cal sanity. 

By Bill Haskins and Tim Bechtold 

Reprinted from the Wild Rockies Re- 
view. Tim and Bill both used to file lots 
of appeals. They teach a graduate class 
on public process at the University of 
Montana. 



Bush Orders a 90 Day Halt on 
Endangered Species Listings 

Biodiversity Legal Foundation Challenges Moratorium 


By Jasper Carlton 

A lawsuit filed April 2nd seeks 
to force the federal government to 
continue adding animal and plant 
species to the list of those protected 
under the Endangered Species Act 
despite Presi- 
dent George 
Bush's 90-day 
moratorium 
on rule-mak 
ing. 

The suit, 
filed in the 
United States 
District for the 
District of Co- 
1 u m b i a , 
names as de- 
fendants 
Manuel Lujan, 
Secretary of 
the Department of the Interior, and 
John Turner, Director of the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service, the two federal 
officials charged with protecting 
animal and plant species that face 
an imminent risk of extinction. 

Jasper Carlton, lead plaintiff in 
the case and founder of the 
Biodiversity Legal Foundation, as- 
serts that the rulemaking morato- 
rium has resulted in a dangerous 
halt to the process of listing species 
as endangered or threatened and 
thereby entitling them to federal 
protection. "More than 600 species 


and subspecies have been identified 
by the Fish and Wildlife Service as 
warranting immediate protection 
under the Endangered Species Act, 
which may now be destroyed with 
impunity," Carlton stated. "It is 
unbelievable that the President's 
moratorium should halt a process 
that is already unacceptably slow." 

On January 28, President Bush 
issued a memorandum to the heads 
of federal agencies and departments 
which stated that each "agency 
should refrain from issuing any 
proposed or final rule" during a 90- 
day period. Although the Fish and 
Wildlife Service has prepared final 
listing rules for at least 11 species 
threatened with extinction, waivers 
from the 90-day moratorium have 
not been issued. The imperiled spe- 
cies — two fish species found in the 
Southeast, three Florida plants, five 
Puerto Rican trees and shrubs, and a 
snail located in Utah that requires 



an emergency list- 
ing — cannot re- 
ceive protection 
until the final list- 
ing rules are pub- 
lished in the Fed- 
eral Register. 

"The situation is 
perilous," notes 
Carlton. "Even if 
Fish and Wildlife 
continues to list 
only 40 to 50 spe- 
cies per year, it will 
take 12 years to list 
the 600 species which the agency 
has identified as deserving protec- 
tion. At least 34 animal and plant 
species have become extinct while 
waiting to receive the protections of 
the Act. That number could drasti- 
cally increase. This serious bureau- 
cratic footdragging is also allowing 
other federal agencies to abrogate 
their responsibilities under the En- 
dangered Species Act. The develop- 
ment activities of agencies such as 
the US Forest Service continue to 
fragment, degrade and destroy the 
essential habitat of dozens of bio- 
logically threatened and endan- 
gered species that would otherwise 
not be allowed if these species were 
listed." 

In addition to Japer Carlton of 
the Biodiversity Legal Foundation 
and the Fund for Animals, a na- 


tional animal protec- 
tion organization, 
plaintiffs include In 
Defense of Endangered 
Species, a conservation 
organization head- 
quartered in Ohio; and 
conservationists Keith 
Hammer of Montana; 
Joanne Duffey of 
Florida; Edward W 
Mudd, Jr. of Alabama; 
Andrew Wiesburd of 
Illinois; David Hogan 
of California; Julia 
Fonseca of Arizona; and Mitch 
Friedman of 
Washington. 

According to 
Erid Glizenstein, 
the plaintiffs' at- 
torney, the law- 
suit is the first 
challenge to the 
legality of the 
President's mora- 
torium. 

Glitzenstein 
said that the 
plaintiffs are seek- 
ing an emergency injunction 
against application of the morato- 
rium to the listing process and will 
press for a hearing as soon as pos- 
sible. 

Jasper Carlton founded the 
Biodiversity Legal Foundation. 
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continued from page 1 

the Merry Pranksters, our entourage 
of ecoruckers crisscrossed Scottish 
and English universities, town 
halls, pubs, households and chip 
shops of the British Isles. 

For two activists from Mon- 
tana, it's a bit hard to measure the 
impact of an Earth First! roadshow 
in a region largely devoid of wild- 
lands and wildlife. In retrospect, we 
feel the roadshow accomplished 
three things. First, we reckon the 
most telling success of the tour was 
our ability to show how and why 
Earth First! is effective: Direct Ac- 
tion! Without a doubt, the 
roadshow enabled UK Earth First! to 
entice many frustrated environ- 
mental and social activists into the 
realm of direct action in defense of 
plants and animals, ecosystems and 
native peoples. Secondly, it enabled 
us to connect with different kinds of 
activists on many urban and social- 
oriented ecological issues facing Eu- 
ropean environmentalists. 

Lastly, the roadshow 
helped to dispel the notions of 
Earth Firstiers being ecofascists en- 
gaged in an elitist conspiracy to rid 
the planet of starving Africans, 
AIDS virus carriers and political 
refugees. 

After spending a few days in 
London undergoing shock therapy, 
making final preparations and put- 
% ting the show together, we trav- 
elled to Liverpool for our first gig. 
Despite opening night jitters, the 
show went well thanks in large part 
to the work of our Merseyside EF! 
organizers, Dr. Richard Morris and 
Simon "the Cosmic Voyager" 
Mansfield. The following day we 
hung a banner off of Bridgewater 
Paper's water tower alerting passing 
motorists to the activities of their 
parent company — Stone Container 
Corp. — in Honduras where they 
planned to woodchip the forests of 
the Mosquito Coast. With one show 
and one action down, we made the 
long drive north to Scotland where 
we did shows in Glasgow and 
Edinburgh. We received good old 
fashioned Scottish hospitality in 
both cities and between the school 
presentations, evening shows and 
late night revelry, we managed to 
cultivate excellent ties with our 
Celtic siblings. In particular, we hit 
it off with our hosts in Glasgow — 
the Scottish Tree Trust — with 
whom we look forward to working 
with in the future. 

After Scotland, the 
roadshow hit several English towns 
and cities in the North (Lancaster, 
Durham, Sheffield, Manchester and 
Liecester) where we continued to 
give our audiences a two hour crash 
course in Earth First! philosophy, 
campaigns and tactics. We also con- 
tinued to beat the drum for the 
upcoming action at the Liverpool 
shipyards. In part due to new found 
awareness about the destructive ef- 
fects of the tropical timber industry 
and in part due to Earth First! 's 
brand of direct action campaigning, 
the roadshow helped channel local 
and national support for an end to 
the importation of tropical hard- 
woods into a massive protest at the 
Liverpool docks. Through each of 
our first nine shows, we conveyed 
the need for the people of the 
United Kingdom to make rainforest 
imports a national issue. 

After the Liverpool ship ac- 
tion, the tour rolled on through the 
green but yet dreary English coun- 


Jake Jagoff s 
UK Roadshow 
Journal 


tryside with a new sense of energy 
and purpose. At our presentations 
in Bristol, Glastonbury, and Ply- 
mouth, we highlighted how the ac- 
tion in Liverpool proved that 
people can place direct pressure on 
companies engaged in and govern- 
ments facilitating the assault on the 
earth's native forests. While we 
were in Plymouth, we had the op- 


upset than we were by the initial 
distrust shown us. After all, the EF! 
movement in the UK evolved from 
a smattering of activists from the 
peace, women's, human rights, 
animal rights, anarchist and envi- 
ronmental movements — all of 
which actively resist fascist groups, 
philosophies and tendencies. 
EFlers from North America are used 
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portunity to table and to speak dur- 
ing a concert in front of 3,000 
people. The Levellers (who took 
their name from some early English 
public lands samaritains who ob- 
jected to fencing off the country- 
side) are rapidly growing in popu- 
larity in the UK and perform some 
excellent "country-mountain 
thrash" complete with mandolin 
and fiddle. All of the band mem- 
bers, as well as hundreds of concert- 
goers, proudly wore the large EF! 
windowstickers on their shirts as we 
slammed about the dance floor. 
Later, we had a chat with the band 
backstage and invited them to the 
Round River River. 

Things heated up for us_ 
considerably when we arrived in 
Reading and confronted a group 
active with Third World issues who 
felt our philosophy of "deep ecol- 
ogy" smacked of eco-fascism. Be- 
fore we were allowed to proceed 
with the show, they insisted on ask- 
ing us the following questions to 
convince them of our social integ- 
rity. These questions ranged from, 
"Do we believe Aids is a good 
thing?" to "Do we support emer- 
gency food aid?" to "Do we support 
sanctuary for political refugees?" 
After answering these questions 
properly, the show proceeded and 
proved to be one of our best and 
most lively including an excellent 
discussion afterwards between the 
ecological and social activists. 

The UK EFlers were more 


to dealing with the fascist baggage I 
deft by Foreman and Cactus Ed, but 1 

( over in Lurop’e'wherS pMplt 1 lake 
their politics very seriously. AIDS 
and starving Africans are not issues 
to use to win friends to the radical 
voice of the green movement. In- 
ternationally, particularly in the 
Southern Hemisphere, if the EF! 
movement is going to make any 
significant inroads we must be- f 
come smarter and more sensitive « 
i when expressing ecological con - 1 
cerns to socially-oriepted activists. ,5 

^ This doesn't mean we water dov 

/ 

our philosophy or actions, it 
merely means that we don't offend 
them before we approach them to^ 
work with us. 

Basefforrourconversations 
Svith the folks in Reading, nobody 
objected to our actions, campaigns 
or even tactics. In fact, they ex- 
pressed their admiration and re- 
spect for the steps we've taken. 
Their reservations centered on past 
statements and articles in the EF! 
Journal and surprisingly to the phi- 
losophy of "deep ecology." The 
following was printed in a flyer 
passed out at the event: 

The movement's founders and 
their ideologues subscribe to a phi- 
losophy called "deep ecology." 
This states that the human race as a 
species is responsible for the eco- 
logical problems we face — that it is 
some kind of malignant product of 
unnatural evolution. They appar- 
ently believe that all humans — 


black and white, women and men, 
Third World and First, poor and 
rich, exploiter and exploited — are 
equally responsible for our current 
state of near catastrophe. They ad- 
vocate "population control" to 
solve our problems. But which parts 
of the population do they want to 
see "controlled?" and how? and by 
whom? 

It goes on to say that Earth 
Firstiers or the theorists of "deep 
ecology" don't believe in decen- 
tralization, a non-hierarchical soci- 
ety, local autonomy, mutual aid, 
communalism or even straightfor- 
ward humanity. Obviously, the 
writer(s) have never been to an EF! 
rendezvous or hung out with very 
many EF! groups. It is a further 
insult to EFiers to read that, "The 
racist, sexist and anti-human phi- 
losophy of deep ecology smells of 
concentration camps, survivalism 
and fascist psychosis." Nothing 
could be further from the truth! 

As we explained to our hosts 
in Reading, we let our actions define 
the finer points of our philosophy. 
We do not advocate violence to- 
wards any living being, human or 
otherwise, but we also feel that the 
five and half billion people living on 
the earth, be they rich or poor or 
black or white, are squeezing plants 
and animals and all that is natural 
off the planet. They couldn't argue 
with that. 

One of the most refreshing 
aspects of the UK Roadshow was the 
willingness of our Pommy EFiers to 
attack the Car Culture. UK EFlers 
have initiated a campaign that has 
sent a clear message to motorhead 
management: the car empire's day 
are numbered. So far, EFlers have 
reclaimed the streets by blockading 
roads with banners, bodies, and bi- 
cycles. Earth First! and Carmaged- 
don activists were at the official 
opening of the Dartford Bridge 
across the Thames in East London 
attempting to disrupt the ceremo- 
nies and highlight the folly of the 
road lobby and the Department of 
Transportation. The extension of 
the M3 motorway through Twyford 
Down, Hampshire has evolved into 
a full-fledged EF! Carmageddon 
campaign; Earth Firstiers chained 
themselves to heavy equipment en- 
gaged in destroying two ancient 
monuments, two Sites of Special Sci- 
entific Interest and an Area of Out- 
standing Natural Beauty. 

During my last day in En- 
gland, Mike Meese and I went down 
to Twyford and watffted a water 
meadow get decimated. We also par- 
ticipated in a mass encirclement of a 
bulldozer and backhoe tearing 
down trees and excavating. The 
amazing thing was that most of the 
people who went over the fence and 
surronded the machines were local 
conservative Tories (you know the 
kind of people who voted for 
Thatcher and would have voted for 
Reagan) that had watched Friends of 
the Earth and the Twyford Down 
Association play paddy cake with 
the Dept, of Transport and assorted 
politicians. They were ready to fol- 
low the EF! lead and physically inter- 
vene illustrating again that people 
from all walks of life sense the need 
for stronger forms of action. Beside 
widespread civil disobedience, some 
monkeywrenching has been re- 
ported and though much of the 


continued on page 31 
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THE RETURN 

Meditations on Rendezvous 

By Lone Wolf Circles 

"Rendezvous" : front the old 
French " Present Yourself 1" 

The word rendezvous en- 
tered into the lexicon of this conti- 
nent in the 1830's. People seeking 
fortune and adventure, running 
from the law, or simply too wild to 
accept the restraints of French or 
American urban society, pushed 
deep into the interior of the moun- 
tains of North America. They were 
trappers; either "company men" or 
"free men," and their currency was 
fur. 

The "mountain man" was, 
however, a colorful and resilient 
character. Those that survived their 
first harsh winter became remark- 
ably woods-wise, married into local 
Indian tribes and adopted their dress 
and customs, and lived life more 
intensely than most of us ever will. 
At the end of the season, after 
months of wilderness solitude, it was 


time to gather at the Green or some mostly unacknowledged. By the clothes and mixed-up human exte- 

other navigable river. Time to bar- onset of summer, the longer days rior we see a familiar soul — recog- 

ter the furs for essentials and "foo- trigger the activist's instinctual n j ze a t once a fellow tribal member, 

foo-rah," drink and pitch toma- urges. (S)he feels inexorably pulled and ally. 

hawks, sing songs off key and lie out-of-doors, somehow under the For those of us who feel this 

like a "bald -face." Time for one influence of waterfalls and the way, Round River Rendezvous is the 

hell of a party! You could hear the moon, yearning to gather as a tribe most special event of the entire 

word echoing off the nearby and howl. - , year. It seems fortuitous that this 

mountains: "Ron-dee-vooooo!" j' ? irst - is ^ythiHg* year's gathering will be held just 

Likewise, most Amer- f is a tribe — an extended family of \ over the ridge from the site of the 

indian tribes came together at least trustworthy artists and activists rec- '85 rendezvous, one of the wildest 

once a year into a big camp, drew reatihg ritual, redefining "warrior 1 " anc j i eas t fractious of all. It was the 

their lodges into a circle, made the somehow in touch with the spirits home of the warrior Utes, and may 

crucial tribal decisions, and cel- °f the hunter-gatherers that pre- stillcovetafewrenegadegrizzlies.lt 

ebrated. The continuity of the tribe ' ceded us. Survival of tribe and sur- j S a potential home for both the 

depends" on getting past persona l vival of wilderness are one in the \ great bears and the gray wolf, and 

differences or disagreements and same. ,j one of the most pristine remaining 

focusing on the' sf raTed faskZAtrm& A tribe is never homoge- areas of the Central Rockies. RRR '92 

to let our minds shut-up for a neous. Its strength lies in the di- may be thd best of all rendezvous — 

'change-so our hearts can corrrrrru- versity of talents and ideas within a back in the Wild West, apparently 

nicate. Focusing on a common shared value system. For the tribe freed of proclaimed factions, with a 

family, Tdmmoh spiiff. arid com- Earth First!, this value system is the busy agenda for the future. We re- 

mon enemy. For the.natives of this passionate and uncompromised turn to the enchanted San Juans, 

continent, it was an opportunity defense of wild, sacred life. Within like the Round River itself — the 

to dance. And no Indian in her this framework, we have always had r j ver that circles back into itself, 

right mind was going to miss a vegans and carnivores, wrenchers never depleted, never still! 

chance to shake it all out!. - v and litigants, blockaders and educa- Rendezvous! Present Yourself! 

For many activists, the tors- The differences were some- 

winter is a time when they are times outstanding, but we didn't Lone Wolf Circles is a longtime 

alone or in small clans, doing the disavow each other, sometimes for Warrior Poet, artist and Earth First 

real work of defending biodiversity the very first time, and beneath the activist. 


Thirteenth Annual 

Round River Rendezvous 

in the Colorado Rockies 


To reach this year's RRR, travel ap- 
proximately 25 miles west of Pagosa Springs 
or 35 east of Durango on US HWY 1 60. Turn 
north onto the FIRST FORK ROAD (USFS 
622) which runs along the banks of the 
Piedra River. First Fork Road winds for 
twelve miles until it ends at the FIRST FORK 
TRAIL HEAD AND CAMPGROUND. The 
exact location has of yet to be determined 
due to snow conditions. We will most likely 
be in this area. No need to worry about the 
exact location, as there are a number of fine 
sites along the river, and you shouldn't have 
any trouble finding us. 

This area is located right along the 
southern boundary of the PIEDRA WIL- 
DERNESS STUDY AREA, which is currently 
included in Colorado's lame Wilderness Bill. 
The WEINUCHE WILDERNESS, 
Colorado's largest wilderness area, is located 
north of the Piedra WSA. Opportunities for 
solitude and long hikes in the woods 
abound. The Piedra River can be rafted or 
kayaked, and has many fine swimming 
holes. For more info, check out the DEVIL 
MOUNTAIN quad on a USGS map, available 
at outdoor shops in Durango or Pagosa 
Springs. 

See You 
There! 



Round River Rendezvous Map 
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Chesapeake Bay 


Reprieve! 

BY RON HUBER 

Texaco has abandoned plans to drill for oil 
and natural gas in the Chesapeake Bay region of 
Maryland and Virginia. The multinational had 
worked for nearly ten years to grease the way for 
a transformation of the area into a major oil and 
gas producing zone, despite an outcry from scien- 
tists and environmentalists that the potential for 
deadly impacts to the Chesapeake Bay was so 
great that the project should not take place. 

The politicians of Maryland and Virginia, 
with visions of petro-dollars in their eyes, did 
everything they could to promote Texaco's 
plans, including opening the shorelines of the 
Chesapeake to drilling. Officials of the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources aided the oil- 
men in getting permit after permit, sometimes in 
contravention of the state's laws. No Environ- 
mental Impact Study would be required, simply 
an Environmental Assessment performed by a 
Texaco contractor, which predictably found that 
no harm would result. 

Politicians began bellying up to the trough 
in greedy anticipation. Texaco often obliged by 
purchasing oil rights to lands next to properties 
owned by politicians, such as state comptroller of 
the treasury, Louis Goldstein. Should oil be 
found there, Louis would have been eligible for 
royalties for oil extracted from the common 
"pool" of oil that lay beneath both his and his 
neighbor's lands. 


A bill was introduced in the Maryland legisla- 
ture in January that would have required a compre- 
hensive EIS before allowing any state oil drilling 
permits to be granted. Under heavy pressure from 
the Department of Natural Resources and a herd of 
oil industry lobbyists, the bill was withdrawn from 
consideration. 

When the final operating permit was granted 
in Maryland, Earth First!, the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation and several other activists filed ap- 
peals. The state's regulators fought back by declar- 
ing that none of the appellants had standing to file 
appeals, claiming that only owners of property 
adjacent to proposed drilling sites would be likely 
to be affected by oil production. 

All for naught, it appears. Mother Nature 
decided not to store petroleum under coastal 
Maryland. Texaco announced in mid April that its 
test wells in Virginia were "dry holes" and that it 
would abandon its plans. The Doswell formation, 
an ancient lake bed two miles beneath the surface 
of the coastal plane, was just that — a dried up lake 
bed. No petrochemicals were to be had. 

The Chesapeake Bay Foundation, incensed at 
the state's denial of its appeal, filed suit against the 
DNR in circuit court contesting the state's deci- 
sion. The Foundation plans to go ahead with the 
suit to make sure the state never again tries to push 
through such a destructive, short sighted plan. 
The suit, if victorious, will also widen the "stand- 
ing" concept considerably, to allow environmen- 
talists and others opposed to foolish state gov- 
ernment decisions to appeal them. 


Wouldn't It Be Nice 

to clear-cut 

big timber's front office 
the way big timber 
dear-cuts a forest 

to take a crew of environmentalists 
dressed in suspendered denim 
flannel shirts and hard hats 
deep down corporate hallways 
with chainsaw 
axe and blade 
bulldoze 

a trail through desk and departmental 

compartments 

profit margins falling like 

old growth redwoods 

to have law 

on our side for a change 
preventing protest or 
intervention marshal badges 
soldier's bayonets backing US up 
as dismembered corporate structures 
fall 

arrest a fact of life for those 
who might disagree 
with ecological justice 
protest no hindrence 
as humanity clears a space 
for trees. 

— Keith Dodson 


Orange County EF! Protests Laguna 
Highway Development 


By Michael Scott 

An Orange County Earth First! er locked 
himself to the gate of the Transportation Corri- 
dor Agency's office during a March 2 demonstra- 
tion to protest three large highway construction 
projects in the vast suburban area between Los 
Angeles and San Diego. The weekend before the 
action, the door locks were jammed with metal 



pins and epoxy. 

The Eastern Transporation Corridor in the 
northeast end of the county is being built in order 
to move traffic between Riverside and Orange 
Counties. The San Joachin Hills Transportation 
Corridor is planned to run from Newport Beach's 
Fashion Island through Laguna Canyon to the 
city of San Juan Capistrano. The nearly one 
billion dollars needed for the project will be 
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raised by selling new homes and business parks 
surrounding the Laguna Canyon Toll Road. La- 
guna Canyon is home to the California 
Gnatchatcher, the Cactus Wren, mountain lions, 
coyotes, and bobcats. The third heinous highway 
project is the Foothills Transportation Corridor. 

Orange County EF! planned the blockading 
of the TCA building to prevent employees from 
entering the building and performing the work 
they do promoting environmental rape. The 
building was surveyed to see what type of schedule 
the employees ran on, and how access could be 
gained to all of the entrances to the building. The 
TCA building is located 
in one of those common 
pre-fab buildings which 
make Southern Califor- 
nia the business Mecca 
has become. 

The action followed 
a decision by a superior 
court judge that the 
Transportation Corridor Agency did not have to 
redo the Environmental Impact Review of the 
highway's impact on Laguna Canyon. 

The weekend prior to the lock-down action, 
Dave Foreman spoke at the University of Califor- 
nia, Irvine and at a 3000 person demonstration in 
Laguna Canyon. Ten new people from the presen- 
tations showed up at a meeting the day before the 
action. That night, people gathered to produce 
signs, banners, cardboard bulldozers and other 
items to get the point that the TCA is an unwanted 
entity. After a short night's sleep, we awoke and 
prepared for the event. 

The press had been informed earlier, but asked 
to keep quiet prior to the event so the effectiveness 
would be maximized. We arrived at the TCA 
building shortly after 6 am. One of the local 
newspaper reporters and a photographer had ar- 
rived. 

There are two main front entrances to the 
Transportation Corridor Agency building, one for 
the public, another for employees. Both entrances 
have two iron gates that close and intersect. There 
are a number of other doors around the building 


that can be opened to allow entrance to the 
building. Unfortunately, despite the early ar- 
rival and the epoxy in the locks, one employee 
had already managed to get into the building. 

We decided to continue anyway. We 
slipped a bicycle lock around the gate of the 
employee entrance and removed the wooden 
decorative slats that covered the iron gate. We 
slipped another bicycle lock around Craig 
Beneville's neck and locked him to the public 
entrance gate. Others hung banners around the 
building. 

Soon after, the first police vehicles arrived 


and we were told that if the premises were not 
vacated immediately, Craig would be placed 
under arrest. Then they extended the time limit 
by an hour, and said we had to leave by 8 am. 
They told us that if the banners were not re- 
moved, they would be confiscated. We obliged. 
The police brought me on a little tour around 
the building. They wanted to know who jammed 
the door locks. I explained to them that I really 
didn't know. They hinted that we might be up 
for kidnapping charges since we locked all of the 
exits. I pointed out the obvious fact that the 
doors of the TCA opened outwards from the 
inside. People were free to come and go as they 
pleased, just not through the main entrances. 

Each of the six members of the Costa Mesa 
Police department attempted to cut the lock off, 
each one believing he was stronger than the last, 
and assuring each of his partners that if only the 
handles of the bolt cutters were longer that he 
could easily remove the lock. I photographed 
the officers trying to cut the lock off. They 
didn't appreciate this. Around 7:45, the police 
left, with the gate still locked. 

continued on page 25 


Each of the six officers attempted to cut 
the lock off, each one 
believing he was stronger than the last 



James Bay 
Victory / 


continued from page 1 

and Quebec Province is training a 
special SWAT team which will oc- 
cupy Cree villages if violence breaks 
out. Due to the area's remoteness, 
Quebec may try to execute a media 
blackout of its ugly activities. 

Vermont is now the only 
state holding contracts to buy en- 
ergy from HQ so activists in that 
area are escalating their campaign. 
EFlers in New York are encouraging 
a tourism boycott against Vermont, 
calculating that Vermont's numer- 
ous tourism -depen dent industries 
will urge their governor to cancel 
the HQ contract. Vermont's Gover- 
nor is fully behind HQ and his 
Energy Advisor does public rela- 
tions work for them. 

New York's action was 
bought on by several efforts. The 
Cree led the fight, travelling 
throughout New England to raise 
support. Activists held 
debates, protests, concerts and a 
slew of other events. After the EF! 
Caribou Convention in Albany, fol- 
lowing the RRR last August, a week- 
long Ban The Dam concert series 
was held in New York City with 
Jackson Brown, the Indigo Girls, 
Mary Chapin-Carpenter, Dan 
Fogelberg, and other stars. On Co- 
lumbus Day, 500 people protested 
in Albany to bring the message 
home to Governor Mario Cuomo. 

Cuomo was twice con- 
fronted in Binghampton NY by EF! 
of the Susquehanna-Chenango 
Bioregion. At a November confron- 
tation EFlers debated with Cuomo 
for a while, shoved a homemade 
James Bay video into his hands, 


then stuck Save James Bay 
bumperstickers on his car (as the 
crowd cheered!). This EF! group col- 
lected 600 signatures, gave lectures, 
hosted several Cree speakers, and 
helped pass a county resolution 
which urged the state to cancel the 
contracts. Five other counties 
passed the same resolution. 

Bill Hoyt, a legislator in the 
New York State Assembly, intro- 
duced a bill last year which required 
all foreign energy purchases to meet 
the state's environmental guide- 
lines. The James Bay project could 
never meet New York's guidelines, 
some of the nation's toughest. 
Hoyt, a long-time outdoorsman 
and member of the American 
Whitewater Association, worked 
tirelessly to push his bill through 
the political process, and it was 
passed by the State Assembly in 
mid-March by an overwhelming 
majority. Soon after, before the bill 
could be introduced in the State 
Senate, Cuomo cancelled the con- 
tract with HQ. 

Bill Hoyt passed away a 
week after his vital bill was ap- 
proved, and so this report is dedi- 
cated to Bill in memory of all his 
hard work to save James Bay. 

Now how can we influ- 

ence events inside Canada and 
guarantee Hydro-Quebec doesn't 
build more dams? 

—By Scott Thiele 


Dedicated to the memory of Bill 
Hoyt; New York state legislator, 
kayaker, and fames Bay activist. 



La Grande River has already been hamassed with monstrosities such as these. If 
Hydro Quebec can get enough money scraped together, principally from US citizens, 
they plan to build many more along other wild rivers in Quebec. 
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WHERE NEXT COLUMBUS? 


Hydro Quebec in 
Massachusetts 


— SOURCE: STATEHOUSE WITNESS 

On March 24, 1992, the Joint 
Committee on Energy of the Mas- 
sachusetts Legislature met to con- 
duct a hearing on House Bills 4083, 
5029 and 3552 and Senate Bill 336. 
The proposed legislation would re- 
strict future purchases by 
Massachusettes of electricty from 
Hydro-Quebec. 

S336 would require Hydro- 
Quebec to undergo US Federal or 
Massachusetts environmental pro- 
cess before selling electricty to Mas- 
sachusetts from future phases of the 
project. H5029 would require that 
future energy resources be com- 
pared with all options (regardless of 
location) having lesser environ- 
mental and economic impact on 
the global environment according 
to the 'energy hierarchy' of 
1. conservation, 2. solar, thermal, 
wind, small-scale hydro, 3. natural 
gas, 4. fossil fuels, 5. nuclear and 
massive hydroelectric. H3552 and 
H4083 would both require the De- 
partment of Public Utilities to op- 
pose importation of Canadian en- 
ergy beyond 10% of Massachusetts 
total energy use. 

Jock Guevremont, profes- 
sional engineer and a vice president 
of Hydro-Quebec, told the commit- 
tee that no phase of future develop- 


ment will be built to provide energy 
for export from Canada, that no 
more than 10% of the total energy 
production of the utility will ever be 
exported and that energy purchas- 
ing decisions in Massachusetts will 
have absolutely no bearing on Hy- 
dro-Quebec's future development 
plans. Co-Chair Herren noted that 
Guevremont and other Hydro- 
Quebec officials had just spent a 
great deal of time and money in 
New York State opposing similar 
legislation. Such effort, along with 
the significant delegation present at 
the Massachusetts hearing, seems 
to indicate that Hydro-Quebec 
thinks energy purchasing decisions 
in Massachusetts and New York are 
far more important to Hydro-Que- 
bec than Guevremont was suggest- 
ing. 

Representatives from Ameri- 
can Rivers of New England, the 
Massachusetts AFL-CIO, and Cree 
Tribal members testified to con- 
vince the Massachussetts energy 
committee not to support the de- 
struction of the James Bay region 
with this monstrosity. 

We are eagerly waiting for 
Massachusetts and Vermont to join 
Maine and New York in their deci- 
sion to refuse to buy power from 
Hydro-Quebec's dams. 
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Big Cypress EF! Launches 
Campaign in the 
Forgotten Wilderness 


By Brian and Rosalyn Scherf 

The Big Cypress Swamp is one of the last 
remaining refuges of wilderness in Florida. Lo- 
cated in Southwest Florida, just to the north of 
Everglades National Park, the swamp once cov- 
ered over 1,568,000 acres. A century of water 
control, agriculture, ranching, industrialization, 
roadbuilding and hunting have nearly destroyed 
it. Today about half the swamp remains. 

In 1974, Congress designated 5 70,000 acres 
as Big Cypress National Preserve. The recent 
addition of the "Collier Land" to the east will 
increase the total 
area to 716,000 
acres, about half 
the size of Ever- 
glades National 
Park. 

During the 
20th century, Big 
Cypress Swamp 
has existed in the 
shadow of the Ev- 
erglades, rarely 
gaining recogni- 
tion as an impor- 
tant ecological is- 
sue. Finally in the 
late 1960s, conser- 
vationists rallied briefly to successfully defend 
Big Cypress from airport development. Today, 
the Big Cypress is in the news again as a backdrop 
to the plight of the highly endangered Florida 
panther. Articles debate the merits of artificial 
insemination and captive breeding while ignor- 
ing the issues of habitat and ecosystem integrity. 

Big Cypress is a vast flat land which lies 
between the temperate and tropical zones; 
mainly wetlands dotted with dwarf cypress, prai- 
rie, pinelands, and hammock islands. The area 
was named Big Cypress not because of the size of 
its trees but for its large expanse; almost 2400 
square miles. It is the home to 34 species of 
wildlife and 70 plant species classified as either 
endangered, threatened, rare or of special con- 
cern, including Florida panthers, Florida black 
bears, American alligators, bobcats, West Indian 


manatees, bald eagles and osprey. 

Big Cypress is part of the Greater Everglades 
Ecosystem, which is near total collapse. Water is 
the lifeblood of this ecosystem. It starts at the 
headwaters of the Kissimmee River which mean- 
ders to Lake Okeechobee. There the water over- 
flows its southern banks and spreads out in a 
broad sheet flow which created the Everglades 
and the Big Cypress Swamp. From there it goes 
on to Florida Bay and the Gulf of Mexico, pro- 
viding a productive estuary for sea life. 


This wonderfully diverse and intricate system has 
almost been destroyed by a huge drainage and 
water control system built by the Army Corps of 
Engineers. Starting in the 1940s, the system 
provided flood control, municipal drinking wa- 
ter, and opened the Everglades agricultural area 
for the production of sugar cane south of Lake 
Okeechobee. Canals, water control structures 
and highways prevent the broad flow of water to 
the south, diverting much of the water to the 
ocean. 

The Kissimmee River was channelized by 
the Army Corps of Engineers, destroying hun- 
dreds of thousands of acres of wetland habitat. 
Cattle ranching and dairy farms soon moved into 
the drained lands and, along with sugar growers 
back-pumping irrigation water laced with phos- 
phorous and nitrogen into the Lake Okeechobee, 

caused huge 
algae blooms 
and fish kills. 
Public outcry 
led to "pollu- 
tion control" 
practices; sugar 
growers in- 
stead released 
their tainted ir- 
rigation water 
into the drain- 
age canals lead- 
ing into 
Loxahatchee 
National Wild- 
life Refuge and 
eventually to 
Everglades Na- 
tional Park. All 
waterflows to 
the Everglades 
and Big Cy- 
press are now 
controlled by 
computers at 
the South 
Florida Water 
Management 
District, a lap 
dog of Big 
Sugar. 

The 
main thrust of 
human en- 



croachment and the biggest threat to the Big 
Cypress started in 1915 with the construction of 
the Tamiami Trail, a highway linking Miami and 
Tampa. The land was then open for resource 
industries to cut the trees, let loose their cattle 
herds and drill for oil. In the 1930s logging 
companies used an extensive railway system to 
haul the logs out of the swamp as they cut all the 
old growth bald cypress and pine. In 1936, the 
state legislature authorized a program to extermi- 
nate the native deer herds to protect their cattle 
from deer ticks. With the loss of their main food 
source, the panthers began to slide towards ex- 
tinction. When they started to kill a few cattle to 
compensate for the loss of deer, ranchers ruth- 
lessly shot the panthers. In 1943, a large oil field 
was found in Suniland, the northwest corner of 
the Big Cypress Swamp. Extensive exploration 
soon followed. In 1967 state road 84 was built 
across the Everglades conservation areas and into 
the Big Cypress, acting as yet another dam, ob- 
structing the sheet flow of water to the south. In 
the age of the automobile, old logging roads 
became the basis for a network of off-road vehicle 
trails, and illegal hunting camps dotted the re- 
gion along with the more elaborate lodges occu- 
pied by hunting clubs. 

When Congress created the "National Pre- 
serve" in 1974, all pre-existing uses were allowed 
to continue, including motorized vehicles, oil 
and gas exploration, grazing, draining wetlands, 
agriculture, hunting, fishing, trapping, legal in- 
holdings and new construction. The legacy of 
this century of exploitation? Big Cypress now 
boasts: 74 oil wells, 1 7 private airstrips, 10 major 
drainage canals, 32,000 acres of grazing lands, 4 
major highways, hundreds of miles of ORV trails, 
tens of thousands of acres of drained land, 200 
private inholdings, a jetport and the highest 
number of fires of any National Park Service unit. 

State road 84 has been integrated into Inter- 
state 75, and the final 31 mile segment is sched- 
uled for completion by March 1993. Approxi- 
mately 78 miles of this highway will run through 
the Everglades-Big Cypress Region, linking 4 mil- 
lion people on the southeast coast to 1 million 
residents on the southwest coast. Three recre- 
ational access points have been planned with 
ORV access at all three, allowing more hunters 
and fossil-fuel hikers into Bear Island and Turner 
River, prime habitat for panthers. 

Road kills have accounted for the largest 
share of panther mortality since hunting was 
banned. Mercury contamination from munici- 
pal solid waste incinerators has killed the last two 
female Florida panthers in Everglades National 
Park. Recently, the last two remaining males 
moved to Big Cypress seeking mates. There are 
now no remaining panthers in Everglades Na- 
tional Park. Yet, just last year, the National Park 
Service issued a "Finding of No Significant Im- 
pact" of the proposed highway extension. 

Recently, Big Cypress Earth First! undertook 
a field survey of construction activity. 

continued on page 25 
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Big Cypress now boasts: 74 oil wells , 
17 private airstrips, 10 major drainage 
canals, 32,000 acres of grazing lands, 
4 major highways, hundreds of miles 
of ORV trails, tens of thousands of 
acres of drained land, 200 private 
inholdings and a jetport 
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Earth First! Occupies 
Liverpool Docks and 
Halts Unloading of 
Sarawak Timber Ship 


photo by Rod Harbinson 


By Mike Meese 

The Earth First! UK 
Roadshow pulled out of 
Liverpool after a quick 
action against 

Bridgewater paper (Stone 
Container owned) and 
left Cosmic Simon and 
Flinny to organize an action against 
a timber ship from Malaysia import- 
ing tropical hardwood. 

Simon and Rich got an office 
donated by the university with 
phones and fax machines and be- 
gan the networking process. They 
also got the community behind the 
action in ways like food donations, 
material for banners and support in 
an action type fashion. They tried 
to get the dock workers to strike 
while we did the action but, due to 
union conflicts, they were unable to 
even though they did support our 
efforts. 

While all this was going on in 
Liverpool, the roadshow did nine 
more shows before returning for the 
ship action. At every stop we 
pushed for people to do something 
and aimed them toward the March 
3rd Liverpool Liberation. 

The Roadshow arrived on the 
night of March 1st. Everyone was 
delegated jobs for the next day to 
pull the whole thing off, and it was 
here that we finally saw just how 
much work Simon and Rich had put 
into this action. Morning came and 
everyone headed to the University 
to make banners, contact media 
and direct in-coming activists to the 
donated lodging. The building was 
called the Mutual Aid Center (MAC) 
and was donated by a local anar- 
chist group. A few of the roadshow 
groups volunteered to prepare food 
for the herds to come. This meant 
cooking for hundreds. A mess hall 
like set up fed people as they ar- 
rived. 


Non-vio- 
lence workshops 
and the If Vio- 
lence Occurs 
Theory of "Sit 
down and 
point" educa- 
tion was given to 
all. The educating of radicals took 
its natural course and we returned 
to our favorite brewery of Liverpool 5 
less then a block away. More and 
more people kept arriving at the bar 
and we stayed and socialized until 


The vans began to pull up next to 
the fence along the docks and cover 
the spikes on top of the fence with 
carpet and other material. The po- 
lice gathered close to the vans but 
soon would find out just how badly 
they were outnumbered. Then, it 
happened. Jakey James and Jagt5fF v > 
were the first over the fence - and 
'were Immediately grabbed by the 
cops though Jakey James broke free 
and made it to the cranes. It took 
two cops pulling with all their 
might to drag Jagoff's limp carcass 


"Where *are you from?" 
'Montana" I replied. " Now 
remember how nice I was, 


because later tonight I'll be up on / 
those cranes. " 


the 1 1 :00 pub closing curfew. Upon 
returning to the MAC we finally got 
an idea of just how many people 
had actually shown up. There were 
three big rooms in the building and 
if you have ever seen the set up in a 
sardine can, you would get the 
picture. There were even people 
sleeping in the hallway, in the 
kitchen and on the stairs. We esti- 
mated the crowd to be about 250 in 
the building. 

March 3 action day arrived and 
we headed toward the docks 400 
strong, representing Ireland, Scot- 
land, Wales, England Germany 
(Robin Wood) and the US. We be- 
gan by blockading the front gate 
and hanging banners on the fence. 
The crowd began to get ambitious 
and started blocking the road in 
front of docks with over 1 00 people. 


40 metres to the awaiting van, but 
by then all kinds of people had 
jumped the fence and were up on 
the cranes and occupying the stacks 
of horizontal forests on the dock. 
Soon banners were hanging off the 
cranes as protesters overran the site. 

Our friend Colin from the Scot- 
tish Tree Trust decided to play 
Howler Monkey and climbed all the 
way to the top of the first crane. Like 
a primate in the rainforest, he 
jumped six feet from the ladder on 
to a steel cable and shinnied his way 
to the top where he whooped and 
hollered in defiance of the cranes, 
the cops and the tropical timber 
industry. His efforts stand out in my 
mind as the most visible expression 
of outrage against what's happen- 
ing to the planet's forests. 

One of the funniest things I 


have ever seen in my life were three 
unarmed and very polite policemen 
trying to catch these high-strung, 
direction-oriented activists from 
making it to the other side of the 
fence. The view from up on the 
cranes of this cat and mouse game 
was empowering, but I soon began 
to wonder what was going to hap- 
pen to the apprehended lot. The 
only way to find this out was to get 
caught. So I did. Two policemen 
happily escorted me to the van and 
I was the last body to make the van 
full. The bobbies then drove us to a 
gate a short distance from the 
crowd out front and set us free 
to return to the crowd and to 
jump the fence once again. The 
record of the day for van rides 
was five! 

The only casualties of the 

) day was one woman who broke 
her ankle jumping over the 
fence. Around 3:00 pm with no 
sign of the timber ship, we re- 
turned to the MAC to regroup 
and get supplies to the people 
spending the evening on the 
cranes. It was about 1 1 :00 pm when 
a group returned to the docks with 
more people ready to spend the 
night up on the cranes. Young Jake 
of England, one of those on the 
cranes, came up to the van and said 
everyone is down because there was 
a poisonous gas leak. The leak was 
a hoax to get the activists off the 
crane. At that point everyone that 
had said they wanted to spend the 
night on the cranes backed out, 
except one long lost Montana activ- 
ist. 

I jumped out of the van 
with my backpack and started walk- 
ing along the fence. Being the nice 
guy that I am, I waved to every cop 
that drove by me and they would 
pull over and start talking to me. 
"Where are you from?" "Montana" 

continued on page 31 
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he 

Emperor 

Has 

No 

Clothes 

By George Wuerthner 



There is a tendency among envi- 
ronmental organizations, both in 
the West and nationally, to 
downplay and ignore livestock pro- 
duction as a source of environmen- 
tal problems in the region. Cer- 
tainly, on a world wide basis, one 
could argue that no single human 
enterprise is responsible for more 
environmental degradation than 
livestock production. There are 
more domestic animals than hu- 
mans and the implications are tre- 
mendous. Everything from the 
deforestation of tropical rainforests 
to increasing desertification of Asia, 
Africa, and even the American 
West, can be considered a cost of 
livestock production. It is shocking 
to learn that 90% of the grains 
grown in the United States are ulti- 
mately fed to livestock or that the 
majority of the water diverted from 
rivers in the West are used for irriga- 
tion to grow livestock feed. 

Eating meat, particularly beef, is 
analogous to driving a big, gas guz- 
zling car and saying you oppose oil 
drilling in the Arctic Wildlife Ref- 
uge. You can't support wolf 
reintroductions in Yellowstone 
while consuming a big, thick steak 
or be opposed to predator control if 
you chew on hamburgers. 

In addressing any problem, it is 
critical to recognize the ultimate 
source of the problem. If you are 
trying to deal with eating disorders 
precipitated by poor self image, you 
can't solve it by suggesting a new 
diet. Unless you address the self 
image problem, you will never truly 
solve the eating disorder. In a like 
manner, one can't solve many of 
the environmental problems facing 
the West by ignoring the root causal 
factor responsible, and for many 
issues, livestock production is the 
major underlying source of the con- 
flict or problem. 

Unfortunately, it is my observa- . 
tion that too many people, includ- 
ing too many conservation organi- 
zations are afraid even to discuss, 
much less take a pro-active stance 
on livestock issues and its influence 
over so many areas of their agendas. 
It is as if the emperor has no clothes 
and everyone is afraid to point it 
out. Comparatively few articles in 
conservation oriented newsletters 
and magazines address livestock is- 
sues. Even when they do, we often 
get articles like the "Eco-grazing" 
piece which was published in an 
October 1991 High Country News 
extolling the virtues and the pre- 
pare 14 Earth Firstl Bel tain 1992 


sumed "ecological" need for live- 
stock grazing. Yet, one would be 
surprised to find an "Eco-logging" or 
"Eco-mining" article in such publi- 
cations. 

And while there are full time 
staffs working on a range of issues 
like wilderness designation, log- 
ging, mining, oil and gas develop- 
ment and wildlife conflicts, few 
groups devote much time to dealing 
directly with livestock production. 
Ultimately, it would be more effec- 
tive, and provide long term solu- 
tions to issues of concern if the 
source of the problem were defined 


and dealt with directly rather than 
working on a host of separate, but 
interrelated issues. The issue of wolf 
reintroduction in the West is a live- 
stock issue. The shooting of bison 
wandering from Yellowstone Park is 
a livestock issue. The potential ex- 
tinction of Arctic grayling is a live- 
stock issue. The recovery of Pacific 
salmon is, in part, a livestock issue. 
The designation of wilderness, par- 
ticularly on BLM lands or lack 
thereof, is effectively a livestock is- 
sue. The construction of dams on 
our western waterways, is all too 
frequently a livestock issue. And so 
it goes. 

Any honest review of western 
environmental issues would over- 
whelmingly show that livestock 
production has tremendous eco- 
logical costs that are pervasive and 
widespread — perhaps so pervasive 
and widespread that most of us do 
not even recognize them as a prob- 
lem any longer. We take for granted 
that our rivers should dry up during 
irrigation season, that ranchers have 
a right to shoot predators on our 
lands, that it is up to the public to 
pay for protecting its riparian zones 
from someone else's livestock. We 
quietly accept that fences should 
define our horizons or that it's per- 


fectly legitimate for privately 
owned livestock to consume the 
vast majority of the forage that 
would otherwise support publicly 
owned wildlife. 

It's important to point out that 
ranchers are not evil people, any 
more than whalers, market hunt- 
ers, loggers, commuters, office 
workers, resort operators, federal 
employees or anybody else are bad 
people. Like all of us, ranchers are 
simply trying to survive and to earn 
a Jiving. But that still does not 
remove them from scrutiny or from 
criticism. And livestock produc- 


tion has a disproportionate impact 
upon environmental quality, par- 
ticularly in the West, with a rela- 
tively minor ouput of a product 
needed by society. It's critical that 
we begin to ask whether the pro- 
duction of beef, and to a lesser ex- 
tent lamb and wool from our west- 
ern rangelands, is really worth the 
costs in terms of things wild and 



free. 

Water quality is a good example 
of the sometimes myopic view that 
environmental .groups display. 
Over and over we hear about the 
real or potential impacts that min- 
ing will have on water quality. 
While not denying that mining has 
in the past, and will undoubtedly in 
the future, be responsible for some 


major water quality violations and 
impacts, it is not nearly as pervasive 
and nearly as large a problem as the 
water quality losses attributable to 
livestock production. For every 
stream that mining potentially im- 
pacts, livestock is already degrading 
many, and is in fact the single great- 
est source of non-point pollution in 
the West as well as the single great- 
est source of sedimentation. 

When you couple this with 
other water issues like dewatering of 
streams, loss of fish fingerlings in 
irrigation canals, the concentration 
of pollutants coming from returned 
irrigation water, groundwater with- 
drawals which reduces stream and 
spring outflow, fragmentation of 
aquatic habitats by dams and dewa- 
tering, and a host of other water 
quality issues that are directly re- 
lated to livestock production, it is 
difficult to understand why live- 
stock production is ignored or rel- 
egated to such a low priority on the 
environmental agenda. 

Even preservation of biodiversity 
is ultimately tied to livestock to a 
large degree. There is no free lunch. 
There is no surplus "forage" or an 
empty niche. Even disregarding the 
ecological impacts associated with 
poorly managed livestock such as 
destruction of riparian areas and 
thus its ecological impact on native 
species, any livestock production is 
a threat to native biological diver- 
sity. When cattle eat forage, and are 
subsequently removed from that 
ecosystem, we are assisting the 
transport of nutrients which would 
otherwise recycle in that system. 
Furthermore, the forage they con- 
sume is that much less available for 
native species to eat, thus reducing 
their potential biomass and ecologi- 
cal influence in the ecosystem. 

Many assumptions spouted by 
the livestock industry, and too of- 
ten repeated by environmental or- 
ganizations, need to be examined 
carefully. Such arguments such as 
"rangelands need to be grazed by 
livestock to remain healthy" or "lo- 
cal rural economies are dependent 
upon the ranching industry" are 
subject to dispute and need to be 
carefully evaluated, especially 
when most of the evidence to sup- 
port such contentions comes from 
the livestock industry or their sup- 
porters in the academic commu- 
nity. Would most environmental- 
ists believe similar arguments like 
forests "need" to be logged to be 
"healthy" or that local economies 


Unfortunately,... too many conser- 
vation organizations are afraid even 
to discuss , much less take a pro-active 
stance on livestock issues and its in- 
fluence over so many areas of their 
agendas. 



Environmental 
Harms of 
Grazing on 
Public Lands 

By Gillian Holbrook 

Livestock grazing is the single 
greatest threat to fish and wildlife 
on public lands. It's destroying 
habitat and stream areas and results 
in the slaughtering of millions of 
native animals that compete with 
the livestock. The 150 million acres 
experiencing this devastation don't 
belong to ranchers or Interior Sec- 
retary Manuel Lujan. It's public 
land. The Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment says that 59 per cent of all 
public rangeland is in either fair or 
poor condition. The criteria the 
BLM uses to arrive at this figure is 
available forage for livestock. It 
does not consider the quality of soil, 
riparian areas or water. Neither 
does it consider the health and 
number of native animals or plants 
relative to pre-cattle days. When an 
alien species such as livestock is 
introduced into into an ecosystem 
as fragile as Western wildlands, vir- 
tually all elements of that ecosys- 


"depend" upon logging if these 
comments came from the logging 
industry or forestry professors? Yet 
when they are articulated by live- 
stock supporters, they are often ac- 
cepted as unbiased facts. 

One cannot simply say that they 
support "better livestock manage- 
ment." The better livestock man- 
agement response ignores such fun- 
damental questions as whether 
livestock production is appropriate 
and ecologically sustainable in the 
West. And even if it can be an- 
swered in an affirmative manner, it 
still leaves open such questions as 
whether cows should be grazing in 
national parks, wildlife refuges, and 
wilderness areas — places we have 
specifically set aside to preserve na- 
tive species and natural ecological 
processes. Should we assume that 
using water to produce livestock is 
more important than using it to 
grow fish, and thus bald eagles and 
river otter or even trout to support 
fishing guides? Why shouldn't bi- 
son, elk, antelope, jackrabbits, 
ground squirrels, and sage grouse be 
the dominant herbivores on our 
public lands instead of privately 
owned livestock? These and many 
other questions are not even articu- 
lated by most environmental 
groups, at least not publicly , and 
yet, they are, I maintain, legitimate 
questions that should be vigorously 
discussed-and debated. 

Furthermore, it becomes clear 
upon inspection that "better live- 
stock management" is not a solu- 
tion. It generally calls for more 
fencing, more seeding, more chain- 
ing, more water developments, 
more sagebrush burnings and a host 
of other environmental manipula- 
tions that ultimately dictate that an 
even larger share of our public lands 
serve as a feedlot for privately 
owned livestock. Is this what we 
really want? 

Reducing the negative impacts 
of livestock is not the same as a 
"benefit" as it is often billed, just as 
installation of emission control de- 
vices in automobiles in California is 


tern are affected and their intricate 
interrelationships are drastically 
disturbed. 

Native Plants 

Native grasses and perennials 
that are more palatable and nutri- 
tious to livestock are what cows 
devour first. Most native animals 
eat fairly selectively and keep mov- 
ing. Cattle are intrinsically lazy and 
concentrate in particular areas for 
long periods of time, tram- 
pling and denuding vegeta- 
tion. They eat new plant 
growth as soon as it 
emerges until there is so 
little carbohydrate storage 
in the plant that it cannot 
set seeds or last through 
dormancy or drought, so it 
dies. Root growth stops on 
severely grazed plants as 
energy is diverted to foliage 
regrowth. Continuous 
grazing causes roots to die 
back, reducing plant vigor 
or killing them. Light, oc- 
casional pruning of some grasses 
may sometimes enhance growth, 
but claiming that livestock perform 
this function is like saying a broken 
water pipe in your kitchen keeps 
the floor clean. 

An increase in the number of 


'survivor' plants follows the devas- 
tation of the more vulnerable and 
tasty grasses. Those that aren't deci- 
mated by the invasion of livestock 
survive because they are poisonous, 
covered with thorns, unpalatable, 
or their root systems are more resis- 
tant to damage from livestock. 
Hardy and drought resistant non- 
native plant species begin to grow 
in areas of bare compacted soil 
where nothing else can. Cheatgrass 


and yellow star thistle are two ex- 
amples of exotic 'invaders' brought 
to the West by livestock. A lot of 
fragile landscapes are reduced to 
wasteland, unable even to support 
these survivor species in the face of 
bovine jaws and cloven hooves. As 


much as a fifth of the 150 million 
acres in the the West is now in this 
condition. These areas resemble a 
natural desert, but are nearly as 
biologically sterile as a mound of 
salt. 

Soil 

What appears to be bare dirt 
in a natural desert is really a thick 
'living skin' made up of mosses, 
lichens, liverworts, microfungi, 
bacteria, pebbles, sand, earth- 
worms, mites, grubs and 
organic litter. This com- 
plex biosystem aerates, fer- 
tilizes, acts as a protective 
crust against wind erosion 
and as a protective sponge 
•against water erosion. 
Cattle hooves weighing in 
at about 24 pounds per 
square inch, pulverize this 
living skin. Exposed to the 
elements, bare soil blows or 
washes away and dries out 
faster. Dry, sun baked soil 
loses its abilities to support 
vegetative growth and hold 
water. Soil temperatures increase, 
affecting remaining microbiotic 
organisms, vegetation and some 
animal species. 
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not an ultimate solution to air pol- 
lution, gridlock, and the paving 
over of a substantial proportion of 
the Los Angeles basin. What one 
needs to question is the underlying 
source of the problem — too many 


age basis) in the West than any 
other human activity. And outside 
of the major forest regions, it also 
directly impacts the most biologi- 
cally critical lands since most of the 
lower elevations, riparian zones, 


any particular organization or per- 
son, but at the least, the topic 
should be given proper attention 
for the role it plays in environmen- 
tal issues. 

The emperor has no clothes and 



cars and the assumption that we 
need to have so many cars to survive 
in that region. 

Better livestock management 
accepts the premise that livestock 
production merely impacts plant 
communities, ignoring other as- 
pects such as predator control, 
roading, fencing and water devel- 
opments that compromise the wild- 
lands values of our landscape. It 
ignores questions about water use, 
irrigation, dam construction, for- 
age competition, and even the dis- 
proportional political influence 
that the livestock community ex- 
erts over public lands management 
and direction. 

Any kind of unbiased review of 
the Western land use from a truly 
ecological perspective would have 
to conclude that livestock produc- 
tion affects more land (on an acre- 


and waterways are affected. While 
it's true that a four lane highway or 
a subdivision may be more destruc- 
tive to any particular piece of land, 
throughout most of the West, par- 
ticularly with regards to public 
lands, these are not real threats. On 
the vast majority of the western 
landscape, the single most impor- 
tant source of environmental degra- 
dation is livestock production* 

If one is truly interested in pres- 
ervation of ecosystem processes and 
biological health, it behooves us all 
to address livestock topics in a seri- 
ous manner. I am not suggesting 
that livestock issues be elevated to 
the single most important environ- 
mental problem in the West for all 
groups or individuals — that will be 
decided on a region by region basis 
as well as the mandate or interest of 


it is about time we who live in the 
West, and those outside of the re- 
gion, recognize this. With very few 
exceptions, if any, the West would 
be a better place economically, so- 
cially, politically, and biologically if 
we dedicated all our public lands to 
the production of native wildlife, 
and the maintenance of natural 
ecological processes not privately 
owned livestock. I'm certain that 
any serious and unbiased review of 
the evidence would demonstrate 
convincingly that livestock produc- 
tion as it is now practiced is inher- 
ently counter to these goals. 

George Wuerthner is a writer and 
longtime public lands advocate who 
now teaches at Prescott College, AZ. 
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Idaho's Owyhee Canyonlands: Next 
Military Waste Dump? 


BY JOHN PLUNTZE 

The Idaho National Guard pro- 
posal for using a training range in 
Lincoln City for Ml Tank maneu- 
vers is but the latest glaring example 
of sacrificing public land at public 
expense for private gain. Comply- 
ing with environmental laws has 
never been a priority of the military 
and has directly led to numerous 
highly toxic sites and dumps, in- 


cluding Rocky Mt. Arsenal (near 
Denver), Ft. Richardson, AK; Ft. 
Benning, GA; Caribbean National 
Forest, Puerto Rico; Jefferson Prov- 
ing Ground, Ind., and Bravo 20 
(near Fallon, NV). 

Rocky Mt. Arsenal's "Basin F" 
waste pit, described by the US Army 
Corps of Engineers as "the most 
contaminated square mile on the 
Earth, " kills thousands of birds and 
animals each year after they sip or 
land in its heavy metal laced ponds. 
Bravo 20, 64 square miles of bomb 
fragments, rusting armaments and 
thousands of explosion caused cra- 
ters, is considered the most notori- 
ous of the Navy's four west-central 
Nevada bomb ranges. In 1989, dur- 
ing a complaint-generated range 

SEAC and 

By Beanpole 

I recieved some flyer in the 
mail baceiin January about the 
Greenpeace, SEACret (Student En- 
vironmental Action Coalition rad 
eco tribe) and Earth First! "How Do 
You Spell Skin Cancer ?"Tour 92. It 
was self-explanatory about its ob- 
jectives- Dana Lyons and Lone Wolf 
Circles roaming the eastern sea- 
board with guitar-congo-eco- 
boogie. A virtual ready to go rock 
and roll direct action show. The 
answer to the tour's quizzing title 
was also very clear: "D-U-P-O-N-T." 

Ah yes, DuPont. I knew them 
well. My father's father worked in a 
DuPont factory for 43 years, 7 
months, and 15 days. And he'll tell 
you that over and over and over. He 
has Alzhiemer's disease now (for 
some unknown reason) and one of 
the highlights conversing with him 
is the redundant talk about his 
many years at the Old Hickory 
DuPont Chemical "Plant." 

I'm reluctant to call factories 
"plants," because they are not 
plants at all. Plants, we all know, are 
vascular lifeforms which absorb 
carbon dioxide and release oxygen 
through a process known as pho- 
tosynthesis. Factories, on the other 
hand, are large mega-structures of 
metal and concrete which consume 
water, earth, and air in fire and spew 
out toxic pollution through a pro- 
cess known as capitalist greed. The 
function of a plant is very different 
from that of a factory. Plant com- 
munities help sustain life. Factory 
communities help destroy life. 
Whoever first called a factory a 
"plant" was either very stupid or 
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cleanup called "Operation Ugly 
Baby," Bravo 20 crews retrieved 1 ,389 
live bombs, 2,230 dummy bombs, 
28,136 ammunition rounds and 
123,375 lbs. of shrapnel. Worse, in 
1983-4, after heavy rains and snow 
from nearby Stillwater National 
Wildlife Refuge's watershed swelled 
into Bravo 20's toxic discharges and 
then receded back, 7 million fish and 


countless tens of thousands of birds 
were poisoned. 

The Ft. Richardson Army artil- 
lery range, on the Kink Arm of 
Anchorage's Cook Inlet, released its 
own study in 1991 admitting that its 
discarded tiny white phosphorous 
bits from artillery rounds were being 
ingested by thousands of birds each 
year (most ranges have such phos- 
phorous discards). A Sierra Club Le- 
gal Defense Fund lawsuit was filed on 
behalf of the Wilderness Society and 
other groups in 1991 against Ft. 
Benning, after it was determined its 
activities (including on-base log- 
ging) were destroying vast habitats 
for the endangered red-cockaded 
woodpecker. 

Indiana's Jefferson Proving 

SouthPAW 

perhaps very crafty. This may have 
been the first attempt at 
"greenwashing" — the industrial 
capitalist tactic of brainwashing the 
public into believing that the in- 
dustry in question is environmen- 
tally conscious. 

So all these visions of a massive 
action are racing through my head. 

I see thousands of people 
blackading the gates of the Old 
Hickory factory. Spokespeople are 
addressing huge congregations of 
reporters and camerapeople. Angry 
workers are hollering about jobs. 
Others are hollering about how 
they hate their jobs, how they or 
someone they know is sick or has 
died as a result of working there. 
The biocentric activists are ex- 
plaining the effects ozone depletion 
will have on wild creatures and eco- 
systems and why it's important to 
have functioning wild healthy eco- 
systems. Little clans of anarchists 
see this huge event as an opportu- 
nity to lob bricks through car 
windshields and cause lots of prop- 
erty damage. Everyone discredits 
this bunch and is astonished at such 
outlandish behavior. Many people 
are there because they've just 
learned about the fact that huge 
gaping holes are appearing in the 
ozone layer, that it might affect 
them personally and that DuPont 
has something to do with it (See 
Rooney's article DuPont vs. the 
World Eostar '92). In the heart of 
this mass of thriving human disor- 
der are the guitar — conga — eco- 
boogie, making rythm out of chaos. 

I'm on the phone to Dana and 


Ground, which since 1941 has had 
a reported 23 million artillery, tank 
and mortar shells dropped on it, 
houses some 1.4 million 
unexploded live rounds. The base 
is slated to be closed by 1995 but 
because of the lethal menaces be- 
neath it, JFG will probably be off 
limits forever. ( I hope the region's 
critters know that !). In Puerto 
Rico's Caribbean National Forest, 
army researchers set up in 1978 a 
live radiation source that killed 
every living thing there in a 40ft. 
radius. 

Indeed, our "need" to remain 
ever- vigilant has cost us dearly. A 
1991 Nat. Toxic Campaign Fund 
report states there are 14,400 offi- 
cially-contaminated sites on U.S. 
military reservations (97 on 
Superfund's National Priorities 
list-among the most lethal sites 
anywhere in the US) A 1990 Gen- 
eral Accounting Office report 
states the "military is the single 
largest producer of hazardous 
waste in the US," generating some 
500,000 tons annually. Estimated 
cleanup cost: at least $200 billion! 
And now as the military budget 
begins to shrink, so does the re- 
sponsibility the military wants to 
accept for such costs, leaving local 
municipalities highly contami- 
nated and sourly lacking. 

The military currently man- 
ages/mismanages about 25 million 
acres directly, and leases another 8 


he's hyped. I explain to him that 
there’s a SEAC super-regional con- 
ference occurring in 
Murphysboro, TN the second 
weekend of the tour and that 
there's this DuPont factory 
nearby. A few dozen phone calls 
and some time later and we've got 
a couple of shows planned for our 
neck of the woods. The action 
planned in Tennessee will precede 


the big action planned for the 
stockholder's meeting at DuPont's 
headquarters in Wilmington, DE. 
Wow! and it all comes together 
with the PAW neo-tropical song- 
bird con servation biology confer- 
ence at Swarthmore college, a 
mere 43" IHlrrute drive from ~ 
Wilmington. 

The tour began for us in 
North Carolina when the eco- 
roadwarriors pulled up in their 
huge Dodge Greenpeace-spon- 
sored van. The show goes off great! 
Everybody dancing, rocking the 
old gym at Waren Wilson college, 
nestled in the valley below the 
Black Mountains, tallest in the 


million from outside agencies, pri- 
marily the BLM (17 million acres 
"loaned"), the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the Forest Service (163 
military activities allowed yearly on 
3 million of its acres in 57 national 
forests). National Parks frequently 
bear the brunt of aerial training ex- 
ercises, as jets overfly their MOAs 
(military operating areas); 
Yosemite, Everglades, Sequoia- 
Kings Canyon, Joshua Tree, Hawaii 
Volcanoes, Yellowstone, Big Bend, 
Bryce Canyon, and Great Basin Na- 
tional Parks have all had lawsuits 
filed on their behalf in the past re- 
garding air pollution from such 
overflys. 

All the military needs to start 
flying over BLM, Forest Service or 
Nat. Park Service land is FAA permis- 
sion, which it historically gives 
without reservation. In 1987, the 
Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund's 
Larry Silver filed an unsucessful suit 
after learning the FAA had granted 
an MOA in Oregon and Nevada 
without even reading the Air Force's 
EIS! A similar suit filed by N. Caro- 
lina to force review of an FAA-ap- 
proved MOA over Cape Lookout 
Nat. Seashore was successful. 

Numerous studies have shown 
that loud noises, especially sonic 
booms, disrupt wildlife reproduc- 
tive habits. Charlotte and Cole Still, 
65 and 69, were thrown from their 
horses on the Oregon Pacific Crest 


East. Good vibes and smiling faces 
on all the people who'd just been 
made aware of the details of ozone 
layer depletion and DuPont's in- 
volvement. We had all been ex- 
posed to the concept of "Rad 
Wednesday." An action campaign 
of massive proportions where 
people all over the world will wear 
radiation suits every Wednesday to 
protest DuPont's continued pro- 


duction of CFC'c, HCFC'c, and 
HFC's. Yes, for a mere $5 per suit 
everybody can get involved and 
conduct an action no matter what 
they're doing! No excuse is too 
great. Got school or work to attend? 
No problem. Just wear your radia- 
tion suit and do what you normally 
do and you're involved in a massive 
direct action. You can even wear rad 
suits while conducting actions on 
Wedensdays against the Forest Ser- 
vice, FWS, anti-choice rallies, fur 
farms, Blockbuster videos, etc. It 
doesn't confuse the issues, it con- 
nects the issues! 

continued on page 32 


The " Basin F" waste pit is described by 
the Army Corps of Engineers as " the most 
contaminated square mile on the Earth. " 


continued on page 25 

Gang Up on DuPont 


A sign at DuPont's Factory read " Caring 
for the Environment — Protect your Mother 
Earth. Your grandchildren depend on us. " 
I had to go over the fence and get that sign. 

This was a family matter. 


Journal meeting 


continued from page 4 
this picture? It eventually occurred 
to us that we were using a lot of 
words like "power", "authority", and 
"job description". Occasionally 
words poked up like "trust", "re- 
spect", and "magic", but at first we 
forgot to notice them. It was a 
clearcut case of our bureau-brains 



COHSEK/SUS 


making us forget who we really are. 
- Let's face it, this movement is made 
special by the magic of a lot of 
strong-willed, cantankerous, free- 
spirited souls who are willing to lay 
their lives on the line in defense of 
the sacred earth and wild life who 
aren't necessarily responsive to be- 
ing told what to do. None of us 
really fits into any mold at 
all, and that's all good. We 
are what we are, simply, and 
with no need to formalize 
it. Because even if we did 
formalize it, it would all 
change in six months any- 
way, and we'd still need to 
have another Journal meet- 
ing, right? 

So, we don't want 
an editor? Alright, no edi- 
tor. But we want Mike — we 
got Mike. That's what we 
agreed, point one and two: 

/Mike will be Mike and the 
/collective will be the collec- 
tive. Mike might decide to, 
say, override a block in the 
collective, and the collective might 
decide to, say, humiliate Mike in 
public if he were to do something 
like throw away a submission before 
anyone else sees it. Now, I'm n<3t 


saying that ever happened; I just 
made it up. But that's what it's alk , 
about: the collective is empowered ; 
to deal with Mike and Mike to deal 
with them. I mean, in a tribal scene, ' 
any kind of leader is only a leader as 
long as the people like her or his J 
leading, que no? -X/ 

So that's what we say: Jour- 
nal collective and Mike, go 
for it! Treat each other with 
respect and trust, and each 
of you with your strong stub- 
born spirits, weave your 
magic. This arrangement 
will continue until next 
year's Rendezvous, with a 
review at the Shawnee ac- 
tivists' conference this win- 
ter. 

Then there was 
some stuff about money and 
subscriptions. (So sorry for 
the temporary lapse into 
woo-land.) Everyone agreed 
that the whole staff should 
get more money, maybe 
even enough to sustain their 
eating habits. In order to do that, we 
agreed that Mike's first task was to 
increase the number of Journal sub- 
scriptions. Actually, this was Mike's 
idea. When he showed up for the 
second half of the meeting the fol- 
lowing day, he reminded us that in 
the early days of Earth First! folks 
used to peddle subscriptions like 




5tand aside 


evangelists peddle Bibles. We got a 
good rag now, so this is probably 
something we should all do again, 
and not just because these folks need 
more money. 


pay will increase 


It was 
/agreed that 
once the 
money from 
new subscrip- 
tions starts 
coming in, 

Mike will be 
paid $100 a 
week. With 
subsequent 
income, the 
collective 
staffers will 
also get a raise 
to the same le 
on, everyone's 
equally. 

The second day of the Jour- 
nal meeting was also the day of the 
tribal dance, so we were able to 
reach consensus on an astounding 
amount of issues in a surprisingly 
short amount of time. Here they 
are, pretty much just like Richard, 
our official note taker, wrote them: 

The members of the fish- 
bowl advise the Journal Collective 
to: 

1. Develop job descriptions 
and bring ideas to the activists' con- 
ference. 

2. Make an effort to 
get as much as possible from 
the different regions. If 
something significant hap- 
pens in a region and no one 
is willing or able to submit 
an article then someone 
from the Journal should con- 
tact the region and write the 
article. Journal writers 
should contact those actu- 
ally participating in the ac- 
tion when possible. 

3. Consider security 
issues raised at the meeting. 

4. Develop a system 
to use interns. 

5. Leave the Journal - 
in Missoula. 

6. The Journal will print in 
every issue guidelines for submis- 
sions. If there is any significant 
change to an article in the editing 
process, the Journal will make a rea- 
sonable effort to contact the writer. 

It was also suggested that 
this group act as an advisory board 
to the Journal staff. Nobody really 
felt like formalizing that, although 



BLOCK 


we did in the 
end exchange 
addresses and 
agree to stay 
in touch and 
keep the lines 
of communi- 
cation open 
especially in 
the event of 
a . n 

emergency...as 
should we all. 

Addition- 
ally, the group 
activists' con- 
ference. We agreed that the confer- 
ence is not an invitation-only event. 
However, local groups will be en- 
couraged to send representatives so 
that we can keep the numbers down 
and participants will be vouched 
for. The fishbowl system will be 
used. 

A conference committee will 
be formed from representatives for 
the Journal, the Shawnee organizers, 
and the Direct Action Fund. The 
committee will send out a letter 
before the conference to find out 
the financial needs of participants, 




SILENT cheer 

and will devise a way to divide any 
money there might be. 

Fight on, warrior; weavers 
of magic, dance on; writers of Jour- 
nal, Journal on. 


Scamoco Action 


continued from page 1 
receive tax breaks for doing it. 
Amoco wouldn't even hire local la- 
borers; the company brings in its 
workers from out of state. 

A passel of outstanding 
musicians played plenty of good 
songs, including "If George Bush is 
an Environmentalist, then I'm the 
Queen of England," "Scamoco Has 
Got to Go," "Our State is a Pump 
Site," and "Rocky Mountain High" 
sung by the John Denver Brigade. 

Ultimately there were about 
150 protesters who performed skits, 
chanted and sang along with the 
music, drummed, took pictures, ate, 
were interviewed, were photo- 
graphed, cooked lunch, caught some 
rays, smelled hydrogen sulfide from 
a holding pond, and went for water 
until the police decided well, fun's 
fun, but. . .and gave us a ten-minute 


dispersal warning. They waited until 
they had plenty of reinforcements, 
of course. Police cars and vans and 
a fire truck equipped with the "Jaws 
of Life" became the silent actors in 
the drama that followed. 

We moved from our posi- 
tion near the site to beyond the 
police line close to the road. As we 
sang and watched, the police began 
arresting people, including some 
very surprised EFiers who had as- 
sumed they'd be allowed to move to 
the road. The 19 arrestees were 
loaded into the waiting vans. After 
their departure, the rest of us dis- 
persed. Some folks went to the jail 
to give support, while the rest of us 
headed to Carver's, the brewpub 
where we'd planned to meet follow- 
ing the action. 

Carver's, and later 
Farquahrt's, proved to be good wa- 


tering holes (the food wasn't bad 
either), but poor places to hold a 
post-action analysis session. We 
wound up going to a nearby school 
for showers, etc. Some of us then 
headed to a local activist's house, 
while others fell sleepily to the floor. 
Before retiring, I managed to see us 
on one of the local channels. 

The next morning, not too 
early, we headed back to a park in 
Durango for a belated analysis ses- 
sion. A lot of people had already 
split, but about 50 of us mulled over 
what we did right and wrong, and 
how we could do it better next time. 

Many points were brought 
out. Before an action, everyoneneeds 
to attend a non-violence prep, not 
just those intending to get arrested. 
People also need to know in advance 
the consequences of not giving their 
name when the judge asks. It was 


impossible to hold a follow-up ses- 
sioninabar. A number of people had 
earlier promised to support the 
arrestees, but only a few actually did 
it. The locations for both the action 
and the follow-up meeting were not 
clearly given to everyone in advance, 
which led to logistical problems. Fi- 
nally, jail solidarity fell apart imme- 
diately — people need to know that 
getting arrested is only half the ac- 
tion. 

That said, this was still a 
kick-ass action! While the Durango 
Herald ran a story that contained 
several inaccuracies, it printed an 
excellent photo of the two protest- 
ers at the front door with their signs, 
"Free the Wild" and "Earth First!" 
We wrapped up the session and 
most of us headed over to the court- 
house a block away to give support 
to our friends in jail. 
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'96 Olympics Threaten Georgia's 

Stone Mountain 


by Larry Winslett 

Stone Mountain Park in Georgia, is home to the 
world's largest exposed granite monolith. It is 
also home to a great diversity of rare plants and 
trees which are soon scheduled to be developed 
for the 1996 Olympics. Construction for as many 
as six venues is planned, including a 20,000-seat 
. tennis stadium and 10,000-seat cycling stadium. 
This overdeveloped small park, near the town of 
Stone Mountain, is just over 3,000 acres; the 
natural areas that remain should be saved. Other 
sites — some with existing facilities — have ex- 
pressed interest in these projects. 

The state-owned park is run by the Stone 
Mountain Memorial 
Association (SMMA) 
and Park General 
Manager Larry Allen . 

The SMMA is an 
eight-member board 
consisting of seven 
gubernatorial ap- 
pointees and the De- 
partment of Natural 
Resources commis- 
sioner. The board ap- 
pears to be account- 
able to no one for its 
actions, and its gen- 
eral regard for nature 
tends toward the "if 
it doesn't generate 
income it's expend- 
able" philosophy. 

One frustrated 
former state senator 
said, "This is abso- 
lutely an utterly ri- 
diculous way to run a 
park." Another rep- 
resentative was more 
to the point when he 
commented, "Basi- 
cally it's a situation 
where, 'we're going to do what we want to do.'" 

After development of a rail spur (which 
has since become a major money loser), and a 
convention center — both of which were funded 
by a $25,000,000 grant of taxpayers' money — 
General Manager Allen said, "Once these projects 
are finished, major construction will cease for- 
ever." That was in 1988. The SMMA should be 
forced to act responsibly and protect the rare 
plants, trees and natural areas of the park by 
prohibiting any further development. 

Reports varyonthenumberofrareplant 
species that exist in the park. The last compre- 
hensive information is from 1968. Two species 
have been listed under the federal Endangered 
Species Act by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
as endangered, the pool sprite ( Amphianthus 
Pusillus ) is threatened, and the black-spore 
quillwort ( Isoetes Melanspora ) is endangered. Re- 
covery plans for these two plants have been 
prepared for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and the Georgia Department of Natural Re- 
sources, but as yet have not been implemented. 
These plans contain specific recommendations 
for Stone Mountain. Several other plants are 
federal candidate species. Some are listed by the 
Georgia Wildflower Preservation Act, which is 
limited in scope, and hasn't been updated since 
the mid-70s. Georgia law offers no protection 
against habitat destruction, one of the major 
causes of species decline worldwide. It also pro- 
vides no protection against recreational overuse, 
a problem in all parks. The ratio of people to land 
area in Stone Mountain Park makes it one of the 
most vulnerable of all the nation's parks. 


Other rare plant species at the park, such 
as the Georgia oak, have no protection of any 
kind. Extensive plant inventories are no longer 
kept; park officials don't have a due as to what 
species exist there. When nature is ignored, the 
damage to sensitive ecosystems can be substan- 
tial. 

There are numerous trails, including a 
6.5-mile National Recreation Trail, that need to be 
protected. Historical sites, such as the grist mill 
and covered bridge, have been allowed to deterio- 
rate. They should be restored and protected. Park 
officials blame their poor condition on vandal- 
ism, rather than admitting to their own misman- 
agement and neglect. 


The SMMA claims to never have enough 
money, yet six million visitors annually pay park 
entry fees, plus additional fees for countless tour- 
ist attractions such as river boats, a train and a 
miniature golf course. With this abundant source 
of revenue, where does all the money go? By 
obvious appearance, it is not spent on park main- 
tenance. The SMMA has wasted as much as 
$250,000 on sidewalks and fences in areas of the 
park which are seldom used. Administrative perk 
packages are lucrative. General Manager Larry 
Allen resides in $218,000 home, and has an ex- 
pense account which is equivalent to that of 
Georgia's governor. 

Stone Mountain is not pristine wilder- 
ness; it is not as glamorous as some of our more 
famous parks. It is, however, a unique natural 
place rich in plant diversity. We can't afford to be 
complacent about our rare plants and animals, 
wherever they may be. Our smaller parks may be 
the only haven for certain rare or unique species. 
We must protect our biological and genetic diver- 
sity; it is the fabric of our evolution, and the 
security of the future. 

During the past year andahalf,the struggle 
to preserve Stone Mountain has generated the 
classic avoidance response of buck-passing. The 
SMMA has adopted a smug "ignore the opposi- 
tion and they will go away" attitude. Activists 
have tried to engage all of the major environmen- 
tal groups in Georgia with little success. One 
organization's spokesperson declared, "We have 
no intention of laying anything against Olympic 
development. It would be too controversial an 
issue." This statement came from one of the 


country's most visible and popular wholesalers of 
environmental enlightenment. 

Since there are no federal funds involved in 
Olympic development (although there is some 
state funding), there is no easy legal solution to 
slow further destruction of Stone Mountain Park. 
Local activists need to get as many people as pos- 
sible to voice support for the park's protection. 

This kind of short-term, high-impact de- 
velopment has no place in this park or any other. 
Please write those listed below. Tell them to keep 
the Olympics out of Stone Mountain Park, and use 
the available alternative sites. Tell them to force the 
SMMA to protect plants, natural areas, and historic 
sites, and to implement recovery plans for sensitive 

species. If you do 
not live in Georgia, 
write anyway. 
While Stone Moun- 
tain Park is one of 
our nation's most 
popular parks, even 
more importantly, 
it is the center of 
granite outcrop 
species in the 
Southeast. 

Write or 

call: 

Governor 
Zell Miller 

Commis- 
sioner Joe D. Tan- 
ner 

203 State 

Capitol 

205 Butler St. S.E. 
Suite 1252 

Atlanta, 
GA 30334 

Atlanta, 
GA 30334 

Phone: 
(404) 656-1776 

Phone: (404) 656-3500 

Fax: (404) 656-2612 
Fax: (404) 656-2285 

Stone Mountain Memorial Association 
Box 778 

Stone Mountain, GA 30086 
Phone: (404) 498-5600 

For further information and to help save this unique 
park, please contact Larry Winslett, Route 3, Box 
3044, Hartwell, GA 30643. 


the blank wall — > 

Tired of seeing computer-generated text stacked 
in neat little columns? Feel like your bioregion 
doesn't get enough editorial attention? Don't 
despair. Just send us enough material to fill up the 
center section of the journal. 

We will not edit the Blank Wall. Arrange it as 
you desire. You will be completely responsible for 
anything you print on your pages. Lay it out if 
you want to, or take advantage of whatever exper- 
tise we may be able to offer. 

Tell us when you want to fill the Blank Wall, 
and you will get your chance when your turn 
comes around, unless another group needs the 
space for a particularly urgent issue. Have at! 
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Sea Shepherd Conservation Society 


USA: 1314 2nd St. 

Santa Monica, CA 90401 
Tel: G10) 394-3198 


Canada: P.O. Box 48446 

Vancouver, B.C. V7X1A2 
Tel: (604) 688-SEAL 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JULY 17, 1992 

CONFRONTATION AND CONFISCATION ON THE HIGH SEAS, 

The Sea Shepherd Conservation Society engaged in a 
confrontation with two Japanese driftnet vessels on July 12, 

1992 at 0600 hours. 

The high seas encounter took place at 41 l 27'' North, 

162 ' 11 ' 1 West between the Japanese driftnet ships YEN WAN 
MARU 68 and the YEN WAN MARU 76 and the two Sea Shepherd 
society ships SEA SHEPHERD II and the EDWARD ABBEY. 

The SEA SHEPHERD II cut and confiscated nets from the YEN 
WAN MARU 76. Using sirens, horns, blank cannon loads and 
stink bulbs, the SEA SHEPHERD II chased the two Japanese 
ships from the area. The EDWARD ABBEY was utilized by the 
Sea Shepherd Society to document the confrontation. 

Captain Paul Watson,- in command of the Sea Shepherd 
expedition, said, "the action was taken to focus attention 
on continued illegal driftnet activities by Japan". 

On July 14, a US Coast Guard plane overflew the Sea Shepherd 
ships and informed Captain Watson that Japan had entered an 
official complaint with the United States government. 

Captain Watson said that he welcomed the Japanese complaint, 

"they ignored us when we rammed two of their ships in 1990, 
finally we got their attention! This now gives us a forum 
to address the criminal rape of the North Pacific by these 
high seas bandits". 

The Sea Shepherd Conservation Society is prepared to fight 
the Japanese on this issue in court and in the forum of 
public opinion. 

The July 12 action did not endanger any lives and no damage 
was sustained by any of the ships involved. 

The action was thoroughly documented from the EDWARD ABBEY 
by a Sea Shepherd film crew and by an independent crew from 
Yorkshire television in Great Britain.. 

The Sea Shepherd's 1992 driftnet crew hail from Canada, 

Britain, the U.S.A., Mexico, Australia and Peru. 

* * ■ in - '■ '■ 

• ' ••• - ... :• . • 

The SEA SHEPHERD II and EDWARD ABBEY will arrive in Ucluelet 

on Vancouver Island at approximately 0930 hours on July 20. 

Dramatic footage available upon arrival. UPDATE" 
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International Marine Mammal Protection & Conservation 
A Non-Profit Society 
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Monday, July 13: the Captain of 
the Yen Wan Maru 76 alleges the 
driftnetters fled from the SEA 
SHEPHERD II under a barrage of 
Molotov cocktails and rocks. 
Japan registers an official 
complaint with the U.S. Coast 
Guard and the State Department. 

Sunday, July 19, 0500 hours: 

The EDWARD ABBEY and the SEA 
SHEPHERD II are stopped by the 
Coast Guard and questioned 
extensively about the High Seas 
confrontation. 

Monday, July 20: The EDWARD 
ABBEY, followed by the SEA 
SHEPHERD II, sails into 
Ucluelet on Vancouver Island. 
Both ships are searched and, as 
this is being typed, the crews 
are clearing customs. The B.C. 
press heralds the Society’s 
confrontation with the 
driftnetters. Sea Shepherd 
office phones ring with TV 
viewers calling to decry drift 
netters and demand we do 
"whatever it takes" to get the 
murderous nets out of the 
oceans forever. 




On the night of May 27, after 
we had infiltrated Kaohsiung 
Harbor, we heard distant 
explosions. These were not the 
ubiquitous fireworks that you 
hear in China. Then we heard 
many police sirens and what we 
thought were gunshots. We 
quickly fled the harbor and 
returned to our room. 

On the television later that 
evening we learned that the 
police had just broken up the 
largest anti-pol lution protest 
in Taiwan’s history: 900 
demonstrators had been camping 
out in front of the China 
Petroleum Corporation’s Talin 
Factory in Kaohsiung. They were 
demanding compensation for 
their homes. The demonstrators 
said that their lands had been 
so badly polluted by toxic 
emissions that they were no 
longer livable. 

And how did the Taiwanese 
government deal with it? They 
denied that there were any 
toxic releases, and then 
brutally uprooted the 
demonstrators. It became clear 
to us that what we were dealing 
with here is what Goebbels, 

Hi Iter’s minister of 
propaganda, called "the big 
lie". The Taiwanese were lying, 
and lying is just part of their 
strategy. 

We had gotten our photographs 
and evidence - more than 
enough. But we were angry. In 
our guts we knew we hadn’t done 
enough. But that night would be 
an ideal night, with all the 
police at the nearby 
demonstration. So we crept back 
to Kaohsiung Harbor. At 1.30 am 
on Thursday, May 28, we snuck 
aboard a 110 foot, 300 ton 
vessel called the Jiang Hai , 
(which means building 
cooperation) that had just 
pulled into harbor for the long 

process of conversion into a 
drift netter. We chose it 
because it appeared that no one 
was on board. We had our tools 
with us. 

Within five minutes we were in 
the engine room, working 
busily. We had visited a 
Buddhist temple earlier in the 
week, and now as we found a Zen 
calm envelope us we unbolted 
the sea cocks. 

Silence, and then BOOM! as the 
cover blew off the sea cock and 
flew across the other side of 
the engine room. Now we had a 
raging 30 centimeter stream of 
filthy Kaosiung bay water 
pouring into the engine room of 
a would-be drift netter. It was 
the most beautiful polluted 
water we had ever seen. 

The noise of the water was 
deafening. Our thoughts now 
were only to "get the hell out 
of there". We were not going to 
stay around and watch it go 
down. By the time we were 
climbing up the ladder the 
water was half way to our 
knees. 



drift net destruction 


Japan has confirmed that it has 30 
scientists working full time preparing a 
report for the United Nations which they 
hope will justify continued pelagic 
driftnetting. 

Kazuo Shima, deputy director-general of 
the Japan Fisheries Agency, has stated 
that his country will examine the 
possibility of continuing to drift net 
after June 1992, a dkte recommended by 
the U.N. for shutting down all drift net 
operations. 

Already the U.N. s’ Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) has accepted some of 
Japan’s arguments that drift nets could 
safely be used, with the implementation 
of some conservation management routines. 
-Fishing News International, summer 1991 

UPDATE: The United Nations bows to the 
greed of driftnetting countries and 
advances the deadline on drift nets to 
January 1993, thereby assuring six more 
months of oceanic carnage. 


RECONNAISSANCE IN 



HOW ARE DRIFT NETTING NATIONS RESPONDING 
TO THE BAN? THE FOLLOWING IS A REPORT 
FROM A COVERT SEA SHEPHERD SOJOURN TO 
TAIWAN THIS PAST SPRING 


MAY 1992 - The city of Kaohsiung, in 
southwest Taiwan, is the home port of 
Taiwan’s drift net fleets. Up to one 
third of the world’s drift netters 
operate from this three kilometer-wide 
harbor . 

Taiwan has been the number one renegade 
country of the world’s pirate drift 
nettters. But recently, Taiwan announced 
that it would abide by the United Nations 
resolution No. 46/215, which calls for 
the complete elimination of pelagic drift 
net fishing by July, 1992.^ We went to 
see for ourselves. (NOTE: the U.N. 
extended the deadline to January, 1993) 

One of the first things you find out 
about Kaohsiung Harbor is that you cannot 
get to it. It is off-limits to anyone 
but sea men and dock workers. Why is 
this? There are no military bases here, 
and China has no interest or ability in 
attacking Taiwan. What are they hiding? 
We wanted to' know. 

After several attempts we managed to get 
into the drift net section of the harbor. 
This was not easy for people taller and 
of a different color than everyone else. 
What we found after we got in surprised 
even us. 

In the filthy harbor we counted at 
least 170 driftnet boats. But we had 
expected to find a lot of boats, since 
Taiwan supports a fleet of at least 600 
drift netters. We saw and photographed 
many piles of new drift net five meters 
high and 100 meters long. This did not 
especially surprise us either. But what 
did stun us was the number of new boats 
onto which the driftnet was being loaded. 
We counted at least 40 new or totally 
refurbished drift netter in harbor, with 
another 27 being entirely refitted for 
drift netting. 

Is this the behavior of a country that 
is getting out of drift netting? NO. 

Does a business or a country make major 
capital investments in an industry that 
it is abandoning? NO. 

To our surprise, we found a new 300 
meter-long pier still under construction 
and guarded by tight security. WE saw 
only drift netters at this pier, up to 25 
at a time, being loaded up with drift net 
and supplies before their departures. 

Does a country that is getting out of 
drift netting build new piers to handle 
more and more driftnetters? NO. 

We counted from four to eight boats 
leaving the harbor each day for their 
five-month cruises on the world’s oceans. 



Is this what a country that is getting 
out of drift netting does? NO. 

What would explain Taiwan’s behavior? 
Simply put: the Taiwanese government is 
not telling the truth. Taiwan has no 
intention of ending driftnetting ... 
Taiwan will say whatever it thinks will 
work, and then do whatever it thinks it 
can get away with at sea. As long as no 
one is watching. 

What we found in Kaohsiung Harbor was a 
major industrial process - employing 
thousands of people - going day and 
night, around the clock to put out ever 
more driftnetters. 

We also noticed some things in their 
absence. We never had a clear day in 
Kaohsiung. A permanent smog covered the 
city. Black smoke poured non-stop from 
any factory with a smokestack, in our 
ten days Kaohsiung, we only saw two 
birds. TWO BIRDS, in a city of one to 
one and a half million people. We never 
saw anyone fishing in Kaohsiung Harbor. 
One look and it was obvious why. The 
whole harbor was covered with an oily 
scum up to a centimeter thick. We saw 
numerous pipes over a meter in diameter 
pouring directly into a bay. The whole 
harbor reeked of chemicals and petroleum. 
Kaohsiung Harbor is a totally dead, toxic 
waste site beyond any hope of 
reclamation. We could only conclude that 
if Taiwan treats the open seas with half 
the disregard that it has treated her own 
waters, then our oceans will have no 
chance -if we let them. 




NORWAY TO RESUME 
WHAL X NG 

Norway will resume commercial whale- 
hunting next year, plunging moves to 
protect remaining stocks in the world’s 
oceans into uncertainty. 

Norway’s announcement badly upset the 
opening session of the International 
Whaling Commission conference in Glasgow. 
Norwegian premier Gro Harlem Brundtland 
confirmed the move in Oslo. Gro has just 
come back from Rio where she was 
masquerading as one of the driving forces 
behind the Earth Summit. 

The IWC imposed an worldwide, but un- 
enforced, ban on whaling in 1985 for ten 
years. The ban was imposed only after the 
pressure of public opinion and dwindling 
stocks become too much for the whaling 
nations. There are very few whales left. 
This makes them more difficult to hunt. 
British officials at the International 
Whaling Commission conference described 
the Norwegian move as "a bombshell" and 
angry environmental groups expressed 
fears of a return to the full-scale 
hunting and the rapid demise of depleted 
species. 

The Norwegians were condemned as 
"pirates" flying in the face of world 
opinion by Mr. Sidney Holt, scientific 
advisor to the International Fund for 
Animal Welfare. He said "If they go ahead 
with their plan to restart the commercial 
hunt next year, they should be condemned 
by every country in the world". 

Helen MacLachlan, of the Royal Society 
for the Prevention of Crulety to Animals, 
said the Norwegian behavior was 
"completely unacceptable", adding :"The 
IWC must not give in to blackmail". 


ICE land withdraws 
FROM THE I . W . C - 


And there was a further blow to the IWC, 
when Iceland anounced it was quittiing 
the commission. 

Icelandic Commissioner Gudmunder Eriksson 
said the decision had been taken with 
regret but he claimed the Commission was 
out of touch with "environmental trends". 
Iceland has not immediately committed 
itself to restart whale hunting and says 
they have rio pi ans to take any of the 
mammals for scientific research. 



E>RESS RELEASE 
SEA SHEPHERD U . K . 


SEA SHEPHERD DECLARES WAR ON WHALERS 

With Norway's totally unacceptable 
decision to with draw from the I.W.C. and 
resume commercial whaling, the Sea 
Shepherd Society declares it will regard 
the Eastern North Sea as a SECOND FRONT 
for it's campaigns against exploitation 
of marine resources and will take 
whatever actions necessary for to protect 
marine mammals. Sea Shepherd would like 
to remind Norway of what happened to half 
of the Icelandic whaling fleet in 
Reykjavik on November 9th 1986: half of 
their fleet was scuttled. 

On Sunday 28th, June 1992 Sea Shepherd 
Staged a protest at the Norwegian 
Embassy, London. This will be just the 
beginning of a campaign that Sea Shepherd 
will keep up until Norway retracts it's 
decision. 

SEA SHEPHERD CONSERVATION SOCIETY U.K. 

Box 5, Ashford, Middlesex, TW15 2PY 


Mr. Johann Sigurjonson, head of the 
Icelandic delegation, said Iceland was 
leaving the IWC because it was “an 
organization which restricted rather than 
regulated hunting". Whatever that means? 


We might well ask why Iceland and Norway 
are now forming a new organization with 
Greenland and our old friends the 
Faroese? Watch out for the North 
Atlantic Marine Mammal Commission. They 
plan to grant licences and quotas for the 
commercial exploitation of whales. 

And guess who is hosting next years IWC 
conference? Japan, the third nation 
pressing for the moratorium to be lifted 
and the largest whaling nation. 




WE KNOW YOU’VE ALREADY HEARD 
IT, BUT IN CASE YOU FORGOT, 
HERES A LITTLE DIRT ON DRIFT 
NETS: 

High-seas drift nets, usually 
50 km in length, do not 
discriminate between target 
species, mainly squid, and 
other species. The non-target 
species are called "bycatch 
and includes northern right 
whale dolphin, Dali’s porpoise, 
northern fur seal, striped 
dolphin, pelagic hammer-head, 
various shark species such as 
the black-footed albatross, . 
laysan albatross and tufted 
puffin. 


The main Pacific drift net 
fishery, aimed at neon or 
"flying" squid, is responsible 
for an annual bycatch mortal i ty 
of an estimated 800,000 sea 
birds and 120,000 marine 
mammals. 

In 1960, driftnet fleets stole 
35 million tons from the Seas. 
Every year since, technology 
and greed have conspired to 
increase the kill. In 1990 
alone, 95 million tons of 
marine mammals, birds and fish 
were lost to the killer nets. 





For those oceanic crimina.Cs 
caught in the act, it is the 
realization of their worst 
nightmares . 

Imagine the position of a 
pirate whaler, outlaw 
driftnetters or a criminal 
operator of a dolphin killing 
tuna boat. It is an 
intimidating sight to look up 
from their blood-and-gore 
encrusted decks to see seven 
hundred torts of avenging steel 
heading towards them. 

The fear rises in their throats 
and raises the hackles on the 
backs of their necks as they 
hear the shriek of steel 
cutting through steel and feel 
the shudder of their ship 
heeling over, the roar of the 
water pouring through a ripped 
hull. 

Perhaps a different line of 
work is in order. 



Drawings by Peter Bravler. 


AN OH-SO-BRIEF HISTORY OF THE SEA 
SHEPHERD CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

In the late 70’ s, Greenpeace’s seal 
campaign was in full swing. Paul Watson, 
one of the groups founders, found himself 
face to face with a hunter, club raised, 
ready to bludgeon a white coat. Watson 
grabbed the club from the sealers hand 
and threw it into the icy waters. This 
direct action was deemed too violent for 
Greenpeace’s taste, and Watson left the 
organization to start a group with a 
different take on conservation. 

In 1979, the Sea Shepherd Society was 
founded. Initial funding for the Society 
was provided by grants from the Fund for 
Animals (NY) and the Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
(U.K.). 

WE ARE NEITHER AN EDUCATION 
ORGANIZATION NOR A LOBBYING GROUP. Since 
its inception, the Sea Shepherd Society 
has been aggressively committed to saving 
marine wildlife through direct action, 
without sustaining or causing a single 
injury or death. 

At this writing, the Society has two 
ships. The EDWARD ABBEY is a 95 foot ex- 
Coast Guard cutter, registered in the 
U.S.A. The SEA SHEPHERD II is a 187- 
foot British registered trawler. Both 
vessels are crewed by volunteers. 
Following is a list of the more 
celebrated victories of the Sea Shepherd 
crews over the past thirteen years. 

* 1979, The SEA SHEPHERD rams through ice 
floes for four days and against all 
odds, becomes the first ship to protect 
new born harp seals from an early death 
by spraying thousands of them with a 
red dye that rendered thei r fur 
unusable for 

fashion trade. 

* 1979 The SEA SHEPHERD hunts down the 
SIERRA - a notorious pirate whaling 
ship. The SEA SHEPHERD rams the SIERRA 
twice, causing no injuries to crew, but 
serious damages to the pirate vessel. 
Lloyd’s of London underwriters cancel 
her insurance and refuse to pay damages 
on an act of sabotage. 

* 1979 International publ ici ty over 

the ramming of the Sierra motivates the 
arrest of the pirate whalers SUSAN and 
THERESA in South Africa. In a fitting 
finale to their murderous careers, the 
South African Navy, ( Hey, everybody’s 
politically correct once in a while), 
used both vessels for target practice. 

* 1980 After being repaired in Lisbon, 
the SIERRA receives another blow for 
aquatic life and sinks to a watery 
grave. 

* 1980 The ISBA I and ISBA II find 
themselves at the bottom of the Spanish 
harbor Vigo. The ships, killing for 
the Juan Masso whaling company, had met 
their legal "quota" of fin whales and 
did not want to stop. 

* 1983 SEA SHEPHERD blockaded the 
sealing fleet in Newfoundland. 

* 1985 SEA SHEPHERD disrupts the 
killing of pilot whales in the Danish 
Faroe Islands. 

* 1986 Two crew members sink half the 
Icelandic whaling fleet in Reykjavik 
harbor. On their way out of town, they 
sabotage the whale processing plant. 

* 1990 The SEA SHEPHERD rams two 
Japanese drift netters in the North 
Pacific. 

* 1991 The SEA SHEPHERD rams the JIN Y 
SHIANG off the coast of Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

* 1991 SEA SHEPHERD rams Mexican purse 
seiner TUNGUI. 

* 1991 A group of Native Americans 
charter the SEA SHEPHERD and from the 
ship, launch an occupation of the SANTA 
MARIA replica. 

* 1992 The SEA SHEPHERD II and the 
EDWARD ABBEY track down Costa Rican 
fishermen illegally long lining and 
finning shark, (cutting their dorsal 
fins off). The two ships, working in 
unison for the first time, chased them 
out of a conservation zone. 

* 1992 See page one of The Wall. 


This Blank Wall was produced by environmentally 
disturbed Sea Shepherd crew members and volunteers. 



Activist funding 


continued from page 16 
person. 

Journal: Many activists may feel hesitant to 
ask for money. How do you get past that self- 
consciousness? 

Syndee: It's important to engage people in a 
genuine way, not in the mundane. In our culture, 
the introductory exchange seems to be "What do 
you do?" Most Americans seem to categorize 
themselves for what they do by what their jobs 
are and that's how they define themselves. I 
choose not to use any of that dialogue with other 
humans. My question to people is "What's your 
story?" or "Share some of your stories with me." 


A lot of people, if they're not of our bend, 
will say, "Well, what do you mean?" I'll say, "I'd 
like to hear about your life stories." Often people 
are initially taken aback. I continue by saying, 
"What do you enjoy doing? What gives your life 
meaning?" Approaching people that way instead 
of with "What do you do?"avoids hearing people 
initially talk about their damn jobs. We can 
immediately connect. 

After 10 or 15 minutes, I'm much more 
comfortable asking for money and people are 
much more comfortable in supporting me be- 
cause they feel like they know me. And then they 
ask me, "What do you do?" And I always ask, "Do 
you want to hear the two-minute version or the 
heart version?" And 99% of the time people will 
say, "The heart version." I do not have a defined 
dialogue. It depends on my intuitive sense about 
the person. 

For a person who's fairly mainstream, 
with no dirt under their fingernails, I don't use 
earth radical terminology. In contrast, with some- 
one I think has more leaning and sensitivity to 
earth activism, I talk much more openly about 
what I do. Again, it's important to be very clear 
about what I do. I hook in to what the the person 
has shared with me. For instance, if that person 
has mentioned that they have children, I will talk 
about the work I do with children. 

Journal : When and how do you say, "Okay, I 
want your money." 

Syndee: I use my intuition to decide when to 
bring it up specifically. The words themselves 
vary from person to person, and I can't stress that 
enough. I may say something like, "The basic 
pledge I am looking for is one dollar a month. 
How does that sound to you?" That's a pretty 
classic approach. I say it with different adjectives 
and using a different amount if I sense the person 


has a lot of money or a lot of connections, say $ 10 
a month or $ 100 a month. If the person had a lot 
of flashy diamonds — I wouldn't say a dollar a 
month; that person would laugh at me. I'd say 
$100 a month. 

Journal: Have you succeeded in getting such a 
large pledge? 

Syndee: I've been being this direct for about four 
months. I've gotten two donations of $100 a 
month. Other times I've gotten $25-50 a month. 

Journal: It's important to recognize the advan- 
tages you have because you travel and give 
workshops. You have many more contacts 


with substantial incomes than most activists. 
Excluding the people you've met in that con- 
text, how successful have you been? 

Syndee: Outside of workshops or conferences, 
I've asked for at least $ 12 from 40 or 50 people in 
the last three months or so. Only one has said no. 

I've been so successful that right now I 
have probably four or five times the income I 
need, I try to keep a bit in my checking account, 
which is all I have, but anything beyond that I 
give away. I come right out and say that I use my 
monthly sponsorships to support other full-time 
activists. 

Journal: Suppose I'm raising this money for 
my work protecting old-growth forests in the 
northwest. Let's say I live in a city. Apparently, 
increasing the number of people that an activ- 
ist knows is critical. How do I do that? 

Syndee: Go everywhere that you see that there 
are masses of people. Concerts. Fairs. It's often 
too expensive to get a booth inside a fair, but you 
can sit outside the gates. I know very few of us 
shop at big grocery stores, but it may be worth our 
while to get to know the managers to get permis- 
sion to set up a table with our issue outside 
grocery stores. Where are the lines of people? 
That's where you need to go. 

Journal: How do you respond to people who 
say they already contribute to non-profit envi- 
ronmental groups? 

Syndee: We need to give credibility to the idea 
that the work of one person is important. We 
have to be confident in clarifying this. I explain 
that for each dollar they give me, a much greater 
percentage of it goes to support activism than if 
it were given to an organization. An activist 
doesn't have much administrative overhead. 


That's an important point to emphasize. 

Journal: What advice do you have for an 
activist who is so busy that finding the time 
and energy to raise money is difficult? 

Syndee: Look for "angels," people that are con- 
tacts out there who know of your work, and 
specifically ask them to raise a monetary amount 
for us. There are a couple of people who are doing 
that for me. They recruit other sponsorships for 
me. 

Journal: Can you give some advice on getting 
past one's assumptions about howpeople look, 
and assuming they won't contribute? 

Syndee: When I share stories with another per- 
son, I'm not thinking, "I'm going to get your 
money." It's "I have an opportunity to facilitate 
awareness in this person's life." As much as I 
want to be the person who facilitates the change, 
I know that it's maybe someone who interacts 
with this person ten people later that is going to 
trigger a change in outlook. I can't just roll my 
eyes at someone with a tie or nail polish and 
shaved legs; I don't say that uniform that you 
wear is the system I'm trying to overthrow so 
therefore I can't reach you. It's important to 
remember that I too used to live with not much 
awareness at some stage of my life. That helps me 
keep perspective. 

Syndee Brinkman invites individuals to contact her 
for advice. Write to her at P.O.Box 309, Washington, 
VA 22747-0309 or call (202) 310-3361; Econet : 
sbrinkman. 


Rendezvous Diary 

continued from page 16 

help but be impressed with how we are maturing 
as a tribe, learning different ways to change 
within our community. I'm thinking in particu- 
lar about the music scene this year. There was a 
desire to do more tribal music: drumming, sing- 
along, anyone-who-wants-sing-a-song kinds of 
stuff. A few years ago it would have taken form 
as "trash-the-musicians," the men-with-guitars 
attitude. We are all learning to unravel our social 
training so we can honor without idolizing the 
important roles the musicians have in our com- 
munity: bard, storyteller, recorder of our collec- 
tive history and perceptions. That's a great scene. 
So is the let's-all-make-music-together scene. Let's 
have it all and find ways for everyone to be a part. 

It seems worth our contemplating how 
our always being adversarial in our political work 
affects how we interact with each other. We are 
finding, and all responsiblef or finding, new ways 
besides the "factionalize and attack" mode which 
has been our primary gig for a while. Not that it 
hasn't been effective and tons of fun, mind you, 
but it sure warms my heart to see us working on 
changing with each other, rather than against 
each other. Aren't we growing up nicely? 

BEVERLY AGAIN: We drummed together, indis- 
tinguishable, the beat coming out of us in one 
unified driving sound. Primal rhythms arose 
from our unconscious, our mammal selves pound- 
ing our paws fiercely. Naked howling bodies 
danced and pulsated around the campfire. It had 
been dark for hours, but I felt more fresh than 
when I started at dusk. I drummed because I had 
to, because I couldn't resist the beat, the beat of 
the planet flowing through us. We raised energy, 
honored our aliveness, recharged ourselves in the 
dark and the blasting heat of the fire, moved our 
bodies and hearts and souls in celebration of our 
commitment to Mother Earth. 



Page 23 Earth First! Lughnasadh 1992 



Storms to watch out for 
in British Columbia 


continued from page 1 
for B.C. Rainforest."' Logging equip- 
ment owned by Fletcher Challenge 
was damaged in the Walbran Valley 
on Vancouver Island last May. Accor- 



ding d 
to a ^ 
spokes- 
man for 
F C 
"We'll do 
what we 
view as neces- 
sary to protect 
the safety of our 
employees and 
the security of our 
company property." 

Another industry rep- 
resentative called the 
threat "terrorism." 

Tens of thousands 
of dollars worth of equip- 
ment has been damaged and 
trees have also been spiked. 
Another article in the same edi- 
tion of the Vancouver Sun quotes 
an EFler as saying: "Tree-spiking to 
me... is a way of innoculating the 
forest against a disease...clear-cut- 
ting." 

To quote extensively from a 
Vancouver EF! press release: 

"...our campaign is off to a 
marvelous start. With the increase 
in security costs due to the fear of so- 
called 'terrorism' the multinational 


that this campaign of direct action 
is by no means limited to August 3. 
This date is simply a catalyst for a 
continued effort directed at corpo- 
rate slime, which will continue as 
long as is necessary. 

"It should also be made very 
clear that the real terrorists are 
the corporations and the indi- 
viduals who head these cor- 
porations who are destroy- 
ing beautiful living eco- 
systems. The real crimi- 
nals are those who are 
decimating the last of 
the old growth wil- 
derness areas." 

From 
Vancouver EFI's 
Action Alert: 
"The time to 
act is now! 
Organize 
yourself, 
your 
fencR 
and 


Earth 
rapers 
are con- 
tinuing to 
increase 
their costs of 
doing busi- 
ness, further 
driving their 
profits lower. This 
can only be seen as 
a positive step toward 
their eventual elimina- 
tion from our rainfor- 
ests. 

"Representatives 
from Vancouver Earth First! 
recently attended the annual 
Earth First! gathering, the 
Round River Rendezvous, held in 
Colorado June 28-July 4. Intensive 
networking took place and we are 
pleased to announce that radical 
environmentalists from six coun- 
tries and numerous states will be 
targeting MacMillan Bloedel and 
Fletcher Challenge offices and sub- 
sidiaries. It should be made clear 
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your local direct action group. Check 
out what the most appropriate tar- 
get is. Figure out what the best 
tactics would be. Office occupa- 
tion? Guerilla theater? Blockade? 
Banner hanging? Demonstrations? 
Or something more direct? There 
are many options; the choices are 
limited only by your imagination. 

"Once you've figured out 
what you're doing, if it's appropri- 
ate to let us know beforehand, 
please do. We would like to pub- 
licize your community as tak- 
ing part in the International 
Day of Action when we do 
our media work. Afterwards 
would be nice too — send 
us clippings, photos, etc. 
"Well folks, enjoy 
our information 
packet. Be safe. Be 
strong. Give 'em 
hell! Earth First!" 



To receive Van- 
couver Earth 
First! 's 


in- 


formation 
packet, 
w r i te 
to: 


Vancouver EF!,Box21521, 1850Com- 
mercial Drive, Vancouver, B.C. V5N 
4AO Canada, or fax: 253-3073. 


Private Idaho 


continued from page 1 
start up again at any time. Recon- 
naissance teams are on patrol 24 
hours a day. 

Concurrent with the road 
stoppage, a group of EFIers is plan- 
ning a protest trek from the site to 
Missoula, Montana. Departing on 
Saturday, July 25, the 160-mile jour- 
ney, mostly through Wilderness, will 
terminate in Missoula on Mohday, 
August 1 7, Wild Rockies Wilderness 
Day. Coordinated demonstrations 
around the. world are also planned 
for this date. 

The area to be roaded is per- 
fect old-growth corridor land, and 
includes habitat for wolf, wolverine 
and pine marten. In addition, silt 
and other debris would threaten the 
Chinook salmon, recently placed on 
the threatened species list. This 
listing may be why the Freddies 
have stopped construction for the 
timebeing. Also, Wild Rockies EFiers 
feel strongly that our mere presence 
here is acting as a deterrent. We 
plan to maintain that pressure by 
staying in the forest as long as nec- 
essary. We need as many people as 
possible throughout the season to 
come and maintain the blockade, 
so show up in droves. 


And that's all the facts you 
need, you activists with naught to 
do this summer. Come to beautiful, 
truly wild, central Idaho and join in 
the fun! Your nutritional needs will 
be met, since a permanent kitchen 
is providing two square meals daily 
for all activists involved in the 
project. Catfish and Thunder are 
turning out some fine cuisine in- 
deed. Donations of bulk food are 
welcome, but we don't want your 
money. Warm sunny days end 
around 10:00 p.m. and nightly tem- 
peratures can get down into the 
high 30s, so a sleeping bag is essen- 
tial. Bring whatever items of a per- 
sonal nature you require, including 
food for the long march if you would 
like to walk a segment of it. 

If you take the time to look 
at an AAA map of the West, you'll 
find this huge open space right 
smack in the middle of the Rockies 
in Idaho. For the time being, let's 
fill that space with EFiers commit- 
ted to preventing the planned build- 
ing of 140 miles of new road. We 
need to stop 'em before they build 
the road, so they'll never even get to 
the trees! 

For further information, call 
(406) 721-4255. 



The Wild Rockies crew, et. al., shows pride in a job well done. At press time, 
there was no word from the Freddies about the availability of Freddy caps for 
the recently commissioned EFiers. 


Of Owls and Men 


continued from page 1 1 

Dead creatures everywhere... 

"roadkill." 

A couple of days later I would be gut- 
ting a caribou that had been dropped 
from a panicked herd running in circles. 
It seemed to me that shooting caribou 
had been a lot like shooting at a herd of 
cows. As we carried the caribou to the 
car, we had to duck and hide in the 
rocks as some hunters on the mountain 
above us shot at the herd in perfect line 
with our position. 

When will this juggernaut so ironi- 
cally called "mankind" cease its de- 
struction? It is as though we human 
beings are but an eloquent plague, 
an AIDS virus to life itself on earth. 
Is there no stopping the relentless 
growth of population, which makes 
our lives ever more crowded, des- 
perate, frenetic and unfree? Will we 
do anything for money? Will we 
destroy the birds, the forests, ani- 
mals, insects, fish, jungles, rivers, 
mountains, canyons, deserts, 
oceans, everything — even the sky? 
Is there no stopping the greed and 
ignorance that are consciously per- 


petuated and fueled by the Church 
of Money? Do we believe in any- 
thing at all? 

Do not think. Do not really 
struggle with the great mystery of 
what it means to be alive. Let us not 
contemplate the unutterable beauty 
of the extraordinary life around us 
in the temple that is the planet 
called Earth. It's impossible to un- 
derstand anyway.. .."Wipe your ass 
on a spotted owl." 

A few days later the rifle-kid jumped 
out of the car and "shot a black bear as 
it crossed the road. I peeled the skin off 
the bear's paws and off the ears and 
from around the nose and eyes of the 
skull as though I had done it a thou- 
sand times. I felt so proud, so tough, so 
grown up. When we were done, we 
dragged its carcass into a ditch out of 
sight from the road. As I turned to 
leave, I glanced down at that grotesque, 
furless image in the dirt. It looked 
remarkably like a human being. 

Reprinted by permission of author, 
Chico News and Review, January 3, 
1991. 


Photo by Erik Ryberg 



Owyhee, cont. 

Trail in 1988 after joy-riding pilots 
from Kingsley Field, a unit of the Or 


Big Cypress, cont. 

Overpasses have been constructed 
at two points to allow panthers to 


Earth First! Savage River 
Campaign Underway in 


National Guard, had illegally vio- go under the road. A rest area with 
lated their air space, frightening the turnaround is planned from mile 
Still's horses. (Charlotte got a bro- marker 38. No other access ramps 
ken back, collarbone and rib; Cole, or other facilities were evident. Rec- 

a fractured skull). reational development of the access Y 2.^ lie Works, and activists can inter- 

Idaho and the Air Force are points is on hold. e ' ac , re aYa ^ e lver vene on the decision. If the timber 

currently cooperating on plans for a The NPS has yet to fully survey tat f^ ° j? St ' P ? f 6 m , e wes erD sales do not adequately protect 

150.000 acre aerial range in the the Collier Land addition or to de- P 3 *" 1 an e ° arY ar ) ' 1S Ye an ’ wildlife or fulfill other ecological 

Owyhee Canyonlands, a high velop a plan addressing habitat pro- ot er P arto * e ppa ac lanst a necessities, they can be prevented, 

desert plateau and canyon region tection for the panther. Activists 1S recovenn § r ^ m * e masslv e if the Board agrees. 

containing world-class whitewater must continue to put pressure on c earcut Jt in 8 w occurre There s the rub. The Board 

rapids, archaeological sites and these agencies regarding further en- arouia t fu*^ 0 ** e centur ^‘. consists of Governor Schaefer, the 

plentiful wildlife. The range in- croachment into Big Cypress. „ ow „ a e ores 1 ^ reac in 8 State Treasurer and the State Comp- 

cludes 58,700 acres that's proposed Reed Noss has proposed a base maturity, ac orus o lm er in troller. Enviros have had some past 

federal wilderness. Under a pro- plan for ecosystem restoration in ustry types are c aiming a 1 wi successes getting the Board to veto 

posed exchange by Governor Cecil Florida, with the Everglades and Big soon ^ ecome an eco ogica nig - some destructive timber sales, but 

Andrus, ID would acquire the land, Caress as core preserves linked by mare un ess swi ac ion is a en o many more failures. We will re- 
transfer it to the Idaho National wildlife corridors and buffer zones e ^ °rT T er r ,° search intervening at this level, and 

Guard, and the Guard would in to other core preserves upstate. The 4 e a ,^ Ura . pass on the information ASAP, 

turn let the Air Force use it for new natural water flow of the region u° U i C wL • J ame s ou er, im- A second technique, of course, 

composite wing fighters and needs to be restored, the dike er o yistsarepus mg o turn a is civil disobedience. Maryland has 

bombers. A practice bombing site around Lake Okeechobee, drainage ° s stat ® orests in o ™ er never had a demonstration in its 

will likely be placed between wil- canals and roads need to P antations. t e same ime ey State Forests before. Blockading 

are doing roads, sitting in trees and other ac- 

very little tions will raise the intensity of the 

to deal forest debate and get the message 

with the out through the media, 
real prob- This action will not be a garden 

lem facing party. There is a potential for vio- 
the state's lence from local loggers and police, 
wood However it will keep the issue of 
products state forest abuse in the public mind 

industry, where it belongs, and make the de- 
which is cision makers take a second look at 
the whole- what they're letting happen, 
sale de- We never fight so hard as for 

struction something we know and love, so in 
of the the interests of getting to know this 

state's area intimately a base camp in the 
timber state forest area will provide a place 
base. Over for activists to regroup and plan and 

7 0,0 00 direct this forest campaign. Several 

acres of locations are under review. The 

Maryland's camp may well be forced to move 
forest from time to time, so call before you 
have been come out. 

destroyed Please bring your basic camp- 

since ing supplies. Food supplies will be 
derness study areas and the pilots, be removed. *^85. u under the Stone Soup Policy: bring 

while not dropping live bombs, will Big Cypress Earth First! is . No ™ the D * R 1S steamrolling enough to share, and we'll all eat. 

conduct supersonic overflights at launching a campaign to stop all 1 rou § a P ar \ to P err ^' t Medical supplies are also wanted. 

10.000 ft. from the ground, drop- access into the Big Cypress Swamp clearcutting on 29,000 acres or 59% Contact Joe at (301) 779-1740 or 

ping chaff (hair-like aluminum- region from 1-75 to protect the eco- ofthe Savage River State Forest. The Ron at (301) 855-4241 to get on the 

coated fibers that deflect radar) and system from further fragmentation. P u 1C as een g Iven hs pro- orma alert list. 


HOWARD M. HILL, M.D., AN HISTORICAL REVIEW OF THE STATUS OF THE GAME 
AND FUR-BEARING MAMMALS OF THE SAN BERNARDINO VALLEY AND MOUNTAINS, 
San Bernardino County Museum Quarterly vol. 32, nos 3 & 4, Spring & 

Summer 1985. 


Here where the silly antelope outran its life 

and the grizzly who had no enemies was impaled on its own ferocity 

the coyote crow scrub jay and skunk are doing all right 
along with oppossum starling parrot and the evertasty filaree. 

Strangers adapt, some natives adapt to them. 

They say there's no place anywhere now for grizzlies in California 

but the black bear since '33, beaver since '45, keep quiet about it, 
survive. The gray squirrel has come down from the mountain. 


More fires, would be a help. 
— Dick Barney 


Maryland 


forum to express its opposition: 
each individual timber sale must be 
approved by the State Board of Pub- 


flares(used as missile decoys). Chaff We need your help. 


historically has been a major killer 
of fish and wildlife after they ingest 
the silica fibers. Flares cause wild- 
fires, and the effects such loud 
noises produce is well docu- 
mented. A similar bombing range, 
involving 15,000 flights from Mt. 
Home Air Force Base over the 
Smoky and Boulder Mountains — 
some as low as 100 feet — is pend- 
ing. 

Write Lt. Tom Bartol, Norton 
AFB, CA 92409-6884, and tell him 
Idahodoesn't need or want more 
needless wildlife deaths or ways to 
ruin its citizens' peace and quiet, let 
alone their property values and wa- 
ter supplies. Express concern to 
Gov. Andrus, Statehouse Mail, 
Boise, ID 83720. 

Read "Bravo 20: The bombing 
of the American West"(John 
Hopkins Univ., 1990), an excellent 
book on past and present military 
abuses. Also, the Fall 1991 Wilder- 
ness magazine article entitled 
"Ground Zero." 

With a S3 trillion plus defecit, 
a waning health care system and 
financially crippled educational in- 
stitutes, there are a lot of things our 
government should and must do if 
we are to stay a "strong and free" 
America. Ruining the environment 
isn't one of them!! 


Write to: Governor Chiles at 
The Capitol, Tallahassee, FL 32399- 
0001 or call him at (904) 488-4441 
or Senator Bob Graham at US Sen- 
ate, Washington DC 20510 phone: 
(202) 536-7293. 

To find out what else you can 
do to help, contact Big Cypress 
Earth First! 1938 Hollywood Blvd., 
2nd floor, Hollywood, FL 33020 
phone: (305) 921-5355. 
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Laguna Lockdown 
cont. 

continued from page 1 0 

An hour and a half later that 
rainy morning, Craig decided the 
point had been made. I produced 
the key and released him. 

The following Saturday, March 
7, Orange County Earth Firstiers 
participated in the city of Laguna 
Beach's Founder's Day Parade. We 
were well received. There was only 
one thumbs down that I could see; 
many more praises and thanks. 
Members of the crowd presented us 
with inspirational buttons and 
flowers. 

In this Southern California area, 
there are a number of battles that 
have to be won. In addition to the 
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Mountain Lion project, the Bolsa 
Chica Wetlands, the Foothills of 
Orange County, Laguna Canyon, a 
14,000 square foot Chancellor's 
Residence to be built right on Cali- 
fornia Gnatcatcher Habitat. . . the list 
goes on and on. For myself, I wish 
to see the land I love and cherish 
preserved for future generations. I 
can remember a number of years 
ago tracking deer, coyote and bob- 
cat that ran freely just a short bike 
ride from where I now live. How- 
ever, anyone comingback to Orange 
County that has not been here for 
the last twenty-five years would not 
recognize much of this area. This is 
why we remain here, in defense of 
Mother Earth. She deserves it. It's 
Her right. It's our obligation... to 
Mother Earth! EARTH FIRST! 

Michael Scott is a 32-year-old single 
parent of two, a resident of Costa Mesa, 
California and sick of developers. 
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Canada to Limit Seal Popu- 
lations — With Birth Control 


By DaveJ. 

Yes folks, those goddam crit- 
ters are at it again! As if it isn't bad 
enough that that pesky owl is 
bringing this country's timber in- 
dustry to its knees, we now have the 
Canadian Atlantic fishing fleets 
facing imminent collapse due to — 
you guessed it, seals. 

The federal Canadian govern- 
ment recently announced it might 
be necessary to kill 510,000 harp 
seals to preserve Northern Cod 
stocks. Choosing completely to ig- 
nore the real factors which are in- 
exorably propelling the fish species 
to commercial extinction, all the 
blame is being conveniently 
dumped on the natural predators of 
the fishery. Increased fishing ca- 
pacity, destructive fishing tech- 
nologies, ignorance of marine eco- 
systems, declining fish stocks, and 
widespread corruption of existing 
regulatory bodies, coupled with the 
arrogance that one can still "man- 
age" individual species of fish do 
not seem to figure in the 
government's decision making pro- 
cesses. Nor does the fact that the 
seals have had major wars waged 
against them, and their numbers 
are a fragment of pre exploitation 
levels. 

Whilst there is nothing new in 
making other species the scapegoat 


for our own destructive impacts on 
the natural world, a particularly sick 
piece of research that buys into this 
mindset has recently come to light. 
It is totally accepting of the bullshit 
science and specious argument that 
Canada's seals are multiplying rap- 
idly since the end of the mass cull- 
ing, and thus posing a major threat 
to the survival of the fishing in- 
dustry. It is also based on the belief 
that growing seal populations are 
responsible for an increase in 
sealworm infestation of fish stocks. 
No reliable evidence exists to vali- 
date either claim. 

The research program is called 
the Sealworm Intervention 
Project(SWIP). It is a collaboration 
of federal and Dalhousie University 
scientists. Their $ 1-million plus 
project seeks to perfect a form of 
animal abuse developed in 1983 to 
innoculate farm animals, and more 
recently used on diseased elk in 
Wyoming and antelopes and wilde- 
beests in South Africa. The aim is to 
develop a three way biodegradable 
"bullet" which can be fired into the 
flesh of tens of thousands of grey 
seals when they visit Sable Island to 
mate in the winter. The bullets 
would contain a timed release, 
freeze-dried contraceptive that 
would prevent pregnancy for two or 
three years, a freeze-dried anti- 
worm vaccine that would include a 
timed-released booster shot, and 


another timed released drug to kill 
worms already in the animals. The 
seal aquarium at Dalhousie is 
known to be carrying out vivisec- 
tion on at least 8 harbour seals to 
this end. The name of the labora- 
tory manager is John Young. Don 
Bowen, a researcher with the De- 
partment of Fisheries and Oceans 
and the Bedford Institute of Ocean- 
ography, is also involved. 

Whilst those working within 
the SWIP project state their inten- 
tion as finding an alternative to the 
use of the bullet to control seal 
numbers, it is obvious that their 
research is totally predicated on the 
anthropocentric and speciesist idea 
that we have a right to fuck with the 
seals' natural processes. Who cares 
how many fish they eat, or what 
parasites they are carrying. They 
have a right to live uninterfered 
with by humans, and to have a 
chance at recovering from the mas- 
sacres we have unleashed on them. 
The Canadian government and the 
SWIP people would be far better 
researching contraceptive bullets 
that could be fired at human beings, 
and trying them on themselves. 

Background info available in a re- 
port called "The Philosophy and 
Environmental Politics of Seal Pro- 
grams," from Green Web, R.R.3 
Saltsprings, Nova Scotia, Canada 
BOK 1P0 


A Settlement With Nature 


By Georege French 

Most people are unaware of the 
ecological and social crisis con- 
fronting the way we live and think 
in the West. We daily exterminate 
in excess of 140 life forms as we 
endeavour to transform tropical 
rainforest into trash like chipboard, 
beefburgers and toilet seats. The 
atrocity of contemporary species 
and cultural extinction makes the 
grand sins of the past, like the ho- 
locaust, Hiroshima and Vietnam, 
appear as minor misdemeanours on 
the road to good intentions. The 
human species is at war with nature 
and means to bring about its painful 
death. 

This daily round of slaughter 
demands a solution that resolves, in 
the deepest sense, our schism with 
nature. Putting Earth First is to 
embrace a post-modernist and post- 
environmentalist notion of the 
'good life.' We must abandon ex- 
isting ideological frameworks and 
turn to confront the final frontier of 
non-dualistic nature, species lib- 
eration and the moral standing of 
trees. 

Ecocen tries reject the domi- 
nant paradigm encapsulated in the 
Western world view. This version of 
reality is held together by patriar- 
chy, speciesism, privatisation of 
gaia and the belief in value free 
knowledge. The ecocentric vision is 
an earthly 'Kingdom of Ends' hav- 
ing nothing in common with what 
has gone before. 

A settlement with nature is 
realised when humans acknowl- 
edge a fundamental duty to: Live a 
form of life that results in diversity 
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of ecosystems, species and cultures, 
live a form of life that secures intra 
and inter-generational equity; and 
live a form of life that generates the 
Biopsychic well-being of all species. 

To satisfy and make real these 
Earth First definitions of the 'good 
life' humans must accept nature's 
decree that we live a form of life 
circumscribed by global reforesta- 
tion and future primitivism. Taken 
together, these primal policy pre- 
scriptions provide 
the material condi- 
tions in which hu- 
mans can satisfy 
their duty to diver- 
sity, equity and 
well-being. Global 
reforestation results 
in an infinitely sus- 
tainable age of 
plenty. The future 
primitive citizen 
lives in a re-en- 
chanted world of 
tree centered cul- 
tures. 

Global refores- 
tation is truly the 
panacea to our eco- 
logical crisis. This 
would include the 
urgent transforma- 
tion of Britain into a temperate wet 
forest ecosystem with over 80 per- 
cent tree cover. Trees are the real 
wealth of nations because they can 
supply the basic needs of the hu- 
man population on an authenti- 
cally sustainable basis. 

Non-violent tree cropping 
provides higher yields per acre than 
any other source of food. Through 


reforestation we can grow our own 
energy, chemicals, fibres, medi- 
cines and building materials. For- 
ests counter global warming and 
ozone depletion. They check soil 
erosion while providing shade and 
windbreaks. The forest ecosystem is 
one of the most diverse and aes- 
thetically exhilarating. 

The reversal of environmental 
degradation in Britain begins with 
the planting of 25 billion trees. 

A settle- 
ment with 
nature also 
prescribes 
that hu- 
mans must 
go future 
primitive 
and politi- 
cally re- 
cycle Brit- 
ain into a 
multitude 
of autono- 
mous for- 
est-based 
communi- 
ties. Liber- 
ated nature, 
rich with 

photo by Dwight Metzger ^ 

of a fecund 
earth, provides everything needed 
in a society based on being, not 
having. The supporting infrastruc- 
ture of this ecocentric utopia is best 
described wood-age affluence. It 
employs biological forces and 
modes of production and consump- 
tion. 

continued on page 29 
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Grazing 
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layer of soil creating the "hardpan" 
effect, which reduces water infiltra- 
tion and diminishes groundwater 
supplies. Cattle break up and scat- 
ter the protective pebblestone, or- 
ganic litter, and lichen surface lay- 
ers, exposing bare soil to erosion. 
The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) estimates that live- 
stock grazing on public lands ac- 
counts for 28 percent of the annual 
sediment production in the West, 
second only to croplands in total 
sediment production. 

Water 

Cattle grazing in streams and 
riparian areas cause water quality 
and quantity to decrease dramati- 
cally. But even if livestock were 
barred from all riparian areas on the 
western rangelands, streams would 
still suffer from the tremendous 
amount of sediment resulting from 
loss of the 'living skin 'of the desert 
soil and organic matter. 

Riparian areas include wet- 
lands and lands adjacent to creeks, 
streams, lakes and rivers where 
vegetation is strongly influenced by 
the presence of water. The diversity 
of plant life in a healthy riparian 
area serves several purposes. Cot- 
tonwoods, willows and woody and 
herbaceous plants provide both 
habitat for birds and small animals 
and fish. In addition, these riparian 
areas provide a protective blanket 
against erosion by water, reduce 
evaporation, keep temperatures 
low in the soil and the water and 
create and maintain stable banks. 

Nearly all life is dependent on 
riparian areas on the high desert. 
Because they comprise less than one 
percent of the land base in the West, 
disturbances such as grazing dev- 
astates the wildlife and biological 
diversity. Livestock concentrate 
heavily around w T ater, in greater 
numbers and for longer periods 
than native grazers. Tramplingwid- 
ens streamsides and increases tem- 
perature, evaporation and turbid- 
ity. Resulting sediment suffocates 
incubating fish eggs and inundates 
aquatic insect habitat. It also fills 
the holes in streams and decreases 
rapids, thereby resulting in loss of 
fish habitat. Squawfish, carp and 
other "rough fish" which are more 
adapted to warmer waters with less 
oxygen crowd out the native cold- 
water fish such as trout. 

Because cattle will usually 
travel only a mile or two from water, 
"tanks" are often used to supply 
water to livestock. A tank can be 
anything from a galvanized metal 
trough to a mud-wallow scraped 
into the earth to a three acre rock 
and concrete structure. The area 
surrounding tanks has been termed 
a "sacrifice area" because almost all 
living things in this area are sacri- 
ficed to the cloven hooves. Few 
native animals are attracted to these 
sterile excrement-laden areas. 


Urine from livestock (about 20 
pounds per day per cow) contains 
ammonia, which is toxic to fish and 
other aquatic animals. Cow feces 
creates a state of overdose of nutri- 
ents in the water causing an over- 
population of algae. The eventual 
decomposition of algae uses up 
most of the available oxygen in the 
water, killing fish and other aerobic 
organisms. Livestock manure 
(about 50 pounds per day per cow) 
in streams is also responsible for the 
spread of giardiasis, salmonella, 
dysentery, anthrax, tapeworms, 
roundworms and pinworms in 
public lands watersheds. Cattle fe- 
ces has even been linked to a water- 
borne liver-kidney disease, 
leptospirosis, that has been killing 
hundreds of sea lions on the West 
Coast as well as infecting many hu- 
mans in some areas. Asking how 
many cattle you want grazing by a 
stream is like asking how many 
termites you want in your house. 

Native Wildlife 

Extermination of habitat 
means extermination of countless 
individual animals and ultimately 
of species. Most native animals 
have less food to eat, less cover in 
which to hide from predators, less 
vegetation in which to take shelter 
during extreme weather condi- 
tions, fewer places in which to mate 
and nest - less of almost everything 
they need to survive. The Burns 
BLM District in Oregon allots two 
hundred fifty-two million pounds 
of forage to livestock, while wildlife 
gets eight million pounds. 

Livestock are more susceptible 
to disease and parasites than native 
animals in the wild. Because of 
excessive concentrations of live- 
stock in the western public land, 
disease and parasites are often 
spread to wild animals, which don't 
receive the benefits of modern 
medicine that cattle do. Foot and 
mouth disease, spread by livestock, 
killed many thousands of deer in 
the west. 

Once numbering from 2-3 
million in the West before the ar- 
rival of livestock, bighorn sheep 
now have a population of 20-30 
thousand (1%). Although hunting, 
introduction of disease by domestic 
sheep and range development are 
significant factors in its decline, the 
bighorn's decrease in population is 
primarily due to depletion of its 
habitat and grasses by cattle. Were 
bighorn not so adept at surviving in 
areas too rugged for livestock, they 
would probably be extinct by now. 

Although you probably 
wouldn't know about it from talk- 
ing to the BLM, there is a great 
diversity of "non-game" native 
wildlife on the high desert and 
rangeland. What affects the health 
and habitat of bighorn, elk and 
other game animals affects these 
other species as well. Less recog- 
nized mammals, birds, amphibians, 
fish and insects such as lizards, 
snakes, bumblebees, egrets, bass, 
butterflies, toads, bats and tortoises 
are in trouble. The BLM's concern 
for these species only begins when 
they are classified as Threatened or 
Endangered under the Endangered 
Species Act. 

When the BLM determines 
that wildlife are "competing" for 
resources or otherwise "harming" 
livestock, Animal Damage Control 
(ADC) steps in to tip the scales even 
further for the cows. ADC is 


.charged with "the protection of 
American agriculture and other re- 
sources from damage caused by 
wildlife." Nationwide, ADC is re- 
sponsible for the slaughter of liter- 
ally millions of animals each year. 
In 1988 alone, ADC destroyed 
nearly 100,000 coyotes, 291 black 
bear, 1200 bobcat, 200 cougar, 
6000 fox, and over 3,000,000 black- 
birds. 

Dozens of wildland species are 
defined as either predators (meat 
eating animals big enough to kill 
cattle or sheep) or competitors 
(animals that eat grasses or leaves 
on shrubs that cattle might eat). In 
1988, 76,000 coyotes were killed as 
potential consumers of sheep and 
cattle, and 124,000 prairie dogs 
were slaughtered as competing con- 
sumers of grass. "Non-target spe- 
cies" including the golden eagle 
and the kit fox are often killed by 
the traps and poisons aimed at the 


"pests." The black-footed ferret, 
predator of the the prairie dog is one 
of the most endangered mammal 
species on Earth. The 1934 Depart- 
ment of Agriculture Yearbook de- 
fined the government's ultimate 
goal to be "total extermination of 
the coyote in the United States." 
This doesn't appear to have 
changed. 

Beyond its impact on indi- 
vidual species, the environmental 
consequences of predator control 
are far-reaching. Before 1972, car- 
casses laced with predator and ro- 
dent poisons were dumped indis- 
criminately across public and pri- 
vate lands. Predators of all kinds 
were affected, some pushed nearly 
to extinction. The deadly chain of 
poisons placed both the black- 
footed ferret and the wolverine on 
the endangered species list, and se- 
verely crippled populations of 
eagles, martens and prairie dogs. 
The wolf was nearly wiped out in all 
of the lower 48 states. While many 
of these species struggle to recover 
from the past activities of ADC, 
current activities continue to dis- 
rupt their lives and the habitat they 
depend on for their survival. Poison 
gas and cyanide capsules are still 
used on public land. 

Grazing Accessories 

A picture of the devastation of 
the Western rangeland would be 
incomplete without mention of 
grazing accessories such as fencing, 
roads, salt blocks, seeding -artificial 
means for "improving" the range- 
lands solely for livestock. 

The roads created for public 
lands livestock have devastated 
some of the wildest of our remain- 


ing wilderness. The total area of 
roads built for the benefit of live- 
stock grazing on public lands would 
cover an area approximately the 
area of Rhode Island and Delaware 
combined. Roads compact the soil, 
increase erosion and destroy plants. 
But more importantly they open up 
ecologically fragile areas to human 
entry and destructive activities in- 
cluding natural resource theft, 
dumping of garbage, reckless use of 
dirt bikes, snowmobiles, all terrain 
vehicles and grazing! 

Fences serve many purposes on 
the public lands. Some fences keep 
cattle out of riparian areas (good if 
they must be there at all), which 
forces them into more fragile areas 
(bad). Fences are there for cattle, 
not hikers, hunters, sightseers or 
native wildlife. The construction of 
fences often involves the removal’ 
of obstructing vegetation, excava- 
tion of topsoil, dislodging of rocks 


and sometimes dynamiting. Many 
roads are built solely to help in the 
construction and maintenance of 
fences. Fences restrict the free 
movement and prevent migration 
of many wild animals, especially 
pronghorns and bighorns, thus 
shrinking their territories and lim- 
iting access to necessary food, water 
and mating and hibernating areas. 
Pronghorns, coyotes and foxes be- 
come snared on fences or in the 
barbed wire litter and debris that is 
discarded. 

Salt blocks, a necessary part of 
livestock diet, are used by ranchers 
to entice the cattle into lesser 
grazed, more fragile areas. Hun- 
dreds of thousands of 50 pound 
blocks are scattered across the 
Western public lands. The area 
surrounding these blocks is another 
"sacrifice area" — not only being 
trampled but biologically sterilized 
by the presence of salt. 

The BLM tries to solve the 
problem of overgrazing by replant- 
ing with "tougher" exotic grasses 
such as crested wheatgrass, which is 
native to Asia. The heavy machin- 
ery used in seeding damages the soil 
layers, increasing erosion. What 
was once a diverse and complex 
ecosystem becomes a monoculture, 
providing forage for cattle. "There's 
nothing wrong with crested 
wheatgrass except that by itself it's 
about as biologically productive as a 
Safeway parking lot," claims Denzel 
Ferguson, co-author of Sacred Cows 
at the Public Trough. 

What You Can Do: 

Because livestock grazing has 
been practiced so extensively for 
the past 150 years, almost no pris- 



tine area remains. A few experi- 
ments in removing cattle from 
small areas show the capacity of the 
land to restore itself. US Fish and 
Wildlife staffer, Barry Reiswig, 
while manager of the Red Rock 
Lakes Wildlife Refuge in Montana, 
terminated five grazing permits. 
Shortly after cattle were removed, 
Reiswig says, "Willow began to 
come back to places we hadn't seen 
them in fifty years, and as a result of 
new nesting and foraging areas we 
got a big increase in songbirds. Bea- 
ver numbers also went up. The 
entire biological value of the refuge 
increased significantly." Merely re- 
ducing the number of cattle does 
not solve the problem. "Even if you 
have fewer cows, they just spend 
more time in the riparian areas do- 
ing the same amount of damage as 
if you had three or four times the 
number." 

Lynn Jacob's book, Waste of the 
West: Public Lands Ranching, the 
best overview of the livestock 
industry's stranglehold on public 
wildlands, deals not only with the 
ecological impacts of grazing but 
the political, economical and cul- 
tural impacts as well. Read it. It's 
excellent. $29, but worth it. Denzel 
and Nancy Ferguson's Sacred Cows 
at the Public Trough is also a first rate 
resource on grazing. 

Johanna Wald of the Natural 
Resources Defense Council has co- 
authored How Not to be Cowed, 
Livestock Grazing on the Public Lands: 
An Owner's Manual, which explains 
in detail how to deal with the BLM, 
get and use information on grazing 
decisions and land use plans, and 
how to file administrative appeals. 
Write NRDC, 71 Stevenson #1825, 
San Francisco CA 94105. 

Go see for yourself if this article 
is accurate. Take pictures. Adopt an 
allotment. Use the information in 
How Not to be Cowed to become an 
affected interest and write to the 
BLM or Forest Service about the 
range abuses which affect your en- 
joyment of an allotment. 

Lobby Congress. Most con- 
gressional concern on the issue has 
focused on the public land grazing 
fee. While the government 
shouldn't subsidize this environ- 
mental disaster, having the welfare 
ranchers pay to abuse the land is not 
a permanent solution. Domestic 
livestock have to be banned from 
our National Parks and Monu- 
ments, Wilderness Areas, Wild and 
Scenic Rivers and National Wildife 
Refuges. If they must remain on the 
public lands at all, they must be 
limited to protect and restore the 
environment. 

The boycott of beef from 
public lands involves refusing to eat 
beef that is grazed on public lands, 
asking restaurants and grocery 
stores to ensure their beef isn't 
killing public wildlife, and writing 
letters to large purchasers of beef 
appealing to their post-Earth-Day 
consciousness, reminding them 
that they can make a difference. 
Learn about the issue and talk to 
others about it. 

Prior to the presence of live- 
stock, the western lands were a 
functional and stable ecosystem, 
with great diversity of plant and 
animal life. Over a century and a 
half of grazing has crippled and 
compromised these lands to the 
extent that a fifth of them are effec- 
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Regional Roundup ^ 


Another Dam Action in Stumptown 


It just had to be done and after the activist 
conference seemed like the time to do it. 
Spawn-minded Stumptowners were at it again; 
bizarre, mind stimulating visual images, yes, 
you got it... media slavery! ("If only the media 
will cover it, one photo and we've done it!") 

And if sticks of dynamite dancing and 
singing on a dam isn't a brain kicking image, I 
don't know what is. The dynamite dancers, 
adorned with signs which read "Blow Me!" and 
"Free the Rivers," were accompanied by a four 
foot match and hungry photographers. 

The scene was the Bonneville Dam, one of 
eighteen dams in the Columbia River basin, and 
the first and most forbidding of the concrete 
clogs facing the upper Columbia salmon runs. 
The fish ladder at the Bonneville Dam looks like 
a biologist's bad joke and a cruel hoax to test the 
Salmon's adaptability to urban habitat. 

We have been to visit the Army Corpse 
before, twice at the dam and once downtown at 
HQ with the now legendary conga-dancing fish 
(R.I.P.). The dynamite had also appeared at a 
Northwest Power Planning Council's public 
hearing where a dynamite-dressed Karen Wood 
was told very politely by one of the council 
members, "Why sure you can testify. We want 
everyone's input." 

So it was, on a sunny day after the activist 
conference, we loaded up the dynamite and 
headed for the dam. Most of us were still weary 
from the series of meetings/parties/meetings. 
But even a nerve-jolting tire blow-out and the 
appearance of a real explosives transport vehicle 
on the highway did not deter us from our date 
with the all-in-one-god media. 

This being a weekday, the crowd at the 


visitors' center was predictably slow, but the 
cameras and the Corpse were there. We donned 
our barrels and after a few gratuitous pics at the 
front entrance, we went in. The uniformed 
Corpses were waiting for us. One Corpse em- 
ployee even obliged us by holding the match. 
Snap, advance, snap. We then charged through 
the building looking for a place to "set." A 
concrete kiosk on the roof would have to do. 
Huddle around the pillar, charges secured (duct- 
taped) in place, and... BOOM! 

The Corpse was not amused. After a quick 
chorus line on the fish ladder and a series of 
explosive jokes, we were out of there. 

It was then agreed to visit the HQ in down- 


town Stumptown. After feasting on soyburgers 
(after all this is Oregon) and picking up our 
portable dam (oxymoron), we converged on the 
familiar Forest Service Region 6 Headquarters/ 
Army Corpse of Engineers office building. To our 
surprise we discovered the offices had moved. 
We walked the four blocks to our new destination 
where the office doors faced a busy light rail 
station. 

The new bulding's security had been wait- 
ing since the move for us to show our scaly faces 
at the door. The door was locked on us, the dam 
unfurled, the dynamite was in place, and we 
demanded to see the general. Population Pat, 
abnormally quiet up until now, chose this mo- 
ment to approach the guards behind the glass to 
convince them that, "You can talk to me, I'm the 
reasonable one." 

Downtown commuters were subjected to an 
image of dynamite kicking down a dam. It was a 
blast! We'll be back. 



SouthPAW: Computer Geeks for Wilderness 


Over the past several months, SouthPAW's 
more geeky activists have spent long hours 
before their computers filing administrative ap- 
peals of timber sales on the Southern Appala- 
chian National Forests. Not fun work — but 
necessary. Here's what we've done and how 
they've reacted. 

Brownie filed eight appeals on the Pisgah 
and Nantahala. The White Oak Flats (Pisgah 
NF, Toecane RD) appeal was upheld on the 
grounds that cumulative effects had not been 
gauged. The seven other appeals were rejected 
by Randall Philips, deputy supervisor, and have 
all been reappealed to the Regional Forester in 
Atlanta. Randy's "logic" for rejecting the ap- 
peals was extremely narrow and weak. 

Rodney filed two appeals on the Cherokee 
in East Tennessee; one was immediately upheld. 
The other — the infamous Bog Turtle sale — has 
been rejected at both the Regional and the 
Federal levels. During recent trips to the field, 
Unaka SouthPAW folks have positively identi- 
fied a patch of large cranberry ( Vaccinium 
macTocapron ) not less than 35 feet from the 
planned road construction for this sale. V. 
macrocapron is listed as a state threatened species 
in Tennessee. There is a strong feeling that 
Crested Woodfern, sometimes called Crested 
Shield fern (Dryopteris cristata), listed as a state 
sensitive species, may occur within compart- 
ment 79 of the Watauga Ranger District. The 
Freds also came to the amazing (?) conclusion 
that the road building and clearcutting planned 
for this sale "protects and improves the habitat 
for black bear." 

SouthPAW halted planned herbiciding on 
401 acres on the Jefferson National Forest in 


Southern Virginia. Development plans elsewhere 
on the Jefferson have also been appealed. Two 
Appalachian Clubs and Jim Loesel's Citizens Task 
Force have intervened. The two trail clubs 
claimed Visual Quality Objectives and recreation 
opportunities would not be violated. Jim Loesel 
declared that speaking up for voiceless lifeforms is 



"blather." 

SouthPAW activists have been submitting 
comments for proposed logging, road construc- 
tion, and herbiciding projects in all the National 
Forests in the Southern Appalachians and else- 
where in the Southeast. By commenting on 
projects we hope to influence the Forest Service to 
deviate from their history of bashing our native 
forests and, gee whiz, maybe actually protect 
them. Pretty radical, huh? 

SouthPAW has developed an elaborate eco- 
logical proposal for the Pisgah and Nantahala 


National Forests. The management plan for 
these two forests is in a process of reanalysis. 
Unfortunately (but predictably), the Forest Ser- 
vice has not taken into account the three most 
serious threats to our native forest — forest frag- 
mentation, the long-term effects of atmospheric 
pollution and climatic warming. Because these 
threats were not considered, the new Forest Plan 
will surely fail to deal with them. 

SouthPAW's proposal takes a biocentric, 
bioregional view. As one might expect, it hum- 
bly advocates restoring vast areas of wild forest, 
closing roads, re-introducing wojves, cougar 
and elk, eliminating exotic species as well as 
taking measures to end acid rain, ozone poison- 
ing, and global warming. It elaborates the value 
of public forests as evolutionary preserves, life 
support systems, as well as bastions of sanity and 
joy. By golly, it's even got economic arguments 
in it, so even you humanist, capitalist pig dogs 
out there can support this! 

This proposal does need your support. If the 
Freddies don't hear from people, they can just 
pretend that an alternative does not exist and 
that the forests are doing fine. The SouthPAW 
alternative also serves as a great educational 
piece. It's technical but accessible; brings 
biocentrism to the layman. For copies, write 
Brownie Newman, Unicorn Hills Farm, Sunset, 
SC 29685. Also write letters supporting this 
Alternative. Send copies to Brownie too, and 
we'll present them en masse. And send $5 for 
postage and printing. It's 60 pages long. 

— Source: The dragon 
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The Next 
Generation 


We're in our teens and wanting to do some- 
thing useful for the Earth First! movement. What 
could we do? There's no way in hell we could 
participate in civil disobedience till we're older 
because if we get arrested it's all over for us! So we 
decided to form a newsletter (like a mini-Earth 
First! journal) for not only Earth Firstlers, but 
others so we can get the message out. 

After much consideration (about 5 minutes) 
we named our newsletter Western Wolves 
InfoLetter. In December, when we had our first 
meeting, it included three people. Now there are 
eight people ranging from writers to organizers. 
We still need more people though. 

I don't know if you'd call us laid back or not, 
but our first issue was originally to come out in 
January. Oh well. Our printer (my ex-girlfriend) 
bailed out on us (especially me) and we had no 
computer. We do now. 

Recently we got a good boost on our budget. 
Still, we are as poor as Donald Trump. We 
decided also to make our newsletter free. Our 
objective is to inform people, not constantly 
plead for money. We have just enough to get by. 

In March, I did a personality profile on an 
organizer for Orange County EF! in my journal- 
ism class. I'd say I made some kids interested, 
some seemed to somewhat envy EF! and some 
outright hated Earth First! and booed me. 1 don't 
care. They're going to be sorry someday 
anyways. 

If you'd like a free subscription to our news- 
letter, write to Western Wolves InfoLetter, 18032- 
C Lemon Drive #127, Yorba Linda, CA 92686. 
— Source: Mike Saltz Jr. 

Settlement With Nature, cont. 

munalism, the creation of small scale communi- 
ties is essential to counter the actually existing 
modernist dislocation of time and space. Tribal 
size communities make place rich in meaning 
and spread value thick on the world. Tribal size 
communities make the rights of past generations 
and the moral standing of trees comprehensible. 

Global reforestation and future primitivism 
result in a settlement with nature because our 
techno dystopia is replaced by a biological 
framework of mutual aid. Global reforestation 
ends forever the Malthusian notion of scarcity. 
Parish parliaments and participatory democracy 
will limit the scale of future grand sins and 
empire building. To comprehend the liberation 
of Britain as a temperate wet forest inhabited by 
tribal communities is to accept the post-modern- 
ist reality of ethical relativism and the multitude 
of ways of knowing nature. This future primitive 
scenario is a deep response and counter discourse 
to the modern crisis of legitimation and collapse 
in meaning. 

In wanting to turn the world upside down, 
facilitate a paradigm shift or enter a new 
ecocentric language game the west is no longer 
best. Our mentors are the worlds tribals while 
surviving cultures sustain the ecocentric archeol- 
ogy of knowledge so badly needed in the west. 
Tribals must be invited to Britain to see first hand 
the true extent of ecological and social degrada- 
tion resulting from millenia of exploitation and 
abuse. In ecocentric terms, Britain is certainly 
one of the world's poorest countries. The advice 
of tribals must be acted upon in the knowledge 
that the Earth's genetic ark belongs not to us but 
the galactic community. 

My final claim is that the ultimate 
ecoterraist act is the planting of a tree. Don't let 
the dominant ideology of the tree as pet, status 
symbol or merely dead wood mask its real po- 
tential as the vanguard force in creating diverse, 
equitable and liberating forms of life. As a po- 
litical act, tree planting is a metaphor and focus 
for the explicit future primitive demand of uni- 
lateral deindustrialisation. As a personal act, the 
planting of each tree is an affirmation that hu- 
mans can be a mutual aid to evolution rather 
than its terminator. 


Fund for Animals 
Accuses Griz 
"Recovery" 
Coordinator of 
Fudging Data 

On March 17, 1992, The Fund for Animals 
called on US Fish and Wildlife Service Director 
John Turner to dismiss Dr. Chris Servheen, Griz- 
zly Bear Recovery Coordinator of the FWS. The 
Fund has obtained evidence through Freedom of 
Information Act requests that Dr. Servheen in- 
flated grizzly bear mortality quotas. These in- 
flated quotas have been used by the state of 
Montana as an excuse to conduct annual grizzly 
bear hunts. The Fund has also requested that the 
Department of the Interior's Inspector General 
investigate wrongdoing by Servheen in his 
implementation of this program. 

These charges by the Fund came shortly 
after the US Humane Society cited Servheen with 
the inappropriate transfer of an adult female 
grizzly bear from Yellowstone National Park to a 
research laboratory at Washington State Univer- 
sity. 
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Sequoia doesn't let a bum leg affect her 
open and friendly attitude. At Mendicino 
j County Forest Advisory Committee meeting, 

J 250 timber goons were met by 250 of 
! Ecotopia's finest. For once, the Board of Super- 
visors felt safer with Earth First! in the room. 
The Committee has developed a select cut, j 
sustained yield plan which industry is trying to 
squash. EF! doesn't support the sustained yield 
plan, but it doesn't support vigilante violence 
by the timber industry either, hence our large | 
turnout. 


" I think if you told them that 
if you cut down all the trees 
they wouldn't have anything 
to print money on , they might stop. " 
— DAN KAHL, a senior in a 
Louisville, Kentucky high school 
who skipped school to participate 
in a National Day of Outrage 
protest against the 
Daniel Boon National Forest. 


Cascades Lynx 
ESA Petition 
Denied 

After months of dragging their feet, the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service finally gave their deci- 
sion on the Cascades Lynx Endangered Species 
Act Petition. The petition was denied on the 
grounds that there is no substantial evidence to 
support it. Greater Ecosystem Alliance, Friends of 
the Loomis Forest, and other petitioners agreed 
that the decision was political and warrants legal 
action. 

\9 

French Commandos Occupy 
Rainbow Warrior near Moruroa 
Atoll Nuclear Test Site 

Sydney, Mar 27 — Two dozen French comman- 
dos boarded the Greenpeace protest vessel 
"Rainbow Warrior" as it entered the 27-km 
territorial waters surrounding the French nuclear 
testing site at Moruroa Atoll in the South Pacific. 

A Greenpeace spokesperson in Auckland, 
New Zealand, said that RW Captain Juan Guittart 
of Spain had ignored French radio warnings to 
stop at the 27 km limit declaring "We are going to 
Moruroa to set up a Pacific Peace Base." The 
interntational boat crew, including Nikolai 
Vorontsov, former environmental minister of 
the now-disbanded Soviet Union, were placed 
under arrest on board. A few days later, all but a 
skeletal boat crew were deported. Greenpeace 
campaigner Stephanie Mills declared the mis- 
sion a success due to worldwide media attention. 

UPDATE 4/92: Nuclear Testing Moratorium 
Declared By Mitterand after Green Parties win 
seats in French election and force a socialist 
compromise. 

Yukon Aerial 
Wolf Kill 
Forestalled 

Protests in the Yukon Territory by 
thirty wolf protection, environmental, animal 
rights/animal welfare and political organiza- 
tions have succeeded in forestalling the pro- 
posed aerial wolf kill program, but on February 
10 the Ministry of Renewable Resources an- 
nounced that incentives would be offered to 
increase wolf trapping. The wolf Control 
program has been called to help increase the 
Aishihik caribou herd, partially at the request 
of the Aishihik First Nation. 

The pro-wolf groups have organized a 
tourist boycott of the Yukon, and the Interna- 
tional Society for Animal Rights said the boy- 
cott will continue. They oppose the persecu- 
tion and 

scapegoating of wolves, whether from the air 
or on the ground. 

The majority of tourists to the Yukon, 
other than hunters, are retired Winnebago 
types. To make the boycott most effective, we 
need to find ways to reach these individuals. 
Unfortunately, ads in Modem Maturity Maga- 
zine cost $51,200 for one sixth of a page. 

— Source: Lynn Manheim 
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More Shit/fer Brains... 


Continued from page 3 

would believe. We have the power NOT 
TO BUY THEIR STUFF. We have the 
STUFF, things we don't REALLY need, 
and buy good quality of the things we 
do need and keep those for a long time, 
then the mass-stuff producers wouldn't 
produce it 'cause nobody would buy it, 
and they couldn't buy their stuff, be- 
cause they wouldn’t have our money, 
and so on, up the money-making hill 
(yeah, all the way up the Capitol Hill) to 
the biggest Earth rapers. 

If that's not news to you, GREAT, 
join us, help spread the word to those 
who haven't seen how simple it really 
is! And really do it, don't buy that piece 
of STUFF. Help spread the word to the 
kids who you know are the biggest wast- 
ers and whose parents don’t get the EF! 
or other good newspapers (share yours 
with them! With your teacher!). Be an 
example. Do old-fashioned things like 
plant some of your own food, hang on 
to old STUFF if it's still good. Forget 
about fashions! Tell your class friends 
that your brain is inside your head, not 
in your inflatable sneakers (and your 
money's not in some rich earth rapers 
pocket!) 

So write to us. We'd like to hear 
from everybody, and get your ideas, and 
really get this thing going. It's FUN, and 
it's COOL, to help all creatures have a 
decent home. My friend Walkin' Jim 
says: Let's all get together and really 
start to care! And Cecilia Ostrow says: 
We have the power to make things 
right. That what KIDS is all about: really 
caring and doing something about it. 
JOIN US, PLEASE. 

So write to us to POB 885, Athens, 
GA 30601 and visit us if you ever come 
through! If you want an outward sign 
of becoming a KID for 
KONSERVATION, send $6 ($8 for large) 
for a KIDS T-shirt, and if you want to 
change your religion to the EARTH 
FIRST! religion, send $1 for a bumper 
sticker. (Only buy the T-shirt if you 
really need it!). KIDS is planning to 
planned to put out a Bulletin for kids 
with real action stuff in kidslanguage, 
and we hope you’ll help. 

—TRISTAN N.R. 

Dear friends, 

I think Billbob and Erik are the 
best things to ever happen to the Jour- 
nal. I'd also like to remind people that 
we wouldn't have been able to make the 
Tucson/Missoula switch w/o Techno 
yBechtold. - - ^ 

v loierice against humans is part of 
everyday life. Censoring the discussion 
of same is wrong. Sadly, I now regret 
putting the "Trees are for Hanging”/ 
graphic in the paper. Trees are obvi -f 
ously for newspapers. Can anyone tell 
, me what a fucking developer is good 

UforL - — — " / 

—FLYNN 

Dear SFB: 

The March 21 (Eostar) 1992 Jour- 
nal was the best I've read since 1989. 
Keep up the good work!! 

Just a few rambling thoughts: 

I fully agree that personal attacks 
should be excluded from Dear Shit-fer- 
brains. I suspect that most of the 
bashing of Dave Foreman, Judi Bari,-. 
Murray Bookchin, Bill Devall, and oth- 
ers who are laying their lives on the line 
for our beloved planet, is coming from 
FBI agents trying to cause further dis- 
ruption of the movement. 

Those of you who are commiting 
eco-phone-tage by calling the ‘800’ 
numbers of eco-rapers should be ad- 
vised: DO NOT call from your home 
phone. According to an article in_the 
Autumn,"! 991 issue of 2600 Magazine 
(P.O.B. 752, Middle island, NY 11953,) 
subscribers to toll-fre e '800' numb ers 
S iutomaticMly drectEfe the phone #s of 
‘those calling them. This system is 
“known as Au t om atic Number Identifi- 
cation (ANI) and is just another ex- 


0-rj 


ample of our tecno-Big Brother com- 
plex gone out of control. When making 
prank calls to the corporations you love 
La to hate, call from a jjgyqahener— — * x 
ThcPagaTfCalendar in the Eostar \ 
/issue and the brief article on European : 
/ Paganism were excellent and much j 
I needed. I think that people who are 
I exploring tribal, Earth-attuned 
\ lifestyles should realize that not only 
I Native Americans, Australian 
I aboriginals, Africans, etc. had an Earth- 
centered culture prior to being overrun 
j by anthropocentric imperialists, but so 
' did the Europeans (gasp! not those aw- j 
ful Europeans!) It's true . Northern | 
i turope nad a biocentric and almost j 
I anarchistic culture based on individual \ 
\ soveriegnty and harmony with nature J 
1 before th ey were overrun by the Roman 
^—Emp ire, (f or those who are interested in 
"reading about pre-Christian European 
culture, check out the books Valoric Fire, 
Camp 38: Current Model of Northern Eu- 
ropean Lifestyle Before Christianity, and 
Brave New World: A Different Projection, 
all available from Soveriegn press, 326 
Harris Rd., Rochester, WA 98579. 
Valoric Fire and Brave New World are $5 
postpaid, Camp 38 is $6. Although I feel 
that the thinking behind these books is 
somewhat muddled, and they do not 
emphasize biocentrism as much as I 
think they should (although 
biocentrism is certainly an element in 
these books,) t hey are the only books I 
have read wRIcTTpromote pre-Christian 
'“European lifestyle as an alternative to 
"bur current lifestyle of mass consump- 
tion, an<T~they Should be read and 
"contemplated by anyone who is seri- 


we should aim for if the Earth is to_be 
" preserved in the long run. 

Regarding fhe "‘increased concern 
for the environment" which was so 
much the media hype in 1990: I think 
we saw who the real environmentalists 
were and who was merely being trendy 
when Operation Desert Scam hit the fan 
and "America's newfound concern for 
the environment" evaporated over- 
night J Even the "environmental sena-j, 
tor" Albert Gore, Jr (D-TN) voted for\ 
\ Desert Sca m when it came up for a vote [ 
\ in Congressr Al Gore has a new book out 
called "Earth in the Balance" in which 
he promotes a philosophy which could 
only be described as Deep Ecology, and 
then badmouths Earth First! and Deep 
Ecology. Trendiness? or is he just trying 
to cover his rear e nd for his next r un for 
^the presidency? yfhe next time yrnTSee 
Gore o n C-Spari"or hear him on a radio l 
talk show, why~not calFancT aSk him \ 
why, if he is such an environmentalist) 

I did he vote for Operation DeserfScam? I 
i&n d why is lTe~echdih~g the- s e ii l iin on is-' 
of the FBI and "wise use" movement 
regarding Earth First! and Deep Ecol- 
ogy? Better yet, why not write him c/o 
the U.S. Senate in Wash. D.C. I used to 
live in Tennessee, and I can't believe I 
actually voted for this phony. I can see 
here that I am violating my own opin- 
ions about personal bashing, but in the 
case of Sen. Gore, I feel it is warranted. 
In any case, I'll shut up about Gore. 

While I'm on the subject of op- 
eration Desert Scam: since that war was 
a war for the petroleum industry and 
against the Earth, the 2500+ G.I.s who 
resisted and/or refused to participate in 
that war should be honored as 
monkeywrenchers and heroes. For a list 
of military resisters and their current 
status, write the War Resisters League, 
339 Lafayette St., New York, NY 10012. 
Also write your congress members, the 
Secretary of Defense Richard "Dick" 
Cheney, your local newspaper, etc., 
demanding immediate amnesty and 
honorable discharges for all these re- 
sisters. 

To all those who think they have 
to enforce their party line on Earth 
First!: Chill out! If you want to enforce 
party lines, go join the RCP. 


Here are some more toll-free '800' 
numbers for eco-phone-tage (from a 
PAY phone, remember?) I got them out 
of the Consumers Resource Handbook, 
published by the U.S. Govt. Printing 
Office, which has, appropriately 
enough, a monkeywrench on the front 
cover. The book is free from Consumer 
Information Center, Pueblo, CO 81009, 
and is even printed on recycled paper. 
Here goes: 

American Express 800-528-4800, 800- 
327-2177, or 800-525-3355 
Atlantic Richfield (rainforests!) 800- 
322-ARCO 

Chevron (barf-o-rama) 800-CHEVRON 

Coors 800-642-6116 

Dole (pesticides, among other sins) 800- 

232-8888 

General Electric 800-626-2000 
James River (clearcutting) 800-243- 
5384 

Kimberly-Clark (") 800-544-1847 
Perdue Farms (water pollution) 800- 
442-2034 

Rhone-Poulenc Rorer 800-548-3708 
Scott Paper (clearcutting) 800-835-7268 
Smell Oil Co. 800-331-3703 
Texaco 800-552-7827 
Mitsubishi (rainforests) 800-222-0037 
That should be enough to keep us 
po' folks who can't afford Karo syrup 
'wrenching for the next few months. 
—RON ARNOLD, BELLEVUE, ECOTOPIA 


Dear Friends! 

Thanks for sending me a copy of 
Earth First!. It is now passed on for 
friends to read it. We especially wel- 
comed articles which included action 
tips cause getting some knowledge on 
the technical aspects of tackling multi- 
nationals and their hardware takes so 
much time. It's a big help if it is passed 
on through magazines, campfire dis- 
cussions, training sessions, booklets, 
shared action events,... Since we here 
live in the centre of Europe there isn't 
much forest, let alone wilderness left. I 
wrote you on our Mac Donalds actions 
since then we've been concentrating on 
traffic (we did several blockades of im- 
portant crossroads virtually halting all 
traffic around town creating a car free 
town where we could play again, moved 
about freely) and on waste-burning fa- 
cilities (don't know the exact name in 
english but I figger you get what I 
mean). Both "campaigns" are attract- 
ing hype press coverage and what is 
more important local inhabitants ef- 
fectively supported us joining our 
blockades. Get people involved is to 
turn them active, might in the long run 
turn them towards active resistance and 
sabotage! 

What more do we want as a first 

step! 

Tenderness and strength. 

—PETER 

flSear Cranial Excrement^ ^ 

i To the list of fun people to chat 
jwith toll free, I'd like to add the "Mount 
iRushmore Preservation Society” (1- 
800-882-0500). These fine folks have 
the audacity to tun radio ads featuring 
the voices of Hitler and Stalin, with 
voice-overs saying that since neither 
one of these guys believed in, freedom, 
there are no monuments to them left in 
the world. Then they say that since 
Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln and 
T.R. did believe in freedom (at least 
relative to Hitler, Stalin or George Bush) 
:hat stealing the Black Hills, nearly 
:xterminatingg the people who belong 
Jthere, and raping the wilderness for its 
j "resources” is just dandy so long as we 
I blast and carve a mountain into their 
likeness. OK, maybe they didn't say it 
exactly like that, but that's the general 
idea. So call them up, have a nice, 
loooong, friendly conversation with / 
the fine folks at the MRPS, and tell 'em/ 
Crazy Horse sent you. / 

— 20TH CENTURY MAN / 


Dear Editor, 

Only a few times of the more than 
two-hundred banners I have made in 
the Earth First! movement have I had to 
change or suppress artwork due to re- 
quests from other activists. Although I 
stand for as absolute a freedom of ar- 
tistic expression as can exist without 
resorting to armed warfare against or for 
the political control of art, I also accept 
compromises of artistic freedom about 
the way art looks so that the con- 
sciousness behind the art is the subject 
of devotion rather than making an idol 
of the artwork itself. I do not believe in 
distracting from the beauty and life- 
support functions of the Earth for the 
sake of art and artistic politics. 

However before all this comes the 
creative process itself. The creative act 
transcends the thing created — is both 
within and over and beyond the created 
result. This is also what makes evolu- 
tion deeper than creationism. Even 
more repressive than making the flag of 
an oppressor is interfering with the 
creation of new flags before they have 
been finished. Tme art is an expression 
of the almost supernatural 
megadiversity of a wild universe that 
cannot help creating inside itself. 

At the March 7-9 Activist Confer- 
ence this year in Portland an artist 
known to only a few people present was 
busy with a video camera and drawing 
pad, reportedly forming very accurate 
representations of people with her pen. 
A complaint was raised as to the security 
risk of the artist making such drawings, 
and with the reluctant agreement of the 
artist who did not wish to sabotage the 
purpose of the conference with her as- 
sertion of her rights, by an informal 
political process of nearly the whole 
group in meeting, her right to draw was 
removed. The meeting however was 
already sabotaged inadvertently by the 
decision to suppress the creative process 
upon whose forms, such as drawing 
(and sometimes photography) the 
ability to defend the wilderness, or 
anything else depends. This implies far 
more than politically sensitive free- 
doms, it implies that some of Earth First! 
has lost its ability to oppose and destroy 
the weapons of the enemies of life on 
earth. In order to truly understand 
destruction we must see what values 
survive the destructive act and create 
new or recreate old opportunities. In 
order to nonviolently destroy the po- 
tential of enemy armies, creativity must 
be nourished fanatically. 

Now a group of Earth Firstlers have 
in some way put into question the right 
to create in itself! This occured at a 
meeting with some national represen- 
tation. No result could be so serious or 
damaging to the premises, written or 
unwritten, that are the basis of wilder- 
ness defense. It is not as if we have 
become the enemy by absorbing their 
politics but rather by achieving their 
desire to control the creative imagina- 
tion channeling the pulse of the wild 
within us. 

I do not believe any degree of 
paranoia that leads to such suppression 
of creativity can be tolerated in groups. 
People may live with their own para- 
noia but a movement which acts on 
principles which suppress and control 
creativity is already partly dead. 1 de- 
mand the movement respond to~tKese 


wi thin it ! 

Additionally the fear of being re- 
: corded by such obvious devices as 
drawing or even visible video devices is 
misplaced. Technology has succeeded 
in our times in enabling such devices to 
be almost invisible, fitting in jewelry, 
clothing, buttons, hats, or other in- 
nocuous places. What has the paranoia 
taken such an unreal form that this was 
not seen? 


continued on page 36 
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JUST IN FROM LONDON 

- ECONET 4-23-92 

GEORGE MARSHALL REPORTS 
ON AFTERMATH OF 
LIVERPOOL SHIP ACTION 

The campaign to end the 
importation of tropical hardwoods 
is picking up steam in the United 
Kingdom according to George 
Marshall of the London Rainforest 
Action Group. He wrote us with the 
following report. "It's worth 
pointing out that the ship actions 
have made the Malaysians in par- 
ticular very jumpy with high level 
appeals to the UK government to 
stop the actions . They're so freaked 
out that big wigs from the Malay- 
sian government and timber indus- 


try are coming over to UK at the 
beginning of May to argue- their 
/'case. The UK actions have not been J 
( the hrsTln EUfope-" Rob i n TV nod di ' 
^dsoniettT mg-nrgfemen. BUT they 
( are th e7i?5T "civi 1 disobedience in 
Europe: i.e. the first REAL ship ac- 
tions." 

Forest activists in the U.S. 
are in the process of organizing the 
first direct action focusing on the 
actual importation of tropical 
hardwoods into ports. If you're will- 
ing to get involved with a ship 
action or wish to link up with EFl's 
rainforest campaign, get in touch 
with Jake Jagoff or Mike Roselle at 
the EF! Journal office: P.O. Box 
5176; Missoula, MT 59806 
(406)728-8114 Fax (406) 728-8160; 
Econet:earthfirst 


UK Ship Action, cont... 

continued from page 13 


ing a tire and wooden platform 
from the fence (used earler that day 
to get over the fence). I gave them 
a hand putting it into the van and 
repeated my line about going up the 
cranes. After about ten trips up and 
down the docks I ran into one of our 
vans and found a willing comrade 
to spend the night on the crane 
with me. We finally got over the 
fence and on the crane. I did bring 
one bottle of fine English Lager for 
the making-it-up-the crane celebra- 
tion. After finishing the beer we 
were discovered by the police. They 
talked to us and I talked back, then 
they said you're that guy from Mon- 
tana. "I told you I'd be up here" I 
said. 

The next bit of excitement 
came with the sound of someone 
coming up the crane. In a panicked 
rush we headed up the crane, leav- 
ing my backpack and Nan's sleep- 
ing bag behind. I had the only 
world renowned activist tool — the 
kryptonite lock, and locked down 
on the ladder below Nan so they 
couldn't get to her. Yes these polite 
police turned nasty and took the 
gear that we left behind. When we 
decided they had gone I unlocked 
and noticed they grabbed our 
things. At that point, two activists 
jumped the fence and ran toward 
the cranes. They climbed up three 
or four at a time to render the dock 
useless for junloading the timber 
ship. As the night continued our 
next visitor arrived; much to our 
relief he was the friendly activist 
from crane number three. He 
brought some beer and eco-energy 
to our situation. Later his friend 
arrived and a while after that the 
police returned for a second appear- 
ance. This time they did bring a 
thermos filled with coffee. I think 
they must have felt guilty for steal- 
ing our sleeping bags. The police 
returned two more times that night 
but never convinced us to come 
down. 

Morning came with frustra- 
tion as we watched the Nips (the 
name of the Malaysian flagged ship 
from Sarawak) arrive at another 
dock. The rest of our group had not 
arrived yet so one of the guys and I 
decided to try to get over to the right 
dock. We both were grabbed and 
found out that the police were no 
longer playing the cat and mouse 
game. They said the jails were filled 
so they made a holding tank on the 
docks. This over sized chicken coop 


filled with pigeon shit was to be our 
new home. The police told us we 
had no rights and gave us no incli- 
nation of how long we would be in 
there. After the cops left a couple of 
dock workers came up to talk to us. 
They were very supportive and later 
returned with hot tea and food. 
After being in the tank for two 
hours, the first van load of activists 
arrived to help fill the coop. 

Then a rhythmic metal 
bashing noise was heard through- 
out the dockyard. People were on 
the cranes banging on the metal 
struts, and those outside the metal 
fence banged stones in unison. The 
story we got from the new arestees 
was that police had changed their 
well mannered ways of yesterday 
and had knocked one woman un- 
conscious, and that she was on her 
way to the hospital. People in the 
holding tank began to demand 
their rights and after being there 
four hours I was finally released. 
They took my name and address, 
but no charges were filed. I was 
given my backpack and set free, or 
as free as you can be in England. 

The dock workers refused to 
unload the ship until all held in the 
giant chicken coop were released. 
After talking to the press about my 
early morning adventures, I 
grabbed a rock and joined in the 
rhythm. A group outside the fence 
decided to try another action. This 
time the police grabbed the people 
by the necks in a violent fashion 
and dragged them out of the street. 
Due to the cranes on the dock being 
occupied, the ship had to use the 
cranes on board to off load the tim- 
ber. After two days of delaying the 
Nips (the name of the ship, remem- 
ber!) from unloading their plunder 
of tropical timber stolen illegally 
from Dayak tribal lands, we wit- 
nessed its unloading on UK soil. Sad 
as it was, all involved in the delay- 
ing process had a feeling in their 
hearts of empowerment, that yes 
we can make a difference. 

Ship actions against tropi- 
cal timber importation have 
occured sucessfully i n England, 
G erman y and Australia. I would 
/ hke toput my ass^prudding opinion 
to the concerned Earth Firstlers to 
get involved with any action 
against the logging of primary for- 
est, tropical or temperate, and I 
think the time is now for a tropical 
timber ship action here in the US. 


United 

Kingdom 

Roadshow, 

cont... 

continued from page 13 , , , , 

countryside resembles a slag heap, 
opposition continues to mount 
thanks in large part to EFl's insis- 
tence that WE GET PEOPLE OUT OF 
CARS AND CARS OFF THE PLANET! 

Aside from campaigning on 
behalf of tropical forests, UK EFiers 
have continued to agitate for tem- 
perate forest in Australia and British 
Columbia. Late last year, activists 
from the London Rainforest Action 
Group and; Earth First! scaled the 
front of Australia House in London 
and hung a banner "Wilderness not 
Woodchips" in protest of 
Australia's Resource Security Legis- 
lation. During the roadshow, EFiers 
joined their cohorts in North 
America for the February 22nd Day 
of Action by focusing on the log- 
ging of the Walban Valley on 
Vancouver Island in British Colum- 
bia. Two arrests were made after 
climbers unfurled a banner atop 
British Columbia House in London 
decrying BC as the "Brazil of the 
North." A few weeks later, EF! activ- 
ists were on hand for a trade dinner 
for the wood products companies at 
BC House. Information was distrib- 
uted implicating multi-national 
timber beasts Fletcher Challenge 
and MacMillan Bloedel for greasing 
their bank vaults at the expense of 
the largest temperate rainforest on 
earth. 

Much to the delight of the 
roadshow participants and much to 
the chagrin of the national environ- 
mental groups, Earth First! has at- 
tracted heaps of folks who are fed up 
with paid enviro's well versed in the 
art of attending cocktail parties, 
writing reports, and otherwise beat- 
ing around the bush. We encoun- 
tered literally dozens of people who 
questioned why it is that the bigger, 
richer groups have been unable to 
translate increased environmental 
awareness into support for trans- 
portation issues, tribal struggles and 
earth repair. In every city and town, 
people decided to take our message 
to heart resulting in the formation 
of several new groups and the cre- 
ation of a large contact list. 

— By Jake Jagoff 


Hunting 

Op-Ed, 

continued from page 3 

to be able to walk up hills and down 
canyons all day, and to be strong 
enough to carry a large animal up 
out of a canyon on a hot day, as I 
recently had to do with a wild pig I 
shot. 

Hunting wild pigs is a good 
test of awareness. The pigs have 
enough going for them that they 
usually get away. They have acute 
hearing and sense of smell. And 
after I have done my best to be quiet 
and cofhe into a canyon upwind, 
they almost always have sensed me 
and have moved on. It's nearly 
impossible to walk through brush 
on steep slopes and be silent. I see 
rooting patches where they plough 
up huge patches of ground and 
worry that they have eaten all the 
wild calypso orchids. It is my favor- 
ite California wild flower, which 
they favor as food. To a hunter, 
such thoughts about wild flowers 
are a reason to hunt deer and pigs 
and keep their numbers in balance 
with the available food supply on 
the land. 

Finally, I hunt to rebel. I'm 
uncomfortable with the belief that 
many share that humanity was in- 
tended to dominate nature. I prefer 
to be a part of the land. I believe that 
nature is never conquered; she bats 
last. An earthquake or flood, pollu- 
tion or oil spill can derail the perfect 
technological plan. 

If the many groups who 
care about a quality environment, 
including the missionaries and the 
pagans, hope to win the battles that 
loom so large, they need to realize 
that they are on the same side and to 
combine their energies to deliver a 
livable world to future generations. 

I won't ask or expect envi- 
ronmental groups to demonstrate 
for hunting for the same reason I 
don't expect anti-hunters to make 
that issue the reason for taking over 
important environmental groups 
like Earth First!. Let's keep on with 
the work and not let our other indi- 
vidual interest slow up the effort. 

Huey Johnson writes a syndi- 
cated column for the San Francisco 
Examiner and is the former head of the 
California Dept, of Natural Resources 
under former Governor Jerry Brown. 
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DuPont 
Action, cont. 

continued from page 16 

Next morning Heather and I piled into the 
van with the "How Do You 
Spell ..?" tour and we were on the road to Nash- 
ville. I 'd conferred with my younger brother, Ed, 
on getting the show set up at Middle Tennessee 
State University, site of the conference, where he 
happens to be a student and member of the SEAC 
group. He deserves utmost credit in allowing 
SEACret to infiltrate the conference and lend an 
air of action to the event. Td never been to a SEAC 
function and was curious. I'd heard all the poop 
about SEAC calling itself an "action " coalition yet 
never conducting a single direct action . Thus the 
need for SEACret. 

I was on the schedule for two SouthPAW 
workshops. Some of the other workshops being 
conducted were "getting styrofoam off campus," 
"ecofeminism," "toxics," "homophobia," etc. I 
walked by one room where a workshop was being 
conducted and saw a young man in front of a 
crowd writing "I am a lesbian" on a chalkboard. 
No wonder these students never get around to 
action; they 're too busy intellectualizing all this 
bull and in the process conclude, "I '11 become an 
activist after I graduate. Then I '11 have the time." 
NOT! Many of them will look for jobs and be 
afraid they '11 tarnish their resume if they get 
arrested. They '11 commit themselves to working 
within the system to change things. They '11 then 
become part of the corporate greenwashing pro- 
gram. They will become part of what they are 
trying to overcome. But the truth is, students or 
not, we are all part of this society we are trying to 


ning. Skip the non-violent-details. "Nobody get 
violent or throw things. Directions to the Old 
Hickory Factory are posted on that telephone 
pole over there." 

We had to leave about 20 minutes after the 
workshop was over. Caravanning to the factory, 
sun shining bright, a warm spring break, we got 
out and 20 people put on radiation suits and wore 
placards that spelled out "New Ozone Hole By 
DuPont." When they turned around they read 
"Skin Cancer By DuPont." There were probably 
another 30 or 40 of us not decked out in rad suits. 
It was our job to sing (to the tune of Rocky Top 
which seemed appropriate in Tennessee) 
"DuPont you'll always be Darth Vader to me, 
Shut down DuPont stop those CFCs" But some 
SEAC person obected to us singing "Shut down 
DuPont" because of worker alienation and that 
the message here was not to shut down DuPont 
but to get them to stop producing CFCs. Rather 
than argue, Dana changed the words to "Bad boy 
DuPont." 

The town was staring at us. Kids were yell- 
ing from the caged playground at the community 
center. It was working; we were really getting 
their attention. We began our walk. Wolf is 
leading 20 people in radiation suits down a two 
lane road. Dana says, "Hey, what are they doing 

in the road?" "Uh walking?" I responded, 

more concerned with learning the chords to 
Rocky Top on my banjo. "They've got to get out 
of the road. Someone could get hurt." Dana ran 
to the front of the throng and hollered to Wolf, 
"Get out of the road!" Wolf turned around to see 
what was going on. He looked like a big puppy 
being scolded and with an inquisitive tilt of his 
head seemed to ask "Am I doing something 
wrong?" 

"We're not doing arrests today! This isn't 
CD." Dana replied. Wolf reluctantly strolled to 


I walked by one room where a workshop was being 
conducted and saw a young man in front of a crowd 
writing , "I am lesbian" on a chalkboard. No wonder 
these students rarely get around to action. 


overcome, so we might as well drop the concept 
of trying to conduct ourselves within its norms 
and get radical. 

_My first workshop coincided with the "Eth- 
ics of MofTR gy wrenchliTg'l workshop and as-a 
result^ had~ a"small turnou t (now see that's radi- 
cal!). My second workshop session needed more 
flash to gain attention, so I announced that it had 
been changed to a Day of Outrage workshop 
combined with action planning for the protest at 
DuPont to follow immediately after. But that was 
to take place the next day, first there was eco- 
boogying to do. More good vibes, more smiling 
faces. More details about ozone layer depletion 
and exposure to "Rad Wednesday." Prior to and 
during the eco-boogie though Heather and I were 
an hour away, hard at work doing recon at the 
factory. This neighborhood was familiar to me. 
During the 12 months my father was in Vietnam, 
my mother, brother and I lived just a few blocks 
from the factory and I actually started first grade 
at DuPont Hadley Elementary. That was over 20 
years ago. A lot of time and space had passed 
between me and that place and the euphoria of 
coming back to challenge some big part of what 
was destroying us both seemed like a fulfillment 
of destiny. 

Meanwhile back at the eco-boogie, good 
vibes and smiling faces intact, Heather and I 
arrived and announced the action and the need 
for volunteers to wear radiation suits, hold ban- 
ners, carry signs, organize carpools and get a press 
release together immediately following the 
show. Things were coming down to the wire. 
Julia Blackburn, from Kentucky, volunteered and 
did an excellent job pulling the press release and 
media contacts together. Next morning we were 
holding council around a smoldering campfire 
where students had stayed up all night. Time was 
winding down quickly. We moved quickly from 
the Day of Outrage planning to the action plan- 


the side of the road. Dana and Wolf would later 
get a laugh out of the whole thing. 

Upon reaching the front of the factory the 
rad cloaked folk stood before the chainlinked 
fence topped with three layers of barbed wire. 
They displayed placards and turned on cue as 
they stood underneath a huge billboard sized 
sign that read "SONTARA DuPont — Progress 
through People." The photo wdiich appeared in 
The Tennessean the next day contained this sign 
with protesters underneath the sign bearing the 
letters to spell out, "SKIN CANCER." Sontara, a 
subsidiary of DuPont, we later found out was not 
a producer of CFCs but a manufacture of dispos- 
able hospital gowns. "Oh, that's ok then," I guess 
we were supposed to think. 

At some point during the protest I overheard 
a reporter asking a SEAC organizer if this was also 
a SEAC action. "No," he said "SEAC doesn't 
actually endorse this, but some of the partici- 
pants are SEAC members. "Dude!" I thought to 
myself, "You had every opportunity to take some 
credit here. And you turned it down." 

We soon grew tired of standing in front of 
the sign and decided to go to the visitors center. 
Being a Sunday they were closed. We found the 
lawn a good place to sing more songs and drum 
a bit. But right there next to the employees 
entrance on the other side of the fence was a sign 
that read "Caring for the Environment — Protect 
our Mother Earth. Your grandchildren depend 
on us." 

I was enraged. My first thought was 
someone's got to go over the fence and get that 
sign. My second thought was that I had to go 
over the fence and get that sign. This was a family 
matter. I spied a little piece of fence right under 
the awning for the entrance that they had failed 
to put barbed wire over. Dana asked if I was sure 
if I knew what I was doing. I assured him I did. 
We were still strumming the song while talking 
to each other. "It's got to be done," I told him. I 


handed my banjo to Heather and was over the 
fence in seconds. "Liberate Mother Earth!" I 
hollered as the sign went over the top. I was back 
over the fence in a couple more seconds. We 
flipped the sign upside down and gave a quick 
press conference, some more photo opportuni- 
ties. 

We then headed back to the community 
shopping center parking lot where we'd rendez- 
voused. We followed up with a good circle and 
laughed at our amazement of being able to pull 
off the action with so little organization and so 
little sleep. Next week we would attempt to pull 
off the same scenario on a grander scale. As it 
turned out we did, but the excitement was not 
nearly the same. For one, DuPont postponed 
their stockholders meeting until the 29th and 
Greenpeace had already made all the prepara- 
tions to make this a ready made action. For some 
of us the spontaneity was missing. That feeling of 
desperate urgency was lost by not demonstrating 
in front of a factory, the scene of the crime, but 
rather some corporate office building where we 
corresponded with passers by. Still it was a hoot 
and folks in Delaware seem partial to Banjo music 
as well as an intact ozone layer. At least some of 
them. 

Tasmanian 
Activists 
Blockade 
Timber Train, 
cont... 

continued from page 4 

doing "deals." One such deal was the orches- 
trating of the 1987 Federal Election campaign 
werein the ALP environment ministers private 
secretary became the director of The Wilderness 
Society's most influential office, Hobart. During 
this campaign the Wilderness Society took 
money from Alan Bone, one of Australia's more 
notorious corporate monsters. Discussion about 
the green movement entering into the political 
arena as they have in Tasmania unfolded at the 
Forest Festival. The work of the green party has 
resulted in a green balance of power in the upper 
house of the State parliament which became 
totally crippled from the moment it formed an 
alliance with the Australian Labour Party giving 
the ALP the power it needed to form a govern- 
ment. 

The use of the name Earth First! by the 
activists was both a good signal that.the move- 
ment is up and running down under but the 
other side of the coin was that the media picking 
up on the really bad coverage we have had, 
focuses attention away from the action and built 
further upon the evil terrorist beer swilling green- 
neck image it has imported from the States. This 
has been the subject of much discussion in Earth 
First! circles and more specifically at the yearly 
gathering at the Upper Howqua River in victoria. 
Certain members of EF! have been severely 
hassled by the intelligence (!) sector having death 
threats and their cars and houses tampered with. 
To large extents the people present at the gath- 
ering felt that the image of the Earth Firstfer had 
been manipulated and while we wanted to build 
upon the traditions and the essence of the "No 
Compromise" position exemplified by Earth 
First!, there were other blindnesses and images 
specifically of the American activist community 
that we did not wish to import. The action was 
clearly peaceful and theatrical. However the 
cheeky disposition of the activist was only good 
advertising for Earth First! and holding up a train 
was a first for the Earth as it had never been done 
by activists before. 
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The Quest, by Tom Brown, Jr. 
Berkley Books, 1991 
$8.95 paperback; 208 pages 
Reviewed B y J eff J uel 


The spirit looked at Grandfather 
for a long moment , then finally 
spoke , saying, Holes in the 
sky... They will become the second 
sign of the destruction of man. The 
holes in the sky and all that you 
have seen could become man's real- 
ity. It is here, at the beginning of 
this second sign, that man can no 
longer heal the Earth with physical 
action. It is here that man must 
heed the warning and work harder 
to change the future at hand. But 
man must not only work physically, 
he must also work spiritually, 
through prayer, for only through 
prayer can man now hope to heal 
the Earth and himself. " 

— from The Quest 



Thus, in the first chapter of his latest book, The 
Quest, Tom Brown, Jr. describes one of the proph- 
ecies his teacher, the Apache shaman Stalking 
Wolf received in a vision over sixty years ago. 
That this prophecy is now verified reality, with 
the shrinking of the ozone layer through 
humanity's greed and carelessness, only under- 
scores the urgency of the message delivered by 
Tom Brown in The Quest. For activists in the 
environmental movement, the urgency of the 
planet's situation created by modern humanity's 
separation from the natural world is nothing 
new. But the frightening prophecies of the con- 
sequences of industrial civilization's trail down 
the present path of destruction may serve to 
motivate those even vaguely aware but too com- 
fortable to act. 

The essence of Tom Brown's message con- 
cerns the spiritual realm, a world widely ne- 
glected because of our separation from nature 
and its teachings. In this and Tom's other books 
are abundant references to what Tom calls the 
spirit-that-moves-in-all-things, the spiritual 
force that connects each of us to the Earth and 
every aspect of it. Tom's message in The Quest is 
that we need to closely examine the spiritual 
aspects of our lives. Without deep inner search- 
ing, we whose origins are the society of Western 
Civilization cannot at this late date effect signifi- 
cant change in the destructive paradigm. A true 
change in our precarious global situation could 
only be achieved through effecting a change in 
the hearts of humankind. And, as Tom explains 
in The Quest, along the path to the heart one soon 
deals with matters of the spirit world. 

Native American spirituality provides the 
philosophic underpinning of Tom's beliefs, since 
as a young child he came under the tutelage of 
Stalking Wolf, a man Tom refers to as "Grandfa- 
ther." Grandfather's incredible awareness and 
teaching ability prove time and time again to 
Tom the integrity and validity of his nature- 
based knowledge. Although Grandfather's out- 
ward lessons dealt mostly with survival, tracking, 


and awareness and enabled Tom to live in the 
natural world without benefit of modern tech- 
nology, each teaching had at its core a more 
important spiritual lesson. The lessons Tom 
describes ring with power and clarity. His 
teacher becomes your teacher, should you open 
your heart and mind. Tom relates some of his 
own Vision Quest experiences, taking the reader 
into amazing landscapes in the Spirit World to 
meet entities — both "good" and "bad" — all hav- 
ing powerful lessons for this inner trekker. 

In his previous book, The Vision, Tom shows 
how anyone may tap into the strength and 
wisdom of the spirit world by pursuing one's 
own personal "Vision." In The Quest Tom ex- 
plains that one cannot run away to the wilder- 
ness to escape the madness of our society — at 
least not for long. To do so, as Tom learned, is to 
run away from one's personal Vision and live a 
life of spiritual emptiness as if embracing the 
very assumptions of society from which we at- 
tempt to escape. Tom reveals herein his real 
quest — that of living his Vision of passing on 
.Grandfather's lessons of spiritual communion 
with the natural world while surrounded by the 
polluted and tainted existence of modern life. 
We learn we can find strength and vision by 
experiencing nature in its pure state so that we 
may return and struggle within society for the 
very survival of the Earth. 

The reader may be shaken to the furthest 
depths of despair: How can we who have not the 
benefit of many years of intensive schooling in 
Earth spirituality and survival skills ever hope to 
impact the greed monster threatening to devour 
the biosphere as we know it? Yet, his message is 
of overriding hope, for the great strength of 
Vision into which few of us has actually tapped 
is always there, awaiting an honest commit- 
ment. It will take a certain critical mass of people 
to effect the necessary change in the spirit-that- 
moves-in-all-things, Tom explains, a turning 
away from the false gods of materialism to the 
reality of the interconnectedness of unspoiled 


nature and authentic human existence. 

Tom goes to great length to explain, as 
closely as the written word can, the workings of 
the spiritual self. That he fails in the end is only 
failure of logic and verbal language, since the 
spirit-that-moves-in-all-things must be experi- 
enced to be fully grasped. But Tom eloquently 
speaks the language of the believer, taking the 
reader along on both physical and spiritual jour- 
neys which grip the reader to depths of wonder. 
I found myself sometimes crying in despair and 
at other times transfixed in awe. 

As steeped as the book is in matters of 
spirituality, The Quest is not a book of religion nor 
philosophical dogma. Tom points out that living 
simply and having a spiritual bind with nature 
are common to great spiritual leaders and their 
teachings. That their lessons become tainted by 
authoritarian political interpretations points to 
the importance of each person finding his or her 
own "truth" through personal seeking and expe- 
riencing. I find The Quest a powerful inspiration 
and a catalyst for personal transformation. 

feffjuel edits the Wild Rockies Review in 
Missoula, MT. 
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valuable breathing space for Karen 
and associated forces. Depriving 
the insurgents of forest cover and 
opening up the area with roads 
pending a military advance, are 
strategic realities which figured in 
the SLORC's mind when in 1989 
they gave concessions to Thailand 
to log the teak forests in tribal areas 
along the border. 

Previously the Karen had a lu- 
crative, though small scale, black 
market timber trade with the Thais, 
which helped to fund their army 
and in turn was convenient to the 
Thai who recognised the Karen as a 
convenient buffer to their tradi- 


since the previous year. 

The SLORC's reaction was the 
swift detention, torture and in some 
cases murder, of over 60 democracy 
leaders. Eight escaped to 
Manerplaw, the Karen National 
Union border headquarters where 
they set up the National Coalition 
Government of the Union of Burma 
on December 8,1990. 

It was here that I met up with 
them after a long drive through the 
dust in searing temperatures, fol- 
lowed by a trip along the mighty 
Salween River, which for a time 
marks the border and provides the 
main artery of travel for both the 
Thai loggers and the Karen. The 


The Karen have had. to turn almost exclu- 
sively to timber in order to fund the war 

effort. 


tional Burmese foe. However, in 
November 1988, fatal floods oc- 
curred in Thailand as a direct result 
of logging. The subsequent nation- 
wide logging ban left a large furni- 
ture trade and booming construc- 
tion industry starved for resources 
and the Thai government ready to 
deal. The ailing Burmese regime 
was more than happy to fix bargain 
prices on logs to be cut at 49 conces- 
sions by 29 Thai companies, includ- 
ing Chai Phraya Irrawaddy which 
have backing from Asahi of Japan. 

Meanwhile, the SLORC, under 
pressure to show some credibility to 
its international investors and an- 
gry populace, agreed to hold a gen- 
eral election in May 1990. The Na- 
tional League for Democracy swept 
to victory with a landslide 80% 
majority, despite the fact that their 
charismatic leader, Aung San Suu 
Kyi, had been under house arrest 


road from Thailand to the border 
had improved immeasurably since 
my visit a year before, an expression 
of the vast wealth reaped by Thai 
logging companies. The endless 
convoys of trucks pound the road 
relentlessly, speeding up the extrac- 
tion process and allowing travel to 
this isolated border region. 

The bamboo base nestles at the 
foot of a ridge of protecting hills 
whose sharp incline can just be dis- 
cerned through the summer haze. 
Two weeks before, the Burmese had 
captured a strategic hilltop just 12 
km away. Luckily, their new long- 
range Chinese rockets only reach 9 
km. Bombing raids using Swiss PC7 
planes have forced people to carve 
air raid shelters out of the clay hill- 
side. There is also news that an 
airfield is being constructed at 
Papun, which will bring Manerplaw 
within striking distance of Mig 


fighter jets recently received from 
China. 

Two environmental groups 
have evolved at Manerplaw. Green 
November 32 and the Environment 
and Culture Association of Burma 
are both committed to raising envi- 
ronmental awareness amongst the 
tribal people and are also involved 
in advising environment minister 
Bo Hla Tint in the difficult task of 
formulating an environment policy 
which they can, "incorporate. . .into 
future development planning." 

Manerplaw is powered by a 
hydro-electric system which is fed 
from the mountain streams behind. 
The generals are now aware of the 
need to preserve the watershed, a 
message which hadn't yet been 
fully appreciated by the people 
whose slash and burn instincts were 
symbolised by the night time glow 
and crackle on the hillsides. The 
Karen traditionally practised the 
most sustainable method of slash 
and burn agriculture in the region. 
When clearing an area, they were 
careful to leave some mature seed- 
ing trees and fire breaks around the 
perimeter and once used, left it fal- 
low for ten to twenty years. Simi- 
larly, their logging practices were 
aimed to minimise ecological dam- 
age. Mature trees were ring barked 
and left to die and season for up to 
three years. By this time the leaves 
and small branches had been shed 
so the felling ensured the minimum 
amount of damage to the surround- 
ing stand. Extraction was and still is 
done by elephants, which are re- 
markably agile creatures compared 
with the bulldozer. 

Unfortunately, the pressures 
of war are creating shortcuts to the 
age old systems. Until the Burmese 
offensive of 1989-1990, the Karen 
National Liberation Army made 
their biggest income from cross- 
border trade taxes. Since then, the 
Karen have been under increasing 

continued on next page 


Teak 

Forests 

These ecosystems are referred 
to as teak forests primarily be- 
cause teak is of the most eco- 
nomic interest to humans. Teak 
trees grow in mixed tropical 
hardwood forests, with thick 
undergrowth. There are both dry 
and wet teak forests. Large teak 
forests are made up of patches of 
teak in various stages of succes- 
sion, each of which lives in a 
distinct biological community. 
The dense undergrowth supports 
most of the wildlife, unlike in 
other tropical rainforests where 
most of the life is in tire canopy. 

These forests are home to Asi- 
atic black bears and sun bears, 
elephants, leopards, un-domesti- 
cated bovine-type critters and 
three sub-species of tigers. There 
seems to be very little detailed 
information about teak ecosys- 
tems, andin many parts of South- 
east Asia the complex ecosys- 
tems. of which teak are a part 
have been converted into teak 
plantations. (Kind of like the 
forests of the southeastern 
United States turned into white 
pine plantations, and the forests 
of the the northwest turned into 
lodgepole pine plantations.) 

So, we have only the vagpest 
idea of what we’re losing, as these 
ecosystems are mined for teak 
wood and mined with explo- 
sives. But Thailand has already 
destroyed most of its teak forests, 
Burma is well on the way, and 
Laos, which until recently had a 
ban on the export ot logs, has 
started shipping teak through 
Vietman to Japan. 



Karen People's sawmill, Burma 
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pressure, isolated by the warming 
relations between neighbouring 
nations. In May, the new Thai gov- 
ernment began deporting some of 
the 40,000 displaced persons along 
the Thai border, sending them to a 
fate of hard labour, imprisonment 
or execution under the SLORC. The 
Karen are powerless to stop this or 
the logging of their forests as they 
rely on routes into 
Thailand for 80% of 
their supplies. They 
have had to turn al- 
most exclusively to 
timber in order to 
fund the war effort. 

Taxes are collected 
from the Thai com- 
panies logging their 
forests. Last Decem- 
ber, the Rangoon re- 
gime increased the 
price of teak to $295 
per tonne which has 
made the Thai com- 
panies reluctant to 
pay the Karen, who 
get between $20 and 
$100. 

Travelling up the Salween 
River, one can see saw mills at regu- 
lar intervals. Many of these are run 
by Karen officers using machinery 
owned by Thai companies. Process- 
ing into planks earns extra revenue 
which is otherwise carried out in 

Vf Thailand. These mills are immedi- 
' ate targets for the attacking Bur- 
mese, keen to monopolise on the 

• trade with Thailand and cut Karen 
income. The Karen are resentful of 

-.Mhe presence of Thai loggers de- 
stroying their forests and there have 

^ .been marjy instances when resent- 

* *ment has flared into conflict, thus 
causing greater tensions in the al- 
ready tenuous Thai-Karen relations. 

The war situation means that 
policing the Thai logging is impos- 
sible, even if it was the SLORC's 
intention to do so. The companies 
are coming to the end of their lim- 
ited three year concessions, and are 
also aware that the political situa- 
tion may not stay in their favour for 
long. The aim is high volume ex- 
traction, quickly, ignoring sustain- 
able forestry practices previously 
used under the "Burmese selection 
system." The Burmese government 
has set a totally unrealistic mini- 
mum diameter of teak to be felled at 
five feet around at breast height. I 
did not see a single log of five feet 
diameter at any of the Thai camps, 
and logs under twelve inches were 
commonplace. Walking through a 
logged concession in Saw Tha dis- 
trict, the only trees over one foot in 
diameter left standing stood in 
Karen villages, often at the edge of 
drying rivers. 

The main complaint by the lo- 
cals was that the rains now came up 
to two months later. This had oc- 
curred gradually over six or seven 
years and now causes water short- 
ages. At one point, the river had 
become a series of isolated stagnant 
puddles with just a trickle from un- 
derground which had to satisfy the 
washing, drinking and cooking 
needs of the village. 

Erosion was very evident, par- 
ticularly where Thai vehicles had 
made inroads. On our return from 
the mountains ten days later, a rela- 
tively small rainfall had washed 


away large parts of the logging 
track, halting the daily run of the 
solitary Karen National Liberation 
Army pickup truck. The rainfall, 
once it comes, is heaviest in this 
region, with an annual fall of 4,800 
mm, compared with 1,500 mm in 
Bangkok. The intense logging and 
road building along the steep banks 
of the Salween River has led to dras- 
tic erosion and 
river sedimen- 
tation, which 
has reportedly 
caused sand- 
banks to in- 
crease in the 
Moulmein es- 
tuary. 

In August 
1991, severe 
flooding was 
widespread 
throughout 
Burma as riv- 
ers burst their 
banks, leaving 
hundreds 
dead and over 
210,000 homeless. Many of the 
rivers such as the Moei and 
Tennasserim are known to have suf- 
fered sedimentation due to erosion 
from logging practices, thus reduc- 
ing their water carrying capacity 
and adding to the likelihood and 
severity of floods which were re- 
portedly the worst in fifty years. 
Not surprisingly, the SLORC offered 
no relief help to the border areas 
and internationally the disaster 
went relatively unnoticed com- 
pared with similar problems in 
Bangladesh. 

In December 1990, Burma's ag- 
riculture and forest minister, Lt. 
General Chit Swe claimed that for- 
est cover in Burma was 57%, the 
same as in 1988. A report by the UN 
Food and Agriculture Organisation 
in 1980 put the figure at 47%, in- 
cluding extensive areas of degraded 
forest. The Manilla Observatory 
published a report on the forest ac- 
tivities of Burma, at the same time 
as Mr. Chit Swe's statement. It puts 
1990 forest cover at, "...39%-45%, 
the former being a more probable 
estimate, remembering that this 
also includes extensive scrub and 
poor forest." This estimation is 
based on an annual deforestation 
rate of 1000 sq km. However, the 
latest analysis of satellite imagery 
by Norman Myers in 1989 puts the 
annual rate of deforestation at 8000 
sq km, third highest in the world. 
Even this figure is likely to underes- 
timate the situation as at that point 
Thai logging had only just com- 
menced. A source in Burma who 
has been monitoring the situation 
for two years said that, "With the 
recent Chinese logging and an in- 
crease in private concessions inter- 
nally, primary forest cover is prob- 
ably no more than 15%." 

The response of the interna- 
tional community to Burma's 
plight has been slow and reluctant 
to acquire teeth. Condemnation of 
the State Law and Order Restoration 
Council for human rights abuses 
and oppression of democracy has 
come from the US, European Com- 
munity, Australia and Canada, yet 
all still import Burmese timber. On 
July 21, 1991, the US State Depart- 
ment declared its intention to en- 


force Senator Moynihan's 1990 
trade bill, a welcome move that has 
the potential of imposing the first 
full economic sanctions against 
Burma. 

At meetings in June and July 
1991, the European Community 
and United States attempted to get 
the cooperation of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations member 
countries to put pressure on Burma. 
ASEAN rejected this, saying that it 


would continue constructive en- 
gagement with Burma. In June, 
Thailand, set on continuing links 
with the Rangoon regime, prom- 
ised a 21 million Baat (the Thai 
currency) assistance grant. On No- 
vember 28, the Thai Agriculture and 
Cooperatives minister visited 
Burma to renew logging conces- 
sions, many of the 29 existing areas 
having been completely logged 
out, leaving only 10 operating in 
the 1992 season. (Bangkok Post Nov. 
8, 1991). 

The meeting confirmed suspi- 
cions that the SLORC have been 
using Thai logging as part of their 
military strategy, when they asked 
the logging companies to build a 
border road that would facilitate 
military activities against the insur- 
gents. (The Nation, Nov. 15, 1991). 
Those at the UN Development 
Programme currently reviewing its 
huge handouts to the SLORC would 
do well to look at this example as 
one of the countless actions which 


are contrary to UN aims and there- 
fore do not deserve its financial as- 
sistance, already condemned by 
Saw Aung Sung Suu Kyi. 

Despite its bloody oppression, 
the SLORC has largely escaped the 
focus of world attention. It is clear 
that it has survived on foreign arms 
and earnings from countries keen to 
profit from cheap resources. The 
environmental and human cost in- 
curred are a tragic legacy which will 


put strains on the success of future 
democracy. 

If the countries of the free 
world are sincere in their pledge of 
supporting democracy, then they 
should respect the wishes of 
Burma's democratic leaders and 
impose comprehensive sanctions 
against the SLORC and all products 
derived from Burma. Burma al- 
ready has a democratically elected 
government which is fighting, un- 
aided and without recognition, to 
survive. 

The fate of the Teak forests is 
inextricably linked to the question 
of political control. If the present 
situation continues, they will be 
decimated in about five years. With 
them will go countless species of 
flora and fauna, the end of a way of 
life for millions of tribal people, and 
the disruption of the climatic and 
ecological balance of the region. 
Rod is a UK EFIer who was part of 
the recent roadshow. He is helping to 
organize the UK Burma campaign. 



The only trees over 
one foot in 
diameter left 
standing stood in 
Karen villages , 
often at the edge of 
diying rivers. 



Karen and their elephants, off to the forest. 
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continued from page 1 

hectare MacMillan Bloedel con- 
cession where the spikes were 
found, has been temporarily 
closed to logging and the logging 
crews were moved out. 

The Western Canada Wilder- 
ness Committee, which opposes 
spiking, is offering a $ 1 ,000 reward 
for people willing to help the 
timber industry and police hunt 
down and prosecute those re- 
sponsible for the spiking. The 
penalty for spiking trees in British 
Columbia is three years in prison. 
Dennis Bendicksopr MacBlo 
Cameron/Franklin River divisions 
operations manager told the me- 
dia that the spikes were put into 
the trees to deliberately maim 
fellers. “They come out like a 
missile when you pre-drill a hole. 
If a feller hits a spike at the wrong 
angle it can shoot straight back at 
him at 160 km per hour." 

A retired Victoria logger, Jim 
Gillespie said he is willing to cut 
into a tree with spikes in it just to 
prove that he wouldn't be Injured. 
Rocks, nails, barbed wire and other 
hard objects are found naturally in 
trees and logging companies use 
(or should be using if they're not!) 


safety equipment to protect their 
wor kers, 

■" _Paul Watso n? head of the Sea 
Shepherd Conservation Society, 
has offered financial support to 
any person needing legal assis- 
tance to defend themselves as a 
result of WCWC's reward. He has 
defended the spiking in the Brit- 
ish Columbian press. Te mperate 
Rainforest Action Coalition pro- 
posed offering a counter reward of 
$1,000 for the conviction of the 
destroyers of the forest. A sit-in at 
the Western Canada Wilderness 
Committee was also suggested. 

— “Ancestral Chief uussei j 
KwasistuTjih of thcTKoonieerfooFT 
TkarKPsaid he considers spiking 
trees misguided attacks on the 
wrong targets because trees are 
sacred and pounding nails into 
them hurts them. He suggested 
that a more appropriate tactic 
would be a bottle of bleach in the 
yarder. "I advocate using as tar- 
gets the dynasty that creates the 
damage to the earth and earth's 
children: logging trucks, mining 
equipment, corporate board 
rooms, the stock exchange and 
the laws that permit exploita- 
tion." 

— Peggy Sue McCrae 



More Shit fer Brains... 
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The creative urge is primordial and 
subtle in intelligence. If we do not bend 
over backwards to foster the blossoming 
of such an urge as an expression of 
biodiversity in our own mind we will 
also have extinguished the torch of 
biocentric tribal values and replaced 
them with mere political expediency. If 
much of the same creativity in art was 
not that of activism and protest we 
would not use banners and signs with 
letters and pictures on them for con- 
frontation, conflict, and education. 

Anyone who will not defend my 
creative rights to defend the wilderness 
and oppose injustice will find that I am 
not in the same movement they are, 
and anyone who wants to act like a 
coward and interfere in my personal 
creative gestures aimed at serving the 
earth can burn in hades. 

—PETER J. BRALVER, WIDE NETWORK 
ENVIRONMENTAL BANNER AND MATH- 
EMATICS COMPANY 


Editorial response 

As an artist myself, I too abhor cen- 
sorship. As a journal staff collective 
member attending the Portland conference 
I did however express a wish not to be 
drawn or photographed by the artist in 
question. This was notin anyway intended 
to stifle the creative process but rather was 
a response to the irony of one particular 
situation. The artist to whom you refer had 
vocally accused me and fellow journal 
staffers (not to mention anyone residing in 
the state of Montana) of working for or 
being duped by the F.B.I. I felt that it was 
quite natural to respond by saying "Well, 
then, quit taking my picture . " 

—PEGGY SUE MCRAE, EOSTAR COLLEC- 
TIVE MEMBER 

Dear Folks, 

Regarding T. Grip's article 
'California's Grand Accord Flounders' 
(Brigid, 1992), I’d like to offer some 
good words about Hal Arbit. But first, 
some good words about Prop 130 (For- 
ests Forever, 1990). This proposition 
would have been an extremely signifi- 
cant piece of forest legislation, prohibit- 
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ing clearcutting, restructuring the in- 
dustry oriented California Board of 
Forestry, and preserving large tracts of 
old growth. In short, Prop 130 would 
have accomplished far more than we 
can hope to achieve through negotia- 
tions with the timber industry or the 
conservative California legislature and 
governor. And Prop 130 would have 
accomplished all this through the direct 
exercise of the voters' will. 

Alas, Prop 130 failed, but its near 
success (47% in favor) was a prominent 
message to the timber industry and new 
governor. Of course, passage of Prop 
130 would have been better than the 
current Grand Accord negotiations 
and, naturally, there are now recrimi- 
nations such as T. Grip's article. 

But is Hal Arbit to blame? What 
about EF!?1? Throughout the Prop 130 
campaign I saw virtually no support 
from Earth First, in terms of actions, 
articles in the journal, or, most impor- 
tantly, connections with Redwood 
Summer. If only 3% of those voting 
against Prop 130 had favored it, Cali- 
fornians, EarthFirsters, and tree lovers 
everywhere could celebrate one of the 
greatest and most precedent setting 
defenses of old growth ever. 

Whereas Ecotopia EF! seemed dis- 
interested, Hal Arbit donated $5 million 
of his personal fortune in an attempt to 
rebuff the millions spent by the timber 
industry. Whatever his motives and 
whatever the recriminations of the de- 
feated, I, for one, appreciate his gener- 
osity. 

—A tree Lover 
D ear SFB 

From what I've seen, the 
trouble with organizing a thing is that 
pretty soon folks get to paying more 
attention to the organization than to 
what they're organized for. I take it 
we're pretty well agreed right now on 
what we want. If we start 
organizing. . . chances are we won 't be as 
well agreed... So I suggest, let's just go 
straight ahead and do what we want to 
do. 

—Charles 'Pa 1 Ingalls, Desmet, Dakota 


Dear Shit, 

1 just kicked over the piss bucket 
and it put me in the mood to write. I did 
appreciate the old earth first! crew's 
input, especially Jasper Carlton's in- 
sights — I thought it was a nice balance 
but I guess it was too much of a tight- 
rope balance. No w I like EF! journ al 
AND Wild Earthflkit I don't appreciate 
'WfHe* afiti-ttunting sentiments. Hunt- 
TrigTsa~very environmental activity an,d 

that's why I got into it. 

~ There are two main things people 
do that are killing the earth. One is to be 
born (or birth) and two is to spend 
money (or consume). It’s the amount of 
people consuming finite rgsomcesTUat 
is killing the planet ^You can subvert 
sf stems” infrastructure by cutting 
oat the middle man and consuming) 
ymr basic needs straight from the 
source. This means gardening and 
'j 1 urifirig etc The better you can do this, 
t ie less need of cars, asphalt, concrete, 
mines, power plants, dams etc. If you're 
spending money on vegetables you are 
| j supporting another earth raping, slav- 
ing industry. If you're buying organic 
produce it still needs the transportation 
industry and it costs too much. If I tried 


Dear Earth First! Journal, 

I am a new follower of your 
movement. 1 haven't done much more 
than read your Journal and Dave 
Foreman's writings. I really believe 
your heart is in the right place and 
maybe I'll be able to more actively par- 
ticipate in the future. But please answer 
one question. Why is it that every time 
I see a reference to the Rainbow Family 
you have some negative comment. Do 
you feel they are actively opposed to 
you and trying to subvert you? Is it that 
you feel threatened by their lust gath- 
ering being near yours? What is it? I 
would like to find out the source of thejkjl* 
antagonism. 

Sincerely, v\* 

-Randy VX ^ 



to live on my garden I'd starve in the 


-wintafr-rs- 


So it makes sense to me to cull out 
some of these white tails which are over 
populating the woods. Sure plastic and 
styrofoam cow in the store is not only 
eco-destructive — it's nauseating. Feed- 
ing yourself on your bioregion'S natural 
bounty is the best way to connect with 
our mother earth. 

Equating hunting with destroying 
the earth is backwards. In our culture so 
out of touch with life processes I can see 
how folks have gotten so blood queasy. 
We have been denied the experience of 
living breathing predators in action. Do 
your moral judgements qualify for the 
cougar, wolf or fox? Are they sick? Or 
how about the cultures whites found on 
this continent? Misguided aboriginals? 
Spare me! The predator/prey relation- 
ship is main part of ecology's interac- 
tions and evolution. And we are not 
passive observers on this planet. 

When I walk the woods and glades 
I forage, hunt and fish. The less I have 
to buy, buy buy. I would like to trap/ 
animals to clothe myself rather thai 
buy plastic or even cotton which is thf 
most polluting agriculture going. Its 
not the act of killing, killing can be done 
• with humility and respect, it is the 
poison and concrete and hordes of hu- 
mans which don't give life a chance. 
The way of the cougar is part of the 
balance. The sight of blood gushing 
makes my tits hard and I can smell the 
deer liver frying. Thanks for the forum! 
—VINCE PACKARD 




Dear Brains for Shit, V' 

1 would like to respond to the letter 
from Michael in Eostar 1992. 

I am sick and tired of people who 
don't want any more long, boring in- 
formational articles in the journal, 
when people consistently write in 
making false statements due to their 
ignorance of facts, which they would 
know if they had read some of your 
excellent past articles! 

Such as his contention that pro- 
moting vegetarianism will eliminate 
public ranching! True, cows in general 
emit methane and use large amounts of 
water, in addition to being stupid, ugly 
brutes. But let's keep our facts straight! 
Only 2-3% of the publicly-consumed 
beef comes from public lands grazing. 

Becoming a vegetarian will cer- 
tainly make him feel righteous, but is 
not urgent enough to correct the real 
problems in the West, which are too 
many cows in an arid region. The first 
cows to go due to decreased public 
consumption will certainly not be the 
heavily subsidized public range grazers. 

And OK, great: I'm glad that the 
social movements used nonviolence 
(on the part of the oppressed, anyway: 
the leaders and others met quite violent 
deaths). Howeve r, these mov ements 
^ deve loped over- decadesL We do not 
have that kind of time to save the earth. 
This is not a social movement; people 
have future generations to give up their 
present existence for, whereas we have 
only one earth. 

I Let's wake up, goddamn it, lest as j 
We lay dying of skin cancer, poisoned b} 
pater full of heavy metals and industria 
/waste, we gasp our last breaths of pol 
I luted air to debate the morality of our 
protest. 

o'violence? Stand by peacefully 
in protest while your own mother is^. 
raggdi- 




— Swamp Woman y 
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Trinkets 


We're Hurting for Cash! The 
phone company wants us to pay for 
all those calls to Malaysia. The 
landlord wants us to pay our rent. 
And we have those payments for the 
Journal staffs new Lear jet. So we've 
raised the prices of a few items. 
Forward all complaints directly to 
1 600 Pennsylvania Ave. It's all 
Bush's fault. 

BUMPERSTICKERS 

$1 each, unless otherwise noted 

American Wilderness: 

Love it or Leave it Alone 
Another Mormon on Drugs 
Anti-grazing assortment ($l/doz) 
Boycott Coors "Beer" 

Damn the Corps Not Rivers 
Darwin 

Developers Go Build in Hell ($.50) 
Desert Raper ($.50) 

Don't Like Environmentalists? 

Put Them Out of Work 
Dream Back the Bison, Sing Back 
the Swan 
Earth First! 

Eschew Surplusage 
Fight The Power! 

Hayduke Lives! 

Hunt Cows, Not Bears 
Hunters: Did a Cow Get Your Elk? 
I'd Rather Be Monkeywrenching 
If Your Pecker Was as Small as 
Mine, You'd Need a Muscle 
Wagon Too ($.50) 

I'll Take My Beef Poached, Thanks 
Love Your Mother, Don't Become 
One ($.50) 

Muir Power To You ($.50) 

Native 

Nature Bats Last 
Not Politically Correct 
Oil and Bears Don't Mix 
Pay Your Rent, Work For the Earth 
Pregnancy: Just Another Deadly 
Sexually Transmitted Disease 
Rescue the Rainforest 
Resist Much, Obey Little 
Save the Yellowstone 
Grizzly ($.50) 

Save the Wild 

Stop the Forest Service, 

Save Our Wild Country 
Stop Clearcutting ($.50) 

Subvert the Dominant Paradigm 
Think Globally, Act Locally 
Visualize Industrial Collapse 
Wolves, Not Cows 

WINDOW STICKERS 
Earth First! Fist 4/$l 
Be Careful With Chainsaws: Only 
You Can Prevent Clearcuts 4/$l 
Defend the Wilderness 4/$l 
Don't Delay — Do It Today 4/$l 
I Screw Smokey 2/$l 
No Cows 6/$l 

SILENT AGITATORS 
EF! Fist 30/$ 1.50 
Boycott Coors 10/$1.50 
Tools 30/$ 1.50 

PATCHES 
EF! Fist $3.50 
Earth Police $3 

CAPS 

Woodland Camo $10 
Desert Camo $10 
Tan $10 


and Snake Oil 


T-SHIRTS 
All 100% cotton. 

Sizes currently in stock are 
indicated. 

EF! Fist 

Short slv, black on green, 
all sizes $11 
Short slv, black on red, 
all sizes $ 1 1 

Short slv, multi-color on black, 
L&XL, $12 

Defend the Wilderness 
Short slv, black, all sizes $ 1 1 
Long slv, black, all sizes $13 
Free the Earth 
Short slv, turquise, S&XL $12 
Short slv, lavender, S $12 
Short slv, fuchsia, S $12 
No Fucking Compromise 
Short slv, black, M,L&XL $11 
Don't Tread on Me 
Short slv, unbleached organic, 
L&XL $14 

Short slv, watermelon, S $12 
Short slv, black, S $12 
EF! Tools 

Short slv, unbleached organic, 

L&XL $12 

Short slv, tan, S $10 

Short slv, It. blue, S $10 

Griz and Cubs 

Short slv, It. blue, S&M $13 

Long slv, It. blue, S&M $16 

Canyon Frog 

Short slv, gray, S $12 

BOOKS 

Wilderness On The Rocks 
Wolke $15 
Earth First! Reader 
Davis $14.95 
Waste of the West 
Jacobs $28 

Note: Ecodefense is temporarily out 
of stock. Dave Foreman is in the 
process of selling his rights to the 
book, and no printings will be 
done until the rights are trans- 
ferred. 


CASSETTES 

Austin Lounge Lizards Creatures 
from the Black Lagoon $9 
Austin Lounge Lizards 
Highway Cafe of the Damned $9 
Lone Wolf Circles Full Circle $10 
Lone Wolf Circles 
Tierra Primer a! $10 
Lone Wolf Circles 
New Tribal Jams $10 
Lone Wolf Circles Wild Ones $10 
Citizen's Band 
Pocket Full of Rocks $10 
Citizen's Band Smash the State 
(and Have a Nice Day) $10 
Dakota Sid Clifford 
...For the Birds $10 
Kelly Cranston 
For the Kalmiopsis $9 
Alice DiMicele It's a Miracle $10 
Alice DiMicele Make a Change $10 
Alice DiMicele 
Too Controversial $10 
Scotty Johnson 
Century of Fools $10 
Greg Keeler Songs of Fishing, Sheep 
& Guns in MT $9 
Greg Keeler 

Talking Sweet Bye & Bye $9 
Greg Keeler Bad Science Fiction $9 
Greg Keeler Post-Modern Blues $9 
Greg Keeler Enquiring Minds $9 
Katie Lee Fenced $ 10 
Katie Lee Love's Little Sisters $10 
Katie Lee 

Colorado River Songs $10 
Dana Lyons 

Our State is a Dumpsite $6 
Dana Lyons Animal $10 
Beth McIntosh Grizzlies Walking 
Upright $ 1 1 

Peg Millett Gentle Warrior $10 
Bill Oliver Texas Oasis $10 
Bill Oliver & Friends 
Better Things to Do $10 
Cecelia Ostrow All Life is Equal $8 
Cecelia Ostrow 
Warrior of the Earth $9 
Rainforest Information Centre 
Nightcap $10 
Joanne Rand Home $10 
Joanne Rand Choosing Sides $10 


John Seed, Bahloo & Friends 
Earth First! $9 

John Seed Deep Ecology $10 
John Sirkis The Wild West $9 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz 
Forever Wild $10 
Voices of the New Ecology 
Only One Earth $12 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz 
Spirit is Still on the Run $10 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz 
Listen to the Earth $10 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz 
A Kid for the Wild $10 
Glen Waldeck 
Wreckin' Ball Waldeck $10 
The Wallys 

Rainforest Roadshow $ 10 



Waste of the West by Lynn Jacobs 
thoroughly explores public lands ranch- 
ing and its environmental, economical, 
I political, and social impact. 8 1/2” X 1 1”, 
602 pages, 4 lbs., more than 1000 
photos and graphics, ETC. Why is 
ranching the West’s most destructive 
influence? What can we do about it? 

$28 (postpaid) 
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EARTH FIRST! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 


Make checks out to Earth First! or send cash. Mail to Earth First!, POB 5176, Missoula, MT 
59806. Allow five weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received in that time). Please 
use a i subscription form when sending in a subscription. 
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Blurbs and Bulletins 

Alberta 

Sweedish Disarmament Camp Wilderness 

June 13-July 12 (or longer) Association 

Conference 


Linkoping, Sweeden 

Activists are invited to plan 
and carry out nonviolent acts of 
civil disobedience against the bil- 
lion pound JAS project. JAS is a new 
fighter plane being produced in 
Linkoping. We are planning a va- 
riety of disarmament actions in- 
cluding: 

*Directly disarming warplanes 
‘Dismantling the perimeter fence 
‘Dismantling machines producing 
weapons 

‘Planting vegetables and flowers 
around and inside the factory area 
‘Painting the warplanes 
‘Dancing and partying on the 
runway 


Destruction 


Grassroots activists, amateur, 
and professional photographers are 
invited to submit photos for large 
format book on current damaged 
status of forests throughout North 
America, including Canada, Puerto 
Rico, and Hawaii. This book will be 
used as part of a major activist cam- 
paign to change forest practices on 
public and private lands through- 
out North America. Photographers 
will be credited in the book. 

Please submit duplicate slides 


Anyone interested in taking 
part in the camp will receive a list of 
the various working groups, tasks 
and responsibilities required for the 
running of the camp. There will be 
translators available for translating 
into English. 

Contact: Omega — Forum for 
civil disobedience and non vio- 
lence, Sandeslatt 59, S — 424 86 
Angered, Sweden . Fax (call first) 31- 
307493 Phone 31-309426 


or photos with date of photo, exact 
location, ownership of land shown, 
brief description of what has hap- 
pened to this area, whether the 
photo has been published, name of 
photographer. For a free copy of the 
prospectus on the book or addi- 
tional information, please contact: 
Bill Devall, PO Box 6 13, Trinidad, 
CA 95570 Phone: 707-677-3914 
FAX: 707-822-5880 


May 15-17 

Heritage Inn, Brooks, Alberta 
Contact: POBox 6398 Station D, 
Calgary, Alberta T2P 2E1 
(403) 283-2025 

Featuring: 

Frank Popper: 

"Buffalo Commons Concept" 
Lome Scott: 

"Grasslands National Park" 

Swift Fox Program 
Badlands Field Trip, Prairie Bus 
Tour, Lakeshore Birdwatching Hike 
Workshops: Coalbed Methane, 
Heritage Rivers, Habitat Fragmen- 
tation 

Silent Auction 

Happy Hour and E mquet 


EF! Northeast 
Regional 
Rendezvous 
IVJ^y 20-31 

EFlers from the Northeast are 
holding a regional rendezvous by 
Willoughby Lake in the 
Willoughby State Forest near 
Barton, Vermont. Primitive camp- 
ing, various workshops, music and 
celebration are planned. Be pre- 
pared to visualize industrial col- 
lapse. Wild animal behavior re- 
quired. 

For further info, details, and 
map, please call Anne (802) 658- 
2403 or Billi (207) 247-4112. 


SouthPAW Spring 

Council 

May 14-18 

Nolichucky Ranger District, 
Cherokee National Forest 

Workshops will include: USFS 
process and appeals, federal legisla- 
tion updates, endangered/threat- 
ened species status reviews, threats 
to the Endangered Species Act, 
plant and forest condition identifi- 
cation, Earth skills, paving morato- 
rium, chipper mills, direct action 
with non-violence training and 
more. If you'd like to help with 
council preparations or workshops, 
or if you have a workshop you'd like 
to give or see, please contact us. 

The area is a bit rocky so pack a 
sleeping pad or hammock. Pot 
lucks will be encouraged for meals 
and we will keep fires down to one 
central council fire to minimize 
impact and reduce firewood con- 
sumption. However, we may build 
another fire for a sweat lodge if 
there is consent to make one hap- 
pen. 

For directions on how to get to 
the site, contact SouthPAW POBox 
3141, Asheville, NC 28802 phone 
(615) 543-5107. Ask for Beanpole. 

Fifth Annual 
Florida Greens 
Conference 
May 29-31 

"Making the Connections" 
Camp Ithiel in Gotha, FL 
(near Orlando) 

Tired of watching society go 
down the tubes? Fed up by those 
who constantly redefine the up- 
per limits of greed and intoler- 
ance? Heard enough "read my 
lips" politicians? 

EVEN THE SCORE 
Connect with others who 
have decided to make a differ- 
ence. Learn about the Greens 
and about the impact we've been 
making in Florida's backyard. 
Attend our 5th Annual Confer- 
ence. 

Help continue the state- 
wide and local work of the 
Greens, an international organi- 
zation that has brought new life 
to personal and global responsi- 
bility. Help bring about true de- 
mocracy, justice, nonviolence, 
and ecological sustainability. 

Dormitory or campsite ac- 
commodations, including 
meals, are available on a sliding 
scale of $0 to $ 1 30. For informa- 
tion, an agenda and a registra- 
tion packet, contact The Greens 
Conference Working Group at 
(813) 535-3115 or at (813) 447- 
3426. 


SUBSCRIBE TO EARTH FIRST! 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal — is an independent entity within the broad Earth First! movement and 
serves as a forum for no-compromise environmental thought and action. Subscriptions go to publish this newspaper and to fund 
a variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 

Keep us informed of ADDRESS CHANGES! The Post Office will charge us 300 for an address correction and won’t forward 
your paper. 

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS — Introduce others to Earth First! and receive the EF! bumpersticker of your choice or 30 silent 
agitators for each gift subscription you make. Indicate your address and what you would like on the subscription form. 

LIFE SUBSCRIPTIONS — Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to, really help Earth First! and insure that 
you’ll get Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal for life (yours or ours, whichever is shorter)? Then become a life ’ 
subscriber. Send us $400 and you’ve got it. 

Clip and send to: Earth First!, POB 5176, Missoula, MT 59806 

Here’s $20 or more for a one year subscription to Earth First! 

Here’s $20 to resubscribe to Earth First! 

Here’s an extra $15. Send Earth First! First Class. 

Here’s $30 (US funds only). Send Earth First! to me First Class in Canada or Mexico or surface mail outside the USA. 

Here’s $45 (US funds only). Send me Earth First! Air Mail outside the USA. 

We are a government agency or exploitative corporation. Here’s $75 for a subscription ($100 for First Class mail). 

_ Here’s $400 or more for a life subscription to Earth First!. 

Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here’s $20 or more. 

- I’m broke. Please send me a subscription for $ 

Please change my address. My old zip code was: 

Name , . ; „ 

Address r : 

City : ' T State . Zi P . 

The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use an alias. Make sure the mailperson knows that 
James What (or whoever) is getting mail at your address. 


Wanted: High Quality Slides and 
Photos of Damaged Forests for a New 
Book on North American Forest 
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Canada 

Alberta 

Wild Alberta EF! 

Box 61245 

Brentwood Postal NW 
Calgery AB T2I.2K6 

British Columbia 

Korcal Owl 

Box 1053 

Kamloops, BC V2C 6112 

Paul Watson 

BOB 48446 

Vancouver, BC V7X 1A2 
(604) 688-SKA l, 

Terra Prima 

POB 6401 Depot I 
Victoria, BC. V8P 5M4 

Vancouver EH 

Box 21521 

1850 Commercial Drive 
Vancouver, BC V5N 4A0 

Ontario 

EF! Ottawa 

Box 4612 Station E 

Ottawa, ONTK1S5H8 

Quebec 

EFI Montreal 
BP 42048 CPJ-Mance 
Montreal Quebec H2W 2T3 


Mexico 

Mexico City EFI 
Joe Keenan 
Apdo. Postal 22-146 
14000 Mexico DF 
(5) 665-1610 
Mexico 


Alaska 
Alaska EF! 

Wally World 
Michael Lewis 
POB 670647 
Chuglak, AK 99567 

Arizona 
Phoenix EFI 
Mike or Terri 
POB 8795 
Phoenix, AZ 85066 
(602) 276-2849 
Tucson EF! 

AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412 
Tucson, AZ 85722 
California 

Six Rivers EF! 

Gaffer T Grip 
POB 133 

Cutten, CA 95534 
(707) 442-4710 
Volcano EF! 

J. Sten Layman 
POB 1 475 

Sutter Creek, CA 95685 
(209) 223-2965 
Glenn M. Brown 
1801 Sonoma St. #381 
Vallejo, CA 94590 
Bay Area EF! * 

Bay Area Hotline 
(415) 949-0575 
Karen Pickett 
POB 83 

Canyon, CA 94515 
San Francisco EFI 
POB 411233 
San Francisco, CA 94141 
I-ifeweb 
POB 20803 
San Jose, CA 95160 



Santa Cruz EF! 

Karen DeBraal 
POB 344 

Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-8094 
Orange County EFI 
POB 28318 
Santa Ana, CA 92799 
Mike Saltz, Jr 
Western Wolves Infoletter 
18032-C Lemon Dr #127 
Yorba Linda, CA 92686 
Lake Tahoe EF! 

Bill Peterson 
POB 8934 

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96158 
Tahoe EF! 

Box 613077 

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96152 
(916) 541-0465 
Dave Wheeler 
POB 1398 

Sugarloaf, CA 92386 
(714) 585-7160 
Santa Monica EF! 

2401 Lincoln Blvd 2nd floor 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
(310) 392-7735 
Coyote Creek Greens 
POB 1521 
Cypress, CA 90630 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381 

North Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 33663 

San Diego, CA 92163 

Colorado 

Walkabout 
POB 1166 
Boulder, CO 80306 
Scott Sala 
1141 Emerson St. 

Denver, CO 80218 
Gunnison EF! 

Gtetchen Ulrich/Dewey Groc 
POB 5916 WSC 
Gunnison, CO 81231 
(303)943-2354 or 
(303) 641-5329 
San Juan EF! 

Dan Johnson/Chris Martin 
POB 3204 

Durango, CO 81302 
(303) 385-4518 or 
(303) 259-4577 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101 
Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
The Wild Ranch Review 
c/o Tim Haugen 
POB 81 

Gulnare, CO 81042 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101 
Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, CO 80046-0101 


Florida 

Big Bend EF! 

Mike Schoelen 
POB 20582 
Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 224-6782 
Peerdido Bay EFI 
C.orbin McMulin 
410 W Blount St 
Pensacola, FL 32501 
Florida EF! 

Wiregrass 
POB 13864 
Gainesville, FL 32604 
Pan 

c/o 1507 Edgevale Rd 
Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
C.anebrake EFI 
The Rattler Tattler 
POB 6106 

Palm Harbor, FL 3484-0706 
Big Cypress EFI 
1938 Hollywood Blvd, 2nd fl. 
Hollywood, FL 33020 
Everglades EFI * 

POB 557735 
Miami, Fl. 33255 
(305) 662-9383 
Georgia 

Students for Fnv. Awareness 
Tate Student Center U of GA 
Athens, GA 30602 
Kids for Konservatlon 
POB 885 

Athens, GA 30601 
Paul Beck 
3654 Old Ferry Rd 
Martinez, GA 30907 
(404) 855-6426 
Hawaii 

Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031 

Makawao, HI 96768 
(808) 572-2546 

Idaho 

IAOT 

POB 1360 

Priest Rivet, ID 83856 

Illinois 

Chicago EF! 

POB 6424 
Evanston, IL 60204 
Great Lakes EFI 
Don Luebbett 
4435 Highland 
Downers Grove, IL 60515 
(708) 969-2361 
Southern fllinois EFI 
POB 90 

Glen Carbon, IL 62034 
(618) 692-3246 
Shawnee F.F1 
Rene Cook 
RR6 Box 397 
Murphysboro, IL 62966 
Iowa 

Tallgrass Prairie EFI 
Hal Rowe 


Lea Spears and lee Turner pQg 305 

POB 1025 W Elizabeth#E-217 | owa cit y ( 52244 
Fort Collins, CO 80521 (319)354-6674 

(30.3) 491-2530 


International EF! 


Directory 

Australia 

United Kingdom 

Rainforest Information Centre 

Lea Valley EF! 

John Seed 

Jason Torrance 

POB 368 

POB 2573 

Lismore, NSW 2480 

London N1 6 6HN 

AUSTRALIA 

Tel (44) 081 8061561 

TEL 066-21-85-05 

Fax (44) 081 8061561 

email peg:rainfaus 

email gmjtorrance 

Marianne Haynemann 

Manchester EFI 

POB 256 

Paul Williamson 

Mitcliem, VIC 3132 

c/o 2 Hall Ave 

AUSTRALIA 

Rtisholme, Manchester 1 

Melbourne EFI 

Ml 4 5TIN UK 

GPO Box 1738Q 

Merseyside EF! /Green 

Melbourne, VIC .3001 

Anarchist/ Rich Morris 

AUSTRALIA 

c/o Green Group 

Germany 

POBox 187, 160 Mt. 

Earth First! Germany 

Pleasant 

Jan Ebert 

Liverpool, L69 7BR UK 

Blumenrode 11/1.3 

Mid Somerset EE! 

D-8620 Lichtenfels 

POBox 23, 5 High St. 

GERMANY 

Glastonbury, Somerset 

India 

Oxford EEl/Kate Geary 

Arnand Skaria 

IB Walton Well Road 

PB #14 

Oxford OX2 6ED 

Cochin 682001 

T el: 0865-59593 

Kerala 

South Downs EF! 

tel 009-484-25435 

c/o Prior House, 6 

Society of Active Volunteers for 

lilbury PI. 

Environment (SAVE) 

Brighton/East Sussex BN2 

Bander Bagicha 

2GY 

Near Maurya Lok 

Cambridge EF! 

PATNA-800 001 Bihar 

Des Keane 

Post Box 229 

60S Kings College 

Poland 

Cambridge CB2 1ST 

A. Janusz Korbel 

Scottish Tree Trust 

ul. Magi 21/3 

43-300 Bielsko Biala 

30 Edgemont St. 

Glasgow G41 3 EL 


Kentucky 

F.rik Dellaliousay 
455 Ed Howe Rd 
Munfordville, KY 42765 
(502) 531-670.3 
Maine 
Maine EF! 

Billi Barker 
POB 507 

North Waterboro, ME 04061 
(207) 247-4112 
Solon EF! 

Michael Vernon 
RFD 1 Box 4025 
Solon, ME 04979 
Maryland 
Chesapeake EFI 
POB 184 

Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732 
(301) 855-4241 

Massachusetts 

Connecticutt Valley EF! 

POB 298 

Shelburne Falls, MA 01.370 
Alan (Atticus Finch) Goldblatt 
66 Wendell St. 

Cambridge, MA 021.38 
(617) 876-1750 
Autonome Forum 
POB .366 

Williamstown, MA 01267 
(413) 458-5538 
Michigan 
Jay Tataro 
B419 Bally Hall MSU 
East Lansing, MI 48825 
Val Salvo 
POB 02548 
Detroit, MI 48202 
(.313) 831-6800 
Minnesota 
Minnesota EF! 

Kent Jones 
Box 7448 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 
Missouri 
Missouri EF! 

POB 189 

Pacific, MO 6.3069 
Sue Skidmore 
POB 681 JF 

Springfield, MO 65801 
Annie Magill 
POB 5905 

Kansas City, MO 64111 
Ray O McCall 
Rt. 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 

Montana 

North Fork EF! 

POB 271 

Hungry Horse, MT 59919 
Keep It Wild! 

POB 1121 

Whitefish, MT 59937 
Wild Rockies EF! 

Wild Rockies Review 
Milton Slummer 
POB 9286 

Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-573.3 


Yellowstone EF! 

Randall Restless 
Box 6151 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-9211 

Nebraska 

Buffalo Bruce 
HC 74 Box 76 
Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 
Nevada 
Great Basin EF! 

Jonas Prida 
POB 48 

Yerington, NV 89447 
(702) 463-2954 
New Mexico 
Northern NMEF! 

Ginger Quinn 
POB 5170 
Taos, NM 87571 
(505) 758-5550 
Hawk 
POB 661 

Angel Fire, NM 87710 
New Mexico EF! 

Act Like an Earthquake 
POB 12896 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 
(505) 873-0299 
Greater Gila Biodiversity 
Project 
POB 12835 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 

New York 

EFI Susquehaima-Chenango 
Bioregion 
The Bear 
224 Bevier St 
Binghamton, NY 13904 
(607) 724-0348 

Greater Adirondack Bioregion 
1125 Phoenix Ave. 
Schenectady, NY 12.308 
Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St. 

New York, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244 
Long Island EFI 
POB 812 

Huntington, NY 1 1 743 
(516) 424-6499 
North Carolina 
South PAW 
Rodney Webb 
POB 3141 

Asheville, NC 28802 

Ohio 

Black Swamp EF! 

\ Michael & Margery Downs 
1117 1/2 N Erie St 
Toledo, OH 43604 
Ohio Valley EF! 

Brian Hagemann 
POB 21017 

University of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221 
Clint Holley III 
28410 S Bridge Circle 
Westlake, OH 44145 
(216) 892-7891 


Oregon 

Stumptown EF! 

POB 13765 
Portland, OR 97213 
(503) 2.31-0207 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384 
Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 343-7305 
Kalmiopsis EFI 
POB 1846 

Cave Junction, OR 97523 

Pennsylvania 

Allemong Biorcgion EF! 

POB 1689 

Greensbtirg, PA 15601 
Alleghany Biodiversity! 

POB 6013 

Pittsburg, PA 15211 
(412) 531-7705 
Dave Hater 

Edward Abbey Hiking Society 
POB 65 

Lewisburg, PA 17837 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave 
Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 
RD #4 237-A Elk Lake 
Montrose, PA 18801 
(717) 278-1.396/(607) 724-8454 
South Carolina 
Southern Appalachian EF! 
Buddy Newman 
Unicom Hills Farm 
Sunset, SC 29685 
(80.3) 878-2234 
Texas 

Llano Estacado EF! 

POB 4733 

Lubbock, TX 79409 
(806) 747-3552 
William Larson 
9 1 22 Oak Downs Road 
San Antonio, TX 78230 
(512) 342-2520 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 3, Box 114 
Cleveland, TX 77327 
EF! Austin 
POB 7292 
University Station 
Austin, TX 77327 
Utah 

Wild Utah EF! (WOOF!) 

POB 510442 

Salt Lake City, UT 84151 

Vermont 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
Anne Petermann 
POB 804 

Burlington, VT 05402 
(802) 658-240.3 
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UPRISING ON THE Lawsuit on 


ALBION RIVER Earth First! 

Lawsuit Names EF!, 



By John Green 

The cut-and-run policies of tim- 
ber giant Louisiana-Pacific have com- 
bined with judicial idiocy to engender 
a popular uprising in the Albion River 
watershed on the Northern California 
coast. People from the communities of 
Albion and Little River, assisted by 
Ecotopia and other Earth First! activ- 
ists, have launched a campaign of di- 
rect action which began on April 24th 
and shows no signs of slowing down. 
The local people (now known as the 
Albion Nation) are not backing down 
in the face of mass arrests, logger vio- 
lence and intimidation, injunctions 
and temporary restraining orders, and 
a Louisiana-Pacific SLAPP suit. 

At the heart of the insurgency 
is the Enchanted Meadow, on the up- 
per Albion River estuary in Mendocino 
County. The meadow is biologically 
diverse estuarine wetland habitat, and 
is surrounded by steep, erosion-prone 
residual old- growth. The Albion River 
is one of the healthiest on the coast, 
supporting runs of coho salmon and 
steelhead, in addition to harbor seals, 
river otters, great blue herons, and a 
variety of migratory waterfowl. The 
surrounding forest is rich in wildlife. 

For almost three years, the tim- 
ber harvest plans were kept in court as 
the suit was denied, appealed, then 
denied again on the grounds that the 
Albion River Watershed Protection As- 
sociation had no legal standing. The 
actual issues raised by the lawsuit were 
never addressed in court. 

In February of this year, people 
living around the watershed recognized 
that a crisis was at hand, and formed 
the Friends of Enchanted Meadow to 


try to protect it. The timber harvest 
plans were nearing their expiration 
date, and there was confusion in the 
California Department of Forestry over 
whether the plans could be cut as filed, 
or whether they had to be resubmitted 
due to changes in department regula- 


tions. Resubmission of the timber har- 
vest plans would create an opportunity 
to challenge their approval. In April, 
with the California Department of For- 
estry still confused, and encouraged by 
a recent appeals court decision, Friends 

continued on page 5 


Friends of Enchanted 
Meadow, Albion River 
Watershed Protection 
Association, Others 

By Karen Pickett 

Timber giant Louisiana-Pacific 
Corporation (L-P) filed suit against 15 
individuals, 100 "John and Jane Does" 
and three environmental groups in an 
attempt to stop protests against their 
logging practices on the northcoast of 
California. L-P is seeking restraining 
orders in a Ukiah court against those 
•named in the suit in a desperate at- 
tempt to stymie protests which have 
continued for over a month, with no 
signs of letting up . Activists say the suit 
is clearly SLAPP (Strategic Lawsuit 
Against Public Participation) action, 
used by powerful monied interests to 
try to squelch citizens' exercise of their 
constitutional rights. The groups 
named in the suit are Friends of En- 
chanted Meadow, Albion River Water- 
shed Protection Association and Earth 
First! 

During the hearing, which 
went to court on June 2, the judge 
agreed to hear testimony on ecological 
damage and L-P's logging practice, 
highly unusual in SLAPP suits brought 
by corporations. The judge even went 
to the Timber Harvest Plan areas to see 
the site of controversy and to talk to 
the tree-sitters. 

The L-P suit alleges "substan- 
tial financial damage..." even though 
this cut constitutes less than l/1000th 

continued on page 5 


ESA MORATORIUM 
SHUTDOWN BY BIO- 
DIVERSITY LAWSUIT 

Bush-Luhan Handed Defeat on Species Listing 


By The Biodiversity Legal Foundation 
A lawsuit filed by Jasper Carlton 
and nine co-plaintiffs in the US District 
Court for the District of Columbia on 
April 2, 1992 has been successful in 
forcing the federal government to con- 
tinue adding animal and plant species 
to the list of those protected under the 
Endangered Species Act despite Presi- 
dent Bush's 90-day moratorium on 
rulemaking. Manuel Lujan, Secretary 
of the Interior and John Turner, Direc- 
tor of the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
were named as defendants in the suit. 


On January 28, President Bush 
issued a memorandum to the heads of 
federal agencies and departments 
which stated that each "agency should 
refrain from issuing any proposed or 
final rule" during a 90-day period. The 
moratorium was later extended to run 
through the end of April. Although the 
Fish and Wildlife Service had prepared 
final listing rules for at least 1 1 species 
threatened with extinction, close moni- 
toring revealed that waivers from the 
90-day moratorium had not been is- 

continued on page 10 


Report From Australia: 

Mt. Killiekrankie 
Activists Blockade 
Wilderness Logging 

By Aidan Ricketts 

The North East Forest Alliance 
(NEFA), famous for last year's five 
month blockade of Chaelundi state 
forest, (Chaelundi free state) have once 
again put their combined experience 
and determination to the test at Mt 
Killiekrankie, an old growth forest area 
on the edge of the nominated new 
England Wilderness area near Coffs 
Harbour in New South Wales. 

Last year, NEFAs campaign saw 
a successful blockade and court chal- 
lenge over old growth logging in 

continued on page 33 
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Did Anyone Else Miss the Earth Summit? 


Dear Journalistas: 

So far, responses to changes in 
the Journal have all been positive. As a 
direct result we have fewer letters to 
the editor in this issue. But don't 
hesititate to write us just because you 
don't have any criticism , we 

love hearing from ya anyway. 

Well, last week we got some 
good news. Doug Tompkins from the 
Ira Hiti Foundation for Deep Ecology 
agreed to help us fund a campaign to 
recruit new subscribers. As many of 
you know, the number of subcribers to 
the Journal has leveled off over the last 
four or five years, which would be OK, 
but I for one don't think that we have 
fully exausted the number of potential 
Earth First! ers on this planet, especially 
when you look at the phenominal 
growth we have seen in the grassroots. 

Part of the problem, I would 
guess, is that people tend to take the 
Journal for granted, getting involved 
only when they perceive a problem. 
But the truth is, we need your input 
and support all the time, and without 
it we can't put out a good newspaper. 
So I'm asking all you deadbeats now to 
get on the stick. 

We don't have a stable of paid 
writters, artists and photographers. In 
fact we spend most of our time trying 
to make sense of the eclectic pile of 
mail which is the the raw material we 
make this rag out of. We need your 
articles, your photos and your artwork. 
Take pictures at actions, write stories 
and articles about the issues you are 
working on, send in your artwork. 

Also, if you are receiving the 
Journal regularly and are not yet a sub- 
scriber, get with it. If you get your copy 
from a newsstand, remember we make 
a very small percentage of the cover 
price that way, so subscribe. Buy subs 
for your friends and relatives in jail. 


I don't want to sound like a 
public TV telethon here, but we can do 
a much better job of covering the 
"movement" if more people in the 
movement are more involved. With 
the new grant we will be able to print 
and distrubite more copies. Send us 
the name and addresses of your friends 
who you think might want to sub- 
scribe and we will send them a sample 
copy of the next issue. 


* * * 

Nagasaki's Mailbag 

Dear Nagasaki Johnson, 

It is true that you don't think 
drawings of wildlife belong in the Earth 
First! Journal ? I refer to your critique in 
the Roadkill column in EF!J Feb. 90. 
You stated the opinion that wildlife 
drawings were "more suitable for a 
Audubon Newsletter." That criticism 
influenced my decision when Tucson 
asked me where I wanted my artfile 
sent. I told them, "Send it to Wild 
Earth." Of course when I received my 
first issue of the Journal from Missoula 
with burning witches on the cover and 
the return of the Pagan subtitles, it 
struck a deep chord in me and I knew 
where my loyalties were to lie. 

In retrospect I am glad to be 
contributing to both the Earth First! 
Journal and Wild Earth. I get to write 
letters to Wild Earth on Earth First! 
letterhead and scold them. 

So. . .Nagasaki, if you think that 
my work is inappropriate for the Earth 
First! Journal why not send it to your 
friends at Wild Earthl I am certain that 
they would love to hear from you. 

Sincerely 
— Sockeye Sue 

* * * 


Dear Readers: 

Old Nagasaki made the dis- 
gusting plea for money and contribu- 
tions. I guess I'll make the disgusting 
plea for people (or the plea for disgust- 
ing people, as the case may be). I have 
pretty strong feelings about keeping 
this paper a rotating collective, but to 
make it work, we've got to have activ- 
ists from different bioregions here to 
make sure we don't forget about any- 
body, or get stagnant. 

It's good for Journal readers to 
come out and work on the paper so 
you can get a better idea of how the 
collective really works and how the 
paper gets put together. 

If you're interested in working 
on an issue or two (or six) of the Journal, 
just send us a letter. Tell us when you 
would like to come, how long you 
want to stay, and a little bit about 
yourself. Your activism and work for 
your bioregion are the most impor- 
tant credentials since this is to be a 
paper put out by people in the move- 
ment, not by "objective" journalists. 
But if you do happen to have any of 
those journalistic talents, like using a 
computer or developing film or draw- 
ing or knowing how to write, tell us 
about that, too. In case you're wonder- 
ing who "us" is, the decision as to who 
will be on the next collective is made 
by the current staff. 

So come to Missoula. It's a 
pretty hip town, even if you can't get 
decent bagels. During your stay, 
accomodations will be provided at the 
elegant Journal office, overlooking 
Higgins Avenue, and the local food 
bank's dumpster always has good 
food. 

It's a good excuse to 
come hang out in Montana. 
Plus you get $300. What more 
could you ask for? 

-Allison Slater 
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Summer Sols 


By Peggy Sue Mcraf. 

Flaming wheels of flowers circle theshoreon Midsummer's Eve. The 
biggest bonfire-lighting holiday of Europe is celebrated on the eve of the 
longest day of the year, Midsummer, or Summer Solstice. Litha, Europe's 
goddess of abundance, power and order, captures the Sun King at the apex 
of his power and whirls him across the celestial dance floor into the 
declining light. What blossomed- with spring is now imbued with power 
from the sun to grow fruit. Litha, crowned with roses, celebrates the longest 
day of summer with feasting and dancing. The ritual bonfire, which 
represents the sun, is kept burning through the night. Leaping through the 
flames will bring protection in the coming year. At the end of the feasting, 
wreaths of flowers worn by revelers are cast upon the flames. Midsummer 
isa traditional time to gather herbs for use in healing and magic throughout 
the year. Irish tradition holds that on Midsummer's Eve one's soul wanders 
from the body to the eventual place of death. 


Celebrate Litha, the summer solstice } by building a bonfire 
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Don't Bring Your Guns to Church ^ 

Ex-Hunter Responds To Huey Johnson . ^ 


(Editors note: Since we all en- 
joy a healthy debate, from now on the 
Earth First! Journal will regularly fea- 
ture editorial submissions in this space.) 

I think Huey was really off 
target on the issue of spirituality, (Huey 
Johnson, 'On Hunting,' Eustar '92). 
Far be it for me to decide what is or is 
not of a spiritual nature to anyone, but 
it's easy to see how he uses the guise of 
spirituality to defend his arguments. 
He tries his hardest to convince us that 
for him hunting is a spiritual quest 
which connects him to the land. I 
know that hunting is a way to interact 
with nature. However, in our society 
and with our technology, most mod- 
em-day’Hunts truly are a means of 
exerting human's dominance over na- 
ture. 

( From personal experience, I 
'( believe that the "thrill o f the kill" ran - 
1 jiot be compared to the ‘/spiritu al high" 
one~ggt5~trdm aTt rue con necti on to 
/na ture.'I The first large animal I killed 
was a female white-tail deer when I was 
16 years old. After I shot and missed 
four times, the disoriented deer ran 
uphill toward me. stooping in her tracks 
not 40 yards from Tut,' iuO'kTng me 
straight in the eye. I took a deep 
breath, leveled my gun, and dropped 
her with my last shell. She died slowly, 
never taking her eyes from me. After a 


shocked minute, I jumped up and down 
excitedly, yelling for my dad. He ar- 
rived to see her still breathing, with me 
standing over her. He tried to hand me 
his pistol to "finish her off." Refusing, 
I looked away, sensing her death would 
come soon enough, no longer being 
able to watch the life drain from her 
eyes. As we gutted her, he pointed out 
the sacks of milk she was feeding her 
young with. The reality of leaving an 
unweaned fawn orphaned weighed on 


in status in grampa's eyes. They suc- 
ceeded in football and baseball, but I 
was a great huntress. 

My earliest, happiest memo- 
ries were of tagging along with my dad 
on the hunt, following him through 
tall corn fields and walking along 
hedgerows when I was just 4 or 5 years 
old. My love of the outdoors and the 
wild places came alive every fall when 
I was finally given a reason to get out in 
the woods. It seemed hunting was in 


But a few of my male friends were 
outwardly hostile toward me, down 
playing my successful hunt by claim- 
ing that they would never shoot a doe, 
that they were waiting for the trophy 
buck, and then attempting to prove 
themselves superior by challenging me 
at contests of ballistic knowledge. I 
recognized even then that any kind of 
spiritual connection seemed impossible 
for these boys, because their egos were 
so tied up in the size of their guns and 
the size of the buck they would score 
someday. Their hunt was one of domi- 
nance and conquest. 

The next three deer seasons 
went without a shot. I raised my gun a 
few times, but I always told myself the 
deer was too far, soo small, too quick. I 
never considered these hunts unsuc- 
cessful. I loved the peace of the woods, 
sitting quietly for hours watching the 
snowfall, wondering why I only do this 
with a gun in my hands. Yes, thF 
"spiritual" side was emerging but my 
attachment to this ritual — lifelong and 
rooted deeply in my sense of family i 
history — kept one from probing the/ 
deeper questions. 

In western New York, it seemed 
like you needed a good excuse to break 
away from the urban rush. Hunting 
had always provided this for my dad, 
and as I got older, it seemed that I was 
falling into that same trap. Now I 

continued on page 33 


I never really got to 
experience the great beauty of the 
land without hunting... 


my conscience, but my dad reminded my blood, and it sure felt "spiritual." I 
me that it was our obligation to thin never reaJl^gol-to experience the greaT 
the overpopulated deer herds. I ov er- "beaut y of the la n d wit hout hunting, or 
came any remorseful feelings I had " prepari ng for the hunt, or even pre- 
when I thought about the excitement tending to bunt. For me, hunting was 
of my first big kill. After all, this was a the equivalent of communing with 
victorious day for me! I received a nature. 1 could not separate the two. 

heroine's welcome as the only hunter In high school, I quickly won 

in my extended family to baga deer for the respect (and sometimes resentment) 
Thanksgiving. — Mv father was full of from fellow hunters when I was the 
pride that his girl got the first deer she first in my group of friends to kill. Most 
ever shot at. as tn e oldest grandaughter, were impressed, many shocked that 
I had equalledTmy older male cousins such a "sweet girl" would kill a deer. 



Dear SFB, 

•j During a recent philosophical dis- 

cussion a bunny- hugger friend of mine 
pointed out that I talk "as if cows were 
not even animals." 

Cows — animals? 

Of course not! Cows are closer to 
plants, only stupider, too stupid, in 
fact, to survive in the wild, as the Chair 
of the NM Game & Fish Commission 
pointed out. But really, that's malign- 
ing plants. Cows are like rocks. 

But not, to be fair, like wild rocks. 
More like domestic rocks, house rocks, 
couch rocks... 

A cow is basically a t.v. with poor 
reception. 

\ — Mogollon 


An Open Letter from some New 
Mexico Earth Firstlers to Judi Bari 
and the Redwood Summer Organiz- 
ers: 

The activist conference sort of got 
us thinking about stuff, and inspired us 
to write this letter. Please note that we 
are writing not only as environmental 
activists from another bioregion, but 
also as part of an affinity group that 
spent well over a month at Redwood 
Summer. But most importantly as 
friends. 

First, we'd like to offer our apolo- 
gies for some of the aftermath of Red- 


wood Summer. We did our generous 
share of criticizing the way things went, 
while forgetting to be so generous with 
our words of praise and respect for the 
people who did lots of good work. This 
is a problem within our movement 
that's unfortunately all-too-common. 

We hope that at this point you 
can understand that we, and perhaps 
others, did this not out of dislike or 
disrespect for you, but probably out of 
something more like impatience. We 
are all plagued with a desperate sense 
of urgency. We all with we could stop 
the Madness. Somehow. And immedi- 
ately. We've all tried, many different 
ways, and we've all met with more 
than our share of heartbreak and fail- 
ure. 

But we've also learned a lot. Un- 
fortunately, we rarely allow ourselves 
the pleasure or the time to consider 
that. Bad move. . . 

Here's the thing: Probably all of us 
are haunted from time to time by the 
echoing thunder of giant redwoods 
falling, the time when, after being out 
all night we found ourselves trapped, 
hiding, and listening; tears streaking 
our dirty faces. When we later criti- 
cized Redwood Summer, we were re- 
membering our own sense of helpless- 
ness and pain. We were urgently try- 
ing to answer question like, 'Why didn't 
it work?' 'What should've been differ- 


ent?' 'Could it have been different?' 
Maybe not. But we had to ask. 

Perhaps in the end we mostly failed 
ourselves in a way., .that means us and 
you. . .for not considering the good parts 
as being much important. 

We did do some good for the 
Redwoods and we should be glad for 
that. But not only for that, but for our 
personal accomplishments as well. Our 
experience with our affinity groups 
was totally awesome . W e worked hard, 
had fun doing it, and came to share 
both the fury and frustration, and the 
special love and compassion that only 
happens between fellow warriors. For 
us, that's a priceless memory, and one 
that made us tighter, better warriors, 
and hopefully better tribe members. 
And you guys gave us the chance to 
pull that off. 

But, perhaps we mostly fucked up 
in not telling the world how much we 
love and respect you, Judi, and how 
much we all hurt when they got you. 
We all suffered a major shock from it. 
They hit you, and for us, that's close to 
home. I guess we figure that in more 
ways than not, you're one of us. 
Whether we share the same tactical 
ideas or not, it's important to us, for 
you to know that when they hurt you, 
they hurt all of us. I guess we just took 
it for granted that you'd know that. 
Sorry. We want you to know that we're 
with you. 

As you continue to stand, how- 
ever painfully, for the Earth, please 
don't ever feel bad for decisions you 
have to make. We'll do our best to 
understand, and whether we do or not, 
we'll do our best to support you. We 
hope you can do the same for us. 

Love and Wildness from New 
Mexico ~~ ~~- 1 — 

Dear Head Waste, 

Just a comment for the kids of 
Western Wolves InfoLetter. It's great 
to hear about kids like you who have 


got their shit together and are doing 
something to stop the impending en- 
vironmental doom. The most impor- 
tant thing in deciding what to do is to 
follow your hearts. Putting out a news- 
letter is a good way to encourage other 
kids and get information out. But 
don't rule out civil disobedience be- 
cause of your age. Anything illegal is a 
risk for all of us, but if you're under 18, 
you have an advantage — your record 
gets erased when you turn of age. I'm 
not encouraging you to get arrested — 
my motto is "don't get caught" — but 
just remember that ACTION is what 
it's all about. Action is what will make 
you feel strong and other kids feel 
interested. Take heart and don't be 
afraid to live your dream. You know 
you're right, and therein is your 
strength. 

I hope these words inspire you, as 
hearing about kids like you inspires 
me. Thanks. 

^LiveWildj; 

— Ben A Round 

Dear butthole effluent brain, 

If it wasn't for the fact that this 
morning should be stormy over well 
wetted lands with, yet, a few patches of 
snow with lots of morels coming up, 
this still blue sky, sun filled morning, 
over snowless for 11/2 months, drying 
land with hardly a morel, would be 
entirely wonderful! Oh well! 

In Beltain issue '92, a letter ex- 
pressing concern of comments on Rain- 
bow Gathering in the previous issue, 
was ed note responded to. The reply 
insinuated that the People of the Rain- 
bow Gatherings represent, "Sentiment 
without action." Anyone who holds 
such a view on the Rainbow is very 
narrow visioned. 

Many, many of all kinds of people 
share the Gathering and all are wel- 
comed to come. Some of the most 

continued on page 28 
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Chevron 
Oil Drilling 
in Papau 
New Guinea 
Meets Stiff 
Resistance 

Chevron to Get "Bougainvilled" 
in Papua, New Guinea 

By Dave Collins 

This summer, petroleum will 
flow from Papua New Guinea's first 
developed oil field. However, local 
residents and US environmentalists are 
countering this Chevron-led $ 1 billion 
project with resistance, because it will 
hasten destruction of the country's vast 
interior wilderness. 

Papua New Guinea, the eastern half 
of New Guinea, is home to Southeast 
Asia's largest rainforests. The western 
half of the island, Irian Jaya, is part of 
the Republic of Indonesia. Two years 
ago, citizens angered by the 
government's inept and mercenary race 
for development rioted and shut down 
one of the world's largest copper mines 
on the Papua New Guinea-adminis- 
tered island of Bougainville. It remains 
shut down to this day. 

Similar action has recently disrupted 
operations at the Mt. Rare mine near 


the Indonesian bor- 
der and also at the Ok 
Tedi mine in the cen- 
tral highlands. 

"People speak of 
plans to 

'bougainville,' or vio- 
lently shut down, dif- 
ferent projects," said 
Colleen Murphy- 
Dunning, of 

Rainforest Action 
Network. "That's 
what you hear now 
around Lake 

Kutubu." 

Lake Kutubu is a 
4,165 square kilome- 
ter oil field in the 
heart of the highland 
rainforest that may 
contain over 200 mil- 
lion barrels of petro- 
leum. This project 
was begun in 1989 by Chevron and 
five other companies: British Petro- 
leum, BHP Petroleum, Ampolex Group, 
Merlin Petroleum, and Oil Search PNG. 

Environmental "safeguards" are 
claimed to be strict. The consortium 
says it has taken "pains" (ouch?), to cut 
a minimum number of trees, and many 
of the roads constructed to service the 
rigs have been designated as "tempo- . 
rary" so as to discourage logging in the 
area. 

However, changes have come to Lake 
Kutubu. "I made my recordings about 
25 miles from the oil site. Now the 
birds have gone," said Dr. Stephen Feld 
of the University of Texas at Austin, 
whose recordings of rainforest sounds 
have been popular all over the world. 
"You see or hear very little wildlife in 
general — all you hear are helicopters. 
Oil extraction is having a devastating 
impact on the region," he said. 

While concern for the well-being of 
the Gulf of Papau area is primary, 


environmentalists are apprehensive 
that the incursions will open the way 
for rapacious logging and mining that 
increasingly afflict Papua New Guinea. 

"Though some of the roads are tem- 
porary, there will be a permanent road 
into the highlands," said Murphy-Dun- 
ning. "Access could bring logging." 

A spokeswoman from Papua 
New Guinea's embassy in Washington 
DC maintains that Chevron has no 
intention of enticing loggers. But she 
conceded that her government may 
decide differently. "Some companies 
are applying for logging concessions in 
the area — so far, the government hasn't 
made any decisions," she said. 

Colleen Murphy-Dunning ac- 
knowledged that relations are indeed 
souring between the consortium and 
Kutubu residents. 

"People we talked to at two vil- 
lages — Soro and Yokopo — told us they 
think it will end up like Bougainville. 
They've had it." 


Power Struggle at Point Aconi 

Nova Scotian Community Fights Power Plant 


By Julia Roll 

Waiting out one of the tedious 
meetings that took up so much of our 
time in our "classroom without walls" 
with the Audubon Expedition, my ears 
suddenly perked up. One guide ex- 
plained he had been approached by a 
Nova Scotian who, upon seeing the 
Audubon Expedition sign on our school 
bus, wanted us to hear his cause. I 
immediately wanted to hear the man 
and began to listen anxiously to our 
clumsy consensus discussion. I crossed 
my fingers hoping we would get to 
learn the man's predicament. After an 


interminable debate, it was decided 
that we would offer him our ears and 
he would offer us his land to camp on 
for the night. 

As our bus pulled onto his land, I 
became even more curious. There 
seemed to be only men about who 
were lounging around their cars. They 
exuded an air of machoness and I won- 
dered skeptically what they were so 
eager to tell us. Before we jumped off 
the bus, our guides reminded us of our 
"commitments" not to smoke, drink, 


or use any illegal substance. I only half 
listened as I watched the men pull out 
of their barn in a shiny, snazzy sports 
car. We must have looked odd in their 
eyes sitting in the bus talking as if we 
were scared to come out. 

Finally, we hopped off the bus to 
meet the men and set up our tents. For 
dinner, they grilled fish for us. I forget 
what type of fish they prepared but I 
remember it was delicious. Having 
been brought up in suburbia and hav- 
ing known fish only as a rather bland 
boring food that came from supermar- 


ket freezers, I was impressed. They kept 
urging us to eat more fish and showing 
us how there was plenty left. I studied 
the silvery shapes and tried to imagine 
what it would be like to eat from your 
river instead of your local supermarket. 
We ate our fill, but politely declined 
their offers of beer. 

I heard someone mention Micmacs. 
Never having heard of Micmacs I 
thought they must be some kind of 
bird like Macaws or Magpies, but I 
asked to be sure. I felt incredibly stupid 


when I was told that Micmacs were 
Native Americans in the area. Fortu- 
nately, the dusk covered the blush of 
my embarassment. And as the sun fell, 
the sweet aroma of marijuana arose to 
the probable dismay of our guides. 
Soon it got dark and we moved into the 
lit barn to begin our meeting. 

The twenty students and three 
guides of the Audubon Institute Expe- 
dition sat in a half circle on bundles of 
hay and our hosts completed the circle. 
I was glad when an older woman and a 
middle aged woman with kids arrived 
to show a better balance of the com mu- 
nity. As they spoke, one interrupting 
the other to add indignant, outraged 
comments, we began to understand 
the horror that was descending upon 
their island. 

Nova Scotia Power Corporation 
(NSPC) was in the process of building a 
165 megawatt coal-fired power plant 
on the Northern tip of Point Aconi on 
Cape Breton Island. Although the plant 
was not completed, it was already mak- 
ing its presence well known. In its 
construction, the plant had used 
enough of the precious watertable of 
Boularderie Island, a small island on 
the mouth of the Bras D'Or Lakes, to 
begin making wells in the vicinity of 
the plant go dry or become undrinkable. 
One man at the meeting had been 
arrested when his well went dry and he 
stole water for his pregnant wife. He 
was sitting in the dark up in the loft of 
the barn. 

We learned of the tons of ash that 

continued on page 32 


Basically ; the Point Aconi Power 
Plant , through its insatiable appe- 
tite for water, will devastate an 
entire region. 


She added that Chevron's promises 
of schools and clinics haven't material- 
ized, and those roads are eroding and 
affecting river fisheries. 

"People are terribly worried about 
degradation of the Kutubu environ- 
ment," she said, adding, "They live by 
agriculture, hunting, and fishing, and 
they want to keep it that way." 

Of particular concern to environ- 
mentalists is the Gulf of Papua, where 
the oil will be unloaded from pipeline 
to tankers. Navigation is treacherous, 
due to extensive coral reefs that are in 
the area. In addition, there are rich 
fisheries which could suffer greatly in 
the event of a major spill and chronic, 
low-level(?) oil pollution. 

Chevron claims that spill contin- 
gency plans will be as rigorous as they 
are purported to be in the United States. 
"When the oil flows, we'll have the 
best equipment in the world standing 
by," said Chevron VP Rod Hartung. 

It is interesting to note that 
this oil consortium has assumed re- 
sponsibility for all oil spills in the area 
and that special boats outfitted with 


"People speak 
of plans to 
' bougainville , ’ 
or violently shut 
down different 
projects. That's 
what you hear 
now around 
Lake Kutubu. " 


containment gear will stand by all load- 
ing tankers. The consortium report- 
edly will require certification of each 
tanker's seaworthiness before it is per- 
mitted to land. 

The government owns control- 
ling interest in the Lake Kutubu 
project — 22.5% compared with 
Chevron's 19.4%. Co-ownership of 
resource extraction ptojects has become 
increasingly common, which is con- 
ducive to corruption. 

Although the nation has strict 
environmental laws, they are routinely 
ignored, resulting in the widespread 
destruction of rainforests by the inter- 
national logging companies. In 1987, 
an inquiry by then-Prime Minister Paias 
Wingti concluded that corruption was 
rampant between government officials 
involved with the timber beasts. 

The logging corhpanies' influence 
was indicated when little was changed, 
although the document was consid- 
ered a scathing indictment. 

The confrontations on Bougainville 
and at Mt. Rare and Ok Tedi grew out 
of cultural conflicts as well as dissatis- 
faction with the government's role. 

While only 4 million people live in 
Papua New Guinea, there are more 
than 850 separate languages and 3,000 
dialects spoken — a legacy of the isola- 
tion enforced by the island's mountain 
ranges. 

However, its numerous clans com- 
monly share a martial culture, where 
warfare is regarded as a viable response 
to affronts. There were, about a gen- 
eration ago, some clans who still en- 
gaged in head-hunting. 

These clans also share a strong mer- 
cantile tradition. Over 97% of the 
island's land is privately owned. Land 
has always defined clan identity, 
wealth, and also conflict. 

continued on page 32 
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L-P Slaps 

. , - . , , , . . Lawsuit on 

Albion Meadow Uprising Earth First: 

1 Also names Friends of 

Enchanted Meadow, and 150 
John and Jane Does 

continued from page one 

of Enchanted Meadow filed suit to pro- document the actions. Then two tree- Strategic lawsuit Against Public Partici- continued fromage one 
tect the area from logging. sitters (nesting osprey) were discov- pation (SLAPP suit) in Judge Luther's of its land and it has been raking in 

On April 21st, after a tempo- ered nearby. Since the presence of the court, naming Albion River Watershed record profits. The suit seeks an in- 
rary restraining order on the logging osprey would prevent L-P from cutting Protection Association, Friends of En- junction keeping those named, others 
was granted, and then lifted by Judge Raven's Call for the time being, the chanted Meadow, and Earth First! as to be added, and "all other persons 
James Luther, the forestry department sitters decided to accept a Sheriff's offer defendants along with 15 individuals acting in concert with them..." 100 
rescinded approval of the plans. L-P of being cited and released, with all and 100 John and Jane Does. The suit yards away from L-P employees and 
officials told the state forestry agency their equipment, if they came down, claims that the above-named individu- the two THP's, a suppression of any 
that they would cut anyway, cutting L-P balked at this idea, and the Sheriff als and groups trespassed on Louisi- activity interfering with timber opera- 
two old-growth trees after the order threatened to deputize EF! climbers ana-Pacific's lands, blocked access to tionson these plans (even though there 
came down. L-P then filed suit, claim- who were to assist the sitters in their the area by L-P employees, and did any are legal points still undecided), and 
ing that they would have to shut down descent. The thought of Earth First! number of other terribly nasty things damages. Amount of money damages 
their Ukiah mill if they were not al- Sheriff's deputies running wild in to prevent L-P from carrying out their are not yet defined, 
lowed to cut the Enchanted Meadow "their" woods was evidently frighten- legal mission of destroying the forest. Responded Darryl Cherney, 

area, as if less than 300 acres would ing enough to make L-P reconsider. The suit asked for an injunction to who has taken part in the protests, 
make or break this corporate giant. The next three weeks saw con- keep this sort of thing from happening both on the ground and in the trees, 

Judge Luther bought this ridiculous tinuous direct action in and around anymore. A temporary restraining or- "It's hard to believe that L-P, the multi- 
line of bullshit and on April 23rd lifted the forest. Tactics have included hu- der was granted by Judge Luther, but billion-dollar Darth Vader of logging 


the stop order, giving L-P the go-ahead man and vehicle blockade, gate 
to begin cutting. lockdowns, cat-and-mouse antics, am- 

Direct action began the next phibious assaults in canoes by the 
day, as gyppo loggers were slaughter- Albion Nation navy, guerrilla picnics, 
ing the few old-growth trees in an area direct non-violent confrontation of the 
of the timber harvest plan known as loggers and tree-sits. In an amazing 
Raven's Call. Logging operations were display of dedication and love for the 
halted by cat-and-mouse actions spread forest, a tree-sitter known only as "Dark 
over the entire logging area. These Moon" has been perched on his plat- 
actions forced the Mendocino County form 80 feet up a redwood tree since 
Sheriff to stop the logging for the day, May 18th. He has been regularly 


In the weeks since the filing of the 
N SLAPP suit , the actions have 
continued unabated... 

( 

i 

3 out of concern for citizen safety. The resupplied, and shows no intention of 
^ following day, EF! troops arrived to coming down in the near future. An 
assist the Albion nation effort against 18-year-old woman by the name Little 
L-P. Tree occupied a platform for over a 

Two days later, the first two week, despite harassment from L-P se- 
tree-sits of the campaign went up in curity and threats that they would pre- 
Raven's Call. The first arrests occurred vent resupply. 

the same day, as local cops zeroed in on On May 18th, L-P and the 

media people who were in the area to gyppo crony Robert Pardini, filed a 



has had absolutely no effect on either companies, could suffer 'substantial 
the actions or the energy level of the damage' from the actions of a hundred 
campaign. or so neighbors of the logging area. 

In the weeks since the filing of These suits will not deter us in our 
the SLAPP suit, the actions have con- efforts to save the forests surrounding 
tinued unabated, using many of the the Enchanted Meadow." 
same tactics as before, with all partici- "Last week L-P bullied the CDF 

pants defying the restraining order and into throwing in the towel on a legal 
subsequently issued injunction. On challenge to these plans, so that the 
May 28th, an upside-down RV was merits of the case have still to be heard," 
used as a blockade on the main en- said another activist. "Now they are 
trance to the logging site, giving new using more bullying tactics on non- 
meaning to the phrase 'best and high- violent protesters and attempting to 
est use." This blockade shut down squash first amendment rights. They 
logging for ovdr four hours. On June are truly living up to their nickname 
1st, three more tree-sitters went up in "Sleaziana Pacific." 

Raven's Call as the fledgling osprey Cross-complaints are being 

filed against Louisiana-Pacific by me- 
dia people who were arrested, violating 
their First Amendment rights, and by 
local people, uninvolved with the pro- 
tests, who were arrested simply for be- 
ing in the area. 

have been reported, although some 
acti vists have been victims of^traf lcs 

byToggers. Since April 27 f continuous 

free~sits in " several lo cations have in- 

volvetJ-eJgvenl sitter^ In the mean- $120,900,000 in gross profits last year, 
timeTfilrtherlegal action to stop L-P is and say Enough! Protesters vow to 
being explored. continue the campaign for as long as it 

With nearly the entire Albion takes. 

River watershed under threat of attack, For more information about 

residents feel they must take a stand the Enchanted Meadow Action, con- 
against Lousiana-Pacific, which made tact the Mendocino Environmental 

C ' onfor /7A7\ A CO 1 /'s-s* 


prepar ed to leave the nest. 

1 All told, there have beenover ; 

70 arrests, including many children.} 
Videographers in particular have been 
targeted by L-P security and policy/ 
Nu incidents or violence by protesters 



Exxon CEO 
Detained By 
Rainbow Warr 


Every Little Bit Helps 
Sabotage of Natural 
Gas Well in Montana 


A SNARL! 


\merica. If a group of eco-freaks 
really managed to pull this off, 
lopefullv they'll take Mr. Reso on 


claim 

actior 
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Fairview Forest Activist 
Found Innocent 
ofTomohawk Cop Chop 

By Indiana Pat 

Jan Wilder-Thomas was take a photograph of her best friend 
brought to trial on May 4, 1992, eight who had just sat down in front of the 
and a half months after being charged oncoming lead pickup truck. Then she 
with an aggravated battery felony to a heard a shout, "It's aggravated battery, 
police officer on the morning of the take her away!" Two officers dragged 
Fairview forest massacre, August 26, her off, and she was held for 29 hours 
1991. A jury comprised of citizens in the county jail before being allowed 
from Jackson County, southern Illi- to make bail. 

nois, found her not-guilty of felony On August 27, Jan's cell block 

aggravated battery and misdemeanor was sprayed with Diazanon4E, a deadly 
battery. The trial, featuring testimony insecticide used for roach control, and 
from three police officers for the pros- she spent four hours huddled under 
ecution, eyewitness for the defendant, her blankets breathing through a wash- 
Dr. Joe Glisson, and Jan Wilder-Tho- cloth. From her makeshift cocoon, she 
mas herself, lasted a day a half. In the tried to explain to her cellmates the 
end the jury members voted their dis- danger of insecticides, while they ner- 
gust that Jackson County States Attor- vously smoked and ate lunch. Diazanon 
ney W. Charles Grace had pushed this has been banned on sod farms and golf 
case as malicious prosecution for Jan's courses because it is so deadly to birds, 
political forest advocacy. Jan started the Shawnee Soli- 

The assistant state's attorney, darity Hunger Strike while incarcer- 
Joe Miller, introduced a video tape to ated, which she and three friends, Joe, 
demonstrate what he characterized as Jason, and Mike, continued for three 
the "tomahawk chop." The tape was weeks, while Fairview was being hauled 
shown three times on a big screen TV away. With the help of over 300 con- 
in slow motion, while the jury mem- cerned citizens who pledged 24 hour 
bers strained to see the so called "blow." solidarity strikes, the campaign con- 
Dr. Joe Glisson testified that on the tinued for three months, 
morning in question, he had seen the The jury spent their lunch hour 

arresting policeman hit Jan in the chest organizing to help circulate informa- 
with his outstretched arm and her hand tion about the threat to the Shawnee 
came down as a reflex action. It was a National Forest. They then returned to 
comic scene as Miller tried to discredit the courtroom with a notguilty verdict 
Glisson's testimony by asking him to on both counts. Afterwards in the hall, 
scrutinize the video tape as it was moved Jan received heartfelt encouragement 
forward frame by frame. "All I can see from her jurors. They made comments 
are blurry flashes and shadows," com- like, "Keep up the good work," "Ther' 
mented Glisson, thus summing up the state didn't have a case," "I'm going to 
opinion of the jury, all of whom exhib- complain to the state's attorney about 
ited incredulous facial expressions dur- the way you were treated," "We want 
ing the proceedings. to know what you know so we can help 

When asked by her public de- you organize in the community," and, 
fender, Paul Vanni, why she was at the "Honey, I just looked at your three 
Fairview gate in August, Jan replied, "I beautiful children, that's how I voted." I 
received a call on August 23, 1991, At one point, the arresting po-i/ 

informing me that a rare forest mu- lice officer apologized to Jan, mutter-\\ 
seum, filled with living art, would be ing under his breath, "This was not my u 
destroyed on August 26." The state's idea to push these charges. This is 
attorney objected, but the jury listened stupid! You just keep doing the work 
and understood. The defendant ex- you're doing. Somebody has to save/ 
plained that she didn't remember strik- this forest." jj 

ing an officer, that she was trying to j 

A Prayer for Peg Millet 

From a deep tunnel of sound 
your voice comes through , 
strong , resonant , alive and pained. 

I remember you from four years ago , 
a July evening on a wooded ridge. 

We joked obscene and absurd 
and the moon floated hollow words 
in a fathomless light. You're behind 
bars now for years and talk of prayers. 

Perhaps you know there is no hope for the wild. 

We are, after all, on the losing side. 

A certain tree is sacred to you. You love 
your horse and dog unseen, whose wet smells 
retreat with each day. Yet the Great Mystery 
still carries you along. I cannot believe in words 
marshalled to the smoggy winds, 
and reason with congressmen. Yet if prayer 
is connection, your voice, the healing touch, 
a spear of faith hurled from the heart and groin, 
then here it is Peg, for you, through the censored mail 
or motes of sunlight: my most severe ciy, albedo 
on the Sonoran gullies, inchoate. Rake it up, my friend, 
and let it all slip away. There is the power. 

Thank you for showing me. 

— Michael Robinson , , , , 

Pd&re.mrthPifftlAithfl, 1992 



Peg Millet is one of the five 
Earth Finders wrested ill the 1989 
FBI SWAT team bust in Arizona. In 
a group plea bargain, she plead guilt 
to aiding and abetting destruction Of 
property and was sentenced to three 
years in prison. She began serving hi 
sentence on October 3, 1991, at a 
federal prison just north of Phoenix, 
Arizona. Her address is: 23118-008 
Federal Prison damp. 37900, A 45t 
A i-c . Dept. 1 785, Phoenix, AZ 
85027 - 7006 . Mark Davis, also ofth 
Arizona 5. who is serving a six-year 
sentence, can be written to at: 
23106-008, Federal Prison Camp 
POB 1000-MB 064, Boron, CA 
93516. Send mail.' 

April Fool's Day 1992 

New Moon 


ireetings from Club Fed, 1 

It s time for an update: your 

ards and letters keep coming in. and fight for myself anyway, 
hey are like food to me and cher- . . l*at this along with some high 

.bed. The whole unit knows how drama in my personal life and the 
mch mail we each get now because lessons for me came out like this: 1 am 
n- institution took away our PO totally powerless over other people’s 
oxes. So each evening we wait for actions, financially and romantically, 
aail call to be passed out. So far in anyway. I can decide what f want, 
xy incarceration I've never gone a - then ask for it; but 1 might not get 
ay without mail. That must be what 1 expect. That's ok: more will be 
?me kind of record! Thank you all revealed. My needs are being met. 
om the bottom of my heart! Pray, stay steadfast, give what 1 want 

Monday the 24 th of Febru- to receive. I'm learning the difference 
ry, 1 was to see the parole board. My between passion and obsession, 
lends here gussied me up and One thing that is constant in 

ianed me decent court clothes; they here, as anywhere, ischange. 1 finally 
e'en curled my hair. It was a good escaped the kitchen in February into 
ay. Many friends had me in their the VampyarOL' Essentially doing 
earts and prayers that day. There what 1 did when I first arrived: raking 
ere six of usgoing to see the board, on the compound. Oh, to expand the 
he last three of us were cal led in the lungs in the-desert spring! Orange 
Ternoou . The two women ahead of blossoms sweetening the breeze from 
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An Encounter 
With Hurwitz 
in Houston 



By Whead Peoples 

Environmentalists Feller Goff 
and Whead Peoples scored a first and 
definitely struck a nerve with Charles 
Hurwitz in a carefully orchestrated two- 
man demonstration on Earth Day, April 
22, in front of his' Maxxam Corpora- 
tion headquarters building at San 
Fedipe and Augusta Drive in Houston, 
Texas. 

Employing a 1973 black 
Cadillac hearse, Goff and Peoples 
parked directly in front of the office 
building where Hurwitz conducts busi- 
ness for his Maxxam Corporation and 
deliberately in a No Parking zone 
around 11:30 am. This maneuver be- 
gan to immediately attract the atten- 
tion of the noon day crowd. The two 
went to work draping protest banners 
over the hearse and driving signs with 
stakes into the ground around the 
macabre vehicle. The protest message 
pointed a finger at Hurwitz's 
clearcutting of the beautiful California 
redwoods and invited-him to get the 
hell off the earth. 

The two, working hand over 
hand with a still camera and a video 
camcorder, began to make a pictorial 
record of the event. The crowd began 
to grow and people began to ask ques- 
tions like, "Say, does this guy Hurwitz 
work in this building?" Then a heavy 
set man wearing only a tie and white 
shirt approached the vehicle to ques- 
tion the protesters in an unusual, in- 
quisitive manner. The protesters sus- 
pected that he worked for Hurwitz and 
they only gave their name, rank and 


serial number and continued with their 
business. Two of Hurwitz's bodyguards 
appeared in front of the building wear- 
ing their blue blazers and dark slacks to 
hold a short conversation with the 
very inquisitive man with no jacket. 
Then the inevitable occurred. A police 
car rolled up behind the hearse. The 
timing couldn't have been better. The 
policeman requested that the protest- 
ers move their illegally parked vehicle 
which was blocking traffic, saying that 
they could park elsewhere and come 
back and protest all they wanted. The 
protesters were very cooperative with 
the policeman. They carefully removed 
their protest banners from the hearse 
and rolled them into a six-foot tube 
and for the crowd's benefit slid the 


tube, coffinlike, into the back of the 
hearse as if it were the body of a giant 
redwood tree or that of someone they 
were protesting against. There were a 
few thumbs up in the crowd and maybe 
a chuckle here and there. The officer 
did not write the protesters a ticket and 
the two cordially shook his hand and 
drove away from the scene with the 
police car behind them. The police car 
became part of the demonstration. 

Here the story should end, but 
there is more. Maybe it was the sur- 
prise of it all, or perhaps the presence of 
the hearse, or maybe the fact that the 
officer did not issue a citation, but 
whatever it was, something about this 
demonstration definitely, for better or 
worse, struck home with Charles 
Hurwitz. Next the protesters drove 
around back of the building and parked 
the hearse in the parking lot of a church 
directly across the street from the 
building's garage. Their plan was to 
unfurl the banners and face them off 
back to back with duct tape and walk 
back to the scene of the protest. Maybe 
it was the fact that the two were unfurl- 
ing the banners next to the hearse in a 
church parking lot or maybe it was just 
a fated coincidence, but what hap- 
pened next took both the protesters 
and Charles Hurwitz by surprise. You 
see, as the protesters left the front of 
the building, Hurwitz hurried down to 
the parking garage and got in his car. 
Maybe he was going out to lunch, 
maybe he was just ducking out, maybe 
he was planning on following the pro- 


testers, no one could say but there he 
was just a few yards away in his car 
coming out of the parking garage. 
When he saw the protesters unfurling 
their banners afresh on the church 
ground something must have took hold 
of him. Maybe it was anger, maybe it 
was guilt or maybe it was fear. No one 
could tell, but he stopped his car and 
leaped out and came hurtling across 
the grassy knoll of the church property 
demanding to know, as he charged, 
just what was going on. The confron- 
tation was fraught with a businesslike 
tension as Feller Goff took control of 
the situation. Like a good salesman 
and attorney with all the answers up 
front he mockingly addressed the per- 
son of Charles Hurwitz, "Say, aren't 


you Charles Hurwitz?" "Why, yes, 1 am 
Charles Hurwitz!" Hurwitz was incredu- 
lous. "Well, then come over here," Goff 
ordered, "and take a look at this banner. 
I'd like you to read what it says." The 
banner portrayed a cartoon likeness of 
Hurwitz dressed in a storm trooper's 
uniform with money signs instead of 
the swastika on his arm band, carrying a 
chainsaw strapped around his neck, 
submachine gun fashion, with a group 
of felled redwoods in the background. 
The written message was just as passion- 
ate and invited Hurwitz in the final 
word to, "Get the hell off the planet." As 
Hurwitz glared without reading, Goff 
reminded him, "Today is Earth Day." 
"So what?!" retorted Hurwitz. "And for 
your information," he added, "Those 
trees are already dead." He began to 
brag about the success of his timber 
company. He tried to make the point 
that he was aiding the economy, but it 
just did not come out that way. "Every- 
one has to live in a house made of 
wood!" he exclaimed. When Goff ques- 
tioned him, he denied that he sold his 
redwood lumber to Japan. He looked 
like a little child who has to give back a 
stolen toy. "I do not sell lumber to 
Japan!" he pouted. "Then who do you 
sell it to? You must sell it to someone," 
Goff pressed. There was no answer. 

Environmental news sources 
have revealed that Hurwitz does indeed 
sell his lumber to Japan, so down goes 
any justification about aiding the Ameri- 
can economy. "We plant five trees for 
every one we cut down." Hurwitz de- 
fended. "In fifty years no one will know 
the difference/' he continued. Goff 
then asked if he planned to live fifty 
more years to see the day people would 
soon forget his careless destruction of a 
natural treasure. "You fellas ought to 
get your facts straight!" he pointed 
accusingly. "What are you right now, 
about 51?" Goff moved in for the kill, 
"Let's see, you were born on January the 
5th weren't you?" Again Hurwitz went 
into a childish rage, "No, that is not my 
date of birth. Where did you get such 
information?!" Goff in fact had done 
his homework well. Now Hurwitz's 
mummified lips and jowls began to 
quake and his body took on the carica- 
ture of a fighting stance. Then, driving 
the last nail into the coffin Goff added, 
"And, oh yes, isn't that a Hermes tie you 
are wearing?" 

The protesters could see that 
they were getting nowhere with him 
and he was sure that he had not con- 
vinced them of his good intentions. He 
finally quit the scene storming off to his 
waiting car. However, he left with the 
definite knowledge that the protesters, 
men of his own age I might add, had 
done their homework, did have their 
facts straight and obviously knew a great 
deal more about him and what he was 
doing than he knew about them and 
what they were doing... right down to 


the style of his tie and the date of his 
birth. 

The protesters were not 
through, however. They took a part- 
ing shot at Hurwitz by following him 
to one of his known lunch hangouts 
and drove around the parking lot with 
one of the banners attached to the 
hearse. They decided to call it a day 
after that and headed for two local 
television stations where they left 
copies of their video recording. Need- 
less to say, neither station made use of 
the material due to the current public 
infatuation with recycling. 

Charles Hurwitz was visibly 
moved, enough to risk an open con- 
frontation with two unknown pro- 
testers without the full protection of 
his body guards. I would say that he 
had something deep down inside to 
feel ashamed over the redwoods and 
that the protesters somehow had hit a 
vital nerve. Maybe it was the presence 
of the hearse that brought him out, 
but two protesters on Earth Day in 
Houston, Texas, this 1992 year, got 
close enough to Charles Hurwitz to 
trade blows with him on a public 
street in an open and emotional dis- 
cussion. This demonstration proves 
what many environmentalists already 
know; it doesn't take a lot of banners 
and a crowd of hundreds of people to 
move the heart of the unimpassionate, 
just a dedicated willingness and a 
little imagination. 



Maybe he was going out to 
lunch, maybe he was just 
ducking out, maybe he was 
planning on following the 
protesters, no-one could say, 
but there was Hurwitz, 
just a few yards away. . . 
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Grassroots Reports From Local Earth First! Groups Who 
Participated In the April 21 John Muir Day Actions 


WINCHESTER, KENTUCKY 

"If you are looking for leadership 
among elected officials in Kentucky you 
may as well be looking for chickens with 
lips." 

— Unidentified Realist 

By Carls Coyote 

On John Muir's 154th birth- 
day, 10 celebrants armed with birth- 
day cake, a list of demands and the 
typical lengthy list of revealing mis- 
management facts descended on the 
Daniel Boone National Forest Head- 
quarters in Winchester, Kentucky. 
Why? To express our OUTRAGE of 
course, over the mis-management of 
Kentucky's publicly owned land. 

We arrived at the front door of 
the FS office at 3:00 pm (wave to the 
Freddie cam y'all!) only to find the 
front doors locked! A few uniformed 
Freddies gazed hungrily through the 
wire reinforced glass at the double 
chocolate cake inscribed with 'HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY JOHN MUIR 154." 


Forests of Japan) and for providing a 
place for ORV owning Hoosiers to ride 
them (ORV's aren't allowed in the for- 
ests of Indiana either) and all for FREE! 
Gotta love that Good ole Southern 
Hospitality! 

Fear not, fellow terra-ists! EF! 
has reared its ugly head in the state of 
Kentucky. We even made the local 
paper (Winchester Sun) and Lexington's 
evening news (channels 18 and 27). 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Earth First! held an 
outrageous birthday party for old John 
Muir at Coronado National Forest head- 
quarters as part of the April 21 National 
Day of Outrage Against the Forest Ser- 
vice. Approximately 35 critters joined 
in song and dance to condemn the 
management policies of the Coronado 
and call for the resignation of Supervi- 
sor James Abbott. (Abbott, who left 
New Mexico to get out of political heat, 
has been charged with pandering to 
the interests of wealthy miners, ranch- 



In honor of John Muir's Birthday, in the Shawnee National Forest Earth. 
First! ers, RACE (Regional Association of Concerned Environmentalists), 
SEACret and other concerned local folks converged on the Vienna 
Forest Service office with seven truckloads of over 150 pallets. 



"Are you closed?" 
the protesters in- 
quired. One brave 
government rep- 
resentative stuck 
his (rather promi- 
nent) nose far 
enough out of the 
door to inform us, 

"No we are busy 
working on our 
Earth Day 
projects." 

Unfazed by this 
blatant display of 
a renegade bu- 
reaucracy run 
amok in the face 
of citizens at- 
tempting to exer- 
cise their rights to 
free speech, we 
proceeded to en- 
lighten the FS 
(through double 
paned glass) as to 
who John Muir was and what he con- 
tributed to this once fine (and once 
forested) land. 

Half way through our celebra- 
tion of this founding father of the 
once-proud USFS, Forest Service repre- 
sentative Rex Mann (and his unidenti- 
fied body guard) braved the warm and 
windy elements to read a brief state- 
ment. This statement implied that the 
protesters present (born and bred Ken- 
tuckians all) were actually out of staters 
meddling in Kentucky's business. (As 
if our national forests did not belong to 
us all) and that we were terrorists (well, 
we were armed with an especially sus- 
picious looking baritone ukulele) . They 
then scampered back inside, slamming 
the door in a reporters face, and re- 
sumed their "Earthday Activities" 
(which seemed to involve a lot of vacu- 
uming and drinking coffee out of 
Styrofoam cups.) The reporters present 
were highly amused at the Forest Dis- 
service's unwillingness to engage in 
discussion. 

We concluded festivities with 
two awards: 1) The Silver Pallet Award 
was presented in honor of Daniel Boone 
National Forest's extraordinary efforts 
to log what remains of our hardwood 
forest, sell them at a loss to taxpayers as 
shipping pallets, most of which are 
used only once and then tossed into 
our rapidly filling landfills. Thanks 
Smokey! 2) The ORV Habitat Protec- 
tion Award was awarded for destroying 
our forests and hiking trails in order to 
create a market for Japanese made 
ORV's (which are not allowed in the 


ers and developers on our public lands, 
and with collusion in the violation of 
national environmental laws.) As a 
banner calling for preservation of our 
sky islands flew from the Congress St. 
Bridge to alert passers by to the action, 
William Bear led an animal costumed 
choir singing such hits as Overgrazed 
and My Darlin' Stripmined. Mean- 
while, an anonymous outraged dump 
truck driver graphically expressed sen- 
timents about livestock grazing on 
public lands by dumping a load of shit 
on the Federal Building plaza. An out- 
raged bear was cited for criminal tres- 
pass as blue suits were called in to 
prevent the delivery of a giant "pink 
slip" to supervisor Abbott. Eventually, 
a Freddie employee was sent down to 
appease the critters blocking the en- 
trances to the Federal building and 
deliver to Abbott his notice of termina- 
tion. Declaring every day a day of 
outrage against Freddy's policies of 
multiple abuse, the critters left peace- 
fully and vowed to take their outrage to 
the forests. 

NEW MEXICO 

By Victorio 

Forty-five Earth Firsters con- 
verged upon the Cibola National For- 
est Office and the Animal Damage 
Control Office (same building) to de- 
mand an end to ADC activities on 
public lands. 

Thirty EFlers then went to Re- 
gion 3 HQ in Albuquerque, some met 
with acting Deputy Regional Forester 


DA Briggs where Briggs explained that, 
"The Forest Service seeks to preserve 
our own jobs ultimately" (surprise, sur- 
prise). Other protesters occupied the 
sidewalk of the federal building where 
we yelled through a megaphone, "How 
long will it take you to get to GS-666," 
referring to higher ranking government 
officials being designated higher Gov- 
ernment Service numbers. 

Press coverage was moderate. 

OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON 

By Swamp Bear 

Cheetwoot EF! participated in 
the National Day of Outrage by target- 
ing the Olympic National Forest Head- 
quartersin Olympia, Washington. This 
brand new building had not yet been 
"christened" by the holy presence of 
an EF! action. When we arrived, the 
Fed Police informed us that the build- 
ing was closed to visitors for the day. 
No worry to us, we just took out our 
lawn ornaments of cardboard stumps 
and signs and decorated the front area. 
Our theme for the protest is that it was 
the "kick-off" party for the US Forest 
Dis-Service change in mangement. 
They had a good job as destroyers of 
biological diversity for 100 years, and 
we challenged them to become 
restroyers for the next 300 or so years. 
We tried to put "US Forest Service Open 
House: Free Cake" signs at the high- 
way exit for the headquarters, but the 
action had been leaked to the Freddies 
who were waiting to confiscate the 
signs. We did however proudly serve 


"stump" cupcakes in honor of John 
Muir to Freddies and on watchers while 
handing out our demands. I don't 
know if the Freddies didn't like our 
cooking or what, but for greedy con- 
sumers of Old Growth Forests, they 
sure didn't want to eat anything tha 
resembled a stump. 

The 35+ people had a good ol 
time drumming, dancing, and sigi 
waving. The Fed cop kept giving u 
updates as to what was happening u] 
at the Seattle EF! action. Maybe we cai 
find a way to utilize that service mor 
and keep down our phone bills. Th 
whole action went well except for 
New Age self-proclaimed "Elder" wh- 
freaked over signs such as "Red Tre 
Voles are Old Growth Dependent" a 
too violent and confrontational. Igues 
trying to save the forests for their owi 
sake is just too "far-out" of an idea fo 
some people. Nonetheless, a photo c 
the action made the cover of the EartI 
Day issue of The Daily Olympian, ou 
local paper. Live Wild and Free! 

SHUKSAN AND SEATTLE EF! 

By Tony Van Gessel 

Our destination was the Ml 
Baker-Snoqualmie National Fores 
headquarters, but on the way we pai< 
a visit to our local district ranger office 
We burst into the office as the recep 
tionist frantically search-. J for help 
"The Earth People are here!" By tha 
time, the trial of Smokey the Bear ha- 
begun. 

The eagle led the way in a pre 








test of outrage against Smokey and his 
habitat destroying policies. When the 
final animal had given testimony, the 
verdict was guilty as charged. The head 
of Smokey was justly ripped off to find 
out who was hiding behind the USFS 
mask; the commander-in-rape him- 
self, George Bush. Bush was rightly 
pummelled into the ground, scream- 
ing, "I am the environmental presi- 
dent!" 

We then went on to the head- 
quarters, but the federal agents had 
locked us out, so our theater proceeded 
outside. The energy was high among 
the 50 or so folks who showed up. The 
pissed-off newt, with monkeywrench 
in hand, kept the beat on the flagpole. 
Finally, someone threw sawdust over 
the legs of the Forest Service pubic 
relations guy. 

The demo was good in that it 
brought in a lot of new faces and en- 
ergy. Hopefully, we'll see these people 
in the next woods action, as many of us 
agreed we would rather have been in 
the forest blocking a timber sale. 

MICHIGAN 

A beautiful day and a wild spirit made 
the small action taken by Red Cedar 


Earth First! a success. The police came 
to protect our right to peaceful protest 
and the Freddy scientists and secretar- 
ies from "having wood chips or dung" 
put on their desks. We complied with 
these wishes (no wood chips handy 
anyway) and submitted our demands 
to the USFS in a suitable EF! fashion. 
Our hoots, howls, and hollers made 
them jump out of their seats and gave 
them a story to tell their kids. We then 
proceeded to hand out information 
sheets to cars at the local intersection 
and were greeted by the people in the 
four wheeled beasts with either honks 
and shouts of encouragement (one 
raised fist even) or rolled up windows 
and loud radios. Considering it was 
our first action and was put together at 
the last minute, it went very well. 

TENNESSEE 

The Day of Outrage brought 
enthused activists from Nashville, 
Murphesborough, Knoxvilee, Chatta- 
nooga, and Cleveland, Tennessee to- 
gether for a crowd of more than 40 
people. We protested at the Cleveland 
Forest Service Center for the Cherokee 
National Forest. Information was 
shared with smiling, honking passers- 


by as well as the Forest Service. We 
circled, screamed and came together to 
stop two logging trucks. The local 
media felt obligated to address the is- 
sues with coverage of the event. It was 
a successful if moderest event. 

SHAWNEE, ILLINOIS 

By Debra Fragala 

In honor of John Muir's Birth- 
day, in the Shawnee National Forest 
Earth Firstlers, RACE (Regional Asso- 
ciation of Concerned Environmental- 
ists), SEACret and other concerned lo- 
cal folks converged on the Vienna For- 
est Service office with seven truckloads 
of over 150 pallets. The protesters 
expressed their outrage at the continual 
disregard for species and their habitat 
and the FS's attempt to suspend the 
citizens' right to appeals. 

The FS parking lot was filled 
with pallets to protest nearly 60% of 
hardwoods cut on the Shawnee going 
to the production of pallets, over 70% 
of which are used only once — that's a 
direct line to the dump for our national 
Forests. The air was filled with chants 
of "A pallet a day takes the Forest away" 
and "Can the Plan!" On March 23 the 
Forest Plan for the Shawnee was re- 


Forests. 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

By Bunnie Rabid 

The Freddies could not have 
chosen a better location for their Re- 
gion 8 headquarters. The Freddie lair 
on Atlanta's most famous thorough- 
fare, Peachtree Street, was the perfect 
place for exposing Forest Service cor- 
ruption. Yuplanta's lunchtime travel- 
ers gawked as 30 plus protesters un- 
daunted by a driving rain held signs 
and a 46 foot banner that read "Envi- 
ronmental Assessment of the Forest 
Service: Finding of No Significant In- 
tegrity." The grim (Freddie) reaper 
chased animals and trees up and down 
the sidewalk as protesters chanted 
"Smokey lies, the forest dies." The 
highlight of the event was when ten 
year old Tristan "Puma" Ninez-Rhoades 
of the Kids for Konservation read over 
a megaphone a letter he had written to 
the Forest "Service. " In his letter, Tristan 
expressed dismay at the Forest Service 
propaganda displayed in his school. 
"Are you asking us to protect our for- 
ests so you can sell them to loggers?" 
he asked. Building security guards and 
members of Atlanta's finest looked on 
and made sure that no one left the 
sidewalk. The 
action ended 
with a rousing 
rendition of 
"Dead Freddie in 
the middle of the 
clearcut" (to the 
tune of "Dead 
Skunk") led by 
folk singer Rob- 
ert Hoyt. Then it 
was off to Rocky's 
up the street for 
free pizza 
(thanks, Rocky). 

PORTLAND, OR 
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leased. The plan allows for almost 10 
million board feet of timber to be cut a 
year. It opens up 90% of the Forest to 
oil and gas leasing and paves the way 
for almost 300 miles of ATV trails. 

The protesters then tried to 
move inside to have their concerns 
heard but were met at the door by 
armed Federal agents in bullet proof 
vests, which they claim was part of 
their everyday uniform. After the whole 
group was refused entry a gagged repre- 
sentative was handed over to symbol- 
ize the FS trying to silence the voice of 
the public by taking away the appeals 
process. 

There were a lot of other things 
that went on. The Grim Reaper tried to 
file an appeal but his entrance was 
blocked and he died and was carried 
away. The Forest plan was tossed at 
Sallee's head into a garbage can. John 
Muir was quoted throughout the day. 

The Forest Service was put on 
notice that as long as they continue 
their criminal and destructive manage- 
ment of the forest, EF! and RACE are 
going to be in their way each and every 
step. Appeals and lawsuits are being 
filed and people are again ready to put 
their bodies on the line to stop this 
corrupt agency from further destroy- 
ing what we have left of our National 


Ancient California Redwood tree with 
assorted defenders see to it that 
John Muir's birthday is observed by all, 
especially the loggers 


By Slugthang 
Riled out of 
submission by 
the yearly urge 
to vent outrage, 
an outlaw gang 
of forest animals 
marched 
through down- 
town Portland, April 21, 1992, and 
congregated on the front walk of the 
headquarters of Region 6 of the Forest 
Service. They were armed with a huge 
blowup of the 2/29/92 New York Times, 
"Can't See the Forest for the Sleaze" 
article, a set of black crucifixes, adorned 
with the heads of salmon, a bullhorn 
and an attitude. 

Ranting and barking, the wild 
ones held F. Dale Robinson personally 
responsible for the destruction of their 
forest home. "F. Dale, we know you're 
in there!" they boomed. "Quiver and 
tremble for your days are numbered!" 
"USFS out of my home. USFS out oi 
North America... The Forest Service kills 
Salmon!" and other irate ramblings. 

They read aloud the sorbid de- 
tails of the USFS "love Van" that has 
taken Freddies into their home for the 
purpose of mock breeding with prosti- 
tutes, an anthropocentric taxpayer's 
sham! But mostly they were pissed and 
ranting unintelligibly. 

Luckily a clean shaven press 
spokesperson was there to smooth it 
our with the media. Suddenly, F. Dale 
himself, extracted from the building 
by the noise, came out to break up the 
melee. 

He was roundly beaten by 
feisty fauna fisticuffs. F. Dale, like 
Jason, kept coming back for more, un- 
til he was vanquished. A purging time 
was had by all. The herd ambled off, 
leaving the rank fishheads behind, a 
sign of the dark Easter that is dawnEnr 
in the last of the wilds. 
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Bush's ESA Moratorium Overturned in 
Bio-Diversity Legal Foundation Lawsuit 


continued from page one 

sued. The imperiled species — two fish 
species found in the Southeast, three 
Florida plants, five Puerto Rican trees 
and shrubs, and a snail located in Utah 
that required an emergency listing — 
could not receive protection until the 
final listing rules were published in the 
Federal Register. Listing packages for 
many other species that were near 
completion also came to a halt as a 
result of the moratorium. The Presi- 
dent was attempting to stop all new 
regulatory rulemaking that could im- 
pact economic growth in the country. 

Joining Carlton in the suit were 
Keith Hammer, Mitch Friedman, Dave 
Hogan, Joanne Duffy, Edward Mudd, 
Anne Petermann, Julia Fonseca, An- 
drew' Weisburd and the Fund for Ani- 
mals. Plaintiffs contended that the 
government's reliance on the 
President's regulatory moratorium as a 
basis for refusing to list any species as 
endangered or threatened violated the 
Endangered Species Act and the Fish 
and Wildlife Service's implementing 
regulations, and constituted an unrea- 
sonable delay in contravention of the 
Administrative Procedure Act. Plain- 
tiffs maintained that it also undermined 


the constitutional principles of separa- 
tion of powers. 

The degree to which the mora- 
torium was detrimental to species that 
were already facing an imminent risk 
of extinction violated Congress' prohi- 
bition against the use of economic fac- 
tors as a basis for determining whether 
species will be protected under the 
ESA. 

On February 12, 1992, the 
Deputy Director of the FWS issued a 
memorandum stating that all "pro- 
posed and final rules, and any rule- 
related documents are affected by the 
moratorium, and prohibited from pub- 
lication unless specifically approved 
by the Assistant Secretary of the Inte- 
rior for Policy Management and Bud- 
get. The memorandum listed several 
types of FWS activities that are "unaf- 
fected by the moratorium," but did not 
exclude the listing of endangered and 
threatened species from the morato- 
rium. Following issuance of the 
President's moratorium on January 28, 
the FWS did not publish in the Federal 
Register any final or proposed rules 
listing a species as endangered or threat- 
ened. 

As a result of this case (Carlton 


et al v Lujan et al) an affadavit from the 
Department of the Interior that in ef- 
fect acknowledged and agreed that "The 
President's moratorium was in no way 
intended to delay or affect unreason- 
ably the orderly process of promulgat- 
ing proposed and final listing rules." 
The government assured the court there 
would be no further delays. 

The downside of the case was 
that assurances contained in affidavits 
and memoranda from the Department 
of the Interior were accepted by the 
court in place of the Temporary Re- 
straining Order requested by plaintiffs. 
Although all eleven species listing pack- 
ages that were being held up have now 
been released to the Federal Register 
and waiver approvals expedited, close 
monitoring will be required to ensure 
continued compliance. 

However, Judge Gesell made it 
clear that, if plaintiffs believe the prob- 
lem is not being solved adequately, 
they may continue to pursue the mat- 
ter. Another status hearing will be set 
in the near future to review the situa- 
tion after the President's moratorium 
is due to expire. 

In the process of two hearings 
in the case, attorneys for the govern- 


ment maintained that "the Secretary 
of Interior Lujan well knows what Sec- 
tion 4 (listing requirements) of the ESA 
means." 

Federal Judge Gesell did not 
agree: "You'll have to persuade me a 
great deal on that after what he did 
with the moratorium. He embraced it 
with both arms and took it in as a way 
of getting out of doing any environ- 
mental help for endangered species 
and he thought that was great, so don't 
give me the Secretary as having an 
understanding. There's nothing in 
these papers that indicates he has the 
slightest understanding of the statute. 
I haven't seen anything that indicates 
he has any understanding of it and I 
don't know of any record that you 
have that he has." 

What You Can Do: Write your 
congressperson urging rejection of all 
weakening amendments to the Endan- 
gered Species Act. Encourage your Sena- 
tors and Representatives to support HR 
4045 (the ESA amendments of 1992 
that would strengthen the Act) spon- 
sored by Congressman Gerry Studs. 

Make a financial contribution 
to the Biodiversity Legal Foundation 
POB 18327, Boulder, CO 80308. 


Walk For 
The 

Wild Siskyou 

What's So Special About 
Southern Oregon's 
Wild Siskiyous? 



July 23- 


By Southern Willamette EF! 

The Siskiyou National Forest is 
a place of incredible beauts’ and com- 
plexity, its steep and rugged terrain 
keeping it one of the most remote and 
least explored areas in the region. Its 
forests are diverse and globally signifi- 
cant. There are 180,000 acres of pro- 
tected Kalmiopsis Wilderness, sur- 
rounded by 200,000 unprotected acres. 
Of this huge, largely unroaded area, 
only 15,000 acres are scheduled to sur- 
vive into the next century. 

• The North Kalmiopsis is the 
largest unprotected roadless area in the 
Pacific Northwest, representing 
110,000 acres. It is the center heart- 
land of the most intact and diverse 
island of primeval original forest in the 
Pacific Northwest. This area is a corri- 
dor for two wilderness areas, and the 
Forest (dis)Service has already begun to 
fragment it in some places. The FS 
plans to continue to clearcut the old 
growth and to build new roads, which 
would devastate the pristine character 
of these forests. The N. Kalmiopsis is 
the northern-most old growth island 
in the Klamath Knot Forest Archipelago . 
If this interlinked chain of wildlife habi- 


tat suffers further degradation and frag- 
mentation by continued logging, the 
long-term survival of all species, many 
of which are rare or endangered, will be 
threatened. 

Although this roadless area is 
one of the largest blocks of habitat for 
the endangered northern spotted owl, 
pine marten, Pacific salamander and 
other old growth-dependent species, it 
"fell through the cracks" when the 
"experts" of the FS and US Fish and 
Wildlife selected their spotted owl re- 
serves and recovery areas. Currently, 
96% of the Siskiyou Roadless area is 
planned for development. Between 
nowand 1996, 16 Forest Service projects 
are scheduled, each containing numer- 
ous timber sales, and plans to imple- 
ment them may begin as soon as this 
summer. 

This area has been identified as 
one of the seven North American re- 
gions of global botanical significance. 
It is part of the most floristically diverse 
mountain range in the United States. 
It is the genetic seed bank and plant 
migration route for four ecological prov- 
inces. It hosts the highest species di- 


versity of coniferous trees in the world. 
There are 28 species of fir, spruce, pine, 
hemlock and cedar. There are over 100 
rare and sensitive plants and 92 dis- 
tinct plant communities. This area is 
also in the drainages of the Wild and 
Scenic Illinois and Rogue Rivers, and 
provides a source of clear, cool water 
for endangered steelhead and salmon 
runs. 

What Can You Do To Help 
Keep The Siskiyous Wild? 

Come and join us for a three 
day walk through the heartland of the 
North Kalmiopsis. We will be walking 
down Burnt Ridge Road, which exists 
for the sole purpose of creating access 
to timber sales. We are demanding 
that this road be permanently closed to 
traffic and used as a hiker/biker access 
to the beautiful Siskiyou Forest. Burnt 
Ridge Road was built over the Bear 
Camp Trail, an historic Native Ameri- 
can trail which was mostly obliterated 
by this logging access road. We are 

continued on page 33 


If you are interested in joining the 
Walk for the Wild Siskiyous, please 
send your name, address, phone 
number, whether or not you have trans- 
portation to and/or from the walk, and 
number of children accompanying you 
to: League of Wilderness Defenders, 
454 Willamette St. #218, Eugene, OR 
97401. For more info call (503) 343- 
7305. 

We are asking for tax deductibe 
donations to pay for food and shuttles, 
and to help in our efforts to save the 
Siskiyous. We suggest $25 to $50 per 
adult. After you register, further infor- 
mation and a pledge sheet will be sent 
to you. 

We will meet Thursday, July 
23, start walking on Friday the 24th, 
and finish Sunday afternoon, the 26th. 
A small group will continue on to Bald 
Mountain, which is a more strenous 
backcountry hike. 
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Roadless 

Area 

Rescue 

Expedition 

By Phil Knight 

As I write this the United Na- munity about the imminent loss of 
tions "Earth Summit" is convening in roadless public lands in the Wild 
Brazil. While it is heartening to know Rockies; 2) inspire more EF! direct 
that healing the global environment is action in defense of Wild Rockies 
the focus of the biggest summit meet- roadless public land; 3) demonstrate 
ing ever held, it is difficult to hold to other forest activists that defense of 
much optimism that any real change critical wildlands need not end with 
will come out of all the hoopla. The appeals and lawsuits; that our cam- 
conference was pretty much subverted paigns must extend to front-line ac- 
by the likes of George Bush before it tions. 

even convened. While the princes, The RARE campaign has begun 

kings, and various bigwigs blab, the to bear fruit. The Direct Action Fund is 
trees continue to fall and species con- providing considerable financial sup- 
tinue to be exterminated. So, as usual, port for RARE, and we are grateful to 
it is up to dedicated grassroots move- them. RARE has chosen the Mallard- 
ments on the front lines to fight for the Cove area of the Nez Perce National 
wild which remains. Forest in Idaho as perhaps the most 

Enter the Roadless Area Rescue imperiled large roadless area in the 
Expedition. You may have read about Wild Rockies and have been spreading 
Mallard-Cove and our efforts on behalf the word about its importance and 
of Idaho wilderness in the March 21, imminent demise. Mallard-Cove is no 
1992, EF! Journal (see "Roadless Area longer being overlooked. RARE sent 
Rescue Expedition toTargetldahoTim- information about Mallard-Cove to 
ber Sales", page 16). This is to update about 15 forest activists groups around 
you on our plans and let you know the country and in Canada and Austra- 
where you can plug in. lia. The RARE campaign and Mallard- 

With the Freddies on the verge Cove have received coverage in the 
of stripping our rights to appeal na- newsletters of the Alliance for the Wild 
tional forest timber sales (a final deci- Rockies (AWR), the Predator Project, 
sion on the fate of the national forest and Keep It Wild!. Partly as a result of 
appeals process is likely to be issued in our plea, AWR has joined in a lawsuit 
July) and drooling over the chance to with the Idaho Sportsmen's Coalition 
rampage through every unprotected against the Nez Perce N.F. for potential 
roadless forest, it is obvious we must water quality violations in the Mal- 
become more involved in other forms lard-Cove area, 
of forest defense — particularly direct 

action. This is the purpose of RARE, RARE Goes International 


in Tasmania, seeking to join witn tms roadless wilderness in the Lower 48 . 
global temperate-forest defense net- 
work as a way to further publicize the what We Need 
threats to Wild Rockies forests and to • Experienced activists. We are few and 
support NFN. They have offered to stretched very thin and, quite frankly, 
organize actions in Australia, targeting overwhelmed by what we have started 
U.S. consulates, to bring international and the scale of the destruction slated 
attention to the Wild Rockies. As a f or public land in the Wild Rockies, 
result of their enthusiasm we hope to There are almost no communities in 
hold international actions in mid-late central Idaho from which to draw ac- 
August, focusing on the loss of public tivists. It is a remote area. People are 
wilderness in the Wild Rockies. RARE needed with experience in video pro- 
has written to contacts in Canada, duction, media work, tree-sitting, road 
Germany, India, Poland, and the blockades, equipment procural, en- 
United Kingdom, seeking organizers campment set-up, community organiz- 
for these actions. If you can put to- ing. We also encourage you to form 
gether an action in your town or city, small, independent, self-contained 
especially if you are in another coun- mobile action teams which can take to 
try and can target a US consulate or the woods unsupported and be thorns 
embassy, contact RARE and we will j n the asses of the Freddies and loggers, 
send you the information you need Media people are sought who are will- 
and help to publicize your action here i ng to spend time in the woods and 
in the US create documentaries, articles etc. 

More local plans (some of • Local fundraising. If you have any 
which will be accomplished by the ideas for raising money in your town to 
time you read this): support RARE, let us know and we will 

• An overflight of the Mallard-Cove help you launch your event. Concerts, 
area with Project Lighthawk tot a k e tabling, penny jars, radio ads.. .you 
still and video photos of the area. We name it. 

will also photograph and video the • Equipment and food. Police scan- 
area on the ground. These films will be ners, video cameras & film, two-way 
used as documentation of what may radios, climbing gear, camouflage cloth- 
be lost and as educational tools for ing, tents, etc. Ideally, bring the stuff 
producing flyers and possibly a video, with you when you come to Idaho, or 

• Mailings to forest activists through- bring it to the RRR. 

out the Wild Rockies and elsewhere, ’ • old cars which can be donated to 
encouraging them to take to the woods blockade roads . 
as a last line of defense, and offering • Your input is needed! Get involved in 
support and know-how. RARE. Don't just tell us what you think 

• A mid-June reconnaissance trip to W e should be doing; find ways to help 

Mallard-Cove to further inspect it, de- us accomplish it. The hour is too late 
termine if any roadbuilding activity for writing letters or appealing to con- 
has commenced, and to seek out po- gress. Some of these roadless areas, last 
tential sites for direct action. This trip wild habitats for a wide variety of crit- 
may coincide with a walk across the ters, last refuges from the flood of hu- 
Mallard-Cove by Idaho activists who mans which are devouring this planet 
are hoping to to bring further atten- and subverting evolution, are being 
tion to the area and to get to know it trashed this very moment. Initiate your 
better - own RARE campaign in defense of your 

• Working with several forest activist favorite roadless place. There is no 

groups to identify other imperiled Wild need to limit this to the Wild Rockies or 
Rockies roadless areas. The AWR/ISC the US, though we who have initiated 
lawsuit will hopefully delay road build- rare must put our efforts into our own 
ing and logging in the Mallard-Cove, bioregion. We hope this is the begin- 
and any one of these other areas could ning of an ever-spreading net of protec- 
become targets for direct action this tion for those critical and overlooked 
summer. wildlands which harbor the remnants 

• JOIN RARE IN IDAHO IN MID-JULY! Q f three billion years of evolving life. 

A workshop and nonviolent prep will For more information contact: 

be held at the 1992 EF! Round River RARE/Wild Rockies EF! 

Rendezvous in Colorado to plan direct PO Box 6 1 5 1 , Bozeman, MT 59 7 1 5 . 
actions in Idaho to commence about 
July 11-12. These actions will hope- 
fully bring together forest activists from 


the goals ofwhich are to: l)educatethe We contacted the newly- all over the continent for a major cam- 




S aving Our 
kins 


By Student Environmental Action 
Coalition Radical Eco-Tkibe 

At the University of Delaware, 
we SEACret folks are busy living up to 
our motto: "Putting the action back 
into the Student Environmental Action 
Coalition." Our ozone campaign is 
now in full swing. 

Why do we want to save the 
ozone layer? First, we don't want skin 
cancer. Second, we don't want to go 
blind. Third, we don't want global 
crop failure. Fourth, we don't want 

(insert your favorite 

ecosystem) to die. Simple enough. 


the picture, the caption read "Ozone 
Destroyers." 

CEO Edgar Woolard w y as the 
first to arrive. Greenpeace's Peter 
Grinspoon engaged him in a conversa- 
tion, in which Edgar stated "Yes, I 
believe that CFCs are destroying the 
ozone layer." He then went inside 
through a service entrance. As the rest 
of the board (bored?) people arrived, 
we shouted their names and found all 
of them "Guilty!" of ozone destruc- 
tion. 


Donning radiation suits, 
the Student Environmen- 
tal Action Coalition 
radical eco-tribe protested 
outside the DuPont 
Shareholders meeting on 
April 29. 



On April 13th we found our- 
selves in Wilmington, Delaware: home 
of the corporate giant DuPont. As you 
all know by now, DuPont is the largest 
producer of CFCs in the world. Since 
the CFC/ozone destruction connection 
was made in 1974, DuPont has been 
instrumental in leading the corporate 
fight against CFC regulations. 

One hundred of us, dressed in 
radiation suits, took over the park adja- 
cent to the DuPont corporate building. 
Armed with banners, signs, drums, 
guitars, a banjo, and chants, we quickly 
took over the heart of the city. Glen 
Waldeck and Dana Lyons were more 
than willing to lead us in songs that 
lasted a good hour. Even the Grim 
Reaper showed up, bearing the name 
"DuPont" across his chest. 

Don't you just love city bill- 
boards? On April 27th, several 
Wilmington billboards appeared that 
had a picture of DuPont CEO Edgar 
Woolard saying, "Everyone's talking 
about the ozone layer — I'm destroying 
it!" The next day, the DuPont com- 
pany bought full-page ads in the New 
York Times and Washington Post. They 
assured everyone that they were phas- 
ing out CFC production by the end of 
1995 and were developing safe alterna- 
tives. Nothing but lies! Regardless, 
DuPont showed that they were begin- 
ning to feel some pressure. 

On April 28th we found our- 
selves at the Wilmington Art Museum. 
We had received word that the DuPont 
Board of Directors were having a pri- 
vate dinner party. So we arrived in our 
radiation suits about ten minutes be- 
fore they did. Four of us were Krypto- 
locked to the front doors to prevent 
entry. About thirty others carried signs, 
each having the name and picture of a 
DuPont board member. Underneath 


During the dinner, we chanted 
through the walls, disrupting the din- 
ner. The directors were moved from 
one area of the museum to the other, 
and we followed them along the out- 
side of the building. Even the hired 
classical string ensemble could not play 
loud enough to drown us out. During 
all of the action, the police were in- 
structed to not take action against us. 

On April 29th, DuPont held 
their annual shareholders' meeting. We 
raised hell. Around 7 am, a SEACret 
thirty foot banner appeared across an 
over pass on 1-95. It read, "Welcome to 
Wilmington, home of DuPont: #1 
Ozone Killer!" Since it was rush hour, 
the banner was seen by tens of thou- 
sands of motorists. 

Fifteen SEACret and 
Greenpeace people got into the 
shareholder's meeting. All materials 
about safe CFC alternatives were im- 
mediately confiscated from us when 
we went in. We addressed the audi- 
ence, but nobody listened. Children 
read letters about their fears of ozone 
depletion in front of the shareholders. 
The shareholders laughed at them. 
Edgar Woolard went into his rhetoric 
about how the world would collapse if 
CFCs were immediately stopped. In an 
extremely agitated state, a SEACret 
person shouted "MURDERER!" atEdgar 
and was then "asked to leave" by secu- 
rity. 

Meanwhile, outside, over 1000 
people from SEACret, the Tri-State La- 
bor Council, and Greenpeace had gath- 
ered in a park next to the DuPont 
building for a rally. A huge sign read- 
ing "DuPont — union basher/ozone 
smasher" floated over the crowd on 
balloons. The local unions are pissed 
off because DuPont is hiring non-union 

continued on page 32 
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New EPA chief Gorsuch says CFC-ozone connection is "highly contro- 
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National Ozone Day 


By No Sweat 

"It's probably too late already, 
isn't it?" he said casually when I told 
him over a beer that our Olympia- 
based grassroots group, No Sweat, is 
coordinating a nation-wide Day of Ac- 
tion for the Ozone Layer on July 1st. 

His resigned and somewhat 
blase reference to global holocaust 
didn't really surprise me. I hear it a lot. 
And it's definitely not just an Olympia 
phenomenon. 

The purpose of the Day of Ac- 
tion for the Ozone Layer is to bust 
through this myopia, to establish citi- 
zen power as a force to be reckoned 
with in the halls of power, where ques- 
tions are being decided, such as whether 
complex life on Earth as we know it 
will remain viable. 

Clearly our "leaders” have to- 
tally, and criminally, failed us. The 
horrifying news is this: Over the entire 
northern hemisphere, the ozone that 
shields us from destructive UV radia- 
tion "is as low as we've ever seen it," 
reported NASA atmospheric chemist 
MarkSchoeberlonMay 1st. And ozone- 
destroying chlorine above us is at lev- 


els far greater than anyone had pre- 
dicted. The next cold winter will prob- 
ably trigger even greater depletion. 

Preventative actions were de- 
layed for 15 years as politicians danced 
to the tune of corporate lobbyists, sing- 
ing of "scientific uncertainties." In the 


90s, we've discovered the scientists in- 
deed were wrong. They radically under- 
estimated the speed and extent of the 
ozone destruction process. 

The fear is understandable. But 
apathy is inexcusable. If some Third 
World "demon" like Hussein or 
Ghaddafi tried to attack our eyes, skin, 
and immune system, global food pro- 


duction, and the marine food chain, I 
wonder if America would react with 
the same blase resignation. 

But enough depression!!! We 
sent our first Day of Action mailing to 
contacts in 67 US cities and towns. The 
Fossil Fuels Action Policy Institute fea- 


tured the Day of Action in its latest 
newsletter, mailed to some 6000 activ- 
ists internationally. And Dana Lyons, 
the renowned eco-bard, just sent a 
mailing promoting the Day of Action 
and "Rad-Wednesdays" (his campaign 
to encourage folks to don mock radia- 
tion suits every Wednesday until the 
ozone layer is saved) to over 250 ozone 


activists nationwide. 

This is an enormous opportu- 
nity. The Day of Action promises not 
only to raise public awareness and in- 
volve lots of regular folks, but also to 
build a network of groups across the 
continent with a growing commitment 
to protect the atmosphere from the 
dumping of monstrous amounts of 
contaminants which threaten our fu- 
ture. 

You can help in a number of 
ways: Think of people in other towns 
you know who might pull together an 
action, big or small, of some sort; a 
rally, a demonstration, street theatre, 
or simple leafleting (in a radiation suit, 
of course). Call them if you can, or 
send them a copy of this article and put 
them in touch with us as soon as pos- 
sible. This is very important. If you 
want to do an action, call or write for 
an organizing packet. 

We're developing a network of 
regional coordinators, somewhat ex- 
perienced organizers who can serve as 
contact and advisors for groups in a 

continued on page 33 



OSU to "Educate" on Nuke Dump Safety 



By Kevin Kelley 

Longtime EF! journal readers 
surely remember Ohio State 
University's involvement with the 
Mount Graham issue, and how it was 
finally shamed out of participating in 
that scheme. Well, now they're back 
with a scheme of their own, and it is 
more insidious than the Mount Gra- 
ham telescope project. 

As all Ohioans should know, 
Ohio has been designated as the offi- 
cial dumping ground for the Midwest 
Interstate Low-Level Radioactive Waste 
Commission (Midwest Compact: com- 
posed of Ohio, Indiana, Iowa, Minne- 
sota, Missouri and Wisconsin, and for- 
merly Michigan) to accept radioactive 
waste from 150 generators including 
10 nuclear power plants. Michigan 
was the original state designated to 
take the low-level radioactive waste 
but wisely chose not to site a dump, 
dropped out of the Compact and, like 
an irradiated potato, . passed the re- 
sponsibility on to Ohio. 

There are a billion reasons why 
Ohio should not even consider siting a 
dump including: humidity, its many 
population centers, aquifers, fault lines, 
the watersheds of rivers, the danger of 
shipping low level radioactive waste, 
Lake Erie etc, etc. Many of us also feel 
Ohio is already a dumping ground for 
other states' toxic waste, and we really 
don't need to add radioactive waste to 
the list. Of course, all of you know 
there is no known safe method for 
disposing of radioactive waste and the 
Department of Energy even admits in a 
document that releases of radiation 
harmful to the public can occur at 
dump sites through disasters and even 
routine operations! Most of the waste 
is from the utilities' nuclear reactors, 
and less than 1% is from medical 
sources, although pro-nuclear people 
emphasize the medical nuclear waste 
and distort how much of the waste 
stream it actually contributes to. 

Ohio Citizens Against a Radio- 
active Environment, a Cleveland group, 
has discovered that this is a non-issue 
to most people (after all, the dump 


hasn't been built yet) and that many 
environmental groups won't even take 
a stand on it (we won't mention any 
names.) Meanwhile our efforts have 
been up and down success-wise. We 
had one good press conference last 
month, but several others failed, along 
with a piece of legislation that won 't be 
heard (there are now three pieces of 
legislation floating around the Ohio 
General Assembly) and a letter writing 
campaign that never got off the ground 
due to a lack of interest. 

A site has not been chosen yet, 
but that does not mean that Compact 
has not been busy. It seems the Com- 
pact (probably taking a lesson from the 
outcry in Michigan) decided it would 
be best to "educate" Ohioans and pro- 
pagandize them about LLRW first. Thus 
on April 2, 1992 they voted to set aside 
$274,000 for Phase I of an Ohio State- 
wide Educational Program on Low-level 
Radioactive Waste with an overall bud- 
get of $938,000 in four phases being 
granted to Ohio State University (and 
specifically the Nuclear Engineering 


Department). This vast sum of money 
is being funded primarily or entirely by 
electric utility ratepayer-derived "ex- 
port fees." That means you rate payers 
in the other states in the Compact are 
funding the propaganda that is going 
to be fed to Ohio's citizens. 

We see a bit of a conflict of 
interest here. First, OSU operates a 
nuclear reactor and its various depart- 
ments and colleges generate a signifi- 
cant amount of radioactive waste. Sec- 
ond, the OSU Nuclear Engineering 
Department depends heavily on com- 
mercial nuclear power and on grant 
money from the nuclear industry. 
Hmmm, I don't know about all of you, 
but it seems like any "educational" 
materials coming out of this set-up 
might have a slightly biased slant to 
them. 

Ohio C.A.R.E. has asked that 
parties opposing the siting of the dump 
in Ohio and opposing the generation 
of radioactive waste in general be given 
equal say in the information put to 
these "educational" materials. We sent 


several letters to officials including: 
Governor Voinovich; OSU president, 
Gordon Gee; the Midwest Compact 
Executive Director, Gregg Larson; and 
all the Compact commissioners, re- 
questing equal say for views opposed 
to the dump, or funding for people 
with those views so they can partake in 
the process. Of course, despite these 
letters and a press conference that was 
covered by all four of Cleveland's tele- 
vision news programs, a radio station 
and its newspaper, The Plain Dealer, 
and several weeks of waiting, we re- 
ceived no reply. 

OSU has drawn up a plan for 
this propaganda campaign, which is 
too detailed to go into here, but one of 
its aspects is to "educate" (indoctri- 
nate) the public including, among oth- 
ers, school children and civic and youth 
organizations "in both formal and in- 
formal setting (including) fairs, malls, 
public buildings, and schools" for "the 
purpose of... the selection and design 
of a low-level waste disposal facility." 
We contend the purpose is not to edu- 
cate so that people can decide if a 
facility is suitable for Ohio but to con- 
vince the public that a waste dump is to 
be accepted as a fact of life rather than 
to be opposed. 

OSU and the Compact have 
not signed a contract yet, but this can 
happen any day now and may have 
already have happened upon your read- 
ing this. 

We need activists and groups 
from Central Ohio/Columbus, who are 
willing to take up this issue (or if you 
already have, to contact us). What 
to do? OSU and Governor Voinovich 
are going to need some pressure ap- 
plied. Press conferences on the OSU 
campus are needed. We will be making 
up a brochure and it will need to be 
distributed, protests are in the mak- 
ing — and who knows what else will be 
necessary to convince OSU that it needs 
to keep its nose out of this issue? 

Ultimately, either they scrap 
the whole thing (optimum) or we want 
continued on page 32 
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Oregon Earth Firstlers Brace Themselves 
For "God Squad Summer" ...NOT! 


By Rana Stumpa Pistofpa 

The exemption of thirteen BLM 
timber sales from Endangered Species 
Act requirements to protect the spot- 
ted owl recently made national head- 
lines. Calls came in to Oregon from as 
far away as Iowa and Chicago: "We 
want to come protest; what do you 
have planned?" Hmmm. Good ques- 
tion. Four of us sat around and de- 
bated it for a while. We came up with 
a great idea. We will help you. 

Actions will be planned and 
carried out by affinity groups (or indi- 
viduals) acting autonomously. Here's 
the picture: no big named campaign; 
no media center; no large planned ac- 
tions; no centralized spokespeople. You 
plan it, you do it, you work with the 
media (if you get them involved) your- 
selves. You provide your own support. 
Southern Willamette EF! in Eugene will 
provide information and training to 
vour affinity group. Direct action work- 
shops, tree-climbing instruction, maps 
and information, etc. 

What?! No "God 
Squad Summer"? 

Earth First! is a movement, not 
an organization. Nevertheless, activ- 
ism requires some sort of structure to 
be most effective, at least once you 
move beyond the "hit-and-run" sort of 
actions. The w r av EF! is structured is 
familiar to most of us: autonomous 
local groups around the country (and 
the world) and (hopefully) lots of indi- 
viduals that we never see at the RRR out 
there paying their rent. It is the local 
group structure that I want to examine 
here. 

The way EF! is currently struc- 
tured leads to the assumption that we 
have local "chapters." That's why 
SWEF! has been so concerned with 
changing our name. We are an affinity 
group, not a local chapter with any 
kind of possessive authority over what 
happens in our region. Nevertheless, 
people who are accustomed to think- 
ing in traditional organizational pat- 
terns automatically think of our group 
as the EF! group in Eugene. While our 
affinity group does serve as an infor- 
mation center and we do a lot of out- 
reach for EF!, there are other EFiers in 
the southern Willamette valley. 

I have a vision of a workable, 
strong structure for EF! that would be 
much more resistant to infiltration and 
disruption than the structure we have 
now. I'll use SWEF! as arr example. 
SWEF! is an affinity group of about 10- 
12 people. This core group is autono- 
mous. We use the consensus process 
(or try to) and we have meetings some- 
times just among ourselves. Twice a 
month we have public meetings that 
,we announce in alternative papers, 
through our office, etc. That helps 
bring in new people, to keep us from 
getong stagnant. But we don't have to 
work with anyone and everyone. If 
someone isn't working out, or is dis- 
rupting the group, we'll ask that per- 
son to leave. Some people have com- 
plained that I'm not being realistic 
when 1 say that other folks can start 
their own groups in Eugene. SWEF! has 
been here a long time and is recognized 
in the community. However, there is 
another EF! group in the area — right 
now it's a group of one or two, but it 
has done its own actions. And the 
person w T ho started it also still works 
with SWEF! It can and does work. 
How Can You Start 
an Affinity Group? 

Affinity groups can be formed 
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around a single action; sometimes 
groups form after a direct action train- 
ing, plan their action that evening 
and carry it out the next day. Once 
the action is over (including the 
courts and jails) the affinity group 
disbands. That's one kind of 
group. Another kind of group 
is ongoing; that would include -- 

the EF! local groups. These ^ 

groups might be working on 
several different projects. ^ 

The people in an ongoing 
affinity group will rotate; 
people will move away, 
burn out, etc. and you 
have to continually 
bring in new people. 
Theoptiumumsizeof 
an affinity group 
seems to range from 
eight to no more 
than twenty. Once ■ • 

you get bigger it 
gets too difficult to 

use consensus ef- -***'***' 

fectively; at that v y^G^j 

point it's wise to ^ 

divide yourselves - 

(like an amoeba). 

Basicallv, it's It,'- 

Very simple. 

Let's follow the 
process of how a • 

group could get 
going: You start 
by identifying } 

the problem: ^ 

destruction of 

native habitat, fUS^S 

the*ADC poi- 
soning wild- 

! lfe - 

layer destruc- Z&aeggg&fj&EfSfc 

tion, wfiat- ’y . AVT . 

ever it is that *• : - # 7 . y 

has you most 

burned up 

right now. ^ 

There’s lots ' ~ 

to choose 

from. Then \ 

learn about ■* ’ 

that subject. ^ 

Learning is a ^ | 

lifelong en- 

deavor, so - 

don't post- 

pone actio.n 

just because 

v-ad’feel you 

d’i-ET't know 

enough. It 

doesn't take --5 

much knowl- f ' 

edge to know ,, 

that we need to 

act to stop bT 

companies /% 

from producing __ • ~ 

chemicals that 

destroy the 

ozone layer, for * 2 ^. 

example. 

Then, 

with your affinity v 

group, discuss and 
decide what it is 

that your group^Skir iN^fe*** 

wants to accom- 

plish to help solve 

the problem. That ..^k 

goal should be reach- 

able: "Stop the cut- 

ting of ancient for- 7 

ests" doesn't work for 

this purpose. "Make 

the cutting of ancient 

forests known to the 

public" is a reachable 
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goal, or "Stop the cutting of this tim- 
ber sale until the court reaches a 
decision on its appeal." Got the 
idea? 

Now you're ready to discuss 
what you're going to do about it. 
This may require getting more 
information together — both on 
the targets of your action and 
on what kinds of action migh t 
“ be effective. Sit down with 

the information you've gath- 
- ered, and start brainstorm- 

ing some specific action 
ideas with your group. 
■ Vjp You're on your way! 


Strategy for 
the God 
Squad Sales 
Campaign 

The thirteen 
timber sales that 
were exempted by 
the God Squad are 
a drop in the 
bucket when com- 
pared to the BLM 
and Forest 
■ Service's larger 
designs on the 
ancient forest. 
These sales are 

* being used as a 
_ public relations 

vehicle to at- 
r ‘ tack the Endan- 
r * gered Species 
A- Act; there is a 
is*' larger political 
TyK, agenda at 
’ work here. It 
is important 
that we as 
.GG^ioverworked, 
unpaid and 
' underpaid 
activists do 
not fall into 
the trap of 
~ y abandoning 
S/r » equally or 
more impor- 
>-. , tant projects 
as we react to 
this latest at- 
tack on the 
ancient for- 
ests. Instead, 
let's use the 
public anger 
' 'Tfc- generated by 
the God Squad 
fraud to hurt 
the Bush ad- 
ministration 
in this election 
year. Let's face 
it: if we don't 
get Bush out 
this year, these 
thirteen sales 
will only be the 
beginning. 

L If enough indi- 

* viduals and 
- groups bring 

their anger to the 
BLM and get in 
the way of cutting 
these timber sales, 
the resulting level 
of chaos would 
raise the political 
ante for ancient for- 
est protection. 

The instincts of 
all the folks who 
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called from around the country are 
right on: it's time to draw that line! 
Ideas for some effective direct action 
would include: 

— Stop or slow down the actual habitat 
destruction. I'll refer you to Ecodefense 
for specific information on some of the 
ways in which this can be done. You 
should be aware, however, that SWEF!, 
along with other Oregon EF! affinity 
groups and individuals, have re- 
nounced the one tactic of tree spiking. 
We have good reasons for doing this; 
you may not agree, but I ask that you at 
least give serious consideration to our 
concerns. Copies of the renunciation 
are available through the SWEF! con- 
tact in the Journal directory. 

— Use classic-style civil disobedience 
actions, such as tree-sitting, road block- 
ades, lock-downs. Past issues of the 
Journal can give you information on 
actions that have or haven't worked in 
the past. CD actions of this sort can be 
effective in slowing or stalling logging, 
and have the advantage of providing a 
hook to get public attention, leading to 
public pressure on decision makers. 
Don 't take any of this as a suggestion or 
recommendation to break the law! 

— Demonstrate at BLM offices, either 
here or in your area. This may or may 
not include some sort of civil disobedi- 
ence, and can be very effective in get- 
ting public attention 
— Scream about this locally: Write those 
letters to the editor; hold vigils and 
protest at your local federal building or 
BLM office. Make the destruction of 
ancient forests an election year issue! 
And come to the Walk for the Wild 
Siskiyous (see plO). It's doubtful that 
anything will be happening on these 
sales by then anyway. At the Walk, you 
can learn more about the issue and 
about direct action while you lend your 
support to the campaign to protect the 
largest unprotected roadless area in the 
Pacific Northwest. 

So use your time wisely! Get an 
affinity group going — remember to get 
outdoors together and spend time to- 
gether outside of meetings. The better 
you know each other, the more effec- 
tive you will be. Contact SWEF! for 
trainings and information. Watch the 
news! If the courts lift the injunctions 
currently in place on logging in spot- 
ted owl habitat, call SWEF! immedi- 
ately and start making your plans to 
get out here! We're listed in the Jour- 
nal directory: that's Southern 
Willamette EF!, Eugene. Or, if you feel 
comfortable doing so, send us your 
name and phone number. If the in- 
junctions are lifted and it looks like 
logging of these 13 sales (and other 
ancient forests) may begin soon, we'll 
call you (collect if you're long distance, 
so you better accept!). If you can't 
accept collect calls, and you're long 
distance from Eugene, please send us 
$3.00 to pay for the call. 

Oh, and by the way, if you 
aren't planning to come out here your- 
self, you can still help support those 
who are by sendend us a donation. 
Whatever you can afford would be 
wonderful, even if it's just abuck (that's 
25 copies!) Thanks! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE CONTACT 
Southern Willamette 
EarthFirst! 

PO BOX 10384 
Eugene OR 97440 
(503) 343-7305 
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Just Where Exactly Are 
Those God Squad 
Timber Sales, Anyway? 


the sale. 

1) Moore Coon: T20S, R9W, S15,16; 75 acres, 
3.7 mmbf, no takings, no new roads 

2) Chicken Deluxe: T27S, R11W, S26,35; 93 
acres, 3.7 mmbf, no takings, no new roads 

3) Fall Apart: T29S, R11W, S9, 10, 14, 15,21; 
235 acres, 15.7 mmbf, taking of one owl pair, 
no new roads 



4) Bateman & Robin: T25S, R9W, S6; 89 acres, 
5.4 mmbf, taking of one owl, no new roads 

5) Windy: T20S, R9W, S13, 14,23,26,27; 202 
acres, 12.3 mmbf, no takings, no new roads 

6) Halfway Oxbow: T21S, R8W, S2,10,l 1; 74 
acres, 4.5 mmbf, no takings, 2.5 miles new 
roads 

7) King Smith: T29S, R1 1 W, SI 7; 72 acres, 4.6 
mmbf, no takings, no new roads 

8) Prego: T295, R9W, S13 and T295, R8W, 
S3, 7,9 & 31; 189 acres, 6.6 mmbf, one pair of 
owls and new roads to be constructed 

9) North Sand Creek: T21S, R5W, S3; 115 
acres, 5.3 mmbf, one owl site, no new roads 

10) Pita Ridge: T21S, R7W, SI 1; 85 acrp c 
4. 1 mmbf, no takings, no new road< 

11) Fourgates: T23S, R7W S31 and T24S, 
R7W, S5; 167 acres, 6.9-nmbf, one owl site, 
no new roads 

12) Devore Mountain: T22S, R5W, S33 and 
T23S, R5W, S5; 152 acres, 6.6 mmbf, no 
takings, na new roads 


This Map For Informational Purposes Only, Any Use 
for Other Than Legal Purposes Poses Problems, Both 
Moral i and Legal, For Which We Are Not Quite 
Prepared. 

Monkeywrenches Indicate Location of Sales. 
Go Buy a Topo Map and Check Them Out. 

Maybe Check Out A Hardware Store While You 
Are At It. 


List Of God Squad Timber Stales 

Abbreviations: ' 

T: Township, R: Range, S: Section, 
mmbf: million board feet. 

Owl takings information is per the 
BLM's biological evaluation document on 




13) Camas Valley West: T29S, R9W, S15, 23 
&27; 215 acres, 8.7 mmbf, two owl takings, 
no new roads 

Unit-by-unit timber sale maps are available 
through S. Will. EF!, PO Box 10384, Eugene, 
OR 97440; 503-343-7305. Confidentiality 
assured. 


Old 
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VANCOUVER- Last winter two dendro- 
chronologists exploring a logging clearcut 
in Vancouver Island's Caren Range dis- 
covered to their horror that CANADA'S 
OLDEST-KNOWN LIVING TREE HAD 
BEEN CUT DOWN AND LEFT ON THE 
GROUND AS WASTEWOOD. THE 1636- 
YEAR-OLD YELLOW CEDAR- the oldest 
verified tree in the nation- had been felled 
by the Macmillan Bloedel corporation. 
The scientists discovered four other an- 
cient trees (the youngest of which was 
1350 years old) that had also been cut 
down and left to rot. 

Well. Kimosabe, it looks like the 
Revolution's startin up without us! 
Those folks down in LA (and lots of 
other places, too) are really pissed-off 
with the corporate police state and 
decided they're not gonna stand idly 
by while the elitist thugs bugger them 
over. Can't say as I blame 'em. 

With all of George's New Weird 
Order stuff, the ruling elite has decided 
it's high time to have their way with 
the world, while they have a chance. 
The constabulary is being beefed up all 
over this country, and the recent "civil 
disturbances" will only add fuel to the 
middle class (what's left of em) de- 
mands for more police protection. 
Meanwhile, the media turns up the 
burners on their fear machine, filling 
everyone's minds (except those of us 
who refuse to be possessed by a TeeVee) 
with images of mayhem in the streets. 

In Nicaragua, Peru, Panama, Ku- 
wait and even Russia, trans-national 
corporations are dictating United States 


foreign policy to make the world safe 
for hypocricy. The Contras are back, 
and with them the U.S. secret govern- 
ment funding project. Anyone seen 
Ollie lately? 

Leonard is still in prison, along 
with scores, maybe hundreds, of other 
political prisoners, red, black, brown, 
yellow and a sprinkling of white, all 


policy, the unrelenting arrogance of 
corporate bureacracy have all broken 
the will of the American people. The 
status quo has forced us to realize that 
there is no longer any recourse in the 
political process, democracy has been 
co-opted and replaced by a corporate- 
controlled , _ 

system of information control, giit* 


Earth First! has been accused of 
being made up of old, white hippies. 

So be it! 


denied their rights to a fair trial and all 
the while suffering the excesses of the 
pathological criminals in charge of this 
country's "justice" system. 

What does this have to do with 
1600 year-old trees and Earth 
First!? 

The rebellion in LA has demon- 
strated that there is a wide- spread 
unwillingness among the oppressed 
peoples of the United States (90% of 
the population) to put up with the 
incredible disparity between the ruling 
minority and the mass of the people. 
The excesses of the corporate elite, the 
blatent bribery of government officials, 
the stubborn imperialism of US foreign 


and corruption unprecedented in the 
history of "civilized" man. 

There are many arms in this build- 
ing rebellion against corporate fascism 
throughout the world. Earth First! is 
the environmental arm, the voice of 
1600 year-old trees screaming in rage 
as they feel the bite of the chain saw. 
The dying cries of thousands of sea 
otters drowning in the oily waters of 
Prince William Sound. The defiant 
howl of the Alaskan wolf, mother griz- 
zly protecting her cubs. Mother Earth 
calling her children to come to her aid 
before it's too late. 

Earth First! has often been accused 
of being made up of old white hippies 


So be it! We must not let concerns of 
political correctness dilute our willing- 
ness to do the job that must be done. In 
the Hopi prophecies, the white broth- 
ers are identified as the keeper of fire, 
and so we are. Earth First! is the keeper 
of Green Fire, the spark of wildness in 
us all that connects us to our brothers 
and sisters in the wilderness, our true 
1 home. 

"t ; As discontent with the status quo 
spreads, expressed as open 
rebellion against the fascist police state, 
we must continue to do our part to 
protect the Earth and all its inhabit- 
ants. Our common enemy is corporate 
greed. We will not taring violence to 
any living thing, but we n’ust not hesi- 
tate when it becomes necessary’to physi- 
cally stop the machine that threatens 
to devour us all. 

But don't kid yourself, there vWJl 
be violence. George and his 
corporate buddies have made it plain 
what they are prepared to do to main- 
tain their ability to rape the world at 
will. Ask the starving children in 
Baghdad, ask the teachers and health 
workers in Nicaragua, ask the residents 
of southcentral LA. Ask Dave and Judi 
and Leonard. They've experienced 
George's New World Order first hand. 

The one thing we have that they 
don't have, the one thing that ensures 
that we will prevail in the face of tech- 
nocratic fascism, is that peace and one- 
ness with the Earth we experience in 
the wilderness. 

Just remember George, Mother 
.VntiyjJ Vv'tS Jast. 
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PROPOSED PRIVATE SECTOR 
TOURISM DEVELOPMENT 

LOCAL, REGIONAL. & PROVINCIALLY 
SIGNIFICANT AREAS 


I 1 

Ninth Hole in the Wilderness 
Tourist Industry Mines Bow Valley 


When Europeans first came to 
Uhprta, Canada, the Bow Valley was 
seen sm n i v as a transportation route 
to somewneiv^jse. By 1890, the area 
had become a so u<-e of timber, coal 
and hvdroelectricity. The town of 
Canmore boasted a popu^tion of about 
450 people, most of whom expended 
on the lumber and coal indusries for 
their livelihood. When the timbe- was 
gone, people turned to coal. When tie 
coal reserves ran out, limestone be- 
came the area's main industry. With 
most of the resources disappearing it 
looked like the town would suffer the 
same fate. Then one last resource was 
discovered and now history’ threatens 
to repeat itself. 

Wildlands and wildlife — now 
used as the newest lure for an ancient 
business. Times once were that with 
tourism, as with other business, Bow 
Valley was seen as just a way to get 
somewhere else. The destination? Banff 
National Park, often described as the 
crown jewel of Canada's National Parks. 
Unfortunately for Banff, tourism be- 
came less of a business and more of an 
industry, much like coal mining. As a 
result, the jewel doesn't quite have its 
old sparkle and to developers Canmore, 
to the south and east, looks a lot like a 
diamond in the rough. 

BANFF NATIONAL PARK/ 
BENCHLANDS/WIND VALLEY 
Cougar Heights Resorts (See map # 1 ) 

As with most proposals on 
public land, details on this mega-de- 
velopment are unavailable and will 
remain unavailable until and Environ- 
mental Impact Assessment is tailed for 
and submitted or until Forestry, Lands 
and Wildlife decides to; release them. 
Forestry Minister Lferoy Fjordbotten 
recently extended Ane lease for an addi- 
tional three y^ars to Edmonton devel- 
oper Jack Dubazs. Even if no develop- 
ment f'Tcurs, the developer stands to 
make money on the deal. Unless or- 
dered otherwise by the minister, the 
'lease holder can sell his rights to leased 
land at a price mutually agreed upon 
by the two proponents. 

Georgetown Developments (See map 
# 2 ) 

In 1990, Peter Neish was given 
the option to lease public land in 
Kananakis Country in order to build a 
500 room hotel, 45 holes of golf and 
recreate a 1916 mining town on 200 
acres of public land. Now that the 
Town of Canmore holds the lands, the 
proposal has resurfaced but no one in 
Alberta Lands and Wildlife is willing to 
say where it is in the planning process. 
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Canmore Alpine Resort (See map #5) 

This development has already 
devoured 480 acres of public land for a 
luxury' 500 room hotel, 27 hole golf 
course and as yet undisclosed amount 
of residential housing. Linked to 
Canmore’s water and sewer system, it 
will burden an already strained Bow- 
River. The development will destroy 
habitat on site and become yet another 
urban obstacle for elk and bighorn 
sheep trying to move throughout their 
vaditional range. Alberta Dept of the 
Environment has exempted it from an 
Envronmental Impact Assessment. 

Three Sisters Golf Resorts Inc (See 
map #6) 

Canmore Town Council refers 
to it as a megaproject and for good 
reason. Proposed: another highway 
paralleling the TransCanada; more than 
6200 houses, four 18 hole golf courses, 
and 2275 hotel rooms. Total water re- 
quirement based on Three Sister's fig- 
ures is 2,680,3)05,070 gallons, with 44.1 
tonnes of garbage generated per day 
(excluding construction related waste 
which contributes up to 50% more 
during peak construction activity) and 
a total population increase of 20,179. 

Three Sisters Golf Resorts Inc's 
own Environmental Impact Statement 
reports that the development will af- 
fect large carnivores such as wolves, 
bears and cougars, "through a variety 
of "■ verse habitat alterations which 
Wit, insult in habitat loss, sensory dis- 
turbance, obstructions to movements, 
and direct mortality from road kills 
and human-wildlife interactions." It 
doesn't get much clearer than that. If 
Three Sisters gets the go-ahead, the 
"protective" zoning on public lands 
around the development won't matter 
a damn to the wildlife. 

EXSH AW/GROTTO MOUNTAINS 

Forestry, Lands and Wildlife 
has identified these areas for future 
mineral extraction expansion. The 
lower slopes of both these mountains 
are critical wintering ranges for elk, 
mule deer and bighorn sheep. Mid- 
flank on Grotto Mountain is the Rat's 
Nest Cave, known and loved by cavers 
throughout Alberta. Contemplating 
the ten thousand years it took for Grotto 
Creek to slowly shape and smooth 
Grotto Canyon might be just the thing 
resort developers need to get an idea of 
the history behind Bow Valley. Picto- 
graphs painted in red ochre on the 
canyon walls are testimony to the fact 
that natives found the area worthy of 
contemplation and comment. 

Even to the Valley's most ca- 
sual of tourists, the notion of "indomi- 


table" mountains disappears with a 
quick glance south from the 
TransCanada. Carved up like massive 
legs of lamb, these mountains and the 
wildlife they support are very vulner- 
able to increased limestone quarrying. 

CANMORE FLATS 

River’s Bend Golf Course (See map 

# 8 ) 

This remarkably undisturbed 
floodplain is a wealth of willow swamps, 
braided streams and woodland. It is 
one of the most significant brown trout 
spawning areas in Alberta and home to 
osprey and bald eagles. A portion of 
this area has been designated a Natural 
Area by the provincial government. 

Located a stone's throw from 
the Bow River, an EIA has been called 
for on this 18 hole golf course, club- 
house/resort center and serviced camp- 
ground. The developer has applied for 
74 acres of public land with additional 
development on lands owned by the 
MD of Bighorn. There is risk of ground- 
water and river water contamination 
from herbicides, pesticides, fungicides 
and fertilizers used on this golf course 
and the proposed Three Sisters Golf 
Resort. River flow reduction from di- 
version of water for irrigation , housing 
developments and other uses results in 
higher water temperatures, lower dis- 
solved oxygen levels and a reduced 
ability of the streams to assimilate 
waste. Nutrient loading by sewage 
disposal and fertilizer run-off increases 
algae growth which also decreases oxy- 
gen levels. Siltation from clearcutting 
and construction destroys fish spawn- 
ing habitat. 

EAST BOW FLATS 

The white spruce and poplar 
woodland found throughout these wil- 
low swamps and river channels pro- 
duces breeding grounds for an abun- 
dance and diversity of birds. The dy- 
namics and productivity of this river- 
ine habitat is very dependant on peri- 
odic flooding. Disturbance to Bow 
River water flow rates such as with- 
drawal for recreational developments 
or impoundment at Lac Des Arc could 
have a serious impact on this area. 

YAMNUSKA 

Four Season Resort Development (See 
map #10) 

Originally proposing this loca- 
tion near the base of Yamnuska, devel- 
oper Norm Trouth has recently moved 
his development proposal to the west 
side of the Yamnuska area. Details 
released describe an RV campground 
of 600 units, 50 chalet units and a golf 
driving range. 

A 


Rare and uncommon plants in 
the Yamnuska include moss gentian, 
one flowered goldenweed, the carnivo- 
rous slender-leaved sundew and un- 
usually large concentrations of yellow 
lady's slipper and western wood lily. It 
is one of the few localities in the world 
for a rare white form of the yellow 
lady's slipper. 

The Yamnuska is part of the 
overthrust formation of limestone 
strata from the Cambrian and 
Devonican periods which marks the 
boundary of the Front Ranges of the 
Rocky Mountains. Most of the Alberta 
Front has been destroyed by oil and gas 
drilling. Although recommended for 
protection by the MD of Bighorn, 
Calgary Regional Planning Commis- 
sion and the Dept, of Forestry, Lands 
and Wildlife, this mosaic of lakes and 
beaver ponds, springs and swamps, 
grass and woodlands continues to be 
denied any type of protective status. 

CANYON CREEK 

Moist, mossy seeps in rock 
outcroppings support the largest 
known concentration of sparrow's egg 
and pale coral-root orchids in the re- 
gion. The vegetation doesn't take 
kindly to dynamite blasting. Replant- 
ing is difficult if not impossible. Or- 
chids of any type are especially vulner- 
able because their seeds frequently fail 
to germinate unless stimulated by the 
presence of a certain fungi. Forestry, 
Lands and Wildlife has identified this 
area for future mineral extraction ex- 
pansion. 

What You Can Do: 

Write to the local MLA, Brian Evans, 
#202, 705-8, Str. Canmore, Alberta, TOL 
OMO. Send him a copy of this map. 
Ask that he call for a moratorium on 
Bow Corridor deve^gjnent. 

Write the Natural Resources Conserva- 
tion Board, Mr. G. De Sorcy, 640-5 Ave 
SW, Calgary, Alberta, T2P 3G4. Send 
them a copy of the map. 

Write the Federal Environment Minis- 
ter or the Minister of State for the 
Environment. Hon. John Charest, 
Terrasses de la Chaudiere, 28th Fir #10 
Wellington Str. Hull, Quebec, K1AOH3 
or Pauline Browes, Parliament Bldg. 
West Block, rm 409, Quebec K1A OA6. 
Send them a copy of the map. 

For more information, contact the 
Alberta Wilderness Association, fOB 
6398, Stn D, Calgary, Alberta T2P 2E1 
phone (403) 283-2025. 



Back to the Barricades in Lasca Creek, BC 


By C. Batycki 

Blockaders are back on the road 
to Lasca Creek in British Columbia as 
of May 3, after only a two day reprieve 
while a new injunction put the block- 
ade into limbo. The road construction 
had been effectively halted from April 
15 to May 1. 

Direct action against logging 
in the West Arm Wilderness of the 
Southern Columbian Mountains be- 
gan in September of 1990, when 600 
people blockaded road construction 
access to Lasca Creek and 64 were ar- 
rested. This was only oneweek after 85 
were arrested at neighboring Hasty 
Creek in BC's biggest ever environ- 
mental arrest. 

Cutting plans for the area were 
first presented to local communities 
(Harrop and Procter) in 1984. The 
plans were rejected and the Harrop- 
Procter Watershed Protection Commit- 
tee formed; Ministry of Forests agreed 
to involve the Committee in local for- 
est planning. In 1985, the licensee 
went bankrupt and cutting plans were 
shelved. 

The West Arm Watershed Alli- 
ance (WAWA), formed in 1987, after 
neighbouring Redfish Creek was 
clearcut. WAWA became very active in 
1989, when Ministry of Forests called a 
public meeting to present four differ- 
ent logging plans for Five Mile, Lasca 
and Mill Creeks. No community input 
had been sought and again the plans 
were angrily rejected. 

In 1990, the Ministry of Forests 
again called a public hearing in Procter. 
Three hundred furious citizens turned 
out. The dialogue became heated and 
Ministry of Forests confirmed their in- 
tention to log whether local folks like it 
or not. The BC government (still Social 
Credit then) was engaging communi- 
ties in Parks and Wilderness for the 90s 
(referred to as Parks Plan 90), a public 
input process to identify representa- 
tive areas for protection. WAWA sub- 
mitted a proposal to protect the West 
Arm Wilderness. The proposal was 
ignored, despite overwhelming public 
support. More letters were received on 
the West Arm proposal than any other 
proposal under Parks Plan 90. 


In July 1990, in a flagrant pre- 
election maneuver, local MLA Howard 
Dirks "fast-tracked" a decision on the 
access road into the Lasca Creek drain- 
age. Community outrage grew and the 
West Arm Wilderness Group formed to 
organize opposition, in the form of 
massive road blockades. 

The government changed in 
October 1990 and the New Democrats 
were voted into office. In November 
1990, Lasca Creek was deemed one of 
eight "environmentally contentious 
areas" in BC by the new government, 
and the decision-making process was 
put under review. To people's anger 
and disgust, road construction was to 
continue throughout the review pro- 
cess. 

This February we went back up 
on the road and blockaded further con- 
struction; people were there every day 
for almost two weeks until a truce was 


called for spring breakup. Four people 
were then notified that the contractor 
had filed suit against them for $ 1 8,000 
in lost wages. On March 23, after 
numerous postponements, the govern- 
ment announced that of the eight "con- 
tentious area" it was studying, Lasca 
was the only area to be denied a log- 
ging deferral or log-around strategy, 
and would not be part of the 
government's new Commission on 
Resources and Environment. 

When road construction 
started back up in April, we were there 
to stop them. People blocked the ma- 
chinery round-the-clock for over two 
weeks. On May 1 the rock crusher was 
working again, and on May 3 , the block- 
ade was resumed. 

Lasca Creek is located on the 
north face of the West Arm Wilder- 
ness, within the Selkirk Greater Eco- 
system of the Southern Columbia 


Mountains. The area is bounded on 
the east and north by Kootenay Lake, 
on the west by Highway 6 and on the 
south by the US border. These same 
boundaries define the study area of the 
US/Canada Interagency Grizzly Bear 
Recovery Plan for the Selkirk subpopu- 
lation of grizzly bears, believed to num- 
ber 30-45. The Selkirk Mountain herd 
of woodland caribou, the only herd in 
the US listed under the Endangered 
Species Act, migrates north into the 
ecosystem to dine on lichens in the 
remaining old-growth areas. There are 
also gray wolves in the area. 

The ecosystem contains signifi- 
cant stands of old-growth cedar, hem- 
lock, Engelmann spruce and western 
larch. Old-growth is rare in the 
Kootenay region because prospectors 
burned off 80% of it between 1890 and 
1910 to facilitate their activities. In 
terms of representative ecosystem pro- 
tection, the Southern Columbia Moun- 
tains region is grossly 
underrepresented, with only 1% of its 
area protected and that all rock and ice. 
There is growing scientific interest in 
the area, with both the Western Canada 
Wilderness Committee and 
Bellingham, Washington's Greater Eco- 
system Alliance hiring biologists to 
study, map and inventory the larger 
ecosystem. World Wildlife Fund 
Canada has spoken out in support of 
protection tor tne area, ana is runaing 
two public education projects. 

The Ktunaxa/Kinbasket 
(Kootenai) Nation includes the area, 
known to them as the Land of the 
Wolverine, in their land claim, which 
they have been negotiating with the 
provincial and federal governments 
since 1981. Various pictograph sites 
speak to historical use for hunting and 
ceremony. The Sinixe people of the 
Lower Arrow Lakes Band also claim 
interests in the area, citing certain sa- 
cred sites including burial grounds. 
Lasca Creek represents the timber 
industry's front line into the Western 
Arm Wilderness. It was contentious 
first as a local watershed issue, now as 
an indicator area for the future of for- 
estry and community involvement in 
resource decision-making in BC. 



Black Bears Threatened in Florida 
But the Hunt Goes on 


By Mad Hatter 

When over 10,000 signatures, 
compared to 680 from the "huntin' 
boys," were handed over to the Florida 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commis- 
sion calling for an end to black bear 
hunting in the state of Florida, a hunt- 
ing ban seemed imminent. WRONG! 
In what turned out to be a surprise 
turn-around, our illustrious commis- 
sion voted 3- 1 to allow black bear hunt- 
ing to continue. They did, through 
their magnanimous generosity, decide 
that hunters can now only chase and 
shoot (mostly up in trees) 200 pound 
bears. The previous rule allowed hunter 
to go after 100 pound bears. 

Again our Game Commission- 
ers have proven what poor stewards of 
wildlife they are. With population 
estimates of this subspecies ranging 
from 400-1500, the idea of permitting 
hunting, the most preventable cause 
of bear death, is incomprehensible. The 
bear has been listed as a threatened 
species in Florida for 1 7 years. The US 
Fish and Wildlife Service already has 
determined that the bear may be eli- 
gible for federal protection and Florida's 
entire congressional delegation has 


stated their support for threatened des- 
ignation. 

But, as usual, our commission 
chose not to listen to the majority of 
Floridians who have demanded that 
the commission do the right thing. 
They would rather listen to Gina John- 
son of Skipperville, Alabama, who was 
quoted in the St. Petersburg Times stat- 
ing, "It's not just for killing the bears. I 
feel it's good family entertainment and 
something the whole family can do 
together." 

Mr. Quinton L. Hedgepeth of 
Miami was the only commission mem- 
ber who had the guts to vote against 
hunting. Commission members J. Ben 
Row (Gainseville), Joe M Hilliard 
(Clewiston), and Louise Humphrey 
(Miccosukee), all voted a death sen- 
tence for the Florida black bear. If 
anyone feels inclined to send any of 
these people personal comments, you 
can drop them a line at: Florida Game 
and Fresh Water Fish Commission, 
Ferris Bryant Bldg., 620 South Merid- 
ian Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399- 
1600. 




For Men Only: 

The First Annual Earth First! 
Mass Vasectomy Action 


By Jim Flynn 

There are 6 billion humans on 
the earth (give or take a few 100 mil- 
lion!) and the number ain't getting any 
smaller yet. At the 1990 RRR in Mon- 
tana, the idea was formulated to do a 
mass vasectomy action with media blitz 
and all. Since then, the idea has fallen 
by the wayside due to coordinator 
slackage and mental diversions (war, 
owls, hunting articles, etc). 

1 would like to resume the dis- 
cussion and help coordinate the EF! 
Vasectomy Action. 

Since the '90 RRR (and before) 
numerous EFIers have had it done, and 
now it's time for you too. The idea we 
had was to get a bunch of us clipped at 
the same time and to make a media 
action out of it. A number of women 
and men have offered to do support 
and if we do it in Northern Ecotopia, 
we have a recovery ranch nearby. The 
folks at the Planned Parenthood are 
real nice and the vasectomies are FREE 
if you qualify for funding. 

How It Is Done: A doctor does 
a vasectomy in his (or her!!!) office ora 
clinic. A local anesthetic is injected 
into your scrotum and a small incision 
is made to reach both vas (tubes). A 
tiny piece may be removed from each 
and then both ends are cauterized. 

Sterility does not result until 
sperm already in the reproductive tract 
are discharged, so some other form of 
birth control must be used until micro- 
scope tests show that the semen is free 
of sperm (6 weeks to 6 months — de- 
pending on how often you do it.) 

Common Reactions: Some 
soreness and pain can be expected, and 
slight swelling frequently occurs. Wear- 
ing an athletic supporter, using ice 


packs or taking pain medication (beer) 
may help relieve minor discomfort. 
Strenuous labor or exercise should be 
avoided for 3 to 5 days. 

There is a Planned Parenthood 
Clinic in Northern Ecotopia, where the 
vasectomies are on a sliding price scale 
from FREE to $250. You are required to 
go to an information meeting and a 
counseling session, but you can do 
them both at the same visit if you call 
ahead. The program is state funded so 
call your local office first. When you 
call, be ready to tell them your monthly 
income <$0-$552=FREE in California) 
and ask to set up your counseling ses- 
sion at the same visit. While you're at 
it, set up an HIV test. It's free. 

The whole process takes two 
hours at Planned Parenthood and less 
than an hour at the doctor's office. 
Usually you have to wait a week or two 
between the two, but a call to my 
counselor has renewed the possibility 
of a mass clipping. He said it would be 
possible to shorten the wait between 
the Planned Parenthood visit and the 
doctor. He also said that PP could 
handle a group counseling session and 
would be willing to set up a doctor on 
a Saturday just for us. This shortens the 
whole process to a week, including 
recovery time. 

Go for it. It's confidential, it's 
a bargain, it's the right thing to do and 
you know it. So, if you have a week or 
two after the RRR, come to Ecotopia 
and be on the Cutting Edge. 

For more info contact Jim in 
Stumptown (503) 231-0207. 




It’s. the first time we try to contact you. 

For us, ecotage is very important but we can’t do 
everything together so-while eco-fighters are 
monkeywrenching-we try to create alternative lifestyles 
to preserve future for our children in one of the most 
hidden place of the planet: the evergreen forest of 

IS * 

Amazon. 

We have found a place with 80,000 sq. km com- 
pletely free, with only one little village in the 
middle: Saul. Possibilities to arrive there by plane 
from Cayenne: main town of French Guyane. 

USA to Cayenne to Miami to Fort’ de France 
(Martinique) to. Cayenne. There, with a little plane 
If Air Guyane,” Cayenne to Saul.’ 

French Guyane is 90,000 sq. km with 86,000 sq km . 
tropical rainforest, 80,000 sq km with 0 inhabitants, 
only wilderness. 

French Guyane is the only place of all the South 
America tropical rainforest with no destruction of the 
forest. A good fellow of the New York Botanical Gar- 
den, Scott Mory know very well this forest: he is used 
to work for his job twice a year just near Saul. But 
.he know nothing about the reality of our alternative 
ecological project.. 

We are sure of the eco-collapse. Most of the 
human beings will disappear. A few will survive. We 
want to survive. So now we are learning how to survive 
as far as possible of the industrial areas. 
j§ We want to preserve as much biodiversity and 
wilderness as possible. We learn with the help of our 
neighbour indians more humble ways of ^living. 

to do is to prepare a good life, with quiet relations 
between humans and animals after the end of the stupid 


Tnini,” in a place called “Saut Emerillon.” We need 
your help. We^are not enough^numerous^ ^ 

now! We need as quick as possible the help of one man 
during one or two month. He must send a letter or a 
telegramme (best, quicker) to Their ry SAILANTIN 973 
Saul French Guyane so that I will be able to^read it 

for him a few days in Saul. After, if he prefers to 
•arrive in Manpasoula at the beginning of June, I will 


(semi - nomadi : 
Jaques lizot 
indians, beg 


! been living 21 years witl 
ng of Or i now River.) 

N, 973 Saul French Guyane 


'ed. note: We received this 
(I ready been mailed out, so 
<nti l well after Theirry’s A 
.o print it this issue, in I 
dll still be able to use a< 


>. We choi 
community 


French 


eco-collapse. We must learn the good humble life, 
volunteer simplicity, as quick as possible, because 
it’s difficult to learn, and tomorrow perhaps it witl 
more and more difficult to meet wild indians and to 
learn from them the good way of living in the tropical 
I’ainforest^ 

We hope that a lot of people reading “Earth 
First” or “Wild Earth” will write us letters and take 
>tane to arrive in the middle of French Guyane. We 
|bpe for families, children. We are working for 

I The first village we are now creating is thr< 


big boat (Yamaha 15 power) down to Maripasoula. 
Ig A,., OK. So, just now, as quick as possible, I 
somebody. I pay all for his life here, he pays on! 
the plane. It’s for US people a good way of visi 4 -’ 
and see what is possible here for bioregionalism 
I hope to have more and more visits of peop 
families, wanting to build their house here. Sa‘- 
Emerillon will be the first village/ After, we , 
for many others-ecologically, without disturbing 
wilderness and biodiversity, if human beings are 
as humble as indians, this 80,000 sq km free fori 
able to preserve the 
:fihe. 'eco-colTapseV:ythat. „ 

villages of 50 people each. As indians, it’s good , 
change the place of the village each 10 or 15 years 

''' ’ t/ ' .. 
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KICKING AXE IN THE SAN JUANS 


The Greater San Juan Ecosystem is a richly 
diverse area with representative community types 
ranging from Desert Scrub to Alpine Tundra. 
This area is the location of Colorado's largest 
Wilderness Area, the Weminuche, and the last 
holdout of the Grizzly Bear in the Southwest. 
Unfortunately, this last refuge for the Wild in 
southwestern Colorado, is under a blitzkrieg 
attack from all directions. 

Developers known as Water Buffalos want to 
dam and divert the Animas and LaPlata Rivers to 
try andmake the desert bloom. AMOCO races to 
construct 55 miles of road into a roadless area to 
drill for gas of marginal value so it can get tax 
breaks. Stone Container continues to liquidate 
Ancient Forests and roadless areas at tax payers' 
expense. Cows and sheep eat up wildlife habitat 
while their owners blow away predators. ETC. 
ETC. 

To meet this onslaught is the recently formed 
San Juan EF!. Comprised of members of various 
Environmental Groups in the Four Comers Area, 
SJEF! could very well be defined as a move- 
ment. We have found that working with other 
environmental groups makes us just that much 
more effective and improves our credibility. . . 
Oh No Credibility? We work through the sys- 
tem as much as we can, but as we all know the 
system doesn’t work. When it doesn’t work we 
take to the streets and to the woods. 

Earth First! is Alive and Wild in the San 
Juans, and we ain't slowing down. The following 
are a few of our actions in the Spring of 1992: 

Grasshonner Action -The newly formed SJEF! 
marches down Main St. Durango in protest of 
the Forest Service’s plans to log an Ancient 
Forest atop Missionary Ridge. At the Animas 
District office a section of stump from Sandbench 
is left on the front desk. A banner is also hung 
across from the Federal Building where the San 
Juan N.F. headquarters is located. 

Countv Commissioners Action -In March SJEF! 
staged a “die-in” at a La Plata County Commis- 
sioners meeting when they approved a gas com- 
pression station. 

Valdez Action -San Juan EF! blocked traffic 
with bicycles on Main St. Durango to protest the 
3rd anniversary of the Exxon oil spill. 
Tamarron Action -Word was leaked to SJEF! 
that oil and gas CEOs from around the country 
would be meeting at the exclusive Tamarron 
resort 1 8 miles north of Durango. San Juan EF! 
rode bikes up to Tamarron in protest of oil and 



gas development in the Southwest. The next day 
as the CEOs were leaving to tour drilling sites in 
the area a banner was hung that read, “ Pardon M e 
Thou Bleeding Piece Of Earth That I Am Meek 
and Gentle With These CEOs, We Support Alter- 
native Resources Solar, Hemp, Bicycles ”. As 
one of the buses carrying CEOs was leaving 
three bicyclists rode slowly in front of the bus 
trying to stop it. They were subsequently pulled 
over and ticketed by the highway patrol 


National Dav of Outrage- Once again SJEF! 
took to Main St. Durango with a good old South- 
ern Gospel funeral procession for an ancient one 



from Sandbench. Marching to the beat of the 
drums, SJEF! decended upon the San Juan N.F. 
headquarters where we spoke to a F.S. represen- 
tative and made our demands. Then back down 
Main St. we marched blocking traffic and shout- 
ing, “Earth First! Profit Last!”. 

F.S . Anneals Action -Two nude women strolled 
across the Fort Lewis College Campus asking 
people to write letters opposing the proposal to 
do away with the F.S. Appeals process. 


San Juan EF! pledges to continue the fight for 
wilderness and biodiversity. Join us in our continu- 
ing campaigns this summer and fall. Don't wait for 
permission, just do it ! Check out the back page to find 
out where the hot spots in the San Juans are. 


SAN JUAN GRIZZ 
NEEDS DEFENDERS 

The 1979 killing of a female Grizzly Bear on the 
Upper Navajo River in the South San Juans was 
thought to have brought about the extirpation of the 
great bear in Colorado. Of course, the killing of a 
Grizzly in 1964 was also thought to have brought 
about the end of the Colorado Grizz. To this day 
there are still reports and eyewitness sightings of 
Grizzlies throughout the San Juans. 

In 1991 a team of well-accredited individuals 
including none other than Doug Peacock set out to 
look into rumored Grizzly sightings in the area of the 
South San Juan Wilderness. Evidence compiled by 
this group seems to indicate that a small population 
of bears continues to inhabit the region. The evidence 
includes three hair samples that were identified as 
Grizzly by the Game and Fish Lab at the University 
of Wyoming, and a sighting of a bear in the same area 
which had the diagnostic shoulder hump and dished 
face of a Grizzly. 

As the news of the existence of Grizzlies in the 
San Juans increases and spreads, so too does the 
threat of extirpation by individuals who fear, hate 
and envy this animal. Compounding the problem is 
the biological threats of inbreedings that these bears 
face due to their small population size. However, 
Grizzly Bear authority Charles Jonkel has stated, 
with regard to the Colorado Grizzly, that the Grizzly 
can survive in discontiguous “island habitats” such 
as the San Juans. In Europe, for example, the 
European Brown Bear, a close relative to the Grizzly, 
continues to holdout in small pockets in northern 
Italy, along the French/Spanish border, and in parts 
of Norway. The presence of Grizzlies in the San 
Juans creates an excellent opportunity to preserve 
and restore this species in the southwest. 

A new non-profit organization out of New Mexico, 
LIFE NET, petitioned the U.S. Forest Service in 
March to close a portion of the Rio Grande and San 
Juan National Forests where the Grizzly occurs. 
This closure would include an estimated 85,000 
acres, only 2.3% of the two national forests, in an 
area along the Continental Divide known as the 
South San Juans. It would be in effect from April to 
November, when the bears are active, and until an 
adequate plan for Grizzly recovery could be addressed 
by the public. The closure would be “a precautionary 
measure to help safeguard the bears until further 
conservation planning can be done”. 

In March of this year, Regional Forester Gary 
Cargill opted to take no action on the requested 
closure. He supported his decision with the erroneous 
assumptions that there is a lack of “verifiable evi- 
dence” and that the grizzly is already afforded pro- 
tection under the Endangered Species Act. 

To begin with, the first of these assumptions fails 
to recognize the recent evidence (ie. hair samples), as 
stated earlier, that constitute “verifiable evidence” 

con't inside 
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A LESSON FROM SANDBENCH 


“ONE”... “TWO’ 


.“THREE” 


“PUUUSH”. 


The Ancient One groaned and creaked from its death 
bed on the log deck and thundered down onto the new 
logging road. With a jubilant cheer we scrambled 
down from the log deck to snatch one end of our 
fallen comrade and pivot her perpendicular to the 
logging road effectively barricading it.. 

Further down the road a pickaxe rang sharp and 
clear as it made contact with a rock. Grinning up 
from the 4 foot deep ditch, the pick wielder re- 
marked, “No trucks coming through here”. 

For Sandbench, an Ancient Forest in the San 
Juans, “the system” had failed. Numerous appeals 
were filed by environmental groups during the late 
‘80’s strongly criticizing the decision of the Forest 
Supervisor to log this Ancient Forest. Colorado’s 
green senator, Tim Wirth, was even able to get a stay 
of logging for several years to allow him to try and 
include the area in a Wilderness Bill. But when the 
area was not included in Senators Hank Brown and 
Tim Wirth’s wilderness compromise bill in March of 
’91, the Forest Service offered the area for sale 
immediately. The multinational, forest liquidating. 
Stone Container Corporation purchased the timber 
rights and moved ahead with plans to road and log the 
area in June of ’91. However, when the loggers 
arrived to construct the road, they were met by a new 
opposition. Ancient Forest Rescue. 

Throughout the summer and intoj 
ous tactics ranging from tree-sits t 
employed to try and stop, or at least slow down the 
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cutting. y6ne tactic tnat proved effective and very 
costly/to the powers that be was the use of road 
barricades. At Sandbench we did not question whether 
barricades were right or wrong, responsible or irre- 
Dnsible; we didn’t care. What mattered most was 
popping the destruction of the forest. 

With road barricades you avoid the arrests, finan- 
cial costs, and hassles of dealing with the legal 
system (as long as you don’t get caught). Unlike civil 
disobedience, where you get to do it once and then 
you’re either in jail or legally prohibited from enter- 
ing the N.F., late night barricade building can be 
conducted over several nights or even months. A 
small group of 4-5 people outfitted with a pry-bar and 
perhaps a come-along can effectively temporarily 
close a road in a few hours. Let the F.S. issue 
closures. That’s exactly what we want, the area 
closed. Of course loggers will still be able to enter the 
area, so we’ll continue building barricades. A clo- 
sure doesn’t matter because what we are doing is 
alread^iUeg 

Organized Monkeywren ching?> Perhaps, but is 
oup/6lockading of logging roads in defense of our 
forest home any different then the blockades the 
Penan in Borneo construct to defend their homes? 
The linear progression of wilderness destruction is 
not stopping. If you do not do something quickly the 
bulldozers are going to roll up to your doorstep and 
then its going to be too late. 

So, come-along! 

Abert the Squirrel 
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Grizz Defenders 

con't from front 

according to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Criteria. 
The second assumption, that the bear is already ^ 
safeguarded under the ESA, is equally outrageous. 
Grizzlies are killed “accidentally” ever year in the 
Northern Rockies even though they are protected 
under the ESA. So too was the Grizzly that was killed 
in the San Juans in 1979. Furthermore, black bears 
are baited and killed during the Spring and Fall Black 
Bear Hunts. In fact, a grizzly could very well have 
been “accidentally” shot this past Spring during the 
Hunt. 

The entire purpose of the petition requesting a 
closure is to reduce the high risk factorto the remaining 
bears. Closing a small area to protect another species 
is a small sacrifice when one considers that the rest 
of Colorado’s public lands are open to whatever 


recreational activities that would be prohibited by a 
closure (eg. hunting, backpacking, camping, etc.). 
There are humans, cattle, and sheep all over Colorado 
but only a handful of Grizzly Bears. Sitting back and 
waiting for more “verifiable evidence” to protect the 
Great Bear is like spewing chlorofluorocarbons into 
the air while waiting for more “verifiable evidence” 
on the Ozone Hole. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

Write Mr. Gary E. Cargill, Regional Forester, U.S. 
Forest Service, 11177 W. 8th Ave., Box 25127, 
Lakewood, Co 80255, asking that: 

1 . A temporary closure be issued for the South San 
Juan Wilderness and accompanying National Forest 
lands along the Continental Divide, as an emergency 
measure to protect the Grizzly 

2. The U.S. Forest Service work to preserve and 
restore a viable population of grizzlies in the area. 


by Stu Daniels 

RECENT HISTORY OF THE GRIZZLY 
IN SOUTHWESTERN COLORADO 


The following information was taken from a table 
that appeared in the Nov.-Dee. 1985 issue of Colo- 
rado Outdoors, a publication of the Colorado Divi- 
sion of Wildlife (DOW). This information was 
compiled from data in the DOW library and DOW 
endangered species and nongame files. Additional 
information has been added since 1985. 

1913-Three Grizzlies are trapped on the lower Na- 
vajo river by William Weissel between April 1 8 and 
May 5. 

1915-An extensive federal and state program to 
extirpate the remaining Colorado Grizzlies is under- 
taken. 

1930-In the late 1930’s a Grizzly is, killed on Lone 
Cone Peak. 

1948-At least five Grizzlies are killed in the area 
between 1948 and 1951. 

$ 

1950- A 300-pound sow is trapped and killed on 
August 2 in the San Juan National Forest, by Lloyd 
Anderson of Pagosa Springs. Two cubs are said to 
have escaped. 

1951- A Grizzly is killed on the Upper Conejos River 
by trapper Lloyd Anderson in July. Trapper Ernie 
Wilkerson of Monte Vista killed a two-year-old male 
weighing between 250 and 300 pounds in Starvation 
Gulch (Rio Grande National Forest). A 12-foot long 
section of spruce deadfall is dragged five miles 
before the bear is shot. 

1954- The Rio Grande-San Juan Grizzly Bear Man- 
agement Area is established to protect the Grizzly. 

1955- A 1 ,000-mile backcountry search for Grizzlies 
in the San Juan Basin by C.S.U. student Gary “Red” 
Sheldon finds probable sign. 

1956- Additional study of Grizzlies in the area by 
game warden Gene Bassett concludes the same. 
Female and cubs sighted on the upper Conejos by 
Victor Keenan. 

1957- Lloyd Anderson identifies grizzly tracks near 
Four Mile Creek. A Grizzly skull is found near 
Elwood Pass and additional sightings and tracks in 
the area are verified. 

1962-A Grizzly is reported to have killed 20 sheep 
east of Sugaiioaf Mountain by Lloyd Anderson. 


1964- A Grizzly near the headwaters of McCabe 
Creek is chased with horses and one is killed in the 
Blanco Basin. The 1954 Rio Grande-San Juan 
Grizzly Bear Management Plan is discontinued, but 
the killing of grizzlies is still prohibited. 

1965- On the Upper Navajo River Lloyd Anderson 
tracks a grizzly. In the vicinity of Victorio Lake.a 
Grizzly and cubs is reported and a track is found 
latter. 

1967-A sow and two cubs are reported near Victorio 
Lake by Lloyd Anderson between Rock Lake and 
Ute Lake in the San Juans. On the Upper Piedra 
River, a Grizzly is observed. Several additional 
unverified sightings of a sow and two cubs. 

1970- Extensive surveys of Grizzly signs and evalu- 
ation of habitat is conducted by the Colorado Divi- 
sion of Wildlife. Residents of the Tierra Amarilla 
Land Grant report numerous Grizzly sightings. These 
are said to have been of marginal validity . A possible 
Grizzly drags a horse carcass 200 yards between 
Navajo Peak and Chalk Mountain on Little Navajo 
River. 

1971- Bear moves horse carcass on Chalk divide. 

1973- Another horse carcass is moved near the Devil 
Mountain Lookout Tower, it may have or may not 
have been a grizzly. Endangered Species Act is 
passed which gives the Grizzly federal protection in 
Colorado. 

1976- A possible Grizzly sighting near Hossick Lake 
in the Weminuche Wilderness Area. 

1979- A female Grizzly is killed by a bowhunter on 
the Upper Navajo River on September 23. 

1980- A two year study is conducted in the area where 
the Grizzly was killed in 1979 that reveals probable 

denning site and several probable digging sites. 

1982-A resolution opposing the re-introduction of 
the Grizzly in Colorado, is passed by the Colorado 
Wildlife Commission. 

1991-An independent search for Grizzlies led by 
Doug Peacock and others, turns up scat samples with 
Grizzly hair and reports possible sightings in the 
same area. 


There have been numerous other sightings that have 
gone unreported down through the years. 



SAVE THE SAN JUANS CAMPAIGN 


Now I know you’ve been thinking about contributing to Ross Perot’s campaign for 
president, but since he’s paying his own way, why don’t you instead donate your money 
to some folks who can really use it ... Us! Unfortunately, we need those greenbacks to 
pay phone bills, fines, court costs, etc. etc. If the San Juans hold a special place in your 
heart and you would like to help us save them, then please send donations and/or bodies 
(preferable live) to: San Juan Earth First!, PO Box 3204, Durango Co. 81302. 

We would also like to put together a San Juan Road Show sometime in the Fall or 
Spring of next year. Let us know if you are interested or would like to help out. 

Thanks 

SJEF! 


'*4—* HOT SPOTS IN THE 
GREATER SAN JUAN ECOSYSTEM 



The following is a list of environmental 
hotspots in the Greater San Juan Ecosystem. 
Concerns include but are not limited to logging, 
road building, and developments in roadless areas, 
ancient forests (ie. old growth), critical wildlife 
habitats, unstable soils, and sensitive watersheds. 
Unfortunately we've left a few out, but this should 
be enough to keep you busy for awhile. 

Timber Sales planned for the San Juan Na- 
tional Forest 

BUCKLES ASPEN 
CORRAL MOUNTAIN 
MARTINEZ CREEK 

Contact: Sam Scanga or Stu Samow 
San Juan N.F., Pagosa Ranger District, P.O. Box 
310, Pagosa Springs, Co. 81147 (303-264-2268). 

TRIJBY CREEK 

Contact: Bob Vermillion 
Dolores Ranger District, 100 North 6th, Box 210 
Dolores, Co. 81323 (303-882-7296). 


GRASSHOPPER 

Contact: Theodore W. LaMay 
Animas Ranger District, 701 Camino Del Rio, 
Durango, Co. 81301 (303-385-1283). 

Timber Sales planned for the Rio Grande 
National Forest 

RED MOUNTAIN 

Contact: Robert L. Mitchell 
Conejos Peak District Ranger, 21461 State Hwy. 
285, La Jara, Colorado 81140 (719-274-5193). 


Why ruin the paint 
on your BMW? Use a 
magnetic bumper 
sticker! ! 


Eerth First! 


Send $5 to: 
Wilderness Defense l 
P.O. Box 460101 
Aurora , CO 80046-0101 


TROUT MOUNTAIN 

Contact: Thurman Wilson 
Del Norte Ranger District, POB 40, Del Norte, 
Co. 81132(719-657-3321). 

EAST FORK SKI AREA 
A planned ski area that would destroy Grizz and 
Wolverine habitat 
Contact: Rick Jewell 

San Juan N.F., Pagosa Ranger District, P.O. Box 
310, Pagosa Springs, Co. 81147 (303-264-2268). 

ANIMAS LAPLATA PROJECT 

Another one of those boondoggle water projects 
that would destroy habitat for the endangered 
Colorado Squaw Fish. 

HD H IL L S 

AMOCO plans to construct 55 miles of road 
into a roadless to drill for coalbed-methane. This 
gas is of marginal value, but AMOCO gets big tax 
breaks. 


American Express Boycott Continues 



^ HOT OFF THE PRESS! ^ 

GET YOUR AMEX BOYCOTT MATERIALS!! 
(P.S. THEY’RE FREE!!) 


That’s right, while they last, we’ll mail you lots of stuff to aid 

the American Express boycott . . .free! (W e accept donations, 

of course). Choices include: 

(Quantity) 

BOYCOTT AMERICAN EXPRESS!! rubberstamp: 

Imprint your favorite credit card applications. One per 
person please. 

“De-Business” cards: Carry in your wallet and hand 

them out to your Yuppie friends. They explain the 
boycott on one side, and have the AMEX Skull on the 
other. 

AMEX Skull agitators. 

Packet for photo-copying. Enlist local merchants in 

the campaign! 


Dear Friends: „ 

The fight to save the East Fork valley from becoming 

another polluted, over-developed mega-ski resort slowly 
gaining strength. Whether you've cut up your card, called 
AMEX, or even gotten arrested, your efforts are apppreciated. 

Please keep it up! 

Thanks, 

— Mike 





COLO. EF! - PO 1166 - Boulder, CO 80306 


J 


Hikers enjoy the East Fork Valley slated to become Colorado's 
largest ski resort. 


Vfari ftfcM t*. 



Wolves Kill Cattle 
(or is it vice versa?) 

risk of leaving the pups uncared for. Of course, there's no money left 

The male was kept in captivity for over for any research. In fact, the 
several days while an exciting new kind research budget got axed last year wh en 
of collar was ordered from the torture- all that money was budgeted to go to 
device catalogue. This collar has two Animal Damage Control. ADC helps 
doses of tranquillizer in little capsules with the trapping and the killing, when 
In the state of Montana, the US at the back of the neck that can be killing becomes necessary. And, as a 
Fish and Wildlife Service has what they injected by remote control. And it matter of fact, it often does. Every wolf 
call a wolf recovery plan. Theyseemto only cost $4,000! (with the possible exception of the one 

interpret this as, "Kill as many wolves Though the female was collared pup) that USF&W has relocated in 

as possible" As you might guess, the with the old-fashioned radio collar and Montana has ended up dead very soon 
spectre of Cow looms large behind quickly released, trapping often leaves after relocation, 
their attitude. a leg injury that can keep a wolf from If anyone in the agency actually 

A small pack of grey wolves has hunting for a couple of weeks. Of cared whether this endangered species 
recently moved into the NinemileVal- course, even a gimpy wolf can usually is protected, let alone encouraged to 
ley. A pack tried that a couple of years bring down a moo-cow for her hungry recover, you might think they'd want 
ago, killed a cow, got relocated, and pups. Are these wolves being set up? to spend at least a little time, money 
ended up entirely dead, except per- The plan is to "allow" the wolves and energy on figuring out some course 
haps for one lone pup roaming around, to stay unless/until they kill another of action that didn't always end up 
In mid-May this year, the new pack piece of private property. If/when that with dead wolves. Several ideas have 
(possibly including this one pup from happens, the male's collar will be acti- been suggested, such as adverse condi- 
the original pack) killed a steer that was vated and he will be immediately re- tioning ("Bad wolf! Don't hurt the 
being grazed on private land. Although moved. They say they won't move the cow!"); fences and guard dogs to pro- 
one of the wolves was a female with a female until August because of the pups, tect the cattle; letting the wolves kill a 
very young litter, USF&W immediately One nice thing about the fancy collar is cow now and then as one of the condi- 
set out a trap line and quickly trapped that, because it can be used to move the tions of ranching in the area; even 
both the mother and a male wolf. There animal so quickly, it eliminates the reimbursing ranchers for wolf-kills (as 
may be a third wolf in the pack, but the chance for the public to hear anything they currently are reimbursed by De- 
USF&W biologists aren't sure if he's about it until long after the fact. That fenders of Wildlife); moving cows out 
still around. Like the brave fellows seems worth several thousand dollars, of places where wolves are known to be 
they are, there were willing to take the doesn't it? 


in Western Montana 




in the spring, when killings of cows 
seem to happen most often, and sim- 
ply ending ranching altogether in ar- 
eas where wolves return (our favorite 
option!). 

It looks like USF&W needs to be 
reminded of its duty, which is to pro- 
tect an endangered species, not to pro- 
tect the ranching industry. Call: Ralph 
Morgenlich, USF&W Regional Direc- 
tor in Colorado (303) 236-8189; Kemper 
McMaster, Director of Montana 
USF&W (406) 449-5202; Joe Fontaine, 
Director of Northern Rockies Wolf Re- 
covery Project (406) 449-5202; and of 
course, your representatives in Con- 
gress, and, if you're on a roll, ADC. 

For more information contact, 
Predator Project, POB 6733, Bozeman, 
MT 59771 (406) 587-3389. 


Earth First! Journal's Future in a Fishbowl 


By Asante Riverwind an open movement forum and still be 

At the activist conference in effective? 

March at Molalla, Oregon, the at- The fish bowl method has worked 
tempted resolution of the diverse posi- consistently well in large meetings 
tions, ideas, opinions regarding the EF! where sheer numbers make it difficult 
Journal brought clarity to at least a few to function. First, each region, collec- 
things. One was that trying to facili- five, affinity group or faction gets to- 
tate agreement in a large group of folks gether to discuss their feelings on the 
from all over was difficult if not impos- issue in advance. Then they pick a 
sible. The small group discussions couple of folk to be their spokespeople. 
which led to a tentative consensus on The actual discussion occurs among a 
continuing journal operations until the smaller circle of spokespeople, sitting 
rendezvous straightened out misun- inside the larger circle of concerned 
derstandings and clarified some diver- activists (and fed agents, etc) who qui- 
gent opinions. It also became clear etly listen. If new subjects — or twists — 
that if any major change or 


come up, and the various regions of ing consensus, yet the meeting is kept 
affinity grops feel a need to (re)discuss functional. 

how they feel, then breaks are taken to Another method which worked 

do so before reconvening the was used at the Boulder activist confer- 
spokescircle. Occassionally — especially ence — a "voucher" system. Everyone 
in lengthy meetings — spokespeople who participated in the meeting had to 
may rotate, so more members of a be vouched for by other EFiers who 
region or group get a chance to partici- know them. 

pate. Notes, whispers, call asides (please Yet folk new to EF! but none- 

keep to essential minimums) and breaks the- less committed activists have ex- 
are ways and times when folks watch- pressed concern that such a "voucher" 
ing can communicate with the activ- system could exclude them. So have 
ists "fishes" and be involved in the anonymous EF!ers such as those whose 
consensus process. In this way every- activism focuses on the "night shift" 
one has a way to participate in reach- type activities. Sothefollowingmethod 

for the journal meeting dur- 


new direction is going to occur, 
it needs to be worked into a 
coherant proposal prior to, and 
presented at, the meeting (simi- 
lar to the Boulder conference 
which heard proposals from 
various groups which desired 
to produce the EF! Journal — at 
which time the Missoula col- 
lective proposal was agreed 
upon). Hopefully by rendez- 
vous time the various groups 
with differing opinions and the 
Missoula collective will have 
proposals developed that ad- 
dress any major changes — such 
as moving the journal, changes 
in the revolving collective, or 
keeping it as is, and addressing 
the various concerns and per- 
ceived problems with its past 
and current operation. 

One of the good things 
about rendezvous, and the EF! 
movement, is that they are open 
to virtually anybody. However, 
while this can lead to many 
interesting discussions, and 
great wild night ameobas, it 
has also resulted in some rather 
negative situations and leaves 



ing rendezvous has been pro- 
posed, and was consensed 
upon at the Molalla confer- 
ence. The meeting will be a 
fish bowl-voucher system with 
participants vouched for by 
other known EF!ers of their 
areas (an attempt to minimize 
the possibility of one flakev 
reaerai sanara cjud/ govern- 
ment agent vouching for an- 
other). It is recommended that 
groups or regions pick at least 
two people to represent them 
(and can rotate others to share 
the experience) but try not to 
stack the circle by sending in, 
say, 20 spokespeople from one 
region. 

Given that in the fu- 
ture — as the corporate 
greedheads continue their at- 
tempts at further plundering 
the Earth — our movement will 
continue to grow, such a 
method will help us evolve as 
the diverse, effective, separate- 
yet-united EF! movement. 


us open to FBI infiltration and 


disruption. So — how to keep 
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Let's Hear It For the Recession! 


Plans to Drill 
Blackleaf Canyon 
1 alter as Company 
Goes Under 


By Allison Slater 

Natural gas development in the Blackleaf Canyon t 
A rea of Montana's Rocky Mountain Front is at a p 
temporary halt. The Bureau of Land Management S i 
has decided not to issue a Record of Decision for their , a 
natural gas drilling proposal until they receive an 
application for a permit to drill. The 
four existing wells have been shut 

down and the company that drilled 

them is bankrupt. Other companies 5 

hold leases in the area, but none EC 

have applied for permits to drill. But / 

until recently, BLM was pushing 
ahead with the paperwork for the 
massive drilling plans. 

Two wells were put on line in 
1983 by EPS Resources. Two more I 

were drilled and capped. In 1990-91 
they were put into operation, along — 

with the building of a 5.2 mile long \ 

pipeline, power lines and other fa- \ 

cilities, as part of the "no action" 
alternative in the unreleased Record Q 

of Decision. The four wells are on Q 

two wildlife preserves. The com- 
panv did exploratory drilling all over 
the area, and got an application for _ 

a permit to drill. The four wells were ^ 

drilled as part of a separate environ- A 

mental assessment. BLM started the 
ELS process for the larger drilling 
plans, then EPS cancelled their ap- ^ 

plication. Meridian and ^ 

Fina, two other oil and gas compa- 
nies, hold leases in the area, and EPS 
Resources, still operating under 
Chapter 7 bankruptcy, may be in 
the process of reorganizing their fi- FLATHEA 0 
nances to continue business under /VAT IONA*— 

another name. The entire Front has pOftCST 
been leased for drilling, and BLM 
freely admits that they rarely deny U.I Ai 

applications to drill once resources •Al' 

are found in leased areas. If every C I C 

lease were developed, there would I* I ^ 

be at least 80 wells in the Blackleaf 
Canyon area, which extends from 
the North Fork of Depuyer Creek to I 

the North Fork of the Teton River. 

The "preferred alternative" in the 

draft EIS recommends developing FiHbf 

every drainage, with 1 8 wells, a cen- P“1 

tral gas processing facility, 39.8 miles 

of pipeline, 12.25 miles of new road, j 

and 11.4 miles of road reconstruc- - ■ 

tion. 

The hundred mile stretch of 
the Front in north-central Montana 
is the only part of the Front not yet completely 
developed. It is the last place the grizzly bears, which 
were originally plains animals, can come out of the 
mountains onto the plains and sw’amps. Antelope 
Butte, right in the middle of the drilling, is one of the 
three most important griz habitats left in Montana. 
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There is nowhere to displace them to. The Pine Butte 
Preserve, to the south of Antelope Butte, is the only 
similar ecosystem with any protective status. There 
-are 1 75,000 wells on the Front in Alberta, with every 
drainage roaded several times. The overthrust for- 
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This map of the Blackleaf area was put together from 
several different maps in the draft EIS. When the 
featuresof the separate maps were consolidated, some 
things BLM wanted to obscure become obvious, for 
example, the pipeline going right through a lake near 
Antelope Butte. 


mation of the Rocky Mountain Front oreaxs up 
somewhat in southern Montana and 
Wyoming, then appears again further 
south, in Colorado, where the Front 
has been urbanized into Denver and 
Colorado Springs. 

It is this overthrust configuration of 
limestone strata from the Cambrian 
and Devonican periods which make 
the Front such critical habitat for so 
many species, and also which created 
the high potential for natural gas re- 
serves. The Front is the sudden divi- 
sion between the Rocky Mountains 
and the high plains. Some of the 
ridges are called reefs because their 
strange, folded appearance makes 
them look like ocean reefs. Stretching 
out from the base of the mountains 
are the rocky plains, covered by creep- 
ing junipers and lichens. The limber 
pines which grow there are small, 
twisted trees with extra sap in their 
^ bark so the trunk and branches can 
bend in the winds which gust up to 
120 mph during winter storms and 
Chinooks. In the spring, which usu- 
ally comes in late May, the rocks are 
covered with tiny purple and yellow 
blossoms and Pasque flowers push their 
way up. The dry land is dotted with 
small lakes and potholes, covered with 
Canadian geese, trumpeter swans and 
whistling swans during their migra- 
tions. 

Aside from the griz, it is also gray 
— wolf habitat (not potential recovery 
^ habitat — there are still wolves there!) 

Bighorn sheep, mountain goats, deer, 
and elk need the area for winter range. 
Peregrine falcons, golden eagles, north- 
ern saw-whet owls and bald eagles live 
and nest there. Wolverines, lynx and 
pine marten use the area. TheDupuyer 
Creek drainage has one of the largest 
populations of pure strain westslope 
cutthroat trout on the Front. The draft 
EIS ignores or glosses over these en- 
dangered, threatened and sensitive 
species. 

BLM has proposed a confusing sys- 
tem of "windows of operation," re- 
stricting the times that construction 
can go on or the gas wells can operate. This is 
supposed to protect animals during breeding, den- 
ning or nesting times, as if those were the only times 
animals will be disturbed by massive development in 

continued on page 33 




Fear and Loathing on the Tongass 


By Don Smith 

That the US Government, 
through the auspices of the Forest Ser- 
vice and in conjunction with the tim- 
ber industry, has been plundering the 
Tongass National Forest, is a well known 
fact — apparently even to the US Con- 
gress. While intensive timber cutting 
has not reached as critical a stage as 
lands in Oregon and Washington, the 
present momentum points to this in- 
evitability. In an attempt to come to 
terms with conditions on the Tongass, 
Congress set a precedent a year and a 
half ago by passing the Tongass Timber 
Reform Act. Designed to revise Forest 
Service practices in the Tongass, the 
Act has nonetheless failed to bring 
about substantive policy changes. 

TheTongass Timber Reform Act 
(TTRA) was intended to shift focus of 
the management of the national forest 
from timber sales to a supposedly more 
balanced use of the area's "resources," 
including recreation, habitat preserva- 
tion and wildlife protection. As worded, 
the Act would reduce targeted timber 
sale quantity and eliminate the man- 
datory $40 million annual Tongass tim- 
ber subsidy. It also provided measures 
to protect salmon runs, limit "high 
grading" of forest lands, and protect 1-8 
areas approximating a million acres, 
from logging. Protection of these areas 
was a successful outcome of the Act. 
According to former South East Alaska 
Conservation Council (SEACC) 
Excutive Director Bart Kohler, "...folks 
are much better off because of the 
withdrawal of over 1 million acres of 
key old growth that the pulp mills 
wanted to cut-down the most. There is, 
no doubt, alot of work to be done to see 
that the USFS lives by the law. 
Neverthelss, the folks who are the clos- 
est to that long and hard fight will 
attest to the fact that they’ve damn 
glad that the TTRA passed. In essence, 
the Act seemed to signal congress' will- 
ingness to legislate change in overall 
Forest Service policy on the Tongass. 
The outcome, however, suggests that 
legislative acts emanating from the halls 
of congress may have limited impact. 

Since passage of the Act, tim- 
ber sales have continued unabated, with 
the scheduling of 12 major timber sales 
in old growth areas. Subsidies of tim- 
ber sales have even risen since passage 
of the Act, alongside an increase in the 
timber budget, representing a 50 per- 
cent increase. 

Pushed along by Alaska's Con- 
gressional delegation and the timber 
industry, continuing past policy di- 
rectly contradicts the spirit of TTRA. As 


Rep. George Miller (D-CA), praising 
the bill after its passage, stated: "The 
era of preferential treatment for a single 
commodity, is over." 

The Oregon-based Cascade 
Holistic Economic Consultants study 
of the Forest Service's Tongass Forest 
plan concluded that 40 percent of the 
forest's old growth is slated for 
clearcutting within the next two de- 
cades. Internal Forest Service docu- 
ments obtained by CHEC through the 
Freedom of Information Act indicate 
that protection of minimum and vi- 
able wildlife "resources" would be re- 
duced considerably from that stipu- 
lated in the Forest Service's own Tongass 
Management Plan. Hence, Sitka black- 
tailed deer and brown and black bears 
will decline in number if Forest Service 
plans are carried out. The impact of 
current and future timber cuts upon 
rivers, streams, and salmon popula- 
tions will be no less affected. 

To take a specific region: the 
Forest Service is moving ahead to log 
the Honker Divide area this summer. 
One of the last remaining intact old- 
growth areas on the Prince of Wales 
Island — encompassing two major riv- 
ers, numerous lakes, low-elevation for- 
est and wetlands — Honker Divide has 
been an area of contention between 
SEACC — a coalition of 13 organiza- 
tions at the time, with 15 organiza- 
tions today — and the Forest Service. 
According to SEACC, "The Forest 
Service's decision to proceed with plans 
to log and build roads in the Honker 
Divide on Prince of Wales Island dem- 
onstrates the agency's continued in- 
difference towards forest resource uses 
other than the timber industry." (The 
Honker Divide Debacle: A Case Report 
on Forest Service Mismanagement of 
the Honker Divide Area in the Tongass 
National Forest, June 1991) 

Being home to otter, marten, 
beaver, deer and bears, among other 
common species, and less numerous 
species such as the trumpeter swan, 
Honker Divide also has "a large and 
unusual population of inland nesting 
bald eagles and the island's only moose 
population." It is essentially roadless, 
being one ot the tew large contiguous 
areas of old-growth remaining on Prince 
of Wales Island. Its rivers and streams 
contain sockeye, chum, pink and coho 
salmon, along with cutthroat trout and 
steelhead. The Forest Service itself has 
recommended Wild and Scenic desig- 
nation in the area. 

By plunging ahead with more 
of the same, the Forest Service disre- 
garded recommendations from the 
Tongass Conservation Society and the 

continued on page 33 




Sea Turtles Threatened 

Shrimpers May Seek 
God Squad Intervention 


By Oceans Task Force 

Sea turtles are among the oldest 
living vertebrates. They are also criti- 
cally endangered. All seven species of 
sea turtles found in US waters are listed 
under both the US Endangered Species 
Act and The Convention on Interna- 
tional Trade in Endagered Species 
(CITES). 

The National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) is the US government 
agency mandated to protect sea turtles 
in US waters. According to NMFS 
"shrimp trawling kills more sea turtles 
than all other human activities com- 
bined." NMFS has just proposed regu- 
lations (regs) that would require all 
shrimp trawlers to always use Turtle 
Excluder Devices; trapdoors in nets 
which allow the air-breathing reptiles 
to escape drowning. Bonus: turtle ex- 
cluder devices also reduce shrimpers 
fish "bycatch." More than 250 billion 
pounds ot tish were caught, Killed, and 
thrown away last year in the course of 
catching shrimp in US waters alone! 

If implemented, these proposed 
regs could save tens of thousands of 
endangered sea turtles annually. The 


ing activity, from the Gulf of Mexico to 
the North Carolina coast. Though 
shrimpers claim they would be driven 
out of business if these devices were 
required, experience has shown that 
they are relatively inexpensive (from 
$40-500 each) and quite effective. 

Shrimp catches have actually 
increased since the devices came into 
use, up from 363.87 million lbs in 1987 
to 501.35 million lbs in 1991. But 
experience has also proven that, where 
they are not now required, thousands 
of sea turtles are still being drowned. 
Part of the reason is shrimpers' refusal 
to comply with drag-time limits and 
other voluntary conservation mea- 
sures. 

Enter the God Squad 

Shrimpers form a powerful 
lobby. Rumors are flying that they will 
try to take this case to the God Squad. 
A flood of letters in support of manda- 
tory TEDs could save from 4,400 to 
17,000 sea turtles every year. One 
species, the Kemp's ridSey, has been 


Shrimpers form a powerful 
lobby. Rumors are flying that they will try to take 
this case to the God Squad. A flood of letters in sup- 
port of mandatory TEDs could save from 4,400 to 
17,000 sea turtles every year. 


regs are open for comment until July 
29, 1992. You can call Phil Williams 
(301)713-2322 or Charles Oravitz (813) 
893-3366 for copies of the regs. They 
were published in the Federal Register, 
Vol 57, No 84, April 30, 1992, starting 
on page 18446. You could simply cite 
this information and ask for immediate 
implementation. Address comments 
to: Dr. Nancy Foster, Office of Pro- 
tected Resources, national Marine Fish- 
eries Service, 1335 East-West Highway, 
Silver Spring, MD 20910. 

Turtle Excluder Devices are now 
required in about 60% of shrimp trawl- 


reduced to less than 1% of its original 
population; only about 500 nesting 
females remain. These critters outlived 
the dinosaurs. Don't let human greed 
wipe them out. 

Send copies of your comments 
to the Oceans Task Force, c/o Ridley, 
300 Broadway, Suite 39, San Francisco, 
CA 94133. Although you'd never know 
it from reading the new EF! tabloid, we 
are alive and well, having just coordi- 
nated a very successful international 
action campaign (lead story Eostar/ 
March 92) and need, as usual, your 
energy and $$$. Thanks! 
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When A Federal 
Agent Knocks — 
Don't Talk 



Grand Juries Have Been Convened 
Against Activists on Both Coasts 


If you are an activist; if you're 
not an activist but pubically support 
activism; if you are a friend of a friend 
of an activist; if you've thought about 
being an activist; if you theoretically 
support animal liberation, or if you 
recycle... you too may have the plea- 
sure of experiencing FBI harassment. 

Grand juries have been con- 
vened in Oregon and Massachusettes 
and another will probably be convened 
during June in Washington state. 

The investigation in Oregon 
and Washington followed the Animal 
Liberation Front anti-fur campaign, 
"Operation Bite-Back."The Experimen- 
tal Fur Farm at Oregon State Uni verity's 
Corvaiis campus was raided June 10, 
1991 . Mink were liberated, files trashed, 
and a fire set, causing an estimated 
$62,000 in damage. Five days later, an 
incendiary device was set at the North - 
west Fur Foods Cooperative in 
Edmonds, WA. Damage was estimated 
at $400,000 (see Earth First! August 
'91). On August 13th, the AFL raided 
animal facilities and research offices at 
Washington State University in Pull- 
man, WA. Coyotes, mink and mice 
were freed, and a researcher's office 
was trashed and allegedly doused with 
sulfuric acid. Damage at WSU was 
estimated at $50,000 (see Earth First! 
September '91). 

So far twopersons have been 
subpoenaed. Thef BN ias questioned a 
woman in Montana and has put out a. 
warrrant f or the a rres ^of-Rndi 'imiilddo 
(seeTmrfrFTrsf/December '91), a long- 
time activist who came out publically 
in support of the ALF actions. i 

In Williams, Massachusettes, 
Brian Coan was visited by a Secret 
Service agent on Thursday, May 7th, 
while at track practice at Williams Col- 
lege. Coan founded the campus eco- 
anarchist group Automone Forum, 
which is listed in the Earth First! direc- 
tory and is associated with the anti- 
imperialist journal Arm The Spirit, and 
with the national anarchist newspaper 
Love and Rage. He has been involved 
with the squatting movement on New 
York's Lower East Side and with 
marches in support of Rodney King 
and the rebellion in Los Angeles. 

Coan refused to talk with the 
Secret Service agent. The next day, two 
agents returned with local police and 
served him a summons to appear in 
Federal District Court before a Federal 
Grand Jury on May 28. The summons 
didn't mention a specific charge, but 
the agent who delivered it said that it 
was related to a charge of threatening 
the life of the President. Coan has no 
idea why he is being accused of threat- 
ening the President. 

Be prepared, and know your 
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rights (if you still believe you have 
any!) If an agent should pay you a visit, 
the first thing to remember is DON'T 
TALK, under any circumstances! Re- 
member, anything you say will be used 
against you or others. The FBI has no 
authority 7 to make anyone answer ques- 
tions or force anyone to cooperate 
with an i vestigation . If an agent knocks 
at your door, you do not have to iden- 
tify yourself to him or her. You can 
simply say, "you'll have to speak to my 
lawyer," and then close the door. Also 
remember that unless an agent has a 
search warrant, you do not have to, 
and should not, let him or her into 
your home. If you do, you can be sure 
that a visual inventory of your life is 
being taken: what you read, political 
beliefs you may hold, who lives there, 
etc. 

Under Grand Jury rules, the 
press is barred from the proceedings, 
and once on the stand, those testifying 
can be legally compelled to respond to 
questions on any subject, regardless of 
its relevance to the charges, or face 
imprisonment on contempt charges. 
In the past, activists have been pres- 
sured into divulging otherwise private 
information about their friends, fami- 
lies, and political activities; many have 
gone to jail for refusing. 

Despite what an agent may say, 
people are not necessarily questioned 
to get information. Questioning and 
grand juries are a harassment tech- 
nique, a way to scare activists, create 
suspicions and distrust and break down 
unity within the movements. Unfor- 
tunately, FBI harassment is becoming 
more and more a part of the day to day 
reality of activists, from phone taps to 
prison. The best things we as individu- 
als can do is be aware and support 
those who are victims of FBI harass- 
ment. If any activist does get harassed, 
let others in the movement know about 
it. The FBI thrives on secrecy, and their 
techniques can only work when people 
are isolated and unsupported. 

For More Information 

For more information on the 
FBI. grand juries and vour rights (or 
lack thereof) call the Movement Sup- 
port Network at the Center for Consti- 
tutional Rights. 

Phamplet Available 

They have a pamphlet entitled 
"If An Agent Knocks", which can be 
ordered from the Center for 
Consititutional Rights 666 Broadway, 
New York, NY 10012 (212) 614-6464. 
Sources: Sprout (Oregon and Wash- 
ington) And Matt Black 
(Massachusettes) 


Eco-Anarchists 
Protest Nuclear 
Power in Minnesota 


By Awol 

AWOL, a Minneapolis ecologi- 
cal-anarchist collective, initiated a fes- 
tive and militant Earth Day march April 
22. Over 80 mostly young anarchists 
and other anti-authoritarians turned 
out. The march was geared to express 
opposition to Northern States Power's 
(NSP) plan to store radioactive waste 
near a Native American reservation on 
the banks of the Mississippi River, and 
to support ecological energy alterna- 
tives, democratic control of utilities, 
and a movement against all forms of 
domination. 

In opposition to the plan, a 
coalition including native peoples of 
the Prairie Island Mdewakanton Da- 
kota community, environmentalists, 
peace activists, liberals and ecological 
anarchists have come together in a 
sometimes uneasy alliance. 

There were well over twenty 
anti-nuclear actions around the US on 
Earth Day, from protests at nuclear 
plants in New England to teach-ins in 
Los Angeles. Long-time anti-nuclear 
activist and Clamshell Alliance mem- 
ber Guy Chichester believes that this 
was the most anti-nuclear power activ- 
ity since the 1970s. 

The Minneapolis march fol- 
lowed a morning rally largely orga- 
nized by AWOL members who work 
with the broad alliance against the 
storage plan called PICANS (Prairie Is- 
land Coalition Against Nuclear Stor- 
age). The morning event was held 
outside NSP's shareholders' meeting 
called conveniently, if not ironically, 
for Earth Day. 

Two weeks earlier, a judge 
handed down an advisory decision 
against the plan, citing the lack of a 
permanent US nuclear waste storage 
site, making probable NSP's "tempo- 
rary" storage plan into a "permanent 
solution. " Permanent of course means 
undisturbed for the at least 1 0,000 years 
that the waste will remain highly 
deadly. It is now up to the Public 
Utilities Commission (PUC), and prob- 
ably the state legislature, to make a 
final decision on the issue. However 
the PUC rules, legislation and probable 
legal appeals from either side could 
drag the controversy out for months, if 
not years. 

The morning rally brought out 
over 200 people for an event which 
featured speakers ranging from native 
peoples (over half the speakers) to Sena- 
tor Paul Wellstone (D-MN). Because 
AWOL had to compromise with the 
liberals in PICANS to hold a typical 
"mainstream" rally, we decided to call 
the afternoon action as a more cre- 
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ative, spontaneous and militant outlet 
for anti-authoritarians to express their 
views. To its credit, the morning rally 
did a good deal of outreach to the 
urban Minneapolis native population, 
with many attending. A plate glass 
window separated the protesters from 
the hors d'oeuvres-eating sharehold- 
ers, someofwhom challenged thewaste 
storage plan from the convention room 
floor. A new street theater group per- 
formed and a member of a local Earth 
First! group read poetry. 

The extra-legal march pro- 
ceeded down Nicollet Mall in the heart 
of the downtown area. A technique 
borrowed from the German autono- 
mist movement, called 'pogoing,' was 
introduced, involving the over 80 an- 
archists jumping up and down in place, 
then sprinting forward a block or so. 
One of the funniest scenes of the day — 
no doubt to the confusion of onlookers 
just getting off work — was of the mass 
of masked anarchists chasing down 
the street with a police car speeding 
ahead, apparently to get away! 

The anarchists descended on 
NSP headquarters at the end of the 
Mall, plastering the area with anti-NSF 
stickers and enjoyed another perfor- 
mance piece. By now the cops were 
getting nervous, and when we blocked 
traffic at a nearby intersection they 
moved in, mace in hand. The cops 
attacked the lead banner, throwing it 
to the ground. This occupied most 
people's attention, at which point the 
cops jumped a high school student, 
wrestling him to the ground before 
there was any chance to un-arrest. 

The one person arrested was 
charged with disorderly conduct, ob- 
structing traffic and resisting arrest. 
Bail was collected on the spot, although 
the arrested individual was released on 
his own recognizance. He plans to file 
a complaint with the Civilian Police 
Review Board for the rough treatment 
he received at the hands of the cops. 

Looking to the future, AWOL 
has proposed to PICANS and the Min- 
nesota Greens Confederation that we. 
organize an anti-NSP ecological action 
in conjunction with the national 
Greens' conference which will be held 
in Minneapolis this August. The re- 
cently formed Twin Cities Anarchist 
Federation (TCAF) and the Midwest 
Ecological Anarchist Network (MEAN) 
should shore up the anti-authoritarian 
position as we negotiate for an action 
which both respects a variety of tactics 
and promotes a radical analysis. The 
fight against nuclear waste storage plan 
in Minnesota is a fight against the 
whole US nuclear industrv. 

L-TT- 



“Af ter the latest CANCERscare, 
we thought you needed a little cheering up." 



"Landscaping" Lake 
Tahoe into Extinction 



By Citizens For A Free Forest 

Fifty percent of Tahoe forests 
have disappeared while US Department 
of Agriculture flunkies claim preserva- 
tion and prevention. Citizens contend 
US Forest Service perdition and periph- 
rasis. 

Satellite photos have confirmed 
the worst fears of local forest activists. 
Half of Tahoe's forests have already 
disappeared and ancient forests 
throughout the Tahoe Basin are being 
logged into extinction. 

The Vernor Report concerning 
the protection of the California spot- 
ted owl, recommends no cutting of 
green trees greater than 30" diameter 
at breast height and no cutting of snags 



greater than 28" diameter at breast 
height with 7 snags down per acre. 
While these recommendations may 
promote the spotted owl, if imple- 
mented fully by the USFS, they will 
also have a dramatic effect on old 
growth forests throughout California. 

The Whole Salvage Program is a 
Smoke Screen 

In Lake Tahoe, USFS public re- 
lations have been so effective that 
people are lining up to have their areas 
"landscaped." Fears over an Oakland- 
type fire in the Basin have spurred 
requests for salvages around homes 
and roads, particularly among absen- 
tee property owners from the Bay area. 
Often it is at the behest of one or two 
property owners that salvages occur. 
In a twisted paradox, the USFS needs 
only a few individuals suggesting a 
timber salvage to get the chain saws 
roaring, yet thousands of people ob- 
jecting to a cut is about as effective as a 
fart in the wind. 

The USFS has taken to placat- 
ing the general public by explaining 
that they only remove dead and dying 
trees. To entice logging companies 
into removing dead and dying trees, 
the USFS has felt compelled to plant 
some healthy, live, marketable trees 
(and, of course, build them roads, clean 
up behind them, and provide free pub- 
lic relations and mediation, as well as 
environmental exemptions, among nu- 
merous other bonuses.) In an intrigu- 
ing tack, loggers have often been seen 
wandering away from the marked (dead 
and dying) trees to cut down nice, 
healthy unmarked trees. 

In Lake Tahoe, the USFS is us- 
ing the salvage program as a way to 
harvest saw log timber and bypass en- 
vironmental regulations already in ef- 
fect. The Watson cut, located on the 
north shore of Lake Tahoe, had an 
environmental document allowing the 
harvest of 4.5 million board feet. Yet 
the final cut at the Watson site totaled 


12 million board feet, of which 1.5 
million was sugar pine. The Brockway 
timber sale environmental assessment 
allowed for a salvage cut of 4 million 
board feet. Nor surprisingly, the tim- 
ber sale contract was for 8.5 million 
board feet and even now, they are 
marking additional trees on site. 

Themuch opposed Richardson- 
Sourdough area proposed clearcuts in 
old growth forest, four miles above 
Meeks Bay, on the west shore of Lake 
Tahoe, is surrounded by cut areas, and 
is on the northern border of Desola- 
tion Wilderness, with the Pacific Crest 
Trail winding directly through the pro- 
posed numerous quarter acre clearcut 
sites. Although the 500 acres of old 
growth is highly desirable nesting area 
for the California spotted owl, officials 
involved in the Richardson -Sourdough 
cuts have concluded that, since they 
have not personally witnessed any owls 
within the cut boundaries, the area is 
not habitat. The viability and validity 
of an ancient forest comes to rest, or 
rather, roost, with the auspices of the 
owls, or a lack thereof. 

...Beware of Wandering Off the 
Beaten Path into a Clearcut 

The area is a vital and valuable 
east-west and north-south wildlife cor- 
ridor, yet officials have resolved, at 
most, only a 600 foot wide wildlife 
corridor connecting Barker pass with 
Desolation Wilderness and a 100 foot 
buffer zone around the Pacific Crest 
Trail. One can only hope that humans 
and wildlife alike are cautious of wan- 
dering off the beaten path into a 
clearcut. 

The Truckee Ranger District is 
currently extending several timber sal- 
vage contract, at the request of the 
purchasers. This will result in the har- 
vesting of, at least, an additional 5 
million board feet of timber, without 
any additional environmental docu- 
mentation. 

95% of the timber harvested 
within the Tahoe Basin, on public lands, 
is done so by tractor, creating soil dis- 
placement and extreme habitat disrup- 
tion, with further erosion problems for 
the already compromised Lake Tahoe. 
Called 99.7% pure and free of pollut- 
ants, the lake is now being declared 
unfit to drink and was the source of 
recent widespread cases of giardia. And 
the 70- some tributaries and numerous 
adjacent minor lake habitats all suffer. 
Alternatives to the outdated and ex- 


tremely detrimental tractor-based tech- 
niques are easily implemented and well 
documented. At sites, you see the 
ghosts of massive, ancient trees, rings 
too numerous to count, sugar pine 
stumps 7 feet wide. Too often, many of 
the healthy trees are gone when the 
logheads have left — the Big Ones usu- 
ally. Too often, fully dead, brown and 
decaying trees are standing — and they 
are small and worthless in big biz' opin- 
ion. 

A seven-foot diameter sugar 
pine has been marked within a clearcut 
unit on public land, within the Deer 
Creek timber sale in the Truckee Ranger 
District in the Tahoe National Forest. 
It stands across from the Squaw Valley 
Ski Resort, site of the 1960 Winter 
Olympics. USFS officials agreed not to 
harvest this monumental tree. How- 
ever, they have refused to leave a 5 to 
10 acre protected and forested buffer 
zone around this grandmother tree, 
which is necessary to ensure its contin- 
ued survival. Singular and exposed, 
this grandmother tree faces an increased 
risk of Blister Rust disease and the dan- 
ger of exposed blow-down. Soil mois- 
ture loss occurring in conjunction with 
the removal of any and all forested 
buffer zones and most vegetation 
around this tree will likely contribute 
to a general weakening and premature 
demise of this massive sugar pine. 

The Deer Creek cut is for 7 
million board feet and in order for the 
Grandmother sugar pine to be save 


from harvesting, an equal volume of 
wood had to be sacrificed to the pur- 
chaser. This amounts to between 15 to 
20 trees, each 24" in diameter, going to 
the yawing mouth of the chainsaw 
needlessly, for the love of money and 
economy over ecology and life. 

The proposal to retain a suit- 
able and necessary buffer zone around 
the sugar pine would have included 
the restoration of the surrounding for- 
est to further insure the viability of the 
timber stand. It was suggested that a 
public trust be formed to buy the land 
around the massive ancient tree, but 
this was unsuccessful. 

Various individuals around 
Lake Tahoe are documenting with pho- 
tos, videos and drawings the disap- 
pearing of Tahoe. Appeals have been 
filed repeatedly to no avail. Yet, a 
major signature petition is circulating 
to stop the Richardson-Sourdough old 
growth clearcuts. Although Lake 
Tahoe has been accorded more exten- 
sive protective measures, due to the 
unique and extremely fragile ecosys- 
tem, the ravages of man , airplane and 
auto have taken their toll, even on the 
Mighty Mountain of Muir and Twain. 
We believe we have come to a critical 
turning point in Tahoe's history. We 
must save and reclaim this global trea- 
sure. 

If you would like to help out or 
get more info contact: Citizens for a 
Free Forest c/o box 612603 South Lake 
Tahoe, CA 96152. 
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MORE SHIT FER BRAINS... -« = ' ,alk ' coopeia,lon ' d “ s 

Where are you?? Make yourself 

i known so some of us can get action to 

; save the beauty around us, the places 
- and forests of our childhood and our 
_ % future. 

I'm not going to tell you my name 
yet. But c'mon up. 


| editorial note: If you want attention given 
to issues in the UP, write an article. If you 
want actions, organize one. It will make 
it easier for allies in your area to contact 
you if you give a name and address. 

Dear Tribe, =* 

I would like to echo 'Eric King's! 
concern about the growing anti-hunt- ; 
ing sentiment in the Earth First! move- 
I ment. (Eostar 92) There has always; 
j been, I believe, a certain core element: 

| within the hunting community that; 

! holds wild nature as sacred, and has- 
; the very deepest respect for the non -j 
j humanjnembers of the land commu-y 
j nity./ The tenents of their world view 
WeTfongruent with those of the animal 
rights movement. They differ only in 
their belief that there must be some 
participation in the taking of like (ani- 
mal or plant) for food. Not only a 
matter of honest but to insure that 
proper honor and respect is given the 
prey. 

The ideas I grapple with here are 
more eloquently and thoroughly pre- 
sented by Tom Brown, Jr. in his excel- 
lent series of books, The Tracker, The 
Search and others, most recently, The 
Quest. His writing should be particu- 
larly useful to hunters and animal rights 
activists trying to find common ground. 

1 don't know why Brown's work doesn't 
figure more prominently in the litera- 
ture of the Earth First! movement. 

I sympathize with Eric's reluctance 
to continue his association with Earth 
First! I know it is often discouraging. I 
am particularly troubled by the endless 
sniping and bickering. But keep in 
mind that the character of a move- 
ment is informed by the beliefs and 
actions of its members. Hang in there 
Eric, and continue to shape what still is 
an essential element in the defense of 
Mother Earth. 

Sincerely yours, 

— Hank 


scarred, bold and courageous of 
frontliners of many ongoing battles 
share the Circle there, all manner of 
People, including plenty to hold Earth 
1st! 

I'm so deep in the ruts 1 doubt I'll 
get to either RRR or the Rainbow. I find 
the notion of them being neighbors 
grand. I hope there's a shuttle and 
intertraffic between the sites. 1 see the 
2 as a single field of force, a consensus 
of many wills for a better world. 

The vast majority of People who 
go to the Rainbow embrace deep and 
respectful affection and love of Earth 
and the Wild Ones, and walk softly 
, upon the Land. The Gathering isn't 
v over until the land is entirely restored, 
p the result being healthier conditions 
^ than before the Gathering. There is no 
\\ money exchanged but the magic hat 
(k passed for contributions for commu- 
^ nity supplies, and bulk supplies. People 
, bring July 4 High! noon, there's a gath- 
ering of Silent prayer, and united wills, 
which is one the highest, most power- 
ful experiences of human beings in 
communion with the great Wild and 
True spirits of Earth that has ever 
occured upon our Planet. 

To those who make either or both 
I say good to you comrades. 

If you come this way, visit. It's a 
wonderful place of healing and threat- 
ened forest. Write me, a map is re- 
quired. 

Victory! 

— Tommy Walen 2518-B Bodie Mt Rd, 
Colville, WA 99114 
PS The Rainbow defies the FS permit 
shit. 


Dear Stool fah Nut, 

In Easter's Journal, Peggy Sue 
McRae wrote an article explaining the 
calendar you use. While you can use 
whatever dating system you like, the 
article can only have served to confuse 
people about paganism in the British 
Isles, rather than dispelling European 
Americans' ignorance of their roots. 

Your 'Pagan Calendar' is a hybrid 
of 5 Celtic festivals and 3 Anglo-Saxon 
months; fusing the two together im- 
plies that the two cultures are so simi- 


Dear Earth First! 

Well, judging from the last EF! 
Journal it look as though the EF! spirit 
is indeed alive and well and kicking. 
Our congratulations to the spirited 
Earth Warriors who took to the streets, 
Freddie offices, and woods on the Day 
of Outrage. Remember... let's make 
every day Outrage Day! 

Up here in the northwoods of the 
Northern Continental Divide Ecosys- 
tem , a little ol' up and coming grassroots 
outrage group called Keep It Wild! had 
its own little ol' Day of Outrage, which 
' was systematically blacked out by most 
of the media, except for the local TV 
news. And wouldn't you know it, the 
Fred interviewed for the "other side" of 
the issue done told a baldface lie, right 
on television. (We tried to take him to 
the mat on that one but no newsfolk 
were interested.) His (the FS officer's) 
explanation? "I realize the Forest Ser- 
vice and Keep It Wild! don't see eye to 
eye on many issues. What may be 
viewed by some as distrust may be 
viewed by others as disagreement. Al- 
though we may not agree on certain 
issues, I want to be able to continue to 
communicate in a professional man- 
ner, with respect for each other's posi- 
tion." No deal. The FS and Bush 
Admisitration have declared war on us 
and the land and they'll get it right 
back tenfold. 

We've got issues coming out of our 
ears right now and if any of you out 
there are interested drop us a line, 
we're in the EF! Directory. And say, 
does anyone know anything about 
"North Fork EF!"? If so, let us know, 
because as near as we can tell there is no 
such group whatsoever. 

Raisin' hell in Whitefish... 

— Ferral Pigeon 


Earth First!!! 

The Pacific Northwest, the South 
Amer. Rainforest, the Redwoods, the 
Rockies, etc. get the attention. What 
this has done is to send many of the 
rapers of the forest to the Upper Penin- 
sula of Michigan. We won't eliminate 
them until they have no place to hide 
on earth. The U.P. has some of the last 


Dear SFB 

I am a devoted reader who generally 
finds the EF! Journal to be one of the 
few relevant, intelligent and necessary 
publications i know of. In the Beltain 
'92 edition for instance, the article en- 
titled: Deep Ecolog}’: the Biocentric Ap- 
proach was perfect. I also very much 
appreciated Howie Wolke's Modest Pro- 
posals for the Forest Service. May they be 
implemented immediately! 

However, one issue i am getting 


weaponry? Too many deer on too 
small a habitat needs greatly enlarged 
habitat and restoration of four-legged 
predators — not more macho bullies 
with guns and camo gear! 

Once we have cut the human popu- 
lation to a fraction of its current level, 
have restored wilderness to the entire 
planet and are truly living within it in 
small groups or tribes as we were meant 
to live, and other predators are seen as 
honoured members of the natural com- 
munity-i.e. things are back in balance . 
THEN we can start hunting again. Until 
then, not only is hunting not some 
exalted way of not participating in the 
system, it's just another way of ripping 
off Nature. 

— Kathleen Mclann Portland, OR 


I was somewhat confused by 
George French's "Settlement With Na- 
ture," Beltain 1992. Although I am in 
basic agreement with his future primi- 
tive ideas, and willing to tolerate his 
overly post-modernistic lingo ("the 
modern crisis of legitimation and col- 
lapse of meaning," etc.), I was struck by 
his statements: "Global reforestation 
ends forever the Malthusian notion of 
scarcity," and "results in an infinitely 
sustainable age of plenty." 

I am not going to rehash Malthus 
again here, who apparently has be- 
come a sort of universal slash symbol 
for everything bad to some people. As 
Kelpie Wilson says, call me an 
Ehrlichian or Lester Brownian, but for 
heavens sake lets get out of the 18th 
century and acknowledge the last two 
centuries of history! 

The notion that scarcity is a myth 
that has now ended "forever" is part 
and parcel of the antique leftist line 
that we are now embarking on an era of 
"post-scarcity abundance," thanks in 
no small measure to humankind's bril- 
liant nature management strategies. 
This is also essentially the same posi- 
tion taken by the officers at DuPont 
and Union Carbine and other repre- 
sentatives of our admirable manage- 
ment skills (with an occasional slip-up 
like Bhopal or Chernobyl.) 

Stop for a moment and imagine 
we have transcended the limits to 
growth — which was all a plot by the 
Rockefeller brothers, anyhow — and are 
indeed on the threshold of a post- 
scarcity society. If abundance is as- 
sured, what need is there for ecology, 
deep or otherwise, which according to 
some is the study of "scarcity and di- 
versity?" Why worry about things like 
unlimited population growth, since 
that way we’ll have lots more human 
genius on hand to solve all the prob- 
lems that 10 or 20 billion humans 
would create? Why fret about topsoil, 
groundwater, or fossil fuels, all these 
being inexhaustible in their dispersal? 
Why care about other species? 


lar as to be interchangeable. large quantities of hardwoods left in very tired of seeing disussed in the Contrast this fantasy land with 

in iacr, rne crmsTi tsies nave two me woria. we nave state owned land Journal is the issue of hunting versus the counsel of Kenneth boulding, who 
distinct native cultures: The Celts ar- wher I live and it is raped. We have non-hunting. says in the next century, "far from 

rived sometime in the Iron Age, and companies like Champion Interna- If the EF! Journal is not going to scarcity disappearing, it will be the 

were christianised by the Romans. The tional Dioxin Hardwood Papermill in publish any articles that even in jest most dominant aspect of society. The 
Anglo-Saxons began to arrive from Quinnesec, Ml or Mead in Escanaba, suggest the idea of harming even the waste of our own day will seem so 
Germany in about 350 AD, and Mi, or St. John Logging in Powers, MI, worst human eco-rapers, then how can horrible that our descendants will 
colonised in much the same way that orDennyOlsonTruckingin Quinnesec, we in good conscience print articles hardly be able to bear to think about 
their descendants colonised the New MI. espousing the virtues of serial murders us." Which rings truer to you? 

World, taking land and driving the In addition there is a small, de- of harmless hervivores? That is Malthus may have been wrong 

previous occupants into the areas they pressed population in the U.P. who speciesism if i ever heard of it! Heaven about a lot of things, but by stressing 
didn't want. A demonstration of the will not fight, not even if 100% of the forbid that we should harm some com- there are absolute limits of human over- 
lack of cultural interchange is the rar- Tiarvest is reaped and they have noth- mon garden variety human (5.4 billion crowding ecosystems can stand before 
ity of Celtic words in the English lan- ing next year. It took me this long to on the planet ) but it's fine to discuss disaster sets in, he was right on the 
8 ua S e - g et your address (5 years since I heard seriously killing dead a non-human mark. I find it ironic that the old left, 

This probably seems very trivial to of you). anytime we're hungry. 1 mean is this a after suffering epic setbacks in recent 

you Americans (and particularly so to Why don't you have supporters gun-and-hunting rag or a radical envi- years, is still unwilling to admit it was 

non-European Americans), but not to and action in the U.P., especially ronmental publication? wrong on this point. Now apparently 

an English pagan. I'll happily worship Dickinson County???? Why??? The By the rationale of Huey Johnson French is trying to slip the old agenda 

alongside my Celtic siblings, but none Northern U.P. has some help with their and Vince Packard (SFB Beltain'92) of utopian abundance in through the 
of us will be able to re-establish the environmental coalition but they never hunting's a way of staying in touch back door dressed up in post- situationist 
communion with the spirit-world that appear here and they are not very ac- with Nature. It's even environmen- drag. Well George, there are many 
our ancestors had unless we under- tive. tally ethical! Great! Let's ah go out and concepts of the left that deserved to be 

stand their distinct belief systems. We need action. We need help, kill a four-legged for dinner! And how preserved, but post-scarcitv abundance 

— Sheaf, Sussex, England Greenpeace doesn't care about us and long would that last considering our is not one of them. And I don't know 

they are too courteous anyway, numerical advantage and sophisticated about you, but it is difficult for me to 


Page 28 Earth First! Litha 1992 



imaging any person who hasn't been 
locked in a closet for the last 25 years to 
believe we are about to enter "an infi- 
nitely sustainable age of plenty." 

—Bill Mccormick 

SFB: 

I really don't see why you have to 
break up articles and continue them on 
back pages. I read EF! straight thru, 
whether you break up the articles or 
not., it's just too much hassle to keep 
track of each article, then go back tq 
where I was on page 1. 

As a result, each story loses its im- 
pact, being mutilated, as it were. 

Come on! no sensible journal today! 
chops up its articles... except maybe j 
Women's Day. 

— Brown Bear, Lost in Ucotopia 
P.S. Keep printing all SFB!! 

SFB: 

Out of economic necessity my * 
friend Doug and I find that we must 
live and work in the Denver Metropoli- 
tan pigsty. Another commonality we 
share is that our cars display bright 
green Earth First! bumber stickers. My 
sticker, prominently affixed to an 11 
year old Subaru, has prompted some 
motorists to salute me with the inter- 
national one-fingered "peace" sign. 
Doug's sticker, on the other hand, has 
brought him the enclosed letter which 
he discovered on his windshield one 
morning. Although its author wishes 
anonymity, it is clear that Doug's 16 
year old Volvo draws out the more 
sophisticated of Earth First's detrac- 
tors. Nevertheless, the Denver police 
department finds it humorous that 
Doug has requested their assistance in 
protecting his right to freely express 
his thoughts about the Earth. I sup- 
pose circumstances for both of us would 
be much different if our bumpers were 
to sport slogans in support of a new ski 
resort or shopping mall... 

Happy Motoring, 

— Roger J Wendell, Saudi Aurora, Colo- 
rado 

Dear Poser, 

Oh, perhaps you feel safe in your little 
yuppie eco-world here in the big city of 
Denver. Brag about supporting Earth First!, 
a self-righteous, sanctimonious group of 
fascist pigs who want to tell others how to 
live. Well, J know real people who have 
lost their livelihoods and lesser property 
due to your so-called non-violent “pro- 
tests." 

I would respect you for your views if you 
at least lived a life which corresponded to 
them. However, you drive a trendy Volvo, 
which is made out of various metals which 
had to be mined, and is powered by gaso- 
line, which is a product of oil, which had 
to be drilled for. You live in a wooden 
house, which had to be ait from a forest. 
Since you proclaim to be against all of the 
industries which support your cushy stan- 
dard-of-living, I deemyouahypocrite, and 
M feel fully justified in Monkeywrenching 
y your trendy Volvo. The producers of the 
% world are fed up with being spit upon by 
the ungrateful pinheads who we support. 
^ We will begin to fight back. We will fight 
. against losing our livelihoods because 
people like you want to appear to be a 
fy noble Earth-saver. Consider this first event 
a warning. Continue to brag about your 
"uncompromising defense of Mother 
y Earth" with bumper stickers, and you will 
have a destroyed car and a burnt house. I 
Vcr* will not injure you, however, since that 
^~~~^would be violent. 

signed with an anarchy sign 


SFB: 

There is an old proverb from the j 
Shaolin Temple in China. 

Avoid, rather than check 
Check rather than hurt, 


Hurt Rather than Maim, f! 

Maim Rather than Kill (y' 

For all life is precious, and none can 
rver be replaced.. 

! Here is an interpretation of this' 

/ applied to Earth First! Avoid conflict 
first through discussion, failing that 
one should try to make use of the 
courts and legislature to deflect their / 
activities, once that fails you must be/ 
willing to obstruct them peaceably but; 
allowing no violence to your person, if: 
they persist beyond this point you must! 
attempt to demonstrate to them that’, 
you will defend yourself and your cause, 1 
I if they still persist, now knowing that 
i you will indeed strike back, you must 
\ cripple their ability to do further harm, 

\ and if they still seek only your ill-being 
! then, and only then, shall you inflict 
/upon them th£_§nnihilatIorT thatthey 
willingly embraced. ' . 

^=A¥g- ean se e p Hrtftg- last three stages" " 
varying levels of guerilla tactics utiliz- 
ing different levels of destruction and 
culminating with whatever noholds 
barred techniques are required to shut 
down the enemy and keep them from 
coming back. For instance, in the 
political arena, the final stage would be 
the abolishment of the current system 
through open revolution. 

Having many years experience both 
in and teaching the eastern and west- 
ern martial arts, I know when to yield, 
when to retaliate, and when to strike 
first. Graduated technique is vitally 
important in a conflict situation and if 
you fail at any step you might find 
yourself in the wrong or dead. 

I personally would not be surprised 
if this really did lead to physical con- 
flict and an open rebellion against the 
government^^fetory show us that no 
government ever reforms quietly or 
peacefully^ It has always taken either a 
natural calamity, a total economic col- 
lapse, a revolution or a war to make a 
government ripe for change and social 
reform. Nobody wants that, but we 
should be aware how resiliant and op- 
pressive a threatened regime can be, 
and I have no doubt that the US Gov- 
ernment would turn its guns on its 
own citizenry. Have a care, and re- 
m ember, Earth First! Live Wi ld orDie! 

Dear Bush for Brains, 

I have been reading this journal 
for many flushes of the toilet, and I 
have never been prompted to 
write... until now. It seems to me that 
certain individuals have lost sight of 
our one agreed-upon tenet: No Com- 
promise in Defense of Mother Earth! 
While reading Eostar SFB , I came across 
letters denouncing tree-spiking because 
the public misinterprets these actions, 
letters whining about cow-shooting ar- 
ticles giving us a bad name, and letters 
from vegetarians/animal-rights fanat- 
ics attacking 'rednecks' and hunters. I 
was not amused. 

Firstly, who gives a fuck what the 
general population thinks about 'spik- 
ing,' or anything else for that matter! 
These are the same people who elected 
Reagan and Bush! This is not a popu- 
larity game, this is a battle. If we start 
worrying about offending people by 
our actions, we are compromising. (If 
you are just sitting there reading this 
and your reaction is "yeah, but...", just 
go ahead and send in that membership 
check to Greenpeace.) I am aware that 
in order to woo the media, you have to 
play their game, but please realize that 
you are wooing and not defending. 

re want to be honest, we must 
realize that our slogan is contradictory 
to what we preach.' Dm sure itj aas 
occurred to all of u se that "No Com- 
promise.TTwould include in ffspara m - 
ieters the use of violent and lethal force 
i defendinJ[ TWeT!arLhTl am not advo- 
cating t h i s , o nly~r evealin g an unspo- 
ken truth. Perhaps our slogan should 


tivisls 


be "Some Compromise in Defense of 
Mother EarthTJn-any^ ase/cem qrship 
is not the-afiswer. 

le vegetarian/an imal rights a\> 
is do not mesh welT^wtth'the EFK 
movement. This is due mainly because ’ 
the EF! movement is based one level of/ 
^biotic organization highe 

lal rights movementywhile they 
are more concerned witnthe individual , 
we are concerned with the species. 
These two groups are most often on the 
same side of an issue; however, even 
the slightest of differences in objec- 
tives will serve to dilute both 
movement's goals. While shooting a 
cow is n ot humane fop tK e~cow. it is 
Humane for the. ecosystem they are 
invading. One must realize that the 
existence of the cow means the de- 
struction of other species via ADC- 
Sponsored 'nuisance reduction', habi- 
tat reduction, increased erosion caus- 
ing siltation causing mollusk kills, etc, 

' etc, etc. Alas, it is a sum-total game — 
some must lose so that others can win. 

I eat meat. Not cow mind you, but 
other now -dead animals. That death is 
a natural function of life comes as a 
great surprise to those who are not 
close to nature. Just as panthers and 
wolves eat meat, so do I. Don't give me 
that bs that we're not originally meat- 
eaters; the ostrich originally could fly. 
Vegetarianism is not an environmen- 
tal cure-all: farm pesticide run-off bio- 
logically magnifies, modern plowing 
methods allow thousands of tons of 
soil to erode, irrigation sucks our 
streams dry... 

If you can live without your exist- 
ence affecting others, don't hesitate to 
publish! By the way, good Journal. 

Love and monkeywrenches, 

— Cowbirdy 


Dear Earth First! 

My heart and soul are being ripped 
out of my body; when I read about the 
peril of the indigenous tribes of hunter- 
gatherers in the world! These people 
are living legends of self-sufficient earth 
knowledgable people left here. 

We need to save trees, animals, 
what about extinct people! 

One day when the white-anglo, 
rjudeo Christian, corporate, supremecists 
ethic has turned this planet literally 
into a living hell instead of the paradise 
intended we will need these peoples! 

Their secrets how to live from the 
land, about plants their simplicity. 

In Japan, they honor and take care 
of peoples with ancient knowedge — 
these people are treated like unwanted 
spiders. It shocks and saddenned me as 
I read about the Penan and Kavan tribes 
being put in shacks and getting dis- 
eases they don't deserve. Just for the 
corporate dollar! 

Other nomadic tribes in New 
Guinea or Indonesia area are completely 
self-sufficient — living from Mother 
Nature — without harming her. That is 
great knowledge. Please don't let the 
last gardens of Eden disappear. 

Sincerely, 

—Karen Phillips 

Earth First Journal, 

I have not read the article "A Hunt- 
ing We Will Go" but from what I got 
out of the article by Sprout, it sounds 
like an article I would have loved. Liv- 
ing is a risky business, people tend to 
spread an illusion of safety. I am not 
humanitarian and I have no love in my 
heart for people who destroy the Earth. 
If certain people are not willing to 
change their actions, they should be 
moved out of the way. If you wait you 
will have lost. Mother Earth is getting 
angrier and life on this planet is 
dissappearing. 

All through your journal people 
are arguing about things, that are trivial 
compared to the overwelming prob- 
lem Earth First shouldn't be a 


copywrited logo, but a view, action 
first for the Earth. I'm not into all the 
politics involved between different or- 
gan and non-organ. But I am involved 
in fighting for the Earth's equilibrium. 
Things are way out of balance . I would 
love to get into contact with people 
that act — not sit an' talk. In my area 
Long Beach — I have not found a single 
person involved in eco-defense and I 
would love to. Sol act on my own, but 
it's hard with just me and a few close 
friends. Do you know anybody in this 
area that actually does stuff. — What is 
this Fund for Wild Nature and what do 
they include. As you are a radical 
environment journal stepping on a few 
toes shouldn't matter and if you're true 
to the earth then that's all that should 
matter. 

I think the Ecofeminist Vision 
Emerging should get their priorities 
straight and realize what's hurting the 
earth has to go. 

Also I read an article in Santa Cruz 
Earth First mag about Elfland and how 
people protested and ran through the 
trees trying to bug the loggers and it 
didn't do a thing! Maybe people should 
get more radical if they really believe 
the Earth is worth it. 

As I don't have any money to 
subscribe to your Journal, at least try to 
write me back. Thank you. 

Action First — Words are useless. 
— Scott 

Earth First: 

Keep up good work! SUGGES- 
TIONS: Stick with trying to save N. 
Am. ancient forests. 

Video tape destruction and send 
tapes to nature activists and receptive 
governments the world over and urge 
them to raise a stink and embarass the 
hell out of USA. 

Blockade timber ships leaving USA. 

And, Oh Lord, I wish someone 
would unplug KGOAM radio from SF 
Calif. They have more anti-nature big- 
ots than you could shake a stick at. 

But, circulate video tape of timber 
destruction. 

—Janet Lee Beatty 


Dear Earth Firstlers! 

Thanks for the issue you sent. 
Here's a subscription. I've found nu- 
merous ways in which I've been a 'shit- 
head' for corportions. (not getting my 
name off mailing list, to reduce the 
whaste going into landfills, ec.) In one 
instance, because of my incoporating 
an environmental ethic in my daily 
life; I've lost a job. — While I worked at 
macdonald's I wrote several letters (to 
the EDF) about the obvious failure of 
their recycling program. I found this 
out by going through their garbedge 
bags- and seperating the solid whate 
targeted for recycling — that hadn't 
properly disposed of. I found an aver- 
age of 400 to 500 items a day in the 
wrong bags. And I decided source 
reduction's was better than recycling 
for this company. But they put pres- 
sure on to leave — so I did. 

You know, people, I'm not a 'shit- 
head' for recycling any more . I'm am 
for corporations like ronald's. Recy- 
cling — the cost of implementing it, the 
problems inherent to it — can make 
doing it a cruel joke for folks in many 
parts of the country. Economic fac- 
tors — even in Conneticut — make recy- 
cling only barely feasible. Hopefully 
this will change as the market expands 
for recylable items ec. 

In the meantime, send those jour- 
nals. I'm looking forward to them. I'm 
sick of 'chicken shit' environ- 
mentalism.Yoursin Connecticutt "by 
the long tidal waters." 

—Paul 
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Logging Planned in Finnish 


By Erkki Saro 

A long dispute about the last 
remaining Finnish old growth forest 
wildernesses has come to a decision. It 
seems also now the ax will win and a 
considerable part of the forests will 
disappear. 

The word Lapland conjures up 
images of vast untouched wilds, centu- 
ries- old trees, and an ecosystem which 
still has avoided the ravages of man. 
The condition of this last Finnish wil- 
derness area has, however, rapidly 
changed. Huge logging operations and 
the spread of a dense forest road net- 
work have defeated the seemingly 
never-ending wild forests. 

Valuable Wildlands 

The still existing old growth 
forests are nowadays mainly located in 
the protection forest areas or in similar 
conditions in Northern Lapland. The 
area was founded in 1939 to be used as 
a bullwark against the tundra and to 
protect more southerly commercial 
forests from the extremes of the arctic. 
Because the regeneration of the protec- 
tion forests is slow and uncertain they 
were best thought to be left unlogged. 

However, when the need for 
timber increased in the fifties, the Na- 
tional Board of Forestry declared large 
parts of the protection forest area open 
for commercial logging. The spread of 
rough logging methods all over Lapland 
aroused much criticism, and as a result, 
two large national parks, Lemmenjoke 
(2844 sq km)andUrhoKekkonen (2550 
sq km) were founded. 

The controversy about the 
other remaining wilderness areas con- 
tinued. A committee was appointed to 
tackle the matter; soon it became clear 
the interests of the forest industry 
played a major part in it. Later the 
Finnish Parliament passed the so called 
Wilderness Act which was based on the 
report of the wilderness committee. 

The act demarcates 12 wilder- 
ness areas which mostly consist of tun- 
dra and small-sized mountain birch. 
Of the total area (1.5 million hectares) 
only 1 70,000 hectares consist of conif- 
erous forests. Worse still, all these 
forests will not be protected: 57,500 
hectares will be logged with so-called 
"natural" logging methods. 

The impact of logging will, 
however, be much greater than the 
figures indicate: felling will shrink and 
split the still unbroken wilderness ar- 
eas into smaller units. 

Also some extensive forest wilds 
were left out of the act because of the 
large amount of timber they contain. 
New roads have recently been built 
there and logging operations have al- 
ready begun or they are expected to 
start in 1992. The lot of these forests 
will be a sad one: they will be processed 
mostly into cellulose. 

Protection Through Logging 

The original idea of environ- 
mentalists was to protect the still exist- 
ing threatened forest wildernesses. 
Instead, protection was shifted to the 
tundra and mountain-birch zone. In a 
world where everything is measured 
by money, the forests were evidently 
considered too valuable to be lost to 
sustainable uses and conservation. 

The future "natural" logging 
methods do not considerably differ 
from the rough methods used in com- 
mercial forests. Preparatory cutting 
makes pine forests ready for the even- 
tual stand in seed-tree position in which 
80-120 mother trees will be left stand- 


ing. After the cutting area has become 
stocked with young growth most of 
the mother trees will be felled. Among 
surviving adults there will be some old 
pines and deciduous trees and land- 
scape trees. This is how the "new 
wilderness" will look. As a meagre 
consolation comes the fact that the 
few' spruce forests existing in the wil- 
derness areas will not be logged. 

Life Under Strain 

The value of these unique for- 
ests is not the only reason why the 
logging operations are questionable. 
In the protection forest areas, living 
conditions are very tough for the trees. 
Regeneration is only possible during 
unusually favourable summers. Good 
seed years have occurred only a couple 
of times in a century close to the timber 
line. Although they have been more 
frequent during the last decades, re- 
generation is still uncertain in the far 
north. 

In Northern Lapland, the mi- 
cro-climate inside a forest is decisively 


more favourable than on open terrain 
or on logged areas. Temperature fluc- 
tuations become much stronger after 
logging and the stress of the tree and 
saplings increases. At the same time, 
the power of the wind greatly grows: 
windfalls are nowadays a problem in 
Lapland on cutting areas because 
mother trees alone cannot withstand 
the onslaught of the wind that was 
earlier calmed down by a relatively 
dense forest. 

As a result of earlier excessive 
cutting, the timber line has retreated 
approximately 34 km south during the 
last 200 years. In one area (Utsjoki) it 
has receded 70 km And there still are 
large clearcut areas where, till this day, 
nothing grows after the cutting in the 
sixties. 

Clouds of Death Threaten 

A few years ago it was realized 
in Finland that air pollution is a major 
threat to the forests in Lapland. The 
pollution mainly comes from the Rus- 


sian Kola Peninsula from outdated 
smelting plants. Sulphur and heavy 
metal fallout and also nitrogen com- 
pounds and ozone have already weak- 
ened the condition of the trees; not 
one single healthy needle has been 
found in specimens taken over there. 
The trees have lost a considerable 
amount of their needles. 

In the extreme conditions of 
Northern Lapland, the trees can with- 
stand little extra stress. Moreover, the 
ground is very barren, offering little 
buffer capacity. These circumstances 
combined with the increasing pollu- 
tion mean logging could easily jeopar- 
dize the survival of the vital protection 
forests. 

• In Eastern Lapland, near the 
Soviet border, the forests are already 
suffering. Right across the border in 
the Soviet Union, closer to the smelt- 
ing plants local forests are surprisingly 
in much better condition. They have 
been able to withstand larger quanti- 
ties of pollutants. This fact is likely to 
result from the different use of forests: 


in Finland they have been under heavy 
pressure from forestry, in the Soviet 
Union close to the Finnish border, the 
forests have largely been left un- 
touched. Varied unlogged forests with 
rich species, age and size structure seem 
to endure considerable pollution 
whereas forests on heavily logged areas 
start to suffer much earlier. 

Gems Which Will Be Wasted 

The dispute about the future 
logging operations has mainly concen- 
trated on two large forest wilds, the 
Kessi and Hammastunturi areas. The 
Hammastunturi (Tooth Mountain) 
wilderness with the adjoining unlogged 
areas still reach 90 km northeast from 
the Porttipahta reservoir through sub- 
lime forest and fell country to the 1 valo- 
Inari highway. The area is uninhabited 
except for the tiny Sami village Kuttura. 

After logging the area will 
shrink to a mere half. Most forests in 
the south, east and northeast will be 
logged; only the fell regions will re- 



Lapland 

main. The area is uninhabited except 
for the tiny Sami village, Kuttura. 

New forest roads have recently 
been built to the south of the 
Hammastunturi area. They will service 
logging operations in the Peurakaira 
(Wild Reindeer Wilderness) area which 
wasn't included in the wilderness areas 
because of the relatively large amount 
of timber there. Logging operations 
are expected to start in 1993. 

The Kessi Wilderness has be- 
come a symbol for the last Finnish 
wilds. Kessi together with the adjoin- 
ing Vatsari Wilderness in the north 
and the wooded islands and shores of 
the Lake Inari form one of the largest 
forest wildernesses in Europe (outside 
the Soviet Union). This is perhaps the 
most faraway place in Finland and the 
most northerly area in the world where 
unbroken pine forests grow. 

In spite of its remoteness, Kessi 
hasn't avoided the current problems of 
the world; quite the contrary. It is the 
region which receives the heaviest 
heavy metal fallout from Russian smelt- 
ing plants in all of Finland and danger- 
ously strong doses of sulphur. The 
needle specimens taken in Kessi show 
that the damage of the chloroplasts is 
already critical. At the same time, the 
energy production and the growth of 
the trees have fallen considerably. 
Something serious is happening in 
these forests. Already for that reason 
all logging operations in the region are 
very risky. 

When the protection forest area 
was formed in 1939, Kessi was not 
included into it because of insufficient 
ecological knowledge. Kessi was classi- 
fied as commercial forest. Nowadays it 
is known that the proximity of the 
Arctic Ocean deteriorates the climate 
of the region, making it similar to that 
of the protection forest area. 

In spite of the present better 
understanding of the local conditions 
the southern half of Kessi wasn't in- 
cluded, however, in the wilderness ar- 
eas. It was again classified as normal 
commercial forest. Logging operations 
have already started over there. Exten- 
sive cutting forroad building is being 
planned. The northern half was joined 
into the Vatsari wilderness but also 
there cutting is likely. 

Sacred Ax 

Logging operations may start 
in 1992 after the Department of the 
Environment has approved the cut- 
ting plans of the National Board ot 
Forestry. The future timber harvest 
from the wilderness areas is insignifi- 
cant: it covers only 1.5% of the timber 
demand of the forestry of Lapland and 
0.1% of that of Finland. Most of the 
timber will be processed into cellulose. 
Not a very suitable end for thecenturies 
old trees. 

A few dozen jobs will be main- 
tained by cutting, but the losses will be 
irreparable. All sustainable uses of land 
will suffer and the unique forests will 
lose their character forever. 

All that is left from the earlier 
huge wilderness sea that covered most 
of Europe has been pressed into the 
faraway corners of the continent. Even 
now, when few vestiges of them are left 
man still cannot appreciate these in- 
valuable ecosystems. Their worth is 
seen only in the amount of cellulose 
they produce when processed. Noth- 
ing has been learned, nothing changes. 
The sacred ax has won again. 
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French Pyrenees: 

Highway Threatens 
Valley of the Aspe 

By Jason Torrence 

I've recently returned from 
an international action camp in the 
Valley of the Aspe in the western 
Pyrennees. At present, the valley is 
under threat by the construction of a 
tunnel and a new highway. I have 
returned from the Pyrenees convinced 
that this campaign can act as a 
flashpoint for an environmental ac- 
tion movement in France. 

France has a huge potential for 
grassroots environmental action, as was 
demonstrated by the successful 'Loire 
Sauvage' campaign, and the strong sup- 
port in the national elections for Les 
Verts. However, despite a rapid growth 
in grassroots environmental direct ac- 
tion in the rest of Europe, France still 
has no grassroots green movement and 
no involvement in international cam- 
paigns or days of action that I am aware 
of. 

For the formation of a French 
movement that can effectively network 
and mobilise on both a national and 
international level on the whole range 
of environmental issues, the Valley of 



the Aspe is vital. However, the Valley 
of the Aspe must not only be seen as a 
flashpoint, but as a vitally important 
in its own right. The valley is home to 
the last of the European brown bears 
in the Pyrenees, golden eagles and a 
variety of rare flora and fauna. 

I have written a funding pro- 
posal aimed at setting up an office in 
the valley to run the campaign and co- 
ordinate action on both a national and 
international level. If you are unable to 
help me in any direct way, I would be 
grateful for any contacts of possible 
sources of funding or if you could put 
in a word with any possible funders. 

Even with the road, RN 134, 
the impact of development in the 
Valley of the Aspe is minimal at present. 
In 1989 the French government an- 
nounced plans for an 8.6km tunnel 
under the Col du Somport. Although 
no official announcements have yet 
been made, it is clear to the local 
community that the Tunnel du 
Somport is part of a much larger 
scheme, which involves the introduc- 
tion of a motorway into the Valley of 
the Aspe. 

The E5, as it is named, is 
planned to stretch from Bordeaux to 
Valencia, using the Valley of the Aspe 
as a gateway between France and Spain . 
The government has stated that it in- 
tends to widen and straighten the ex- 
isting RN 1 34. In real terms, this means 
the filling or bridging of many parts of 
the valley, together with intensive 
landscaping of the mountains. 

At present, no Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) has been car- 
ried out on the whole project. This, 
together with the abundance of rare 
flora and fauna in the valley, put the 
project in breach of both international 
and European law. 

Local opinion concerning the 
construction is split. Although there is 


a majority that oppose the works, there 
are still those that believe that the 
highway will bring prosperity to the 
valley. Local protest has included an 
occupation of the worksite and small 
scale rallies. 

The campaign recently moved 
onto an international level with a two 
week international action camp that 
received media coverage in both Bel- 
gium and Germany. As yet, no na- 
tional public attention in France has 
been focused on the valley. 

The proposed highway will 
devastate the valley, bringing about 
the extinction of the brown bears in 
the Pyrenees, coupled with the loss of 
many other rare animal and plant 
species that currently inhabit the val- 
ley. 

Nova Scotia's 
Forests: Exploitation 
and Resistance 

By David Orton 

Using guns and an imposed 
"legality," European settlers stole the 
forests in the political entity now called 
Nova Scotia, Canada, from the origi- 
nal indigenous people, the MicMac. 
The forests, which were considered sa- 
cred, have become secularized, and 
their contemporary exploitation is 
market-driven and ethic free. The re- 
sistance against forest destruction by 
the MicMac and those of non-native 
ancestry is well documented in a pe- 
riod extending from the mid- 18th 
centruy to the present day, by Paul 
Webster. 

Today, the forests of Nova 
Scotia are described as part of the 
Acadian Forest, an ecosystem which 
spans three Canadian provinces and 
two nations. While the dominant tree 
species is considered to be red spruce, 
there are about sixty native and intro- 
duced tree species and shrubs which 
attain tree size in Nova Scotia. How- 
ever, it is only a few softwood pulp 
species which are favored by industry 
and government. These species, e.g. 
balsam fir, black, white and red spruce, 
and pine, can be grown in plantation, 
(or promoted through natural regen- 
eration), and supposedly are ready for 
cutting in 35-45 years. Nova Scotia has 
embraced a pulpwood forestry policy, 
seen as 'necessary' to feed the pulp and 
paper industry in the province. For the 
provincial and federal governments and 
the forest industry, Nova Scotia is a 
"showcase for reforestation and forest 
management." Considerable govern- 
ment and industry money is spent to 
disseminate this fairy tale to the pub- 
lic, and through programs such as 
"Project Learning Tree," to children in 
the school system. But the reality for 
anyone who walks in the forest or who 
drives the logging roads, and increas- 
ingly the main roads, is uncaring forest 



destruction. Through clear cutting and 
softwood regeneration practices, and 
the use of chemical and biological 
sprays, there has been a reduction of 
the biodiversity of plant life needed for 
evolutionary processes and an impov- 
erishment of wildlife. 

Current "ownership" of forest land 
can be approximately assigned as 27% 
provincial government, 3% federal 


government (includes two federal parks), 
and 70% owned by 31,000 private 
woodlot owners. The pulp and paper 
companies (five), are major polluters, 
and depending on the particular 
pulping process, "legally" discharge 
various toxins to the air and marine 
environments and into landfills. These 
companies, plus one other company 
located in New Brunswick, own over 
two million acres of the ten million 
forested acres in Nova Scotia. The big 
three trans-national pulp and paper 
companies; Stora, Scott, and Bowater, 
each dominate, through their economic 
power, distinct geographical areas of 
the province. Stora and Scott have 
extensive long term leases on provin- 
cially-owned crown lands. Small 
woodlot owners have tried to indepen- 
dently organize collectively over the 
years. They have had their attempts 
undermined by government and cor- 
porate hostility, court challenges, and 
the setting up of government-funded 
"Venture" groups as suppliers of cheap 
pulpwood to the mills. 

The contemporary forestry/ 
pesticide opposition in Nova Scotia 
grew out of anti-forest spray struggles 
in the 1970s. This fight to prevent the 
institutionalization of a chemical cul- 
ture in forestry continues, but it is 
broadening to encompass the release 
of biological organisms (increasingly 
products of biotechnology) like bacte- 
ria, viruses and fungi, which pulpwood 
forest managers see as necessary for 
tree farm survival. Forest activists are 
debating among themselves and with 
the public in Nova Scotia an alterna- 
tive green forestry vision, rooted in the 
belief that the natural world has to be 
valued in its own right, irrespective of 
its utility to the human species. Part of 
such a vision needs to be a repudiation 
of the existing forestry doctrine of "sus- 
tainable development," premised on 
endless economic growth and consum- 
erism — along with population growth, 
which forest ecosystems can- 
not sustain. 

'Rattlesnake 
Roundup' Under 
Protest 

By Robby Sheildes 

Rattlesnake roundups in Texas 
have got to be stopped!! They are a 
tradition of conquering wilderness and 
an ignorant public display of animal 
cruelty towards our friends and a vital 
predator species: Crotalus atrox, the 
great western diamondback. 

Our small tribe has now en- 
gaged in three strong demonstrations 
at Taylor, Sweetwater, and yes, even 
Lubbock, our homecamp! In a public 
celebration of wilderness destruction, 
up to 7000 snakes are painfully slaugh- 
tered per roundup. This insane, city- 
sanctioned species extermination 
was responsible for not only 21,000 
reptile murders and setting examples 
of wilderness domination for the igno- 
rant and the young, but also led the 
way for major increases in local pesti- 
cide use to 'curb' the now-exploding 
mouse and rodent populations in these 
Texas areas. 

TheTexasJaycee's, Holiday RV, 
and Southwestern Bell Mobile phone 
systems along with each city's admin- 
istrations are the environmental crimi- 
nals responsible for destroying various 
habitat dens, such as foxes, ringtail 
cats, rabbits, burrowing owls, Texas 
tortoises, spotted skunks and several 
species of 'state-protected'(?) reptiles 
and amphibians. 

The Taylor protest was, by far, 
the strongest of the three demonstra- 
tions we attended. Angry animal rights 


activists, herpetologists, and Earth 
Firstlers from Austin and Llano Estacado 
gave a strong-spirited effort on both 
Saturday and Sunday. Spontaneous 
marches around the grounds proved to 
be very effective at arousing widespread 
attention and uncontrolled emotions, 
perhaps changing a few minds! There 
were approximately 40 protesters on 
Saturday, March 7th and about 30 on 
Sunday, March 8. Together, we stood 
a good chance of out-numbering the 
round-up participants and we will re- 
turn, in force, next year and every year 
for as long as it takes! 

The rattlesnake holocaust in 
Sweetwater has always been consid- 
ered the grandfather of the Texas round- 
ups. On Saturday, March 14th, we had 
only eight ecowarriors protesting and 
confronting the unmerciful and angry 
west Texas crowd. We were vocal, and 
several heated discussion/arguments 
ensued. A stronger challenge of public 
activism awaits the rural, traditionally 
exploitive areas of west Texas, espe- 
cially Sweetwater, Lubbock and the 
Llanos. We were small, but committed 
and we will return. National Geographic 
was not in Sweetwater this year, nei- 
ther were the 200 protesters of last 
year. We hope to see them next year. 

The Lubbock Rattlesnake 
Roundup was the city's first and hope- 
fully last extermination event. We 
tried to stop the reptile exploitation 
before it could continue! We hope our 
efforts weren't in vain! As with Taylor 
and Sweetwater, the non-supportive 
media did come out for coverage, only 
to slant it towards the roundup and in 
favor of this public display of species 
murder! Our tribe, together with the 
three Dallas animal rights activists, the 
Llano Estacado Audubon society, the 
local South Plains Earth Awareness 
Connection Group and concerned 
Texas Tech students, made the protest 
demonstration on April 11th and 12th 
known to all of Lubbock's citizens, 
who insisted on supporting the slaugh- 
ter anyway. 

We passed out our informa- 
tion, we were vocal, we discussed and 
we argued for west Texas wilderness! 
Hopefully, the city of Lubbock will 
now know that rattlesnakes are not 
here for our entertainment, and they 
should be left alone in their natural 
balance, in the surrounding south 
plains and canyon wilderness. We 
have a chance to stop this insane snake 
slaughter now, before there is a prece- 
dent set, before this traditionally ac- 
cepted display of wilderness domina- 
tion becomes a yearly habit of igno- 
rance for Lubbock. 

Optimism runs high on the 
'staked plains' as fear and the conquer- 
ing of wilderness seem to prevail. Our 
tribe is committed! We will continue 
to fight for our canyon wilderness and 
all of its inhabitants. Long live the 



rattlesnake! Long live all the Wild 
Canyon species! Respect them while 
they're here; protect them before 
they're gone! 

Continued follow-up protest 
letters are needed, so feel free to write 
the City of Lubbock, Texas and help 
prevent this atrocity from every hap- 
pening again. 

Lubbock Mayor/City Council 
POB 2000, Lubbock, Texas 79457 
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Power Struggle at Point Aconi 


Papau New Guinea 


continued from page 4 

would be produced and the question- 
able plan of storing it in the recharge 
zone of the aquifer that supplies most 
of the Boularderie residents. 
Boularderie Island is also one of Nova 
Scotia's most important farmlands. We 
found out the plant is 2 km away from 
forest land and has two parks within 1 0 
km. The plant is also 7 kms away from 
the celebrated Bird Islands, a seabird 
sanctuary. The plant will burn high 
sulpher coal and emit sulpher dioxide 
contributing to acid rain. The plant 
will emit 1.1 billion kilograms of car- 
bon dioxide annually contributing to 
the greenhouse effect. The plant is 
near wetland complexes, major spawn- 
ing ground of the cornerstone species 
capelin, sensitive herring and lobster 
larva, and salmon streams. Basically, 
the Point Aconi Power Plant through 
its insatiable appetite for water and its 
various emmissions will devastate an 
entire region, numerous ecosystems, 
and the farmers and fishers that de- 
pend upon their immediate environ- 
ment to survive. All this for energy 
that would not be needed if the gov- 
ernment would encourage conserva- 
tion of energy. 

With $50,000 dollars the islanders 
received from Greenpeace, they sued 
to stop the project and won the case. 
But because of the weakness of Canada's 
environmental laws the plant w r as al- 
lowed to continue. In our hosts' words 
they "Paid $50,000 to find out the 
government has a right to be wrong." 
Another person commented that the 
money could have been more wisely 
spent on guns. It was dawming on me 
that this was no little squabble, this 
was a war! 

One of our group of students asked 
if the Micmacs had been asked to join 
the fight. They seemed amused at our 
notions about the Micmacs and ex- 
plained that the Micmacs had never 
been conquered and had never signed 
over their land like many of the US 
Native Americans. The Micmacs were 
a warrior society related to the 
Mohawks. The protesters weren't con- 
sidering asking the Micmacs to join 
them, but rather, if they could join the 
Micmacs. 

At one point the man in the loft 
who was arrested for stealing water for 
his pregnant wife spoke up. He was 
quite drunk and he began angrily de- 
manding who we were and what we 
were doing travelling around on a bus. 
His anger and suspicion were only 
somewhat pacified when we explained 
we were a school. In retrospect his 
suspicion despite his drunkenness was 
valid. After all, the total of our com- 
bined tuition could have twice over 
covered the cost of their legal fees and 
gone a long way in helping to save 
their island. The ability to spend that 
type of money on a travelling school 
placed most of us in a category of 
middle class that is largely known for 
its unthinking wastefulness and 
overconsumption. These are qualities 
that everywhere are allowing destruc- 
tive power plants of all types to con- 
tinue. 

At the meeting's end we were in- 
vited on a boat rides the following day 
to see the area and the Point Aconi 
plant for ourselves 

Since then the construction of the 
Point Aconi Generating Station has 
continued, but not without protest. I 
have heard that 40% of the towers 
have been stolen causing delays and 
hurting NSPC financially. Other con- 
struction materials have also been de- 
stroyed. None of this 
monkeywrenching has received atten- 
tion from the press and no one has yet 

• * *«.<•.. r / 
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been arrested for it. 

Residents's wells continue to run 
dry or go bad. This summer may be one 
of the worst for residents' wells. NSPC 
insists, "Our studies show that there is 
more than enough water to supply 
both the residents of Boularderie Is- 
land and the Point Aconi Generating 
Station." They go on to add that the 
plant, "Actually encourage(s) lobster 
growth," and "will not interfere with 
the salmon population." They say 
they are "determined to contribute to 
the solution of the acid rain problem." 
If all you NSPC directors really want to 
reduce acid rain, why don't you cancel 
the Point Aconi Plant? The biggest and 
most insulting lie of all is NSPC's claim, 
"Our company's priority is to be envi- 
ronmentally responsible" 

What You Can Do 

Write to Allan F. Nicholson, 189 
Townsend St. ,POB 1373, Sydney, Nova 
Scotia, VIP 6K3 and ask for a video 
about the Point Aconi Plant. Send as 
much as you can afford to cover the 
cost of the video and shipping. 

Let them know you're pissed off! Write 
the following people demanding that 
construction of the Point Aconi Power 
Plant be stopped immediately, and 
apologies issued to the residents of the 
area and the Micmacs 

Minister of Fisheries and Oceans 
John Crosbie, 200 Kent St. 

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, KIA OE6 

Federal Minister of the Environment 
Jean Charest, 28th Floor, 10 
Willington St., Hull, 

Quebec, Canada KIA OH3 


cntinued from page 4 

In the earlier incidents with the 
mining companies, residents were con- 
vinced that they were inadequately 
compensated for their land. They were 
also upset at the pollution from the 
mines, which severely affected 
traditonal agrarian and hunting-gath- 
ering lifestyles. 

In Bougainville, air pollution was 
blamed for reduced cocoa yields on 
adjoining plantations and mine wastes 
contaminating the neighboring Jaba 
River. At Ok Tedi, poisonous tailings 
have eradicated the fish from the Ok 
Tedi River and have begun to affect 
other fisheries on the Fly River. 

Government Resorts 
To Repression 

The violence at the mines has 
heightened the government's reaction 
over environmental activism and has 
led to repressive measures. 

Earlier this year, two German envi- 
ronmentalists were expelled after criti- 
cizing the lack of safeguards at Ok Tedi. 
This mine was also censured in Febru- 
ary by the International Water Tribu- 
nal, a multinational group of scientists 
that watches global development 
projects. 

After the trouble at Mt. Kare in 
January, Mathias Ijape, Papua New 
Guinea's police minister, proposed for- 
mation of a rapid-deployment police 
force for the highlands. The cabinet 
approved it and the mining companies 
were asked to finance it to the tune of 
$40 million! 

In the words of a local activist, "The 
government is increasingly talking 
about the 'Indonesian' model. And 
that means repression. Things are get- 
ting very scary here." 


Ohio Nuke Dumps 


continued from page 13 

our demands for equal savin an educa- 
tion program met, and finally the dump 
should not be sited in Ohio. You guys 
in the other states of the Midwest Com- 
pact pay attention, one of you may be 
next if Ohio drops out, but we will 
extend whatever assistance we can in 
the future if you find yourself in this 
position. 

We have tons of goodies and 
information to send to anyone who is 
interested in getting started. First, you 
can call the Midwest Compact's toll 
free number 1-800-654-9373 to get 
copies of OSU's Education Plan, the 
annual report, minutes of the last Com- 
pact meeting, the Compact Agreement 
itself and the 1980 and 1985 LLRW 
Policy Amendment Act, plus get put on 


their mailing list. You can me at POBox 
14393, Cleveland, OH 44114. Or if 
anyone anywhere has some ideas or 
experience in this kind of thing, call us. 
This is a state-wide issue and we need to 
form a state-wide coalition. 

Also, write to George 
Voinovich, State House, Columbus, 
Ohio 43266 (and your state senator 
and representative) and Roger Suppes, 
Director of Environmental Health Di- 
vision, Department of Health .246 N 
High Street, Columbus, OH 43266 and 
tell them how pissed off you are that 
the Compact has been allowed to go 
ahead with this obviom 1 ' *' ’ ;.r~ 

gram and that you don't want a dump 
in Ohio. No more nukes in Ohio. Shut 
'em down! 



SEACret vs DuPont 


continued from page 12 

workers to come to Delaware for lower 
wages and fewer benefits. Several 
people spoke, including Jesse Jackson. 
The evil Edgar summed up our three 
day attack by stating, "These people 
are not contributing to the solution at 
all." 

DuPont actions will continue 
through the summer. Anyone inter- 
ested in getting more information about 
ozone destruction, our campaign, who 
SEACret is, etc, should write us: 
SEACret, POBox 1175, Newark DE 
19715. 


Peg's Letter 

continued from page 6 

Now I'm bouncing back out of 
the grief and depression. Through sup- 
port groups in here and my beautiful 
friends who are loving me through 
this, life is indeed a joy again. The 
women in here have been wonderful 
in many ways. Our support groups are 
growing in safety and trust. It's slow, 
it's sometimes painful and scary, but 
it's working. I see recovery in here. 

I'm still busy. There is time 
now for more book reading. I've fin- 
ished a sweater for myself and am mak- 
ing some now for friends. One group of 
supporters wants to raffle one! I've taken 
up a watercolor class two nights a week. 
I still run about 2 miles a day. I still sing 
in public when possible. We're trying 
to start a 4 partharmonygroup. Martin 
Luther King day was a powerful event 
in here. The women used Sing for Free- 
dom and I sang "The Cool of the Day" 
and read from Earth Prayers. One of the 
Chaplins left. We gave her a singing 
send off. She was very supportive of all 
our paths. We'U miss her terribly. I 
finally sang a native song for the re- 
cital. The women really responded to 
"The Forest Song." I even received or- 
ders for my tape! 

Time is passing fairly fast most 
of the time. I go by the moons, watch- 
ing in the evenings and mornings. It is 
hard to believe I've been h ere 6 month s 
already. I'm learning that acceptance is 
not approval; and I can't help feeling 
this is really important training for me. 
So many times I lose sight of the bigger 
picture while fretting about the close 
and petty realities that assail us in here. 
Then I get letters from you folks that 
empower me: crack me open to the 
awareness of the wheel I'm just a small 
part of. Sometimes I feel crazy, as an 
oddity in here. Yet I'm learning to live 
with my convictions in the midst of 
folks who don't share them. I'm learn- 
ing how to walk my talk when no one 
else around me validates it. Your letters 
really help me remember that I do fit in 
this world, and that there are other 
people who share my convictions and 
hopes to live in harmony with all life. 

I have become friends with 
many women in here. One is a political 
soul who I share some of my mail with. 
We visit and smoke cigars. She knows 
Emma Goldman but not Ed Abbey. She 
leaves in 6 days though. I'll surely miss 
her. 

I don't know how to thank you 
for all the support that continues to 
come forth in the form of letters and 
money and even some of you who 
have bought the cassette Gentle War- 
rior. Thank you! I'll keep up the corre- 
spondence as best 1 can and do another 
news letter in another few months! 

Blessings on you , with love and 

light, 

—PEG 

P.S. The only help I am allowed to 
receive in here is letters and money. 
Both are greatly appreciated. Money 
goes for commissary items, crafts ma- 
terials, school, and legal expenses. If 
you would like a copy of my tape of 18 
accapello environmental songs, send 
$10 to Hidden Waters Music, Box N, 
Jerome AZ 86331. 

4/21/92 P.S. Well it's taken three weeks 
to get this so I can mail it... I appealed 
the Board's decision and we asked for 
an extension. I've been working out of 
the compound weeding and raking. 
Our singing group is working and I'm 
just doin' my time. 

Hope you all are kicking some 
complacent butt today on John Muir's 
Birthday. Take Care! 



Don't Bring Your Guns To Church 

continued from page 3 


Ozone Day 

continued from page 1 3 

region and compile the action ideas 
and plans of local groups. 

If you can do nothing else, you 
might contribute some cash. Launch- 
ing this has been a total leap of faith 
and there is some tremendous enthusi- 
asm for it out there. But the mailings 
and phone calls have depleted our per- 
sonal reserves, and to really capture the 
potential of this moment we need 
money. Follow-up calls to potential 
organizers we've reached with the mail- 
ings are a top priority, and could easily 
double the number of towns partici- 
pating in the Day of Action. 

The quickest way is to send 
your contributions to: No Sweat, POB 
10346, Olympia CA 98502. If you'd 
like it to be tax-deductible, however, 
simply mail it to Fossil Fuels Action/ 
No Sweat POB 4347, Areata, CA95521. 
For more information contact Rhys 
Roth (206) 943-7259 or Christopher 
Fondots (206) 357-6854. East of the 
Mississippi, contact Jason Halbert or 
Tom Rooney (302) 368-3736. 


Walk for the 
Wild Siskiyous 

continued from page 10 

working to restore this incredible trail 
and to stop all planned logging in this 
area, so as to maintain the roadless 
character and to restore the area to its 
once-pristine conditions. Recent log- 
ging and road building has begun to 
seriously degrade this rare, precious 
and biologically significant area. 

We demand that the planned 
timber sales to clearcut our heritage 
and fragment our genetic seed bank 
for the Pacific Northwest be withdrawn 

We demand that this legacy of 
ancient forest be saved and protected 
as a World Heritage Site, so that our 
grandchildren and their grandchildren 
can inherit a world rich in biodiversity 
and protected from the bloodied cor- 
porate claws of destruction. 

Walk for the Wild Siskiyous! 
Let your actions speak for the voiceless 
ones! They need you. 


Tongass 

continued from page 24 

Alaskan Department of Fish and Game, 
who recommended the area be desig- 
nated wilderness and a "Scenic River 
Recreation Area," respectively, as far 
back as 1972 and 1975. Since that 
time, the Forest Service has found al- 
ternative areas for tree cutting as a 
replacement for the Honker Divide. 
Now that Honker Divide is planned to 
be cut, the Forest Service, "due to prior 
contractual commitment," continues 
to place timber extraction above the 
needs of the area's natural ecology. 

This will surprise nobody. The 
Forest Service, as an agency of the US 
government, will no doubt continue 
its policy of managing public lands in 
the interest of overall economic growth. 
Housing construction is one vertebrae 
in the backbone of the US economy. 
The marriage of government with pri- 
vate US multi-national corporations 
has long since been consummated. A 
fundamental reform of the Forest Ser- 
vice shifting policy away from com- 
modity uses to ecological preservation 
will probably require no less than a far- 
reaching and equally substantive re- 
form of the US government, along with 
the re-structuring of the global 
economy. Hence, talk of reform within 
the Forest Service is often transparent: 
an effort to placate citizen outrage while 
the mega-machine continues its de- 
vouring rampage of nature. 


their homes. For example, they some- 
what restrict drilling during the spring, 
when many griz need to come out into 
the swamps and plains. But not all 
bears use the plains only in the spring; 
some like to stay down from the moun- 
tains all year. The windows of opera- 
tion are a superficial effort to give the 
illusion that BLM is obeying the En- 
dangered Species Act. 

There are also cultural/histori- 
cal sites which are ignored in the draft 
ELS. The Blackfeet had vision quest 
sites, a Medicine wheel, a Medicine 


would field dress the carcass myself, 
and dad helped me drag it to the truck. 
We would go to a friend's farm where 
we spent the rest of the afternoon and 
evening butchering the deer, and wrap- 
ping it in styrofoam and plastic. We 
ground up the rest for burgers. We 
then went upstairs and barbecued the 
best of the chops. I remember my dad 
gave me the most desired piece of meat, 
maybe the sirloin or tenderloin or some- 
thing, and everyone watched as I took 
the first bites of the fresh kill. The 
death that melted in my mouth still 
haunts sme. I silently choked down 
that bite, and then insisted that all 
enjoy it. I spent enough time feeding 
others that nobody seemed to notice 
my lack of interest in the bloody meat. 

For the first time in my life, I 
realized I was assuming that I had the 
right, the privilege, and the obligation 
to take from nature the sacrifice of this 
animal, yet I lacked the willingness to 
give anything back. The luxury of 
fresh killed venison in a refrigerator 
full of food is abdominable! If I didn't 
take the life of that free and wild deer, 
I would have survived. I would have 
gone to the store, or driven my little 
firebird to my favorite burger joint to 
order whatever I wanted. No sacrifice 
on my part. I sure wouldn't have had 
to go hungry. This is the flaw in the 
reasoning that hunting puts you in 


Tree site, buffalo jumps, rock cairns 
and burial sites there, most of which 
will be destroyed by pipelines and roads 
in BLM's preferred alternative. 

Several citizen groups in the 
Wild Rockies region are planning to 
appeal the final EIS if and when it ever 
comes out, and are fairly optimistic 
because of the blatant violations in the 
draft document. The Forest Service, 
which also has jurisdiction in part of 
the EIS area, refused to sign onto the 
Record of Decision because it so bla- 
tantly broke regulations and laws. Un- 


touch with the land and with the cycle 
of the food chain. It only briefly allows 
you to step into the chain, plundering 
the riches of nature, unsurping life 
from the wild to satisfy your glutton- 
ous desires, and then to step out at will. 
This is not harmony and balance, and 
it sure as hell isn't my idea of spiritual. 

That was my last bite of veni- 
son, and the last time I held a gun. It 
was painful to tell my father I couldn't 
be his hunting partner anymore. I was 
always "the boy he never had," and I 
spent much of my life feeling confused 
about that. But that day I changed my 
relationship with my father. And that 
day I drastically changed my relation- 
ship to nature. I can experience the 
beauty of the land now for no good 
reason at all and my spiritual connec- 
tion to the earth is deep and fulfilling. 
It has been almost 8 years since 1 put 
away my gun, and never once have I 
been at a loss to explain why I need to 
be in the woods. When I was 21, I 
moved to Oregon. Here I found reason 
to not only connect with the land, but 
to commit to protecting it. I feel a sort 
of karmic duty to learn to decrease my 
needs and to lower my impact on na- 
ture, and I've changed my perception. 
I no longer look for what I can take and 
use, instead, I've grown to respect the 
wild because it is! 


fortunately, for oil and gas drilling ap- 
peals, there is no automatic stay on 
development while the appeal is being 
considered. In 1991, activist groups 
succeeded in getting BLM to create an 
automatic stay on drilling during the 
appeals process, only to have BLM trash 
the regulation several months later. 

For more information about 
the EIS and the possibility of appeal- 
ing, contact the Ecology Center, 101 E 
Broadway Suite 602, Missoula, MT 
59801. 


Rocky Mountain Front Drilling Stalled 

continued from page 24 


Austrailians Battle to Save Mt Killiekrankie 

continued from first page 


Chaelundi, followed by the passage of 
the historic "Endangered Fauna Interim 
Protection Act," which was one of the 
few pieces of legislation to be passed by 
the opposition from the floor of parlia- 
ment against the wishes of the minor- 
ity conservative government. 

There was, of course, the pre- 
dictable backlash with the timber in- 
dustry mounting a $500,000 counter- 
oltensive early this year, alleging that 
job losses would flow as a result of the 
environmentalists victories. Despite a 
failure on the part of the industry to 
prove these claims before the indus- 
trial commission, they nevertheless 
pressed ahead with their campaign, 
and managed to persuade the politi- 
cians to enact special legislation. 

The "Timber Industry Interim 
Protection Act" was passed in early 
March. The legislation, described by 
environmentalists as the "Timber In- 
dustry Protection Racket Act" sus- 
pended planning laws which had pre- 
viously required EISs to be prepared 
prior to logging. As a result, logging 
can now occur, with few exceptions, in 
old growth forests, rainforests, nomi- 
nated wilderness areas and proposed 


national parks without the need for 
any prior environmental assessment. 

The tragic result of this smash 
and grab policy led to the current dis- 
pute at Mt Killiekrankie. 

In March of this year, the for- 
estry commission began roading on 
the steep slopes at Mt Killiekrankie in 
the upper catchment of the Bellinger 
river. Massive rockslides, landslips, 
soil erosion and stream pollution re- 
sulted from the roading and logging 
operations. 

In early April, the North East 
Forest Alliance set up a forest watch 
camp and radio communications base 
in the forest and employed professional 
scientific and geo experts to make re- 
ports on the devastation. The experts 
made comments like "horrifying," 
"worst they'd ever seen, " and "the road 
should never have been built." Upon 
receipt of the scientists written reports, 
NEFA began legal proceedings against 
the Commission to prevent any fur- 
ther work on the site, and to bring to 
account those responsible for the de- 
struction. In addition to the area al- 
ready damaged, there were several un- 
touched compartments in which the 


Commission members were keen to 
begin a similar roading operation. 

When contacted by NEFA, the 
Commission refused to concede that 
they had made a mistake and insisted 
that work would continue. At this 
point it became obvious that direct 
action would be needed to safeguard 
the area pending the outcome of the 
legal processes. 

NEFA made repeated requests 
to the Commission to remove a bull- 
dozer which had been left on site. NEFA 
suspected that the dozer had been left 
as a bait, and made this view known to 
the local police inspector. Despite the 
fact that NEFA had made it clear many 
times that it did not condone machin- 
ery sabotage, timber lobby groups had 
repeatedly issued press statements ac- 
cusing NEFA of such acts. The dozer 
had been left by the contractors with 
its fuel cap unlocked on one occasion 
and on another, a sledge hammer was 
left leaning against the machine. 

In the week before Easter, the 
alliance sent the call out its network of 
supporters and contacted local TV 
media to arrange aerial and on-site 
filming of the devastation. The TV 


station was quite keen to become in- 
volved; direct actions are big news. 

Over Easter some 100 NEFA 
activists turned up and immediately 
set about constructing defenses. Tri- 
pods were quickly put in place over 
two access roads, made from saplings 
felled in the roading operation. Con- 
crete drainage pipes (3m x 40 cm) were 
sunk vertically into the roadway to 
form a blockade at two sites in the same 
way that had proved so successful last 
year at Chaelundi. 

A village was also constructed 
quickly, consisting of a bamboo pavil- 
ion, a marquis tent and a group kitchen. 
Banner making workshops continued 
throughout the night. 

The Forestry Commission were 
scheduled to begin work on Tuesday 
following paragraph: 

"Please find my checque for 
$ $ $ $ for which I require tax deductibil- 
ity. I prefer that this money be granted 
to the Big Scrub Environment Centre 
for its work with NEFA on forest is- 
sues." 

For more information contact 
EFAon 066 213 2 78. 




egional Roundup 


Arizona Mining Clorado Springs 
Anacostia Earth Updates Celebrates Spring 


First! Forms 
Near the Heart 
of the Beast: 
Washington DC 

If you live in the DC area, get 
off your dead butt and dial 779-1740, 
and get yourself involved with 
Anacostia Earth First! . Recently formed 
to defend whats left of nature in the 
Anacostia watershed northeast of DC, 
the Anacostia Earth First! is taking a 
stand, saying enough is too much! 

Through their newsletter, 
Anacostia Earth First! writes of the 
Green line: "What could be the subway 
line that connects the metropolitan 
area to the largest natural area in the 
Northeast corridor, DC to Boston, has 
been turned into an ecological night- 
mare." Articles include: "US out of 
Anacostia," and "The Oppressed Op- 
pressor: Afrocentrism, Anthrocentrism 
and Biocentrism , " as well as others. To 
contact Anacostia EF!, and be placed 
on their mailing list, write or call, 3912 
Longfellow Street, Hyattsville, MD 
20781. 

MacBloe Cuts 
Canada's Oldest 
Tree 

Last winter two dendrochro- 
nologists exploring a logging clearcut 
in Vancouver Island's Caren Range dis- 
covered to their horror that Canada's 
oldest known living tree had been cut 
down and left on the ground as 
wastewood. The 1636-year-old yellow 
cedar — the oldest verified tree in the 
nation — had been felled by the 
Macmillan Bloedel corporation. The 
scientists discovered four other ancient 
trees (the youngest of which was 1 350 
years old) that had also been cut down 
and left to rot. 

— Source: Eco-net 

New CIA 
Airfields in 
Elephant Habitat 

The CIA has begun work on a 
$350 million plan to build three mili- 
tary airfields in the wilds of Botswana. 
With the future of Zaire's strongman, 
Mobutu Sese Seko, in doubt, the CIA 
needs a replacement for its "secret" 
airbase in Kamina. The main Botswana 
airfield, to be located in the Kalihari 
desert near the town of Molepolele 
(northwest of the capital city of 
Gaborone) would be even larger than 
the capital's international airport. A 
second airbase would be constructed 
close to the ecologically sensitive 
Okavango delta near the Angolan bor- 
der. The third would be build near the 
Zimbabwean border, inside the Chobe 
National Park, an area that is home to 
most of Botswana's 50,000 or so el- 
ephants. 

— Source: Earth Island Journal 


The ASARCO/Pima County/ 
BLM Land Swap should be finalized by 
the end of the month. This deal gives 
ASARCO 3500 acres at the north end of 
the Silverbell Mountains which will 
probably be developed for another 
open-pit copper mine, similar to the 
mine that is already there. A major 
concern with this mine development 
is potential disturbance to the bighorn 
sheep in the area. They use the land 
between Ragged Top and the west 
Silverbells for grazing and migration 
routes. Under the 1872 Mining law, 
ASARCO can develop this land (cur- 
rently BLM) anyway. However, as own- 
ers of the land, they are no longer 
subject to NEPA regulations — mean- 
ing no public input on their mining 
plan. They have agreed with BLM to 
proceed in the most environmentally 
sound manner possible. We shall see. 

The Mining Plan of Operations 
submitted to the BLM for the Old Yuma 
Mine (near Saguaro Monument West) 
has already been denied! Amazing but 
true. The mining company appealed, 
and was turned down again. Perhaps 
this land will be included in the Monu- 
ment Expansion plans. 

The Sanchez Copper Project (a 
major new open pit copper mine on 
BLM land nearSafford) is moving along 
just fine. The Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement should be available 
soon. Be sure to get a copy and to make 
your comment. 

Uranium mining at the Grand 
Canyon (Energy Fools Nuclear) is on 
hold for the most part due to decreased 
demand for uranium. The Arizona One 
mine is still operational. The Kanab 
Mine, Hermit, and the Pine Nut have 
been developed but are on standby for 
now. The Canyon mine is still waiting 
for regulatory approval before it can be 
developed. 

The Korn Kob Mine (open pit 
copper) in the Santa Catalinas is on 



hold for now due to low copper prices 
and a marginal ore deposit. Lets hear it 
for a depressed economy! Reclamation 
of drill roads may begin by the end of 
the year if the mine does not proceed. 

A proposed oil and gas lease on 
Tangle Creek (Tonto National Forest) 
is now being considered by the Forest 
Service. Oil and gas development is 
new in Arizona, but recent studies 
have indicated that the potential is 
there. No word yet on this particular 
project which is in the Verde River 
Watershed and near the Mazatzal Wil- 
derness. 

At the federal level: The field 
hearings on Senator Bumper's Mining 
Law Reform Act of 1991 (S433) have 
been cancelled. This bill and HR918, 
the House bill, are in various stages on 
mark-up and review. The Arizona con- 
gressional Delegation needs to hear 
from us now in support of Mining law 
Reform. The Arizona Senate recently 
passed a Senate Concurrent Memorial 
(a kind of resolution) 8-0 to oppose 
reform. 


By Sven 

Maybe it's just the homebrew, 
but I just can't help but be excited 
about the prospects from this side of 
the Rockies. Yessir down here in the 
Front Range the local military types 
have tried their best to keep any enthu- 
siasm about Momma Earth quiet, but 
with Spring on the romp here in the 
foothills of Pikes' peak we just couldn't 
contain ourselves! 

With the arrival of Lone Wolf 
Circles for a little biocentric boogeying, 
we all got feral and figgered we wanted 
to spread the good word about spring 
and puttin' the Earth First! Our first 
opportunity was the International Day 
of Outrage: they had set up a pretty 
standard litte demo and dance at the 
local Freddie office but some of us 
wanted more! Scampering up a drain- 
age pipe we dropped a beeyotiful EF! 
banner off the FS roof, right in front of 
the TV cameras and the unbelieving 
eyes of the local rangers! Well they 
weren't terribly excited but we were 
only too happy to howl! 

So we took off to celebrate and 
plan our next action, the first annual 
Earth First! Spring Parade in which we 
took over a main street in Colorado 
Springs with drums, bikes, and toes 
wigglin! We got plenty of smiles, 
waves, a hom-toot from a trucker com- 
ing through and a police escort, all free 
for the smiles! 

So then most of us student- 
types had to take off for the summer, 
but we hope things will keep going so 
we can jump back into it next fall! 
Most of us are young, inexperienced, 
but with more energy than we know 
what to do with, so stay tuned! For info 
and tips, (for us, not from us) write 
Bryan Shuman at the Colorado Col- 
lege, Colorado Springs, CO 80946. 

Road Blockade 
in Maine 

Earth Firstlers dug a trench and 
created a barricade of stones and dead 
trees in front of a snowmobile trail that 
will eventually be expanded into a road 
for timber trucks in Mount Blue State 
Park in Maine. They also hung a "No 
Compromise" banner to protest the 
proposed cutting of 11,600 cords of 
woods from the park over the next four 
winters. 

— Source: Sun-Journal 

The soil is dreaming of trees. 

The trees are dreaming of wind. 

The wind is dreaming of clouds. 

The clouds are dreaming of water. 
The water returns to earth. 

Without trees, the soil washes away. 
The wind blows over barren ground, 
and the dreams of the world are 
broken. 

— Gary Lawless 

This poem was written at the EF! Gather- 
ing in Farmington, Maine the weekend 
that the action took place. 



Vatican Denies 
Mt Graham is 
Sacred to Apache 

Foundation work continues on 
the V atican Advanced Technology' T ele- 
scope (VATT) being built atop Mount 
Graham and being held together by a 
mountain of lies. A few Jesuit priests 
whose professional interests are 
dependant upon this insensitive and 
destructive development have taken 
the offensive against the San Carlos 
Apaches with a campaign of 



disinformation and intervention in the 
courts. 

A March 5, 1992 official state- 
ment from the Vatican obsevatory was 
released by Father George Coyne 
(Vatican astronomer at the University 
of Arizona.) In the document, which 
was prepared to combat European op- 
position to the Vatican's involvement 
on Mount Graham and which is now 
an affidavit in federal court, Father 
Coyne writes that the Apache are being 
manipulated by environmentalists and 
that there is no proof that the moun- 
tain is sacred. The Vatican states that 
Apache opposition is a tactic of dis- 
gruntled environmentalists. This flies 
in the face of a November 1991 resolu- 
tion passed by 15 Native American 
rights and 1 1 US environmental groups 
supporting preservation of sacred sites 
and specifically supporting the stmggle 
of the San Carlos Apache on Mount 
Graham, as well as two unanimous 
Tribal Council Resolutions passed since 
1990 condemning the project. The 
Vatican cites the lack of written 
eveidence of Apache "civilization" on 
Mount Graham before the 1600s and 
the consequent absence of physical 
shrines as proof that Mount Graham is 
notsacred. (Onewonders if the Vatican 
would also say that the Mormon holy 
places should be rejected, since Mor- 
monism dates from the 1830s, or, like- 
wise, if Moslem sites should recieve less 
respect for being 400 years younger 
than Christianity!) Apache stories put 
them there since rime immemorial. As 
/hunter-gatherers, the Apache were not 
likely to leave much behind in terms of 
physical archeological evidence of th eir 
givilization. ~ 

An Apache delegation going to 
Eruope in May is hoping to break past 
an information stop gap that may be 
protecting the vested interests in the 
project and get a message to the Pope. 
When in Phoenix in 1987, Pope John 
Paul II told Native Americans to "keep 
alive your culture. " Five years later, the 
Vatican, on behalf of the University of 
Arizona, has entered into a lawsuit 
opposing Native American religious 
freedom on Mount Graham. (The 
Apache survival Coalition received two 
days notice of a change of judge in the 
case to Robert Broomfield, who ruled 
against the Arizona Five, and of the 
AU/Vatican's decision to intervene in 
the lawsuit.) Catholics and others 
should be outraged at the hypocritical 
and disrespectful position of the 
Vatican Observatory. 
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Help Needed in 

Connecticut 

Valley 

Dear Fellow EFlers 

This is an open letter to you all 
from Connecticut Valley EF! I'd first 
like to apoligize if there's anyone out 
there that didn't receive a response to 
your letters or if it took a long time... 

What in itially was a very active 
group is now me.... The original Con- 
necticut Valley EF! focus of the Glacial 
Erratic, Salmon Revival Run, and 
Greylock Glen brought many consis- 
tently interested people together. But 
it always took one organizer to keep it 
going, and my companions have scat- 
tered to do other important Earthwork. 
I've remained but changed my focus to 
personal and school goals. I would 
love to see CVEF! become more than a 
name and I'd like to be a big part of 
that, but in fairness to you and the 
Earth, I want to ask for some commit- 
ted people with energy to work with. 

I'll be away this summer, but 
I'll still be receiving mail at POB 328, 
Shelburne Falls, MA 01370. Please con- 
tact me (Lorena Loubsley) if you are 
interested in organizing regular meet- 
ings. The bioregion has many issues 
that need attention (national forests, 
biodiversity advocacy, state forest mis- 
management, Quabbin Resevoir, James 
Bay, PAW support, etc). When the 
Erratic moved to New Hampshire I lost 
my connection — never got put on the 
mailing list 'cuz I used to put the thing 
together. So look me up at CVEF! I'm 
ready to work again, but need help 
from all of you out there. 

— Lorena Loubsley 


Wild Orcas Still 
Dying in 
Captivity 

Early Saturday morning of the 
14th of March 1992, Samoa, a 6000 
pound orca whale, died while attempt- 
ing to give birth. Her calf died also. 
The same week, a 35 day old male orca 
calf, born February 4 to Nootka at 
Canada's Sealand, died. All three orcas 
were "owned" by Sea World. Samoa 
and calf died at Sea World, Texas and 
the unnamed male orca calf died at 
Sealand. He was part of the Tillicum 
purchase and was expected to be 
shipped to Sea World's "care" shortly. 
He never made it. 

According to the Fund for Ani- 
mals, 138 orcas have been captured 
since 1964 for "display" in worldwide 
aquariums. Today, of those 138, only 
35 are still alive. Of 28 known preg- 
nancies in captivity, only 8 have re- 
sulted in successful births. 

Again and again the statistics 
prove, beyond a shadow of a doubt, 
that these magnificent creatures are 
unsuitable for captivity! I once again 
think of comments we keep hearing 
from the marine mammal captivity 
industry of what good care "their" ani- 
mals receive. We hear of the valuable 
research that comes from this impris- 
onment, of how those who speak out 
against these theme parks are "naive 
and uninformed." You certainly 
needn't be a rocket scientist to figure 
out that something is definitely wrong! 
Orcas deserve to be in the wild. We 
must seek freedom for our cousins of 


Trans- Appalachian Power Line to 
Bisect PAW Wilderness Proposal 


In the Central Appalachians 
the endless blue-green ridges of Peters 
and Pots Mountains lie much as they 
did before they became part of the 
Jefferson National Forest. However, 
now they are under a dire threat of 
defilement by a proposal of the Appa- 
lachian Power Company (APCO). 
APCO would build a 765,000 volt line 
across the forest from their Wyoming 
substation in West Virginia to Roanoke, 
Virginia. This line would include gross 
right-of-way clearing, continuous ap- 
plication of herbicides and worst of all, 
fragmentation of the forest. Its bio- 
logic implication in this area of numer- 
ous rare and endangered species and 
great diversity is clear, but unlikely to 
be taken seriously by proponents of 
the line nor by those required to issue 
permits. It would also cross the Appala- 
chian Trail, illustrating that nothing is 
sacrosanct these days. 

The need for the APCO line has 
never been demonstrated. What is clear 
is that APCO sees it as a way of dispos- 
ing of excess power generated in the 
Midwest. It has been and continues to 
be opposed by citizen landowners in 
Virginia and West Virginia who are 
concerned about microwave emissions 
from this line as well as its effect on 
property values. They particularly re- 
sentthe involvement of "experts" from 
local universities such as Virginia Tech 
who are ever-ready to foist megaproj ects 
on these mountains in the mane of 
growthmania. Such experts are only 
too aware of the cash spin-offs from 
projects of this sort. 

Equally galling is the engage- 
ment by the joint Federal agencies 
(Jefferson National Forest and Park Ser- 
vice) of the land-raping consultant firm 


of the Woodward Clyde group of com- 
panies. These consultants represent 
reductionist science at its worst and are 
engaged soley to give a patina of scien- 
tific credibility on the almost inevi- 
table permits issued by the feds. There 
is no indication in the hype being put 
out by the Jefferson that Woodward 
Clyde intend to consider landscape 
ecology or the serious fragmentation 
that would result from the proposal. 

However, all is not lost yet. We 
have the power to influence the com- 
bined Federal Environmental Impact 
Statem'ent that is being prepared. Vir- 
ginians for Wilderness have a lot at 
stake here since we are in the process of 
proposing a Wildemess/Corridor for 
the Jefferson similar to those already 
proposed for the George Washington 
and the Monongahela National For- 
ests and those being proposed for the 
Cherokee and North Carolina Forests 
by SouthPAW. The Jefferson is an im- 
portant link ,as is the Appalachian Trail, 
in the PAW concept. Consequently, 
Virginians for Wilderness are asking 
that the Federal agencies also engage a 
panel of internationally prominent 
conservation landscape biologists to 
examine this proposal. We also urge 
everyone to provide their input to Joy 
Berg, Supervisor, Jefferson National 
Forest, 210 Franklin Road SW, Caller 
Service 2900, Roanoke, VA 24001. Tell 
her to put you on the mailing list for 
information about this disastrous 
project. 

— Source: Bob Mueller, Virginians for 

WILDERNESS 


Montreal EF! Fights Car Culture 


Sorry we didn't let you know 
sooner what we've been doing here in 
Montreal for the past eight months. 
Here we're all well and happy but un- 
fortunately things are moving slowly 
in terms of green direct actions. 
Anyways, here's sort of a list of what 
we've been doing. 

In September '91, we locked 
open a gate that usually closes a bicycle 
path during nights and weekends. 
Because of stupid federal regulations, 
this short section of the bike path that 
passes under a bridge has to be either 
guarded or closed to cyclists. We used 
kryptonites (free publicity) and Ha! ha! 
had a lot of fun. This action was a good 
warm up even though we probably left 
a few fingerprints on the scene of 
the.. .good action. 

In October, we put a banner on 
one of those big signal light racks on 
the Jacques Cartier bridge so people 
coming to the island from the south 
shore suburbs could read its message: 
"L'auto tue ta planete" — Cars kill your 
planet. The banner stayed there for 
almost 3 hours before blue collars re- 
moved it. It was also seen later on the 
news by Teeveehead people. 

Then we took a break in No- 
vember because we had other things to 
do. Nothing more important than 
ecodefense of course! . . . After that break, 
we thought it was time for action again 
and we decided to do something about 
the city's incinerator that swallows our 
daily "non-recycled shit." We decided 
that New Year's Eve was a good mo- 
ment to do our banner hanging from 
the two smokestacks of that incinera- 
tor. Everything went fine putting up 
the banner even though we had to 
change plans because we had a hard 
time getting the other end to the other 
stack. But finally, around 7:30 am, it 
was there, hanging high with its funny 
message across it: Bonne Annee (happy 
New Year) with a skull and crossbones. 

Our major disappointment 
with that action was that we could not 
get a hold of any of those "green" 
journalists in time to come and see the 
banner and maybe talk about it. We 
were sort of disappointed but what the 
elk, thats when we decided not to do 


any more actions that required media 
coverage; plus those banners can end 
up being expensive and we're not that 
rich even though we're educated, as 
the UN pointed out recently. 

In January '92, we wanted to 
do something to celebrate our annual 
Salon de l'automobile, an international 
event that shows how those Ford, 
Honda and GM suckers won't do any- 
thing about our CO-C02 and other 
gases problem. 

On the last day of that show, 
we went in the multi-level parking lot 
and removed a few tire valves. By un- 
screwing two of those valves per car, 
we hope we have neutralized about 40- 
50 cars for a few hours. Better than a 
kick in the butt, but still not enough. 
We would like to see people really try 
harder to reduce gas emmission in the 
city and government invest more 
money to fix a not-so-efficient transit 
system on the island. Have any great 
ideas? 

After that, things really went 
slow for a while, a few graffitis andj 
recently we did some billboard thrash-, 
ing. We've been experiencing difficul-. 
ties with some of our paint bombs thatt 
bounce off some billboards that have, 
plywood as a support for the placard, 
but some really worked well and ru-. 
ined the billboards in a flash. 

Now that the weather permits 
us to spend more time outside and to 
ride our bikes for more than 15 min at 
the time, we have more actions com- 
ing up that will bring us outside and 
around greater Montreal. ..Stablex's 
better watch out! 

As for the RRR, we would like to 
go but it's too far for us to attend that 
very fun event. Don't worry about us 
though, cause we have good naturally 
brewedbeer and we'll polish a few six- 
packs thinking of how much fun you'll 
have. We'll do that on the 1st of July 
(Canada Day, ha! ha!) so think of us 
too. 

We would like to attend the 
next conference meeting to discuss the 
directions the movement will take. 
Hope it won't be so far next year. 

Bio-ly yours, Jersey Bang Bang 
on behalf of the EF! Frogs of Montreal. 


New Group in 
Michigan: Red 
Cedar EF! 

ByJayTatara 

Red Cedar Earth First! is alive, 
and living wild. Our kick off action on 
the National Day of Outrage went fairly 
well. Our hoot and hollers frayed a few 
nerves and the demands we issued 
raised eyebrows in the office and here 
on campus (MSU). 

A developer name Bob Kuras 
wants to build a golf course near Travis 
City on the Crystal River. The regional 
office of the EPA in Chicago said that 
he should not build for the run off 
would affect the wetlands in the area. 
Soon after, Michigan had all our wet- 
land decisions switched to Washing- 
ton. Washington has yet to issue their 
decision. However, this case will set a 
precedent in future cases. 

There has been some specula- 
tion that Gov. Engler is in bed with the 
developers of the Great Lake state — 
and the extremely odd decision to move 
Michigan's wetland decisions out of 
the regional office may confirm that. 
Anyone who has experience in wet- 
land conservation, please write Red 
Cedar EF! B419 Baily Hall MSU, E 
Lansing, MI 40825. 



ALF Raid in 
Alberta 

The Animal Liberation Front 
claims responsibility for a raid early on 
the morning of June 1, at the Univer- 
sity of Alberta's Ellerslie Research Sta- 
tion. We have liberated a total of 29 
cats from this animal prison farm, re- 
moved research documents, and de- 
stroyed research equipment and 
records. Documents show that ap- 
proximately 80,000 animals are vivi- 
sected each year by the University of 
Alberta. Experiments university re- 
searchers inflict on animals include 
sensory deprivation, sleep deprivation , 
exposure to disease, toxic substances 
and radiation. 

The Animal Liberation Front 
believes that all animals have an inher- 
ent right to live their lives free from 
human interference. 



BOOK REVIEW 


The Warrior's Way 


Border Crossing: A Psychological Perspec- 
tive of Carlos Castaneda's Path of Knowl- 
edge, by Donald Lee Williams, Inner 
City Books, 1981. 


By Don Smith 

After many years as an activist, 
I have come to the conclusion that 
radical and progressive political change 
will not come about without an equal 
change in the way we inwardly experi- 
ence life. Obviously, you might say? 
Alternative lifestyles and conscious- 
ness, perhaps even communal living 
and blowing up the TV and just gener- 
ally rejecting our cultural norms all 
reflect a way we inwardly experience 
life differently from the conventional. 
But what I have in mind is something 
more radical. It has more to due with 
how we experience life from the inside 
out — a deeper ecology’. 

Nowhere is this experience 
more accessible to me than when I 
pack into the wilderness alone, aban- 
doning trails to bushwhack cross-coun- 
try, where I'm inevitably confronted 
by my solitude. Without the usual 
conscious shield provided by my rou- 
tine thoughts and activities, my usual 
environment and my friends, I'm left 
with an unfamiliar vulnerability, prey 
to unconscious images and fears which 
are normally repressed. It is for this 
reason that some people fear being 
alone, especially in a forest or in an 
foreign country. I enter remote areas 
in the wilderness in part for this expe- 
rience, to confront the unknown that 
lies in waiting in my unconscious, to 
welcome the images, the feelings, and 
the fears. 

While I attempt to experience 
the unconscious for moments and 
sometimes longer during my everyday 
life, no place provides a better setting 
for this than wilderness. The univer- 
sality of nature provides me with the 
opportunity to truly experience my- 
self. It is there that my consciousness 
meets my unconscious, where I'm truly 
confronted by my Self. Having re- 
cently read Border Crossings: A Psycho- 
logical Perspective of Carlos Castaneda's 
Path of Knowledge, by Donald Lee Wil- 
liams, 1 understand more fully the sig- 
nificance of the everyday experience of 
the unconscious, and why in our cul- 
ture consciousness is given preemi- 
nence over the undervalued uncon- 
scious. 

Williams is a Jungian therapist 
who has provided us with a psycho- 
logical study of Carlos Castaneda's 
works concerning his apprenticeship 
with don Juan, a Yaqui Indian shaman 
whom he first met in 1960. In 1968, 
Castaneda published The Teachings of 
Don Juan, the first in a series of six 
books. Castaneda's don Juan, in the 
words of Williams, provides "us with 
images of the process of turning to the 
unconscious for self-knowledge, for 
transformation and for an enduring 
relationship to the timeless realm of 
the psyche." This review of William's 
book primarily focuses on one chapter 
dealing specifically with being a war- 
rior, while also including a supporting 
perspective of my own. 

Castaneda's later books were, 
A Separate Reality; Journey tolxtlan; Tales 
of Power; The Second Ring of Power; and 
The Eagle's Gift. According to Wil- 
liams, don Juan, living in the north 
central mountains of Mexico, repre- 
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sents the "spirit of the American 
Indian, ...the spirit native to this soil 
that would heal the wounds of the 
aged king, the old and worn attitudes 
that continue to rule us." To don Juan, 
the warrior's way, whether that of a 
man or woman, is one of harmony and 
balance between the opposing forces 
of the unconscious and the conscious. 
Following the turns of one's own per- 
sonal fate, one's own personal myth, 
the warrior goes to meet the challenge 
that comes his or her way - and what 
greater challenge before us than the 
fate of the earth. The dialectical rela- 
tionship between a journey into wil- 
derness and the inner search for truth 
may be approached as a ritual. Accord- 
ing to Williams, "In our Western heri- 
tage we lack such rituals for establish- 
ing a relationshipwith the unconscious 
and with the objective earth and its 
inhabitants." 

Williams provides a historical 
example of the balance of opposites, of 
consciousness and unconsciousness, of 
the individual and the earth, of light- 
ness and darkness, by referring to the 
Sioux Indians. Thev understood the 


harmony of opposites, as reflected in 
the symbolism of the pipe. The rich- 
ness of meaning for the Sioux provides 
a stark contrast to the loss of meaning 
in our culture, the loss of symbolism, 
ritual, and a language that can contain 
this meaning and experience. 

To the Sioux, the pipe was a 
symbol of the other world, the eros, the 
irrational, the unconscious, relating 


them to other people, to other crea- 
tures, and to the earth. The pipe was a 
sacred symbol. According to Williams: 

"The pipe establishes peace 
between opposing parties - between 
the ego and the unconscious, oneself 


and one's enemies, heaven and 
earth, spirit and mind." 

For the European Christian, ac- 
cording to Williams, the word at one 
time represented the sacred, a logos 
and cognitive principle that existed for 
centuries, later denigrated in the trea- 
ties with North American Indians, it's 
sacredness no longer existing. Today, 
the word is nearly void of all symbolic 


meaning. Language, subservient to 
the whims of commerce and bureau- 
cratic obfuscation, is now only a shadow 
of it's former self. With the coloniza- 
tion of language the word no longer 
exists as a bridge between the uncon- 
scious and the ego or objective aware- 
ness. Instead it exists as the function of 

the medium of power and money. 

Nearly devoid of positive and 
life giving symbolic meaning and meta- 
phor, the sacredness of the word is lost 
to the seduction of power and money 
— subservient to the state and the 
economy. Clinging to the medium of 
power and money, people have cre- 
ated institutions enforcing cruel and 
capricious relations with one another 
and with nature. Intolerant of weak- 
ness, such a society and its collective 
consciousness is blinded to its own 
vulnerability as individuals, as groups, 
as nations, and as a species; thus we go 
on exerting greater and greater ma- 
nipulation of our environment. Na- 
ture, in all its pristine glory, is incom- 
plete; humans bring nature its whole- 
ness. 

According to don Juan, "clar- 
ity" is one of four enemies of knowl- 
edge. The danger coming from one's 
identification with clarity is to become 
one-sided, favoring the light of con- 
sciousness over the other world, the 
dark unconscious. Overly identified 
with one's clarity, one becomes intol- 
erant of one's own darkness and folly, 
projecting them onto individuals, 
groups, nations, or nature. This occurs 
collectively as well as in individuals. 
The individual, and the human species 
in general, has declared war on the 
earth, on the irrational, on imagina- 
tion, and thus the creativity that wells 
up from the unconscious, or the 
"nagual" as don Juan refers to it. 

For instance, one who is overly 
identified with the rational, with the 
clarity of their conscious views and 
principles, is often intolerant of the 
views of others. Fearful of their fate, 
they come down on those individuals 
with particular views different from 
their own, even if these are people who 
are in general agreement with them. 
Their lack of confidence is compen- 
sated by projecting it onto another. 
Rather than following their heart and 
accepting their own vulnerability and 
the possiblity that their own ideas my 
not be absolutely correct, they defend 
themselves out of disdain for another, 
thus shielding themselves from their 
unconscious motives and their nega- 
tive shadow. Psychological dynamics 

continued on page 38 
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The warrior’s way, whether that of a man or 
woman, is one of harmony and balance between the 
opposing forces of the unconscious and the conscious. 
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Trinkets and Snake Oil 


We're Hurting for Cash! The 
phone company wants us to pay for 
all those calls to Malaysia. The 
landlord wants us to pay our rent. 
And we have those payments for the 
Journal staffs new Lear jet. So we've 
raised the prices of a few items. 
Forward all complaints directly to 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. It's all 
Bush's fault. 

BUMPERSTICKERS 

$1 each, unless otherwise noted 

American Wilderness: 

Love it or Leave it Alone 
Another Mormon on Drugs 
Anti-grazing assortment ($l/doz) 
Boycott Coors "Beer" 

Damn the Corps Not Rivers 
Darwin 

Developers Go Build in Hell ($.50) 
Desert Raper ($.50) 

Don't Like Environmentalists? 

Put Them Out of Work 
Dream Back the Bison, Sing Back 
the Swan 
Earth First! 

Eschew Surplusage 
Fight The Power! 

Hayduke Lives! 

Hunt Cows, Not Bears 
Hunters: Did a Cow Get Your Elk? 
I'd Rather Be Monkeywrenching 
If Your Pecker Was as Small as 
Mine, You'd Need a Muscle 
Wagon Too ($.50) 

I'll Take My Beef Poached, Thanks 
Love Your Mother, Don't Become 
One ($.50) 

Muir Power To You ($.50) 

Native 

Nature Bats Last 
Not Politically Correct 
Oil and Bears Don't Mix 
Pay Your Rent, Work For the Earth 
Pregnancy: Just Another Deadly 
Sexually Transmitted Disease 
Rescue the Rainforest 
Resist Much, Obey Little 
Save the Yellowstone 
Grizzly ($.50) 

Save the Wild 

Stop the Forest Service, 

Save Our Wild Country 
Stop Clearcutting ($.50) 

Subvert die Dominant Paradigm 
Think Globally, Act Locally 
Visualize Industrial Collapse 
Solves, Not Cows 

Window stickers 

h*rth First! Fist 4/$l 
B t Careful With Chainsaws: Only 
Yop Can Prevent Clearcuts 4/$l 
defend the Wilderness 4/$l 
D 0n't Delay — Do It Today 4/$l 
* Screw Smokey 2/S1 
N °Cdws 6/$l 

SI tENT AGITATORS 
^ Fist 30/$ 1.50 
B °ycott Coors 10/11.50 
T <*% 30/$ 1.50 

P *tCHES 
Tfl Fist $3.50 
Eat *h Police $3 

CAPs 

Wo Odland Camo $10 
De $firt Camo $10 
Tan jio 


T-SHIRTS 
All 100% cotton. 

Sizes currently in stock are 
indicated. 

EF! Fist 

Short slv, black on green, 
all sizes $11 
Short slv, black on red, 
all sizes $11 

Short slv, multi-color on black, 
L&XL, $12 

Defend the Wilderness 
Short slv, black, all sizes $11 
Long slv, black, all sizes $13 
Free the Earth 
Short slv, turquise, S&XL $12 
Short slv, lavender, S $12 
Short slv, fuchsia, S $12 
No Fucking Compromise 
Short slv, black, M,L&XL $11 
Don’t Tread on Me 
Short slv, unbleached organic, 
L&XL $14 

Short slv, watermelon, S $12 
Short slv, black, S $12 
EF! Tools 

Short slv, unbleached organic, 

L&XL $12 

Short slv, tan, S $10 

Short slv, It. blue, S $10 

Griz and Cubs 

Short slv, It. blue, S&M $13 

Long slv, It. blue, S&M $16 

Canyon Frog 

Short slv, gray, S $12 


BOOKS 

Wilderness On The Rocks 
Wolke $15 
Earth First! Reader 
Davis $14.95 
Waste of the West 
Jacobs $28 

Note: Ecodefense is temporarily out 
of stock. Dave Foreman is in the 
process of selling his rights to the 
book, and no printings will be * 
done until the rights are trans- 
ferred. 


CASSETTES 

Austin Lounge Lizards Creatures 
from the Black Lagoon $9 
Austin Lounge Lizards 
Highway Cafe of the Damned $9 
Lone Wolf Circles Full Circle $10 
Lone Wolf Circles 
Tien a Primer a! $10 
Lone Wolf Circles 
New Tribal Jams $10 
Lone Wolf Circles Wild Ones $10 
Citizen's Band 
Pocket Full of Rocks $10 
Citizen's Band Smash the State 
(and Have a Nice Dav) $10 


Kelly Cranston 
For the Kalmiopsis $9 
Alice DiMicele It's a Miracle $10 
Alice DiMicele Make a Change $10 
Alice DiMicele 
Too Controversial $10 
Scotty Johnson 
Century of Fools $10 
Greg Keeler Songs of Fishing, Sheep 
& Guns in MT $9 
Greg Keeler 

Talking Sweet Bye & Bye $9 
Greg Keeler Bad Science Fiction $9 
Greg Keeler Post-Modern Blues $9 
Greg Keeler Enquiring Minds $9 
Katie Lee Fenced $ 10 
Katie Lee Love's Little Sisters $10 
Katie Lee 

Colorado River Songs $ 10 
Dana Lyons 

Our State is a Dumpsite $6 
Dana Lyons Animal $10 
Beth McIntosh Grizzlies Walking 
Upright $11 

Peg Millett Gentle Warrior $10 
Bill Oliver Texas Oasis $10 
Bill Oliver & Friends 
Better Things to Do S 10 
Cecelia Ostrow All Life is Equal $£ 
Cecelia Ostrow 
Warrior of the Earth $9 
Rainforest Information Centre 
Nightcap $10 
Joanne Rand Home $10 
Joanne Rand Choosing Sides $10 


John Seed, Bahloo & Friends 
Earth First! $9 

John Seed Deep Ecology $10 
John Sirkis The Wild West $9 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz 
Forever Wild $10 
Voices of the New Ecology 
Only One Earth $ 12 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz 
Spirit is Still on the Run $10 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz 
Listen to the Earth $10 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz 
A Kid for the Wild $10 
Glen Waldeck 
Wreckin' Ball Waldeck $10 
The Wallys 

Rainforest Roadshow $10 



An Intelligent Business Opportunity 
Earn Quick Cash — Minutes per Day 


AMEDA 

Anti=Oxidants 


Learn about the HOTTEST new product since 
Vitamin C and how you may benefit from it — 
financially and physically. No investment allowed. 

Call or Write for a FREE Information Kit 

Ameda - Ref.# 28 
107 E First Street 
Wright City. MO 63390 - 11 1 7 

314 . 949.8363 


EARTH FIRST! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 


Make checks out to Earth Firstl or send cash. Mail to Earth Firstl, POB 5176, Missoula, MT 
59806. Allow five weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received in that time). Please 
use a j subscription form when sending in a subscription. 


tz. 

Trinket Description 

Color 

Size 

Amount 
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Name ; 

Street . 

City, State Zip 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Info Needed on California 
Based BIOMYNE INC 

If any EFlers have info regard- 
ing California-based BioMyne Inc., a 
mining company, please send it to me! 
They plan to do more exploratory drill- 
ing in the Sun Valley this summer and 
I'd like to know (for letters to editor, 
politicians, etc.) if they have any his- 
tory of gross mismanagement or lying 
to the public. 

John Pluntze, POB 2711, Sun 
Valley, ID 83353 phone: (208) 622- 
3413 

Earth First! Vancouver 
International Day of 
Action 

August 3, 1992 

Stop the destruction of British 
Columbia's Temperate Rainforests! 

August 3 is BC Day — the per- 
fect day to show your outrage at those 
responsible for the clearcutting of our 
ancient forests. Earth First! Vancouver 
and Victoria are calling on all Earth 
Warriors to focus attention on the BC 
government and the corporations in- 
volved — Fletcher Challenge, 

MacMillan Bloedel, Noranda, Interna- 
tional Forest Products, and all their 
subsidiaries and associated companies. 

This Day of Action will be as 
effective as we make it. Tactics are only 
limited by your imagination ! By work- 
ing together in solidarity we can stop 
the slaughter of our rainforests. 

Ideas and more information 
about the corporations involved and 
what's going on here in British Colum- 
bia is available from EF! Vancouver. 
Get in touch with us as soon as possible 
so we can get information to you and 
you can start organizing immediately. 

Write to: Earth First! 
Vancouver, Box 21421, 1850Commer- 
cial Dr., Vancouver, BC V5N 4AO or 
call David at (604) 294-0566. 

Tree Surgeon Equipment Needed For 
Czechoslovakian Project 

Tree surgeon Shane Stevens and 
forester Kenneth Baldwin, both from 
California, are going to Czechoslova- 
kia on May 24 to teach tree care via the 
Linhart's Foundation Eco-Arts "Rever- 
ence for Life" project. 

They are seeking the immedi- 
ate donation of equipment to outfit 
ten tree surgeons who will learn and do 
urban tree care. Needed are steel-cored 
rope and climbing harnesses, and other 
related equipment — or $ 1 5 ,000 to pur- 
chase it. 

They would also like to take 
Linhart's a computer and modem to 
connect to the APC computer nets, 
plus books on environmental topics 
and soil testing kits. 

Contact Kenneth Baldwin at 
9 1 6-623-3208 or Shane Eagleton at 4 1 5- 
821-7250; fax 415-864-5437. E-mail 
can be sent to aalm@igc.org. 

Friends of 
Clayoquot Sound 
Last Stand For The 
Rainforest 

The Friends of Clayoquot 
Sound and the Temperate Rainforest 


Action Coalition need to you to join us 
for The Last Stand: Rainforest Summer 
'92 in Clayoquot Sound, Vancouver 
Island. 

There will be a nonviolence 
workshop on June 20th at 10 am in 
University of Victoria Upper Lounge. 
A beginners tree-climbing workshop 
will be held June 21st and advanced 
tree-climbing workshops on June 2 7th, 
30th and 31st at the parking lot of 
Mount Doug Park at 10 am. 

Twenty one sites are sched- 
uled to be logged in Clayoquot Sound 
in 1992. Roadbuilding and logging 
have already begun. Despite 13 years 
of lobbying and protest and public 
'consultation' not one tree has been 
protected in Clayoquot Sound. We 
have exhausted all legal options. 

If you are willing and able to 
participate in nonviolent direct action 
in the forests of Clayoquot Sound, get 
in touch with Friends of Clayoquot 
Sound, Box 489, Tofino, British Co- 
lumbia, Canada VOR2ZO. phone (604) 
725-4218. For information on work- 
shops, call 385-5646. 

Fund For Wild Nature 
Seeking New Board 
Members 

The Fund for Wild Nature, for- 
merly the Earth First! Foundation, needs 
a few new members for our Board of 
Directors. We're looking for fresh ideas 
and fundraising abilities. We're a non- 
profit funding source for activists in 
pursuit of big wilderness, biodiversity, 
and ecosystem restoration. We ad- 
vance the ecocentric view that humans 
are an important but not necessarily 
dominant part of nature. 

Our focus is on grassroots ac- 
tivism. We offer financial support to 
individuals and small groups on the 
front lines of defense of wild nature. 
We think that existing power struc- 
tures are an integral part of the prob- 
lem; hence, we don't fund lobbying or 
influence-brokering or similar activi- 
ties, nor do we spend money on mas- 
sive direct-mail campaigns. In addi- 
tion, we pay no salaries; most of our 
money goes to dedicated volunteers 
who, because of their uncompromis- 
ing dedication to the defense of Earth's 
ecosystems are unable or unwilling to 
get help from mainstream foundations 
or corporations. Members of our Board 
of Directors are themselves active in all 
aspects of ecocentric education and 
activism. 

We favor innovative ways to 
educate those unfamiliar with the ur- 
gency of the threats to the health of the 
planet. As a result, we look for projects 
that are both activist and radical in the 
truest sense of the word — ie, that go to 
the root of the problem. We try to act 
quickly to get start-up money where 
it's most needed. We've funded activ- 
ists near you, and also as far away as 
Poland. 

We get our money from people 
like you who give freely to support 
defenders of the Earth. The greater part 
of our revenue comes from individuals 
who donate between $20 and $200, 
but other foundations help fund our 
work also. We're lean and our over- 
head is modest; a higher percentage of 
our donations goes to projects than 
just about any other funding source 
you can name. 

Contributions to the Fund for 
Wild Nature are fully tax-deductible. 
We incorporated in 1982, and shortly 
thereafter were awarded 501(c) (3) non- 
profit status by the IRS. We frequently 
grant fiscal sponsorship to individuals 


and organizations who need an um- 
brella to raise their own funds. 

If you agree that it's time we all 
started putting our surplus back into 
the Earth, then we invite you to help us 
support front-line activism. If you want 
to join our Board of Directors, send us 
a letter of interest and tell us some- 
thing about yourself, for a copy of our 
annual report, submission guidelines, 
Board of directors list, or other infor- 
mation, drop us a line. 

Fund for Wild Nature, 

POB 1683 Corvallis, OR 97339. 

(503) 752-7639. 


Mining Poll Conducted By 
Northern Plains Resource 
Council 

The Northern Plains Resource 
Council conducted a poll of Montan- 
ans to find out opinions concerning 
the reform of the 1872 Mining Act. 
*88% support updating the patenting 
provision of the 1 8 72 Mining Law that 
allows mining companies to buy pub- 
lic lands and hard rock mineral rights 
for $2.50 to $5.00 per acre. 

*60% agree that the 1872 Mining Law 
needs to be updated because the law 
does not require royalty payments and 
because the patenting fees have not 
been changed in 100 years. 

*77% thought hard-rock mining should 
be regulated at least as strictly as coal 
mining. 

*75% believe that mining should not 
be allowed in certain areas if it will 
permanently damage other important 
natural resource values. 

*78% oppose granting mining compa- 
nies exemptions to the Montana Wa- 
ter Quality Act's provision against al- 
lowing any degradation of the state's 
waters. 

—SOURCE: THE PLAINS TRUTH 

Western Shoshone 
Plan Ceremony at 
Nevada Test Site 

The Western Shoshone Na- 
tional Council and the local Anti- 
Nuclear Alliance call for and indig- 
enous Forum and Ceremony at the 
Nevada Test Site in Las Vegas, October 
2-12, 1992. 

Oct. 2-4 Indigenous Peoples' Forum 

Oct. 5 Demonstration at the Test Site 
Operations Office 

Oct. 5-9 Join European Peace Pilgrim- 
age and Walk Across America for 
Mother Earth for the 65 mile 

completion of their 3000+ mile, 8- 
month walk. 

Oct. 6-12 Nevada Test Site Encamp- 
ment 

Oct. 10 Native-led Healing Cer- 
emony 

Oct. 1 1 Multi-cultural Rally and Mass 
Nonviolent Action 

Oct. 12 500 Years Commemoration. 

For more information contact: 

Western Shoshone 
National Council, 

POB 140115 
Duckwater, NV 89314 
American Peace Test 
POB 26725, Us Vegas, NV 89125 


phone (702) 386-9834 

Citizen Alert 

POB 1681, Us Vegas, NV 89125 
phone (702)648-8982 
Nevada Desert Experience 
POB 4487, Us Vegas, NV 89127 
phone (702) 646-4814 
Healing Global Wounds 
POB 4082 

Us Vegas, NV 89127. 


The 

Warrior Way 

continued from page 36 

of this sort plague our "movement' 
with in-fighting over moral and even 
tactical questions. As the rude shaman 
Bob Marley wailed, "emancipate your- 
self from mental slavery, none but our- 
selves can free our mind." 

For don Juan, it is not that we 
abandon the rational or consciousness; 
to do this is to be at the mercy of the 
collective shadow forces of our society, 
namely, the government's penetration 
into every aspect of our lives and the 
fetish of the exchange economy. Nor 
do we disavow power for to do so is to 
live a partial lite, not the life of a 
warrior who balances opposing forces. 

According to Williams, the war- 
rior "seeks to live in relation to his 
totality, or to what Jung called the 
archetype ["the collective universal 
patterns or motifs which come from 
the collective unconscious and are the 
basic content of religions, mytholo- 
gies, legends, and fairytales."] of the 
Self ["The archetype of wholeness and 
the regulating center of the personal- 
ity. It is experienced as a transpersonal 
power which transcends the ego, e.g. 
God"]. To indulge in a negative, per- 
sonal complex, that is, an energized 
and emotionally charged set of ideas or 
images emerging from the unconscious, 
is to disavow the power of the "devil's 
weed" and the objective awareness ol 
one whose bridge to the unconscious is 
in place. Hence, the consciousness ol 
the warrior speaks to his or her in- 
stincts, the unconscious psychic sot 
on which thousands of years of otn 
tribal ancestors left its indelible im 
print of ritual and myth. 

The warrior enters into dialogu< 
with the archetypal forces of the un 
conscious, in dreams, active imagina 
tion, visions, and one's experience o: 
nature's universality when in the wil 
demess. The warrior knows his wile 
man, or wild woman as the case ma] 
be. She speaks to and recognizes th< 
power of the other world, the ally tha 
lies within the unconscious. In fact, hi 
or she has developed a conscious rela 
tionship with the Self and it's ally 
whether the ally be a coyote, a wise ol< 
woman or an inner child. The path o 
knowledge neither denies nature am 
instinct, home to the ally, nor does i 
disavow the primacy of consciousnes 
and objectivity. In only this way cai 
we love nature, both within and with 
out. And only in this way can we lov 
the earth. The earth is our fate. 

Williams provides a valuabl 
book in providing a psychological stud 
of don Juan, and thus our understanc 
ing of everyday life and nature. Havin 
only touched upon a small portion c 
the core of this book, I would encou 
age all of you who have not taken 
look at Castaneda's books to give thei 
a try. And by all means, gives Bord 
Crossings a look too. 



Canada 

Alberta 

Wild Alberta EF! 

Box 6124S 

Brentwood Postal NW 
Calgery AB T2L 2K6 

British Columbia 

Boreal Owl 

Box 10S3 

Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 

Paul Watson 

POB 48446 

Vancouver, BC V7X 1A2 
(604) 688-SEAL 

Terra Prima/W Canada EFI 

POB 6491 Depot 1 
Victoria, BC V8P 5M4 

Vancouver EFI 

Box 21521 

1850 Commercial Drive 
Vancouver, BC V5N 4A0 

Ontario 

EF! Ottawa 
Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, ONT K1S 5H8 
Quebec 
EF! Montreal 
BP 42048 CPJ-Mance 
Montreal Quebec H2W 2T3 

Mexico 

Mexico City EF! 

Joe Keenan 
Apdo. Postal 22-146 
14000 Mexico DF 
(5) 665-1610 
Mexico 


Alaska 
Alaska EF! 

Wally World 
Michael Lewis 
POB 670647 
Chuglak, AK 99567 
Arizona 
Phoenix EF! 

Mike or Terri 
POB 8795 
Phoenix, AZ 85066 
(602) 276-2849 
Tucson EF! 

AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412 
Tucson, AZ 85722 
California 

Volcano EF! 

J. Sten I-ayman 
POB 1475 

Sutter Creek, CA 95685 
(209) 223-2965 
Glenn M. Brown 
1801 Sonoma St. #381 
Vallejo, CA 94590 
Bay Area EF! * 

Bay Area Hotline 
(415) 949-0575 
Karen Pickett 
POB 83 

Canyon, CA 94515 
San Francisco EF! 

POB 411233 
San Francisco, CA 94141 
Lifeweb 
POB 20803 
San Jose, C.A 95160 
Santa Cruz EF! 

Karen DeBraal 
POB 344 

Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-8094 



rmagedrion 
o ER United Kingdom 
Cazenove Pd 
union N16 6PA UK 
Biodiversity Project 
)B 3B2, 

wider, ( o 80307-31 12 
Direct Action Fund 
'>B ? Ill 

jnyori, CA 94516 
10) 376-7329 FAX 631-7958 
Ec o-V ideograph e/ F,G R & 
Genetic Alert 
IB 2183 

srkely, C’A 94702 

Grizzly Bear Task Force 

OB 6151 

or, emati, MT 59715 
(radian Grizzly Bear 1 1 
ax 6124$ 

tentwood Postal NW 
algarv AB T2L 2K6 
Journal 

OB 5176 


Tucson, AZ 85703 
160.".) 758-31 17 
Fund for Wild Natur 
P081683 
c orvaUU, OR 9733V 
Hunt Saboteurs 
/j IV -1/7 
POB 67121 
Scotts Valley, CA 95 
I408I-H7-H631 
t leans 1 isk lores 1 
c/o Ridlev 
30<) (lioadw.iv SIT-2 
san Francisco, CA W 


POB 6733 


(406) 587-J 
Redwood At 
Box 208 


Orange County EFI 
POB 28318 
Santa Ana, CA 92799 
Mike Saltz, Jr 
Western Wolves Infoletter 
18032-C Lemon Dr #127 
Yorba Linda, CA 92686 
Lake Tahoe EFI 
Bill Peterson 
POB 8934 

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96158 
Tahoe EFI 
Box 613077 

South lake Tahoe, CA 96152 
(916) 541-0465 
Dave Wheeler 
POB 1398 

Sugarloaf, CA 92386 
(714)585-7160 
Coyote Creek Greens 
POB 1521 
Cypress, CA 90630 
I os Angeles EF! 

POB 4381 

North Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 
Baja Ecotopia EFI 
POB 33663 
San Diego, CA 92163 

Colorado 

Walkabout 
POB 1166 
Boulder, CO 80306 
Scott Sala 
1141 Emerson St. 

Denver, CO 80218 
Gunnison EF! 

Gietchen Ulrich/Dewey Groover 
POB 5916 WSC 
Gunnison, CO 81231 
(303)943-2354 or 
(303) 641-5329 
San Juan EFI 

Dan Johnson/Chris Martin 
POB 3204 

Durango, CO 81302 
(303) 385-4518 or 
(303) 259-4577 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101 
Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
Lite Wild Ranch Review 
c/o Tim Haugen 
POB 81 

Gulnare, CO 81042 
Lee Turner 

POB 1025 W Elizabeth# E-2 17 
Fort Collins, CO 80521 
(303) 491-2530 

Florida 

Big Bend EF! 

Mary Allgire 
POB 20582 
Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Perdido Bay EF! 

Corbin McMulin 
410 W Blount St 
Pensacola, FL 32501 
Florida EFI 
Wiregrass 
POB 13864 
Gainesville, FL 32604 


Pan 

c/o 1507 Edgevale Rd 
Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
Canebrake EF! 

The Rattler Tattler 
POB 6106 

Palm Harbor, FL 3484-0706 
Big Cypress EFI 
1938 Hollywood Blvd, 2nd fl. 
Hollywood, FL 33020 

Georgia 

Students for F.nv. Awareness 
Tate Student Center U of GA 
Athens, GA 30602 
Kids for Konservation 
POB 885 

Athens, GA 30601 
Paul Beck 
3654 Old Ferry Rd 
Martinez, GA 30907 
(404) 855-6426 

Hawaii 

Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031 

Makawao, HI 96768 
(808) 572-2546 

Idaho 

IAOT 
POB 1360 

Priest River, ID 83856 

Illinois 

Chicago EFI 
POB 6424 
Evanston, 1L 60204 
Great Lakes EF! 

Don Luebbert 
4435 Highland 
Downers Grove, IL 60515 
(708) 969-2361 
Southern Illinois EFI 
POB 90 

Glen Carbon, IL 62034 
(618) 692-3246 
Shawnee EFI 
913 S. Illinois 
Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 
Iowa 

Tallgrass Prairie EFI 
Hal Rowe 
POB 305 

Iowa City, IA 52244 
(319) 354-6674 

Kentucky 

Erik Dellahousay 
455 Ed Howe Rd 
MunfordviUe, KY 42765 
(502) 531-6703 

Maine 

Maine F.Ft 
Bill) Barker 
POB 507 

North Waterboro, ME 04061 
(207) 247-4112 
Solon EFI 
Michael Vernon 
RFD 1 Box 4025 
Solon, MF, 04979 
Maryland 
Chesapeake EFI 
POB 184 

Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732 
(301)855-4241 


Anacostia EFI 
3912 Longfellow St. 
Hyattsville, MD 20781 
(301) 779-1740 

Massachusetts 

Connectlcutt Valley EFI 
POB 298 

Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 
Alan (Atticus Finch) Goldblatt 
66 Wendell St. 

Cambridge, MA 02138 
(617) 876-1750 

Michigan 

Red Cedar EF! 

4270 Eastgate 
Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
Val Salvo 
POB 02548 
Detroit, MI 48202 
(313) 831-6800 

Minnesota 

Minnesota EF! 

Kent Jones 
Box 7448 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

Missouri 

Missouri EFI 
POB 189 

Pacific, MO 63069 
Sue Skidmore 
POB 681 JF 

Springfield, MO 6S801 
Annie Magi 11 
POB 5905 

Kansas City, MO 64111 
Ray O McCall 
Rt. 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 

Montana 
North Fork EFI 
POB 271 

Hungry Horse, MT 59919 
Keep It Wild! 

POB 1121 

Whitefish, MT 59937 
Wild Rockies EF! 

Wild Rockies Review 
Milton Slummer 
POB 9286 

Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 
Yellowstone EF! 

Randall Restless 
Box 6151 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-921 1 

Nebraska 

Buffalo Bruce 
HC 74 Box 76 
Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

Nevada 

Great Basin EFI 
Jonas Prida 
POB 48 

Yerington, NV 89447 
(702) 463-2954 

New Mexico 

Northern NMEFI 
Ginger Quinn 
POB 5170 
Taos, NM 87571 
(505) 758-5550 


Hawk 
POB 661 

Angel Fire, NM 87710 
New Mexico EF! 

Act Like an Earthquake 
POB 12896 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 
(505) 873-0299 
Greater Gila Biodiversity 
Project 

POB 128.35 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 

New York 

EF! Susquehanna-Chenango 
Bioregion 
The Bear 
224 Bevier St 
Binghamton, NY 13904 
(607) 724-0348 

Greater Adirondack Bioregion 
1125 Phoenix Ave. 
Schenectady, NY 12308 
Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St. 

New York, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244 
Long Island EFI 
POB 812 

Huntington, NY 1 1 743 
(516) 424-6499 

North Carolina 

South PAW 
Rodney Webb 
POB 3141 

Asheville, NC 28802 

Ohio 

Black Swamp EF! 

Michael & Margery Downs 
1117 1/2 N Erie St 
T oledo, OH 43604 
Ohio Valley EFI 
Brian Hagemann 
POB 21017 

University of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221 
Clint Holley III 
28410 S Bridge Circle 
Westlake, OH 44145 
(216) 892-7891 
Oregon 
Stumptown EFI 
POB 13765 
Portland, OR 97213 
(503) 231-0207 
Southern Willamette EFI 
POB 10384 
Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 343-7305 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 1846 

Cave Junction, OR 97523 

Pennsylvania 

Allemong Bioregion EFI 
POB 1689 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
Alleghany Biodiversity! 

POB 6013 
Pittsburg, PA 15211 
(412) 531-7705 
Dave Hafer 

Edward Abbey Hiking Society 
POB 65 

Lewisburg, PA 17837 
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Antoinette Dwinga 
842 library Ave 
Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 
RD #4 23 7- A Elk Lake 
Montrose, PA 18801 
(717)278-1396 
South Carolina 

Southern Appalachian EF! 
Buddy Newman 
Unicom Hills Farm 
Sunset, SC 29685 
(80.3) 878-2234 

Texas 

Llano Estacado EFI 
POB 4733 
Lubbock, TX 79409 
(806) 747-3552 
William Larson 
9122 Oak Downs Road 
San Antonio, TX 78230 
(512) 342-2520 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 3, Box 114 
Cleveland, TX 77327 
EFt Austin 
POB 7292 
University Station 
Austin, TX 77327 
Utah 

Wild Utah EFI (WOOF!) 

POB 510442 

Salt Lake City, UT 84151 

Vermont 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
Anne Petermann 
POB 804 

Burlington, VT 05402 
(802) 658-2403 
Preserve Appalacliian 
Wilderness (PAW) 

Buck Young 
Box 52A 

Bondville, VT 05340 
(802) 297-1022 
Two Rivers EFI 
POB 85 

Sharon, VT 05065 

Virginia 

Virginia/DC EFI 
Robert F. Mueller 
Rt. 1, Box 250 
Staunton, VA 22401 
(703) 885-6983 
Appalachian EF! 

Appalachian Econnection 
Ernie Reed 
POB 309 

Nellysford, VA 22958 
(804) 361-9036 
UVA EF! 

2303 JPA 

Charlottesville, VA 22903 
Virginia Highlands, EFI * 
c/o Brenda Vest 
POB 40 

Goshen, VA 24439 
Washington 
Shuskan EFI 
Tony Van Gessel 
POB 773 

Bellingham, WA 98227 
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EFIers confront 
Scamoco in CO 


STORMS 
BREWIN' 
IN B.C. 


by Dennis Fritzinger 

The post-Rendezvous action began 
in the early hours of July 6. Three 
Earth First! ers locked themselves to 
Amoco's Durango Operations Cen- 
ter office, two at the front door and 
one at the only gate. The first wave 
of about 10 support people arrived 
around 8 a.m. 

Soon after we got there, a 
single cop gave us our first warning 
to disperse. We circled up and pre- 
tended to discuss his proposal, hop- 
ing the second wave would arrive in 
time. It did. About 75 protesters 
formed a formidable protective circle 
around the EF!er at the gate, who 
looked charming in the fashionable 
Kryptonite lock necklace she was 
wearing. 

As more people continued 
to arrive, we grew to a crowd of 
about 125. We split up, with some 
going to the front door while the 
rest remained at the gate. To the 
delight of the crowd, musicians ser- 
enaded the protesters who had 
locked themselves in place. 

At issue was Amoco's deci- 
sion to explore for methane (natu- 
ral gas) in the HD hills. Just explor- 
ing the site, let alone developing it, 
would seriously disrupt wildlife. 
Furthermore, it wouldn't be eco- 
nomical for Amoco if they didn't 
continued on page 1 7 



DURANGO HERALD/VALERIE WIGGLESWORTH 


"Monkeywrenching campaigns defi- 
nitely need to increase in the B.C. 
rainforest, as well as in the corporate 
domain. " 

Vancouver Earth First! Action Alert 

Vancouver EF! has declared August 
3 International Day of Action. To 
quote further from the Action Alert: 
"The rainforest situation in British 
Columbia is critical. People through- 
out the province and everywhere 
are getting angrier as the last of the 
old growth is clearcut into oblivion. 

"What will end this mad- 
ness? Petitions have not worked. 
Rallies and demonstrations have not 
worked. Road blockades and tree 
sits have slowed them down, but 
not by much. What will work? We 
must continue with all these cam- 
paigns simultaneously, but we must 
also take this struggle much more 
seriously." 

Naturally, the industry sees 
it differently. In an article in the 
Vancouver Sun titled, "Firms Face 
Threats of 'Terrorism,' forest com- 
panies braced for Earth First! cam- 
paign" (July 13, 1992), forest com- 
panies are reported to be "stepping 
up security after a radical group that 
advocates industrial sabotage called 
for an 'International Dav of Action 
continued on page 24 


CLEARCUTS & 
RACE RIOTS 


by Chris Keyser 

The latest yuppie craze is trampling 
.through clearcut forests foraging for 
exotic mushrooms. This I discov- 
ered on a weekend when my home- 
town of Los Angeles had exploded 
in blazing rage, torment, and de- 
spair in the wake of a racist verdict. 

As Berkeley's "progressive" 
City Council imposed the city's first- 
ever curfew, I fled to the Sierra to 
take refuge from the human mad- 
ness and salve my anguish in Mother 
Nature's healing powers. Having 
grown up with "L.A.'s finest" dur- 
ing the Watts riots and Vietnam 
War protests, I wanted no part of a 
likely confrontation with police state 
powers. 

But the chainsaws of greed 
and insane profiteering had pre- 


ceded me to El Dorado National 
Forest, ravaging the woods like a 
heat-seeking stealth bomber. Un- 
wittingly, I stumbled into the worst 
environmental devastation I had 
ever witnessed — a war zone rivaling 
smoldering Crenshaw Boulevard 
600 miles to the south where I took 
the 1970 census a lifetime ago. 

It was here in Stump City off 
Highway 50 below Lake Tahoe that 
members of the Mycological Soci- 
ety of San Francisco had set up camp 
to hunt for choice morel mush- 
rooms. These crinkly nut-like gems 
sprout up in the mountains when 
the snow melts each spring, favor- 
ing ground that has been disturbed 
by forest fires, logging, or other ac- 
tivities. Ever since my friend James, 
a former chef at the Zuni Cafe, 

continued on page 26 


Freddy's 
own private 
Idaho 

by Ramon 

Near the River of No Return and 
Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness Areas 
are 160,000 acres of heretofore 
roadless and unlogged wild forest. 
This area is part of the largest ex- 
panse of wild unroaded forest in the 
lower 48 states. The Forest Disser- 
vice, however, has started road- 
building along the Jersey Jack 
Roadless Area, with about three miles 
of new road already completed. 

Wild Rockies Earth First! has 
set up an encampment nearby and 
is prepared to initiate various mea- 
sures to stop this road. Although 
actual construction has been sus- 
pended as of press time, it could 

continued on page 24 
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EARTH FIRST! 

NO COMPROMISE IN THE DEFENSE OF MOTHER EARTH! 

Subscription is $20 a year 

POB 5176 * MISSOULA, MONTANA 59806 * 406-728-8114 


Journal News 

Dear Journal Readers: 

As you might expect, the Journal 
office was closed during the 
Round River Rendezvous. While 
there, we didn't strain our brains, 
but some discussion on Journal 
issues was necessary. This was 
especially true when folks for- 
mally met to discuss Journal 
policy. As it turned out, the final 
consensus was generally sup- 


ported by all of us. 

The most significant de- 
cision made was to appoint Mike 
Roselle as Editor of the Earth 
First! Journal. We see this as 
simply formalizing what has 
been Mike's role the last two 
issues. Mike works with staff 
through consensus, and with 
humor and a relaxed editorial 
direction. This is a challenge, 
since the staff is a rotating en- 
tity; we often get staffers who 
have never met any of the previ- 


ous members of the collec- 
tive. Our structure requires 
cooperation, and the ability 
to adjust to personalities and 
styles that come with each 
issue. We support the deci- 
sion to appoint Mike as Edi- 
tor. For more details on de- 
cisions made at the Journal 
meeting, read the report in 
this issue. 

Mr. Roselle has taken 
time off to hop the rails to 
Seattle and do some needed 
backpacking in the Olym- 


pics. This issue has been put 
together entirely by the four 
collective members, along 
with the support we have 
come to expect from a few 
individuals who live here in 
Missoula. Mary Lou and Bill 
Bob are especially helpful; 
we'd like to express our 
thanks to them. 

We were impressed by the 
quality and diversity of ar- 
ticles submitted this issue. 


Among the highlights: a 
personal account of a visit 
with the Penan in the threat- 
ened rainforest of Borneo; a 
survey of the ecology of 
Maryland's Savage River re- 
gion; reflections following 
the riots in Los Angeles; a 
biological review of the sta- 
tus of the lynx in Washing- 
ton; and a call for direct ac- 
tion to protect old-growth 
forests in British Columbia. 
And of course, we have ar- 
ticles that arose out of the 
Rendezvous (six no less!). 

The blank wall was 
put together by the Sea 
Shepherd Conservation So- 
ciety. While not an Earth 
First! group, Sea Shepherd is 
something of a sister organi- 
zation. Their contribution 
is appreciated. 

Keep those submis- 
sions coming — and don't 
forget to send photos. 

— The Journal Collective 


Monkeywrench 
Columbus Day! 

The Journal is requesting sub- 
missions for articles, draw- 
ings, graphics and poetry for 
our upcoming Samhain (No- 
vember 1) issue. This edi- 
tion will relate the struggle 
of indigenous people, and 
threats facing all species and 
wilderness, to the myth of 
Columbus Day. The submis- 
sion deadline is October 15, 
1992. 



journal staff hard at work at a hot spring in Idaho. From left: James, Baby Moose, 
Mama Moose, Don, Kristen and Beverly. — Photo by Beverly Chenier 


LUGHNASADH: 

August 1 

Lughnasadh celebrates the cut- 
ting of the first wheat and the 
beginning of the harvest season. 
It is under the auspices of the 
pan-Celtic God Lugh, a young 
and shining god of harvest and 
sun. The Christianized version 
of this feast of first fruits is called 
Lammas, meaning Loaf Mass, 
and is a blessing of the first bread 
made from new wheat or corn. 
The symbology is that of sacri- 
fice and nourishment. 

In industrialized culture 
we are separated both physically 
and emotionally from the kill- 


ing of our food. In failing to 
acknowledge that we kill to eat, 
we also fail to recognize the life 
force and sacrificed individual- 
ity of our food. The ancients 
knew and respected that if the 
tribe was to survive, the corn 
king must die. 

On another level, indus- 
trial society itself could be seen 
as an overripe harvest causing 
rot and pestilence. Making a 
sacrifice to the gods of that which 
symbolizes industrialism would 
be an appropriate ritual com- 
memorating Lughnasadh. 

by Peggy Sue McRae 




EARTH FIRST! 

Lughnasadh 
August 1, 1992 
Vol. XII, No. VII 

Earth First! is published by a collective 
of voices within the Earth First! movement. 
Entire contents are copyrighted 1992, but we 
are pleased to allow reprinting if credit is 
given, except for those articles specifically 
copyrighted by the author. Art, photo- 
graphs, and poetry are copyrighted by the 
individual artist and permission to use must 
be received from them. Earth First! is a forum 
for the no-compromise environmental 
movement. Responsibility rests with the 
individual authors and correspondents. The 
contents do not necessarily represent the 
viewpoint of this newspaper, the Earth First! 
movement, local Earth First! groups or indi- 
vidual Earth Firstiers. 

Although we do not accept the author- 
ity of the hierarchical state, nothing herein is 
intended to run us afoul of its police power. 

Submissions are welcomed and should 
be typed or carefully printed, double spaced, 
and sent with an SASE if return is requested. 
Electronic submissions are even better, ei- 
ther on Macintosh disks or via Econet (send 
to "earthfirst"). Art or photographs (nega- 
tives are best, prints are good, and slides are 
so-so) are desirable to illustrate articles and 
essays. They will be returned if requested. 
Please include explicit permission to reprint 
slides. 

ISSN 1055-8411. Earth First! is indexed 
in the Alternative Press Index. 

For subscriptions, merchandise orders, 
donations, inquiries, general correspon- 
dence, Letters to the Editor, articles, photos, 
etc., send to: 

Earth First!, 

Box 5176, Missoula, MT 59806 
Phone: 406-728-8114 


The Editorial Collective for this Issue: 
James Barnes, Wild Rockies; Beverly 
Cherner, Northern California; Kristen 
Pulkkinen, Maine Coast; Don Smith, 
Mexitana. Miraculous layout assistance by 
Orna lzakson, in Diaspora. Editor Mike 
Roselle was on vacation. 

L'Homme des Negatives: M. Guillaume 

La Fe mm e de Belles Lettres: Mile. Fox 


Poetry Gatherer: Dennis Fritzinger 


Artists in this issue: Abigail Edwards, An- 
drea Caruso & Kevin Russell, Asante 
Riverwind, Beverly Cherner, Claus Sievert, 
Canyon Frog, Colin Mulvany, Erik Ryberg, 
James Barnes, John Jonik, Lone Wolf Circles, 
Michelle Spangberg, Pamela Becker, Peggy 
Sue McRae, Sue Ring, and Valerie 
Wigglesworth/Durango Herald. 

Printed on recycled paper (65% recycled 
fiber, for now, but we're still aiming for 
100 %). 


SCHEDULE 

Earth First! is published 8 times a year on the 
solstices, equinoxes, and cross-quarter days: 
November 1, December 21 or 22 (Winter 
Solstice), February 2, March 21 or 22 (Vernal 
Equinox), May 1, June 21 or 22 (Summer 
Solstice), August 1, and September 21 or 22 
(Autumnal Equinox). Deadlines for articles, 
artwork and ads are three weeks before the 
cover date. The newspaper is mailed Third 
Class before the cover date. Subscriptions 
cost $20 a year. First Class delivery is avail- 
able for $15 extra a year. Surface delivery 
outside the USA is available for $30; airmail 
delivery overseas is available for $45 a year. 

Subscriptions or questions should be 
sent to: Earth Firstl, POB 5176, Missoula, MT 
59806. 
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Population Bomb Is A Dud! I Wish It Were a Dud! 


Steve M. Peterson yond the means of subsistence. In 

fact, "the common people.. .are 
Have you noticed that the quality of themselves the cause of their own 

life of this planet has taken a big poverty .... The society in which 

nosedive? Hunger and famine are they live and the government which 

endemic to many populations. presides over it are without any di- 

Breathing the air and drinking the rect power in this respect..." (Essay, 

water vol. 2, 

can be _ , . .. _ p. 170— 

h a z - ...today population per se is not the i). 
ardous ultimate threat to mankind..." But 

to your con- 

health, trary 

Oil spills defile our beaches and to the simple-minded and class bi- 
wreak havoc on wildlife. Poverty, ased assertions of Malthus, human 
unemployment and homelessness reproductive behavior is very com- 
are increasing. Warfare destroys the plex. It is profoundly influenced by 
lives of millions of people. cultural values, gender relations, re- 

According to some, all of ligious beliefs and standards of liv- 
these social ills can be blamed on a ing. What Gandhi said about the 
single source: overpopulation. role of British Imperialism in India 
While it's probably safe to say that if applies equally to US imperialism 

left unchecked, the population and its neocolonies; namely that if 
would, at some time-in the future, you strip the people of nearly every- 
exceed the Earth's carrying capac- thing meaningful in their lives and 
ity, today population per se is not reduce women to mere breeding 
"the ultimate threat to mankind," factories, population rates will soar, 

as it is commonly portrayed. This Malthus' unscientific no- 
notion became popular in the early tions, especially regarding food pro- 

70s following the publication of The duction, have been proved to be 

Population Bomb, by Paul Ehrlich. dead wrong. In 1798theU.S. popu- 

Actually what this book boils down lation was about 5 million and 

to is nothing but a crock of warmed- there was more than enough food 

over Malthusian stew. for everyone. Today the population 

In his Essay on the Principles is about 250 million and there is still 

of Population, published in 1 798, the more than enough food. This is the 

Reverend Malthus purports to show situation despite the fact that over 

why the poor we shall always have 1 the past 40 years more than four 

with us. He begins by conjuring up ‘ million farms have gone out of busi- 

his most oft-quoted dictum that ness and that every year about one 

while human population increases million acres of farmland are turned 

geometrically, i.e., 1,2, 4, 8, 16, etc.. into highways, housing develop- 

food resources could be expected, ments and factories, 

even under the most favorable of In 1798 the Essay was re- 

conditions, to grow only arithmeti- ceived with open arms by the Brit- 
cally, i.e., 1 ,2,3, 4,5, (Essay; vol. T, p. ish ruling class as it relieved them of 

1-6). Malthus then proceeds to responsibility for the suffering and 
"demonstrate" that the condition poverty of the working class; a time 
of the poor cannot be improved due when the French Revolution was 

to their lack of "moral restraint," spreading seditious ideas about lib- 
which causes them to multiply be- continued on page 28 


by Don Smith crisis in the scheme of things than 

that faced by human poverty and 
Steve Peterson has dusted off an old starvation, though these are serious 
line of thought, lugged it up from matters. 

the cellar, and tossed it onto the So what if we could feed ev- 

table to set us overpopulation eryone. Are we to assume that we 

phobes straight. Ho hum. Do we could also shelter everyone, provide 

have to go through this again? health care, transportation, adequate 

First of all, lets dispense with luxury goods, etc. Are we to assume 

good ole Rev. Malthus. He was an that the quality of life, as defined by 

idiot and his theory of poverty is the amount of accumulated goods, 

bunk. Marx buried him long ago. is to be made available to everyone 

What needs examination is the as- on the same scale as feeding every- 

sumptions made by Mr. Peterson, as one? Get with the program man, the 

reflected in the following statement: problem is overdevelopment, not 

"In 1798 the US population was underdevelopment. Do you 

about 5 million and there was more overstand? 

than enough food for everyone. Putting the earth first means 

Today the population is about 250 putting people's needs in perspec- 

million and there is still more than tive. It means looking at the big 

enough food." No doubt about it. picture, including other life forms. 

We can produce enough food to It means looking at humans from an 

feed the masses in the US, and in the evolutionary perspective rather than 

world for simply a 

ter* "iut we rea lty want more people develop” 
do we re- treading on the earth, even if they mental 

ally want } lave faj/ bellies? perspec- 

to? Do we tive. 

really The 

want more people treading on the problems we face concerning too 

earth, even if they have full bellies? many humans have to do with the 

The thought nauseates me. ecosystem's integrity, with 

Since we do have the indus- biodiversity, with nature's (and this 

trial capacity to feed everyone can it includes people's) evolution. The 

then be assumed that we don't have problems of feeding, clothing, shel- 

an overpopulation crisis? We have tering, educating, training, moving, 

the ability to eliminate poverty and caring for, governing, etc. the masses 

starvation with technological effi- are, albeit important issues, second- 

ciency. But the problem here is all ary to doing our part as a species in 

too obvious to the Earth Firstler. maintaining nature's integrity rather 

What of the rest of creation. Should than destroying it. If we don't do 

the population of humans continue this then all the technological and 

to grow in proportion to the indus- political efficiency that we may at- 

trial capacity to care for all of them? tain is for nought. While I appreci- 

If so, what will remain of wildlife ateMr. Peterson's concerns, this Food 

habitat and of nature that is rela- First perspective just ain't where itls 

tively unimpacted by humans? at. 

What of the increasing emission of Earth First! 

industrial waste. This is the crisis 
the earth faces now, a much bigger 





Dear Shit for Brains, 

Tree spiking is sure a terrible thing to do, 
especially in the tree's point of view. Jesus did not 
think too much of tree spikes, either. We have a 
really bad problem with tree spiking in the San Juan 
Mountains every fall. It seems hunters don't have 
anything to hang things like coats, hats, guns, 
game, pots and pans and grills, so they have chosen 
to put spikes in thousands of trees in every hunting 
camp in our mountains to hang these things on. 
You can hardly lean against a tree in a hunting 
camp without getting the dull end of a spike in the 
back of the head. If someone was to go around to all 
those hunting camps and pull out those spikes each 
year they could go into the recycling business or 
even open up a hardware store. If crucifixion was 
still popular.... Just give the aliens a few years. They 
have a leader in Ron Arnold. Anyway, I think it is 
time we start collecting these $ 1,000 rewards on the 
hunters each fall, as they seem to be the biggest tree 
spikers around. It would be a good revenue to put 
back into saving forests and with all the hunters in 
jail that would help the wild critters a fur piece, too. 

When it comes to so-called progress and 
profit isn't it odd how values get turned around and 
how hypocrisy blossoms? 

— Lost Arrow 

Dear Editor, 

After reading my first issue of Earth FirstI I felt 
that I had to write. I have a few comments regarding 
the Journal itself, and also regarding some of the 
opinions expressed in the March 21, 1992 SFB 
section. 

Let's start with the title of your letters col- 
umn. I find the title "Shit fer Brains" to be vulgar 
and distasteful, as well as all of the other harsh 
language throughout the Journal. I assume that you 
include it because it goes along with the rebellious 
attitude of the EF! movement, or something. What- 
ever the reason, if I hadn't been such a firm believer 
in the EF! goals, I would've never read another issue. 


I like the columns and stories and think that, overall, 
the EF/ Journal is marvelous, but 1 feel that your 
choice of language can only hurt this excellent 
publication . If a person wants to say something, then 
he/she has every right to do so. All I ask is that the 
person carefully consider the impact of the state- 
ment and whether it's conducive to the overall goal. 

Another issue that I would like to address is 
the merging of animal rights with the EF! move- 
ment. I don't understand why some of your readers 
have such a problem with this. They belong to- 
gether! The liberation of animals demands the 
conservation of the habitat that they so desperately 
need, not only for survival, but for happiness and 
prosperity as well. Respect for our fellow creatures 
requires respect for the environment. 

Cordially, 

— Ernie Elkins 

Dear Shit-fer-brains, 

It is the Monday after the three days of the 
Sixth Annual Forest Reformers Conference that took 
place down in Virginia on June 12-14. 1 made it back 
to New York City by 1 a.m. and got a solid four hours 
sleep before I had to get up and clean the six cat boxes 
and head out to work. By the end of the day I was 
ready for a few cold New Amsterdam beers at Wet- 
lands Preserve, New York City's Eco-Saloon down on 
Hudson Street. It was the monthly eco- poetry night, 
so after the third half-priced beer I wrote the follow- 
ing doggerel which I pass on for your fine column. 

BUSH REDEFINES WETLANDS 

There once was a frog from Nantucket 
Whom Bush forced to live in a bucket 
He froggied all day, in the usual way, 

Then said, "Hell! There's no bugs here 
So fuck it. " 

— Dennis 

continued on page 30 
Page 3 Earth First! Lughnasadh 1992 


ROUND RIVER 


A Collective Diary 


BEVERLY, SANTA CRUZ MOUN- 
TAINS, NORTHERN CALIFORNIA: 
About 300 people from throughout 
the U.S., Canada and Europe at- 
tended the 12th annual Earth First! 
Round River Rendezvous (RRR) in 
San Juan National Forest in Colo- 
rado from June 28 through July 5. 
We hefted our stuff down a steep, 
mile-long trail to our site beside the 
Piedra River, bordering the old- 
growth of the Piedra Wilderness 
Study Area. In the narrow river 
valley, we spread ourselves out in a 
long, low-density strip a sensible 
distance from the water, unlike the 
cattle which the Forest Service al- 
lows to befoul the area at random. 

The RRR provided EF! ac- 
tivists with opportunities to 
strategize and stroll, plot and play, 
harangue and howl. We baked in 
the dry warm weather and found 
rejuvenation in the hot spring adja- 
cent to the cold river. 

An article on the RRR writ- 
ten only by me wouldn't reflect the 
diversity of participants' experience. 
Therefore, I compiled the following 
written impressions from 13 ran- 
dom people to add to my own ob- 
servations. I did my best to get 
contributions from folks from many 
bioregions. The location of my 
campsite near folks from the West 
facilitated easy pestering until they 
wrote something, so I ended up with 
almost exclusively West Coast folks. 
Oh well. 

Individual contributions 
have been edited only for grammar 
and punctuation. Each is a snap- 
shot; together they create a repre- 
sentative portrait of the RRR. 

NATASHA, MICHIGAN: My "other" 
and I were traveling the West when 
we read about the EF! gathering on 
the front page of the Denver Post. 


We said "RAD!" We gotta go so we 
called the San Juan rangers from a 
pay phone and they gave us awe- 
some directions!! Dumb Freddies! 
More power to EF!!! 


CHRISTI, AUSTIN, 

TEXAS: What a riot 
getting eight of us up 
here in two cars. As 
decisive as we can be 
face to face with the 
enemy, getting eight 
anarchic EF! friends 
going in the same di- 
rection at the same 
time is like watching 
Keystone cops in ac- 
tion ... Wait a minute, 

Matt's still in the 
bathroom, okay, now tp 

we have six, oh no, k 

Hank's on the phone, ^ 

gotta get oil real soon, 
now we got eight! 

Great let's go! 

This is the 
most perfect Rendez- 
vous ever possible. 

The weather, the 
river, the vibes. The , 

linear arrangement of A 

the camps effects an M 

interesting dynamic. 

Every twenty feet or 
so down the trail you 
meet someone you 
know or should know 
and have to share the 
past year or so ... it 
can take a day to get 
from San Juan to 
Texas. 

Here's to the 
wild drunkies. They 
couldn't drag me 
away from the campfire. Here's to 
the humble menstruals who 
couldn't do the naked amoeba. 


Here's to the probing intellectuals, 
the invigorating workshops, the 
Rainbows who tolerated our preju- 
dice, the mending, the rowdiness, 
the trust, and the renewal. [Editor's 


rh/i 






•p- r 

* at p>-i -ivc^ 


note: "Rainbows" is a reference to 
folks who attended the Rainbow Gath- 


ering, an annual event which was held 
simultaneously in another national 
forest in Colorado; some of the partici- 
pants also came to the Rendezvous.] 

DANIEL, SAN FRAN- 
CISCO BAY AREA: 
I've been going to 
RRRs since 1985 and 
this was possibly the 
most fun I've had yet. 
This Rendezvous re- 
ally felt like our tribe 
. is back together and 
old wounds are heal- 
ing. It was great to 
see so many of the 
people I know to be 
hard-core EF! activ- 
ists, a truly diverse 
bunch of folks, work- 
ing and playing to- 
gether, without the 
petty bickering of 
past. I think we left 
the big egos behind 
us this time. For me, 
the symbolic mo- 
\ ment of this Rendez- 

% vous was when 

Nancy and Kris 
showed up, the so- 
called "old guard" 
reuniting with the 
new. Thelabels aren't 
important. This tribe 
and what we're fight- 
ing for: that's what's 
important. Welcome 
back, folks. 

BETTY CROCKER, SI- 
ERRA NEVADA 
FOOTHILLS: Good 
vibes: The first days 
were consumed with 
reuniting and con- 
necting with comrades I only see 
continued on page 1 6 


Journal Meeting at RRR 


by Gila Trout 

This year's Round River Rendezvous 
is likely to go down in tribal history 
as the happy Rendezvous. The FBI 
agents must have been all depressed 
about how we were liking each other 
and will probably feel obligated to 
try some new divisive shenanigans 
for next year. 

In keeping with that friendly 
spirit, the Journal meeting took only 
five hours to decide that we really 
liked the last two issues of the Jour- 
nal and we would keep everything 
exactly the way it is! Alright, it 
wasn't quite that simple, and for the 
simply curious, I'll elaborate a bit. 

The first good thing we did 
was to get into a fishbowl, which is 
a decision-making structure made 


up of spokespeople who represent 
groups around the country. The fish- 
bowl kept the number of people in 
the meeting manageable, but was 
held within a larger circle. Anyone 
with input from the outside could 
pass a note to a spokesperson, or 
meet with that person during a 
break. Everyone who felt like they 
represented a certain viewpoint or 
bioregion jumped into the middle 
and then, sensitive to the gender 
balance thing and sheer numbers, 
several people stepped back out. 
Spokespeople were individually 
vouched for by at least several other 
people, and all agreed that the 20 or 
so folks in the bowl were a good 
representative group. 

The first and most impor- 
tant item on the agenda was struc- 


ture. You know the issue, right? At 
the Portland activists' conference in 
March it was decided that Mike 
Roselle would move to Missoula and 
act sort of like the editor for a couple 
of issues and see how it worked out. 
Mike, who was absent for most of 
the meeting, had left word that we 
should decide exactly what we 
wanted in terms of an editor or not. 
If we still wanted him to do it, he 
would consider it at that time. 

This all led to a lengthy and 
sometimes painful discussion de- 
scribing the job responsibilities and 
restrictions of a potential editorship, 
preferably one that was an equal 
member of the collective. It soon 
became apparent that this was not 
going to be an easy task. In fact, we 
began to feel a bit like we were 


banging our collective head against 
the proverbial wall. 

Anything we came up with [ 
that satisfied our theories was likely 
to be something that Mike would 
not agree to. Did we want Mike to be 
the editor? The last two issues of the 
Journal were good. But we don't want 
an editor, do we? Some did (you ' 
guess who). Most of us are pretty 
committed to this idea of having a 
rotating collective. On the other 
hand, those nagging issues keep 
coming up: accountability, conti- 
nuity, long-term planning and fol- 
low-up, quick decisions — hard fac- 
tors for a rotating collective. Is an 
editor the answer? It's so... so... 
hierarchical. 

Alright, what's wrong with 
continued on page 17 
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RENDEZVOUS 


Funding Full- 
Time Activism: 

Interview with Syndee 
Brinkman 

Interview by Beverly Cherner 

I hear you asking "Why in hell is there 
an article in here about fundraising?" 
Much as we complain about the evil 
dollar, it is still unfortunately a neces- 
sity in our lives. Syndee presented a 
workshop at the Rendezvous on ways 
to get your income not from a job, but 
from your real work — activism. After 
the workshop, a number of folks thought 
the information ought to be spread 
around, so here it is. Syndee gives work- 
shops throughout the East and Mid- 
west on environmental issues, animal 
rights and social justice. 

Journal: How long have you been 
getting sponsors to fund you as a 
full-time activist? 

Syndee: About five years ago, Dana 
Lyons and I came up with a program 
we called "Adopt-an-Activist." We 
noticed that we had a lot of friends 
sympathetic to what we were doing, 
but who were committed to a main- 
stream lifestyle. They had a family 
or a mortgage. They were commit- 
ted to living in a box and having a 
structured job and they had sub- 
stantial income. And we thought, 
let's entice these people to involve 
them more in our work. We defined 
Adopt-an-Activist whereby people 
would make a one-year commit- 
ment and they would pledge so 
much money or so much of a ser- 
vice per month. Both of us were so 
wrapped up in other commitments 
at the time that we didn't ever de- 
velop it. 

Then about two and a half 
years ago, I put all this stuff on 
paper, 1 was seeking support for my 
work for full-time activism so I didn't 
have to do any other job that was 
defined by somebody other than 
me. I sent a rough draft to about 15 
of my friends to critique. Ididn't ask 
for money from these people; I told 
them I wanted feedback on how it 
came across. And 12 of the 15 sent 
back a critique as well as a monthly 
pledge. 

I thought, my gosh, there's 
really something in this. I started 
getting more confidence because 
other people were encouraging my 
work. A year ago at the Vermont 
Round River Rendezvous, I made a 
personal commitment to ask for fi- 
nancial support from everybody I 
knew who was not an earth worker. 
And I was successful: if I asked for it, 
I got it. A few months ago I decided 
I was going to ask everybody that I 
met whom I could engage in a con- 
versation long enough for us to share 
continued on page 1 6 


Interview: 

What's This About Gender? 


Interview by Don Smith 

The following interview was conducted 
one early evening alongside the Piedra 
River in Colorado during the Rendez- 
vous. I interviewed Kathy Smith of 
Portland, Janice Smith of Berkeley, and 
Roger Smith from San Francisco. Peggy 
Sue Smith from Lopez Island, Wash- 
ington, entered later in the discussion. 
For all of us, this was our first Rendez- 
vous. 

Journal: There seems to be a move 
afoot here at the Rendezvous and 
in EF! to discuss gender issues, as 
reflected in the men’s and 
women's caucuses taking place. 

Janice: Of course. Sexism is so 
pervasive in our society; women are 
not privileged like white men. We 


have to do more work, we have a 
ceiling above us for promotions, 
sexual harassment, you know. There 
is rape, battering, and those are just 
the obvious things. There are more 
subtle things going on. Any group, 
organization, institution, is going 
to bring in that sort of stuff, because 
it pervades society. The women of 
EF! are strong enough to bring up 
those issues and there doesn't have 
to be a women's group to do it. 

Journal : How receptive have men 
been in your EF! group to discuss- 
ing gender issues? 

Janice: The men have been very 
receptive. I think EF! men are a 
bunch of super guys. I'm involved 
in the National Organization for 
Women and Pacifica Radio, and EF! 


men are the greatest. They are quite 
open and understanding, and want- 
ing to learn. Of course, there are 
some who aren't. On the whole, 
I've been impressed. 

Kathy: Women are trying to gain 
some of the power we already have 
and get acknowledgement, and the 
ability to make independent deci- 
sions. There's been a lot of anger 
and it is hard to face those who have 
more powerwith our anger. Alotof 
us are talking about how to own our 
anger and how to deal with it. And 
how to use it effectively. In EF! I've 
found a lot of receptivity to anger 
because it is respected — we all have 
something to get angry about. I've 
found that when I am angry about 
something, I'm given the room to 
continued on page 28 


At the Rendezvous Site, Fruitless Forest 



Fire Fizzles 

by Jim Flynn 

On July 6 after the conclusion of the 
Round River Rendezvous, someone 
set fire to the Rendezvous site in an 
apparent attempt to discredit and 
disrupt the Earth First! movement. 
The fires were started in two previ- 
ously unused fire rings and possibly 
a few other locations as well. 

The blaze was discovered 
within two hours of its onset by an 
EF!er. While the Forest Service was 
slow to respond to the fire itself, 
which was confined to a small area, 
they wasted no time in questioning 
the few remaining Earth Firstlers in 
the area. The following morning, 
the Forest Service issued a press re- 
lease stating that six to eight acres of 
Douglas fir and ponderosa pine were 
burning and that the fire started 
during the Earth First! Rendezvous. 

The Earth First! fire investi- 
gation team determined that in fact 
only 10 orl2 trees burned and that 
the only large tree destroyed was cut 
down by the Forest Service on the 
fire line. The fire appeared to have 
multiple points of origin, thereby 
dispelling the accusation that a fire 
ring was left unattended. Confined 
primarily to the ground, the area 
singed was only about four or five 
acres. 

Within hours of the Forest 
Service's announcement of their 
version of events, EF! responded with 
a press release pointing out that all 
of our fire rings were confirmed out 
two days earlier. EF! reported that 
several people who had not attended 
the Rendezvous were seen heading 
down the trail to the site the evening 
of July 5. This was after the Rendez- 


vous was officially over and the night 
before the fire was discovered. These 
suspicious folk could not be located 
after the onset of the fire. 

Nature ensured the fire was 
out with a bout of rainfall on July 7. 


As of press time, the Forest 
Service is still investigating the cause. 
Their only definite conclusion is 
that the fire was not natural in ori- 
gin. 
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Round River Rendezvous ’85 

Aspens band together 
brigh trunks clear 
moonlight white 

green leaves flutter Vl 9!^ 

trembling energy 

Hermit Thrush sings each ' : 

fresh morning still evening 

flute discipline clear bellvoice 

singing Mind N||p|i 

always there at each end of the day 

Pocket Gopher mending meadow 

turns soil over ? 

heaving clods ” 

works without notice 

allowing air to seep back down 

into cattle-compacted ground 

and the meadow will bloom again 

Abies and Picea 

fir and spruce 

dark sisters and brothers 

move in slow 

under aspen 

sing a stiff needle song in the breeze 
advancing forests 
long cycle energy of hundreds 
of years 

begin to sprout into this place 

leam new names for people plants and animals 

the beat of the chant 

music of the heart 

tug of politics 

discipline of direct action 

cool of stockpond 

heat of sweat 

this wild power r 

wild place ^ 




stand in this meadow 
snowmelt passed 
plants stretch in summer sun 
seeds rootstocks tubers and tufts 
will be waist high and wild 
after we are gone 

green leaf energy 
fluttering flutesongs 
gopher ground actions 
all evergreen steady 

Ed Grumbine 






SALMON SLAUGHTER 

As in a shark frenzy, the men shoved each other, 

Gripped with blood lust, slipping in rank mud. 

They whipped their lines over the roaring water. 

The dark salmon churned in foam. 

Frantic— needing to mate. 

Trapped in the cul-de-sac of the dam and high walls. 
They leapt high and splashed back 
Fighting to stay free and swim upstream 
To fulfill their destiny. 

Hauled out of the water, they lay stinking in log-like piles 
Their red gills gaped. 

Spilled white milt dried on dark shiny skin — 

Wasted. 

► 

And pink round roe splattered the wet boards 
Ignored and trampled. 

Big women were with these men, rooting them on with 
Shiny eyes. 

Though cases and cases of last year’s fish crammed 
their cupboards, 

The atavistic lure of the hunt 
pulled them there. 

For man is compelled to conquer again, and again 
Nature’s innocence. 

Joan Huber 

Huron National Forest 


THIS IS WHERE WE LIVE 

I was enjoying the sunset 
On the twin peaks, from 
A rural road, when a pickup 
Drove by abruptly, and out 
The window, came loud music 
And out the back, rolled a 
Beer can and several papers. 

I drove after the idiot. 

Honking my horn, shaking my fist. 

Yelling, this is where we live 
THIS IS WHERE WE LIVE 

R.J. Neubauer 


Hearst Patties 

2 cups whole wheat flour 
legg 

1 tsp. cumin 
1 grizzly bear terrorist* 
salt 

mix flour, egg, cumin, slowly beat in bear terrorist, pound into patties, boil in oil or rake 
over coals, add salt liberally to wounds. 

*researcher involved in aversive conditioning of bears, such as rubber bullets or red pepper sprays. 



from the kitchen of Eric Holle 
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Low-Down on the Low Life: 

FBI Harassment of Activists Continues 


by Deb Stout 

The saga continues, but this is one saga that may 
indeed be more entertaining on the telly box 
than in real life. 

You may already know about the current 
FBI investigation and series of grand juries target- 
ing animal rights activists, reported in the L itha 
(June 21) issue of the Journal. Government ha- 
rassment continues to escalate. 

The FBI is apparently focusing its efforts 
in Michigan. The grand jury was convened as part 
of an investigation of the Animal Liberation 
Front's raid at Michigan State University in Feb- 
ruary. The office of Richard Aulerich, head of 
mink research, was destroyed by an incendiary 
device, and the facility was vandalized. The uni- 
versity estimates property damage at $125,000, 
not including the thirty years of research which 
Aulerich claims was destroyed. 

People for the Ethical Treatment of Ani- 


have to contact my lawyer, he casually men- 
tioned "getting a subpoena" and asked that my 
lawyer call him. 

Early on July 23,1 heard a loud pounding 
on my door. When I answered it, I was greeted by 
FBI Special Agent Michael Wright and a local 
police officer. They handed me two subpoenas to 
appear before grand juries, the first in Spokane on 
August 1 1 and the other in Grand Rapids, Michi- 
gan on September 1. 

There is a more unfortunate aspect to this 
whole story. Through no fault of their own, my 
parents talked rather openly — they had no expe- 
rience with federal investigators. Like most folks, 
they felt inclined to be polite since they had 
nothing to hide. This is precisely the sort of thing 
that agents are trained to exploit. They recognize 
a parent's love and concern for a child, and I'm 
sure these agents of the state made clear to my 
parents that they were there to help me. 

We need to prepare now to avoid another 


This ain't no game, folks! They're playing 
hardball, and this topic needs to become more 
than a campfire chat. Any of us can be a target — 
think about it. How are we going to support each 
other in the future? What are the best ways to 
build a better community to strengthen our 
movement and its support? Are you prepared for 
a visit from the feds? How about your family? 

I'm hoping this update will spur further 
discussion in upcoming issues of the Journal within 
other groups and between friends. If we are truly 
committed to changing this society, we need to 
seriously address the oppressive reprisals by the 
state. More harassment is bound to follow and we 
have to be ready for it. And if you're not prepared 
to deal, you'd best get out now! 

To my parents: I love you dearly and this 
is not intended to make you feel bad, but to help 
others learn! Thanks to Steven Simmorts of PETA 
for providing me with facts about the MSU raid. 


For more information on federal investigators, grand juries and your 
rights, READ AND DISTRIBUTE “If an Agent Knocks.” It is available 
from the Center for Constitutional Rights, 666 Broadway, New York, NY 
1 001 2; (21 2) 61 4-6464. Individual copies sell for $1 , or 75 cents apiece 
for bulk orders of 50 or more. This basic pamphlet should be read by 
EVERYONE in our movement! 


mals (PETA), an animal rights group, seems to be 
the grand jury's primary target thus far. Two 
PETA employees were subpoenaed and appeared 
before the grand jury in mid-July. Two other 
PETA employees, Ingrid Newkirk and Alex 
Pacheco, were forced to submit fingerprints and 
handwriting samples. 

The ripple effect is beginning to affect 
activists in other areas as well — specifically, me. 
On July 21, MSU Detective John McCandless and 
a local cop (excuse me.. .peace officer) paid a visit 
to my parents' home in Midland, Michigan. They 
asked a lot of questions about Rod Coronado, 
whom the FBI currently is seeking with an arrest 
warrant. They used classic scare tactics to freak 
out my folks, alluding to the fact they thought I 
was involved in the MSU raid. Later that day, Det. 
McCandless gave me a call at home in Montana. 
When I immediately informed him he would 


similar incident in the future. Most of us have 
never dealt with federal investigators, so it's hard 
to take the threat seriously enough to discuss 
with parents and friends. But as a movement, we 
really need to start dealing with reality, meaning 
that this sort of thing is going to occur more 
frequently. We need to begin to make security 
and the FBI a part of our day to day routine so 
nobody is caught off-guard. 

We also need to think about ways to 
support those who are being terrorized by the FBI. 
The bomb that blasted Judi and Darryl caught us 
by surprise; we never anticipated such a disgust- 
ing act of violence. People are sitting in jail in 
Arizona thanks to a low-life infiltrator. And now 
Rod Coronado, with a warrant on his head, is 
living underground and completely separated 
from his support network. This isolation puts 
him in a dangerous and vulnerable position. 


Our Pals in Prison: 
Update on Mark 
Davis and Peg Millett 

Mark had a parole hearing in the spring. Before 
the parole board's decision was finalized, au- 
thorities decided to schedule another parole 
hearing in order to introduce "new evidence" 
regarding the alleged sabotage of nuclear power 
plants. This allegation was never substantiated 
when Mark was on trial. The hearing will prob- 
ably be in September and Mark's lawyer is cur- 
rently preparing for it. At the moment, we know 
little about how officials will try to construct 
their outrageous accusations; stay tuned for de- 
tails. 

Peg is in the process of appealing her 
parole denial. Hopefully she will have a decision 
in the next couple of months. 

Both Peg and Mark need funds for their 
continuing legal defense. Please send whatever 
you can to the Legal Offense Fund, 1385 Iron 
Springs Road, Box 104, Prescott, AZ 86301. 

Letters mean a great deal to these folks. 
Mark's address has changed slightly. Write to 
Mark Davis, #23106-008, FPC, Dorm 8, P.O. Box 
1000, Boron, CA 93516: Write to Peg Millett, 
#23118-008, FPC, 37900 N. 46th Ave., Dept. 
1785, Phoenix, AZ 85027-7006. 


FBI ALERT 
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REGIONAL ROUNDUP 


Old Growth in the Allegheny? 


The Allegheny National Forest in western Penn- 
sylvania is currently in a state of ecological imbal- 
ance. With thousands of active oil and natural 
gas wells (with a road to each one), and millions 
of- board feet of black cherry and oak tree, the 
forest has traditionally been a playground for the 
resource extraction industries. The forest in its 
current state is fragmented by power lines, roads, 
pipelines, failed regeneration units, wildlife open- 
ings, "vista cuts" and the like. 

The current Forest Plan calls for maxi- 
mum ecosystem destruction. But it seems that 
the "preservationists" have been causing a lot of 
trouble there with timber sale appeals and such. 
The Farce Service is now trying to "balance re- 
source management," so they are revising the 
Forest Plan. Preserve Appalachian Wilderness 
(PAW) scored a major victory when a Forest 
Service revision to the plan called for a reduction 
in the amount of timber sold annually by 33%! 
The Freddies were quick to point out that the 
blizzard of appeals that they received in the last 
year "had nothing to do with the decision to 
reduce the annual cut." Another more exciting 
revision calls for the designation of an " old growth 
corridor." 

It is important to keep in mind that the 
forests in the eastern US were completely cut over 
one hundred years ago. The scant supply of old 
growth in the east is a result of careless surveyors 
and loggers who missed areas in their quest for 
board feet. 

The Forest Circus wants to set aside areas 
in the forest to progress to old growth. The 
definition for old growth that they have been 
using until now has been "trees older than nor- 
mal rotation." Their proposed old growth corri- 
dor is made up of about thirteen insularized 
forest islands, fragmented by an extremely high 
road density. The corridor stretches across major 
highways as if they weren't even there. The 
Forest Service's proposed corridor lacks buffer 
zones and connecting corridors. 

The Forest Service is extremely lucky, 
because some Preserve Appalachian Wilderness 
folks are more than willing to help them develop 
a real old growth proposal. Two PAW folks 
submitted lots of initial comments to the Allegh- 
eny National Forest in the form of an alternative 
proposal. The new proposal includes all of the 
things that excite conservation biologists, like 
core areas, buffer zones and connecting corri- 
dors. Old growth was redefined by the PAWpers 
as "a climax forest in a shifting mosaic steady 
state." It sounded a lot better than "older than 
normal rotation." 

The PAW proposal would put about 35% 
of the forest in wilderness. The backbone of the 
proposal connects the the Hickory Creek Wilder- 
ness Area (8000 acres) to the Tionesta Scenic Area 
(1650 acres of 400 year-old hemlock-beech) by a 
proposed wilderness area. 

In addition, PAW proposed a riparian 
corridor system. Streams would be allowed to run 
wild through contiguous forest valleys that 
stretched from ridgetop to ridgetop. 

The PAW proposal is far from perfect. 
The locals will still be able to remove 60 million 
board feet per year that otherwise would be 
rotting on the stump. Pipelines and oil wells can 
only be stopped if the government buys the 
mineral rights from oil companies. The old 
growth proposal is only the first step in the re- 
wilding of Pennsylvania's forests, and it needs 
support. 

What You Can Do: 

1) Send a letter to the Allegheny Supervisor, 
David Wright. Tell him how much you love 
PAW's old growth and riparian corridor propos- 
als. (Allegheny National Forest, PO Box 847, 


Warren, PA 16365). 

2) Send a letter to Representative Bill 
Clinger (R-PA). He and his family own a large 
portion of the mineral rights under the forest. 
Ask him to donate all of his family's mineral 
rights to the Forest Service. 

If you want a copy of the proposal, you 
can get a hard copy or a Macintosh 3.5 disk (MS 
Word). The document is 35 pages. Send a few 
dollars for copying/mailing. Copies are available 
from SEACRET, PO Box 1 1 75, Newark, DE 19715. 

Source: PAW's Allegheny National Forest Task 
Force 


Bear Poacher Gets 
Slap on the Hand 

By Ursus horribhis 

National Park Service backcountry rangers re- 
cently apprehended one of the Virginia's brighter 
lights. One Virgil Cubbage set up a baited trap for 
me and my fellow bears on Grindstone Mountain 
in Shenandoah National Park. Grindstone Moun- 
tain has a long-standing reputation as a haven for 
redneck scofflaws to run ORVs over park land. 
There they can poach with impunity since there 
are insufficient personnel and funds for law en- 
forcement (thank der Fuhrer Bush und der Con- 
gress for this). 

Park personnel were alerted to the trap by 
the smell of carrion which turned out to be the 
remains of my brother black bear, murdered for 
his claws and gall bladder. A marathon stakeout 
session eventually produced Mr. Cubbage astride 
his ATV, complete with CB and rifle. He expected 
to make off with the claws and insides of another 
of my genus who had been lured into the trap, 
but instead Virgil met two law enforcement types. 

Virgil was arrested, and his ORV and rifle 
were confiscated. The enlightened Virginia judi- 
cial system fined Mr. Cubbage a pittance and 
took away his hunting license for one year (a 
laugh since he already has proved he doesn't 
need one). 

Mr. Cubbage is back in the saddle again, 
gunning for my kind once more. I hope readers 
will take time to convey their feelings about 
murder to Mr. Cubbage. Send your salutations to 
Virgil Cubbage, Stanley, VA 22851. 



The Slaughter Continues: 

Attempts to Save 
the Florida Black 
Bear Fail 

By Mad Hatter 

On May 8, the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission astonished the state when it ig- 
nored the desire of over 10,000 Floridians to see 
an end to black bear hunting in the state (the 
hunting lobby was only able to produce 680 
signatures). Members of the Game Commission 
once again have shown their arrogance by resist- 
ing the wishes of the Florida Congressional del- 
egation, state legislators, newspaper editorials, 
and animal rights and environmental organiza- 
tions. They voted 3-1 to continue the slaughter. 

State legislators were outraged. The Game 
Commission had promised to abolish the hunt. 
State Senator Bud Gardner (D-Titusville) and Rep- 
resentative Fred Lippman (D-Hollywood) intro- 
duced bills to outlaw the trophy killing of these 
rare and magnificent creatures during a special 
legislative session in June, but it was all for 
naught. 

The only thing that has helped the black 
bear is that in an attempt to pacify the masses, the 
Game Commission increased the size of legal 
black bear "harvest" from 100 to 200 pounds. We 
believe that the Florida sub-species population 
numbers close to 400. Its habitat shrinks daily. 
The bear is losing to the automobile. It is still 
being chased through the woods by slobs with 
dogs, cornered and shot. Great life, huh? 
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OH Vs in Green Mountain NF 


Divide and Conquer 

By Jim Flynn 

It took the BLM 15 years to inventory their 
wilderness in Oregon, but it's done. And guess 
what? They want to designate 49 areas totaling 
1,278,073 acres as a part of the National Wilder- 
ness Preservation System! However, they want to 
release an additional 1,528,525 acres in 76 acres 
for "uses other than wilderness" (oil and gas 
exploitation, geothermal research, gold mining 
and, of course, livestock forage.) 

According to the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act of 1976 the BLM was required 
to complete a wilderness review of public land in 
Oregon. So they took their (our) 13 million acres 
and exempted the Oregon and California Rail- 
road Company lands managed by the BLM (with 
whose money?). Then they had 27 public meet- 
ings and analyzed nearly 4,500 public comments. 
Lastly, they disregarded areas smaller than 5,000 
acres and voila! 2,789,710 total acres of wilder- 
ness in Oregon. (Aren't computers wonderful!) 

Now the fun part: 25 public meetings on 



"[The BLM excluded several wild areas because 
they] 'have limited wilderness characteristics 
and few, if any, special features.' Manuel Lujan 
wouldn't know a special feature if he stepped 
on it!" 

land use plans, Draft EIS in 1985, Final(ly) EIS in 
1990. 24 more public meetings and 3,300 more 
letters later, "the input and data received from 
the extensive public involvement have been the 
major factors in forming the reccommendations." 

So, now we're down to less than 10% of 
the 13 million acres to remain designated Wilder- 
ness and I'm left wondering what's going on in 
your state? What the hell is going on? What does 
their "wilderness" designation restrict? And where 
was my notice of public hearing? 

Here's what they don't say up front: nearly 
300,000 acres are being released for COWZ 
(Spaulding, Saddle Butte and Basque Hills). All 
181,895 acres of the Alvord Desert are being 
released and another 200,000 acres in Bowden 
Hill, Lookout Butte and Sage Hen Hills are being 
released because they "have limited wilderness 
characteristics and few, if any, special features." 
Manuel Lujan wouldn't know a special feature if 
he stepped on it! 

Many of the areas were released because 
they were small, irregular, inholdings, or had 
"valid existing rights whose management would 
particularly complicate wilderness management." 
Areas of heavy ORV use also caused some areas to 
be recommended unsuitable. How nice. 

So it seems the BLM thought of about 
every excuse they could for reducing the wilder- 
ness and releasing it to corporate greed. Notice 
the use of the word timber in this article? That's 
because all the heavily forested, west side BLM 
stuff didn't even get considered for wilderness. 
The only good thing about all this is that it's too 
late for public comment, and that leaves direct 
action. Get yourself a Wilderness Study report 
and get out there! 


By Mike Zwikelmaier 


It never stops! Officials of Vermont's Green 
Mountain National Forest are studying the desig- 
nation of trails for off-highway vehicles (OHVs). 



This category includes ATVs, mountain bikes, 
pack, saddle and draft horses in the forest. The 
Forest Plan of 1987 allows for OHV use but did 
not provide standards or guidelines foruse. While 
the official comment period ended May 30 (we 
only got three weeks notice), it couldn't hurt to 
get more comments from concerned citizens. We 
have formed a working group to brainstorm 


By Larkspur 

As the Utah BLM's puny proposal for wilderness 
designation (two million acres) goes before King 
George, the Utah delegation is in fighting to have 
its own way with some of the wildest lands left in 
the lower 48. Proposals for BLM wilderness desig- 
nation in Utah range from zip up to the 16 
million acres proposed by Earth First!, which was 
included in the final EIS. 

One of the real jewels of wilderness in 
southern Utah is the Escalante Canyons region. 
It is part of a large wild area which includes 
National Forest designated wilderness on the 
Aquarius Plateau, and the semi-desert canyon 
country proposed as wilderness by the National 
Park Service. In the heart of this country are 
several wilderness study areas that the BLM has 
proposed upgrading to wilderness. 

Two proposals have been introduced into 
Congress that would cut into the heart of this 
incredible area. Representative Wayne Owens 
(D-Utah) has introduced a bill that would create 
a National Park. While this alternative would 
offer at least some measure of protection, Repre- 
sentativejim Hansen's (R-Utah) counter-proposal 
to designate a "National Conservation Area" 
would be an open invitation to exploitation. This 
cowboy circus would be a showcase of industry, 
mining, livestock and ATV abuse. Both proposals 
would be an open invitation to road pavers. 

Note: The lower portions of the Escalante 


By Wild Wolf 

Earth First! is calling for an international boycott 
of British Columbia tourism to force the B.C. 
government to end the legal hunting of grizzly 
bears ( Ursus arctos). 

British Columbia has always been con- 
sidered heaven for grizzly bears. The B.C. Wild- 
life Branch and the hunting lobby would have 
you believe that thousands of forested valleys of 
B.C.'s mountains give sanctuary to a thriving 
population of grizzlies. Population estimates 
from the provincial government have doubled in 
ten years, while habitat destruction and hunting, 
both legal and illegal, have likely significantly 
increased. So-called biologists bought and paid 
for by the B.C. government, and under extreme 


about the process; if you want to j oin , call Ann E. 
Mates at (802) 773-0300. 

This study will designate large areas of 
the forest as either open or closed to OHV use, 
and then produce a list of guidelines and stan- 
dards for trail designation, construction, mainte- 
nance and management. Remember this study is 
not deciding whether OHVs are appropriate in 
the forest, only where they can ride and erode. 
Personally, I think they are more appropriate on 
the interstates or in flames. 

Here are some points to address in your 
letters: impact of OHV use and trail construction 
on biodiversity, air and water quality; who will 
pay for construction and maintenance; noise; 
and use of old trails or construction of new ones. 
Ask what are the positive impacts of OHV use, are 
and why the Forest Service has to cater to these 
fossil-fueled recreationalist fools. 

I am also interested in locating other 
groups here in the four-season theme state that 
might oppose use in the G.M.N.F. 

Address comments to: Terry Hoffman, 
Forest Supervisor, U.S.D.A. Forest Service, P.O. 
Box 519, Rutland, VT 05702. 

Let's manage to do without 'em ! Contact 
Two Rivers Earth First! P.O. Box 85, Sharon, VT 
05065. 


Canyons administered by the NPS are no longer 
infested with bovine vermin! The rancher cites 
"conflicts between cattle and hikers" as the rea- 
son he sold his grazing permits to the Park Ser- 
vice. Conflicts indeed! It seems saboteurs shot 
some of his cattle, burned down his cabins where 
he stored supplies, and cut miles of fence. 

Bear and Cougar 

The slaughter of bear and cougar continues in 
Utah despite widespread public support for ban- 
ning the practices of baiting and hounding cou- 
gar and bear. Killing a black bear in a pile of 
garbage or a cougar treed by dogs cannot be 
considered ethical no matter what your views on 
hunting are — it is plain and simple murder. 

On August 13 the Game Board will be 
considering the continuation of these practices. 
Anyone within reasonable distance of Richfield 
in central Utah should plan to attend and com- 
ment! Come the day before (or earlier) and stay 
the night at the local ecofreaks' digs south of 
town for some serious howling, dancing, drum- 
ming, etc. around the fire. Call (801) 527-4582 
for directions. Written comments will also be 
accepted. Write to Director Tim Proven, Division 
of Wildlife Resources, 1596 W. North Temple, 
Salt Lake City, UT 84115. 

For further info, contact the Predator 
Project, P.O. Box 6733, Bozeman, MT 59771- 
6733 or Wild Utah Earth First! 


pressure from the hunting/guiding lobby, are 
estimating a provincial population of 12,000 
grizzly, but some independent bear researchers 
are making estimates as low as 3,000 individuals. 
The salmon-rich forested valleys that the bio- 
stitutes refer to have been all but stripped of their 
ancient forests. Wild salmon are headed down 
extinction road, and so are the bears. 

As if massive habitat loss is not enough, 
the thousands of roads built by taxpayers for the 
rapacious logging and mining industries provide 
access to the slob hunters who murder bears, 
both legally and illegally, for fun and profit. 
According to a leaked Environment Ministry 
report, in 1989 in B.C. more than 300 grizzly 
bears were killed legally, and twice that many 

continued on page 10 


Defenders of the Colorado Plateau 


Stop Grizzly Bear Genocide 
Boycott British Columbia 
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REGIONAL ROUNDUP 

Rednecks Win the Day in Rockingham County 


Once again the dark forces of ignorance, greed 
and destruction have conspired to facilitate the 
desecration of the ecosphere, this time in Tom 
Jefferson's home state. Elkton, Virginia, was the 
site of this massacre where the rednecks showed 
up in force to outnumber biocentric types about 
50 to 1. 

The impetus for this remarkable shift 
from an agenda of cowshit, poaching, big dish 
TV, and Coors beer was an attempt by the Na- 
tional Park Service to do something good for the 
earth. Shenandoah National Park, just a bit more 
than an hour's drive from Washington, DC, 
thanks to the wonders of the interstate destruc- 
tion system, is being sucked up into the bowels of 
the human growth machine. The awesome 
Shenandoah Valley, for instance, once home to 
the bison, panther, and wolf, is being paved over 
and turned into shopping malls. Purveyors of 
growth and greed push further and further into 
the hills around the park, hacking out new devel- 
opments in every woodthrush, rattler, and black 
bear habitat. 

The second and third home crowd push 
closer and closer to the park, cutting off migra- 
tion corridors and bringing their exotic plants, 
fertilizers, poisons, and piss right up to the park 
border. Shenandoah National Park is the only 
place in the country where you can have your 
home and your lawn of manicured bluegrass 
right next to a congressionally designated wilder- 
ness. At the current rate of consumption, the 
Shenandoah Bioregion will be unable to support 


The 1993 Round River Rendezvous, the national 
annual Earth First! gathering, will be on Mt. 
Graham during the summer solstice. The site was 

chosen to 
reaffirm 
Earth 
F i r s t ! ' s 
commit- 
ment to 
fighting 
the instal- 
lation of 
tele- 
scopes 
atop Mt. 
Graham. 

"The University of Arizona and its as- 
tronomers have made a travesty of our environ- 
mental and cultural laws on Mt. Graham," says 
Prescott EF ! activist Paul Johnson . The U niversity 
of Arizona (UA) is the first public university to 
spend public funds to exempt itself from all 
public environmental law, as well as to suppress 
the religious rights of Native Americans. 

European and Native American activists 
are expected to join the gathering. "The work- 
shop potential is phenomenal," says Darin Wil- 
son of EF! Sierra Vista. In addition to national 
environmental experts, speakers invited to offer 
workshops include: 

• UA President Pacheco, "Evasion of Envi- 
ronmental Law, Respect for Traditional Na- 
tive Americans, and Automatic Weaponry 
for Campus Police." 

• Senator McCain, "Threats and Intimidation 
of Federal Bureaucrats, and then Escaping 
Criminal Indictment." 

•Dr. Peter Mexger and Dr. Jacob Baars of the 
German Max Planck Institute, "Lessons from 


the park as anything more than a museum piece 
in about two decades. 

To begin to try to save an already sorry 
situation, the relatively new park superintendent 
has taken on the powers that be, including elec- 
tric utilities, Virginia's conservative state govern- 
ment, and now development interests and 
rednecks. His current initiative, under consider- 
able fire, is a so-called related lands study which 
would identify those lands surrounding the park 
which are vital to its survival as a healthy ecosys- 
tem. Then with those results allowing priority 
determination, citizens, private groups, and gov- 
ernments could work to protect such areas. 

Some biocentric types would like to see 
all the lands around the park protected in kind of 
an international biosphere reserve approach; 
however, many realize that a survival battle is 
going on here. We must protect the vital organs 
first to ensure future recovery when human 
value systems recognize our spiritual isolation 
from that with which we once were integrated. 

Of course, the rednecks of Rockingham 
don't want the Feds telling them how to use their 
land. More park land means less room to run 
black bear with their hounds. They want things 
to be the way they were in the 1920s and 30s 
before the State of Virginia condemned land in 
the present park in order to have enough to turn 
over to the federal government for the park. They 
don't acknowledge that their ancestors fucked up 
the land so badly that it is remarkable that any- 
thing can grow there today. They cut down and 


the Holocaust, Cultural Genocide, 1990s 
Style." 

•Two Vatican spokesmen, Father Polzer and 
Father Coyne, "Judging Validity in Another's 
Religion." 

Expect quite an educational experience at the 
Summer Solstice '93 on Mt. Graham. The Mt. 
Graham Rendezvous may just be the wildest 
celebration ever in defense of Mother Earth! 

For more information, call: Jean Crawford 
(505) 256-9184 

Mt. Graham Action Alert: 

Mt. Graham needs your support! Mt. Graham is 
a high-altitude remnant of what was once typical 
of the area's ecosystem. As such a biological sky 
island, in which species of plants and animals 
have evolved in isolation, Mt. Graham is 
unparalled. It is the birth place of San Carlos 
Apache heritage, culture and religion. Some mem- 
bers of Congress have expressed interest in legis- 
lation to protect Mt.Graham. Congressional Rep- 
resentative Jim Jontz (D — Indiana) is presently 
the leading advocate of such legislation. He 
needs to hear from you. As a member of the 
Interior Committee, he could effectively pro- 
mote legislation to correct the errors inherent in 
Title VI of the Arizona-Idaho Conservation Act 
(the rider that mandated the first three telescopes 
on Mt. Graham and exempts the projects from 
numerous laws). However, he will need support 
from other members of Congress. Call or write 
your congressional representative. And call or 
write Rep. Jontz at (202) 225-5037, U.S. House of 
Representatives, Washington, D.C. 20510. For 
more information, call the folks at Save America's 
Forests: (202) 544-9219. 


burned the forest, grew corn for one or two years 
on slopes in excess of 25 degrees, and when all the 
topsoil was gone abandoned it or tried to pasture 
it. 

The rednecks of Rockingham don't want 
outsiders coming and fucking up their communi- 
ties, but they won't acknowledge that the Earth 
is going to add billions more greedy Homo 
dipshitis in the next few decades, and they will be 
knocking on the door of every goddamn moun- 
tain hollow on Earth. The rednecks have a 
choice: they can have the park for a neighbor or 
they can make room for cozy condos, tennis 
courts, golf courses, jacuzzis, and malls. If the 
latter is what they want, move to the suburbs, and 
let the land be. 

The Rednecks of Rockingham have 
aligned themselves with the Machos of Madison, 
and the brave new worlders called property rights 
advocates. Even though many of them are un- 
aware, they are being supported by the speculator 
scum and developer dirtbags. They are aiming to 
mess up completion of the realted lands studies 
and all park protection measures, even those 
being carried out by private initiative, such as 
under the aegis of the Conservation Fund. 

I urge you to make your voice heard. 
Shenandoah National Park is a cornerstone of 
biological diversity in the Central Appalachian 
Bioregion. It is a national park. Write to the 
addresses below, with copies to your Congress 
types, and tell them you want the realted lands 
studies completed in all the counties surround- 
ing the park, and you want the result acted on 
quickly. Insist on protection of Shenandoah Na- 
tional Park and all its associated ecosystems. No 
fucking compromise! 

Write to: 

Dr. Jim Klein 

Director, Realted Lands Study 

School of Architecture 

University of Virginia 

Charlottesville, VA 22903 

Superintendent Bill Wade 

Shenandoah National Park 

Luray, VA 22835 

Boycott B.C. for 
the Grizzly 

continued from page 9 

were killed by poachers. This does not take into 
account cubs who died after their mothers were 
murdered. We must remember that this is a 
government document, so their totals are prob- 
ably heavily underestimated. 

Earth First! is demanding an end to all 
grizzly bear hunting in B.C., or anywhere for that 
matter! We encourage you to boycott British 
Columbia. Tourism is the third largest industry 
in B.C. (after logging and mining) and interna- 
tional outrage can have an effect on the sensitive 
provincial bureaucracy. A similar boycott was 
successful in forcing the B.C. government to end 
its aerial wolf kill. We can do it again for the great 
bear. 

Call the B.C. tourism hotline. Tell them 
that until all grizzly bear hunting in the province 
is outlawed, you won't be visiting, and that you'll 
also be encouraging people you know to avoid 
vacationing in B.C. Remind them of the success- 
ful campaign that ended the wolf kill. 

Write to: 

MikeHarcourt, Premier of British Colum- 
bia and Darlene Marzari, Minister of Tourism, 
Parliament Buildings, Victoria, B.C. V8V 1X4, 
Canada. 

To help protect B.C.'s grizzlies, contact 
Earth First!, Box 61245, Brentwood Station N.W., 
Calgary, AB TZL 2K6, Canada. 


National Earth First! Rendezvous 
to Meet on Mt. Graham 
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Of Owls and Men 


By Tim Snapp 

"The sum is one of some hundred thousand milion 
stars in our galaxy, the Milky Way, itself one of billions 
of galaxies of which 10,000 million are within range of 
our largest optical telescopes .” — The Times Atlas of the 
World 

"Due to the shortage of wood and paper products, wipe 
your ass on a spotted owl." — American bumper sticker 
circa 1990. 

When I first saw the bumper sticker, I was dumb 
struck by the arrogance of it, the sheer, almost 
instinctual, brutality it reflected. Perhaps it is 
only a measure of my naivete, or perhaps it is just 
that my civilization would want to characterize 
me that way: hypersensitive, idealistic. What- 
ever. The words had set off an echo inside me that 
weeks later awakened the memory of an incident 
that had been buried inside me for 25 years. 

At Thanksgiving my father had stumbled 
on the quotation about the universe in my atlas. 
We had been looking up the Middle East to see 
the exact geographic relationship of Iraq and 
Saudi Arabia. Somehow the spotted owl in the 
bumper sticker, Middle Eastern oil and the quo- 
tation about our universe seemed related. Here is 
the story of the interrelations I found inside 
mvself. 

The big rifle was perfectly polished, sleek, untouch- 
able and ominous. It even had a scope. A really big 
scope. And the kid was just IS years old. The way I 
understood it, a .270 was supposed to have a really 
fast bullet. It shot exceptionally "flat, " and the speed 
of the bullet gave it a hell of an impact. I was only 1 4 
yearsold, and I wasn't much up on ballistics, butl'm 
sure I acted very scientific, analytical and grown up 
hearing all this stuff. 

When the Exxon Valdez went on the rocks in 
Prince William Sound, I wanted to take my truck 
to Second and Broadway and torch it. I did 
nothing, of course. It was just a wild, angry 
fantasy, a phantom act of rebellion against my 
civilization, a civilization that has been con- 
structed around the automobile and its black 
lifeblood. 

I had spent so many days of my life 
working on the water's edge of Prince William 
Sound pulling railroad cars off the barges as a 
brakeman on the Alaska railroad. I had breathed 
that ocean mountain air many nights and days 
and gazed longingly upon the sound through its 
glorious sunrises and sunsets. I had been trans- 
fixed by the magic of the long, dazzling moonlit 
winter nights, hypnotized by its blizzards and 
soaked by its torrential, wind-driven rains. The 
Prince William Sound was a dramatic living em- 
blem of the planet's extraordinary beauty. 

Hunting was big with me back then. The kid with the 
rifle was from Red Lion, Pennsylvania. It was a hell 
of a romantic name, and he was a hell of a romantic 
kid. He was up in the Yukon Territory alone (without 
his parents!) to hunt caribou with a bow and arrow, 
but he’d brought his rifle along just in case. To me he 
might as well have been Ernest Hemmingway on 
safari in Africa. 

My grandfather was out in the bush hunting 
grizzlies, moose and caribou. He 'd brought my cousin 
and me along for the ride up the Alaska-Canada 
Highway to Watson Lake in the Yukon. We were 
traveling to Dawson City with a gregarious red- faced 
man from the Bureau of Indian Affairs out of 
Whitehorse. The kid with the rifle happened to be 
traveling with him too. 

I had bought my truck in Alaska with money 
directly connected to the Trans- Alaska Pipeline. I 
wonder why it is the fate of Alaska, of all places, 
that this civilization should find its liquid 20th- 
century God there? And I was such a willing 


accomplice. But — my civilization queries sarcas- 
tically, cynically — what the hell does wilderness 
matter? "Progress! Jobs! Progress! Jobs!" This is 
the sacred chant of the navy-blue-suited high 
priests of our true church, the Church of Money. 

The rifle kid, my cousin and I were out fishing 
somewhere along the dirt road that passed for the 
highway in the Yukon Territory, ltreminded me of the 
red dirt road from Inskip to Butte Meadows — the 
passageway to so many of my childhood hunting and 
fishing excursions. All you had to do was walk back 
in off the highway a little and the fsh nearly jumped 
in your creel. I was a pretty good fisherman, but 
fishing seemed like child's play with that kid and his 
rifle around. He made me feel like I, with my 
Winchester 30-30 back home, would barely make 
Mouseketeer. But walking through the dense riverside 
brush, we were glad to have him around. We were in 
grizzly country. 

Nowadays I instinctively retreat to nature to 
search for some sort of purity, to contemplate 
what is eternal, what is beautiful about life, and 
what it 
means to 
exist, to 
hear, to 
smell, to 
see and to 
dream. I 
go there 
really to 
"not 
think," 
but to 
feel — to 
sense the 
wordless 
joy of life. 

I retreat 
on my bi- 
cycle 
rides in 
the Butte 
Creek 
Canyon 
and up 
Honey 
Run Road 
for a heal- 
ing of my 
spirit. ..a 
spirit that 
seems 
c o n - 
stantly in 
danger of 
being per- 
manently 
n u m - 
bered by 
advertis- 
ing slo- 
gans and 
public-re- 
lations- 

style truth. I am refreshed when I see the squirrels 
and jackrabbits, the deer, the woodpeckers and 
quail. Once, when climbing Honey Run at sun- 
rise, I even came upon a bobcat. 

I don't know why the owl was out at mid-day. It sat 
perchedon the top of the tallest tree around. Andthere 
we stood, three young boys — one with that elegant, 
deadly jewel of a boy's eye. The spirit of manhood 
itself seemed to live in that rifle. 

As winter comes, the air in Butte Creek Canyon is 
abundant with the scents of autumn. At sunset, 
the brisk, moist air is lit by a sky fantastic with 
color. A wild explosion of tangerine slips into the 
unconscious of the deep-blue, star-scattered night. 


"The Milky Way, one of billions of galaxies..." 
The thought mutes the noise of reason inside me. 

The rifle-kid took aim at the owl, probably 75 yards 
away. If he hit it, I thought, it would be a miracle. It 
was such a sunny, warm and clear day. 

With one shot the kid with the rifle blew the 
owl away like the adolescent great white hunter he 
had been raised to be. It was an incredible shot. We 
hiked through the brush along the river to the tree and 
found what remained of the owl. There was no blood. 
There was nothing left of the owl but feathers, head, 
wings and talons. Its entire body was gone. 

On one of my rides I found a dead woodpecker on 
Honey Run Road. I picked it up and held it in my 
hands. It was so small, so soft, so fragile. The tiny 

continued on page 24 
feathers of its head were such a bright and perfect 
red. How could such an exquisite and oddly 
humorous little creature have emerged tap-tap- 
ping from these billions of galaxies? Had it been 
hit by a car? Had some boys shot it for amuse- 
ment? I laid it in the brush at the foot of a valley 


oak. It seemed a fitting memorial to a wood- 
pecker. 

I cannot remember if I felt arty remorse. We had been 
raised to look at the creatures of the wood cooly, 
dispassionately, objectively. If we could not justify 
them as food, then they were still amusing as moving 
targets for our bullets. We needed to sharpen our 
shooting skills, skills that would soon be called upon 
in Vietnam. 

Woodpeckers are just the briefest of the mystery, 
of the glory of life. You see dead creatures a lot 
when you ride bicycles out on country roads. 

continued on page 24 
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The Missing Lynx 


by Mitch Friedman and Mark Skatrud 

Across the northern US, from Maine 
to Washington, once roamed 
abundant wild lynx. In the forests 
of New England and the upper 
Midwest, along with the high el- 
evation stand of the Rockies and 
Cascades, these cats hunted hare for 
likely thousands of years until 
predatory fur traders arrived from 
the east. Today, there may be only 
one concentration of lynx left in 
the lower 48, and the Forest Service 
and Washington Department of 
Natural Resources are gearing up 
the roadbuilding machines to finish 
the job of exterminating this boreal 
species. 

This concentration of lynx 
is in a high-elevation forested eco- 
system in north-central Washing- 
ton known as the "meadows." The 
meadows encompasses the largest 
unprotected roadless areas in the 
entire Northwest, totaling over 
150,000 acres, supporting not only 
the rare lynx, but also grizzly bear, 
gray wolf, moose, Franklin spruce 
grouse, boreal owl, three- toed wood- 
pecker, northern bog lemming, Cas- 
cade fox, and other species of con- 
cern. 

Studies in the 1980s found 
the cats stressed and dwindling in 
number due to habitat changes 
caused by fire suppression. Now 
major roadbuilding and logging 
plans are in the works, partly ratio- 
nalized as lynx management. In all 
likelihood the roads will lead to 
extermination not only of the lynx 
but of other reclusive species. 

Little is known about lynx 
distribution today, but there appear 
to be a few scattered individuals left 
in Montana, Idaho, and perhaps a 
couple other western states. While 
spurious estimates in Washington 
are as high as 1 50 to over 200 ani- 
mals, the only known healthy popu- 
lation is in the meadows. While less 
than 25 lynx exist there, overlap- 
ping home ranges indicate a con- 
centration greater than anywhere 
else south of Canada. 

Lynx are similar to bobcats, 
but they have massive feet. At low 
elevation these are a hindrance, and 
the timid lynx are displaced by the 
tenacious bobcat. But in northern 
regions and high areas the feet carry 
lynx efficiently atop snow as they 
hunt snowshoe hare, their almost 
exclusive prey. Lynx are so depen- 
dent on these hare that in many 
areas their populations rise and fall 
as hare numbers boom and bust 
with forage conditions. In winter, 
snowshoe hare find optimal browse 
in young lodgepole pine forests, 
where buds of young trees peek out 
above snow but are not so high as to 
be out of reach. 

In the meadows, at the 
southern end of lynx range, there is 
no evidence of population cycles: 
the only recent measurable trend is 
downward. While hunting and 
trapping has depleted lynx popula- 
tions elsewhere, more permanent 
damage is caused by the habitat 
declines. 

The meadows cover the 
eastern flank of the Greater North 
Cascades Ecosystem, and is com- 
prised of lodgepole pine, subalpine 
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fir, and Engelman spruce forests, 
interspersed with wet meadow, 
largely above 4,500 feet. Frequent 
fires maintained an availability of 
young forests until the Forest Service 
began aggressively fighting fires 
about fifty years ago. 

Hare numbers have declined 
in these aged forests, bringing lynx 
down with them. Studies have found 
extremely low reproduction, high 
juvenile mortality and very large 
home range sizes indicative of stress 
from food shortage. 

The roadless meadows is 
adjacent to and partially contained 
by the Pasayten Wilderness, con- 
nected to millions of acres of park 
and wilderness in the core of the 
North Cascades. The area has been 
proposed for Wilderness inclusion 
in the past, and Forest Service tim- 
ber sales there led to major protests 
in 1988. 

The meadows does extend a 
little into British Columbia, Canada, 
where it is also roadless. While lynx 
generally increase in abundance to 
the north, trapping data show 
populations in the southern interior 
of B.C. (just north of the meadows) 
to be way down even though the 
population cycle should presently 
be at a high. B.C. provides com- 
ment space on an annual survey of 
trappers. These comments make 
the cause of lynx decline clear: "The 
logging is destroying all of the 
marten, fisher, lynx, and most other 
furbearers." In all likelihood, the 
meadows' population is isolated 
from sources of natural lynx mi- 
gration due to habitat destruction, 
fragmentation and overtrapping. 

On the Washington side, the 
meadows includes part of both the 
Okanogan National Forest (ONF) 
and the Loomis State Forest, the 
latter managed by the Washington 
Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR). The DNR has been and 
continues to be unresponsive to the 
needs of lynx. In fact, only recently 
has the agency been considering 
rules to consider protecting state- 
listed threatened and endangered 
species (for which the lynx is now a 
candidate). Consequently, the 
Loomis forest is extensively frag- 
mented in areas and the timber sales 
keep coming. 

A local group, friends of the 
Loomis Forest (FOLF), has been 
working diligently with limited re- 
sources to protect the forest and 
lynx, but with limited results. For 
instance, while FOLF gained a de- 
ferral of the Hilltop sale, which 
would have devastated Lynx habi- 
tat, the proposed Cold Hill sale is 
adjacent to the deferred Hilltop area. 
FOLF has appealed this sale because 
of its immediate adverse impact on 
lynx. 

The Cold Hill Salvage Sale 
includes a 470-acre clearcut in 
documented lynx forage and travel 
cover. For 20-25 years, the Cold 
Creek drainage will be dysfunctional 
for lynx. Many areas of this clearcut 
will not regenerate with lodgepole, 
since the DNR has no intention to 
burn after cutting. Despite public 
concern and constant advice from 
the Department of Wildlife, the DNR 
continues to show no regard for 
lynx. 


The Forest Service plays a 
different game. The ONF's forest 
plan calls for "lynx management" 
in a part of the meadows designated 
Management Area 12. In MA 12, 
which includes less than half the 
lynx's habitat, the agency is plan- 
ning well over 100 miles of road to 
allow checkerboard clearcutting 
under the pretext of generating 
young lodgepole stands for the ben- 
efit of hare and lynx. The latent 
Forest Service tendency to solve all 
problems by logging is enhanced by 
rising lodgepole stumpage values 
and increasing forest health prob- 
lems in the meadows (and through- 
out eastern Washington and Or- 
egon). 

Putting aside the econom- 
ics and Forest Service logging iner- 
tia, we still have an insidious prob- 


lem: poor management (fire sup- 
pression) has led to lynx habitat 
declines and accentuated insect epi- 
demics in a large roadless area which 
sustains a host of species and eco- 
logical processes which, time and 
again, have proven incompatible 
with roads and clearcuts. What, if 
anything, should be done? 

Under all circumstances, 
one must be skeptical of the Forest 
Service. This skepticism proves valid 
again here. The area included in MA 
12 is only a part of the meadows 
(about 75,000 acres), and most of 
the rest is allocated to intensive tim- 
ber management. In MA 12, log- 
ging is supposed to correspond to 
lynx needs, but evidence is already 
emerging that far more roading and 
logging is being planned than was 
continued on page 25 
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Savage River State Forest: 
Maryland's Appalachians 


by Mark Malinkoff, Ron Huber & 
Charles Sullivan 

Savage River State Forest is part of 
the Maryland State Forest System 
administered by the Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR). The Mary- 
land DNR is an "old-paradigm" 
agency which believes the land is to 
be managed (exploited) solely for 
the benefit and enjoyment of hu- 
man beings. Hence, little thought is 
given to the biological health of the 
forest ecosystems within the broad 
matrix of the Western Maryland 
land base. 

The 53,000 acre Savage River 
State Forest (SRSF) comprises about 
half of the acreage of the public 
forest system in Maryland. Making 
up 17% of the forests in Garrent 
County, the SRSF is divided into 
three major parcels: Negro Moun- 
tain, Meadow Mountain and Big 
Savage Mountain. The valleys 
separating these three long ridges 
are private inholdings. 

The forest straddles the Al- 
legheny Front, the eastern conti- 
nental divide separating the Ohio 
River and Potomac River drainages, 
or the Gulf of Mexico from the 
Chesapeake Bay. 

The Allegheny plateau is 
about 3,000 feet above sea level. It 
has been sculpted into deep gorges 
through which numerous native 
brook trout streams drain into the 
Savage and Youghiogheny rivers. 
The mountain tops are flattened 
and covered in young forests with 
rare small remnants of virgin forest 
in isolated valleys. 

Flora 

There is a greater diversity of native 
tree species here than anywhere in 
the United States. In the northwest- 
ern tip of Maryland, representatives 
of northern maple-beech-birch and 
more southerly oak-hickory-pine 
forests are represented. Some of the 
plateaus sink into high swamp val- 
leys where such boreal species as 
spruce, tamarack, northern picker 
plant and porcupines are found. 

Fauna 

In keeping with its resource mental- 
ity, the DNR manages for game spe- 
cies. Preferred species are white- 
tailed deer, ruffled grouse and wild 
turkey. The DNR justifies much of 
its logging operations as creating 
suitable browse and early succes- 
sional habitat for these three species. 

Where unfragmented, the 
SRSF is a diverse ecosystem. Loons, 
grebes, herons and even gulls live in 
the upland swamps and portions of 
the two rivers. Northern ravens, 
red-shouldered hawks and barred 
owls dwell throughout the forest, 
with nest sites in the older trees. 

More than a hundred vari- 
eties of songbirds nest here, includ- 
ing blackburnian (threatened), 
black-throated blue, black-throated 
green, mourning (endangered) and 
Canada warblers, purple finches 


(watch listed in MD), winter wrens 
Find red-breasted nuthatch (highly 
rare). 

Beaver, mink and muskrat 
occupy streams and marshes 
throughout the forest. 
Reintroduction of extirpated river 
otters is being considered. 

Black bear (rare in MD) , bob- 
cat (in need of conservation), wea- 
sels, fishers, gray and red squirrels 
and fox also inhabit the forest. Ru- 
mored sightings of the eastern 
mountain lion persist. 


Logging 

Recovering from turn of the century 
clearcutting, the forest was allowed 
to regenerate until 1979. Since then 
approximately 10,000 acres have 
been logged. The new management 
plan divides the forest roughly 50- 
50 into water resource zones and 
general management zones. Even- 
aged management, of course, is the 
primary usage of the general man- 
agement zone, encompassing nearly 


the entire upland forest. Contrary 
to the principles of Conservation 
Biology, Landscape Ecology and Is- 
land Biogeography Theory, the DNR 
claims that clearcutting enhances 
biodiversity by keeping the forest in 
a mosaic of varying age classes. It 
plans to allow the logging of ap- 
proximately 1,000 acres per year 


over the next ten years. 

In addition to logging, the 
SRSF is stressed by acid rain, making 
the oaks susceptible to gypsy moth 
defoliation and contributing to east- 
ern oak decline. The DNR, like its 
cohort the Forest Service, is engaged 
in massive salvage timber sales. The 
mentality is "cut the forest before it 
dies." The result: additional roads 
leading deep into the forest interior, 
further loss of habitat, reductions in 
native biodiversity and habitat frag- 
mentation. A direct result of the 
rampant "resource" mentality is a 
neonate, over-simplified, severely 


degraded ecosystem that looks and 
functions like a tree farm. 

Intensive management has 
opened the forest interior to inva- 
sions by exotics such as gypsy moth, 
knapweed, garlic mustard and the 
brown-headed cowbird. Neo-tropic 
warbler populations are rapidly de- 
clining throughout the state due to 
habitat loss, habitat fragmentation 
and parasitism (Bartgis, Heritage 
Biologist 1992). The loss of native 


flora and fauna and its subsequent 
replacement by exotic species is per- 
haps the greatest threat to native 
biodiversity on the North American 
Continent. "There is nothing more 
insidious as an agent of extinction 
that exotic species." (George Rabb, 
World Conservation Union). How- 
ever, this threat to native 


biodiversity has received virtually 
no serious attention by foresters. 

Astonishingly, fewer than 
1% of all trees in Maryland (both 
public and private lands) attain a 
diameter of 19 inches or more. More 
than 80% of all the trees in Mary- 
land are less than seven inches across 
(USD A Forest Service). Most are 
destined for Westvaco pulp mills or 
Japanese ports. 

The greatest biological di- 
versity in eastern forests is concen- 
trated in the soil. A healthy forest 
depends upon a robust soil ecology. 
Even-aged management, i.e. 
clearcutting, group selection, 
shelterwood cuts, wildlife openings, 
herbicide and pesticide application, 
etc., damages the soil by lowering 
biodiversity. 

Since the region's oak pre- 
dominance (60% of the trees) is the 
result of the chestnut die-off of the 
1920s and 30s, the fact that there is 
some oak mortality is probably an 
indication of diversification. Over 
time, the forest may convert to domi- 
nance by gypsy moth resistant spe- 
cies such as beech, maple, poplar 
and birch. 

The DNR insists upon de- 
laying the inevitable transition by 
dosing the oaks with dimilin and 
Bacillus Thuringensis (BT). Herbi- 
cidal removal of "competing" 
maples, birch and beech species is 
another common management 
practice. 

Though it has, like all the 
Appalachians — particularly the 
nearby Monongahela and George 
Washington National Forests — 
been roaded and (mis)managed for 
timber and recreation, the Savage 
still maintains some wildness. Large 
tracts of private land within and 
surrounding the Savage remain 
wooded. However, a matrix of ex- 
posed strip mines pock the land's 
surface like open, festering sores. It 
also contains the seeds for sizable 
tracts of old growth potential within 
a human generation or two. 

In order to maintain its ex- 
isting native biological integrity and 
to restore extirpated species, virtu- 
ally the entire SRSF must be allowed 
to mature into contiguous old 
growth. An ecosystem approach to 
management, i.e. complete water- 
shed units, must be adopted. The 
effects of cumulative impact are 
decimating the forest. "These old 
growth reserves must be large, many 
times larger than the typical cata- 
strophic natural disturbance event 
(i.e. fire or wind)." (Shugart 1984) 

To save some of the values 
an "unmanaged" forest represents, 
one focus of regional forest activism 
has been on the delineation of 
unmanaged islands of the forest 
called "wildlands." 

To date, several wildlands 
totalling 9,000 acres have been pro- 
posed within SRSF. One 3,000 acre 
wildland, the Big Savage, already 
continued on page 25 
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There is a greater diversity of native tree 
species here than anywhere in the United States 




Journey to Borneo and the i\W 

Resistance of the Penan 


By Andrea Caruso and Kevin Russell 

We-Andrea Caruso and Kevin Russell-have recently 
returned from a two-month journey into the heart of 
Borneo. We are artists and activists and have created 
the Rainforest Awareness Project, a multi-media 
roadshow about the Penan. We also use the Penan 
and their powerful stand against the logging of their 
home as a metaphor of our own connection to the 
earth and urgent need to defend it. Our tour this fall 
is based entirely on grassroots support 


strength in the Penan peoples' eyes and faces will 
remain in my being forever as an inspiration and 
reminder of what it is to be human and real. 

A helicopter rose over th e vast green as we 
slipped away into the protection of the canopy. 
Were we seen? Had we been too open with our 
plans? Were there informants within the fami- 
lies of activists? With a new-found paranoia the 
return journey seemed long and dangerous. Ev- 
ery sound could have been a surveillance plane, 


breath and put on tourist smiles as we got off the 
plane. Within a week we were back in the snow 
of the Colorado Rockies investing our talents and 
the rest of our money into spreading the word 
about the Penan. Meanwhile, the Penan silently 
waited. Their government proceeded with log- 
ging operations on the next ridge. 

In February, 1000 riot police descended 
upon the Long Ajang blockade, exerting control 
over the families of resisters. After seven months 
of protest, machines destroyed the 


and networking. If you'd like infor- 
mation on our show, have any con- 
nections to schools, or would like to 
help us set up in your community, 
leave a message for us at 1-800-777- 
0838, ext. 173. 

At the start of our journey, we met 
Kelabit people connected with the 
underground of anti-logging activ- 
ism. They snuck us past the media 
block through the "back door" of 
Sarawak, Malaysia, traveling into 
the jungle interior on logging roads 
and longboats. We spent a week in 
the forest with Penan guides, one 
of whom spoke English. From the 
dark, leafy canopy we stepped into 
another world: a mountain ripped 
and logged through, yet sur- 
rounded by pristine beauty. We 
passed by this wasted strip of land 
and arrived at the largest and long- 
est blockade against logging in 
Sarawak history. Several hundred 
Penan lived at the temporary vil- 
lage created to defend their home, 
the oldest tropical rainforest on 
earth. 

Messengers walked 
through the night, calling together 
more people. We met forest dwell- 
ers from all parts of the Borneo 
highlands who had travelled for 
weeks, with plans to stay for 
months. We heard their stories, 
of basket weaving, blowpipe and 
poison making, and hunting what 
little game there was to find. We 
revelled in our journalistic-activist 
dream: a welcomed opportunity to 
photograph people proudly resist- 
ing the destruction of the earth. 

The Penan are strongly 
united in their fight against log- 
ging. Their displaced brothers and 
sisters on settlements are suffering. 



Photo by Andrea Caruso and Kevin Russell 


blockade and village in minutes. 

Malaysian opposition is formi- 
dable. Groups that supported the 
blockade have been dismantled as 
illegal organizations. Many inci- 
dents of loggers harassing and rap- 
ing Penan have been reported. 

Malaysian delegates at the Earth 
Summit boasted about the virtues 
of their country's selective logging 
practices, techniques that they 
learned from their American 
friends. In actuality, Malaysian log- 
ging destroys vegetation and entire 
ecosystems, exposing the thin soil 
to instant erosion. Runoff clogs 
rivers and blinds fish. One official 
stated, "When you fly over Borneo, 
you can see with your own eyes 
that it is green." A closer look 
reveals that the profusion of growth 
is uninhabitable for humans and 
most other species. 

At the Earth Summit, Malaysia's 
delegates announced that they will 
create a biosphere reserve, but it is 
only one-fourth the size necessary 
to sustain the Penan's cultural sur- 
vival. Logging around the clock 
and the government's multimillion 
dollar anti-environmentalist cam- 
paign continue. 

People around the world have 
mobilized to protest the fastest rate 
of deforestation in the world, fully 
twice the speed of the Amazon 
rainforest's destruction. Opposi- 
tion includes mass lobbying of 
Malaysian and domestic officials, 
boycotts against corporations like 
Mitsubishi, and campaigns to stop 
using disposable chopsticks made 
of Bornean wood. There have been 
many actions against tropical for- 
est imports, and some countries 
have raised import bans. In late 
August/American activists will hit 


As nomadic people, they need the forest for their 
food, medicines and spiritual identity. The Penan 
live as a part of the whole of nature. Throughout 
their lives they nurture and respect the earth and 
intend to join the forest when they die. They 
joined together to speak for the ancient trees, for 
all life in the jungle and for their grandchildren. 

When all who lived nearby had arrived, 
the group enacted their symbolic blockade for 
the world to see. The elders and spokespeople 
shared eloquent stories of their way of life and 
the effects of logging on their culture. They 
described their appeals to the government and a 
history of broken promises. We listened to their 
‘concerns, their visions and their call for help, 
"Tell the world, if they knew what was happen- 
ing here, they would stop this." 

The blockades, made of bound saplings, 
protected their lands in the final line of protest 
before the forest wall. 

After shooting dozens of rolls of film, we 
shook hands with everyone present and ex- 
changed words of mutual appreciation. The 
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equipped with spy technology purchased from 
our homeland. We were sickened to think that 
the United States government had profited by 
spreading its model of destruction and disrespect 
for life around the globe. 

The intensity of the jungle consumed 
thoughts of the modern world. The hornbill was 
a constant visitor, wings flapping just beyond 
sight. Our guides echoed back its eerie call. Fresh 
wild boar was a welcome diversion under the 
palm leaf roof of the shelter, while the explosions 
of a full blown tropical thundershower shook our 
world. 

After the storm passed, the jungle re- 
turned to its ever-changing song and smell, that 
unmistakable jungle smell of rotting, blooming 
and growing. The final mile along the river under 
the full moon was pure magic. 

Knowing that the jungle-shy officials 
would probably nab us at the airport made us 
hesitant to leave the protection of friends and 
forest. We cast invisibility spells on the rolls of 
film sewn into our backpacks. We sucked in our 


the docks of Los Angeles. 

The Penan see the life force in all things 
and perceive themselves as elements within a 
greater whole. Their purpose is to maintain 
balance with all life. They live in an egalitarian 
culture, sharing everything they have. Our own 
survival here on the planet depends on the 
cooperation among different cultures with the 
environment. 

For most of our evolutionary past, this 
oneness with nature was the operational prin- 
ciple of our lives. However, advancement and 
technology have driven our inherent bond with 
nature underground. Indigenous peoples' union 
with the environment contributes to a stronger 
understanding of nature. Through a dialogue 
between our different cultures, we may gain 
more understanding of some of our modern 
dilemmas and achieve a measure of balance. 
Recognizing that we all are creatures of the earth 
is the key to empowering ourselves to defend the 
planet within a culture blind to its own madness. 


Letter from the Brazilian Rainforest: 

A Plea for its Defense 


Dear Earth First! Friends, 

Thanks heaps for your newspaper which recently 
arrived in our mailbox. We live an isolated lifestyle 
amid the forest, with few useful and honest 
contacts with the "outside" world. We try to live 
as lightly on the land as possible while helping 
this area of the earth to regenerate itself. Tohn 
Seed passed our names to you, for which we are 



enormously thankf ul. 

— — For S^venyears now, we have been work- 

ing to develop a viable agro-forestry unit for this 
part of Brazil: collecting botanical specimens and 
observing the various ecologies and interacting 
with nature in low-density, random plantings of 
useful food, medicinal plants and plants that 
benefit insects and birds. We work indepen- 
dently — for the earth. As a spin-off, we have 
produced many fruit trees and veggie seeds for 
the local population (20-odd households) who 
are now starting to see some of the positive 
aspects of our long-term work with the 
forests. Through learning to read*the 
dynamics of individual ecologies, we 
have understood a little of how best to 
interact with young developing forests, 
how to accelerate regeneration, and 
where and when to jump in with low- 
density plantings of edible species. It's 
a long-term project with the first real 
results just showing themselves now 
after many years of observation, accli- 
matization of different food plants, with 
us becoming a part of the ecology. 

Being deep ecologists, we have 
come to get our day to day "messages" 
or instructions on the winds or from 
the birds which frequent our house and 
lands. We have no fixed income, though 
we started out with cash that I brought 
with me from Australia. D'eby, my Bra 
zilian wife, spins and weaves the wool 
from our sheep to make articles to sell 
in the big cities, and other jobs appear 
as we need them. We live a no-frills 
lifestyle of working days in harmony 
with the task at hand and the earth as 
home. 

Even still — it's not the Eldorado 
that many might imagine; the pains 


that our planet passes through are more than 
evident, even in the depths of the forests. The 
instability of evolution speaks as strongly as the 
dilemma of the human spirit and the distortions 
and destruction created by us humans. When we 
don't feel it in our bones, the plants and animals, 
the birds and insects cry out in a seemingly 
unconscious appeal to the souls of those who are 
"alive." So many humans are becoming con- 
- sumer zombies, handing 

over their consciousness. 
As all sensitivity de- 
creases dramatically, 
how can we expect the 
population of our earth 
to understand the ac- 
tions and attitudes of 
those who put the Earth 
First! We can't wait for 
support or reassurance — 
we have to act. It's not 
much use trying to just 
wake up others in order 
to get their help and sup- 
port to stop the rot. Sure 
we need to try, but not at 
the cost of acting — of 
doing the right thing at 
the right time; of getting 
our hands dirty while on- 
lookers just throw in the 
towel. We can't expect 
acceptance openly 
within a society which is 
built up higher and 
higher on sloppy and 
false foundations. 

Thanks for letting 
us in on how your battles 
are going in the States. It helped us to not feel 
alone or quite so crazy in being earth radicals. We 
tune in to the world on our short wave radio and 
news from the rainforest network in Australia 
and California. People seriously working are get- 
ting harder to differentiate and find nowadays, as 
a sinister smoke screen seems to have been thrown 
up around the so-called environmental move- 
ments. We need to be honest and loving in our 
work for the earth. 

We were quite honestly amazed with 
how they (the freddies, etc.) dish it out to you in 


the States. Here in Brazil, the heavy days of the 
dictators are slowly passing. People only disap- 
pear or get killed nowadays up north in the 
Amazon region — not by the Indians — but by the 
farmers and police, which basically comes down 
to the same thing. I call it the Wild West. 

But listen, if you can, please keep sending 
your paper. I know it may seem strange — we here 
in Brazil — involved in our work with the forest 
and her inhabitants may seem to have little to do 
with "modern" life in America and your battle to 
save the last vestiges of wild lands; your last big 
seed tree*rthFmts^Jhat have escaped the axes 
and sd^ vs. Tffl ^y&usee, we are all brothers and 
sisters underthe sun (even though some humans 
have given up the right to be conscious of the 
fact). We need to know how you are; what you're 
up to. We don't have TV or a telephone. The local 
town doesn't even sell newspapers (for what 
that's worth). We honestly loved to hear from 
you. 

Thanks heaps for your paper, which oth- 
erwise we couldn't afford to subscribe to. 

For the Earth, 

Pete and D'eby 

P.S. Can you tell us a good way to stop diesel road 
making equipment? Where we live has been 
isolated up to recent times . Tourist pressure threat- 
ens an untouched area of forests at the back of our 
valley. We would love to have the cash to buy up 
the forest when the old guy who owns it sells it 
(which won't be long), but we know that's a bit 
too much of a dream. Subdivision threatens with 
an increase in "ecologic" tourists. We own land 
on two sides of this high valley and any road 
would have to pass through our place. We are 
trying to build/enhance a forest bridge to link the 
two separated sides, thus returning passage to the 
monkeys, panthers and so many other native 
animals. Anyway, in Australia I learnt about 
sugar in the gas tank; does it work? Are there 
other means? Words don't work — please help. 

Caixa Postal 9 
Aiuruoca 37450 
Minas Gerais 
Brasil 
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More of the Rendezvous Diary 


continued from page 4 
people (mostly men) tell me what to 
do with my body: "Breeders!!" I 
don't plan to have another child, 
but I don't need that decision to be 
dictated to me. And I'm sick of the 
lack of sensitivity to those of us who 
became parents before our environ- 
mental awareness/activism entered 
our lives. I'm sick of the hate di- 
rected to my kid. What am I sup- 
posed to do? Dump her off on the 
highway to the next Rendezvous? 

I'm pissed that once again 
there seems to be a lack of any 


alliance with local Native Ameri- 
cans. I hope next year an effort will 
be made to be more inclusive to 
such a kindred community. 

MICHAEL, AGE 12, SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA: It was a very boring 
time, but I had some interesting 
times too. In my point of view, 
there were too many things for adults 
to do and not enough things for 
children to do. 

KLIN, SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA: 
A real highlight for me was the work- 
shop I led entitled "Gays, Lesbians 
and Bisexuals in Earth First!" The 
workshop stemmed from a feeling 
of polarization and disconnection 
that a lot of queers in this move- 
ment feel. Most people felt that 
there wasn't a lot of overt 
homophobia in the movement, and 
that attitudes toward queers in EF! 
have improved over the past few 
years. There was a general feeling of 
ignorance and invisibility — that 
heterosexuals inthis movement sim- 
ply don't think about issues that 
affect us: how it feels to often be the 
only out of the closet queer in our 
local group, a feeling of invisibility 


in a predominantly heterosexual 
movement. A lot of us felt alienated 
because our beliefs and lifestyles vary 
a lot from the queer community, 
but our sexuality makes us feel like 
a real minority in Earth First! 

My main idea for the work- 
shop was a chance to network with 
other queers and discuss a lot of our 
feelings of how it is to be queer and 
an Earth Firstier. There was a fairly 
good turnout for the workshop and 
a lot of creative ideas were gener- 
ated. I found it really inspiring — 
there seemed to be a real feeling of 


"Ohmygod! I'm not the only one." 
I was also glad to have the opportu- 
nity to connect with like-minded 
folk and look forward to network- 
ing in the future. 

KAREN, VANCOUVER, BRITISH 
COLUMBIA: The first RRR I've been 
to. Basically, I've had fun, met some 
cool people, and it's been worth it. 
I've been somewhat disappointed 
with the lack of direction and ac- 
tion in workshops — they seem to 
mostly consist of name exchange 
and too much insincere comments, 
vague ideas, nothing concrete 
enough. The Sea Shepherd work- 
shop was a definite plus — it would 
be cool to see more EF! action ori- 
ented things. I understand the ne- 
cessity for blowing off steam within 
a tight group, but also feel a certain 
elitist attitude toward newcomers 
and their ideas. On the whole, 
though, most people are open and 
friendly. I don't know; basically, as 
1 said before, a good thing, just some 
disappointment in people's behav- 
ior (at times I've been thinking, "This 
is an 'alternative' community? 
Seems like a lot of outside shit exists 
here.). But ya know, mostly fun. 


Thanks to those who made it cool. 

ROGER, SAN FRANCISCO: I've en- 
joyed the Rendezvous immensely; 
it's been a very rich introduction to 
EF! and the people who live it. In 
addition to the wonderful experi- 
ences of the last few days, I encoun- 
tered one rather disturbing element 

— a recurring tendency on the part 
of some EFiers to deride and dismiss 
other modes of being. Direct action 
is the heart and soul of EF! for some 

— anything else to happen under 
the guise of EF!, such as commu- 
nity-building, ritual, or per- 
sonal discussion, is treated 
as trivial distraction. Also, 
the general tone of mock- 
ery toward the Rainbow 
strikes me as having deeper 
implications, as a dismissal 
of even the ideas of love, 
peace and healing. There 
seemed to be no way to 
defend these things for their 
own sake. No different from 
anywhere else in society, I 
guess, but I thought the 
hyperbole was an impedi- 
ment to real brotherhood/ 
sisterhood. 

BILLI, MAINE: I've never 
felt true community until 
meeting EFiers. Getting 
together to share ideas of 
creativity, tactics and play 
is a necessity to keep going 
when we are all so spread 
apart. Refreshing! Empow- 
ering! 

JOHNNY EDGE, WASH- 
INGTON: My first RRR and 
my first year directly in- 
volved with EF! It was good 
to be here, to see the kids 
(under 20 bracket). Good 
clean fun, but there's work 
to do. P.S. Alcohol's the 
downfall. Fuck it. 

MARTIN, NORTHWEST 
CASCADES BIOREGION: 
Since my first RRR in 1986, 
Earth First! has undergone tremen- 
dous strains and held together, emo- 
tionally and philosophically, 
bonded by our respect and love for 
the Earth. Empowering informa- 
tive workshops, ranging from medi- 
tation and drumming to activist 
funding and reproductive responsi- 
bility, combine within our very di- 
verse, powerful movement. Our 
one week is not long enough, but 
much work in defense of the wild 
places remains to be done outside 
our Rendezvous. 

MIRA, VANCOUVER, BRITISH CO- 
LUMBIA: More diversity in EF! than 
I would have expected. Good to see 
so many weirdo freaks and anar- 
chists. Some great community — 
can be very isolating up in the great 
north. I look forward to hangin' 
and singin ' with more of these crazy 
folks. By the way, EF! has the best 
musicians — don't forget to kneel at 
their feet. 

WILHELMINA MOOSEPUNCH, VW 
EF!: Well goodness gracious, this 
has been quite the GVR (good vibes 
Rendezvous) hasn't it? I couldn't 
continued on page 23 
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MESSAGE DISPLAY FOR 


To 

From: 

Postmark: Jun 09,92 


Delivered: Jun 09,92 

Subject: Forwarded: "ALERT" EFJRRR - SJNF - JUNE 27 -JULY 5, 1992 

Comments : 

From: 

Date: Jun 09,921 
PLEASE ALERT ALL PERSONNEL. 

Previous comments: 

From: John U. Ayer :R02F11A 
Date: Jun 08,92 4:15 PM 

earth first alert. . .northern chapters could be moving thru our area 
to the san Juan. see enclosed note from Gary Qualls. 

Previous comments : 

From: Gary Qualls :R02A 
Date: Jun 08,92 2:38 PM 

Message: 

From: DENNIS M. MURPHY :R02F04D02A 
Date: Jun 05,92 5:10 PM 

PLEASE REINFORCE INTERNALLY AND EXTERNALLY CAUTIONS AND AWARENESS 
LEVELS AS 300+ EF! HARD CORE ENVIRONMENTALIST CONVERGE ON COLORADO. 

OUR INTELLIGENCE ANALYST ADVISES THAT MIKE ROSELLE AND OTHER "HEAVY 
HITTERS" WILL BE ATTENDING AND THAT AN ATTEMPT TO SETTLE THEIR IN 
HOUSE DIFFERENCES AND BECOME STRONGER AND MORE COHESIVE IS ONE OF THE 
. GOALS THIS YEAR. THAT PROBABLY MEANS BECOMING MORE MILITANT. THE 
WEEK OF JUNE 22 AND THE WEEK OF JULY 6TH ARE HIGH RISK TIMES AS THEY 
ARRIVE AND DEPART THE AREA. A MAJOR ACTION IS PLANNED (SOMEWHERE) FOR 
JULY 6TH. AT RISK ARE: (1) LOGGING OR ROAD BUILDING/MAINTENACE 
EQUIPMENT. (2) SURVEY STAKES (3) UTILITY LINES (4) FENCES, 

LIVESTOCK, 

THEY HAVE INDICATED THEY WILL CLOSE ROADS BE ALERT TO NAILS/SPIKES! 

ADVISE ALL EMPLOYEES TO BE ALERT, OBSERVE & RECORD SUSPICIOUS 
VEHICLES. WE EXPECT HIGH ATTENDANCE AT THE RENDEVOUS BY EAST 
COASTERS AND CANADIANS! WATCH FOR OUT OF STATE VEHICLES MEETING EF 
STER0TYPE. IF YOU HAVE VANDALISM OR ECOTAGE IMMEDIATLY NOTIFY YOUR 
SERVICING SPECIAL AGENT OR THE REGIONAL SPECIAL AGENT. 

GARY FLEASE SEND TO OTHER ZONES ETC AS APPROPRIATE! BE CAREFUL OUT 
THERE! 

We're told this is a Forest Service internal memo leaked to an anonymous Earth 
Firstier. Is it legit? You decide. 


Activist 

funding 

continued from page 5 
stories. 

Journal: Suppose an activist is 
working at a job she hates and 
would like to be a full-time Earth 
Firstier. How would she get 
started? 

Syndee: Number one, and this is 
always number one, clearly define 
your most intimate passion and how 
that translates into action for the 
earth. What is your focus issue? 
Identify what it is that you want to 
do, because that is what people are 
interested in. It's easy to raise money 
from people who know you and 
trust you and love you — they're 
going to give you support regardless 
of what you do. When you start 
approaching people who are ac- 
quaintances, people you don't know 
very well, they have to see on paper 
what it is that you do. Inventory 
your skills and what you do well and 
put it on paper. It should clearly 
articulate who you are and what 
you want to do. 

I am very generalist in what 
I believe in and what I do; however, 
I'm very focused in how I go about 
raising money. I succinctly state 
what I do on paper in a maximum of 
three pages and I'm able to articu- 
late what T do in two minutes. 

When you ' ve done that, give 
it to everybody you know. If these 
people are not in your community, 
mail it out. However, if they are 
local, make a point to get together 
one on one. Give them your pro- 
posal and talk about it. I explain 
that every person who sponsors me 
gets a letter twice a year telling them 
what I am doing. 

If I sense that people aren't 
ready to support me and especially 
if I know they don't have exorbitant 
resources themselves, I will suggest 
a dollar a month: $12. People are 
usually pretty comfortable giving 
me $12. 1 tell them, explicitly, what 
$12 can do for me. Two books of 
stamps which enable me to send my 
proposal out to additional people to 
extend my network. Twelve dollars 
provides me with food for three 
days. It's — and I hate to say this — a 
tank of gas to get me to a workshop 
that I'm going to be doing. 

Journal: You mentioned extend- 
ing one's network. Suppose an 
activist got ten people to commit 
to giving him a dollar or more per 
month, and he doesn't know any- 
-one else to ask. The people he sees 
in a typical day may be people at 
the natural foods store, or the per- 
son who puts gas in his car. Are 
these people you would ask for 
money? 

Syndee: It depends. When I say that 
I ask for money from everybody I 
meet, I mean people with whom I 
have enough time to establish a 
friendly rapport. Somebody who 
works in the natural foods store 
whom you see over and over, abso- 
lutely. Somebody that I meet on a 
bus that is sitting next to me, abso- 
lutely, because I am going to have 
an opportunity to talk with that 

continued on page 23 
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Journal meeting 


continued from page 4 
this picture? It eventually occurred 
to us that we were using a lot of 
words like "power", "authority", and 
"job description". Occasionally 
words poked up like "trust", "re- 
spect", and "magic", but at first we 
forgot to notice them. It was a 
clearcut case of our bureau-brains 
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making us forget who we really are. 
Let's face it, this movement is made 
special by the magic of a lot of 
strong-willed, cantankerous, free- 
spirited souls who are willing to lay 
their lives on the line in defense of 
the sacred earth and wild life who 
aren't necessarily responsive to be- 
ing told what to do. None of us 
really fits into any mold at 
all, and that's all good. We 
are what we are, simply, and 
with no need to formalize 
it. Because even if we did 
formalize it, it would all 
change in six months any- 
way, and we'd still need to 
have another Journal meet- 
ing, right? 

So, we don't want 
an editor? Alright, no edi- 
tor. But we want Mike — we 
got Mike. That's what we 
agreed, point one and two: 

/Mike will be Mike and the 
collective will be the collec- 
tive. Mike might decide to, 
say, override a block in the 
collective, and the collective might 
decide to, say, humiliate Mike in 
public if he were to do something 
like throw away a submission before 
anyone else sees it. Now, I'm n<5t 


saying that ever happened; I just r ', 
made it up. But that's what it's alk . 
about: the collective is empowered 
to deal with Mike and Mike to deal j 
with them. I mean, in a tribal scene, 
any kind of leader is only a leader as 
long as the people like her or his h 
leading, que no? J><J 

So that's what we say: Jour- 
nal collective and Mike, go 
for it! Treat each other with 
respect and trust, and each 
of you with your strong stub- 
born spirits, weave your 
magic. This arrangement 
will continue until next 
year's Rendezvous, with a 
review at the Shawnee ac- 
tivists' conference this win- 
ter. 

Then there was 
some stuff about money and 
subscriptions. (So sorry for 
the temporary lapse into 
woo- land.) Everyone agreed 
that the whole staff should 
get more money, maybe 
even enough to sustain their 
eating habits. In order to do that, we 
agreed that Mike's first task was to 
increase the number of Journal sub- 
scriptions. Actually, this was Mike's 
idea. When he showed up for the 
second half of the meeting the fol- 
lowing day, he reminded us that in 
the early days of Earth First! folks 
used to peddle subscriptions like 




5TAND ASIDE 


evangelists peddle Bibles. We got a 
good rag now, so this is probably 
something we should all do again, 
and not just because these folks need 
more money. 


pay will increase 


It was 
/agreed that 
once the 
money from 
new subscrip- 
tions starts 
coming in, 

Mike will be 
paid $100 a 
week. With 
subsequent 
income, the 
collective 
staffers will 
also get a raise 
to the same le 
on, everyone's 
equally. 

The second day of the Jour- 
nal meeting was also the day of the 
tribal dance, so we were able to 
reach consensus on an astounding 
amount of issues in a surprisingly 
short amount of time. Here they 
are, pretty much just like Richard, 
our official note taker, wrote them: 

The members of the fish- 
bowl advise the Journal Collective 
to: 

1. Develop job descriptions 
and bring ideas to the activists' con- 
ference. 

2. Make an effort to 
get as much as possible from 
the different regions. If 
something significant hap- 
pens in a region and no one 
is willing or able to submit 
an article then someone 
from the Journal should con- 
tact the region and write the 
article. Journal writers 
should contact those actu- 
ally participating in the ac- 
tion when possible. 

3. Consider security 
issues raised at the meeting. 

4. Develop a system 
to use interns. 

5. Leave the Journal 
in Missoula. 

6. The Journal will print in 
every issue guidelines for submis- 
sions. If there is any significant 
change to an article in the editing 
process, the Journal will make a rea- 
sonable effort to contact the writer. 

It was also suggested that 
this group act as an advisory board 
to the Journal staff. Nobody really 
felt like formalizing that, although 



BLOCK 


we did in the 
end exchange 
addresses and 
agree to stay 
in touch and 
keep the lines 
of communi- 
cation open 
especially in 
the event of 
a n 

emergency...as 
should we all. 

Addition- 
ally, the group 
activists' con- 
terence. We agreed that the confer- 
ence is not an invitation-only event. 
However, local groups will be en- 
couraged to send representatives so 
that we can keep the numbers down 
and participants will be vouched 
for. The fishbowl system will be 
used. 

A conference committee will 
be formed from representatives for 
the Journal, the Shawnee organizers, 
and the Direct Action Fund. The 
committee will send out a letter 
before the conference to find out 
the financial needs of participants, 




SILENT CHEER 

and will devise a way to divide any 
money there might be. 

Fight on, warrior; weavers 
of magic, dance on; writers of Jour- 
nal, Journal on. 


Scamoco Action 


continued from page 1 
receive tax breaks for doing it. 
Amoco wouldn't even hire local la- 
borers; the company brings in its 
workers from out of state. 

A passel of outstanding 
musicians played plenty of good 
songs, including "If George Bush is 
an Environmentalist, then I'm the 
Queen of England," "Scamoco Has 
Got to Go," "Our State is a Pump 
Site," and "Rocky Mountain High" 
sung by the John Denver Brigade. 

Ultimately there were about 
150 protesters who performed skits, 
chanted and sang along with the 
music, drummed, took pictures, ate, 
were interviewed, were photo- 
graphed, cooked lunch, caught some 
rays, smelled hydrogen sulfide from 
a holding pond, and went for water 
until the police decided well, fun's 
fun, but. . .and gave us a ten-minute 


dispersal warning. They waited until 
they had plenty of reinforcements, 
of course. Police cars and vans and 
a fire truck equipped with the "Jaws 
of Life" became the silent actors in 
the drama that followed. 

We moved from our posi- 
tion near the site to beyond the 
police line close to the road. As we 
sang and watched, the police began 
arresting people, including some 
very surprised EFlers who had as- 
sumed they'd be allowed to move to 
the road. The 19 arrestees were 
loaded into the waiting vans. After 
their departure, the rest of us dis- 
persed. Some folks went to the jail 
to give support, while the rest of us 
headed to Carver's, the brewpub 
where we'd planned to meet follow- 
ing the action. 

Carver's, and later 
Farquahrt's, proved to be good wa- 


tering holes (the food wasn't bad 
either), but poor places to hold a 
post-action analysis session. We 
wound up going to a nearby school 
for showers, etc. Some of us then 
headed to a local activist's house, 
while others fell sleepily to the floor. 
Before retiring, I managed to see us 
on one of the local channels. 

The next morning, not too 
early, we headed back to a park in 
Durango for a belated analysis ses- 
sion. A lot of people had already 
split, but about 50 of us mulled over 
what we did right and wrong, and 
how we could do it better next time. 

Many points were brought 
out. Before an action, everyone needs 
to attend a non-violence prep, not 
just those intending to get arrested. 
People also need to know in advance 
the consequences of not giving their 
name when the judge asks. It was 


impossible to hold a follow-up ses- 
sion in a bar. A number of people had 
earlier promised to support the 
arrestees, but only a few actually did 
it. The locations for both the action 
and the follow-up meeting were not 
clearly given to everyone in advance, 
which led to logistical problems. Fi- 
nally, jail solidarity fell apart imme- 
diately — people need to know that 
getting arrested is only half the ac- 
tion. 

That said, this was still a 
kick-ass action! While the Durango 
Herald ran a story that contained 
several inaccuracies, it printed an 
excellent photo of the two protest- 
ers at the front door with their signs, 
"Free the Wild" and "Earth First!" 
We wrapped up the session and 
most of us headed over to the court- 
house a block away to give support 
to our friends in jail. 
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'96 Olympics Threaten Georgia's 

Stone Mountain 



by Larry Winslett 

Stone Mountain Park in Georgia, is home to the 
world's largest exposed granite monolith. It is 
also home to a great diversity of rare plants and 
trees which are soon scheduled to be developed 
for the 1996 Olympics. Construction for as many 
as six venues is planned, including a 20,000-seat 
tennis stadium and 10,000-seat cycling stadium. 
This overdeveloped small park, near the town of 
Stone Mountain, is just over 3,000 acres; the 
natural areas that remain should be saved. Other 
sites — some with existing facilities — have ex- 
pressed interest in these projects. 

The state-owned park is run by the Stone 
Mountain Memorial 
. Association (SMMA) 
and Park General 
Manager Larry Allen . 

The SMMA is an 
eight-member board 
consisting of seven 
gubernatorial ap- 
pointees and the De- 
partment of Natural 
Resources commis- 
sioner. The board ap- 
pears to be account- 
able to no one for its 
actions, and its gen- 
eral regard for nature 
tends toward the "if 
it doesn't generate 
income it's expend- 
able" philosophy. 

One frustrated 
former state senator 
said, "This is abso- 
lutely an utterly ri- 
diculous way to run a 
park." Another rep- 
resentative was more 
to the point when he 
commented, "Basi- 
cally it's a situation 

where, 'we're going to do what we want to do.'" 

After development of a rail spur (which 
has since become a major money loser), and a 
convention center — both of which were funded 
by a $25,000,000 grant of taxpayers' money — 
General Manager Allen said, "Once these projects 
are finished, major construction will cease for- 
ever." That was in 1988. The SMMA should be 
forced to act responsibly and protect the rare 
plants, trees and naturaJ areas of the park by 
prohibiting any further development. 

Reports vary on the number of rare plant 
species that exist in the park. The last compre- 
hensive information is from 1968. Two species 
have been listed under the federal Endangered 
Species Act by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
as endangered, the pool sprite ( Amphianthus 
Pusillus) is threatened, and the black-spore 
quillwort ( Isoetes Melanspora) is endangered. Re- 
covery plans for these two plants have been 
prepared for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and the Georgia Department of Natural Re- 
sources, but as yet have not been implemented. 
These plans contain specific recommendations 
for Stone Mountain. Several other plants are 
federal candidate species. Some are listed by the 
Georgia Wildflower Preservation Act, which is 
limited in scope, and hasn't been updated since 
the mid-70s. Georgia law offers no protection 
against habitat destruction, one of the major 
causes of species decline worldwide. It also pro- 
vides no protection against recreational overuse, 
a problem in all parks. The ratio of people to land 
area in Stone Mountain Park makes it one of the 
most vulnerable of all the nation's parks. 
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Other rare plant species at the park, such 
as the Georgia oak, have no protection of any 
kind. Extensive plant inventories are no longer 
kept; park officials don't have a clue as to what 
species exist there. When nature is ignored, the 
damage to sensitive ecosystems can be substan- 
tial. 

There are numerous trails, including a 
6.5-mile National Recreation Trail, that need to be 
protected. Historical sites, such as the grist mill 
and covered bridge, have been allowed to deterio- 
rate. They should be restored and protected. Park 
officials blame their poor condition on vandal- 
ism, rather than admitting to their own misman- 
agement and neglect. 
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country's most visible and popular wholesalers of 
environmental enlightenment. 

Since there are no federal funds involved in 
Olympic development (although there is some 
state funding), there is no easy legal solution to 
slow further destruction of Stone Mountain Park. 
Local activists need to get as many people as pos- 
sible to voice support for the park's protection. 

This kind of short-term, high-impact de- 
velopment has no place in this park or any other. 
Please write those listed below. Tell them to keep 
the Olympics out of Stone Mountain Park, and use 
the available alternative sites. Tell them to force the 
SMMA to protect plants, natural areas, and historic 
sites, and to implement recovery plans for sensitive 

species. If you do 
not live in Georgia, 
write anyway. 
While Stone Moun- 
tain Park is one of 
our nation's most 
popular parks, even 
more importantly, 
it is the center of 
granite outcrop 
species in the 
Southeast. 

Write or 

call; 



The SMMA claims to never have enough 
money, yet six million visitors annually pay park 
entry fees, plus additional fees for countless tour- 
ist attractions such as river boats, a train and a 
miniature golf course. With this abundant source 
of revenue, where does all the money go? By 
obvious appearance, it is not spent on park main- 
tenance. The SMMA has wasted as much as 
$250,000 on sidewalks and fences in areas of the 
park which are seldom used. Administrative perk 
packages are lucrative. General Manager Larry 
Allen resides in $218,000 home, and has an ex- 
pense account which is equivalent to that of 
Georgia's governor. 

Stone Mountain is not pristine wilder- 
ness; it is not as glamorous as some of our more 
famous parks. It is, however, a unique natural 
place rich in plant diversity. We can't afford to be 
complacent about our rare plants and animals, 
wherever they may be. Our smaller parks may be 
the only haven for certain rare or unique species. 
We must protect our biological and genetic diver- 
sity; it is the fabric of our evolution, and the 
security of the future. 

During the past year and a half , the struggle 
to preserve Stone Mountain has generated the 
classic avoidance response of buck-passing. The 
SMMA has adopted a smug "ignore the opposi- 
tion and they will go away" attitude. Activists 
have tried to engage all of the major environmen- 
tal groups in Georgia with little success. One 
organization's spokesperson declared, "We have 
no intention of saying anything against Olympic 
development. It would be too controversial an 
issue." This statement came from one of the 


Governor 
Zell Miller 

Commis- 
sioner Joe D. Tan- 
ner 

203 State 

Capitol 

205 Butler St. S.E. 
Suite 1252 

Atlanta, 
GA 30334 

Atlanta, 
GA 30334 

Phone: 
(404) 656-1776 

Phone: (404) 656-3500 

Fax: (404)656-2612 
Fax: (404) 656-2285 

Stone Mountain Memorial Association 
Box 778 

Stone Mountain, GA 30086 
Phone: (404) 498-5600 

For further information and to help save this unique 
park, please contact Larry Winslett, Route 3, Box 
3044, Hartwell, GA 30643. 


the blank wall — > 

Tired of seeing computer-generated text stacked 
in neat little columns? Feel like your bioregion 
doesn't get enough editorial attention? Don't 
despair. Just send us enough material to fill up the 


We will not edit the Blank Wall. Arrange it as 
you desire. You will be completely responsible for 
anything you print on your pages. Lay it out if 
you want to, or take advantage of whatever exper- 
tise we may be able to offer. 

Tell us when you want to fill the Blank Wall, 
and you will get your chance when your turn 
comes around, unless another group needs the 
space for a particularly urgent issue. Have at! 
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Sea Shepherd Conservation Society 


USA: 1314 2nd St. 

Santa Monica, CA 90401 
Tel: 010) 394-3198 


Canada: P.O. Box 48446 

Vancouver, B.C. V7X1A2 
Tel: (604) 688-SEAL 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


JULY 17, 1992 


CONFRONTATION AND CONFISCATION ON THE HIGH SEAS, 

The Sea Shepherd Conservation Society engaged in a 
confrontation with two Japanese driftnet vessels on July 12, 

1992 at 0600 hours. 

The high seas encounter took place at 41 , 27'' North, 

162' 11' ' West between the Japanese driftnet ships YEN WAN 
MARU 68 and the YEN WAN MARU 76 and the two Sea Shepherd 
Society ships SEA SHEPHERD II and the EDWARD ABBEY. 

The SEA SHEPHERD II cut and confiscated nets from the YEN 
WAN MARU 76. Using sirens, horns, blank cannon loads and 
stink bulbs, the SEA SHEPHERD II chased the two Japanese 
ships from the area. The EDWARD ABBEY was utilized by the 
Sea Shepherd Society to document the confrontation. 

Captain Paul Watson, in command of the Sea Shepherd 
expedition, said, "the action was taken to focus attention 
on continued illegal driftnet activities by Japan". 

On July 14, a US Coast Guard plane overflew the Sea Shepherd 
ships and informed Captain Watson that Japan had entered an 
official complaint with the United States government. 

Captain Watson said that he welcomed the Japanese complaint, 

"they ignored us when we rammed two of their ships in 1990, 
finally we got their attention! This now gives us a forum 
to address the criminal rape of the North Pacific by these 
high seas bandits". 

The Sea Shepherd Conservation Society is prepared to fight 
the Japanese on this issue in court and in the forum of 
public opinion. 

The July 12 action did not endanger any lives and no damage 
was sustained by any of the ships involved. 

The action was thoroughly documented from the EDWARD ABBEY 
by a Sea Shepherd film crew and by an independent crew from 
Yorkshire television in Great Britain.. 

The Sea Shepherd's 1992 driftnet crew hail from Canada, 

Britain, the U.S.A., Mexico, Australia and Peru. 

The SEA SHEPHERD II and EDWARD ABBEY will arrive in Ucluelet 
on Vancouver Island at approximately 0930 hours on July 20. 
Dramatic footage available upon arrival. 

-30- UPDATE: 



International Marine Mammal Protection & Conservation 
A Non-Profit Society 
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Monday, July 13: the Captain of 
the Yen Wan Maru 76 alleges the 
driftnetters fled from the SEA 
SHEPHERD II under a barrage of 
Molotov cocktails and rocks. 
Japan registers an official 
complaint with the U.S. Coast 
Guard and the State Department. 

Sunday, July 19, 0500 hours: 

The EDWARD ABBEY and the SEA 
SHEPHERD II are stopped by the 
Coast Guard and questioned 
extensively about the High Seas 
confrontation. 

Monday, July 20: The EDWARD 
ABBEY, followed by the SEA 
SHEPHERD II, sails into 
Ucluelet on Vancouver Island. 
Both ships are searched and, as 
this is being typed, the crews 
are clearing customs. The B.C. 
press heralds the Society’s 
confrontation with the 
driftnetters. Sea Shepherd 
office phones ring with TV 
viewers calling to decry drift 
netters and demand we do 
“whatever it takes" to get the 
murderous nets out of the 
oceans forever. 




ANOTHER KIEL FLAG 

FOR THE STACK 


On the night of May 27, after 
we had infiltrated Kaohsiung 
Harbor, we heard distant 
explosions. These were not the 
ubiquitous fireworks that you 
hear in China. Then we heard 
many police sirens and what we 
thought were gunshots. We 
quickly fled the harbor and 
returned to our room. 

On the television later that 
evening we learned that the 
police had just broken up the 
largest anti-pol lution protest 
in Taiwan’s history: 900 
demonstrators had been camping 
out in front of the China 
Petroleum Corporation’s Talin 
Factory in Kaohsiung. They were 
demanding compensation for 
their homes. The demonst rators 
said that their lands had been 
so badly polluted by toxic 
emissions that they were no 
longer livable. 

And how did the Taiwanese 
government deal with it? They 
denied that there were any 
toxic releases, and then 
brutally uprooted the 
demonstrators. It became clear 
to us that what we were dealing 
with here is what Goebbels, 
Hilter’s minister of 
propaganda, called "the big 
lie". The Taiwanese were lying, 
and lying is just part of their 
strategy. 

We had gotten our photographs 
and evidence - more than 
enough. But we were angry. In 
our guts we knew we hadn’t done 
enough. But that night would be 
an ideal night, with all the 
police at the nearby 
demonstration. So we crept back 
to Kaohsiung Harbor. At 1.30 am 
on Thursday, May 28, we snuck 
aboard a 110 foot, 300 ton 
vessel called the Jiang Hai , 
(which means building 
cooperation) that had just 
pulled into harbor for the Tong 

process of conversion into a 
drift netter. We chose it 
because it appeared that no one 
was on board. We had our tools 
with us. 

Within five minutes we were in 
the engine room, working 
busily. We had visited a 
Buddhist temple earlier in the 
week, and now as we found a Zen 
calm envelope us we unbolted 
the sea cocks. 

Silence, and then BOOM! as the 
cover blew off the sea cock and 
flew across the other side of 
the engine room. Now we had a 
raging 30 centimeter stream of 
filthy Kaosiung bay water 
pouring into the engine room of 
a would-be drift netter. It was 
the most beautiful polluted 
water we had ever seen. 

The noise of the water was 
deafening. Our thoughts now 
were only to "get the hell out 
of there". We were not going to 
stay around and watch it go 
down. By the time we were 
climbing up the ladder the 
water was half way to our 
knees. 





drift net destruction 


Japan has confirmed that it has 30 
scientists working full time preparing a 
report for the United Nations which they 
hope will justify continued pelagic 
driftnetting. 

Kazuo Shima, deputy director-general of 
the Japan Fisheries Agency, has stated 
that his country will examine the 
possibility of continuing to drift net 
after June 1992, a dhte recommended by 
the U.N. for shutting down all drift net 
operations. 

Already the U.N. s’ Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) has accepted some of 
Japan’s arguments that drift nets could 
safely be used, with the implementation 
of some conservation management routines. 
-Fishing News International, summer 1991 

UPDATE: The United Nations bows to the 
greed of driftnetting countries and 
advances the deadline on drift nets to 
January 1993, thereby assuring six more 
months of oceanic carnage. 



REOONNAI STANCE IN TAIWAN 


HOW ARE DRIFT NETTING NATIONS RESPONDING 
TO THE BAN? THE FOLLOWING IS A REPORT 
FROM A COVERT SEA SHEPHERD SOJOURN TO 
TAIWAN THIS PAST SPRING 


MAY 1992 - The city of Kaohsiung, in 
southwest Taiwan, is the home port of 
Taiwan’s drift net fleets. Up to one 
third of the world’s drift netters 
operate from this three kilometer-wide 
harbor. 

Taiwan has been the number one renegade 
country of the world’s pirate drift 
nettters. But recently, Taiwan announced 
that it would abide by the United Nations 
resolution No. 46/215, which calls for 
the complete elimination of pelagic drift 
net fishing by July, 1992. We went to 
see for ourselves. (NOTE: the U.N. 
extended the deadline to January, 1993) 

One of the first things you find out 
about Kaohsiung Harbor is that you cannot 
get to it. It is off-limits to anyone 
but sea men and dock workers. Why is 
this? There are no military bases here, 
and China has no interest or ability in 
attacking Taiwan. What are they hiding? 
We wanted to know. 

After several attempts we managed to get 
into the drift net section of the harbor. 
This was not easy for people taller and 
of a different color than everyone else. 
What we found after we got in surprised 
even us. 

In the filthy harbor we counted at 
least 170 driftnet boats. But we had 
expected to find a lot of boats, since 
Taiwan supports a fleet of at least 600 
drift netters. We saw and photographed 
many piles of new drift net five meters 
high and 100 meters long. This did not 
especially surprise us either. But what 
did stun us was the number of new boats 
onto which the driftnet was being loaded. 
We counted at least 40 new or totally 
refurbished drift netter in harbor, with 
another 27 being entirely refitted for 
drift netting. 

Is this the behavior of a country that 
is getting out of drift netting? NO. 

Does a business or a country make major 
capital investments in an industry that 
it is abandoning? NO. 

To our surprise, we found a new 300 
meter-long pier still under construction 
and guarded by tight security. WE saw 
only drift netters at this pier, up to 25 
at a time, being loaded up with drift net 
and supplies before their departures. 

Does a country that is getting out of 
drift netting build new piers to handle 
more and more dri ftnetters? NO. 

We counted from four to eight boats 
leaving the harbor each day for their 
five-month cruises on the world’s oceans. 



Is this what a country that is getting 
out of drift netting does? NO. 

What would explain Taiwan’s behavior? 
Simply put: the Taiwanese government is 
not telling the truth. Taiwan has no 
intention of ending driftnetting ... 
Taiwan will say whatever it thinks will 
work, and then do whatever it thinks it 
can get away with at sea. As long as no 
one is watching. 

What we found in Kaohsiung Harbor was a 
major industrial process - employing 
thousands of people - going day and 
night, around the clock to put out ever 
more dri ftnetters. 

We also noticed some things in their 
absence. We never had a clear day in 
Kaohsiung. A permanent smog covered the 
city. Black smoke poured non-stop from 
any factory with a smokestack, in our 
ten days Kaohsiung, we only saw two 
birds. TWO BIRDS, in a city of one to 
one and a half million people. We never 
saw anyone fishing in Kaohsiung Harbor. 
One look and it was obvious why. The 
whole harbor was covered with an oily 
scum up to a centimeter thick. We saw 
numerous pipes over a meter in diameter 
pouring directly into a bay. The whole 
harbor reeked of chemicals and petroleum. 
Kaohsiung Harbor is a totally dead, toxic 
waste site beyond any hope of 
reclamation. We could only conclude that 
if Taiwan treats the open seas with half 
the disregard that it has treated her own 
waters, then our oceans will have no 
chance -if we let them. 
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NORWAY TO RESUME 


r 
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WHAL I NO 

Norway will resume commercial whale- 
hunting next year, plunging moves to 
protect remaining stocks in the world’s 
oceans into uncertainty. 

Norway’s announcement badly upset the 
opening session of the International 
Whaling Commission conference in Glasgow. 
Norwegian premier Gro Harlem Brundtland 
confirmed the move in Oslo. Gro has just 
come back from Rio where she was 
masquerading as one of the driving forces 
behind the Earth Summit. 

The IWC imposed an worldwide, but un- 
enforced, ban on whaling in 1985 for ten 
years. The ban was imposed only after the 
pressure of public opinion and dwindling 
stocks become too much for the whal i ng 
nations. There are very few whales left. 
This makes them more difficult to hunt. 
British officials at the International 
Whaling Commission conference described 
the Norwegian move as "a bombshell'' and 
angry environmental groups expressed 
fears of a return to the full-scale 
hunting and the rapid demise of depleted 
species. 

The Norwegians were condemned as 
“pirates" flying in the face of world 
opinion by Mr. Sidney Holt, scientific 
advisor to the International Fund for 
Animal Welfare. He said "If they go ahead 
with their plan to restart the commercial 
hunt next year, they should be condemned 
by every country in the world". 

Helen MacLachlan, of the Royal Society 
for the Prevention of Crulety to Animals, 
said the Norwegian behavior was 
"completely unacceptable", adding :"The 
IWC must not give in to blackmail". 


ICE LAND WITHDRAWS 
FROM THE I.W.C. 


And there was a further blow to the IWC, 
when Iceland anounced it was quittiing 
the commission. 

Icelandic Commissioner Gudmunder Eriksson 
said the decision had been taken with 
regret but he claimed the Commission was 
out of touch with "environmental trends". 
Iceland has not immediately committed 
itself to restart whale hunting and says 
they have no plans to take any of the 
mammals for scientific research. 



RRESS RELEASE 
SEA SHEPHERD U . K . 

SEA SHEPHERD DECLARES WAR ON WHALERS 


With Norway's totally unacceptable 
decision to with draw from the I.W.C. and 
resume commercial whaling, the Sea 
Shepherd Society declares it will regard 
the Eastern North Sea as a SECOND FRONT 
for it's campaigns against exploitation 
of marine resources and will take 
whatever actions necessary for to protect 
marine mammals. Sea Shepherd would like 
to remind Norway of what happened to half 
of the Icelandic whaling fleet in 
Reykjavik on November 9th 1986: half of 
their fleet was scuttled. 

On Sunday 28th, June 1992 Sea Shepherd 
Staged a protest at the Norwegian 
Embassy, London. This will be just the 
beginning of a campaign that Sea Shepherd 
will keep up until Norway retracts it's 
decision. 

SEA SHEPHERD CONSERVATION SOCIETY U.K. 

Box 5, Ashford, Middlesex, TW15 2PY 


Mr. Johann Sigurjonson, head of the 
Icelandic delegation, said Iceland was 
leaving the IWC because it was "an 
organization which restricted rather than 
regulated hunting". Whatever that means? 


We might well ask why Iceland and Norway 
are now forming a new organization with 
Greenland and our old friends the 
Faroese? Watch out for the North 
Atlantic Marine Mammal Commission. They 
plan to grant licences and quotas for the 
commercial exploitation of whales. 

And guess who is hosting next years IWC 
conference? Japan, the third nation 
pressing for the moratorium to be lifted 
and the largest whaling nation. 




WE KNOW YOU’VE ALREADY HEARD 
IT, BUT IN CASE YOU FORGOT, 
HERES A LITTLE DIRT ON DRIFT 
NETS: 

High-seas drift nets, usually 
50 km in length, do not 
discriminate between target 
species, mainly squid, and 
other species. The non-target 
species are called "bycatch 
and includes northern right 
whale dolphin, Dali’s porpoise, 
northern fur seal, striped 
dolphin, pelagic hammer-head, 
various shark species such as 
the black-footed albatross, 
laysan albatross and tufted 
puffin. 


The main Pacific drift net 
fishery, aimed at neon or 
"flying" squid, is responsible 
for an annual bycatch mortality 
of an estimated 800,000 sea 
birds and 120,000 marine 
mammals. 

In 1960, driftnet fleets stole 
35 million tons from the Seas. 
Every year since, technology 
and greed have conspi red to 
increase the kill. In 1990 
alone, 95 million tons of 
marine mammals, birds and fish 
were lost to the killer nets. 




For those oceanic cr iminal s 
caught in the act, it is the 
realization of their worst 
nightmares . 

Imagine the position of a 
pirate whaler, outlaw 
driftnetters or a criminal 
operator of a dolphin killing 
tuna boat . It is an 
intimidating sight to look up 
from their blood-and-gore 
encrusted decks to see seven 
hundred tons of avenging steel 
heading towards them. 

The fear rises in their throats 
and raises the hackles on the 
backs of their necks as they 
hear the shriek of steel 
cutting through steel and feel 
the shudder of their ship 
heeling over, the roar of the 
water pouring through a ripped 
hul l . 

Perhaps a different line of 
work is in order. 



Drawings by Peter Bravler. 


This Blank Wall was produced by environmentally 
disturbed Sea Shepherd crew members and volunteers. 


AN OH-SO-BRIEF HISTORY OF THE SEA 
SHEPHERD CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

In the late 70’ s, Greenpeace’s seal 
campaign was in full swing. Paul Watson, 
one of the groups founders, found himself 
face to face with a hunter, club raised, 
ready to bludgeon a white coat. Watson 
grabbed the club from the sealers hand 
and threw it into the icy waters. This 
direct action was deemed too violent for 
Greenpeace’s taste, and Watson left the 
organization to start a group with a 
different take on conservation. 

In 1979, the Sea Shepherd Society was 
founded. Initial funding for the Society 
was provided by grants from the Fund for 
Animals (NY) and the Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
(U.K. ). 

WE ARE NEITHER AN EDUCATION 
ORGANIZATION NOR A LOBBYING GROUP. Since 
its inception, the Sea Shepherd Society 
has been aggressively committed to saving 
marine wildlife through direct action, 
without sustaining or causing a single 
injury or death. 

At this writing, the Society has two 
ships. The EDWARD ABBEY is a 95 foot ex- 
Coast Guard cutter, registered in the 
U.S.A. The SEA SHEPHERD II is a 187- 
foot British registered trawler. Both 
vessels are crewed by volunteers. 
Following is a list of the more 
celebrated victories of the Sea Shepherd 
crews over the past thirteen years. 

* 1979. The SEA SHEPHERD rams through ice 
floes for four days and against all 
odds, becomes the first ship to protect 
new born harp seals from an early death 
by spraying thousands of them with a 
red dye that rendered their fur 
unusable for 

fashion trade. 

* 1979 The SEA SHEPHERD hunts down the 
SIERRA - a notorious pirate whaling 
ship. The SEA SHEPHERD rams the SIERRA 
twice, causing no injuries to crew, but 
serious damages to the pirate vessel. 
Lloyd’s of London underwriters cancel 
her insurance and refuse to pay damages 
on an act of sabotage. 

* 1979 International publicity over 

the ramming of the Sierra motivates the 
arrest of the pirate whalers SUSAN and 
THERESA in South Africa. In a fitting 
finale to their murderous careers, the 
South African Navy, ( Hey, everybody’s 
politically correct once in a while), 
used both vessels for target practice. 

* 1980 After being repaired in Lisbon, 
the SIERRA receives another blow for 
aquatic life and sinks to a watery 
grave. 

* 1980 The ISBA I and ISBA II find 
themselves at the bottom of the Spanish 
harbor Vigo. The ships, killing for 
the Juan Masso whaling company, had met 
their legal "quota" of fin whales and 
did not want to stop. 

* 1983 SEA SHEPHERD blockaded the 
sealing fleet in Newfoundland. 

* 1985 SEA SHEPHERD disrupts the 
killing of pilot whales in the Danish 
Faroe Islands. 

* 1986 Two crew members sink half the 
Icelandic whaling fleet in Reykjavik 
harbor. On their way out of town, they 
sabotage the whale processing plant. 

* 1990 The SEA SHEPHERD rams two 
Japanese drift netters in the North 
Pacific. 

* 1991 The SEA SHEPHERD rams the JIN Y 
SHIANG off the coast of Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

* 1991 SEA SHEPHERD rams Mexican purse 
seiner TUNGUI. 

* 1991 A group of Native Americans 
charter the SEA SHEPHERD and from the 
ship, launch an occupation of the SANTA 
MARIA replica. 

* 1992 The SEA SHEPHERD II and the 
EDWARD ABBEY track down Costa Rican 
fishermen illegally long lining and 
finning shark, (cutting their dorsal 
fins off). The two ships, working in 
unison for the first time, chased them 
out of a conservation zone. 

* 1 992 See page one of The Wal 1 . 



Activist funding 


continued from page 16 
person. 

Journal: Many activists may feel hesitant to 
ask for money. How do you get past that self- 
consciousness? 

Syndee: It's important to engage people in a 
genuine way, not in the mundane. In our culture, 
the introductory exchange seems to be "What do 
you do?" Most Americans seem to categorize 
themselves for what they do by what their jobs 
are and that's how they define themselves. I 
choose not to use any of that dialogue with other 
humans. My question to people is "What's your 
story?" or "Share some of your stories with me." 


A lot of people, if they're not of our bend, 
will say, "Well, what do you mean?" I'll say, "I'd 
like to hear about your life stories." Often people 
are initially taken aback. I continue by saying, 
"What do you enjoy doing? What gives your life 
meaning?" Approaching people that way instead 
of with "What do you do?"avoids hearing people 
initially talk about their damn jobs. We can 
immediately connect. 

After 10 or 15 minutes, I'm much more 
comfortable asking for money and people are 
much more comfortable in supporting me be- 
cause they feel like they know me. And then they 
ask me, "What do you do?" And I always ask, "Do 
you want to hear the two-minute version or the 
heart version?" And 99% of the time people will 
say, "The heart version." I do not have a defined 
dialogue. It depends on my intuitive sense about 
the person. 

For a person who's fairly mainstream, 
with no dirt under their fingernails, I don't use 
earth radical terminology. In contrast, with some- 
one I think has more leaning and sensitivity to 
earth activism, I talk much more openly about 
what I do. Again, it's important to be very clear 
about what I do. I hook in to what the the person 
has shared with me. For instance, if that person 
has mentioned that they have children, I will talk 
about the work I do with children. 

Journal: When and how do you say, "Okay, I 
want your money." 

Syndee: I use my intuition to decide when to 
bring it up specifically. The words themselves 
vary from person to person, and I can't stress that 
enough. I may say something like, "The basic 
pledge I am looking for is one dollar a month. 
How does that sound to you?" That's a pretty 
classic approach. I say it with different adjectives 
and using a different amount if I sense the person 


has a lot of money or a lot of connections, say $ 1 0 
a month or $100 a month. If the person had a lot 
of flashy diamonds — I wouldn't say a dollar a 
month; that person would laugh at me. I'd say 
$100 a month. 

Journal : Have you succeeded in getting such a 
large pledge? 

Syndee: I've been being this direct for about four 
months. I've gotten two donations of $100 a 
month. Other times I've gotten $25-50 a month. 

Journal: It's important to recognize the advan- 
tages you have because you travel and give 
workshops. You have many more contacts 


with substantial incomes than most activists. 
Excluding the people you've met in that con- 
text, how successful have you been? 

Syndee: Outside of workshops or conferences, 
I've asked for at least $ 12 from 40 or 50 people in 
the last three months or so. Only one has said no. 

I've been so successful that right now I 
have probably four or five times the income I 
need. I try to keep a bit in my checking account, 
which is all I have, but anything beyond that I 
give away. I come right out and say that I use my 
monthly sponsorships to support other full-time 
activists. 

Journal: Suppose I'm raising this money for 
my work protecting old-growth forests in the 
northwest. Let's say I live in a city. Apparently, 
increasing the number of people that an activ- 
ist knows is critical. How do I do that? 

Syndee: Go everywhere that you see that there 
are masses of people. Concerts. Fairs. It's often 
too expensive to get a booth inside a fair, but you 
can sit outside the gates. I know very few of us 
shop at big grocery stores, but it may be worth our 
while to get to know the managers to get permis- 
sion to set up a table with our issue outside 
grocery stores. Where are the lines of people? 
That's where you need to go. 

Journal: How do you respond to people who 
say they already contribute to non-profit envi- 
ronmental groups? 

Syndee: We need to give credibility to the idea 
that the work of one person is important. We 
have to be confident in clarifying this. I explain 
that for each dollar they give me, a much greater 
percentage of it goes to support activism than if 
it were given to an organization. An activist 
doesn't have much administrative overhead. 


That's an important point to emphasize. 

Journal: What advice do you have for an 
activist who is so busy that finding the time 
and energy to raise money is difficult? 

Syndee: Look for "angels," people that are con- 
tacts out there who know of your work, and 
specifically ask them to raise a monetary amount 
for us . There are a couple of people who are doing 
that for me. They recruit other sponsorships for 
me. 

Journal: Can you give some advice on getting 
past one's assumptions about how people look, 
and assuming they wpn't contribute? 

Syndee: When I share stories with another per- 
son, I'm not thinking, "I'm going to get your 
money." It's "I have an opportunity to facilitate 
awareness in this person's life." As much as I 
want to be the person who facilitates the change, 
I know that it's maybe someone who interacts 
with this person ten people later that is going to 
trigger a change in outlook. I can't just roll my 
eyes at someone with a tie or nail polish and 
shaved legs; I don't say that uniform that you 
wear is the system I'm trying to overthrow so 
therefore I can't reach you. It's important to 
remember that I too used to live with not much 
awareness at some stage of my life. That helps me 
keep perspective. 

Syndee Brinkman invites individuals to contact her 
for advice. Write to her atP.O. Box 309, Washington, 
VA 22747-0309 or call (202) 310-3361; Econet: 
sbrinkman. 


Rendezvous Diary 

continued from page 1 6 

help but be impressed with how we are maturing 
as a tribe, learning different ways to change 
within our community. I'm thinking in particu- 
lar about the music scene this year. There was a 
desire to do more tribal music: drumming, sing- 
along, anyone-who-wants-sing-a-song kinds of 
stuff. A few years ago it would have taken form 
as "trash-the-musicians," the men-with-guitars 
attitude. We are all learning to unravel our social 
training so we can honor without idolizing the 
important roles the musicians have in our com- 
munity: bard, storyteller, recorder of our collec- 
tive history and perceptions. That's a great scene. 
So is the let's-all-make-music-together scene. Let's 
have it all and find ways for everyone to be a part. 

It seems worth our contemplating how 
our always being adversarial in our political work 
affects how we interact with each other. We are 
finding, and all responsiblefor finding, new ways 
besides the "factionalize and attack" mode which 
has been our primary gig for a while. Not that it 
hasn't been effective and tons of fun, mind you, 
but it sure warms my heart to see us working on 
changing with each other, rather than against 
each other. Aren't we growing up nicely? 

BEVERLY AGAIN: We drummed together, indis- 
tinguishable, the beat coming out of us in one 
unified driving sound. Primal rhythms arose 
from our unconscious, our mammal selves pound- 
ing our paws fiercely. Naked howling bodies 
danced and pulsated around the campfire. It had 
been dark for hours, but I felt more fresh than 
when I started at dusk. I drummed because I had 
to, because I couldn't resist the beat, the beat of 
the planet flowing through us. We raised energy, 
honored our aliveness, recharged ourselves in the 
dark and the blasting heat of the fire, moved our 
bodies and hearts and souls in celebration of our 
commitment to Mother Earth. 
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Storms to watch out for 
in British Columbia 


continued from page 1 
for B.C. Rainforest.'" Logging equip- 
ment owned by Fletcher Challenge 
was damaged in the Walbran Valley 
on Vancouver Island last May. Accor- 



ding 
to a 
spokes- 
man for 
F C , 

"We'll do 
what we 
view as neces- 
sary to protect 
the safety of our 
employees and 
the security of our 
company property." 

Another industry rep- 
resentative called the 
threat "terrorism." 

Tens of thousands 
of dollars worth of equip- 
ment has been damaged and 
trees have also been spiked. 
Another article in the same edi- 
tion of the Vancouver Sun quotes 
an EF!er as saying: "Tree-spiking to 
me. ..is a way of innoculating the 
forest against a disease.. .clear-cut- 
ting." 

To quote extensively from a 
Vancouver EF! press release: 

"...our campaign is off to a 
marvelous start. With the increase 
in security costs due to the fear of so- 
called 'terrorism' the multinational 


that this campaign of direct action 
is by no means limited to August 3. 
This date is simply a catalyst for a 
continued effort directed at corpo- 
rate slime, which will continue as 
long as is necessary. 

"It should also be made very 
clear that the real terrorists are 
the corporations and the indi- 
viduals who head these cor- 
porations who are destroy- 
ing beautiful living eco- 
systems. The real crimi- 
nals are those who are 
decimating the last of 
the old growth wil- 
derness areas." 

From 
Vancouver EFl's 
Action Alert: 
"The time to 
act is now! 
Organize 
yourself, 
your 
fijends> 
and 


Earth 
rapers 
are con- 
tinuing to 
increase 
their costs of 
doing busi- 
ness, further 
driving their 
profits lower. This 
can only be seen as 
a positive step toward 
their eventual elimina- 
tion from our rainfor- 
ests. 

"Representatives 
from Vancouver Earth First! 
recently attended the annual 
Earth First! gathering, the 
Round River Rendezvous, held in 
Colorado June 28-July 4. Intensive 
networking took place and we are 
pleased to announce that radical 
environmentalists from six coun- 
tries and numerous states will be 
targeting MacMillan Bloedel and 
Fletcher Challenge offices and sub- 
sidiaries. It should be made clear 


your local direct action group. Check 
out what the most appropriate tar- 
get is. Figure out what the best 
tactics would be. Office occupa- 
tion? Guerilla theater? Blockade? 
Banner hanging? Demonstrations? 
Or something more direct? There 
are many options; the choices are 
limited only by your imagination. 

"Once you've figured out 
what you're doing, if it's appropri- 
ate to let us know beforehand, 
please do. We would like to pub- 
licize your community as tak- 
ing part in the International 
Day of Action when we do 
our media work. Afterwards 
would be nice too — send 
us clippings, photos, etc. 
"Well folks, enjoy 
our information 
packet. Be safe. Be 
strong. Give 'em 
hellT Earth First!" 



To receive Van- 
couver Earth 
First! 's in- 
formation 
packet, 
write 
to: 


Vancouver EF!,Box21521,18SOCom- 
mercial Drive, Vancouver, B.C. V5N 
4AO Canada, or fax: 253-3073. 


Private Idaho 



continued from page 1 
start up again at any time. Recon- 
naissance teams are on patrol 24 
hours a day. 

Concurrent with the road 
stoppage, a group of EF!ers is plan- 
ning a protest trek from the site to 
Missoula, Montana. Departing on 
Saturday, July 25, the 160-mile jour- 
ney, mostly through Wilderness, will 
terminate in Missoula on Monday, 
August 1 7, Wild Rockies Wilderness 
Day. Coordinated demonstrations 
around the world are also planned 
for this date. 

The area to be roaded is per- 
fect old-growth corridor land, and 
includes habitat for wolf, wolverine 
and pine marten. In addition, silt 
and other debris would threaten the 
Chinook salmon, recently placed on 
the threatened species list. This 
listing may be why the Freddies 
have stopped construction for the 
time being. Also, Wild Rockies EFlers 
feel strongly that our mere presence 
here is acting as a deterrent. We 
plan to maintain that pressure by 
staying in the forest as long as nec- 
essary. We need as many people as 
possible throughout the season to 
come and maintain the blockade, 


And that's all the facts you 
need, you activists with naught to 
do this summer. Come to beautiful, 
truly wild, central Idaho and join in 
the fun! Your nutritional needs will 
be met, since a permanent kitchen 
is providing two square meals daily 
for all activists involved in the 
project. Catfish and Thunder are 
turning out some fine cuisine in- 
deed. Donations of bulk food are 
welcome, but we don't want your 
money. Warm sunny days end 
around 10:00 p.m. and nightly tem- 
peratures can get down into the 
high 30s, so a sleeping bag is essen- 
tial. Bring whatever items of a per- 
sonal nature you require, including 
food for the long march if you would 
like to walk a segment of it. 

If you take the time to look 
at an AAA map of the West, you'll 
find this huge open space right 
smack in the middle of the Rockies 
in Idaho. For the time being, let's 
fill that space with EFiers commit- 
ted to preventing the planned build- 
ing of 140 miles of new road. We 
need to stop 'em before they build 
the road, so they'll never even get to 
the trees! 

For further information, call 


The Wild Rockies crew, et. al., shows pride in a job well done. At press titne, 
there was no word from the Freddies about the availability of Freddy caps for 
the recently commissioned EFlers. 


Of Owls and Men 
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Dead creatures everywhere... 

"roadkill." 

A couple of days later I would be gut- 
ting a caribou that had been dropped 
from a panicked herd nmningin circles. 
It seemed to me that shooting caribou 
had been a lot like shooting at a herd of 
cows. As we carried the caribou to the 
car, we had to duck and hide in the 
rocks as some hunters on the mountain 
above us shot at the herd in perfect line 
with our position. 

When will this juggernaut so ironi- 
cally called "mankind" cease its de- 
struction? It is as though we human 
beings are but an eloquent plague, 
an AIDS virus to life itself on earth. 
Is there no stopping the relentless 
growth of population, which makes 
our lives ever more crowded, des- 
perate, frenetic and unfree? Will we 
do anything for money? Will we 
destroy the birds, the forests, ani- 
mals, insects, fish, jungles, rivers, 
mountains, canyons, deserts, 
oceans, everything — even the sky? 
Is there no stopping the greed and 
ignorance that are consciously per- 


petuated and fueled by the Church 
of Money? Do we believe in any- 
thing at all? 

Do not think. Do not really 
struggle with the great mystery of 
what it means to be alive. Let us not 
contemplate the unutterable beauty 
of the extraordinary life around us 
in the temple that is the planet 
called Earth. It's impossible to un- 
derstand anyway.... "Wipe your ass 
on a spotted owl." 

A few days later the rifle-kid jumped 
out of the car and "shot a black bear as 
it crossed the road. I peeled the skin off 
the bear's paws and off the ears and 
from around the nose and eyes of the 
skull as though I had done it a thou- 
sand times. I felt so proud, so tough, so 
grown up. When we were done, we 
dragged its carcass into a ditch out of 
sight from the road. As I turned to 
leave, I glanced down at that grotesque, 
furless image in the dirt. It looked 
remarkably like a human being. 

Reprinted by permission of author, 
Chico News and Review, January 3, 
1991. 
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Missing Lynx 


Savage River 


continued from page 12 
called for in the forest plan. Agency 
biologists are concerned about this, 
but pressure to get out the cut on 
the east side of Washington and 
Oregon has been intense as spotted 
owl restrictions have lowered cut- 
ting to the west. 

Even if logging were limited 
to forest plan levels, guidelines (from 
wildlife biolo- 
gists Dave 
Brittel and 
Gary Koehler, 
who con- 

ducted lynx 
studies) in- 
clude limits on 
cut size and 
width, distribu- 
tion of cuts 
over time and 
space, and 

travel corridor 
provisions. 

While all good 
ideas, none 
have b^en 
tested on the 
ground. The last concentrated lynx 
population is a poor choice for ex- 
perimentation. 

The last and largest concern 
is roads. Roads don't necessarily 
impact lynx, but the people who 
travel them certainly can. Lynx 
pelts are valuable, and the only rea- 
son lynx survive today in the mead- 
ows is because hunter/trapper ac- 
cess is limited. While the Depart- 
ment of Wildlife currently issues no 
lynx permits (due to recent conser- 
vationist actions), poaching is an 
enormous threat. Across the coun- 
try, wherever there are roads there 
are few if any lynx. 

Closing roads after logging 
is not a valid option. First of all, 
Forest Service history is full of bro- 
ken mitigation promises. There is 
no assurance that funds will be there 
to tear out the roads. Gating roads 
has no effect in stopping three 
wheelers and especially 
snowmobilers. Poachers and ORVers 
have long known thart there is no 
enforcement of road closures on 
public lands. Neither the Forest 
Service nor Department of Wildlife 
have meaningful enforcement ca- 
pabilities. Simply put, if the mead- 
ows are roaded, the lynx are doomed. 

Of course, none of the fore- 
going mentions the impacts to other 
species and processes that would 
occur with roading and logging. Also 
worth noting is that none of these 
types of concerns have ever before 
succeeded in stopping the Forest 
Service from logging when it wants 
to. Now that trees are dying in the 
meadows from mountain pine beetle 
attack, both agencies are even more ~ 
likely to take personal offense at 
natural processes and commit to 
logging. While logging may remove 
dead (salvage) trees to feed mills, 
there is absolutely no evidence that 
the spread of insects can be thwarted 
by cutting the areas already affected. 

In fact, soil compaction and other 
factors associated with logging ag- 
gravate the decline in forest health. 
(Research indicates that the forest 
epidemics in the Northwest are nor- 
mal in their timing, but by far more 
intense than historical occurrences.) 


No easy solutions exist. 
Even simply leaving the meadows 
alone — no roads, no logging, no 
burning, no fire suppression, no 
nothing — carries great risks to the 
lynx. The area no longer functions 
as it once did, as a mosaic of varying 
forest habitats in a large 
unfragmented landscape occupied 
by other adjacent lynx populations. 

Today, the forests 
are more homoge- 
neous, and the 
meadows area itself 
is isolated within 
the larger land- 
scape. We cannot 
necessarily expect 
the critters that 
prospered under 
historic native con - 
ditions to persist 
given these pro- 
found changes. 

Yet none of 
the alternatives to 
leaving the area 
alone, including 
prescribed burning, 
small scale patch logging, and tradi- 
tional Forest Service roading with 
slash and burn forestry, gives much 
assurance of restoring native diver- 
sity any time soon. The risks of 
meddling in the meadows extend 
beyond just the lynx to the entire 
ecosystem and many of its rarer 
constituent species. Given this fact, 
and that seldom if ever has modern 
human management been good for 
biodiversity, perhaps we had best 
just leave the meadows be. 

In August, 1991 a coalition 
of national and local groups, in- 
cluding FOLF and the Greater Eco- 
system Alliance, petitioned both the 
state and federal governments to 
list the lynx as endangered. At the 
same time, other groups have con- 
sidered petitioning for endangered 
status nationwide. These groups are 
now preparing to sue the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service under the En- 
dangered Species Act for not decid- 
ing on their petition within legal 
limits. 

What you can do: 

Ask the Washington Wild- 
life Commission to list lynx as en- 
dangered in Washington. Contact 
Dean Lydig, Chair, Washington 
Department of Wildlife, 600 N. Capi- 
tol Way, Olympia, WA 98504. 

Ask the DNR to prepare a 
comprehensive "block plan" for 
managing the meadows. The plan 
should be coordinated with the For- 
est Service and the Washington 
Department of Wildlife and be based 
on the needs of lynx and other spe- 
cies. Direct comments to Commis- 
sioner Brian Boyle, DNR, Olympia, 
WA 98504. 

Ask the Forest Service to 
defer timber plans for the Meadows 
and Granite Mountain evaluation 
areas until the lynx endangered spe- 
cies issue is resolved. Contact Su- 
pervisor Sam Gehr, ONF, P.O. Box 
950, Okanogan, WA 98840. 

Mitch Friedman is Executive Director 
of Greater Ecosystem Alliance, and 
Mark Skatrud is with Friends of the 
Loomis Forest. 
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exists. Proposed wildlands include 
brook trout stream gorges, high 
mountain plateaus, and high 
swamps. Protection of forest areas 
as wildlands requires legislative ac- 
tion, which has been slow. To no 
one's surprise, the DNR opposes their 
creation. 

James Coulter (an ecologi- 
cal illiterate), former head of the 
DNR turned logging lobbyist, is the 
most prominent opponent of wild- 
land designations. Speaking to tim- 
ber industry representatives about 
the November '91 draft Maryland 
Wildlands Study, Coulter warned 
that, "If timber harvest ceases, there 
is a high probability that the forest 
will become an ecological night- 
mare." (Maryland Association of 
Forest Conservancy Boards execu- 
tive committee meeting, 1-16-92). 

The regional economy de- 
rives most of its revenue from tour- 
ism: fishing, hunting, skiing and 
white water rafting. Logging ac- 
counts for less than 15% of the 
Western Maryland economy, most 
of which comes from private sector. 
Indeed, an Olympic white water 
competition held on the Savage 
River one weekend in late spring 
generated more money for the local 
economy than the year's projected 
income, from logging the state for- 
est. 

The problem, as the DNR 
sees it, is that this money is broadly 
dispersed throughout the local 
economy rather than flowing into 
its departmental budget, as timber 
receipts do. Hence, the DNR per- 
sists in promoting logging, even to 
the extent of selling logs overseas, 
despite the majority of the Mary- 
land public's opposition. So much 
for democracy! It is obvious that 
DNR personnel need retraining. 
Indeed, all modern forestry should 
b e 
guided 
by the 
latest in- 
depen- 
dent sci- 
entific 
find- 
ings, not 
by old 
die hard 
para- 
digms 
tainted 
t> 7 
anthropo- 
centrism. 

With the 
DNR 
clinging 
to the 
Nurem- 
berg de- 
f e n s e : 
that 
they're 
merely 
follow- 
ing their legal mandate when they 
propose heavy logging, some Mary- 
land activists are expending their 
energy on having the Savage JRiver 
State Forest designated as a State 
Park. This, like the wildlands desig- 
nation, requires legislative action. 

A bill will be introduced at the Mary- 


land General Assembly to this end 
in January. 

Maryland activists will 
maintain a periodic presence at the 
DNR headquarters in Annapolics, 
Maryland. We will maintain con- 
stant vigilance over the SRSF until 
all even-aged management ceases. 
We demand that the forest be re- 
turned to a natural condition to be 
maintained in perpetuity. This 
means old growth, and lots of it! 

If a vision of Big Eastern 
Wilderness is to be realized, replete 
with large mega-fauna such as the 
gray wolf, elk and mountain lions, 
as envisioned by the Preserve Appa- 
lachian Wilderness (PAW) proposal 
for ecological preserves, the Savage 
must be made an integral part of the 
prophecy. Any viable ecological 
preserve must go through Western 
Maryland in order to connect with 
the Monohgahela National Forest 
(WV) and the George Washington 
National Forest (VA). The year ahead 
is crucial for the forests of Western 
Maryland. 

We need to prepare a new 
forest plan based upon the best avail- 
able science and submit it to the 
DNR. Such a plan would incorpo- 
rate large core wildlands and pro- 
vide connecting corridors for the 
free exchange of genetic material. 
Virginian 's for Wilderness have sub- 
mitted a similar forest plan for the 
George Washington National For- 
est (alternative 3), which is currently 
under consideration. In the mean- 
time, all logging and roadbuilding 
must be stopped by any means nec- 
essary. 

A core network of activists 
committed to the concept of Big 
Eastern Wilderness restoration is 
taking root. The struggle for eco- 
logical sanity is likely to be long 
drawn and intense. The first shots 
have been fired. The battle is joined. 


For further information, 
updates, etc., contact: Charles 
Sullivan (304)754-9161, or Ron 
Huber (301)855-4241. Also contact 
the DNR's Park Watch program at 1 - 
800-825-PARK. Demand that they 
stop all logging operations in Mary- 
land State Forests! 



Cutting Forests of the Future 
by the Volume Rule 


By R. F. Mueller 

Ever wonder how the U.S. Forest 
Service justifies cutting all those 
small trees in clearcuts? Oh, I know 
that they work hand in glove with 
the timber industry creating jobs 
and promoting economic develop- 
ment and wildlife benefits. Those 
objectives are used to justify timber 
program losses to taxpayers. But 
what are the silvicultural rules that 
justify this type of forestry? An 
established bureaucracy like the 
Forest Service inevitably requires 
detailed guidelines for its actions. 
Wouldn't it make economic — and 
ecological — sense to allow trees to 
grow larger? To this concern the 
Forest Service has a pat answer: all 
timber stands they cut have 
achieved or passed their age of 
maximum yearly wood production. 
This minimum cutting age is deter- 
mined by calculating when a stand 
will achieve 95 percent culmina- 
tion of mean annual increment 
(CMAI) of the timber volume 
growth in cubic feet of wood. This 
Volume Rule determines the rota- 
tion, or time between repeated log- 
ging of the stand. 

As young trees age, they at 
first grow in increasing amounts 
each year. After a number of de- 
cades, the rate of wood production 
reaches a maximum (culmination). 
As the tree ages, smaller and smaller 
quantities of wood grow each year. 
Much of the wood from the first 
culmination can be used only for 
pulp or chips since much of it is too 
small for milled lumber. 

• Trees grow until they reach 
a second culmination, that of board 
feet. Here we encounter a slight 
complication that arises out of the 
two distinct rules for measuring 
board feet. Both the Scribner and 
International Rules define the 
guidelines for measuring board feet. 
The International Rule measures 
smaller logs than does the Scribner 
Rule. Both board-foot rules apply 
only to trees which have attained a 
size large enough to produce lum- 
ber. In the case of Ponderosa Pine, 
Scribner Rule board feet culmina- 
tion may be attained as much as 80 
years later than culmination in cu- 
bic feet. An excellent discussion of 
these rules as well as the Volume 
Rule is to be found in Gordon 
Robinson's book The Forest and the 
Trees (Island Press, 1988). 

The Forest Service makes 
use of the CMAI Volume Rule in 
forest plans, and in environmental 
assessments and impact statements 
for timber sales. Unfortunately this 
rule and its full implications are 
seldomly, if ever, explained to the 
public. Worse, discussions of its ap- 
plications may be couched in mis- 
leading language. For example, the 
Draft Environmental Impact State- 
ment for the Siskiyou National 
Forest's controversial "Canyon In- 
tegrated Resource Project" (read 
multiple timber sales) states that 
"the CMAI is simply a measure of 


when the tree has reached maturity 
and diameter growth has slowed 
considerably." The trick word here 
is "maturity" since culmination in 
cubic feet usually occurs when a tree 
is little more than a large sapling. 
For example, a Ponderosa pine may 
attain an age of 600 years, but cul- 
mination may occur after only 40 
years. 

In eastern forests, the CMAI 
volume rule is invoked to justify 
cutting young growing stock on 
high site index sites. Site index is 
equivalent to the number of feet the 
dominant trees within a stand grow 
in a set number of years, usually 50. 
Thus a tree that grows 60 feet in 50 
years has a site index of 60 in its 
area. (Technically each species has a 
distinct site index.) In the notorious 
California Timber Sale near 
Goshen, Virginia, tulip trees and 
oaks less than 50 years old on an 
ecologically sensitive bottomland 
were felled for pulpwood (Earth 
First! Journal, 1990). More recently, 
the rule has been incorporated into 
the Draft Forest Plan for the George 
Washington National Forest in Vir- 
ginia. In timber sale environmental 
assessments on this forest it iscon- 


continued from page 1 
showed me a jug of scrumptious 
morels he had plucked in the Sierra, 
I had fancied going morel-hunting 
myself, envisioning a bucolic frolic 
through bountiful forests. 

But I hadn't counted on the 
clearcuts or the Gold Rush fever 
that blinded my newfound compa- 
triots to the horrific scorched earth 
all around us. Viewed from an air- 
plane, clearcuts form ugly scars on 
the Earth, as if an entire forest had 
been surgically excised like cancer- 
ous growths. But witnessed close- 
up on foot they are a biological 
graveyard devoid of life. The only 
living beings I saw in two days were 
a solitary snake, lizard, jumping frog, 
and banana slug. The birds, deer, 
and other critters had all fled to 
greener forests. 

Yet even more shocking to 
me than the pillage was the utter 
obliviousness of the morel hunters 
to the mayhem wrought by the 
chainsaws and bulldozers. Like 
modern-day gold miners, these 
yuppie American consumers were 
obsessed with scavenging gourmet 
mushrooms for their larders, and 
they jealously guarded their stashes 
like precious jewels. Meanwhile I 
packed piles of discarded beer cans 
and empty bullet shells from the 
trash-littered woods (and engaged 
in more covert activities). When I 
asked how they could stand to hang 
out in clearcuts, one of the foragers 
shrugged, "They're good for the spe- 
cies we're looking for." 

During a break to fix a flat 
tire on the foray leader's land rover, 


ventional to state that the stands 
proposed are to be cut from part of 
an "aging forest." However, most 
stands are at least 80-90 years old 
with only scattered trees exceeding 
150 years. The absurdity of this 
justification is further illustrated by 
the Forest Service's own data (e.g. 
Agricultural Handbook No. 271, 
USDA Forest Service, 1965; Draft EIS 
GWNF Forest Plan, 1992) on at- 
tained ages for common eastern for- 
est trees as follows: white oak, 600 
years; northern red oak, 200-300 
years; black oak, 200 years; sugar 
maple, 400 years; beech more than 
360 years; and white pine, 450 
years. Chestnut oak, one of the 
most common eastern timber trees, 
attains maximum yearly board- foot 
increment at about 100 years of age 
(Scribner Rule inferred), an age con- 
siderably older than when most 
eastern national forest trees are cut. 

The volume and board-foot 
culmination will generally be fol- 
lowed in time by other culmina- 
tions of forest values and benefits. 
Very large forest trees capable of 
producing lumber will, in all prob- 
ability, yield an even more valuable 
product in plywood veneer, since 


talk turned to the riot-tom inner 
city streets of L.A. One woman, a 
Walnut Creek property manager, 
decreed that the looters should all 
be shot in the legs. Stunned, I 
pointed out that they were only 
taking material goods, after all, to 
strike out against an unjust eco- 
nomic system which had excluded 
them. She retorted, "It's not just 
materialism! It's anarchy and a 
breakdown of the social contract!" 
(A social contract from which folks 
trapped in our inner cities have been 
locked out for too long.) 

Someone else pondered 
philosophically how future genera- 
tions would view our troubled times. 
I warned that if we didn't pretty 
quickly stop killing ourselves and 
plundering our planet there 
wouldn't be any future generations 
to worry about. Once again my 
remarks were met by blank indiffer- 
ent stares. Obsessed by crazed con- 
sumerism, these people seemed ei- 
ther unwilling or incapable of feel- 
ing empathy toward their less fortu- 
nate fellow citizens or other species. 
I felt as it I had landed among aliens 
instead of members of my own gen- 
eration whose beliefs had seemingly 
been shaped by similar life experi- 
ences. 

Driving home Sunday I 
found myself weeping uncontrolla- 
bly for the rape of the natural world, 
just as I had wept for the riot victims 
and for the victims of societal injus- 
tice. The clearcut forests loomed as 
a bleak metaphor for the decay of 
our "civilization" which had finally 
ruptured like a long festering wound. 


logs from such trees contain fewer 
knots than those from smaller trees. 
There is the ultimate ecological cul- 
mination of greatest and most last- 
ing benefit, old growth forest, as 
part of a naturally balanced ecosys- 
tem. 

The CMAI Volume Rule ap- 
plies to stands, not to individual 
trees. Thus even adherence to it 
results in many trees far smaller 
than the stand limit being cut. It is 
also doubtful that even this liberal 
cutting rule is closely adhered to in 
day to day operations. Cutting so 
many small trees results not only in 
economic loss but also devastation 
of the forest ecosystem. 

Beyond the inevitable habi- 
tat fragmentation and negative 
edge effects of clearcuts are the de- 
structive effects of the many heavy 
machines on the forest floor. The 
skidders, bulldozers, feller- 
bunchers, etc. that are used to cut 
large stands of small trees exact a 
terrible toll. They compact soil, 
exposing it to sunlight, leaching 
and erosion. Heavy machinery 
obliterates the delicate habitat of 
dens, burrows, and refuges of in- 
creasingly beleaguered forest spe- 


Not only has our social contract 
collapsed, but we human beings 
have broken a deeper covenant with 
the vital forces that sustain all life 
on this planet. In our rush to ex- 
ploit scarce resources for short-term 
profits — whether ancient forests, 
fossil fuels, or gourmet mush- 
rooms — we are severing the very life 
support systems that bind our frag- 
ile existence to this beautiful planet. 

When we have destroyed 
the Earth's protective ozone shield, 
polluted the oceans, and mowed 
down the remaining forests that 
form the Earth's lungs, there will be 
nowhere left to hide. Just as there is 
nowhere to hide from the violence 
and anguish that spilled over onto 
the streets of South Central Los 
Angeles after the acquittal of four 
white police officers for beating 
Rodney King. 

Native American teacher 
Brooke Medicine Eagle relates the 
prophecy of her Lakota elders that 
each person will soon be called upon 
to make a contract with Mother 
Earth and Father Sky. "The contract 
you are going to have to sign is that 
you are willing to have everything — 
all the Earth's beauty," she says. To 
"have it all" we must respect and 
share the Earth with the entire web 
of life, from the asphalt jungle of 
Watts to the Amazon rain forests. 
Only then can true healing begin at 
last. 

Reprinted with permission from Ander- 
son Valley Advertiser, May 20, 1992 . 
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cies: small sensitive fauna such as 
salamanders, frogs, shrews, moles 
and reptiles. Most of a tree's nutri- 
ents reside in its bark, and smaller 
trees have a higher proportion of 
bark than do large ones. Removing 
small trees instead of big ones de- 
pletes soil nutrients more harshly. 

The CMAI volume limit is 
ideally suited to the most exploitive 
and prodigal of industries — those 
producing bleached wood pulp for 
paper. In the George Washington 
National Forest, as in most eastern 
forests, the vast bulk of timber cut 
consists of small pulp logs which 
feed large mills situated on rivers. In 
this forest only 27 percent of logs are 
sold as lumber. While valuable grow- 
ing stock is sacrificed at taxpayer 
expense in below-cost timber sales, it 
is also implicated in the pollution of 
miles of streams with toxic sub- 
stances. A pall of air pollution hangs 
over the entire region and landfills 
everywhere are choked with 
unrecycled paper. Is there a con- 
spiracy here? 

While there may not be a 
conspiracy between industry and the 
U.S. Forest Service to pillage the for- 
est and pollute, the effect is the same, 
in the Draft Forest Plan for the 
George Washington National Forest 
there appears to be a conscious effort 
to classify lands near Westvaco Cor- 
poration pulp mills as suitable for 
timber management. The plan has 
even classified lands adjoining wil- 
derness areas. Also, there are no 
plans to monitor the effects of air 
pollution on trees in the vicinity of 
these mills. Of course the ongoing 
routing of immature growing stock 


from this forest to these same mills 
is probably as bad as anything pro- 
posed in the new plan. 

It is clear that the U.S. Forest 
Service, in its zeal to please industry 
and its frenzied thrust toward in- 
tensive management, is destroying 
the birthright of habitat for numer- 
ous species while squandering pub- 
lic funds in the process. It is logging 
the forests of tomorrow with no 
regard for the public interest. If 


tomorrow's forests consisted solely 
of wood, this policy would be bad 
enough, but they also have a poten- 
tial worth and benefit impossible to 
overestimate in a world subject to a 
multiplicity of environmental 
threats. 

Virginians for Wilderness 
asks for the abolition of the CMAI 
Volume Rule in national forest 
management everywhere. Our 
view coincides with one becoming 


increasingly popular — that na- 
tional forests be managed as ecosys- 
tems with all commercial forestry 
banned. In the pending Draft For- 
est Plan for the George Washington 
National Forest, this view is embod- 
ied in Alternative 3, the Wilderness/ 
Corridor alternative, which is based 
on conservation biology. We ask 
support in making this alternative a 
reality. 



By the Butano Defense League 

Continuing an already-heated tim- 
ber war south of San Francisco, tree 
sitters (supported by the Earth First!- 
Albion Nation-Wobbly alliance) 
continued to frustrate the Big Creek 
Lumber Company's efforts to elimi- 
nate critical redwood habitat needed 
for the recovery of the endangered 
marbled murrelet. 

Tree sitter Three Sisters, ac- 
companied by Todd Shuman, held 
off a San Mateo County Sheriff's 
SWAT team for over an hour in a 
determined effort to save a poten- 
tial nesting site for the increasingly 
rare sea bird. With M-14s aimed at 
their heads, Three Sisters and 
Shuman calmly rejected Big Creek's 
demands to voluntarily descend 
from the eight-foot diameter red- 
wood. Responding with a curt, "No 
compromise!", Three Sisters forced 
Big Creek to send up climbers to re- 
rig and lower the occupied tree plat- 
form. Meanwhile, other Big Creek 
employees were chasing EFlers 
through the woods and unsuccess- 
fully attempting to intimidate a 
marbled murrelet researcher. 

Big Creek Lumber Company 
is currently logging giant old-growth 
redwoods — "outlaws" and "leaners" 
according to Big Creek co-owner 
Bud McCrary — in the headwaters of 
Butano Creek. The company is cut- 
ting most of the old-growth in order 
to cover the debt it acquired when it 
purchased the land from Charles 
Hurwitz'sMaxxam Corporation. Big 
Creek ultimately plans to transform 
a wounded old-growth redwood eco- 


system into a sterile, monocrop tree 
farm. 

The Butano area, previously 
trashed by Pacific Lumber in the 
1950s, is surrounded by five county 
and state parks that provide docu- 
mented habitat for the marbled 
murrelet, recently classified as en- 
dangered by the California Depart- 
ment of Fish and Game. If the 
marbled murrelet is to survive and 
recover, it will need more nesting 
habitat. The Butano Unit, which 
Big Creek is currently logging, is 
among the best remaining unpro- 
tected habitat needed for future 
murrelet recovery. 

We Santa Cruz Earth First!ers 
have been contesting Big Creek's 
operation ever since we first heard 
about the logging plans. Last Au- 
gust, ten of us disrupted a California 
Department of Forestry (CDF) award 
presentation in order to present Bud 
McCrary with our own "Bloody 
Stump" award. In April, Big Creek 
started logging; most of us local 
EFlers did not hear about it until 
May because we were busy running 
through the Albion woods fighting 
Louisiana Pacific further north. 
When we returned to our own 
bioregion and actually witnessed the 
slaughter, we knew we had to act. 

On June 8, we launched our 
campaign with simultaneous actions 
in the woods and at Big Creek's mill. 
Some people locked down on mill 
gates and loaders while others suc- 
cessfully persuaded Big Creek log- 
gers to take the day off. Since then, 
several more mischievous forest ac- 
continued on page 29 
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The Butano Timber War Heats Up 




the interview on gender 


continued from page 5 
explain myself and to meet some 
kind of reconciliation, some under- 
standing of where our differences 
are. 

Journal: Historically, EF! has been 
led by men. The media presence 
has been dominated by men. 

Kathy: I don't want to go so far as to 
say men have been running EF! I do 
know more nurturing aspects sup- 
porting our activism are pooh 
poohed. Anything that smacks of a 
social issue, of interpersonal issues, 
is considered invalid by some. 

Journal: Roger, Kathy has men- 
tioned that social issues are deval- 
ued to some extent among some 
of us in the radical environmental 
movement. You had mentioned 
to me earlier that there seems to 
be a dismissal of personal orinter- 


therefore something that we need 
to examine internally among our- 
selves? 

Janice: Well, it's definitely perva- 
sive throughout society and we are 
all part of society, so we bring that 
stuff with us wherever we go. In a 
non-hierarchical group there is still 
the core of this stuff from society 
that we all bring. We are all here for 
one reason: basically, to save wild- 
life, the rivers, the woods. Personal 
feelings come out in a lot of differ- 
ent ways. I don't know exactly what 
you mean by personal feelings, like 
sensitivity or what. The focus is 
earth first and that is it. 

Journal Do you think that dis- 
cussing these issues and having 
men's and women's caucuses will 
serve to unite men and women in 
EF!? 

Janice: I certainly hope so. I think 
it would be a good thing if it did. 


not only in the men's group meet- 
ings. We are speaking to each other 
lovingly, taking pressure off us, and 
outside the circle it is as though 
fresh air is breathed in. Good feel- 
ings and good conversation, exam- 
ining warriorhood; we seem to keep 
coming back to this. In the past it 
has made me uncomfortable. 

Journal: I think that for men to 
redefine their masculinity, their 
deep masculinity, the outcome of 
that is to also define what it means 
for a man to be a warrior. And it's 
not within the traditional defini- 
tion of what a warrior means. 
We're still struggling to define 
what it means to be a warrior 
today for men who are fighting to 
defend the earth. What does it 
mean for a woman to think of 
herself as a warrior when the term 
warrior has been typically a patri- 
archal term? 


that's the way it always is, but there's 
certainly that tendency. When men 
are looking at their own masculin- 
ity and realizing that they are real 
live male human animals, wonder- 
ful ones, without having to go 
through that domination trip, then 
of course we're all going to be able to 
work together better. And women 
realize they're okay even when they 
get angry. 

Janice: Especially when we get an- 
gry- 

Roger: TobeangryforwomeninEF! 
seems to be very positive. A quick 
route to respect. But I wonder about 
the long-term consequence. 

Janice: Well, to get angry out in the 
other world you're called a bitch. 
Here you don't get that. So it is a 
safe place. And I really respect the 
men for understanding that. It's 
wonderful. 

Kathy: I have done things like tak- 
ing bedding out to the guys as they 
are sleeping on the sidewalk at the 
God Squad hearings. And a few of 
them get on national TV. So what 
do I do? Our house is open to 
activists on the road; they sleep at 
my home and I take bedding out. I 
didn't consider that activism be- 
fore. Now I'm reconsidering what 
activism is. Still, there are some 
women organizers who haven't 
looked at issues from a gender per- 
spective. Just a while ago I spoke 
with one long-time woman activist 
in EF! who said it is not the way she 
looks at things and she doesn't see a 
big need for it. More power to her 
but it is hard for me to imagine this 
for myself. 

Janice: Five years ago, I wouldn't 
have seen a need for it either. 

Kathy: Obviously she is getting a lot 
done. But for me I'm more effective 
with an understanding of gender 
issues. 



nal feelings. Would you com- 
ment on that? 

Roger: Here at the Rendezvous some 
people say that direct action is the 
sole unifying purpose for EF!. So the 
idea of men's and women's cau- 
cuses seemed to them to be a dis- 
traction, especially as the issues in 
the discussion became more com- 
plex and less easy to solve. In the 
face of discussing societal problems 
that affect us personally and in the 
movement, it is easy to say, "Why 
are we doing this, why are we not 
doing direct actions?" However, 
I've also seen an acknowledgement 
of the inseparability of environmen- 
tal and social issues. I'm not sure 
that's something that those in EF! 
believe unanimously, especially 
those with the loudest voice in EF!. 

Journal: Janice, do you think that 
the devaluing of personal issues 
and our inability to discuss per- 
sonal feelings may be an outcome 
of patriarchy? Is it something 
that affects society at large, and 
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Kathy: I want to see a safer place for 
the women. I want to see the 
women's activism become a larger 
part. I don't want to see women in 
my community saying, "Oh yeah, I 
used to be an Earth Firstier but...," 
and then give reasons shy they felt 
it wasn't safe for them. 

Roger: Earlier it was said that in EF! 
you found some of the most asser- 
tive, honest, strong women in EF! 
using war metaphors. It is a war. At 
least the men, and I believe the 
women too, are comfortable seeing 
themselves as warriors in a situation 
of war with all its risks, dangers and 
compromises. 

Journal: Roger, do you think the 
re-evaluation of what it means to 
be a man in our society has posi- 
tive effect on how men relate to 
each other and do you think that 
is happening here at the Rendez- 
vous? 

Roger: I definitely see it here, and 


Kathy: We're in a war situation. 
This is beautiful land we're sitting in 
right now, and I'm sorry to say it's 
real possible for me to come back in 
my lifetime and see this a desert and 
now it's tall trees in a forest. This is 
front line, and Earth First! has al- 
ways wanted to be front line and no 
compromise. I need to be a warrior 
in daily life for me to keep my self- 
esteem up just to survive. The one 
specific thing I can think of that 
helps is that men are getting in 
touch with their own masculinity 
within EF!, keeping their self-esteem 
without being domineering. When 
things like rituals of passage are 
looked at, men can see that they've 
had no way of establishing adult- 
hood because they always had to 
beat somebody up in order to get on 
top. When pride can be taken in the 
supportive roles to get work done, 
then the men are going to be able to 
support me in my ideas and my 
activism and the projects that I want 
to have done. I don't have to worry 
about whether men will help only if 
they get a lot of credit. I don't think 


Journal: Is there any possibility 
that by discussing gender issues 
we might bring about greater unity 
among us, and if this is so, how 
might we celebrate this? 

Roger: At one of the workshops I 
said that it doesn't strike me as good 
enough to say that EF! men are 
exemplary, the best women have 
encountered, if by saying that we 
leave in place a general unspoken 
view of men that is pejorative, that 
men suck, present company ex- 
cepted. Many women thanked me 
for saying that, which suggests that 
we are finding a general view of 
humans as positive. The best ex- 
ample is the men and women who 
stand side by side defending the 
earth. 

Kathy: I don't want this to be a 
distraction from EF! activities. We 
want to get to know each other, 
party together, talk about what is 
going on in our local areas so that 
when we talk on the phone or corre- 
continued on page 33 



Earth First! Society Column 


By Ms. Priss Pigsley 

Your beloved writer was recently 
invited to attend a special tree spik- 
ing soiree in the woods nearby. It 
was so exciting to actually experi- 
ence an act of Bohemian 
monkeywrenching! Oooooo! 

Our guides were so cute. 
One, Butthole (not his real name) 
had an off-white nail pouch that 
offset his painter's cap and 
workman's boots perfectly. The 
other, Jerkface (not her real name; I 
think she was really Mrs. Butthole) 
looked stunning in matching black 
turtleneck and slacks. Some people 
can get away with wearing anything! 

With me was my guest, 
Mademoiselle Jock Bouffant (her real 
name); she had her hair done espe- 



cially for the occasion. Mistake! 
Piled high on her head, it interfered 
with her hammer swing. Dear read- 
ers take note and learn from this 
style faux pas. 

As for your beloved writer, I 
had prepared for this adventure by 
diligently working out at the spa for 
two days straight. I wanted my 
swing to be hard and true, to lift that 
sledge, pound those spikes! I wore a 
simple peasant's dress in muted cam- 
ouflage colors (Boulder Army Sur- 
plus, $29.99) and a matching ban- 
dana ($5.95). 

It was dark as we approached 
our sacred forest, but there were 
oodles of moonlight. It reminded 
me of the last time that I saw "Swan 
River" performed at the Kennedy 
Art Center! We chose sturdy look- 
ing trees and began. 

" Y ou'll never become a tacky 
waterbed underdresser!," I swore as 
I drove in my first spike. I'm com- 
mitted to preserving Old 
Growth... why, it's more important 
than Old Money! 

The evening went much too 
quickly. Butthole and Jerkface were 
skilled artists, driving in 60-penny 
nails with just a few swift hits. M. 
Bouffant had a bit more difficulty 
(even after letting her hair down), 
but performed admirably. 

As for your beloved writer, I 
did my utmost. But I couldn't help 
thinking of that famous poetic line, 
"So many trees, so little time." Gen- 
erally, it was an exciting evening, 
and the perfect excuse to sleep late 
the next day! I highly recommend 
tree spiking to everyone... it's likely 
to become the social event of the 



population dud 


continued from page 3 
erty, fraternity and equality. Even 
today, these discredited ideas of 
Malthus are promoted by the ruling 
class and their high-paid scribblers 
as part of their ideological smoke 
screen intended to shield from pub- 
lic scrutiny the real material basis of 
the social ills which plague human- 
kind. For example, from the learned 
lips of Congressman Tony Beilenson 
in his "Special Report on the Envi- 
ronment" of July 1990, we are told 
that "starvation, poverty and virtu- 
ally every environmental problem 
we face today," can be blamed on 
population growth. From the ex- 
ecutive director of Zero Population 
Growth we learn that the "invisible 
force driving global environmental 
deterioration [is] people, too many 
of them" (ZPG Reporter, April 1990). 
And from the Michigan chapter of 
the bourgeois feminist organization, 
NOW, we see another example in 
the theme of their pro-choice TV 
campaign which ran ads based on 
the idea of saving all the money that 


would otherwise be paid to raise 
welfare kids. These ads appealed 
not to the defense of a woman's 
right of choice, but rather to the 
resentment of the bourgeoisie for 
every penny spent on the poor. 
These kind of Reaganite appeals can 
only serve to dampen the struggle 
for women's rights by turning off 
millions of potential allies who can 
see through the thinly veiled racist 
bilge that it represents. 

Given the high level of tech- 
nological development that exists, 
the reason people are impoverished 
and go hungry is that under capital- 
ism everything, including food, is a 
commodity that can be bought only 
if you have the money. With social- 
ist production planned to meet hu- 
man needs and not for sale and 
profit as under capitalism, all the 
people could share in the abun- 
dance of life's necessities while want, 
misery and starvation would be rel- 
egated to the dust bin of history. 



Butano timber war 


continued from page 27 
tions have been conducted, involv- 
ing tree sits, road blockades, yarn- 
ing, gate closures, stickering and 
clandestine murrelet studies. Big 
Creek owners and employees are 
more paranoid than a bunch of Earth 
Firstiers worrying about FBI infiltra- 
tion. 

Earth First! has not only 
danced around Big Creek in the 
woods but has also confronted the 
company in public. We have orga- 
nized four public demonstrations 
in the last month, and we have 
overwhelmed CDF and California 
Squish and Maim officials at a pub- 
lic hearing concerning marbled 
murrelet protection. We have tabled 
at the weekly Santa Cruz farmers 
market where we regularly convene 
the Wobbly-Wildcat choir, and we 
have presented brilliantly subver- 
sive guerrilla theatre programs for 
the unsuspecting masses. We also 
have generated surprisingly good 
press coverage from the local main- 
stream media. 


So far, this "Budding" cam- 
paign has achieved two discernible 
results. Our activity is imposing fi- 
nancial strains upon the Big Creek 
logging operation. Bud McCrary re- 
cently stated to a local reporter that 
the month-long Earth First! cam- 
paign has already cost him and his 
company over $40,000! Secondly, 
we have started a dialogue with Big 
Creek loggers. While they are a rela- 
tively progressive bunch, they still 
follow their bosses' lead in 
marginalizing the ecologic impor- 
tance of the Butano Unit. We need 
to promote change in their world 
views, and we have started to do so. 
Three Sisters in particular deserves 
special thanks for chipping away at 
the Bud McCrary propaganda that 
has stoned his Big Creek loggers' 
minds. 

We intend to keep fighting 
Big Creek, and the campaign can 
onlybecomemoreintense. Thecom- 
pany has been granted approval to 
harvest redwoods in three areas but 
is currently logging in only one. We 


need to stop Big Creek before it can 
start destroying the second and third 
timber harvest units, which are the 
most important with respect to 
marbled murrelet nesting habitat. 
Nothing would help us more than 
an infusion of serious Earth Firstiers 
intent upon resisting the logging 
monster. Big Creek will try to start 
logging in these new areas in Au- 
gust; we need to be prepared to slow 
them down and stop the destruc- 
tion throughout the months of Sep- 
tember and October. We need your 
help desperately. 

Please consider making a late 
summer/early fall visit to Santa Cruz 
in order to help save this special area. 
We have a base camp already set up, 
and we will accommodate anyone 
who will help in the fight. What we 
need most are people who are will- 
ing to participate in woods actions — 
people who are willing to resist fall- 
ers' efforts to kill the ancient ones. 
However, we have many needs, and 
you can undoubtedly help us in 
many other less dangerous ways. 


Whatever your skills are, we need 
them; whatever your level of com- 
mitment is, we need it. 

Time is running out for the 
ancient redwoods and the marbled 
murrelet, and we can no longer af- 
ford to delay action. For further in- 
formation, contact the Butane 
Hotline at (408)425-3205 or Friends 
of Butano Creek at (408) 429-9988. 
If you can get to Santa Cruz, we will 
get you to the base camp and then 
into the woods as soon as you are 
ready to go. 
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continued from page 3 

Dear Earth Firstl, 

Thanks very much for A Citizen's Guide to the 
U.S. Forest Service. It's .a handy pullout which I would 
like to distribute to friends, etc. Here's $10.00. Please 
send as many as such a sum permits. 

Thanks for the great work you people are 
doing. I would like some more theoretical articles 
although I don't think space should be taken away 
from a record of our despoilation — although 1 cam 
hardly bear to read such articles. 

One issue I'm interested in is the controversy 
on the left over the overpopulation issue. [Seep. 3 — Ed.] 
I'm also interested in ecological politics. Perhaps I'll 
get around to writing one of these articles myself. 

Oh yes — I'm also interested in war and the 
environment, etc., the effect of the military' on our 
poor, dying planet. 

Best wishes, 

— Ronald Bleier 

Dear Brown Matter in the Grey Matter, 

I hope all you herpetologically inclined 
Ecowarriors and armchair Revolutionaries can help 
me. I need information on threats to reptiles and 
amphibians, worldwide, and ideas for action to defend 
them. Or if you want to find out more, just write. It's 
time to end the persecution of perhaps the most 
maligned species on Earth. Give a snake a break! 

— EF! Herpetological Defense 
Box 61245 Brentwood Stn. NW 
Calgary, AB T2L 2K6 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

This is a shortened version of the speech I gave 
at the Round River Rendezvous rally. I cut it as much 
as I felt I could; I hope it was enough. Please don't run 
it if it would need to be cut further to do so. If it won't 
fit in the Rendezvous recap article, maybe it would 
work somewhere else. Thanks for all your good work. 
I hope the changes that came out of the Journal 


We spent the rest of the weekend hiking and 
relaxing. The final activity of the weekend involved all 
of us piling into three boats for a final river mn. The 
weather was in our favor and Johnny the kid kept us 
laughing with his antics. 

I was upset not to see coverage of the event in 
the Journal. Maybe someone out there can tell me 
where everyone else was? They sure missed out. 

— Ingrid, an Olympian Vegan 

Ah Shit, 

OK, which of the Pagan name days used by 
the Journal aie Anglo Saxon rather than Celtic? Let me 
guess — Yule, Eostar and Litha? But Yule I thought 
came from the Norse; Mabon then? i; 

Native American spiritual teacher Johnny 
Moses cautions, "Do n't mix the medicines." E asy for 


The spirituality given to me at birth was 
Scottish Protestantism. Early on I realized that my 
experience of reality conflicted with my religion. From 
Christianity I learned faith. 1 learned meditation from 
Japanese Zen Buddhists. My Yoga practice is Hindu. 
Where I live is spirited by Coast Salish Tribals. I 
returned to my Scottish roots by going to Findhorn 
where I learned about Gaia, communicating with 
nature spirits and manifestation. Influenced by 
Starhawk (an American witch who could also be de- 
i scribed as a Jewish woman from California) my coven 
1 Earth Rising came into being seven years ago. I try to | 
I cull the sexism out of each tradition before I toss it into I 
(my cauldron. Mixing up medicines seems to be some-/ 
thingtlial-LhavfeAJajack for. JL — } /TO / 
.ApPeggy Sue McRae^'-'^Tx f\ \/ 


To Hunt or Not to Hunt, That is the Question 
Dear SFB, 

Huey Johnson's recent pro-hunting article 


and causes massive water pollution, water consump-' 
tion, federal subsidies, desertification, and exploita- 
tion of farm workers. 

"Anti-hunters weaken environmental efforts:" 
How does respect for life have anything to do with 
weakening environmental efforts? Those that feel it 
does need to examine their philosophy more closely 
and ask why killing sentient inhabitants of the envi- 
ronment weakens environmental efforts. 

Environmentalism is only part of the philoso- 
phy that is (re)emerging today. It is a philosophy that 
values sharing the earth, celebrating wildness, and 
thinking about the repercussions of actions and acting 
responsibly. 

"Hunting is a way for urban dwellers to relate 
to the land:” There are many ways to relate to the land 
without killing its inhabitants. Hunting is a pitiful 
excuse for going into the woods. Ninety-three percent 
of the people in this country don't hunt and the 
\number of non-hunters is growing, especially among 
{urban dwellers. 

"Coming back from the 2.8 acres of public 
land that belongs to every American...:" the non- 
jhunting public pays for the upkeep and acquisition of 
/over 90 percent of public lands. This number takes into 
I account taxes paid by hunters, Pittman Robertson Act 
funds, and hunting licenses. Hunters disregard this 
fact and feel that they own the animals that live on 
public land and deserve to kill them and take them 
home for themselves. 

"Hunting pigs is a good test of awareness:" 
There are a lot better ways to test awareness without 
the expense of a life. Living in the wilderness for any 
period of time without killing animals is a good test of 
awareness. Looking at animals as intelligent life forms 
is a good test of awareness. 

"I hunt to rebel:" Grow up! There are many 
ways to rebel that are productive and beneficial instead 
of cruel and wasteful. 

"I believe that nature is never conquered:" 
Many hunters enjoy killing because it is an act of 


workshop are things y'all can live with. Don't let the 
slings and arrows bother you too much. 

My reaction to the Rendezvous is one of awe 
toward what happens when we bring our tribe to- 
gether in a place where we have the freedom to be 
ourselves and exchange our ideas and love. 

The primary way our enemies impair our 
efforts is by robbing us of the incredible power of a 
functioning, healthy community. Like It or not, each 
of us has our limitations. The share of inspiration and 
strength that each one of us has is only a fraction of 
that of a group of people linked by love and purpose. 
We are on a dangerous journey and each of us has only 
a fragment of the map. If any one of us fails to share 
what she or he knows or lacks the patience to learn 
from others, we will never reach our destination. Our 
tribe will disintegrate, and we will wander alone. The 
only thing we will experience collectively is the grief of 
watching as our friends and lovers fall victim to the 
traps and dead ends to which false paths lead. Working 
together can be a pain in the ass. Working alone is a 
pain in the ass with the added benefit of inevitable 
failure. 

The keystone species in the ecosystem of our 
collective mind is respect. Respect each other. One day 
soon your ass will depend upon the guidance and 
strength of those who mock today. Respect yourself. 
The fact that you are enough in possession of your soul 
to be here is an incredible accomplishment that you 
should give yourself credit for. Accept the fact that you 
will occasionally feel weak or lost. The struggle we are 
engaged in is brutal and constant and will continue to 
be hard on anyone who gives a damn. But we are in 
some perverse way designed for the hell we suffer. 
Those who survive have gifts bestowed upon them that 
those who avoid it will never know. Respect the oppor- 
tunity we have to serve the cause of life. If this were El 
Salvador or most anywhere else on this planet, most of 
us would never have had the luxury of being activists, 
or if we had we'd probably be dead by now. Look 
around you and picture most of this group dead — 
that’s reality for activists in most of the world. Respect 
the fact that you are alive to fight. 

This is the greatest collection of intelligent, 
passionate activists I have ever seen. The beauty and 
strength I see in this could inspire me as much as the 
mountains that surround us. Through history and 
around the world many great things have been achieved 
with much less. Show your gratitude for that which 
you have been given by sharing it with others, by 
respecting what they offer you, and by using your 
collective strength and wisdom to fight like hell, 

— Neal Tuttrup 

Dear SFB, 

What about the Riparian Rendezvous in the 
Siskiyous [in the spring]? I was there, but where was 
everyone else? 

A van load of us crazy kids from Olympia and 
Seattle made the midnight trek to northern California. 
When we pulled into camp we discovered we were the 
first to arrive. Though the sky poured on us the first 
day, we made the best of it by getting our feet wet in the 


( Beltain , May 1) was too full of misinformation and 
bleary-eyed romantic notions about hunting for me to 
leave my pen down. A few items of clarification are 
necessary. 

"Hunting is a matter of choice:" Choice is the 
pathetic excuse that people give when they want to 
have something their way. All actions are a matter of 
choice— -it's the recipient of those actions that's the 
issue. What about the animals' choice to live? 

"One reason I hunt is to retain some of those 
skills that have evolved over thousands of years:" The 
hunting that goes on today is a far cry from that of 
hunter-gatherer societies. Hunters enter the woods 
with high-powered rifles, state-of-the-art scopes, and 
four-wheel-drive vehicles; they pay for lodging, gas, 
licenses, ammunition, leases, etc. in order to ensure a 
kill. For the most part, people who kill animals for fun 
(it definitely is not necessary), enter into an ecosystem 
and take the fittest of the inhabitants and leave noth- 
ing in return. 

"Preserving habitat is an activity that sets 
modem hunters apart from the past:" The vast major- 
ity of hunters do nothing to help protect habitat with 
the exception of a few duck hunting organizations. 
Instead, hunters and their supporting bureaucratic 
agencies are responsible for the extinction of some 
hunted species and the decimation of non-hunted 
species who have the misfortune to share habitat with 
hunted species. Fish and Game agencies on state and 
national levels are mn by hunters who concentrate 
their efforts on stocking "game" species to the detri- 
ment of all other species. Their current " management" 
of nature includes producing population explosions of 
game species through habitat manipulation, predator 
control, and emphasis on killing the males of a popu- 
lation, thereby ensuring a higher ratio of females 
which results in more births every year. 

"I feel an obligation to kill my own meat:” 
Eating meat is the most resource intensive method of 
getting nutrition and is absolutely unnecessary. The 
absolute waste is apparent by the fact that the most 
widely hunted animal in this country, the dove, ac- 
counts for a paltry one to two ounces of meat for each 
animal killed. In the U.S. alone, 50 million of these 
wild, animals are slaughtered every year. Additionally, 
many hunter types like to shoot animals for fun and 
pay little attention to the food value of their kill, often 
Shooting whomever moves and leaving the bodies to 
:TOt. . ■ 

Even more to the point, It is not necessary to 
eat meat or any other animal products whether from 
wild or domestic sources. Hidden costs are found in 
both. Killing wild animals brings with it loss of genetic 
diversity, wasted resources, pollution from spent am- 
munition cartridges and shot left in dying animals that 
got away, consumption of fossil fuels in the vehicles 
that bring hunters to the woods, production of weap- 
ons and paraphernalia, and loss of food for other wild 
animals. 

Likewise, there is no excuse to consume do- 
mestic animals either. Their production creates an 
even greater waste of resources, results in the wide- 
spread application of toxic contaminants to feed crops, 


domination against an individual they perceive to 
represent nature. 

"I become part of nature's joyous response to 
a new day:" Little bit selfish and twisted, en Huey.' 

"An ethic of caring is involved. I wouldn't kill 
a mountain lion or coyote:” Predators and prey have 
a hard enough time in this human dominated world 
without our interference. Giving predators some spe- 
cial elevated status because of some imagined macho 
connection is a little ridiculous not to mention 
speciesist- 

In this world, nonhuman life has the value 
that each of us chooses to give it. There will always be 
those who feel they have some right to dominate 
others for any number of reasons. Unfortunately, we 
do not live in a sustainable hunter-gatherer society 
where the field would be a little more level and at least 
we'd have the possibility of being eaten as well as 
eating. Rather we Homo sapiens overrun just about 
every piece of this planet and are destroying all forms 
of life at a sickening rate. 

Those of us who claim to care about wildness 
should start by reducing our own destruction of it. 
Every animal we kill or tree we cause to be brought 
down directly or indirectly is a great loss, especially 
since all future descendants of those life forms will 
never exist. We value our own lives on an individual 
basis and it is nothing more than self-serving arro- 
gance not to value all life with this same yardstick. 

Non-human animals have all the senses we 
have, have emotions, familial relations, and live com- 
plex lives. All this is available to anyone who takes the 
time to look. We should use our capacities of compas- 
sion and intellect to live with regard for all others 
whom we should be sharing this earth with. 

— Mitchell R. 

To The Editor, 

The article entitled "Hueyjohnson on Hunt- 
ing" gives me a better idea of why Jerry Brown has had 
political difficulties. If Johnson is representative of 
who former Governor Brown considered to be an 
environmentalist, God help us all. 

To be blunt, I view hunting with the same 
distasteand abhorrence as I view child molestation. In 
fact, Johnson's article reads much better if you substi- 
tute child molester or a form of that noun for the word 
"hunter” and its derivatives. 

Unfortunately, Johnson serves on such boards 
of directors as Defenders of Wildlife, a former conser- 
vation organization that has lost its reason for being, 
and now exists only to raise funds, pay staff, and to 
participate in the social life of Washington, D.C., as do 
so many similar groups. 

Writing bad checks is incompatible with ser- 
vice in the Congress of the United States. Hunters are 
not compatible with conservation organizations. If 
Johnson wants to shoot guns and shoot off his mouth, 
he should devote his time to the National Rifle Associa- 
tion, where his talents for destruction will be more 
appreciated. 

In the alternative, he can spend his time 
tearing wings off Mediterranean fruit flies — California's 
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state bird — now that hunters have destroyed the Cali- 
fornia condor. 

Sincerely yours, , 

— I. B. Sinclair 

In response to "Huey Johnson on Hunting," 

Hunting for "spiritual involvement with the 
Earth"? Baaad Karma. There is something twisted 
about finding spirituality in blowing a free animal 
away with a gun. Feeling "sudden opposition" to 
hunting? Let me explain why. 

More and more people are becoming aware of 
their speciesism. More people are realizing non-hu- 
mans are not less than humans. It is a movement 
similar to the women's movement, or the African 
American's. 

Killing non-humans is exploitation for one's 
own ends. Killing non-humans is called hunting while 
killing humans is called murder. I assume 
most hunters do not hunt humans. It's a 
matter of speciesism. 

"Game” does not "belong" to the 
people. Just as women do not belong to their 
husbands, or children to their parents. 

A murdered non-human is not a "har- 
vest". Just as murder victims are not a harvest 
(human victims). 

Anti-hunters do not weaken envi- 
ronmental efforts. By refusing a speciesist 
point of view animal rightists are supporting 
the Earth and all its citizens. 

"Urban dwellers" can find other ways 
to "relate to the land" than hunting. What 
lives on and around the land. "Urban dwell- 
ers" are guests of the land and most can find 
spirituality, peace, joy, satisfaction in walking, swim- 
ming, praying, or watching. 

The food chain ends with a gun shot. Animals 
in the food chain catch their food with their bodies and 
eat it RAW, unlike humans. 

When I replace "pigs" with "children" the 
following sounds very different to hunters, but not for 
environmentalists. "Hunting children is a good test of 
awareness. The children have enough going for them 
that they usually get away." 

Reading a hunter use "she" in place of "na- 
ture” shows how speciesism goes hand in hand with a 
patriarchal, sexist point of view. If "she" can be used to 
refer to nature then "she" can be used to say: "She 
belongs to the people", "she has enough going for her 
that she will usually get away", and "... coming back 
with a dead woman ("harvest") is a practical and 
spiritual activity that deserves to continue." 

Whether or not a hunter would hunt a woman 
or say "Women belong to the people" it shows the 
connection of the liberation of women and the libera- 
tion of non-humans. 

In conclusion, I quote Carol Adams: "Eating 
animals acts as.. .representation of patriarchal values. 
Meat eating is the re- inscription of male power at every 
meal. The patriarchal gaze sees not the fragmented 
flesh of dead animals but appetizing food. Vegan 
activities counter patriarchal consumption and chal- 
lenge the consumption of death. Feminist vegan activ- 
ity declares that an alternative world view exists, one 
which celebrates life rather than consuming death, 
one which does not rely on resurrected animals but 
empowered people. If meat is a symbol of male domi- 
nation then the presence of meat proclaims the 
disempowering of women. It takes the notion of objec- 
tification one step further. Not only have we objecti- 
fied animals but in objectifying them we take what we 
want from them and leave the rest out. We leave their 
death out and we take their bodies. We leave images of 
their death out but take the meaning of meat and apply 
it to women.” 

— Celeste Woodward 

[Editor's note: The following letter arrived scribbled in 
different inks up and down in the margins of a subscription 
renewal notice we had sent. We deciphered it as best we 
could,] 

Oh, Earth Firstlers, 

Wish I could find one huperson anywhere — 
includingEarth Firstlers, Wilder Earthers, Native Ameri- 
cans, NewAgers, Live Wilders, you name 'em — capable 
of digging out from under the bullshit crap (hypocrisy, 
sham, dreams of " Humans Uber Alles”, glory of wealth 
shared or not, of aristocracy, of gas-bubbles-in-the- 
head space travel, mysticism) to fact the fact that there 
is precisely one sane way of life for humans — as 
hunter-foragers. No seed-planting (Including no gar- 
dens), no domestic animals. And mighty few humans. 

Until humans drop their strut, until they face 
the fact that big "civilization" is purest bunk, there is 
little hope for much life on this planet at all, leaving 
only a few algae, bacteria, viruses, cockroaches and 
such. The horror ahead because of our addiction to 
arrogance is unbearable to contemplate but stark and 
clear. Horror is already everywhere and we seem thor- 
oughly capable of not really seeing it, including every 
’ last so-called environmentalist I get to know — they all 
want to visit — ta da! — "wild"erness, perish the thought 


of living in it. 

Hunting-gathering is a beautiful way of life. 
Yes, you're close to life and death — and to challenge — 
and to true beauty. The hard life is the one that comes 
as soon as you plant one seed aimed at food for oh-so- 
clever humans. 

You published an excellent article from Huey 
Johnson. Read it! Re-read it! Take it to heart. There is 
no real relationship between the snob/slob hunter 
(owning such as vehicles and televisions) and the 
survival hunter. The survival hunter is contaminated 
and ultimately destroyed by neighbors who are seed 
planters and herdspeople. 

Only if we "environmentalists" understand 
the urgent, desperate need for wilderness everywhere 
will planet saving begin to happen. "Way of life:" 
those are hugely important words. A sane one for 
humans. That is the picture to hold up ahead, the 


banner to follow. Read about hunter-foragers. Read 
about seed-planters. The contrast is jarring, mind bog- 
gling; might wake you from your pipe dreams. 

With love and with vast frustration, 

— Bonnie W. 

Dear SFB, 

I can't begin to tell you how much better I feel 
eating my own fresh, natural, organically grown fruits 
and vegetables. I'm much happier, contented, stronger 
and peaceful. My mind works a lot better, creativity is 
enhanced, perspectives are amplified. 

The latest is all this cavy crap I use for the 
garden, free for the hauling. Ah, the gift of the guinea! 
Why do you think they call 'em pigs? 

— Encino Man 

Dear Earth First! folks, 

I just read most of the May issue of Earth First! 
What a great paper! I'm used to the Washington Post 
and New York times and I was impressed with the depth 
of your articles. Please send my subscription. 

I'm a teacher and would be grateful if you 
could send me any old issues. 1 promise they will be 
read by many young folks. 

— David Foster 

Dear Ms. /Sir, 

About a month ago I received a mailing from 
Environment Probe. This organization has its head- 
quarters in Toronto. 

They suggest that the best way to put an end 
to these megaprojects here in Canada is to break up the 
electricity monopolies. According to Environment 
Probe, this has already been done in the U.S. and U.K. 
The following two paragraphs are taken directly from 
this mailing horn Environment Probe. 

"Hydro-Quebec would no longer be able to 
build James Bay II, Alberta utilities would not build any 
more coal-fired plants, new nuclear facilities would no 
longer be a threat to the people of the three provinces 
that still flirt with it — Saskatchewan, Ontario and New 
Brunswick. 

"Instead of the uneconomic and environ- 
mentally risky megaprojects favored by Canada's elec- 
tric monopolies, the new, competitive electricity busi- 
ness in Canada would build what competitive electric- 
ity businesses in other deregulated electricity econo- 
mies build: high efficiency gas technologies and re- 
newable forms of energy, such as wind power. No 
competitive electricity market in the world continues 
to build megaprojects." 

— Rick Wilson 

HI! 

Ihave resisted the urge for a long timejas long 
as I have known of you!) to subscribe to the Earth First! 
Journal. Not that 1 don't sympathize with your ideals, 
or that I don't realize the need for your organization, 
but that as a contract worker in the commercial nuclear 
power industry, any connection with you could be 
hazardous to my employment. But the hell with that — 
I know I need a more balanced source of information, 
and more facts and education to fire at the narrow- 
minded group I work with across the country. I never 
really expected the situation in the wilderness to 
improve very quickly, but am more alarmed than ever 
during this election year. My wife and I never thought 
of ourselves as "environmental fanatics" until listen- 


ing to Bush last month, but if the shoe fits, I guess you 
have to wear it. Enclosed is a check for $25 — I hope that 
is enough for a one-year Earth First! magazine subscrip- 
tion. If not, take it as a donation to whatever cause feels 

good. 

Thank you! 

— M.C. 

Hey Buddy, 

Hello from earthquake country! Mother Na- 
ture has been really pissed lately. On page two of the 
Litha (June 21) issue, there was a comment that they 
don't think we have "fully exhausted the number of 
potential Earth Firstlers on this planet ..." 

I agree! I have gotten numerous teenagers 
reading the Journal and becoming active in the move- 
ment. If not that, I got them thinking. If not that, they 
like the stickers! The only thing I regret is I can't spend 
more time with individuals and talk with them 
on what the movement is all about. 

1 do feel successful getting people interested 
in my InfoLetter and the Journal considering I 
live in Orange County (the conservative capital 
of the world!). I don’t want to come across like 
I'm brainwashing masses of kids into joining 
the Earth First! movement (sometimes, though, 
I think they deserve it). It is just, as we all know, 
that many people are boxed in their own worlds. 
It's a confusing world but someone got to do it! 

For the Earth Forever! 

— Mike Saltz 

The Next Generation and the Western Wolves 
Infoletter 


[Editor’s note: The address for the Western Wolves 
InfoLetteris 18032-C Lemon Drive #127, Yorba Linda, CA 
92686] 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

The summer solstice issue contained an ar- 
ticle, "Old Trees, Hippies and LA Riots," which made a 
connection between the recent riots in South-Central 
Los Angeles and other inner city communities across 
the continent and the struggle of the Earth First! 
movement to stop the ecological catastrophe our short- 
sighted species is causing. Like the author of that 
article, 1 also raised my fist in support when I first saw 
oppressed peoples taking to the streets of Los Angeles. 
However, after much thought and discussion with 
other activists, both social and environmental, and 
after reviewing the history of past revolutions, I have 
concluded that if a revolution were to rise out of the 
streets of Urban America today, Mother Nature would 
be the last thing on the mind of the revolutionaries. 

That is not to say that we should not encour- 
age the uprising to continue, but that perhaps it is time 
for all of us "old white hippies" (or old white punks in 
my case) to get involved and to share our wild wisdom 
with these less fortunate brothers and sisters. 

As John Muir once said, "There is very little 
danger to be met in passing through the wilderness., .and 
but little of any kind as compared with the dangers 
encountered in crowded houses and streets." Urban 
America's only connection with this planet is through 
resource extraction. The destruction of wilderness is a 
direct result of the consumption of society, 90% of 
which occupies cities. We must continue to defend 
biodiversity and wilderness, but at the same time 
education of the poor, inner city masses is also neces- 
sary. The revolution will happen sooner or later, with 
or without us. It is up to us to make sure it is ecological 
as well as economic. The old world order, billions of 
years worth, is too smart to be overtaken by a new one. 
The question is, will we ( Homo sapiens) be around long 
enough to know? 

— Patrick Mitchell 

Dear Shit fer What? 

The paper is looking better indeed, beautiful, 
with some notable policy exceptions. In an editorial 
which didn't really talk about the uprising at all, 
somebody seemed to try to excuse himself(?) for the 
all-white composition of the staff writers. 

I don't think there is a Hopi prophecy forbid- 
ding Earth First! from networking with others. I don't 
think we "just don’t have the energy" to get the 
International Indian Treaty Council to send some 
articles on ecological issues important to them. We 
decided not to solicit that material! T think that by 
printing the concerns of inner city ecologists like 
Henry Clark of West County Toxics, we would help 
create a broader base of radical ecologists. 

You cannot be a radical ecologist 
without being an internationalist. Most biodiversity 
yet lives in the lands inhabited by humans of color. 
Unless we make alliances THERE, we cannot win. Our 
isolationist (protectionist?) attitude is going to make 
us lose. 

I'm sorry that discussing racism, classism and 
movement building seems boring, uncomfortable and 
politically correct. I do not see any other way. 

— Phoenix Tonontsin 

continued on next page 
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CHARLES HURWITZ 

We received this anonymously in the mail and don't 
know what to do with it. Maybe you do. 




Is Don Juan Racist? 

Dear Shit for What? 

When there are numerous good 
texts on Native American experience 
and spirituality, why review a work com- 
menting on the Yaqui-discredited, sup- 
posed shaman Carlos Castaneda (Bor- 
der Crossing: A Psychological Perspec- 
tive of Carlos Castaneda's Path of Knowl- 
edge by Donald Williams, as reviewed by 
Don Smith; Litha, June 21)? Native 
Americans consider the Tales of Power , 
etc., along with the Lynn Andrews ante- 
cedents to be insulting to their ways: a 


complete misrepresentation by an au- 
thor who sat in Los Angeles writing this 
stuff from his imagination. 

Some good texts on Native 
American spirituality include: antholo- 
gies and books by Paula Gunn Allen 
(e.g., The Sacred Hoop), Black Elk Speaks', 
In the Spirit of Crazy Horse by Peter 
Mathiesson, Voices from Wounded Knee 
by the Akwasasne Notes Collective, 
Michael Horner’s The Way of the Sha- 
man', and Living the Spirit, edited by Will 
Roscoe. 

Love, peace and scholarship, 

— Nixie 

P.S. Do your homework! 

Dear Editorial Collective, 

You must really be hurting tor 
material if you print something encour- 
aging folks to read Carlos Castaneda's 
commercialization of his own fabrica- 
tions in the name of the Yaqui — the 
most fearless warriors against colonial- 
ism in the history of Mexico. The Yaqui 


are talked about in Eduardo Galeanos' 
Memories of Fire Vol. Ill (Century ofWind), 
Pantheon Press, trans. Cedric Belfrage. 

The Yaqui are almost extinct. 
They could use some honor and remem- 
brance, and someone to try to under- 
stand their knowledge and share it. But 
understandably, they are not very will- 
ing to talk to gringos. 

I spent six months in Mexico 
in 1986 laboring on the Galeanos trans- 
lation with Cedric (who has since died). 

I would never present myself as an ex- 
pert on theYgqni hntT'qrawake enough 
to know t<Kat Castaneda h as been thor- , 

oughly dis- 
credited in 
the Native 
American 
comm u - 
nity in the 
U n"i ted 
States. 

This 

kind of er- 
ror could 
not hap- 
pen if the 
editorial 
collective 
were 
awake and 
in commu- 
nication with Native Americans. 

Wake up and smell your own 
stagnation! (NEW AGE = SEWAGE) 

— Grace Nichols 

Dear Earth First! Journal, 

1 want to share a few things 
with your readership. For the sake of 
brevity, I’ll just list them. 

1 . During the period 16-19 April 
1992 there was a conference of interna- 
tional scope held at the University of 
Oregon addressing "The Idea of the For- 
est." Academics and activists from North 
America and Europe gathered to scruti- 
nize various ways in which "the forest" 
had been conceptualized historically. I 
was lucky enough to have had a long 
paper accepted for presentation, and I 
must say emphatically that this confer- 
ence was by far the most intellectually 
and emotionally rewarding gathering 
that I have ever attended. No stultifying 
academic bullshit here, but instead a 
rigorous exchange of information and 
ideas in a context of refreshing open- 


ness and integrity. Among distinguished 
speakers were Chris Maser, duthor of 
The Redesigned Forest (1988), and 
Wilhelm Knabe, of the German Green 
party. Many of the presentations were 
videotaped, and there are plans to try to 
publish a collection of the essays if fund- 
ing can be found. Those interested in 
getting more information might con- 
tact Prof. Karla Schultz, Dept, of Ger- 
manic Languages & Literatures, Univer- 
sity of Oregon, Eugene, OR 97403. (In 
the meantime I’ll warn her that I offered 
up her address sacrificially to EF!) 

2. Although I typically discuss 


ecological issues aggressively in my 
classes, over the years I have tried to 
avoid stating my most cynical suspi- 
cions lest I appear terminally paranoic 
and only discredit the information I 
offer. One of the most blighting suspi- 
cions that has haunted me is this: al- 
though the repulsive power- junkies who 
are responsible for making policy deci- 
sions within transnational corporate 
structures may indeed be mentally 
fucked up, they are not stupid. Surely 
they know with some precision just 
what magnitude of environmental de- 
struction they have been able to gener- 
ate so far, and it is likely they are plan- 
ning to make financial use of the conse- 
quences of this destruction. That is, 
when fertile land, fresh water, and 
breathable air have become sufficiently 
scarce so that, for instance, oxygen itself 
can be turned into a commodity and 
marketed for profit, ruthless capitalism 
and social control will have triumphed 
indeed. 

Until recently I thought such a 
suspicion was ex- 
treme, just a symp- 
tom of the twisted 
consequences of 
my lifetime of op- 
posing an insane 
social system. 

But the uni- 
versity where I 
teach hosted what 
was designated an 
"environmental 
workshop" as part 
of something idi- 
otically, but reveal- 
ingly, called the 
"Center for Inter- 
national Security 
and Strategic Stud- 
ies' Peace and Con- 
flict Resolution 
Studies Program." 
A certain Jo Ann 
Kwong, represent- 
ing the Atlas Eco- 
nomic Research 
Foundation (what- 
ever this is), of- 
fered, as a solution 
to ecological crises, 
the following ut- 
terly horrifying 
scheme: "No one 
person owns the at- 


mosphere, rivers or mountains; there- 
fore, no one person assumes the respon- 
sibility for caring for them. These re- 
sources must be privatized and main- 
tained [since] ownership creates an in- 
terest in preserving and protecting prop- 
erty." 

This is perfect capitalistic logic. 
It is also perfectly unacceptable if any 
dissident thought or action is to sur- 
vive. Both "peace and conflict" will in- 
deed be subjected to "resolution" when 
entire ecosystems are corporately owned 
and the very possibility of remaining 
alive becomes a commodity made avail- 
able, with political se- 
lectivity, only to cer- 
tain populations. And 
all along I thought I 
was dubious because 
of the extent of my 
cynicism. For all I 
know, such percep- 
tions are now digni- 
fied in textbooks of 
economics. Have nay 
other readers seen hor- 
rific shit like this seri- 
ously discussed? 

3. 1 would like 
to comment upon 
Don Smith’s review of 
Donald Lee Williams' 
Border Crossing: A Psychological Per- 
spective of Carlos Castaneda's Path of 
Knowledge (Litha, June 21). 

When I was in graduate school 
in the mid-sixties the Bollingen Series 
was just publishing the collected works 
of C. G. Jung, and I eagerly bought and 
read volume after volume. When, soon 
thereafter, Castaneda's initial publica- 
tions appeared on the market, they and 
the figure of don Juan attained almost 
instantaneous cult status among credu- 
lous woo-woos. But when I read them I 
recall that I was unimpressed, largely 
because don Juan's advice, although 
heralded as a novel revelation, was so 
obviously derivative, just a superficial, 
platitudinous rehash of ideas that had 
been circulating for centuries is West- 
ern culture in far more thought- provok- 
ing forms than don Juan's supposed 
oracles. There is nothing "revealed" by 
don Juan that philosophers from, say, 
Lao-Tzu, Valmiki, and the Buddha, to 
Lucretius, Boethius, Spinoza, 
Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, Santayana 
and indeed, Carl Jung and Joseph 
Campbell (among may others) have not 
stated before and better. 

Therapist Williams suggests 
that Castaneda's portrayal of the figure 
of don Juan, in the seemingly endless 
series of books in which don Juan dis- 
penses existential advice, has a certain 
validity within the context of Jungian 
thought. This may indeed by the case. 
But so what? There is much advice 
available, published and unpublished, 
that may be consistent with the catego- 
ries and claims of Jungian psychology. 
This does not make either Jungian psy- 
chology or such advice "True” or "Cor- 
rect." And it certainly does not authen- 
ticate Castaneda's books. 

/ More importantly, there exists 
/substantial evidence suggesting that the 
don luan narratives are a hoax and that 
Castaneda is just a fraud, making muc h 
.profit by exp loiting others' incorrigible 

S . I suggest that anyone mter- 
1 Richard de Mille's Castaneda 's , 
Berkeley, 1980) and Tire Don 
’ rs : Further Castaneda Contro- 
mta Barbara, 1980), ed. Rich- 
iHe. I am as hopeful as anyone 
that the pain and confusion of human 
experience can be diminished. But I 
prefer to continue painfully rather than 
increase the level of confusion even 
further by drowning my perceptual acu- 






ity in vapid, commercialized platitudes 
that have merely been concocted to 
allow one more capitalistic parasite to 
profit enormously from others' unhap- 
piness. 

To close in the demystifying 
mode, I would like enthusiastically to 
recommend a well-researched, percep- 
tive book that interrogates several non- 
Castanedan types of jive: Janet Biehl, 
Rethinking Ecofeminist Politics (Boston, 
1991). This book is an intelligent and 
important clarifying statement by an 
eco-activist member of the Burlington, 
t VT Greens. 


— DlLL~boNNfr 

Just a brief note, 

Since you published a book re- 
view regarding Carlos Castaneda’s 
books, I think you should consider a 
review of one of Ward Churchill's latest 
collection of essays called Fantasies of 
Hie Master Race, published by Common 
Courage Press in Monroe, Maine. Pro- 
fessor Churchill, who is Creek/Chero- 
kee and a co-director of the Colorado 
American Indian Movement, provides 
very convincing documentation that 
Carlos Castaneda is a fraud and as such 
is committing cultural genocide against 
the Yaqui Indians in particular and tra- 
ditional indigenous peoples in general. 

If you really want a book to 
read about Native Americans and some 
aspects of the harmony and balance 
within their outlooks, you can get no 
better orientation than from The State of 
Native America published by South End 
Press and edited by M. Annette Jaimes. 

Keep up your needed hell-rais- 


Don Smith replies: 

The previous letters present some inter- 
esting questions and dilemmas for ac- 
tivists who may look to Native Ameri- 
can traditions for insight and inspira- 
tion. More importantly for me, though, 
the letters reflect the kind of difficulty 
that I hoped my book review would 
shed some light on. 

The letters imply that anyone 
borrowing from Carlos Castaneda's ac- 
counts of don Juan contributes to the 
genocide of Native Americans, regard- 
less of one's motives. To support his 
argument, Richard DeNeale refers to 
Ward Churchill's 
book, Fantasies of the 
Master Race. Churchill, 
for whom I have a 
great deal of respect, 
argues that 

Castaneda's work is 
sheer fiction; no 
doubt, don Juan is 
partly or even entirely 
fiction. Churchill also 
claims that Castaneda 
has successfully de- 
ceived the public into 
thinking don Juan is 
factual. This, com- 
bined with 

Castaneda's partially 
inauthentic portrayal of Yaqui culture, 
exploits Native American traditions and 
thus supports genocide. 

While this cultural critique 
holds some truth, I reject the notion 
that just by writing about don Juan I 
have encouraged genocide. Nor do I 
accept the idea that one can borrow 
from the past, such as Native American 
traditions, and paste it onto the 
present — as if one could transpose one- 
self out of her or his own historical 
condition to take on another. 

To argue whether don Juan is 
fact or fiction is to miss the point of 
Williams' book and my review. My in- 
tent was to emphasize the need to free 
ourselves from being aligned solely with 
consciousness, to recognize that fact 
and fiction overlap in life, that the real 
is more than the rational. I wanted to 
convey the importance of acknowledg- 
ing the dark side of our unconscious; 
the emotionally charged assumptions 
are so prevalent among many radical 
environmentalists and those of us work- 




ing, but take care to respect and support 
the cultures and traditions of the na- 
tions within — they offer us our truly 
greatest teachers. 

Regards, 

— Richard DeNeale 


ing for social change that we sometimes 
become our own worst enemies. 

None of my critics refer to the 
content of the review, which reflected 
my own thesis as much as it did Wil- 
liams'. In their minds, just by writing 
about don Juan I have erred. They don't 
get past this. Moreover, I didn't cite 


Castaneda as an authority on the Yaqui 
Indians. If I had, the criticism would be 
appropriate. Instead, I was using Wil- 
liams' book examining don Juan's path 
of knowledge as a springboard to pro- 
vide hints of a Jungian depth psychol- 
ogy to complement deep ecology. Don 
Juan is simply a focal point in which 
this can be done. It is the process of the 
path of knowledge, of individuation, 
that concerns me, notwhetherdonjuan 
is fact or fiction. 

In my estimation, even if 
Castaneda is a fake, his fiction still has 
merit. The works of Joseph Campbell, 
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provide wilderness long after we are all 
compost. This is an action carried out by 
vjgionarresTririesTvtTO-dp indeed visual- 
-^rm ria^trialcoHap seand foresee a world 
where these once untouched lands re- 
turn to their original state, by being left 
to natural succession. 

Like 1 said, only an idea — what 
do you think? Hugs, 
kisses and some sand 
between your toes 
from the Great Lakes. 
— Sandstepper 


Martin Heidegger, and Edward Abbey 
also have merit even though criticism of 
their ethnic and racial prejudice is justi- 
fied. It is absurd to suggest that borrow- 
ing from Castaneda in any shape or 
form, as in my review of Williams' psy- 
chological perspective of don Juan, or 
the Journal's publication of this review, 
contributes to genocide. 

Dear Dan Quayle For Brains, 

Silent Agitator News! When 
withdrawing money from automatic 
cash machines, be sure to leave an ap- 
propriate sticker inside the cash retrieval 
compartment. Friday evenings are a 
good time to do this. That way, the 
sticker won't be seen by a bank official 
until Monday when they come to re- 
load the machine, and all the people 
withdrawing money and conducting 
transactions over the weekend will be 
properly agitated. If you are industri- 
ous, you can sticker the supply of de- 
posit envelopes inside the compartment 
also. 

— Yellow Yankee 


P.S. Earth Night News 
is great, but where the 
hell is “Monkey- 
wrenchers Forum", 
new ideas and meth- 
ods for and from the 
grizzled vets and the 
greenhorns in the war 
against the machine. 


Dear Earth First!, 

In reading 
your June 21 newspaper, I saw tne ar- 
ticle "Animal Liberation Front Raid in 
Alberta" about the liberation of 29 cats 
and destruction of research and equip- 
ment at the University of Alberta. 

I have been involved in conser- 
vation and environmental issues for 20 
years and I enjoy reading Earth First! 
because you are writing about people 
who are willing to stand up and be 
counted on issues concerning saving 
this planet and its natural environment. 

I want to tell you that I do not 
support nor do I feel Earth First! should 
support the animal rights movement. 
Its existence is not environmentally ori- 
ented but based on the idea that all 
animals have an inherent right to live. 
They have a right to their viewpoint but 
we eco-warriors are fighting a battle to 
save our planet, not just animals on it. 

Sincerely, 

— Priscilla Hawkins 


Dear Shit fer Brains, 

Sitting back, the cool Michigan 
rain falling on my face, I had a thought 
which I need some feedback on. Let's 
say that a greedy timber company rapes 
and pillages National Forest land and 
then the land is “reclaimed" as a tree 
farm. No doubt this tree farm has only 
one purpose, to supply wood for future 
pillaging, and although it is no longer 
wilderness, the land has potential to be 
truly reclaimed by mother nature if the 
land did not offer profitable timber. 
Would destroying the tree farm be a 
worthwhile tactic? Would a few people 
paying their rent with a couple of axes, 
saws, etc. be able to help return this land 
to normal succession? Besides these 
questions there are a few other prob- 
lems I foresee. 

1. This tactic could only be 
used on public land; otherwise the tim- 
ber beast would "need" new public land 
to destroy to keep profits up. 

2. The wrenchers would have 
to use the trees cut to prevent erosion in 
the area. 

3. Is this tactic merely revenge? 

4. Could it actually be accom- 
plished? 

It seems to me that this is a 
"long-range solution," one which could 


GENDER 

continued from page 28 
spond, we can do it more effec- 
tively. To that extent we are sup- 
portive. But it can also be hurting 
each other if we talk just about gen- 
der issues when we should be talk- 
ing about ecological issues. 

Peggy Sue: I think we empower 
each other when we feel open 
enough to call each other on the 
shit that might bother us, then we 
can get over it in a humorous way 
instead of keeping it inside. If you 
don't have the courage to speak up 
when someone has offended you, 
that creates separation. If we can 
bring it out in the open and have 
fun with it that does bring unity. 

Journal: Janice, how might we 
celebrate this unity? 

Janice: Just by stopping the destruc- 
tion of the forest! 
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REVIEW 

The Wildness of Lone Wolf Circles 


Full Circle: The Vision of Lone Wolf Circles, 
1986 

Tima Primera: The Deep Ecology Medicine 
Shows, 1987 
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Wild Ones!, 1990 

AH available from Lone Wolf Circles, P.O. 
Box 652, Reserve, NM 87830. 

Reviewed by Chris Roth 

No performing artist makes the connection be- 
tween wildness within and wilderness without 
better than Lone Wolf Circles. His three tapes, 
Full Circle: The Vision of Lone Wolf Circles; Tierra 
Primera: The Deep Ecology Medicine Shows; and 
Wild Ones!, are musical, poetic prayers to the 
earth as a source of human and natural wildness 
which illuminate Wolf's personal and universal 
ecological world view. (The lyrics to most of the 
poems, interwoven with sound and music on 
these tapes, may be found along with Wolf's 
artwork in his book, Full Circle, 

Llewellyn Publications 1991.) 

The aural tapestry Wolf's poetry 
weaves transcends the rational, 
celebrating a deep ecology that 
is felt and experienced in more 
profound ways than its analyti- 
cal articulations in other books 
and logical discourse. 

Full Circle is Wolf's first, 
most intensely personal tape 
which shares a vision that is the 
basis of all that follows. There 
are no rigid boundaries between 
poems, only the natural music 
of wind, water, animal, and 
some instrumental accompani- 
ment. Listening to it gives a 
stronger sense of wilderness than 
anything else I have heard; the 
poet allows the music of the 
wilds to flow. The tape 
progresses from expression of 
awe at the beauty of the natural 
world to confrontations with 
civilization and calls to resis- 
tance. From "Let our action be 
our prayer:" 

Draw the patience of the 
stones and rocks 
into yourself, 

that you might share their 
patience 

in having your dreams ful- 
filled.... 

I ache for my visions, so vivid, 
shining with sweat, 
filling me with their sweet smells 
and bursting desire. 

Like a wolf caged, 

I leap against the bars 
of alleged reality, 
until they give way 
to freedom and fantasy. 

I ache for my visions, 
the way they throw me on my back, 
roughly undress me, 
plant feathers in my skin, 
and toss me off the cliffs.... 

I ache for my visions, so vivid.... 

Tierra Primera attempts more consciously to place 
an individual experience within a framework 
which translates into collective action. Unlike 


Full Circle, which sometimes speaks like the earth 
itself, this tape is obviously created by, and for, 
human beings. Some of the intensity and subtlety 
are lost in the attempt to make the message more 
accessible; the divisionless "natural time" and 
"natural song" of the first tape have given way to 
stricter divisions and more standard musical 
forms. The tape more effectively answers the 
questions, "what are we to say, and what are we 
to do about our experiences of the sacred, natural 
world?" The vulnerability and sensitivity of 
Wolf's first tape have been developed into a 
model for thinking and acting as eco-warriors, 
strengthened by common perception and pas- 
sion. The poet's vision has become less private 
and more firmly engaged within the context of a 
sacred world view common to all native and 
natural people. 

Let us take you for a moment 
from that frantic video you call "reality," 
a contemporary hit co-authored by fear. 
Noise and commotion pulled up around you 
like the false security 
of an electric blanket; 


encircling you like covered wagons 
against the intense 
uncertain potential of nightfall, 
of our wild, unchained dreams. 

Let us take you for a moment 
to the shadow-lined corridors 
between Tamarac and Aspen, 
down those thorny, berry covered tunnels 
that lead your naked wild soul. 

Silence will stalk you here, 

coming closer even as you stop to listen. 

Another step or two, 

and it will reach out and touch you. 

There is no winning without such struggle. 
There is no freedom without such danger. 
Shaggy hair hangs over your eyes here, 
as even your tracks are transformed — 
larger now, deeper, 
with a hint of claws. 

It is the job of our poetry 
to take you there. 


Wild Ones! completes the artist's journey from 
the personal to the universal: a "pan- tribal prayer 
for the Sacred Earth." It weaves together music 
from diverse traditions — folk, rock, African Fla- 
menco, Native American, Middle Eastern — once 
again with Wolf's poetry. Jenny Bird, Joanne 
Rand, the Stone Biscuit Band, Kay Lynn Two- 
Trees, and others join Wolf to celebrate an 
ecocen trie world view clearly articulated in Wolfs 
words, experienced on a more basic level in 
rhythm. The music brings us back to a world "in 
tune," held together "more by the principles of 
music than by the principles of physics." The 
comprehensive, unified, deep ecological aware- 
ness of the creators of Wild Ones! seems to have 
become even clearer as, tragically, the natural 
world crumbles ever more rapidly under human 
onslaught. But Wolf finds hope in the power of 
natural regeneration, and passes on through his 
poetry, music, and art some of the seeds of rebirth 
that will make us conscious once again that we 
are "one family, one planet, one home." Until 
then, he urges us, we need to "howl for the 
earth. ..never stop howling." 


Graphic by Lone Wolf Circles 


I know the pain of the flower longing to 
open, the spirit longing to be free. I know the 
pain of the forests being cut, grasses scream- 
ing beneath the pavement. I felt the pain of 
species banished into extinction and of hu- 
man potential bottled up in distraction. 

The bells of the Gypsy wagon have al- 
ways called to us. They are tinkling out of the 
darkness of human resignation and the un- 
seen folds of the future. 

As we get closer, their ringing is the 
sound of the unchained brook, of a tongue in 
our ears, a hawk's cry and the whistling of the 
wind on the highest polished cliffs. We can 
do nothing else but follow.... 

Listen to these tapes and read the book — they 
belong in the library of every serious student of 
Deep Ecology, and of anyone open to an ex- 
panded awareness and appreciation of life. 
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BULLETINS AND BLURBS 


What's Wrong With Dolphin Shows 
at Hersheypark? 


I jumped into the water to help un- 
tangle the dolphins. We wanted to just 
cut the net and free the baby dolphin. 
Mr. Solangi would not allow it, but 
finally we cut it without his permis- 
sion. We wanted to release the baby by 
swimming it out of the net and bring- 
ing its mother to it. However, Mr. Solangi 
ordered us to put the baby on the boat. 

On board, the baby dolphin 
was handed to crew member Kelly 
Williams. The mother swam to the 
edge of the net and screamed for its 
baby while the baby bleated back in 
return. Williams was soon yelling for 
help, shouting that the baby was dying. 
The unbreathing baby was moved back 
and forth in the water in an attempt to 
revive it. The efforts were unsuccessful 
and the baby was pronounced dead. 

When we returned to Marine 
Life, the baby dolphin 's body was placed 
in the fish freezer, where it remained for 
two or three months. The so-called 
autopsy, performed under the supervi- 
sion of Mr. Solangi, determined that 
the baby died of pneumonia. — John 
Fishback, former assistant dolphin 
and sea lion trainer for Marine Ani- 
mals Productions, Inc. 

This firsthand account is just an 
example of a typical day for Marine 



Animal Productions, Inc. (MAP). 
MAP, under the management of 
Moby Solangi, leases dolphins and 
sea lions to Pennsylvania's 
Hersheypark and several other 
amusement parks. The animals are 
shipped off to a theme park each 
season, forced to perform for crowds 
of tourists every day, and are re- 
turned to their holding tank at Ma- 
rine Life in Mississippi for the win- 
ter. 

Marine Life, Solangi's com- 
pany that catches and keeps the 
animals, has been cited by the Ani- 
mal Plant and Health Inspection 
Service of the USDA for its inad- 
equate facilities and poor manage- 


ment. APHIS documented such high 
chlorine content in the tanks that 
dolphins appeared bleached. To 
compensate for the filthy water con- 
ditions, former employees report 
that the dolphins' food intake was 
cut. 

Since 1973, MAP has cap- 
tured 221 dolphins from the Missis- 
sippi Sound; 98 were used for the 
U.S. Navy's use in cruel and abusive 
experiments. Others were used in 
roadshows or sent to amusement 
parks. Over half of all the dolphins 
captured by MAP are now dead. 

Despite its revolting prac- 
tices, MAP is still supported by Troy 
Stump, Director of ZooAmerica 
North American Wildlife Park, 
which oversees Hersheypark's dol- 
phins. 

The Dolphin Project is call- 
ing for a boycott of all Hershey Foods 
Corporation products as well as a 
boycott of Hersheypark until they 
agree to get out of the dolphin slave 
trade. Please let the following 
Hershey officials know that you are 
not amused at dolphin circus acts, 
and that the once familiar brown 
wrapper of a Hershey Bar now con- 
jures up unpleasant images that ruin 
your appetite. 



Mr. Troy Stump, Director/Curator 
ZooAmerica 
Hersheypark Drive 
Hershey, PA 17033 

Mr. J. Bruce McKinney, President 
Hershey Entertainment & Resort 
300 Park Boulevard 
Hershey, PA 17033 

Mr. Richard A. Zimmerman 
Chief Executive Officer 
Hershey Foods Corporation 
P.O. Box 810 
Hershey, PA 17033 


EF! Eco-Climber Action Network 


By Wild Wolf 

The Earth First! Eco-Climber Action 
Network (ECAN) is a newly formed 
network of tree climbers and 
treesitters who defend forests from 
the ravages of scientific forestry. The 
response a few months ago to our 
first call for tree climbers and assis- 
tance was abysmal. So here we go 
again. If we don't get a better re- 
sponse this time, then the network 
is as good as kaput. 

ECAN was created to inform 
tree climbers of new techniques via 
a newsletter and to mobilize people 


for action. Action, alerts will be 
issued when climbers are needed to 
defend the earth's green skin. Our 
goal is to be at the forefront in 
defense of ancient, native or ahy 
forest community under threat. We 
need donations of money, recycled 
paper, printing equipment, ideas, 
etc. So please write and help out. 
Don't fill in the name if you send a 
check. 

EF! ECAN 

Box61245, Brentwood Station N.W. 
Calgary, AB T2L 2K6 


Photos needed 


Canebrake Earth First! is seeking any 
photographs or — even better — vid- 
eos of any animals being killed in 
the Antarctic Treaty Area or the 
Bering Sea by any U.S. government 
agencies. Please contact Canebrake 
EF!, P.O. Box 6106, Palm Harbor, FL 
34684-0706, (813) 789-3810. 

You oughta be 
in pictures 

Eco- Warriors: The Movie — Be a part 
of a new one-hour television docu- 
mentary about the radical green 
movement and the individuals put- 
ting their lives on the line for Mother 
Earth. Donations will cover the 
incredibly high production costs of 
this needed film, showing Earth 
Firstiers and other activists in AC- 
TION. Donors will receive credit in 
the film. Free t-shirts for donations 
over $ 100 upon completion. Please 
send donations now so we can start 
the cameras rolling. Contact Eco- 
Warriors, 100 Palm Ave. #4, San 
Francisco, CA 94118. 


Forest Activist 
Handbook 
Now Available 

Preserve Appalachian Wilderness 
(PAW) recently published The Na- 
tional Forest Activist Handbook. It is 
full of useful information for activ- 
ists seeking to save what little forest 
wilderness we have left. It begins 
with an overview of the Forest 
Service's gross mismanagement of 
our forests, and public relations 
ploys the Service uses to keep us 
unaware of the truth, then goes on 
to discuss various tactics for activ- 
ists. These include submitting com- 
ments on upcoming Forest Service 
projects before an Environmental 
Assessment is made, managing the 
media, using the Freedom of Infor- 
mation Act, suing the GIS (geo- 
graphic information system) and 
legislation. The Forest Service Di- 
rectory contains names and ad- 
dresses for National Forest Supervi- 
sors and District Rangers for the 
Appalachians. 

The handbook is available 
for $2.50 from PAW Network, PO 
Box 52A, Bondville, VT 05340. 

Source: The Catalyst Magazine: Eco- 
nomics for the Living Earth 


Cover Your A55 or be Locked Up: 

Forest Service Personnel in Violation 


of the Endangered Species Act 


Another tool has inadvertently 
fallen into our hands, giving us the 
leverage to require immediate ac- 
tion by federal land agencies. Forest 
Service personnel have been put on 
notice concerning the criminal as- 
pects of the Endangered Species Act 
according to the text of the May 29, 
1992 internal memo below. Forest 
Supervisors and District Rangers 
with knowledge of ESA violations 
are expected to take immediate ac- 
tion to rectify situations where their 
actions cause direct or indirect tak- 
ing of endangered species, or they 
will personally suffer the full conse- 
quences of the "taking" provisions 
of the ESA. 

Joe Stringer wrote: 

"I think the supervisors and 
rangers need to be aware that there 
are criminal violations as well as 
civil. On January 29, 1992, three 
employees (civilian) of the Fort 
Benning Military Reservation were 
indited [sic] by a federal grand jury 
for conspiring to violate the ESA by 
destroyingred-cockaded 


woodpeckerhabitat in Georgia. They 
face up to 31 years imprisonment 
and $640,000 in fines in [sic — if] 
convicted on all charges. How do I 
see that this message is distributed 
so our folks can stay out of trouble? 
This is a very serious situation, espe- 
cially in light of grazing activities in 
salmon habitat. Allowing cattle to 
continue grazing where agency offi- 
cials have knowledge that habitat is 
adversely impacted places those of- 
ficials at personal risk. — Joe." 

There are two obvious implications 
of this memo. First, Forest Service 
personnel are running scared, and 
can be directed into taking immedi- 
ate action to correct adverse im- 
pacts on endangered species 
(planned or existing roads, grazing, 
timber cuts, dams, recreation areas, 
etc.). Secondly, any person who has 
knowledge of violations but does 
not comply with the ESA can be 
convicted of obstruction of justice, 
criminal conspiracy, taking, and 
applicable agency statutes. 



Warrior Poets 

Poets are invited to submit their 
work to the Warrior Poets Society. 
The Journal regularly features a 
page of poetry submitted to us by 
the Society. Send your poems to 
Warrior Poets Society, Bancroft 
and Telegraph, ASUC Box 361, 
Berkeley, CA 94720-1111. Of 
course, we still welcome poetry 
sent directly to the Journal, too. 
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On Eating Blackberries 


Wading in the Clark Fork 



Inside 
car battery 

pumps a trickle of juice 
to tin can stereo 
! ibid slow blues fuzzes out.( 

Ipt up Wk\ 

eye meets eye 

I 'IratwuHMMmn f|l Yfi. ft - 

Somebody pounds on a piece of wood 




beer is piliJG; 
jntain crags, 
dearth; 


itfpations. 


cul-de-sacs 


Once far enough from the house, 
from the confines of civilized language, 

I forget who I'm supposed to be, 
and become who I am. 

Words flow like food, like water, like blood. 
The plants speak to me. 

I become an animal, 

Blackberries in my maw. 


... • V, 


All of a sudden 
My fears 

Of breaking human law 

To defend this sacred land 

Dissolve, ? \ ’ ^ 

Playing no part in this flow. 

The bees, the birds, the bears know no human laws 

Nor do trees, nor berry bushes, 

Nor, when one with bee, bird, berry, bush am 

Do I. \ ® A 'iv i 

\\ * ' \ \lii t 

-vh tsV m Mrfsvr 


At first I found you too cold. 

You warmly forgave my brief foolishness. 
I stroked your silky water skin. 

We caressed each other gently, lovingly, 
softness of river against labia, 
a calming, cooling touch. 

We affirmed our friendship — 

I swaying, 

you sashaying about me, 

we moving together in nature's dance. 

Beverly Cherner 


Winston the Pooh 


Heartsong of the Griz 

dawn 

I step in bear shit 
happiness through the day 


— dedicated to Tony Povilitff, and Cam l 
Eric Holle 


... ■ % * ■ 

,,<■ Alaska Gothic 

. ' 

' ’ Clear day— - 

blue looks like blue 

the metallic stench of rusting pickup trucks 


loose, tonal rattling 
in scattered sunbeams 
(blues still cranked). 


Lughnasadh 

hot sun 
ripe wheat 
white slicing heat 

blood steam 
corn king 
power tilting 

sun slips red 

into deep cool mystery 


tarfntfig parlors 
BUT 

there used to be trees 


Peggy Sue McRae 


R. J. Newbauer 

♦ 


SLIP-SLIDING AWAY 


By Tick 


The Forest Service's management 
practices have led to yet another 
unmitigated disaster in Montana's 
Bitterroot National Forest. In early 
July, clearcuts, roads and a burned 
hillside, combined with rain and 
winds, caused a massive mudslide 
which poured down the mountain, 
scoured out creek beds, and carved 
six-foot-deep ravines. There was a 
virtual 100% fish kill in the streams, 
and some 250,000 cubic yards of 
eroded material landed in 
Overwhich Creek. The areas still 
forested did not erode away. 

The mainstream media went 
to bat for the Freddies, doing their 
best to downplay the role timber 
management played in setting up 
the conditions for the slide. The 
slide began in a burned area that 



caught fire from an improperly 
managed slash pile, flowed through 
the clearcuts, and really took off 
when it hit the logging roads. Much 
of the debris came from the road 
beds themselves. The fishery is dead, 
the mountain trashed, and the For- 
est Service is responsible. A local 
group, Friends of the Bitterroot, has 
called for a congressional investiga- 
tion into the timber sale's history 
and costs "and all the events that 
ultimately led to this human-caused 
catastrophe." We agree. 

So address your complaints 
to: Stephen Kelley, Supervisor, Bit- 
terroot National Forest, 1801 North 
First St., Hamilton, MT 59840, (406) 
363-3131 and Tom Wagner, Darby 
Ranger District, PO Box 388, Darby, 
MT 59829, (406) 821-3913. 
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Trinkets 6 Snake Oil 


WE NEED YOUR MONEY— 

for brains-n-eggs at the Ox 
and for cold brews at 
Charlie's. All to keep us happy 
workers. Oh yeah, we also 
need it to print the Journal. 


BOOKS 

Wilderness On The Rocks Wolke $15 

Earth First! Reader Davis $14.95 

Waste of the West: Public Lands Ranching Jacobs $28 

Note: Ecodefense is temporarily out of stock. 

Dave Foreman is in the process of selling his 
rights to the book, and no printings will be 
done until the rights are transferred. 


BUMPERSTICKERS 

$1 each, unless otherwise noted 

American Wilderness: 

Love it or Leave it Alone 


WINDOW STICKERS 
Earth First! Fist 4/$l 
No Cows 6/$ 1 

SILENT AGITATORS 
EF! Fist 30/$ 1.50 
Boycott Coors 10/$ 1.50 
Tools 30/$ 1.50 
No Deal, Assholes 30/$ 1.50 

PATCHES 
EF! Fist $3.50 
Earth Police $3 


CASSETTES 

Austin Lounge Lizards Creatures from the Black Lagoon $9 
Austin Lounge Lizards Highway Cafe of the Damned $9 
Lone Wolf Circles Full Circle $10 
Lone Wolf Circles Tierra Primera! $10 
Citizen's Band Pocket Full of Rocks $10 

Smash the State (and Have a Nice Day) $10 
It's a Miracle $ 10 
Make a Change $10 
Too Controversial $10 
Century of Fools $10 


Citizen's Band 
Alice DiMieele 
Alice DiMieele 
Alice DiMieele 
Scotty Johnson 


Greg Keeler 
Greg Keeler 
Greg Keeler 
Greg Keeler 
Greg Keeler 


Songs of Fishing, Sheep & Guns in MT $9 
Talking Sweet Bye & Bye $9 
Bad Science Fiction $9 
Post-Modem Blues $9 
Enquiring Minds $9 
Katie Lee Fenced $10 
Dana Lyons Our State is a Dumpsite $6 
Dana Lyons Animal $10 
Dana Lyons and John Seed 
At Night They Howl at the Moon $11 
Peg Millett Gentle Warrior $10 
Bill Oliver Texas Oasis $10 
Bill Oliver & Friends Better Things to Do $10 
Cecelia Ostrow All Life is Equal $8 
Rainforest Information Centre Nightcap $10 
Joanne Rand Home $10 
Joanne Rand Choosing Sides $10 
Joanne Rand Live $10 
John Seed, Bahloo & Friends Earth First! $9 
John Seed Deep Ecology $10 
John Sirkis The Wild West $9 
Voices of the New Ecology Only One Earth $12 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz Forever Wild $10 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz Spirit is Still on the Run $10 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz Listen to the Earth $10 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz A Kid for the Wild $10 
Glen Waldeck Wreckin' Ball Waldeck $10 
The Wallys Rainforest Roadshow $10 


CAPS 

Woodland Camo $10 
Desert Camo $10 


Another Mormon on Drugs 
Anti-grazing assortment 
(on cheap paper, $l/doz) 

Boycott Coors "Beer" 

Damn the Corps Not Rivers 

Darwin 

Desert Raper 

(on cheap paper, .50 ea) 

Developers Go Build in Hell 
(on cheap paper, .50 ea) 

Don’t Like Environmentalists? 

Put Them Out of Work 
Dream Back the Bison, Sing Back the Swan 
Earth First! 

Eschew Surplusage 
Fight The Power! 

Hayduke Lives! 

Hunt Cows, Not Bears 
Hunters: Did a Cow Get Your Elk? 

I'd Rather Be Monkeywrenching 
If Your Pecker Was as Small as Mine, 

You'd need a Muscle Wagon, Too 
(on cheap paper, .50 ea) 

I'll Take My Beef Poached, Thanks 
Love Your Mother, Don't Become One 
MUir Power To You (.50 ea) 

Native 

Nature Bats Last 
Not Politically Correct 
Oil and Bears Don't Mix 
Pay Your Rent, Work For The Earth 
Pregnancy: Just Another Deadly 
Sexually Transmitted Disease 
Rescue the Rainforest 
Resist Much, Obey Little 
Save the Yellowstone Grizzly (.50 ea) 

Save the Wild 

Stop the Forest Service, 

Save Our Wild Country 
Stop Clearcutting 

Stop Clearcutting (on cheap paper, .50 ea) 
Subvert the Dominant Paradigm 
Think Globally, Act Locally 
Visualize Industrial Collapse 
Wolves, Not Cows 



T-SHIRTS 

SAVE OUR WILD DESERTS 
Get cows off public lands 

$15 (postage paid) 

BLACK SHIRTS SPECIFY SIZE 
Oregon Natural Desert Association 
16 NW Kansas St. 

Bend, Or 97701 

INCLUDE $5 FOR ONDA MEMBERSHIP 


/concerned SINGLES NEWSLETTERS 

' links compatible singles who care about ' 
the earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

National and international membership, 
i All ages. Since 1984. Free sample: i 

V Box 555-B, Stockbrldge, MA 01262. 7 


Tan $10 


EARTH FIRST! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 


T-SHIRTS 
All 100% cotton. 

Sizes currently in stock are indicated. 

EF! Fist 

Short slv, black on green, all sizes $11 

Short slv, black on red, all sizes $11 

Short slv, multi-color on black, L&XL, $12 

Defend the Wilderness 

Short slv, black, all sizes $11 

Long slv, black, all sizes $13 

Free the Earth 

Short slv, turquise, all sizes $12 
Short slv, lavender, S $12 
Short slv, fuchsia, S $12 
No Fucking Compromise 
Short slv, black, M,L&XL $11 
Don't Tread on Me 

Short slv, unbleached organic, L&XL $14 
Short slv, watermelon, S $12 
Short slv, black L&XL $12 
EF! Tools 

Short slv, unbleached organic, M,L&XL $12 

Short slv, tan, S $10 

Short slv, blue, S$ 10 

Griz and Cubs 

Short slv, It. blue, S&M $13 

Long slv, It. blue, S&M $16 

Canyon Frog 

Short slv, gray, S $12 


Atoka checks out to Earth First! Of send cash. Mail to Earth First), P0B 5176, Missoula, MT 
59806. Allow five weeks for delivery (contact us If it has not been received in that time). Please 
use a j subscription fonn when setting in a subscription. 
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MAKE 

PROTECTING 

THE 

ENVIRONMENT 
YOUR JOB 


The Job Seeker specializes in environmental 
and natural resource vacancies nationwide. 
Two issues each month are filled with current 
vacancies from Federal, state, local, private, 
and non-profit employers. A 6 issue trial 
subscription is only $19.50. Subscribe today! 

The Job Seeker 

Dept A, Rt 2 Box 16, Warrens, WI 54666 
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SUBSCRIBE TO EARTH FIRST! 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal — is an independent entity within the broad Earth First! movement and 
serves as a forum for no-compromise environmental thought and action. Subscriptions go to publish this newspaper and to fund 
a variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 

Keep us informed of ADDRESS CHANGES! The Post Office will charge us 30$ for an address correction and won’t forward 
your paper. 

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS — Introduce others to Earth First ! and receive the EF! bumpersticker of youf choice or 30 silent 
agitators for each gift subscription you make. Indicate your address and what you would like on the subscription form. 

LIFE SUBSCRIPTIONS — Tired of that little red check mark every year? Whnt to. really help Earth First! and insure that 
you’ll get Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal for life (yours or ours, whichever is shorter)? Then become a life 
subscriber. Send us $400 and you’ve got it. 

Clip and send to: Earth First!, POB 5176, Missoula, MT 59806 

Here’s $20 or more for a one year subscription to Earth First! 

Here’s $20 to resubscribe to Earth First! 

Here’s an extra $15. Send Earth First! First Class. 

Here’s $30 (US funds only). Send Earth First! to me First Class in Canada or Mexico or surface mail outside the USA. 

Here’s $45 (US funds only). Send me Earth First! Air Mail outside the USA. 

We are a government agency or exploitative corporation. Here’s $75 for a subscription ($100 for First Class mail). 

Here’s $400 or more for a life subscription to Earth First!. 

Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here’s $20 or more. 

I’m broke. Please send me a subscription for $ 

Please change my address. My old zip code was: 


Address 


The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use an alias. Make sure the mailperson knows that 
James What (or whoever) is getting mail at your address. 
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Canada 

Alberta 

Wild Alberta EFI 

Box 61245 

Brentwood Postal NW 
Calgery AB T2L 2K6 

British Columbia 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053 

Kamloops, BC V2C. 6H2 

Paul Watson 

POB 48446 

Vancouver, BC V7X 1A2 
(604) 688-SFAL 

Terra Prima/W Canada EFI 

POB 6491 Depot 1 
Victoria, BC V8P 5M4 

Vancouver EF! 

Box 21521 

1850 Commercial Drive 
Vancouver, BC V5N 4A0 

Ontario 

EF! Ottawa 
Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, ONT K1S 5H8 

Quebec 

EF! Montreal 
BP 42048 CPJ-Mance 
Montreal Quebec H2W 2T3 

Mexico 

Mexico City EF! 

Joe Keenan 
Apdo. Postal 22-146 
14000 Mexico DF 
(5) 665-1610 
Mexico 


Alaska 

Alaska EFI 
Wally World 
Michael Lewis 
POB 670647 
Chuglak, AK 99567 

Arizona 

Phoenix EF! 

Mike or Terri 
POB 8795 
Phoenix, AZ 85066 
(602) 276-2849 
Tucson EF! 

AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412 
Tucson, AZ 85722 

California 

Volcano EF! 

J. Sten Layman 
POB 1475 

Sutter Creek, CA 95685 
(209) 223-2965 
Glenn M. Brown 
1801 Sonoma St. #381 
Vallejo, CA 94590 
Bay Area EF! 

Bay Area Hotline 
(415) 949-0575 
Karen Pickett 
POB 83 

Canyon, CA 94515 
San Francisco EF! 

POB 411233 

San Francisco, CA 94141 
Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-8094 
Lifeweb 
POB 20803 
San Jose, CA 95160 


EF! Projects 

EF! River Defense 

Task Force 

Carmageddon 

POB 60164 

c/o EFI United Kingdom 

Seattle WA 98160 

9 C.azenove Rd 

(206) 521-3691 

London N16 6PA UK 

Fund for Wild Nature 

EF! Biodiversity Project 

POB 1683 

POB 3132 

Corvallis, OR 97339 

Boulder, CO 80307-3132 

Hunt Saboteurs 

EF! Direct Action Fund 

BWAP! 

POB 210 

POB 67121 

Canyon, CA94S16 

Scotts Valley, CA 95067 

(510) 376-7329 FAX 631-7958 

(408) 437-8631 

EF! Eco-Videographe/F.GR fit 

Oeans Task Force 

EF! Genetic Alert 

c/o Ridley 

POB 2182 

300 Broadway STF.-28 

Betkely, CA 94702 

San Francisco, CA 94133 

EF! Grizzly Bear Task Force 

Predator Project 

POB 6151 

POB 6733 

Bozeman, MF 59715 

Bozeman, MT 59771 

Canadian Grizzly Bear TF 

(406) 587-3389 

Box 61245 

Redwood Action Team 

Brentwood Postal NW 


Calgary ABT2L2K6 

Garberville, CA 95440 

EF! Journal 

(707) 923-4112 

POB 5176 

Riparian Action Faction 

Missoula, MT 59806 

Box 1142 

(406) 728-8114 

Lotus, CA 95651 

IFIRanchlng Task Force 


POB 5784 


Tucson, AZ 85703 


(602) 758-3137 



Santa Cruz EF! 

Karen DeBraal 
POB 344 

Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-8094 
Orange County EF! 

POB 28318 
Santa Ana, CA 92799 
Mike Saltz, Jr 
Western Wolves Infoletter 
18032-C Lemon Dr #127 
Yorba Linda, CA 92686 
Lake Tahoe EF! 

Bill Peterson 
POB 8934 

South lake Tahoe, CA 96158 
Tahoe EF! 

Box 613077 

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96152 
(916) 541-0465 
Dave Wheeler 
POB 1398 

Sugarloaf, CA 92386 
(714) 585-7160 
Coyote Creek Greens 
POB 1521 
Cypress, CA 90630 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381 

North Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 
Baja Ecotopia F.F! 

POB 33663 

San Diego, CA 92163 

Colorado 

Walkabout 
POB 1166 
Boulder, CO 80306 
Scott Sal a 
1141 Emerson St. 

Denver, CO 80218 
Gunnison EF! 

Gretchen Ulrich/Dewey Groover 
POB 5916 WSC 
Gunnison, CO 81231 
(303)943-2354 or 
(303) 641-5329 
San Juan EF! 

Dan Johnson/Chris Martin 
POB 3204 

Durango, CO 81302 
(303) 385-4518 or 
(303) 259-4577 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101 
Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
The Wild Ranch Review 
c/o Tim Haugen 
POB 81 

Gulnare, CO 81042 
Lee Turner 

POB 1025 W EIizabeth#F,-21 7 
Fort Collins, CO 80521 
(303) 491-2530 

Florida 

Big Bend EF! 

Mary AUgire 
POB 20582 
Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Perdido Bay EF! 

Corbin McMulin 
410 W Blount St 
Pensacola, FI. 32501 



Florida EF! 

Wire grass 
POB 13864 
Gainesville, FL 32604 

Pan 

c/o 1507 Edgevale Rd 
Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
Canebrake EF! 

The Rattler Tattler 
POB 6106 

Palm HarboT, FL 34684-0706 
Big Cypress EF! 

1938 Hollywood Blvd, 2nd fl. 
Hollywood, FL 33020 

Georgia 

Students for Env. Awareness 
Tate Student Center U of GA 
Athens, GA 30602 
Kids for Konservation 
POB 885 

Athens, GA 30601 
Paid Beck 
3654 Old Ferry Rd 
Martinez, GA 30907 
(404) 855-6426 
Hawaii 

Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031 

Makawac, HI 96768 
(808) 572-2546 

Idaho 

IAOT 
POB 1360 

Priest River, ID 83856 

Illinois 

Chicago EF! 

POB 6424 
Evanston, 1L 60204 
Great Lakes EF! 

Don Luebbert 
4435 Highland 
Downers Grove, IL 60515 
(708) 969-2361 
Southern Illinois F.F! 

POB 90 

Glen Carbon, IL 62034 
(618) 692-3246 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Blinois 
Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

Iowa 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

Hal Rowe 
POB 305 

Iowa City, !A 52244 
(319) 354-6674 

Kentucky 

Erik Dellaliousay 
455 Ed Howe Rd 
Munfordville, KY 42765 
(502) 531-6703 

Maine 

Maine EF! 

Billi Barker 
POB 507 

North Waterboro, ME 04061 
(207) 247-4112 


Solon EF! 

Michael Vernon 
RFD 1 Box 4025 
Solon, MF. 04979 

Maryland 

Chesapeake EF! 

POB 184 

Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732 
(.301) 855-4241 
Anacostia F.F! 

3912 Longfellow St. 
Hyattsville, MD 20781 
(301) 779-1740 
Massachusetts 

Connecticutt Valley EF! 

POB 298 

Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 
Alan (Atticus Finch) Goldblatt 
66 Wendell St. 

Cambridge, MA 02138 
(617) 876-1750 
Michigan 
Red Cedar EF! 

4270 Eastgate 
Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
Val Salvo 
POB 02548 
Detroit, MI 48202 
(313)831-6800 

Minnesota 

Minnesota EF! 

Kent Jones 
Box 7448 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

Missouri 

Missouri EF! 

POB 189 

Pacific, MO 63069 
Sue Skidmore 
POB 681 JF 

Springfield, MO 65801 
Annie Magill 
POB 5905 

Kansas City, MO 64111 
Ray O McCall 
Rt. 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 

Montana 

North Fork EF! 

POB 271 

Hungry Horse, MT 59919 
Keep It Wild! 

POB 1121 

Whitefish, MT 59937 
Wild Rockies EF! 

Wild Rockies Review 
Milton Slummer 
POB 9286 

Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 
Yellowstone F.F! 

Randall Restless 
Box 6151 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-9211 


Nebraska 
Buffalo Bruce 
HC 74 Box 76 
Chadron, NF. 69337 
(308) 4.32-3458 

Nevada 

Great Basin EF! 

Jonas Prida 
POB 48 

Yerington, NV 89447 
(702) 463-2954 
New Mexico 
Northern NMF.F! 

Ginger Quinn 
POB 5170 
Taos, NM 87571 
(505) 758-5550 
Hawk 
POB 661 

Angel Fire, NM 87710 
New Mexico EF! 

Act Like an Earthquake 
POB 12896 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 
(505) 873-0299 
Greater Gila Biodiversity 
Project 
POB 12835 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 

New jersey 

New Jersey EF! 

POB 506 

Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 

New York 

EF! Susquehanna-Chenango 
Bioregion 
The Bear 
224 Bevier St 
Binghamton, NY 13904 
(607) 724-0348 

Greater Adirondack Bioregion 
1125 Phoenix Ave. 
Schenectady, NY 12308 
Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St. 

New York, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244 
Long Island EF! 

POB 812 

Huntington, NY 11743 
(516) 424-6499 

North Carolina 
South PAW 
Rodney Webb 
POB 3141 

Asheville, NC. 28802 

Ohio 

Black Swamp EF! 

Michael fir Margery Downs 
1117 1/2 N Erie St 
Toledo, OH 43604 
Ohio Valley EF! 

Brian Hagemann 
POB 21017 

University of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221 


Clint Holley III 

28410 S Bridge Circle 
Westlake, OH 44145 
(216) 892-7891 
Oregon 
Stumptown EF! 

POB 13765 
Portland, OR 97213 
(503) 231-0207 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384 
Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) .343-7305 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 1846 

Cave Junction, OR 97523 

Pennsylvania 

Allemong Bioregion EF! 

POB 1689 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
Alleghany Biodiversity! 

POB 6013 
Pittsburg, PA 15211 
(412) 531-7705 
Dave Hafer 

Edward Abbey Hiking Society 
POB 65 

Lewisburg, PA 17837 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave 
Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 
RD #4 237-A Elk Lake 
Montrose, PA 18801 
(717) 278-1396 
South Carolina 

Southern Appalachian EF! 
Buddy Newman 
Unicom Hills Farm 
Sunset, SC 29685 
(803) 878-2234 

Texas 

Llano Estacado EF! 

POB 4733 
Lubbock, TX 79409 
(806) 747-3552 
William Larson 
9122 Oak Downs Road 
San Antonio, TX 78230 
(512) 342-2520 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 3, Box 114 
Cleveland, TX 77327 
EF! Austin 
POB 7292 
University Station 
Austin, TX 77327 
Utah 

Wild Utah EF! (WOOF!) 

POB 510442 

Salt Ijke City, UT 84151 

Vermont 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
Anne Peterrnami 
POB 804 

Burlington, VT 05402 
(802) 658-2403 
Preserve Appalachian 
Wilderness (PAW) 

Buck Young 
Box 52A 

Bondville, VT 05340 
(802) 297-1022 


International EF! 
Directory 

Australia 

Rainforest Information Centre 
John Seed 
POB 368 

Li smote, NSW 2480 
AUSTRALIA 
TEL 066-21-85-05 
email pegrrainfaus 
Marianne Haynemann 
POB 256 

Mitchem, VIC 3132 
AUSTRALIA 
Melbourne EF! 

GPO Box 1738Q 
Melbourne, VIC 3001 
AUSTRALIA 
Gerinany 
Earth First! Germany 
Jan Ebert 
Blumemode 11/13 
D-8620 Lichtenfels 
GERMANY 
India 

Amand Skaria 
PB #14 

Cocliin 682001 
Kerala 

tel 009-484-25435 
Society of Active Volunteers for 
Environment (SAVE) 

Bander Bagicha 
Near Maurya Lok 
PATNA-800 001 Bihar 
Post Box 229 

Poland 

A. Janusz Korbel 
ul Magi 21/3 
43-300 Bielsko Biala 


United Kingdom 

Lea Valley EF! 

Jason Torrance 
POB 2S73 
London N16 6HN 
Tel (44) 081 8061561 
Fax (44) 081 8061561 
email gn:jtorrance 
Manchester EF! 

Paul Williamson 
c/o 2 Hall Ave 
Rusholme, Manchester 
M14 5HN UK 
Merseyside EFI/Green 
Anarchist/ Rich Morris 
c/o Green Group 
POBox 187, 160 Mt 
Pleasant 

Liverpool, L69 7BR UK 
Mid Somerset EF! 

POBox 23, 5 High St. 
Glastonbury, Somerset 
Oxford EF!/Kate Geary 
IB Walton Well Road 
Oxford OX2 6ED 
Tel: 0865-59593 
South Downs EF! 
c/o Prior House, 6 ( 

Tilbury P1 

Brighton/East Sussex BN2 
2GY 

Cambridge EFI 
Des Keane 
605 Kings College 
Cambridge CB2 1ST 
Scotland 
Scottish Tree Trust 
30 F.dgemont St. 

Glasgow G41 3EL 


Two Rivers EF! 

POB 85 

Sharon, VT 05065 

Virginia 

Virginia/DC EF! 

Robert F. Mueller 
Rt. 1, Box 250 
Staunton, VA 22401 
(703) 885-6983 
Appalachian EF! 
Appalachian Econnection 
Ernie Reed 
POB 309 

Nellysford, VA 22958 
(804) .361-9036 
Virginia Highlands, EF! * 
c/o Brenda Vest 
POB 40 

Goshen, VA 24439 

Washington 

Shuskan F.F! 

Tony Van Gessel 
POB 773 

Bellingham, WA 98227 
Seattle EF! 

Earth First! Bulletin 
POB 60164 
Seattle, WA 98160 


(206) 521-3691 
Olympic Peninsula EF! 

The Dancing Nudi Branches 
POB 1813 

Port Townsend, WA 98368 
Cheetwood EF! 

POB 10147 
Olympia, WA 98502 
Okanogan Highlands EF! 
POB 361 

Republic, WA 99166 

West Virginia 

National Sacrifice Zone 
Vince Packard 
POB 65 

Myra, WV 25544 

Wisconsin 

Midwest Headwaters EFI 

News 

Madison EF! 

Bob Kaspar 
POB 14691 
Madison, WI 53714 
(608) 241-9426 
H. Bruse 
235 Travis Drive 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 
(715) 423-5636 
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THREE DOLLARS 


US Forest Service Deploys Special 
Forces in Idaho Logging Protests 


Quarter Million 
Dollar Campaign 
Uses Intimidation, 
Misinformation 
Against Activists 

by Randal Restless & Don Smith 

The summer of 1992 has not 
been a typical one for many residents 
in central Idaho. Thanks to Earth First!, 
what probably would have been a 
typical roadbuilding project turned 
into controversy and conflict, a clash 
of wills and passion over public lands 
policy. 

Earth First! carried out a cam- 
paign of direct action to oppose two 
massive timber sales on Idaho's Nez 
Perce National Forest. The area targeted 
for devastation is in central Idaho and 
is part of the largest virgin forest re- 
maining in the lower 48 states. Often 
referred to as the Central Idaho Wil- 
derness Complex, the targeted areas lie 
adjacent to the River of No Return, the 
largest designated wilderness in the 
continental US, and Gospel Hump 
Wilderness. A short distance to the 
northeast lies the Selway-Bitterroot 
Wilderness. The RARE II areas to be 
logged are Jersey Jack (or Cove) and 
Mallard, totalling 140,000 acres. These 
mostly lodgepole pine forests are home 
for critically endangered mammals, 
including wolf, pine marten, wolverine, 
fisher, cougar, bighorn sheep, and 
mountain goat. Other species include 
Chinook salmon, steelhead and cut- 
throat trout, the boreal owl, and at 
least half a dozen rare plants. 

In early summer, reconnais- 
sance and overflights were used to gain 
needed information and to develop 
strategy for the campaign. A caravan 
of activists then set out for the area, 
arriving July 12. Accompanied by the 
Ancient Forest Bus Brigade (which gen- 
erously fed everyone), a base camp was 
established near Red River Hot Springs. 
More reconnaissance followed, along 
with day hikes into the roadless areas. 
Earth Firstlers made contact with the 
Red River District of the Forest Service 
and, after several meetings, established 
a good, albeit short-lived, rapport with 
Forest Service biologists and botanists. 

A productive dialogue soon 
degraded into a standoff when District 
Ranger Ed "Dead" Wood stepped into 
the discussions. Like any good bureau- 
crat of a top heavy government agency, 
Wood took control. Through deception 
and misinformation, he set the context 
for future interactions. 

Regarding the presence of 
wolves in the area, Ed assured us that 
roadbuilding crews would survey for 
possible den sites as they build roads. 

continued on page 8 



Royal Canadien Mounted Police remove 14 year old protester from 
Arm Bridge near Tofino, British Cloumbia 


Victory at Albion! 

Northcoast Conservationists Stop Logging On Albion River 


After eight weeks of continu- 
ous protests, including tree-sits, logging 
blockades and other actions involving 
civil disobedience, Earth First! and other 
local activists in Northern California 
have succeeded in stopping Louisiana- 
Pacific'S logging on eight timber harvest 
plans. L-P was virtually shut down in 
the Albion River watershed on the 
northcoast of California. And although 
this victory is probably temporary (L-P 
is appealing the court ordered shut- 
down), it shows the power of commu- 
nity based direct action. 

The "Albion Nation Uprising" 
has been phenomenal for its spirit, 
creativity and non-violence. We have 
put up and maintained eleven tree-sits 
including Dark Moon who stayed up 
for record setting 31 days! Organizers 
managed to resupply them and even 
switch sitters under the nose of L-P's 
24-hour security guards. We have also 
held regular occupations of L-P land, 
with the Albion navy coming up the 
river in canoes and rowboats while 


other community members hiked 
down to join them from the homestead 
lands that surround the L-P logging 
site. 

Neighbors have confronted 
neighbors in the woods, calling them 
by name and asking them to stop cut- 
ting the trees. Local teenagers, born 
and raised in the area, blockaded heavy 
equipment that was being brought in 
to destroy the land they grew up in and 
loved. 

In an action dubbed the Albion 
Vehicle Abatement Program, innu- 
merable junk cars, trucks, and even a 
travel trailer have shown up abandoned 
in front of L-P logging gates to block 
the road. In another action, while L-P 
security stood on a log truck to video 
the crowd, a demonstrator slipped 
underneath the truck and locked 
himself to the axle, waylaying the truck 
and six others behind it. A new tactic 
introduced in Albion is spider-web- 
bing, in which brightly colored yam is 
continued on page five 


This Issue: 

Ned Ludd Returns! 

See Page 30 



Report From British Columbia: 

Logging Blockade 
at Arm Bridge in 
Clayoquot Sound 


Ed. note: Clayoquot Sound is an area of 
unparalleled but fast disappearing old 
growth on Vancouver Island. 

It's been an active summer here 
in Clayoquot Sound! Back at last year's 
Wilderness Gathering we saw the for- 
mation of TRAC, the Temperate 
Rainforest Action Coalition. Over the 
winter TRAC began planning for 
Raimforest Summer '92 

Pre-summer events included 
the Walk for the Rainforest (from the 
Walbran Valley to Victoria) in Febru- 
ary, and a workshop for non-violent 
direct action trainers in March. The 
New Democratic Party (NDP) govern- 
ment tried to avoid confrontations on 
the logging roads by deferring several 
'contentious areas', but activists im- 
mediately realized the Tog around' an- 
nouncements had very little real sub- 
stance. 


Plus they overlooked 
Clayoquot Sound entirely, due to the 
prior existence of the Clayoquot Sound 
Sustainable Destruction Strategy Steer- 
ing Committee (CSSDSSC). The envi- 
ronment representative walked from 
the table in May 1991, because he felt 
the government had "no real commit- 
ment to conservation or sustainable 
development". The final draft of their 
Strategy has just been released for public 
comment. 

Announcements had been 
made that "Rainforest Summer" would 
begin in Clayoquot Sound with a rally 
continued on page 36 
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Traditional Family Values, 
Anyone? 


On all sides of the national debate 
during this presidential season resounds 
the cry of "People First!." This election 
is all about economics, we're told. Both 
parties refuse to mention the rising 
rate of species extenction. Not surpris- 
ingly, this ignores the source of all 
wealth: the natural world. 

Yet, a growing number of 
people are well aware that it is not 
enough to discuss environment issues; 
that the crisis confronting life on earth 
is much more urgent than we're lead to 
believe. You and I know that the loss of 
species, through the destruction of their 
natural habitats, is the single greatest 
threat to human survival. And we know 
that if we are to continue to evolve as 
a species we must drastically curtail our 
run-away industrial society! More im- 
portantly than human survival, it is 
imperative that we confront the loss of 
nature and radically reorientate our 
values, if life on this planet is to survive 
the next century! 

I assume that all of this is obvi- 
ous to most of you. That's why you 
read this newspaper. As simple and 
basic as this message is, you're not 
likely to read it in any other newspaper 
or magazine, or hear it on TV or radio. 
Unless, of course, the message is com- 
ing from an activist in front of a court 
house or high in an old growth douglas 
fir. 

More and more, it is the 
grassroots activists, not the profession- 
als or scientists, who are speaking for 
and defining the deep ecology move- 
ment. The message from the Wash- 
ington DC mega-groups is mute, pas- 
sive, even content with the status quo. 
They seem as worried about their jobs 
as the old growth loggers are. Look to 
the grassroots and you'll find the heart 
and soul of today's ecology movement. 

My decision to accept the posi- 
tion of editor of the Earth First! Journal, 
when offered to me last March, was an 
easy one. No other periodical has done 
as much to shape the debate on 
wilderness and biodiversity as 
the Journal. For over thirteen 
years this paper has been in the 
forefront of the struggle to de- 
fend wilderness. It has served 
as a voice for the deep ecology 
movement, its activists, its phi- 
losophers, and its artists and 
poets. As the new editor, I 
believe the Journal will con- 
tinue in this tradition. 

The Earth First! Journal 
began as a small newsletter, first 
in Seattle, then in Breckinridge, 
Colorado. Edited by Susan 
Morgan, It moved to Salt Lake 
City, Utah, where Pete Dustred 
took over in 1980. Then Bart 
Koehler and Dave Foremen 
became co-editors and the pa- 
per moved to Ely, Nevada. In 
1982, the Journal moved to 
Chico, California, and then to 


Tucson, Arizona, where John Davis 
became editor, until his resignation in 
1990. Journal was then moved here 
to Missoula. 

Since moving to Missoula, 
Montana, the Earth First! Journal has not 
had an editor. Editorial decisions were 
made by a rotating collective of six or 
so people. While this arrangement 
addressed some of the old problems, it 
unintentionally created a new set of 
problems. 

Having a staff who rotate every 
six weeks puts the responsibility for 
long term decision making into the 
hands of people around but a few 
months. This sacrificed continuity.and 
familiarity with operations necessary 
to function collectively. Handling 
subscriptions and merchandise, and 
computer input and layout, required 
too much training for just a rotating of 
staff. The result, although non-hierar- 
chical, was something short of a func- 
tioning collective. Hence, the need for 
re-organizing the Journal. 

To be sure, the staff here in 
Missoula has done an excellent job. 
Since moving here two years ago, we 
have seen subscription levels, which 
were stagnant for a few years, slowly 
increase. There are more active Earth 
First! groups around the country and 
around the world then ever before. 
And this paper has never been late or 
missed a deadline. And, remarkably, it 
has continued to operate in the black 
at a time when most environmental 
publications have lost money. This is 
due to a talented and dedicated staff, 
an extensive network of contributors, 
and a loyal and inquiring readership. 
All this makes my job as editor a chal- 
lenge, though an enjoyable one. 

Not everyone believes our 
nation's priority is "People First!" Not 
everyone shares Pat Buchannan's ha- 
tred of, or A1 Gore's calculated indiffer- 
ence to; spotted owls, furbish lous- 
eworts, and klamath short nosed suck- 


ers. Many do believe in putting the 
health of the earth's tragically endan- 
gered ecosystem before human needs. 
Many of you have already heeded the 
urgent call to action! We put out this 
newspaper for you, Earth Firstiers, 
subscribers and readers. I know we will 
all work together to build a movement 
strong enough to drown out those 
People Firsters with the battle cry of the 
new paradigm: Earth First! After all, 
the earth can do without us, but we 
can't do without it. 

You see, we Earth Firstiers als6 
/ possess traditional family values, only 
, our family includes the wolf, the griz- 
V '"zly bear and even the snail^larter. ’And 
yes, we do believe the ^earth ls our 
mother. 

This Issue 

This issue, Dear Ned Ludd is 
back by popular demand. If you have 
any submissions, questions or com- 
ments, send them in marked "Dear Ned 
Ludd" and we will run it in a future 
issue. We hope this will rekindle a 
thoughtful debate in this paper about 
stratagy and tactics in defense of wil- 
derness and biodiversity. Of course 
this does not mean that we suggest 
that you do any of the things described 
herein, unless you have your parents 
permission, as ol 1 Cactus Ed would say. 

We are now bootlegging cop- 
ies of Ecodefense. This is because we 
hate to see the FBI get away with 
surpressing it. Eventually we want to 
come out with an expanded, updated 
edition. So keep those cards and letters 
coming. 

As we were laying out this lat- 
est issue, we got evicted from our cozy 
Missoula office. We have located a 
new space and will be moving in as you 
recieve this. 

Live wild or die! 

Mike Roselle 
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Earth First! Journal is pub- 
lished by a collective of voices within the 
Earth First! movement. Entire contents are 
copyrighted 1992, but we are pleased to 
allow reprinting if credit is given, except for 
those articles specifically copyrighted by 
the author. Art, photographs, and poetry 
are copyrighted by the individual artists 
and permission for use must be received 
from them. 

Earth First! Journal is a forum for the no- 
compromise environmental movement. 
Responsibility rests with the individual 
authors and correspondents. The contents 
do not necessarily represent the viewpoint 
4> f this newspaper, the Earth First! move- 
ment, local Earth First! groups or individual 
Earth Firstiers. 

Submissions are welcomed and should 
be typed or clearly printed. Send a SASE if 
you would like them returned. We encour- 
age submissions on Macintosh disks or via 
EcoNet (send to "earthfirst"). We appreci- 
ate a cover letter with any pertinent infor- 
mation, including a telephone number 
where we may contact you if we have 
questions. Art or photographs (negatives 
are best, prints are good, slides are fair) are 
desirable to illustrate articles and essays. 
They will be returned if requested. Please 
include explicit permission to reprint slides. 

All submissions are edited for length 
and clarity. If an article is significantly 
edited, we will make a reasonable effort to 
contact the author prior to publication. 

ISSN 1055-8411. Earth First! Journal is 
indexed in the Alternative Press Index. 

All inquiries regarding subscriptions, 
merchandise orders, donations, letters to 
the editor, articles, photos, etc. should be 
directed to: 

Earth First! Journal 
P.O. Box 5176 
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Johnson, Greg Pentkowski, Canyon Frog 

Cover art: Claus Sievert 

SCHEDULE 

Earth First! Journal is published 8 times a 
year on the solstices, equinoxes, and cross- 
quarter days: November 1, December 21 or 
22 (Winter Solstice), February 2, March 21 
or 22 (Vernal Equinox), May 1, June 21 or 
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subscriptions in the U.S. via third class mail 
are $25. First class delivery is available for 
$35. Outside the USA, surface delivery is 
$30 and airmail delivery is $45. 

The deadline for the next issue is Octoberl2. 




Abbey Lives! 

In Grateful Memory of Edward Abbey, 1927-1989 


By Bob Lippman 


WARNING! The reading of Edward Abbey’s writ- 
ings may incite a compelling case of personal re- 
evaluation and call to action. Those who take him 
seriously may be shot; Those who do not will be 
buried by a Mitsubishi bulldozer. 


"The wind will not stop. Gusts of sand swirl before 
me, stinging my face. But there is still too much to see and 
marvel at, the world very much alive in the bright light 
and wind, exultant with the fever of spring, the delight of 
morning.... The desert suggests always the promise of 
something unforeseeable, unknown but desirable, wait- 
ing around the turn in the canyon wall, over the next ridge 
of mesa, somewhere, over the wrinkled hills. 

"The industrialization, urbanization and militatization 
of the American West continues: More dams are pro- 
posed, more coal-burning and nuclear power plants, more 
uranium mines, more river diversion projects, the strip- 
mining of mountains, the clear-cutting of forests, the 
misuse of water and the abuse of land. All for the sake of 
short-term profits; all to keep the industrial-military 
empire going and growing until it finally reaches a point 
where it must self-destruct. 

"The bedrock of truth lies somewhere in the gritty 
wildland of paradox. " 

December, 1989. A hopeful end to a tragic 
decade? The Harmonic Convergence? I watch as 
distant lightning silhouettes Castle Dome, and dark 
clouds loom over the Cabeza Prieta. The promise of 
rain: unrequited, unfulfilled. Global warming? The 
Great Purification? Some speculate that the present 
cycle of drought in the Southwest could unfold on a 
scale akin to the Great Drought of the late-13th 
century, despite Manifest Destiny and the "taming" 
of the Colorado River. Nature's response is generally 



attributed as the final 
catalyst for the break- 
up of urban, agricultur- 
ally-based communities 
in the Four Comers re- 
gion. I visualize the un- 
heeded warnings of the 
priests, the clowns and 
fools, mocked by those 
so importantly and ar- 
rogantly engrossed in 
acquiring things, power 
and control. 

Full cycle again: 
reckoning. Nature 
moves and changes, the 
rains do not come, 
people are lost in self- 
ish, petty, materialistic 
pursuits. Signs portend 
of ecological catastro- 
phes and social break- 
downs. The soothsayers and "fools" read the future 
on the wind. There is the appearance of coyote — the 
fool, trickster, mudhead, Kokopelli — the curmudg- 
eon who unmasks our individual and collective 
follies and petty, destructive pursuits, calling us 
musically back to the beauty of the land, the desert, 
the great web of life, the mother that sustains life. 

At Edward Abbey's memorial service — 
Beltaine, 1989 — in Ed's beloved slickrock country, a 
generation symbolically gathered in recognition of 
and gratitude for the righteousness, import and 
influence of Abbey's life, art and message. A gather- 
ing in the desert; the wilderness that the storyteller 
evoked in us through his words and tales: the real 
world of sand and juniper, sun and wind, cliffrose 
and bayonet, snow and rain, bedrock and paradox; 
of strong and courageous men and women grasping 


for truth; of righteous 
rage unleashed against 
blind "progress," au- 
thoritarian absurdity 
and corruption, the ero- 
sion of America's proud 
heritage of civil liberties, 
myopic and destructive 
humanism, hypocrisy 
and moral failure, and 
the mindless ravaging 
and polluting of land, 
habitat, air and water; 
of the senseless damn- 
ing and destruction of 
the Colorado River and 
its sublime, mystical 
canyons; of the cancer- 
ous theologies of growth 
and industrialism; of joy 
and survival, love, life 

and death. 

Set in Utah's canyonlands, the writer's Desert 
Solitaire remains a passionate clarion call of joyous 
rage: the wonder and enchantment evoked by the 
desert, and the rage suffered at its destruction through 
the advance of "civilization." 

WILDERNESS. "The word itself is music!" 
sings Abbey. Wilderness for its own sake; wilderness 
"suggesting the past and the unknown, the womb of 
the Earth from which all life emerged, something 
buried in our blood and nerves, the only home we 
really have, the only paradise we ever need — if only 
we had the eyes to see." Wilderness for biological 
diversity: The web of life "depends first and foremost 
upon the preservation of a livable Earth." Wilder- 
ness as refuge: a haven from political oppression and 

continued next page 


"Sward Abbey buJT TV>rmu. 


•>Mo£ inn 



Dear Shit for Brains: 

You sure deserve your name. Moles 
are already endangered, you don't need 
to help the Freddies kill us off. 

Every time you publish a photo of 
a leaked internal memo like that on 
page 16 of Lughnasadh you help the 
Freddies eliminate us moles. The 
Freddies have learned to code the 
memos that we leak. It's simple: an 
extra space at the end of five sentences 
provides 32 codes. Or they can change 
the typeface of a few select letters. 
Whenever you print a leaked memo 
the Freddies only have to check to see 
which of the recipients was the mole. 

Never release a copy of a document 
obtained from a mole. 

Also never release details unless 
specifically necessary. Numbers in 
tables can easily be changed in minor 
ways (they will say they were typos in 
early drafts) so you can get a mole 
offed by revealing seemingly minor 
details. Beware whenever a "friendly" 
Freddie asks you to read off numbers so 
they can "check to see if you have an 
authentic document or the final draft." 
They can't change the basic idea of the 
memo, only the details. Only the basic 


thrust matters 
anyway so give 
out only the in- 
formation that 
needs to be 
given out and 
on a "need to 
know" basis, 
Keep up the 
good work, but 
protect your 
friendly moles. 
Signed: X 
Subterranean 
Mountain 
Mole. Any message can be placed in 
your column, it is always read by us 
Moles. 

Dear Shit for Brains: 

Oh, woe! Now that Bill Clinton has 
been identified as radically anti-busi- 
ness, Hillary Clinton as radically anti- 
family, and the National Wildlife Fed- 
eration as radical eco-terrorists, what 
shall Earth First! ers now be called? It's 
another example of mainstreamer's co- 
opting a great idea, making "radical" 
something "normal." How about a 
slogan contest for the journal ? May I 
suggest the "The Post-Radical Neo-Fa- 
natical Journal"? 

Truly yours, 

Mike Stabler 

Dear Friends: 

I know it would be ridiculously 
cumbersome to place a disclaimer at 
the top of every article in Earth First! 
explaining that the opinions are those 
of the writer, or that this is a humorous 
piece so don't take it too seriously, e.g. 
"A Hunting We Will Go." We readers 
have to do some of the thinking for 


ourselves. 

However, some parodies are so 
subtle that they might be accepted as 
real. Like "Settlement With Nature" by 
George French ( Beltane 1992). It's a 
brilliant parody of Murray Bookchin's 
writings, and, although the writer in- 
cludes enough clues to alert perceptive 
readers, I fear most will take it at face 
value. More to her or his credit as a 
satirist. 

I think we should stop making fun 
of Mr. Bookchin's mythopoetic visions 
and his continued promotion of mys- 
tical, cornucopian ecology. We can 
respect him as fellow environmentalist 
while disagreeing with fanciful ideas 
such as infinite resources on a finite 
planet. Each of us does what we can in 
whatever way we feel is right. It's going 
to take all of us working in all ways to 
make a difference. 

For Gaia, 

Les U. Knight 

Dear SFB: 

I wanted to comment on the 
rhetoric going back and forth between 
the pro-hunting and the anti-hunting 
folks. Animal Rights is not necessarily 
compatible with the Earth First! 
Movement, and here's why. Earth 
Firstiers basically consider the natural 
order to be sacrosanct, andthatNature's 
way is the best way, while a great deal 
of Animal Rights material only believes 
that to a limited degree. In Animal 
Liberation, Peter Singer talks about the 
concept of the elimination of predators 
so that the "prey" might live without 
being preyed upon. Mr. Singer was not 
really in favor of this, but he did 
comment that some were. I cannot 
accept much of the Animal Rights 


platform, though I am a card-carrying 
member of PETA, because I object to 
anything which thwarts natural selec- 
tion or the predatory system. Without 
predation and hardship there is no 
longer any impetus to propel the evo- 
lution of the species. It requires pres- 
sure and threat to bring about evolu- 
tion, and if there is no pressure to 
necessitate change then evolution suf- 
fers. 

All species will always be under 
some form of pressure and threat, and 
it is the form that pressure takes that 
directs exactly how evolutionary 
change will occur. As humans become 
more dependent on technological so- 
lutions, the more our bodies will atro- 
phy over the generations, and we will 
"devolve" physically unless we main- 
tain pressureon the human body which 
compels it to maintain itself and evolve 
physically. The less we expose ourselves 
to disease, the more vulnerable our 
immune systems become. Through 
our technology and cultural standards 
we are destroying the gene pool of 
humanity as well as many other species. 
So long as trophy hunters go after the 
biggest and best within the species, the 
gene pool will become weaker. Nature's 
way is for the predator to take the 
weak, aged, and sick. Our way is to 
preserve the weak, aged, and sick 
(amongst ourselves) and to go after the 
exceptional members of other species 
for trophies. This is all wrong, and is an 
inversion of the natural order. So long 
as Animal Rights activists and Human 
Worshippers defy natural selection, the 
entire evolution of this planet is in 
jeopardy. But for the record, I must 
state that I commend all Animal Rights 
continued on page 35 
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Abbey Lives! 

continued from page 3 


the "excessive urbanization, industri- 
alization and militarization of our 
lands... to function as a base for guer- 
rilla warfare against tyranny...." 

Wilderness and human free- 
dom. Extremist? Wild preservation- 
ist? Eco-fascist? Abbey's voice howl- 
ing strident from the wilderness did 
successfully link the factioned civil 
rights, labor, peace and environmental 
movements — not an insignificant 
feat — by clearly illustrating that the 
domination of nature leads to the 
domination of human beings, both 
collectively and individually. 

Abbey constantly reminded us, 
in the words of his eulogist, Barry Lopez, 
that "the news is heavy; that there are 
beasts loose that make the long walks, 
Auschwitz, Hiroshima, Bhopal and 
Chernobyl pale in comparison." Re- 
garding the author's sincerety and in- 
tegrity, Lopez noted that "Ed Abbey 
had a great capacity for outrage; He 
didn't mince words or equivocate. He 
was Death's trenchant witness; not its 
complacent voyeur." 

As an artist, Abbey maintained 


that without social responsibility, a 
writer's (or country's) literature is 
bankrupt, and,' borrowing 
Solzhenitsyn's analogy, "is no more 
important than the barking of village 
dogs at night." Yet Abbey courted a 
further dimension, adding that one 
brave deed is worth a thousand books; 
that sentiment without action is the 
ruin of the soul." 

In this caring regard, Edward 
Abbey was truly generous and empow- 
ering. Wallace Stegner described the 
author as "a thorn in the collective side 
of the despoilers of wilderness, human 
freedom and dignity; a gadfly with a 
stinger like a scorpion, a defender of 
the land, radical preservationist, 
staunch opponent of boomer develop- 
ers and hustlers who infest our nation 
in seemingly endless numbers." Ab- 
bey was thus a patriot in the truest 
sense, in that he loved and defended 
his country — equating country with 
land, as opposed to government — and 
strongly urged its passionate defense. 
David Foreman proclaims that Abbey's 
books have indeed launched thousands 
of brave deeds. The radical center's 
sympathy towards "ecotage" as a le- 
gitimate, last-resort, earth-saving tac- 
tic is largely attributed to Abbey's 1975 
novel, The Monkey Wrench Gang ("This 
book. . .began just one year from today. ") 
Abbey's bulldozer-burning, tree-spik- 
ing, dam-busting gang has been post- 
humously resurrected in the author's 
last (?) word, Hay duke Lives! ("George 


Washington Hayduke, Vietnam, Spe- 
cial Forces, had a grudge. After two 
years in the jungle delivering 
Montagnard babies and dodging 
helicopters. . .and another year as a pris- 
oner of the Vietcong, he returned to 
the America Southwest he had been 
remembering only to find it no lomger 
what he rememberd, no longer the 
clear and classical desert, the pellucid 
sky he roamed in dreams. Someone or 
something was changing things.") 

Yes, the news is heavy; but are 
we to despair? Abbey once described 
his own writings as an "antidote to 
despair." So although a great reckon- 
ing is at hand, Abbey knew that Coyote 
Clan would rise for the occasion, so 
long as there is joy — joy in the experi- 
ence and comradeship of wilderness; 
for "where there is no joy, there can be 
no courage; and without courage, all 
other virtues are useless." Sentiment 
without action? Hardly. "Despair," 
proclaimed Abbey, "can be modulated 
into a comfortable melancholia, and 
from there, to defiance, delight, and a 
roaring affirmation of self-existence, 
even at times into a quiet and blessedly 
self-forgetful peace, a modest joy, a joy 
that gives life and meaning and ur- 
gency to all the rest." 

Believing that the "morose and 
fearful are doomed to quick extinc- 
tion," Abbey further exhorts that we 
"climb the mountains, hike the can- 
yons, run the rivers, enjoy and appreci- 
ate the land, encounter the griz, breathe, 
deep of that yet sweet and lucid air, sit 
quietly and contemplate the precious 
stillness, praise the devine beauty of 
the natural world, and share in the joy 
of wilderness, friendship, love and the 
common effort to save what's left.” In 
this way we will achieve at least one 
sweet victory over our enemies, over 
those deskbound people with their 
hearts in safe deposit boxes and their 
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eyes hypnotized by calculators: "We 
will outlive the bastards and piss on 
their graves!" 

Meanwhile, what to do politi- 
cally? "The same as always," instructs 
Abbey. "Oppose the industrialization, 
urbanization and militarization of the 
American West by alien forces in Hous- 
ton, Tokyo, Manhatten, Washington, 
D.C. and the Pentagon; and if opposi- 
tion isn't enough, resist; and if resis- 
tance isn't enough, and where neces- 
sary and when other means fail, sub- 
vert." An eclectic Abbey urged us to try 
everything, to work on all fronts. As 
futile as the political process may seem, 
we should not give up on democracy, 
"as we need to keep in practice for the 
real thing someday." Exert political 
pressure, disseminate propaganda, or- 
ganize mass protests, and exercise civil 
disobedience — the deliberate breaking 
of laws for the sake of a higher cause. 
And when political protest and civil 
disobedience fail, "take up the monkey 
wrench — direct, illegal, nightime resis- 
tance." Several cardinal rules are en- 
couraged: "Never endanger human or 
animal life; act only with moral re- 
sponsibility; and finally, don't get 
caught!" 

Abbey reminds us that our op- 
ponents — savage mutant clones of the 
global, military-industrial octopus — are 
certainly willing to exterminate life, 
clear cut forests, pollute rivers, lakes 
and oceans, risk our health and safety, 
and sacrifice million of lives (i.e., who 
are the real "extremists? The real "ter- 
rorists"?). Regardless, Abbey demands 
that we practice the first anarchist 
principle: respecting that all life is 
sacred. And for the source of our moral 
strength, Abbey again points us back to 
the wilderness. Responding to friends 
who returned "transformed" from a 
trip into the canyonlands of the 13th 
century Anasazi, and who claimed they 
now "understood how these people 
got religion," Abbey stated, "You don't 
understand, That land, those moun- 
tains, those canyons and rivers. You 
don't get religion from them; they are 
religion!" 

The news will always be heavy, 
warns Lopez; but Edward Abbey, 20th 
century harbinger, will "always remind 
us to speak clearly, to assault venality, 
duplicity and cowardice; for each of us 
in our own humble and uncertain and 
uncomplicated ways to do what we can 
to bring light and to view a world larger 
than our own, and to throttle the beast! " 

At our last parting in Decem- 
ber, 1988, at that famous crossroads 
vortex of San Francisco and Aspen, in 
Flagstaff, Ed called after me: "Cheer 
up! Things could be worse! They will 
be!" Antidote to Despair? The Cheshire 
Cat has now disappeared but his great 
and powerful and joyous grin remains; 
his galvanizing expression and gift of 
Earthiest vision, of courage, of com- 
mitted action, and of freedom Resist 
much; obey little. Joy and courage, 
shipmates. 

Bob Lippman is a writer and environmen- 
tal attorney living in Flagstaff, Arizona. 
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Albion 

contiued from page one 

densely woven in and out of the trees 

to block roads and logging sites. 

The Albion Uprising action has 
cut across traditional divisions in the 
environmental movement. We have 
had Native American and lesbian tree- 
sitters, and women's civil disobedi- 
ence. Two L-P millworkers spoke at 
one of our rallies denouncing the 
company's lies that environmentalists 
are to blame for all their mill closures. 
Another worker at the Ukiah L-P mill 
wore an Earth First! shirt to work (and 
got away with it!) in solidarity with our 
actions. A long-time logger helped rig 
one of the tree-sits, and another fifth 
generation logger whose uncle was the 
contract logger for the Albion cut for L- 
P has publicly j oined our protest against 
the corporation. 

In the face of overwhelming 
community opposition, L-P has turned 
to the courts to try and bully us into 
submission. They have gotten a re- 
straining order and an injunction 
against our protests, and have filed a 
SLAPP suit against us. At one peaceful 
demonstration, an L-P security man 
suddenly began pointing out "leaders" 
on our side. Police lunged into the 
crowd at L-P's orders and summarily 
hauled four of us over the L-P property 
line, including disabled EF! activist Judi 
Bari. The other demonstrators sat down 
in the road and blockaded the police 
from taking the four to jail. 

There have been 92 arrests in 
the course of this campaign, but the 
most serious legal assault that L-P has 
subjected us to is their SLAPP suit 
(Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Par- 
ticipation). (See June 21, '92 EF! Journal) 
These suits are increasingly being used 
by earth-raping corporations to stop 
people from exercising their right to 


Victory 

L-P is suing three groups (including 
Earth First!) and 115 individuals, seek- 
ing damages for the supposed "irrepa- 
rable harm" our protests are causing 
this huge multi-national corporation. 
And suddenly people who merely tres- 
passed or in some cases just came to a 
rally have found their homes and 
livelihoods at stake. 

We certainly intend to fight 
this outrageous lawsuit, and we expect 
to win. L-P has taken both the trees 
and jobs in our area, and left our 
county's ecology and economy in ru- 
ins. We don't think there is a jury in 
the county that would let them take 
our houses too. Part of L-P's strategy in 
taking us to court is to break us finan- 
cially so that (they hope) we will not be 
able to keep up the fight. 

But most important is the trees. 
The redwood ecosystem is dying from 
the south due to liquidation logging, 
and the Albion River is one of the last 
relatively intact watersheds in 
Mendocino County. It is a tidal estuary 
where fresh and salt water mix to form 
critical spawning grounds for many 
marine species. 

In response to our Albion Ac- 
tions, L-P Western Division chief Joe 
Wheeler (who was fired by Harry Merlo 
for this statement) admitted that in the 
few short years they have been there, L- 
P has already cut a shocking 90% of 
their trees in this county. That's not 
90% of the old growth. That's 90% of 
the trees. These last remnants of ma- 
ture second growth and residual old 
growth hold the genetic code for any 
hope of eventual recovery for this once 
magnificent forest ecosystem. 

-from Ecotopia Earth First! 

For more information, contact Ecotopia 
Earth First!, 106 W. Standley, Ukiah, 



In-migration or immigration; out-migration or emigration, call it what 
you will, the only difference is in the direction. People moving in 
someplace always move out of someplace else. 

Within the borders of freer countries like the United States, 
migration is determined mainly by economics and personal prefer- 
ence. 

But, between countries, restrictions on migration are plentiful 
and often capricious. Enforcement is always at gunpoint. 

It has been suggested that increasing these restrictions will 
reduce population growth, and will therefore benefit our environment. 
However, looking at Earth from a broader perspective, say from space, 
reveals that all those lines arbitrarily dotted across the planet do not 
help the biosphere as a whole. 

If one of the methods we choose for improving our environ- 
ment is to draw lines on the ground and dare people to step over them, 
we should be drawing them around wilderness preserves, as many 
African nations are doing. Restrictions on in-migration are needed in 
the remaining vestiges of Nature, in the fragile ecosystems which can’t 
absorb more human impact. 

Urban and suburban growth boundaries also help reduce 
encroachment into less-spoiled areas. Cities will get more crowded 
until birth rates drop, but perhaps birth rates will drop as cities get more 
crowded, and as people give up the fantasy of “someday moving out 
to the country.” 

The idea of restricting our own migration within our borders 
may not have the appeal that restricting in-migration by foreigners has, 
but, for Earth's sake, I think that’s the direction we should be migrating 
in. 

Naturally, the best in-migration control is birth control. May we 
live long and die OUT. 


reprinted from These Exit Times 



Activists block road to prevent Louisiana-Pacific from logging old growth redwoods in the Albion Rivershed 
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Call it woo-woo or whatever, 
but there's something about that 
mountain. Something that awakens 
your animal being, gives it natural con- 
text and meaning, and lets it flow. 
Wherever it may. 

Things happen up there. In- 
tensely, powerfully. Usually. Not nec- 
essarily things you can expect, plan, or 
control. But they happen. Maybe it is 
partly preconception. Maybe partly the 
grandeur of the place. Or the 9000 foot 
high. I don't know. I don't know if I 
care. But things happen. 

About 20 Earth-centered types 
recently gathered for a few days on 
southeast Arizona's "Mount Graham" 
(named, as usual, for some greedy jerk). 
We came to hold a Council of All Be- 
ings, start planning next year's RRR, 
and generally hang out together in 
Nature. 

The Pinaleno Mountains — of 
which the largest mass of is called Mt. 
Graham — are 
vast, rugged, 
and mostly wild. 

In a northwest- 
southeast orien- 
tation they 
stretch for 
nearly 40 miles 
and average 
about 10 miles wide. 



SMOKEY— 


ON THE MOUNTAIN 


Herein lie the highest eleva- 
tions in southern Arizona, with probably 50 square 
miles over 7000', the highest peak reaching 10,720'. 
This massive "sky island" rises from an ocean of 
rancher-abused desert-grassland several thousand 
feet below. (The vertical distance between the nearby 
Gila River, at 2,900', and the mountaintop amounts 
to 7,820', the greatest relief in Arizona.) Incredible 
rocky canyons drop away precipitously an all sides — 
scores of them, some not walked by humans for years 
at a time. Much of the high country is steep, densely 
forested, and likewise seldom visited. 

The Penalenos are a unique and fantastic 
diversity of natural existence. They represent the 
southernmost point of the Colorado Plateau and the 
northernmost point of the Mexican Plateau. Their 
higher elevations have been biologically isolated for 
11,000 years, since the retreat of the Pleistocene 
glaciers of the last ice age. Here are the southernmost 
glacial features in the US and the southernmost 
spruce-fir forest in North America. 

These mountains support 14 perennial 
streams and 3 rare high-altitude "cienegas" — wet 
meadows with lush bog-like vegetation. They are 
home to the Southwest's densest black bear popula- 
tion and one of the healthiest mountain lion popu- 
lations. Some species in this solitary alpine realm 
live nowhere else on Earth, including 1 mammal (the 
infamous Mt. Graham red squirrel), 2 snails, 10 
insects, and 8 plants (and probably others not yet 
scientifically identified). Some of these and many 
other species are rare and/or legally protected, for 
example, the white-bellied vole, Sonora mountain 
kingsnake, and Apache trout. 

Mt. Graham is also the most dramatic transi- 
tion from desert to "arctic" conifer forest in Arizona. 
A several-hour climb can take you from hot, parched 
creosote flats through zones of high desert, brush- 
land, and woodland to chilly, damp forests of spruce, 
fir, and aspen. You can ascend 5000' elevation in 5 
miles of walking. 

But location and elevation difference are 
only two of many influences determining the diverse 
character of these mountains. During the recent 
gathering several of us took a stroll. First, in cool 
semi-darkness we meandered atop a thick organic 
carpet among magnificent 6' diameter Doug firs. We 
passed a sylvan meadow filled with ferns and grasses 
and scattered with huge old aspens. Traversing a 
long, south-facing ridgetop, we encountered a sun- 
baked, rocky world of stunted conifers, thin, crack- 
ling-dry duff, and indescribable, warm, piney fra- 
grances. Dropping into an open meadow, we were 
suddenly immersed in a leafy sea of green spread 
with colorful flowers and buzzing with insects. We 
followed alongside the meadow's creek, picked our 
way over a talus slope, and boulder- hopped the creek 
until its canyon fell away in massive brushy cliffs to 
what seemed like the edge of the world. All this in 
about a mile, with little elevation change. 

The panorama from the top of a cliff was 
overwhelming. At least a dozen other "sky island" 
mountain ranges rise in shades of purple above a 
vast, level expanse of desert. Montanas in Mexico 
were visible over 100 miles away. From that distant 
horizon, within a crystalline atmosphere so in- 
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tensely blue I felt part of it, floated evenly scattered, 
bright patches. As my eyes scanned slowly from 
horizon to zenith, these "fair weather cumuli" grew, 
from popcorn-like above far mountains to huge 
shining white billows that seemed to explode over- 
head. I tilted my head back, way back, and the 
billows gradually shrank as they retreated toward 
emerald peaks in the north. The whole flotilla of 
clouds was flattened, as if resting on an invisible 
plane of glass. This powerful 3-D effect, the immen- 
sity of the space involved, the dynamic patterns, 
intense and varied colors and textures, wild cliffs, 
sunshine, breeze, smells, sounds, rock on bare feet — 
it all felt surreal. No, superreal. 

A couple thousand feet above, a turkey buz- 
zard rode a thermal, slowly circling higher and higher 
until it seemed to touch a luminous cloud. At our 
feet, wild onions colonized cracks in the rock and 
made their own soil. 

Down in the canyon. Waterfalls, cascades, 
and long, gentle flows across bare rock. Scoured, 
carved-rock pools and silty bottom pools. Frogs, fish, 
and invertebrate aquatics. Gigantic boulders speck- 
led with sunning lizards. Steep slopes covered with 
Gamble oak, manzanita. Flowers, hummingbirds. 
Jungly, shady riparian enclaves anchored by big 
trees. Wild. Clothes were shed. Down the canyon, 
wilder. The animal grew. I moved as never before, 
flying along, flowing across slickrock, atop boulders, 
around thickets, between trees, over, under, and 
upon logs. Cultural consciousness dissolved as real 
self emerged. Mind and body merged, and merged 
with place. It felt great! Natural, healthy, tribal. 

Tribal. The human way. But there can be 
only minimal tribal existence without place. Wild 
nature is and always will be the place (the "proper 
context") for humans. We sensed this on, or because 
of, the mountain. 

We felt that tribal pull. People shed cultural 
trappings like layers of an onion, opening to changes. 
There were laughing and crying. There were joy, 
grief, pain, anger, love, humor, hope, fear, and con- 
tentment. Music, poetry, and stories (but no TV). 
There were long mountain hikes and peaceful hours 
in the grass by the creek. Spirited arguments and 
protracted philosophical discussions. Sharing of 
food, water, fire, herb, things. There was touching, 
and more hugging than at a Jewish wedding. And 
physical violence. There was bonding between indi- 
viduals, within the tribe, and with the Earth. 

The Council of All Beings helped. As much 
as I ultimately disagree with rituals, ceremonies, 
customs, and culture in general, for thousands of 
years now I guess we humans have needed a struc- 
tured connection to nature. The Council helped peel 
away those cultural onion skins, and from commun- 
ing with the mountain we emerged as bear, turkey 
buzzard, bat, worm, rotting log, grass, wind, water, 
death, and other natural entities. Wood ants seemed 
to communicate strongly with me three times on the 
mountain, so I assumed the identity of wood ant at 
the Council (though I felt more like a wood ant while 
I was with wood ants). As we experienced these 


other realities and then reassumed our 
human selves, we came to better un- 
derstand what we as a species have 
done to harm this planet and what we 
can do to make things better. 

It's always surprising to me how much 
motorized vehicles smell after you've 
been away from them for awhile. Once 
again in our stink-mobile, in the 
evening twilight, my son and I hit the 
long and winding road down the 
mountain. We all-too-soon encoun- 
tered asphalt. We negotiated a few 
curves, rounded a hairpin turn, and 
suddenly found ourselves face to face 
with two Mexican spotted owls. They 
seemed so distinctly spotted, and so 
big. They were standing side-by-side, 
several feet apart, directly in front of 
the car, in the middle of the road. I 
wondered why they were there, with 
no kill or roadldll around. Their large, 
sensitive eyes seemed blinded by our 
headlights, and they stood still for what 
seemed a long 
time. As I braked 
to avoid them, 
the one on the 
right suddenly 
fluttered 

straight up sev- 

eral feet and over 
to the edge of the 

pavement, where it landed facing us directly. Then 
the other did exactly the same on the left. We rolled 
gently between them on down the road, and there 
the owls remained, standing motionless like two 
sentinels. 

Down in the flatland, on the main highway, we 
found mostly roadkills — a jackrabbit, a coyote, 
several small mammals, and a large rattlesnake. The 
snake was sprawled crudely on the pavement. Its 
head was partially crushed and it bled from the 
mouth, but the animal still wriggled with life. I tried 
to move it to the roadside with a fence tool, but it 
rattled and struck out wildly. I could sense its pain 
and fear. I waved a few cars around. My son handed 
me a long stick, and I managed to slide the snake into 
the dirt and grass, where it immediately coiled itself 
tightly, laid its mangled head on its beautiful body, 
and seemed to drift peacefully into death. At that 
moment I felt an intense green fire in those reptilian 
eyes. 

That wild spirit can never die, but of course 
the wild Earth continues to be destroyed. Mt. Gra- 
ham has seen abuse and is increasingly under attack. 
Much of the mountain is contoured by old logging 
roads (a little "non-commercial" select cutting con- 
tinues). The impact of historic livestock grazing still 
degrades many of the meadows, bogs, and creeks 
(only recreational horses do new damage). Wolves 
and grizzlies are gone. Natural fire no longer does its 
thing. Forest Circus facilities, campgrounds, sum- 
mer homes, organizational camps, and other degra- 
dations keep popping up like mushrooms in the 
choicest spots across the mountaintop. (This sum- 
mer a new campground was bladed into a beautiful 
meadow.) More and more slob hunters and fishers 
prowl the mountain in search of "game" and self- 
esteem. Growing hordes of all-American slob camp- 
ers invade after the snow melts each spring with their 
RVs, mega-pickups, ATVs, TVs, boom-boxes, genera- 
tors, saws, axes, rakes, and shovels. And upgrading 
of Swift Trail — the mountain's 25-mile main road 
(about half of which is paved so far) — proceeds at an 
ever-accelerating rate in order to placate the recre- 
ational public, increase tourist income, and improve 
access to the observatory site. 

Telescopes on the peaks. The decade-old 
issue that just won't go away. The test of the 
Endangered Species Act and other legalities. The 
ultimate showdown between those who do and 
those who don't embrace nature. The symbolic 
ascendance of humans above all else. The symbolic 
and actual desecration of this sacred, wonderful 
place. Under heavy security, trees fall, yellow ma- 
chines gouge deeply, and hundreds of tons of con- 
crete and steel extinguish all life. The recreational 
onslaught on the slopes below is even more destruc- 
tive overall, but the scopes have become a focal point 
(so to speak) in the movement to save the wild. (Look 
for more articles in the Journal on the history of this 
struggle.) Next year's Earth First! Rendezvous will be 
on Mt. Graham. Come experience and protect this 
magic place. 

Lynn Jacobs is an activist living in Arizona, author of 
Waste of the West, defender of Mt Graham, and fre- 
quent contributor to the Earth First! Journal 


The 

In August of last year, my friend 
and I were camping in southern Utah, 
near the Dixie National Forest. While 
watching shooting stars flare across 
the Milky Way, we heard the coyotes 
howl. From a dark ridge, the wailing 
voices entwined and floated toward 
the starry heavens as distinctly and 
gracefully as the scent of sage. 

When I think of a coyote, I think 
of a skinny, scruffy dog roaming the 
ridges on soft padded toes, a peripa- 
tetic outlaw keeping a vigilant eye upon 
the activities of humankind in gen- 
eral — and employees of the USDA's 
Animal Damage Control agency, in 
particular. 

I remember meeting an Ani- 
mal Damage Control (ADC) employee 
in Cedar City, Utah, at a February 1991 
scoping meeting. The man was aware 
of the controversial reputation of his 
profession. 

"Now you probably don't like 
what I do," said the bespectacled man 
who sat at the small table with me. 
"See, I'm a trapper, a gunner for the 
ADC." He looked at me for a response, 
then continued. "Let me tell you what 
I seen. I seen ewes with their bellies 
ripped open, still alive. And inside is 
the fetus, see, half-eaten by the coyote 
that slashed the mama's gut. And it's 
still alive, too. So, when we fly our 
plane over this scene, and then we see 
two coyotes up on the ridge, why I 
don't hesitate to put a bullet through 
'em." 

A scoping meeting is one way 
that the public can participate in deci- 
sion making that affects public lands, 
in this case, the Dixie National 
Forest(DNF). The DNF proposal called 
for an amendment to the Forest Plan 
that would ostensibly offer succor to 
livestock producers. Livestock produc- 
ers, who use the Dixie on a permanent 
basis to graze their sheep, feel frus- 


trated by wild coyotes, despite decades 
of coyote control by the ADC. 

A stockman stood before the 
people of the scoping meeting and 
pleaded: "The coyotes are vicious. We 
need all the help we can get." Jim 
Winnat, State Director of Utah ADC, 
declared that "there is no panacea... we 
want the option of using everything 
we can" to control the coyote. Later, in 
a telephone interview, he added, "as 
far as approved methods go." 

The Dixie NF thus proposed, 
and, in April of 1991 was granted, an 
integrated Management Program that 
allows the use of a combination of 
lethal and non-lethal control meth- 

Price 


ods, including the use of M-44s. 

According to wildlife research 
biologist Guy Connelly of the Denver 
Wildlife Research Center in Colorado, 
M-44s are " mechanical ballistic devices" 
that are driven into the ground and 
slathered with an attractive scent. 

When a creature bites the top, 
a spring-loaded cartridge is ejected into 
the mouth, and the animal dies of 
asphyxiation, supposedly within two 
to six minutes. Despite its reputation 
for coyote selectivity, M-44s, accord- 
ing to Utah ADC's own reports for 
1990, killed one pronghorn antelope, 
one badger, three feral dogs, one grey 
fox, 29 kit foxes, one swift fox, and one 
striped skunk, in addition to the 595 
coyotes. 

The fate of the M-44 will be 
decided at a hearing within the next 
month — when coyote is fetching din- 
ner for her growing family, and sheep 
is serving up fresh lamb. 

The Animal Damage Control 
agency was established as an arm of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture in 1931 . 
Today, it is administered by the Ani- 
mal and Plant Inspection Services 
(APHIS). It has evolved through vari- 


ous departmental changes — as well as 
name changes. Sometime this year, 
the ADC will officially become "Wild- 
life Services." Despite the periodic face 
lifts, the purpose of the ADC has re- 
mained the same: it has specific au- 
thority to destroy animals deemed 
harmful to human health or business, 
whether that be forestry, farming, sport 
hunting, or ranching. 

In Utah over the past fouryears, 
18,812 coyotes have been killed by the 
ADC, averaging 4,700 per year. Na- 
tionwide, in just two years ( 1989-1990), 
177,721 coyotes were poisoned, shot, 
and trapped by the ADC. Specifically, 
the methods include leghold trapping, 
snaring, gunning, denning (gassing 
pups in their den, then either burning 
them or clubbing them to death), 
strychnine poisoning, aerial gunning, 
or 1080 (sodium monofluoroacetate) 
poisoning. Some of these methods are 
no longer available without heavy re- 
strictions. Positing that the existing 
methods of coyote control are quite 
effective — even synergistically — in re- 
ducing sheep loss, ranchers, foresters, 
and ADC officials are seeking addi- 
tional strategies and weapons. 

The ADC has focused its preda- 
tor "control" campaigns against the 
coyotes because coyotes eat sheep. They 

of 

do so because they have to kill to sur- 
vive. Coyotes evolved as hunters, scav- 
engers, and opportunists, eating any- 
thing even remotely edible when they 
are hungry. I have seen coyote scats 
containing rodent fur and skulls, snow 
goose feathers, grasshopper legs, a 
myriad species of berries and seeds, 
grass, and, yes, sheep wool. 

The prey with which the coy- 
otes have tangoed over the millenia — 
the deer, elk, and wild sheep — are dif- 
ficult to hunt. A healthy coyote on a 
lucky day might get a sick wild ungu- 
late, while even the weakest, most in- 
experienced coyote could probably pull 
down a domestic sheep. Survival hinges 
upon energetics. In a cost-benefit 
analysis of coyote calories, sheep win 
over the quick, sharp, wild ungulates. 
When the coyotes test the haphazardly 
scattered flocks of slow, plump sheep, 
they no doubt sense fast food, and dive 
right in. Being coyotes and all. 

Livestock producers, and, es- 
pecially, the wool growers, have come 
to rely upon the ADC. Many are con- 
vinced that if the lethal control pro- 
grams were to be permanently termi- 
nated, they would see coyote preda- 
tion upon sheep skyrocket. Most sur- 
prising and unfortunate for the weary 
livestock producers, however, is recent 
evidence that the coyote control pro- 
grams that have been in effect for scores 
of years are in fact exacerbating — not 
alleviating — predation on domestic 
flocks. 

Predator ecologist Dr. Bob 
Crabtree of the Wildlife Research Insti- 
tute in Idaho has studied unexploited 
populations of coyotes for many years 
and has gained valuable insight into 
coyote behavior, demographics, and 
reproductive biology. According to 
Crabtree, there exist two major reasons 
for why the extensive, lethal-control 
programs of the ADC are backfiring. 

All the "tools" that have ever 
been employed to kill coyotes have 
never been 100% effective; the coyote 
population has never been totally 
anihilated in any one region. Regard- 
less of the mechanism of control, there 
have been coyotes who survived it. 
The ones who survive are the ones to 
breed the next year, and so they pass 
along their successful genes to the next 
generation. Over many generations, 


there is a distillation of successful genes, 
and "suddenly" it becomes apparent 
that we have selected for a super-preda- 
tor that has learned to avoid guns, 
traps, snares, poisons, airplanes, heli- 
copters, M-44s, what have you. In a 
word, the ADC has created its own 
worst nightmare through unnatural 
selection. It has created a supercoyote. 

The second biological response 
of coyote populations to the widespread 
ADC programs concerns breeding, re- 
production, and energetics. Coyotes 
start breeding younger (in their first 
year instead of their second or third). 
Therefore, there is an increase in the 
number of reproducing females. In 
addition, there is a similar but rela- 
tively minor increase in the number of 
pups bom — an average of about 5 to 
6.5. 

Finally, a mammal's reproduc- 
tive strategy is to invest very little en- 
ergy in fertilization, pregnancy, and 
parturition. Of the total amount of 
energy required of the parent to raise 
the pups, only about 20% goes into the 
first 63 days of in utero development. 
The greatest energetic investment is 
the lactation and subsequent hunting 
and scavenging to feed the pups (80%). 

In an unexploited population, 
most of the pups die at between six and 
fourteen weeks of age, leaving an aver- 
age of one and a half to three surviving 
pups per territory. But because coyotes 
have evolved the capacity to self- 
regulate their populations, where their 
population has been exploited and their 
density has dropped, the parents of a 
new litter of six pups are under pressure 
to make sure that all six survive. 

When the pups are 12 to 25 
weeks old, the parents are the most 
stressed to find food for them. Crabtree 
points out that it is therefore no won- 
der why June and July see the heaviest 
predation upon lambs and that's why 
the lamb kills are so high in areas 
where coyote- killers have increased the 

Wool 

production of pups and created more 
predation exactly where they are try- 
ing to stop it. 

Sheepman see the coyotes eat- 
ing sheep, and they believe that to stop 
this, the coyote must be killed. This 
progression of thought is theoretically 
logical and based on an obvious cause- 
and-effect principle. But ecosystems 
are not linear. 

Linear thinking discourages 
variation and freedom in searching for 
solutions. It is generally believed that, 
if gunning, trapping, denning, and all 

by Susan Ring 

of the non-lethal management prac- 
tices are not having the desired effect 
on the "offending" coyote populations, 
it is because the approach needs some 
reinforcement. 

The ADC has encouraged sheep 
producers to incorporate the use of 
guard dogs, herd dogs, and or wise 
herding and husbandry techniques. 
Losses to livestock must be confirmed 
before the ADC can be summoned to 
kill the predators (or potential preda- 
tors). 

However, many wildlife advo- 
cates are taking issue with livestock 
producers for not exhausting these 
methods before turning to the ADC for 
"relief." An intimately related issue of 
concern to many is how private policy 
affects public land. 

Wildlife Damage Review, Preda- 
tor Project, Earth First! and others are 
continued on page 26 
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Idaho... 


contiued from page 1 

(Sure Ed, and the Pope uses condoms.) 
District biologists had previously said 
that wolves use the area, which is 
designated as part of the Central Idaho 
Wolf Recovery Zone. Hence, logging 
represents a clear violation of the En- 
dangered Species Act, which stipu- 
lates that areas containing wolves be 
protected, ruling out disturbances on 
the scale now underway. 

Initially, no major road con- 
struction was detected and after six 
days the camp was relocated four miles 
from the small town of Dixie. Dixies is 
deep within the forest and contains 
some 25 full-time residents. Most are 
either retired folk or business owneres 
serving the needs of a few tourists. 
The local bar and restaurant serve a 
few loggers and Forest Service person- 
nel, who also have offices in Dixie. 
Dixies is near the Noble Sale road, 
which was punched through last 
winter. 

The new campsite was next to 
the planned Rhett road, which would 
access the largest timber sale. Eventu- 
ally, this area was closed to the public, 
following the discovery that surveyed 
roads had stakes and flagging re- 
moved. Initial hopes that listing of 
the Chinook slamon under the En- 
dangered Species Act might delay road 
construction vanished as road con- 
struction began around July 20. 

On Friday, July 24, the first 
arrest occurred, raising the level of 
intensity considerably. Three Earth 
Firstlers were photographed by armed 
men in camouflage while bathing. 
Once spotted and confronted, the men 
refused to give their indentities or 
turn over their film. They were fol- 
lowed for some distance, and even- 
tually identified themselves when 
joined by fellow Forest special agents. 
The activists again demanded the film . 
Not only did the agents refuse, they 


arrested Billi Barker, from Maine, who 
was taken to Ada County Jail in Boise. 

Unbelievably, she was charged 
with threatening an officer and resisting 
arrest! She was eventually released on 
$100 bond on July 25. Fellow activist 
Amy Thompson commented, "Has it 
come to this, where the Forest Service 
brigs in the SWAT boys to cut timber 
over the objections of the American 
public?" 

The Forest Service countered 
Earth First! criticism of the camouflaged 
special agents by refusing to acknowl- 
edge their existence. The Forest Service 
provided public information sheets en- 
titled Information First! to refute the 


charges of Earth First!. One sheet 
suggested that no camouflaged agents 
existed. After careful reading, however, 
the cleverly worded (dls)information 
sheet claimed that no camouflaged 
agents existed "at the incident in 
question." The wording left the reader 
with the impression that Earth First! 
charges were fabricated. 

These heavily armed agents — 
who wore bullet proof vests — are law 
enforcement agents of the USFS. Typi- 
cally, they assist in the investigation 
and arrest of poachers and pot growers, 
monitor campsites, inspect mines, etc. 
As "incidents" occur more frequently 
on public lands these agents are as- 


signed to police Earth First! direct ac- 
tions. By monitoring Earth First! en- 
campments and the movement of ac- 
tivists, these trained police forces cre- 
ate a militarized zone to curtail the 
effectiveness of direct action. Their 
means involve various forms of ha- 
rassment — and general psychological 
operations — to threaten and intimi- 
date wilderness defenders. 

Do these agents and their tac- 
tics represent an evolving strategy of 
the USFS to combat Earth First!? An 
investigation of this USFS strategy 
seems necessary if Earth First! is to 
develop more effective means to de- 
fend wildlands. New strategies may be 
required of us. (see below) 

As road construction began on 
the Noble Road, activists set up a 
blockade by putting a tree sitter on a 
platform high in a tree. This road will 
punch deep into the Cove area to ac- 
cess timber sales. Closures have failed 
to keep activists out of road corridors, 
though the agency is attempting to 
ban the public from its own forests 
with heavily-armed agents patrolling 
with dogs. "It's forestry by hostile 
invasion," said activist Erik Ryberg of 
Missoula. "We are astonished by the 
amount of effort and money the Forest 
Service is willing to throw around to 
cut trees, build roads and foul streams." 
The tree-sitter came down after three 
days when road construction ceased. 

Meanwhile the "Walk for the 
Wild Rockies" began as several activists 
started the hike from Dixie to Mis- 
soula, Montana — a distance of about 
160 miles, mostly through the wilder- 
ness. The walk culminated in a protest 
action at Region 1 Forest Service Head- 
quarters on August 17. This coincided 
with actions for Wild Rockies Wilder- 
ness Day at U.S. consulates and embas- 
sies in Poland, Australia, and Canada. 

On July 31, an Earth First! ac- 

continued on page 28 



Megan Richardson , in for the long haul, at a logging protest 
in the Mallard/Cove timber sale in central Idaho 


'Watcha Gonna Do Now, Warriors?' 

An interview with Erik Ryberg 

by Don Smith gradual effect on the Forest Service. 



Erik Ryberg is an Earth First! activist involved in the 
Idaho direct action campaign. We discussed campaign 
strategy and the Forest Service Special Agent's harass- 
ment of Earth First!. It appears the Forest 
Service has developed new strategies aimed 
at Earth First!. We explore this and other 
issues, as well as possible Earth First! 
strategy for the future. 

Journal: The goal of the summer 
campaign was to stop the road from 
being constructed. That didn't 
happen, but it was successful in 
other ways, right? 

Erik: Its nice to think you'll save a 
particular spot but you almost have to 
look at it in the longer-term. A lot of 
us at Cove-Mallard were saying that 
this is a done deal here and there 
aren't enough of us. On the other 
hand, we are costing these people a 
lot of money, and energy, and were 
making them look extremely bad. So the hope is that 
the next time they lay out a sale like this — and there 
are more — they're going to think twice, like over at 
Meadow Creek, for instance, because Earth Firstlers 
are going to be there. One will come away with 
psychological damage if one necessarily expects to 
save a particular area. 

Journal: By raising our hopes too high we risk 
failure. But if we take a long-range view we see 
victory from another perspective, by having a 


Erik: Yes, and someday it may not be so gradual. 
Someday it might be immediate. A lot of people here 
in Missoula, myself included, spend a great deal of 

time writing appeals. 
And for us that has been 
very fruitful. But that's 
all short-term success. 
For instance, near this 
area we were defending, I 
appealed a sale and won, 
and I feel good about it. 
On the other hand, I'm 
not naive; that area that I 
saved may be cut some- 
time in the future. But 
direct action, if it builds, 
may someday achieve 
long-term success. 


ERIK RYBURG AND BILLI BARKER IN FRONT 
OF THE ADA COUNTY JAIL IN BOISE, IDAHO 

ture? 


Journal: Why do you 
think the Forest Service 
has taken such an un- 
usually aggressive pos- 


Erik: I've been thinking about that for a while. I 
haven't come up with an answer. It might be a policy 
or just the decision of local officers in the area. It 
might have something to do with Wild Rockies Earth 
First!, which has been targeted by the FBI at least 
once so far, when houses were raided and so forth. It 
might be a good sign. It might mean we're having 
some sort of effect. I'd like to think that the harder 
the Forest Service fights back the more successful it 


means we've been. When I see so much camouflage 
I think we must be doing something right. When we 
caught them monitoring us, I'm suspicious that we 
were intended to catch them, they wanted us to 
know that they were there. Another thing, here in 
Missoula two FS law enforcement people showed up 
at someone's house who had been up at Mallard- 
Cove and demanded to know the names of people 
who were at the site. 

Journal: Let's discuss some of the forms of 
disinformation they have used. 

Erik: Well, they put out these information sheets 
that just spout absolute fiction. For instance, they 
said that lines of communication between the Forest 
Service and Earth First! were open but that we were 
choosing not to use them. That's bullshit! They told 
us we'd be arrested if we walked into their office. 
They said people in jail had ended their hunger strike 
when they hadn't. They said that the surveys of 
sensitive and threatened animals had been completed. 
Of course, none of them had been completed. 

Journal: Were they trying to get under our skin? 

Erik: They could be trying to get under our skin, but 
if they are, it hasn't worked. Some things have 
worked. 

Journal: Such as...? 

Erik: Well, the numerous citations and arrests. They 
came into camp on Tuesday to say that if we catch 
you on a surveyed but unconstructed road that has 
been closed we'll give you a warning to get off, then 
on Wednesday when they catch one of us in the 
closed area they held a gun to your head and haul 
you off to Boise. That sort of thing gets under our 

continued on page 28 
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On The Road 
With 

The Ancient 

Forest 

Bus Brigade 


By Ramon 

What's 40 feet long, has red 
and white stripes, and lives in the 
Idaho forests surrounded by serious- 
looking armed men in military 
uniforms? No, it's NOT the giant 
flag-draped keg of Budweiser at the 
American Legion Fourth of July 
picnic, you sillies; it's the Ancient 
Forest Bus, and the army encircling it 
is merely the Freddies dressed up as 
Rambos! Since July 15th, they've 
admitted to spending over $250,000 
on monitoring and surveillance, and 
all we've done is sit around the 
campfire drinking beer and playing 
guitars. 

Well, not quite; there were a 
few "incidents" and seven arrests did 
occur, but it obviously was the work 
of gremlins and should not be taken 
seriously. 

What should be taken seri- 
ously was the terrific job we did in 
imitating the Sierra Club and extend- 
ing the friendly hand of Earth First! 
to our neighbors in Idaho and 
Montana. The final results are in, as 
follows: 

The First Annual Dixie Idaho 
Potluck Supper featuring 10 lbs. of 
potato salad, enough black beans and 
rice to open a hippie cafe, and several 
gallons of beer. . . .Nobody came. 

The First Annual Dixie to 
Missoula protest walk, 120 miles 
through truly wild wilderness includ- 
ing really hot heat and really buggy 
bugs. . . .Nobody cared. 

The First Annual Grangeville, 
Idaho Ranger Station "teach-in" 
where we presented our case for the 
wild. . . . Nobody learned. 

But are we discouraged? Are 
we?? Hell YES, what are we, stupid? 
But are we giving up? You bet we 
are! 

NO, wait; only kidding. 

We've only just begun, as the song 
sez, and we're here for the duration 
(or until the White Sox win the 
pennant, whichever comes first.) It's 
gonna take them about 5 more years 
to punch in the full 145 miles of 
NEW roads that they have on the 
drawing boards, and we're gonna 
make 'em pay for every foot. To 
express our unified commitment to 
this effort, we recently took a great 
leap forward and purchased a brand 
new typewriter ribbon. Hey; we're 
talking raising the ante here. 

Speaking of raising the ante, 
our Freddie friends tried to lower it, 
and the tensions in these parts, by 
publishing a newsletter of their own 
entitled "Information First!" All in 
all, a fairly clever idea, for Freddies, 
except that they tried so hard to be 
fair and balanced in their reporting 
that many locals thought that the 
first edition was put out by us! This 
so embarrassed them that the Misin- 
formation Officer was reassigned 
elsewhere, and the job of writing lies 
about us was taken over by the Chief 


Ranger himself, Ed (Dead) Wood. As 
you could guess, he proved to be 
spectacular in his new role as public 
relations flack. An example of his 
deathless prose, prompted by the 
discovery that a few survey stakes 
were missing (gremlins again), 
follows: 

"Our plans for Thursday have 
been changed. We have decided that it 
is not appropriate for us to participate in 
wolf howling with you." 

Well, you can just imagine 
our grief. Known organizers were 
seen weeping openly. Several notori- 
ous monkeywrenchers tripped over 
each other in their haste to abandon 
camp and join the Nature Conser- 
vancy in Los Angeles. And all signed 
a joint communique declaring that 
their invitation to the Forest Service 
to play a round of frisbee golf had 
been withdrawn. 

In spite of these setbacks, six 
activists managed to get themselves 
arrested, including Billie who got 
busted twice in one week. Released 
after a night in jail after her first 
arrest, she found herself "barefoot in 
Boise" for 24 hours while we ran 
around like chickens trying to figure 
out how to get her back to camp. 
Ergo, it is important that you listen 
to your Uncle Ramon; always arrive 
at an arrest "scenario" with the 
following minimum essentials: 

1) shoes 

2) water bottle 

3) telephone numbers inked on 
your forearm (girl/boyfriend, psy- 


chiatrist, pizza take-out joint) 

4) miscellaneous necessities 
(hackey sack, frisbee, styrofoam 
beer can holder) 

5) $1,000 in gold 

Three other jailbirds spent 9 
days each in the county slammer. To 
publicize their status as political 
prisoners, they refused to eat, always 
good idea given the palatability of 
jail chow. Upon their release, Megan 
the Vegan maintained her purity, 
asking only for tofu and wheat germ, 
while Damon and Jeff consumed 
truly obscene quantities of pizza and 
beer. 

The remaining arrests defy 
description, at least on the rational 
level. One guy was busted for 
violating a road closure even though 
he was at a perfectly legal demo 
miles away at the time. And poor 
Erik, along with "barefoot-in-Boise- 
Billie" rounded out the bullshit busts 
by getting caught red-handed look- 
ing for endangered flora in one of 
the closed areas. It was straight out 
of "Catch-22": 

Dead Wood: "Show us the 
endangered species and maybe we'll 
suspend the road building." 

Erik and Billie: "OK, but to 
do that, we have to go into the 
closed area." 

Dead Wood: "You can't go 
into the closed area." 

Erik and Billie: "Then how 
on Earth can we find any endangered 
species?" 

Dead Wood: "Just tell us. . . 


we'll find it. Trust us." 

Erik and Billie: "ARRRRRRRRR 
RRRRGGGGGGHHHHH!!!" 

So, you can readily see that 
we've got them just where we want 
them. You know: acting REAL stupid! 
And guess what else? We must be just 
as dumb, 'cause we're back, after a 
brief hiatus in Missoula. Right back in 
their faces, parked up-close-and- 
personal, waving and grinning like 
idiots as they drive by in their vomit- 
green trucks. It's starting to look as if 
the 1992 campaign to save Idaho’s 
great wilderness may be remembered 
as nothing more than a dress re- 
hearsal, a dry-run, a walk in the park, 
as it were. 1993 just might be a teeny, 
weeny bit different, if YOU out there 
have anything to say about it, right? 
Let me sum it up as simply as I can: 
this place has everything you ever 
needed or wanted to get excited and 
motivated about. . .BIG Wilderness. . . 
BAAAAAAD Freddies. . . and FREE 
FOOD! 

Yes, you heard your uncle 
right: free food, and it's good to boot. 
So plan ahead for Idaho-ho-ho in 
1993. Plan ahead for the entire 
summer, May through September. 

Quit your lame job. Don't sign that 
dumb lease. Get your ragged butts 
out to the largest remaining open and 
wild place in the entire lower 48. 
Celebrate the wildness and celebrate 
the confrontation. We can, and will, 
stop 'em. 

ie “k ik 


James Barnes, 
tabling 
Earth First! 
style at 
United States 
Forest Service 
Region 1 
Headquarters 
in Missoula, 
Montana. 
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Forest Service Threatens to Prosecute Kentucky 
Activists Over Satirical Use of Smokey the Bear 


The idea was not new and neither 
was the response of the Forest Service. 
A1 Fritsch, a Jesuit priest who also heads 
up the Kentucky environmental group, 
Appalachia-Science in the Public Inter- 
est, planned a protest of the proposed 
elimination of the Forest Service ad- 
ministrative appeals process to be held 
outside the Forest Supervisor's office of 
the Daniel Boone National Forest in 
Winchester, Kentucky. On the flyers 
announcing the protest, Fritsch used a 
caricature of Smokey Bear standing in 
the middle of a clearcut holding a sign 
that says: "Only you can stop the For- 
est Service!" (ed. note: This protest, done 
in conjunction with Earth First! in Ken- 
tucky, was part of the National Day of 
Outrage Against the Forest Service on John 


Muir's birthday) 

The flyer quickly made its way 
(Forest Service fax?) to Roger Eubanks, 
director of fire and aviation operations 
for the Forest Service's Southern Re- 
gional Office in Atlanta. Eubanks fired 
off an intimidating letter to Fritsch, 
scolding him for "an inappropriate, 
and unauthorized, use of the Smokey 
Bear symbol violates the Smokey Bear 
Act and "can be criminally prosecuted." 

Americans for the Ancient For- 
est ran into a similar problem this spring 
when it ran several television and print 
ads using caricatures of Smokey Bear 
that were highly critical of Forest Ser- 
vice timber management practices. The 
Forest Service also responded with a 
"cease and desist" letter and threats of 


fines, imprisonment and criminal 
prosecution. 

Again the Forest Service ap- 
pears to be using threats of fines and 
prosecution to suppress protests by 
those who disagree with its manage- 
ment practices. These actions fit a 
pattern of agency intimidation and 
harassment aimed at under cutting the 
effectiveness and financial health of 
emerging regional and grassroots envi- 
ronmental organizations. 

There is no question that 
Americans for the Ancient Forests' ad- 
vertisements and Fritsch's flyers are 
examples of constitutionally protected 
free speech amounting to little more 
than obvious political satire. Still there 
can be little question that heavy- 


handed letters like the one sent by 
Eubanks can have a chilling effect on 
small, underfunded organizations. 

But environmentalists should 
not be intimidated by such threats. 
Not only is such speech constitution- 
ally protected, but the Smokey Bear Act 
itself only restricts unauthorized use of 
the symbol by those who reproduce 
images of Smokey Bear "for profit." 
Individuals and non-profit organiza- 
tions who use or alter the Smokey Bear 
image do not require permits from the 
Forest Service and cannot be subjected 
to criminal prosecution. 

-Jeffrey St. Clair 
Reprinted from Forest Watch 
14417 SE Laurie 
Oak Grove, Oregon 97276 



UH , H& 5AY6, UMM, UH,.. 
UHHM... " (, 


REMEMBER, TO MAKE IT WORK 
WE NEED YOUR HELP. 

Clearcut logging. Strip mining. Cattle grazing. 

The process of transforming a living forest into a stream of 
commodities. Resources to be exploited. Profit for the taking. 

It was easy once and no one complained. 

With everyone so dependent on a timber company paycheck and 
distracted by their jobs, how could they? 

These days, however, people are questioning our plans. 

And putting up resistance. 

So we grant limited reforms and make token concessions. 

While hundreds of species and entire eco- 

systems are being obliterated altogether. 

You see, at the Forest Service, we know 

that the best way to 
render opposition harmless 
is to make it a part of 

our system. 

So send us a letter. 

But hurry, the time 
for public comment is al- 



United States 

Department of 

Agriculture 

Service 


MAY. 8.1992 11:53AM PI 

FROM: United States Forest Regional 
1720 Peachtree Rd., NW 
Department of Service Office 
Atlanta, Ga. 30367 

Reply to: 5110 

Date: MAY 5 1992 

Appalachia-Science in the Public Interest 
Route 5, Box 423 
Livingston, KY 40445-9506 

Dear Sirs: 

It has recently come to our attention that 
your organization was responsible for the distribu- 
tion of a flyer, on behalf of Kentucky Heartwood 
and Earth First!, encouraging attendance at a dem- 
onstration at the Daniel Boone National Forest 
Headquarters, Winchester, Kentucky, on April 21, 
1992. While your right to lawfully conduct this 
demonstration cannot be denied, it must be pointed 
out that the flyer announcing the demonstration 
contained an inappropriate, and unauthorized, 
use of the Smokey Bear symbol. 

The Smokey Bear name and character were 
created under PL 82-359, for the express purpose of 
providing a means to inform and educate the 
public concerning forest fire prevention. Owner- 
ship of the name and character was vested in the 


United States under 16 USC 580p-l. Alteration of the 
Smokey Bear symbol and/or use of Smokey Bear for 
other than fire prevention purposes is a violation of 
18 USC 711 and 36 CFR 261.20(a), and can be 
criminally prosecuted. 

More important than the criminal violation, 
however, is the reminder that misuse of the Smokey 
Bear name and character detracts from, and tar- 
nishes, the carefully built and maintained image of 
this symbol. This image has become a friend to many 
children and adults, and a very successful partner in 
the battle against destructive wildfires. We hope that 
all citizens support us in our continued efforts to 
maintain the integrity of Smokey's image and fire 
prevention message. 

Although we certainly encourage public in- 
terest and involvement in the many natural resource 
issues facing the Nation today, we must insist that 
you cease and desist any further unauthorized use of 
the Smokey Bear image. 

Sincerely 

ROGER L. EUBANKS 
Director of Fire and Aviation 

cc: Richard Wengert, Forest Supervisor, DBNF 

Elsie Cunningham, Program Manager, National 
CFFP Program 

Wayne Miller, Fiscal and Law Enforcement, Re- 
gional Office 
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Phantom Protest Shuts 
Down Stone Timber Mill 


Lawman, security guards, loggers 
and mill officials sat on pins and needles 
in South Fork through Tuesday, wait- 
ing for an expected Earth First! demon- 
stration that never came. 

It was a little like throwing a 
party to which no orfe came. Sheriff's 
deputies, state trooper, guards and 
counter-demonstrators hung around 
while Earth First! struck in Durango, 
then apparently went home. Talk flew 
on the police radio when anyone 
paused by the Stone Forest sawmill, 
but nothing happened. 

But despite a buildup Tuesday 
of law officers from throughout 
southwest Colorado and pro-develop- 
ment demonstrators from the San Juan 
Wise Use Alliance, no one from Earth 
First!, known as a radical environmen- 
tal fringe group, showed up. 

When contacted by phone at 
his Boulder home Tuesday morning, 
Earth First! member Mike Stabler 
laughed hysterically when told what 
was not happening in South Fork. 


"We never had the intention 
of protesting at Stone Forest," he said, 
laughing. "Our intent was always to 
focus on the Amoco oil and gas drill- 
ing." 

When told about the Earth 
Firstler laughing about all the prepa- 
rations, Sheriff Medina said, "I don't 
really appreciate that." 

Not to be denied, members of 
the Wise Use Alliance carried bn in 
front of the saw mill. 

"By God," said Debbie Ray, a 
logger's wife and member of the group, 
"this is our country. Go home!" 

"It seems to me that they got 
accomplished just what they wanted 
to and they didn't even have to show 
up," complained Susan Ray, sister-in- 
law to Debbie Ray and also married to 
a logger, noting that the mill was shut 
down for the day. 

Editor's note: Article excerpted from 
Mineral County News, Colorado 
(July 9, 1992) 


GATT Spells Trouble 


The assault on Iraq notwithstanding, the New 
World Order is sidling into place less with a bang 
than with a whisper. A whisper behind closed doors. 
While much attention was given to the environmen- 
tal spectacle at Rio, a more sinister meeting of na- 
tions has been going on in Geneva that will likely 
have far greater impact on the ecosystems and the 
economies of the world. 

The meeting in Geneva is working on the latest 
revision of the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trades (GATT), a treaty which involves 108 countries 
and regulates 90% of world trade. There has been a 
GATT since WWII but it’s been fairly limited in 
scope. These talks (called the Uruguay Round) are 
currently underway to radically expand it, removing 
many trade restrictions, essentially creating an open 
international market. 

Which may sound good on the surface. After 
all, one planet, one people, right? The removal of 
trade restrictions certainly seems an egalitarian 
proposition; it should level out the privleges which 
Americans enjoy at the cost of the rest of the world 
— which is why American labor is so upset about the 
trade deregulations of the North America Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA), a smaller version of GATT. And 
it would seem that finally, with a one world economy, 
we would have a chance of extending our environ- 
mental laws to protect other places as well. Wouldn't 


we? 

Well, no. The draft of the upcoming agreement 
requires all participating nations to "harmonize" 
their standards, basically to the lowest common 
denominator. The standards for consumer safety are 
set by the UN's Codex Alimentarius which is heavily 
influenced by multinational corporations and lists 
allowable amounts of DDT and other pesticides. A 
GATT panel ruling stating that member nations 
must overturn laws — federal, state, or local — that 
"unfairly restrict" free trade, means that there would 
be no way under GATT to ban DDT from this coun- 
try, or even from your town. 

It also means the U.S. would have to overturn 
laws that limit trade for ecological reasons. In fact, 
a GATT panel in 199 1 ruled that the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act constituted an illegal barrier to trade 
because it was used to ban seine-netted tuna. Pre- 
sumably local tropical timber bans and federal en- 
dangered species bans*, such as the ivory ban, would 
similarly be ruled "unfair restrictions" on interna- 
tional trade. 

GATT is destructive economically as well as 
ecologically, but this is where it gets complicated 
While it may appear to share the wealth around by 
allowing companies that manufacture products 
abroad to compete on an equal footing with local 
companies, and thus encourage multinational in- 


vestment, the effect of this is not to share the wealth 
with foreign workers but to share less wealth with 
any workers, since the multinationals will be able to 
locate where labor is cheapest, without having to 
compensate through tariffs. Peoples abroad will face 
new pressures to industrialize, and workers in America 
will have to take huge pay cuts or lose their jobs. 

It's not just in the US market that GATT has a 
devastating impact. In third world countries, it 
means that laws which favor local business can be 
overturned, allowing the multinationals to compete 
at the same level — a competition that, because of 
their greater resources, they are sure to win. This will 
drain the economy of these countries into those of 
the multinationals, and by undercutting local mar- 
ket value it will deflate the economy and reduce the 
value of resources, which will increase their exploi- 
tation. So it comes back to the land, which will have 
to be mortgaged off to pay for the new freedom of the 
open market. Ain't progress grand? 

In short, GATT is big business as usual, the same 
old story of neocolonialism and resource extraction. 
It's just the latest move in the centralization of the 
world economy. The consolidation of power has 
never been good for those who are its objects, namely 
the resources on which it feeds itself. That's timber, 
wildlands, indigenous people, labor, you name it: 
Us. GATT only benefits Them. It's that simple. 

So, as the old revolutionary once asked, What is 
to be done? 

GATT has to be stopped. Another simple little 

continued on page 28 


8 May, 1992 
John Alcock 
Regional Forester 
USDA USFS Region 8 
1700 Peachtree Rd. NW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30367 

Dear John, 

I'm responding to a letter written on May 
5th by your Fire and Aviation Director, a Mr. 
Roger L. Eubanks, in which he states that Earth 
First! has somehow misused the image of Smokey 
the Bear. 

Hogwash! 

The image that Mr. Eubanks is referring to 
was photocopied from an editorial cartoon that 
appeared on the cover of the Eostar 1992 (V12N4) 
editionof tHe Earth First! Journal. It is our firm 
belief that this cartoon, and indeed all other uses 
of Smokey the Bear by Earth First! and other 
private citizens are protected free speech under 
the US Constitution, and that any rules or regula- 
tions, or acts of the Congress to restrict this type 
of free speech are unconstitutional, and un- 
American. 

It is with this in mind that we wish to 
inform you that we simply will not and can not 


abide by the cease and desist order outlined in Mr. 
Eubanks letter. To do so would be cowardly and, in 
my view, immoral. 

But more importantly, the argument that 
Smokey the Bear is a friend of children and a 
successful partner in the battle against wildfires is 
a lie. Smokey the Bear has been misused by your 
agency as a smokescreen to deflect attention away 
from the abuse, misuse and outright pillaging of 
our public lands by the timber industry. First of all, 
fire, as you should know, is an integral element of 
natural ecosystem processes. Everyone knows that 
children do not burn forests down by being careless 
with matches. The odds are much higher that 
logging operations will cause a fire, or that a child's 
favorite area will be handed over to the timber 
industry for clearcutting while the taxpayer foots 
the bill. 

We demand that you cease and desist mis- 
leading our children about the threats to our public 
lands, and that you use Smokey the Bear in a 
nationwide campaign aimed at halting all logging 
on our National Forests. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have 
any further questions regarding this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Mike Roselle 
Earth First! Journal 


~ ^ 
Nature Bats Last 

By Bill and Les 

Nature Bats Last, 
the bumpersticker reads. 

We're playing at the 
inning's top, 

and the bottom no one heeds. 

Did we forget who else is playing 
in the game? 

Power hitter, undefeated a bil- 
lion seasons: 

Gaia is the name. 

We like to think we're Big 

League Stars, 

the series will be ours. 

We boast and cheer "We're 
number one l" 
but we're headed for 
the showers. 

'Cuz Nature Bats Last. 

\ J 
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Earth First!, Lufnmi 
Indians Blockade Old 
Growth Logging in 
NW Washington 

Some 70 people, including about 
20 Lummi Indians, many Earth Firstlers, 
and other concerned citizens, turned 
out at a logging road leading into the 
Arlecho basin in Northwest Washing- 
ton on July 31. This event, organized 
by the Lummis, was intended to show 
MONY (Mutual of New York) that their 
plans to cut one of the few remaining 
stands of privately-owned old growth 
would not go as smoothly as they migh t 
. hope. 

The Arlecho area is traditional sa- 
v^cred land to the Lummis. They have 
found it increasingly difficult in recent 
years to practice their traditional reli- 
j gion, due to the relentless clearcutting 
! of their sacred sites. It is also one of the 
places they depend on for certain im- 
portant medicinal herbs which grow 
only in virgin forest. Moreover, the 
tribe has an off-reservation fish 
hatchery which is threatened by silt- 
ation due to logging in the watershed. 
By some long, convoluted chain of 
skulduggery, this 600-acre parcel is now 
in the hands of Mutual of New York. 
MONY wants to liquidate it quickly to 
pay off its debts. 

The Lummis have been attempting 
to negotiate with MONY, who has been 
stonewalling them. Further actions (of 
a more serious nature) will be forth- 
coming unless MONY sees the light. 

Media coverage of the event was 
remarkably heavys. Various Lummi 
elders, spiritual leaders, and healers 
spoke about thelimportance of the old- 
growth to their culture. Wildlife expert 
Mitch Friedman explained that even 
relatively small parcels of old-growth 
such as this one are vital to many 
endangered species, for example the 
marbled murrelet. 

There are very few such pockets left 
in Washington, and the genocide ma- 
chine intends to obliterate them soon. 
This was a "lite" action, an overture, a 
statement of our presence and intent. 
Our actions consisted of leafletting 
logging trucks with subversive propa- 
ganda concerning the economic 
ramifications of cut-and-run "forestry," 
and waving signs and banners. The 
second action is tentatively scheduled 
for mid to late September and is likely 
to involve escalated tactics. Yet further 
actions are likely to ensue after that, 
according to the tribe. 

The action was poorly publicized (I 
found out about it the night before by 
accident) yet drew about 50 non-native 
supporters who came initially with the 
impression it would involve blockades 
and possible arrests. This seems to 
suggest a strong interest in supporting 
native struggles, and a feeling of alliance 
with the Lummis, who have long been 
quite active in struggling for ancient 
forests and native rights on both con- 
tinents. 

For further information, contact 
Dexter Ator at (206) 671-9050. 

— from Washington Earth First! 

Suit Seeks to Save 
Snake River Salmon 

A lawsuit seeking increased flows 
through dams in the Snake River to 
flush young sea-bound salmon down- 
stream was filed in response to biolo- 
gists' warnings that Chinook and 
sockeye salmon and other species are 
at risk of extinction. A coalition of 
environmental and sport and com- 
mercial fishing groups filed suit in Se- 
attle in July, charging that the Fisheries 
Services, the Army Corps of Engineers, 
Bureau of Reclamation and the 
Bonneville Power Administration are 



News From The Bioregions 


violating the Endangered Species Act 
by failing to provide suitable in-river 
conditions for migrating salmon. 

The seventeen Columbia-Snake 
hydro dams create a river system that 
blocks and floods salmon spawning 
habitat, delays young and adult salmon 
migrations and subjects the migrating 
salmon to increased water tempera- 
tures, predation and turbine mortality. 
As a result, over 200 native stocks of 
Columbia basin salmon (70% of the 
original runs) are already extinct and 
most of the other runs are currently at 
risk of extinction. 

— from Forest Voice 

Kangaroo Roadless Area: 
Another Threat in the 
Wild Kalmiopsis 

The Kangaroo Roadless area in 
Southwest Oregon is threatened im- 
minently by the Sugarloaf Timber sale, 
in which the Siskiyou National Forest 
plans to extract 10.5 million board feet 
of old-growth timber at 5 to 6000 feet 
elevation. 

The Kangaroo Roadless area is a 
crucial wildlife corridor linking the 
entire Klamath River bioregion to the 
Kirby HCA, via the Red Buttes Wilder- 
ness. The area is 25,000 acres, one of 
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our last large blocks of low elevation 
temperate forest in the Siskiyous. 
Please write to: 

Joe Burns and Russell Peterson 
US Fish and Wildlife Service 
2600 SE 98th Ave. STE 100 
Portland OR 97266 
and 

Siskiyou Nat. Forest Supervisor 

Mike Lunn 

PO Box 440 

Grants Pass OR 97526 

Also legislators such as Miller, Vento, 

etc. 

For more info or to visit the Kangaroo and 
the Sugarloafunits before they are awarded 
to Boise Cascade next month, write: PO 
Box 335, Williams, OR 97544 

Ancient Redwoods, 
Murrelet Habitat on 
Chopping Block 
in California 


The federal listing of the marbled 
murrelet as a threatened species has 
been delayed through political 
manueverings as Region 6 Forest Ser- 
vice administrators pressure Fish and 


Wildlife to defer listing in order to keep 
timber sales high. The delay may also 
have been prompted by the potential 
effects on timber sales in southeast 
Alaska's Tongass National Forest. 

The marbled murrelet is a mysteri- 
ous and rare sea bird that spends most 
of its life on the open ocean, but flies 
inland to nest in the branches of old 
growth trees. Murrelet populations are 



difficult to gauge and their nests almost 
impossible to locate. Only 26 nests 
have been located, all in large old- 
growth trees. It is a listed endangered 
species in California, and a candidate 
for federal listing. There are less than 
1,800 of these birds in California and 
fewer than 2,000 in Oregon, according 
to ornithologist CJ. Ralph. The 
murrelet is even more dependent on 
the ancient forest than the Northern 
Spotted Owl, and along with the deci- 
mation of the these ecosystems comes 
the extinction of the species. 

Meanwhile, in northern Califor- 
nia, murrelet habitat is threatened as 
chainsaws rev their engines in two of 
the five California habitat areas. In 
Humboldt county, Pacific-Lumber (PL) 
began preparations for logging opera- 
tions in the Owl Creek Timber Harvest 
Plan (THP) in California's Humboldt 
County after the Dept, of Fish aad 
Game granted PL an "incidental take" 
permit for the endangered murrelet. 
Owl Creek is the second largest un- 
protected old growth redwood stand 
left in the world. It is known habitat to 
many endangered species including at 
least two pairs of spotted owls, the 
marbled murrelet, tree vole, tailed frog 
and possibly the pacific fisher. The 
severely flawed THP provides only 
minimal protection to the known 
spotted owls while ignoring and re- 
fusing to even study the other endan- 
gered species. 

Owl Creek is a major part of the 
Headwaters Wilderness Complex that 
is currently being proposed in Congress 
as a federal preserve. The Wilderness 
Complex encompasses several signifi- 
cant old growth and residual stands 
surrounding the Headwaters Forest 
which is the largest unprotected red- 
wood stand on the planet. 

Activists are planning direct action 
should PL's log trucks enter the Owl 
Creek THP. (In June, PL violated a 
court agreement by logging 20 acres of 
the grove before consulting with the 
Dept, of Fish and Game.) To plug into 
the campaign to save the last redwood 
wilderness, call (707) 839-5847. 


In San Mateo County, north of 
Santa Cruz, there have been direct ac- 
tions against Big Creek Lumber's log- 
ging of old growth redwoods and 
murrelet habitat since June, (see Aug. 
1 EF! Journal) 

The logging is taking place in the 
Butano Creek watershed. These THP 
areas are especially valuable because 
they are adjacent to two state parks; 
one, Big Basin, is another murrelet 
habitat area. Big Creek continues to 
log; the tree sitters, road blockers and 
woods creepers continue to resist. For 
more info, call the Butano hotline, 
(408) 425-3205 and the Bay Area EF! 
hotline (415) 949-0575 for info about 
both Butano and Owl Creek. 

Legislation 
on the Horizon to 
Protect Mt. Graham 

Representatives from Friends of Mt. 
Graham and the San Carlos Tribal 
Council have been lobbying members 
of Congress to halt the telescope project 
now underway on Mt. Graham, Ari- 
zona. As a biological sky-island Mt. 
Graham is unparalleled. As the birth- 
place of San Carlos Apache heritage, 
culture and religion, Dzil nchaa si an 
(Mt. Graham) is most important. As a 
chance to reverse important breeches 
in our environmental and cultural pro- 
tection laws, the fight to protect Mt. 
Graham is crucial. What was undone 
in the University of Arizona's attempt 
to erect a Tower of Babel on Mt. Graham 
must be corrected, and there may ac- 
tually be a chance to start that pro- 
cess in Congress. Several members have 
expressed interest in legislation to pro- 
tect Mt. Graham. Rep. Jim Jontz, from 
Indiana, has sponsored a bill to correct 
the errors inherent in Title VI of the 
Arizona-Idaho Conservation Act (the 
rider that mandated the first three 
telescopes on Mt. Graham and exempts 
the projects from numerous laws). 
However, Rep. Jontz needs additional 
support from other members of the 
Interior Committee. 

The Friends of Mt Graham and the 
San Carlos Apache Tribal Council are 
urging people to write letters to their 
representatives, especially those on the 
Interior Committee, stressing the bio- 
logical importance of Mt. Graham. (It 
is the southernmost intact Spruce-Fir 
forest and home to at least eighteen 
endemic plant and animal species, in- 
cluding the Mt. Graham Red Squirrel.) 
Mt. Graham is also the most sacred 
mountain of the San Carlos Apache 
Tribe. Adding insult to injury, the 
University of Arizona is calling one of 
their telescopes the "Columbus 
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Project". 

Other news on Mt. Graham: The 
University of Arizona (UA) cops have 
been spotted patrolling the camp- 
grounds on the Mountain with auto- 
matic weapons. And from an Arizona 
Republic story: a Jesuit priest, Rev. 
Charles Polzer, affiliated with UA and a 
Vatican Observatory spokesperson has 
called opposition to the telescope 
project "part of the Jewish conspiracy" 
to "undermine and destroy the Catholic 
church". He has also publicly ques- 
tioned the religious freedom rights of 
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the San Carlos Apaches. For more 
information on the Mt. Graham cam- 
paign, call (602)326-251 1 or (602) 622- 
0477. 


Fear and Loathing 
of the Truth in 


New Mexico 


New Mexico environmentalists and 
civil libertarians were outraged in July 
when a district ranger on the Santa Fe 
National Forest threatened to censor 
signs and literature used in a protest of 
the proposed expansion of the Santa Fe 
Ski Area complex. The planned expan- 
sion is next to the Pecos Wilderness 
and would involve the construction of 
a chairlift, new roads and a large park- 
ing area. Forest Guardians, a Santa Fe 
environmental group, the Santa Fe City 
Council, and other civic and environ- 
mental organizations, have opposed 
the development. Lori Osterstock, 
Espanola District Ranger, told organiz- 
ers of a planned protest that they could 
not use signs or distribute information 
that the Forest Service considers false 
or misleading, adding that they could 
be fined tor distributing what the FS 
considered false information. Addi- 
tionally, Osterstock ruled that the 
protest could not be held in the ski area 
parking lot because it was a "developed 
recreation area", restricted to recre- 
ational uses only. (She apparently has 
not been to any Earth First! protests). 

Sam Hitt, with Forest Guardians 
.said, "This decision completely con- 
tradicts every free speech decision made 
by the Supreme Court. Together with 
the planned elimination of the appeals 
process, this action fits a disturbing 
pattern of attempts to restrict the rights 
of citizens to challenge actions of the 
government. The Forest Service has 
trashed the forest and now wants to 
cover their tracks by trashing the con- 
stitution." 

Osterstock apparently based her 
decisions on regulations governing 
special use permits, regulations that 
have been struck down by recent fed- 
eral court rulings as unconstitutional. 
The protest went ahead as scheduled, 
with over 150 people in attendance at 
the demonstration. 

-from Forest Watch magazine 

Protesters, Loggers Clash 


San Juan Earth First! and Ancient 
Forest Rescue are again challenging 
timber cutting in old-growth forests of 
the San Juan Mountains in Colorado. 
The 125 acre Quien Sabe timber sale, 
twelve miles north of Pagosa Springs, is 
now being cut by Wolf Creek Industries, 
formerly of California and now located 
in Pagosa Springs. A recent action to 
defend this old-growth took place 
September 7. 

During the early morning, an ac- 
tivist locked herself to the main access 
gate of the sale area. Soon after, hostile 
equipment operators arrived. Yelling 
obscenities, they shoved one activist to 
the ground and struck another. The 
locked activist's neck was injured when 
the hostiles budged the gate slightly. 
Protesters maintained their non-violent 
stance throughout the conflict. 

Soon loggers showed up, and talk 
between loggers and the activists were 
friendly. The sheriff and Forest Service 
were called to tbe scene, arriving six 
hours later. 

San Juan Earth First! and the An- 
cient Forest Rescue are planning more 
fall actions to contest increased cutting 
of old-growth in the San Juan Moun- 
tains, including at Sand Bench. To get 
involved in defending this magnificent 
area, call San Juan Earth First!, 719- 
385-4518. 


Bombs Away: 
Clearcutting and 
Tanks Threaten 
Gopher Tortoise 

Activists in the Southeast filed a 
notice of intent to sue Interior Secretary 
Manuel Lujan in June for failure to 
designate critical habitat for the 
threatened western gopher tortoise. 
The tortoise continues to be threatened 
by logging and military operations 
throughout its range, which extends 
from southern Florida to southern 
South Carolina across Georgia, Alabama 
into eastern Louisiana. Besides 
poachers, a major threat to the tortoise 
comes from a proposed expansion of 
military operations by the U.S. Army at 
Camp Chelby onto the Leaf River 
Wildlife Management Area in 
Mississippi's DeSoto National Forest, 
which contains the largest block of 
contiguous habitat. The Army Na- 
tional Guard, which has used portions 
of the forest for military training in the 
past, has applied for a special use per- 
mit from the Forest Service to operate 
tank manuevers on nearly 40,000 acres 
of the forest. In its recovery plan, the 
Fish & Wildlife Service says the area 
could provide habitat for 22,400 go- 



moming hours 

pher tortoises and could accomplish 
"the immediate goal of preventing the 
populations from becoming endan- 
gered." However, year-round firings 
from M-l tanks and Bradley fighting 
vehicles threaten many of the colony 
sites and burrows. 

-from Forest Watch magazine 

Scientists Find 
Old Growth Not 
Bouncing Back 
. . So What Else Is New? 

A study conducted on the Appala- 
chian forests found what forest activ- 
ists there already knew: forests that are 
clearcut do not readily recover into 
viable ecosystems. But this time it 
made the newspapers. The study, cited 
in the current issue of Conservation Bi- 
ology, looked at southern Appalachian 
forests that were clearcut nearly a 
century ago which still have not 
returned to their former condition, and 
may never do so. In fact, 87 years after 
the logging, the forests were no closer 
to returning to their original condition 
than sites cut 45 years ago. The Harvard 
University eggheads said the study was 


"incredible" and showed that a forest is 
"more than trees." "You get some- 
thing that looks like a forest," the sci- 
entists said, but what's missing is the 
forest ground cover, in this case, slow- 
growing ginseng and trillium, among 
other species. In the southern Appala- 
chians less than 1 percent of the old 
growth that once covered the eastern 
U.S. remains, and of course that 1 
percent is under attack by the Forest 
Service. The so-called "cove forests" of 
the southern Appalachians are valuable 
pockets of biodiversity, containing 
among the largest number of different 
plant species of any forest north of the 
tropics. 

— from the Daily News Record, 
Harrisonberg, Virginia 

Earth First! Protests 
Hydro Power in Vermont 

Early in the morning of August 
24th in Winooski, Vermont, an Earth 
First! climber scaled a 180 foot crane to 
unfurl a 64 foot banner which read 
"Earth First! NO DAMS! Free the 
Rivers". The purpose of this dramatic 
banner hanging was not only to protest 
the Winooski One hydro project which 
the crane was being used to build, but 
also every dam in Vermont that is up 
for relicensing or proposed expansion. 
In addition, this protest was aimed at 
the James Bay project (see update, In- 
ternational News), the mega hydro- 
project in northern Quebec which not 
only threatens an area nearly one tenth 
the size of the U.S., and all the critters 
who live therewith biological extermi- 
nation, but also threatens the native 
Cree and Innuit people with genocide 
through the flooding of their lands 
and the subsequent poisoning of their 
food and water supplies. 

After the banner had been fully 
unfurled for about half an hour, police 
and project head honcho John 
Warshow arrived and the crane was 
lowered and the banner ripped down. 
Crane climber Snaggletooth jumped off 
the crane and into the custody of 
Winooski police officers to shouts of 
protest from other EFiers on the scene. 

Biodiversity Liberation Front EF!'s 
presence continued after Snaggletooth 
was hauled off, and an exchange of 
words took place between EF!ers and 
Warshow, an anti-nuclear activist sell- 
out. Warshow insisted that not only 
did the project, which had blasted huge 
holes in the river's bedrock, not harm 
the river, it was actually benefitting it 
by allowing the upstream passage of 
fish, an event that had not occurred 
there for two hundred years. The 
method employed to facilitate this 
miraculous event is fish busing. With 


By Snaggletooth 

As I hear the air conditioners hum 
in the distance, a lone shot cries in the 
night 

4am: I’ve made my way to the foot 
of the crane. I see two flags almost 
hanging in the air. America over Ver- 
mont. Tempting bait but up I go. 168 
feet later it's 4:45. I've taken my time. 
Safety First! The day is just beginning 
and the pollution in the air makes great 
colors, the smell of deafish is every- 
where as the banner unfurled, 64 feet 
of social comment: "Earth First! No 
Dams! Free the Rivers. " In the hour and 
a half that I have been tying the banner 
down, the traffic has been building to 
a dull roar. As I began tying off the last 
comers, the first workmen showed up. 
Within twenty to thirty minutes, a 
dozen and a half workers and two po- 
lice cars had arrived. I didn't bother 


this, hatchery-raised fish are loaded 
into trucks below the dam and trucked 
upstream to be released so that sports 
fishermen can catch them. 

Such band-aid reform measures can 
only fail as they attempt to solve the 
problems of technology through the 
application of additional technology, 
a method which has never served any 
purpose other than to require even 
more technology in the future. If these 
people truly care about the spawning 
fish (which of course they do not; it is 
merely tourist dollars about which they 
are concerned) they will remove the 
dams and allow the fish to spawn up 
the free flowing rivers as they had for 
thousands of years before the rivers 
were severed. 

BLF has been publicly slammed for 
performing such an uneducated and 
downright ignorant protest of such a 
benign power source as small-scale 
hydro. However, when told about the 
protest and its negative reactions, James 
Bay Great Whale Chief Mathew Mukash 
said, "There is no good hydro." 

All in all, we succeeded in our goal 
of raising the debate about hydro- power 
by drawing people's attention to 
the negative impacts it has. 
Snaggletooth was even quoted in 
the paper as hoping that the people 
of Winooski get enlightened enough 
to invite him back to help blow up 
the dam. Perhaps this will inspire 
the critters of the river to do just that. 
— Biodiversity Liberation Front 

Road Proposed on 
Grand Sable Dunes 
National Lakeshore 

The Grand Sable Dunes rise a sharp 
300 feet from the shore of Michigan's 
Lake Superior. This is where the 
Puckwudjiniees (vanishing little men) 
of the Ojibway lived. The 
Puckwudjiniees were tricksters and may 
still be seen prancing over the hills and 
dancing among the dunes. This mag- 
nificent landscape, a product of glacial 
deposits, is approximately a mile from 
where the proposed Beaver Basin Rim 
Road will wreak its way through the 
largest roadless section of Pictured 
Rocks National Lakeshore. This road, if 
completed, will not only cut a scar 
through the largest roadless area in the 
Lakeshore but will also ruin at least 2 
miles of wilderness beach due to noise 
and ease of access. 

Pictured Rocks are home to a wide 
variety of mammals including Gray 
Wolf and Pine Marten, both of which 
would no doubt be adversely affected 
by a steady stream of four wheeled 
beasts through the middle of their 
continued on page 29 


taking the banner down as they sug- 
gested, so they lowered the crane and I 
jumped off ready to flee, but then sur- 
rendered. I relax as the banner is cut off 
the rig. The fat cop, smiley lieutenant, 
and Police Chief Steve McQueen thank 
me for brightening up their day. They 
snap on the cuffs and drive me two 
blocks into a big garage with power 
reinforced overhead doors, through the 
door on the left, chained to a bench 
and released an hour and a half later 
(they let me nap). After giving perti- 
nent information (shoe size, occupa- 
tion, etc) I walked out to news channel 
3 with the scoop. The day is hot, and 
the ozone thick in my throat but thin 
up above. I'm all greasy and dirty and 
I tell 'em when the people get a little 
more enlightened they'll be asking me 
to come back and blow up that dam! 
History proves that dams kill! 


Early Morning Climb 
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our friends at the World Bank, which 
has already sunk $450 million into the 
scheme. The report went so far as to 
tell the WB to suspend its aid to the 
project. The Bank, true to form, con- 
tinues to support the project, which, if 
completed, will displace 250,000 people 
and submerge 130,000 hectares of for- 
est. The Chief Minister in Gujarat State 
vows to continue construction of the 


would involve diverting the Moisie 
River's two tributaries, the Pikans and 
the Carheil. This would cut the river's 
flow by 40% at the confluence of the 
three rivers. The proposed dam project 
jeopardizes Quebec's giant salmon. In 
the spring, some 20,000 Atlantic 
salmon swim up the Moisie to spawn, 
making it the most important Atlantic 
salmon river in North America. 


Conoco Out, Maxus In 
Oil Company Threatens 
Ecuadorian Rainforest 

The Dallas-based oil company 
Maxus is starting construction of a 
road and oil pipeline in Ecuadorian 
rainforest. The construction is invad- 
ing the land of the Waorani, the most 
vulnerable of the Indian peoples in 
Ecuador. The Maxus Energy Corp. 
took over controlling interest in the 
area when Conoco, another U.S. oil 
company, pulled out, after consider- 
able pressure from rainforest activists 
and indigenous peoples groups. Maxus, 
however, intends to implement the 
same management plan as that devised 
by Conoco. The entire area, some 
200,000 hectares known as Block 16, is 
Waorani land, although some of it is 
not recognized by the government as 
such. The Ecuadorian Amazon has 
been divided into 'blocks', and compa- 
nies bid for the right to prospect for oil 
in each block. The Waorani, under- 
standably, are concerned that the pol- 
lution and devastation from road 
building and oil extraction will destroy 
their rainforest home, and their means 
to a livlihood. The Ecuadorian govern- 
ment recognized part of Waorani as 
Indian territory, but denied them the 
right to prevent oil companies operat- 
ing in this area. The 1600 Waorani are 
semi-nomadic hunter-gatherers and 
cultivate small plots within the forest 
to grow vegetables. They normally 
have little contact with anyone outside 
the group. 

Survival International is urging 
people to write to the Ecuadorian gov- 
ernment asking that they grant the 
Waorani the right to control their land. 
— from Action Survival for Tribal Peoples, 
a publication of Survival International, 
London, England 

30 Logging Protesters 
Arrested On Canada Day 


Although the Elders want a peace- 
ful settlement to this situation, they 
have said they will not leave the block- 
ade until their concerns are dealt with. 
First and foremost, there must be an 
unqualified commitment to stop all 
clear-cutting in the Northwest region. 
The coalition group is also demanding 
a full and independent environmental 
impact assessment on cutting needs 
for the Millar Western pulp mill, a 
legal mandate to manage forestry op- 
erations in the area according to tra- 
ditional practices and compensation 
for damages already done. 

They are asking supporters to 
phone or fax the provincial govern- 
ment and pressure them to withdraw 
the RCMP forces, drop all charges 
against the arrested blockaders, and 
begin immediate negotiations with the 


project. 

In South America, the Yacyreta 
Dam, on the Parana River between 
Paraguay and Argentina, is going back 
to the World Bank for more money. 
The 83 meter tall, 3600 MegaWatt dam 
with a 70 kilometer long reservoir has 
already more than tripled its original 
cost estimate of 1 .2 billion dollars. And 
it's still only 3/4 done. This one will 
displace 50,000 people and leave al- 
most a quarter million folks in Posadas 
with an open sewer at their doorsteps. 

And in China, the Three Gorges 
dam received approval from the 
People's Congress earlier this year. The 
dam will out over 1.5 million people 
and 115,000 acres of farmland. The 
dam is to be 600 feet high, cost over 
$11 billion, and take 18 years to con- 
struct. The reservoir behind the dam 


Elders towards a peaceful settlement, will be 250 miles long. A Chinese 
Urgent messages should be sent to the Academy of Sciences report declared 
following, please ask to speak with the project to have a negative cost/ 


the Executive Assistants: 

Hon. Roy Romanow, Pre- 
mier of Saskatchewan l 
Phone (306) 787-0958 f 
FAX (306) 787)0885 ji 

Hon. Darrel \\ 

Cunningham, Min. of Yi 
Parks and Ren . Resources ' 
Phone (306) 787-0953 or 
(306) 563)5888; 

Fax (306) 787)8747 
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benefit profile. The Chinese 
«. government is expected to 
\ ask the World Bank for 
r'v \ financing. 

, %\ — from World Rivers 
j Review, publication of 

,^ggl International Rivers 
SHr/ Network 


|jg/ James Bay II: 
y Down for the 
Count, But Not Gone 


Hon. Bob Mitchell, Att'y Gen.; Minis- 
ter of Justice/Indian Affairs 
Phone (306) 787-1891 or (306) 
384)8700 or (306) 373-4770 
Fax: (306) 787-1232 

You can also make a financial dona- 
tion to the Saskatoon Indigenous Coa- 
lition. All donations will be used to 
bring food and other necessities to the 
people at the blockade. Send dona- 
tions to: 

Saskatoon Indigenous Coalition, 824 
Broadway Avenue, Saskatoon, Sask., 
CANADA S7N 1B6 


After successive delays, Hydro- 
Quebec plans to move ahead next fall 
with phase two of the mega-project 
James Bay Hydro Project (see EF! Jour- 
nal, March 91') next fall. Although 
Hydro-Quebec no longer has a major 
U.S. client for the power it will gener- 
ate, they claim demand for electricity 
within Quebec "will rise 22% by the 
year 2000". Quebec has shown no 
interest in energy efficiency because it 
is locked into an antiquated focus on 
profit based on increased production. 
Phase I of the infamous project was 
started in the earlv 1970's without the 


For the Innu, the Moise is an issue 
that is central to their lifestyle, as sub- 
sistence salmon fishing remains their 
most important summer activity. In 
the past, the Innu used the Moise to 
gain access to their traditional hunting 
grounds where they spent the fall and 
winter to return to the coast of the 
Saint-Laurent every spring for the an- 
nual salmon run. 

Gilbert Pilot of La Coalition said, 
"Native people need the land and the 
only kind of development we are inter- 
ested in is sustainable development. 
Dams are out of the question." 

Starting May 3, Pilot led Coalition 
members on a 27-day march to 
Montreal to highlight the Innu's oppo- 
sition to the dam. 

"We are going to stop the project at all 
cost," says Pilot. He says his group will 
block the construction of an access 
road to the project site. "We will not 
resort to violence because it's not in 
our tradition, but we will use civil dis- 
obedience." 

Meanwhile, another half-built dam 
in the Project has become a point of 
conflict between Hydro Quebec and 
the Cree people who live there. The 
Cree have asked Hydro Quebec to 
withdraw its 5,000 employees at the 
LaForge dam in northern Quebec (in 
fact, sending an eviction notice in June 
to all non-Cree personnel at LF 1 camp) 
until a settlement is reached, but Hy- 
dro Quebec has refused. LaGrande River 
Cree say mercury has polluted their 
fishing waters. Hydro Quebec, for their 
part, claim to have "sweetened" their 
offers of financial compensation. 

The LaForge project was only men- 
tioned in general terms in the 1975 
James Bay and Northern Quebec 
Agreement. Instead it was referred to 
only as a possible project which was 
still under study at the time. 
from the Gazette, the Burlington Free Press, 
the Montreal Mirror and from the Chisasibi 
Band Council, Quebec. 

Gee Whiz G 7 


Police SWAT teams moved in on a 
group of Aboriginal people peacefully 
blocking logging roads in Northern 
Saskatchewan in late June. Over 40 
officers from the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police (RCMP) surrounded 
the Elders and their supporters and 
arrested 31 people. Since mid-May, El- 
ders have been leading the effort to 
stop clearcutting operations in the 
Northwest region of Saskatchewan. 
They have maintained a peaceful 
blockade, seeking a sustainable ap- 
proach to the forest resources on which 
they depend. The RCMP have said 
they will return to the blockade. The 
Elders have vowed to remain. Meetings 
with the Provincial Deputy Minister of 
Natural Resources and representatives 
of NorSask, Mistik Management and 
Meadow Lake Tribal Council (MLTC) 
proved to be unsuccessful. 


Phone: 306-665-5962 Fax: 306-933- 
4346 

— from EcoNet, Milton Bom With A Tooth 
on behalf of the Indigenous Peoples' Envi- 
ronmental Caucus. 

One Bank, Three Dams 

Indian environmentalists got a 
boost recently when an independent 
review panel gave thumbs-down to 
the Narmad^project, scheduled to 
build 30 large dams and up to three 
THOUSAND smaller ones. The project, 
centered in the Indian state of Gujarat, 
has met popular resistance from the 
NBA, or Save the Narmada Movement. 
The three member commission which 
released the independent report is 
headed by Bradford Morse, former head 
of the United Nations Development 
Program. The report was paid for by 


knowledge or agreement of the Cree 
people who have inhabited the area for 
5,000 years, and without regard for the 
native wildlife including walrus, cari- 
bou and beluga whales. 

Action by Quebec Premier Robert 
Bourassa has made it clear that Phase II 
will bring more outrages. He was the 
only Canadian premier to boycott the 
Constitutional Conference on Ab- 
original Rights, and has not ordered an 
environmental impact study on the 
effects of building more huge dams. 
His goal, as he explained in his book, 
Power From the North, is to dam all major 
James Bay rivers and ultimately to dam 
the Bay itself for his Grand Canal 
scheme. 

Members of La Coalition pour 
Nitassinan (the Coalition for Our Ter- 
ritory) have been opposing the $2 bil- 
lion Sainte-Marguerite HI project which 


In July, the Munich "World 
Economic Summit" (known as the G7 
Conference, featuring the seven most 
selfish industrial countries), got off to a 
good start with the arrest of 450 anar- 
chists for whistling at Chancellor Kohl 
of Germany. Whilst the leaders of the 
world scoffed pork, Schnapps and 
champagne along with the 5000 strong 
media ensemble trouble was brewing 
in the discontented streets of Munich. 
As the planet's most powerful men 
kissed doll-like children in Bavarian 
dress in the Max Josef Platz, the Bavar- 
ian Gestapo riot police had surrounded 
the remnant of a peaceful demonstra- 
tion andwere clubbing repeatedly with 
two foot batons and pulling people by 
their hair. Besides the anarchos, eight 
activists and two journalists were 
roughed up and arrested after hanging 
a banner calling for the closure of 
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Czechoslovakian nuclear power sta- 
tions. 

This year's summit, made up of 
the leaders of America, Canada, Brit- 
ain, France, Germany, Italy and Japan, 
consisted of only ten hours of talks and 
proved to be more of an orgy of con- 
sumption than any dishonest attempt 
to "liberalize" world trade. The G7 
rates as one of the most disgusting, 
time-wasting, multi-million dollar 
wanks within the international politi- 
cal agenda. Environmental concerns 
only appeared on the agenda in 1985 
with calls for "cooperation" on envi- 
ronmental problems to be solved by 
"harnessing governmental vigilance 
and the disciplines of the market" fol- 
lowed in 1989 with calls for "a deter- 
mined and concerted international re- 
sponse." 

Those disturbing the G7 included 


unsung bus driver of the Earth First! 
UK Roadshow, complete with 
dreadlocks and the Earth First! "No 
Fucking Compromise" T-shirt, man- 
aged to gain access to the press com- 
pound to collect his free goodies. And 
so it happened that Georgie Bush, 
Johnny Major, Helmut Kohl and Boris 
Yeltsin came face to face with dissent 
at last. 

For environmental activists, the 
response to global environmental 
problems has yet to come. The Munich 
statement contains no substantive ac- 
tion of any kind, and merely calls on 
governments to "seek to ratify" con- 
ventions, "work to protect species," 
"improve monitoring of the global en- 
vironment" and establish new com- 
missions to implement the very weak 
positions they reached during the Earth 
Plummet. 

It would be naive to believe that 





Human body lock, Clayoquot Bridge action, July 31, 1992 


seven Earth Firstiers from Britain join- 
ing forces with Pro Regenwald (Ger- 
man rainforest group) and our groups 
from around Europe. There were con- 
tinuous demonstrations throughout 
the summit starting with the march of 
15,000 people calling for global equity 
who met a gratuitously violent response 
from the 10,000 police in Munich. A 
wheat field on the flight path to the 
airport was artfully thinned by Pro 
Regenwald and Artists for Nature into 
19 meter long letters reading "G7 Stop 
Killing Nature." Throughout the G7 
there was a vigil in the Marien Platz 
and an extinction clock under the 
Rathaus clock with the G7 figureheads 
spearing creatures walking around. 

Bruno Manser, founder of the Soci- 
ety for Threatened People's, followed 
his protest on top of a lamp post at last 
year's summit in London, by abseiling 
off the church tower of Alt Peter with 
another climber and dropping a ban- 
ner reading, "Stop Imports of Tropical 
Timber! SOS Sarawak." This coincided 
with a huge rally organized by Die 
Grunen (Green Party) where 8,000 
people gathered in the city center. As 
the crowd listened to speeches and 
danced to reggae rhythms, Bruno and 
friend unfurled their banner from their 
perch 200 feet above the square. Subse- 
quently, the church was taken over by 
the police as the crowd booed and 
hissed at the armour-clad protectors of 
the capitalist nightmare. True to form, 
the police, unable to retrieve the two 
dangling activists and their anti-tropi- 
cal timber banner, proceeded to rough 
up some tourists who had by chance 
been in the church at the same time. 

On the last day, the leaders, con- 
tent with their extravaganza in the old 
residence of the Bavarian Royal Fam- 
ily, were met by a group of angry greens 
who were waiting for them in their 
separate national press conferences. 
Gaining press accreditation was sur- 
prisingly easy. Even Greg Haynes, the 


the G7 meeting has ever existed to 
make hard decisions. For the heads of 
the richest governments in the world, 
the meeting is a backdrop to impress 
their electorates with their world 
standing. The host country uses the 
meeting to promote its historic sites to 
tourists. 

— fake Burbridge & George Marshall, 
Earth First! London. 

Brazil's Indian Wars 

Conflicts raged in several parts of 
Brazil in recent weeks as a result of the 
noncompliance by the Brazilian gov- 
ernment, of constitutional obligations 
in relation to Indian peoples. These 
conflicts could be avoided if measures 
such as the removal of invaders from 
Indian lands were taken. 

A woodcutter was arrow-shot to 
death on July 3 by Uru-Eu-Wau-Wau 
Indians in the Amazon state of 
Rondonia. The men and his two 
brothers had been removing hardwood 
from the Indian lands for several 
months. 

Invasions of the Uru-Eu- W au- Wau 
area has become more intense in re- 
cent times. Through INCRA (Coloni- 
zation and Land Reform Institute), the 
government itself issued several title 
deeds for lands included in the Indian 
territory, in addition to settling fami- 
lies of tenant farmers there. Although 
the demarcation of this territory was 
homologated in October of last year, 
the invasions were not halted, particu- 
larly those of woodcutters. The killing 
of the woodcutter was a new warning 
that the Uru-Eu-Wau-Wau Indians, 
who live in virtual isolation, will not 
accept further invasions of their lands. 
Indians Abducted 
In the state of Maranhao, in the so- 
called Brazilian pre- Amazonian region, 
the fight between the Guajajara Indi- 
continued on page 25 


Regional, continued 
variety of mammals including Gray 
Wolf and Pine Marten, both of which 
would no doubt be adversely affected 
by a steady stream of four wheeled 
beasts through the middle of their 
habitat. Bald Eagle and Osprey can be 
found on Beaver Lake, which at the 
moment is a clear lake set back from 
Superior. The road would also "elimi- 
nate locally" 8 of the 15 species of 
bryophytes considered rare or uncom- 
mon by researchers. 

What You Can Do: 

Write Letters - Tell your 
Congresspeople now that you are 
strongly opposed to Public Law 89- 
668, Oct. 15, 1966. This is the law 
which requires the construction of the 
Beaver Basin Rim Road. Write 

the Lakeshore Superintendent Grant 
Peterson, Pictured Rocks National 
Lakeshore, P.O. Box 40, Sand Point, 
Munising, Michigan, 49862-0040. Ask 
him to stop this madness. 

— by Jay Tatara, Red Cedar Earth First! 


More Injury At Wounded 
Knee 

Elders of the Lakota Sioux nation urge 
concerned citizens to contact 
the United States Congress immedi- 
ately to defeat resolution 9285, which 
would take away the sacred Wounded 
Knee site to make a National Park. If 
passed, the Wounded Knee site would 
no longer be Indian land and mineral 
rights would be given to the US gov- 
ernment. Six hundred Sioux would be 
displaced and their homes condemned. 
No provisions have been made for relo- 
cation. 

For further information contact 
Walter Littlemoon (after 7 p.m. Cen- 
tral time) at (605) 288-1907 or Johnice 
(11-7 Eastern time) at (704) 658-0123. 
— from EcoNet 

Beer Boycott! 

The American Indian Movement and 
the Wisconsin Greens have called a 
boycott of the Heileman Brewing 
Company over the company's bottling 
of "Crazy Horse" Malt Liquor. Indians 
are incensed over the naming of an 
alcoholic product after a warrior and 
spiritual leader like Crazy Horse. In- 
cluded in the boycott is LaCroix Min- 
eral Water, along with the following 
brews: Old Style; Red, White & Blue; 
Mickey's; Rainier; Blatz; Kingsbury; St. 
Ide's; Schmitt; Colt 45; Special Export; 
and Carling Black Label. Pisswaters 
anyway. If you want to get more info 
on the boycott, contact "Heileman 
Boycott" c/o AIM, 2300 Cedar Ave, 
Minneapolis, MN 55404. 

Shawnee Update 

Amidst an air of apparent calm, 
various legal motions, criminal trials, 
and Congressional initiatives edge to- 
ward radical reform in the Shawnee 
National Forest. In recent years the 
Shawnee forest in southern Illinois has 
provided some of the most progressive 
management plan revisions and fed- 
eral legislative reform in the National 
Forest system. The Forest Service has 
been forced to publicly re-evaluate and 
even revise their mismanagement 
policies. 

Although rare and beautiful habitat 
was lost through the logging of the 
Fairview sale in August of last year, the 
Forest Service may have sealed their 
own fate by cutting in defiance of Con- 
gressional and public appeal. 

Riding a wave of public debate in- 
spired by dozens of arrests last year, 
Representative Sidney Yates has intro- 
duced a directive to the 1993 FS budget 
that would ban all timber sales in the 


Shawnee National Forest. The fate of 
the directive will be debated by both 
the House and Senate as the bill goes to 
committee. The agency's renegade 
style of corporate welfare logging had 
already been cramped by provisions in 
the 1991 Interior Appropriations bill, 
which outlaws clearcutting in the 
Shawnee. 

The Forest Service's new Draft For- 
est Management Plan allows for only 
two thirds less timbering and has pro- 
posed an increase in cutting for alleged 
"wildlife" openings, along with the 
removal of thousands of acres of pines 
under the guise of "ecological restora- 
tion." 

Recently both Joe Glisson, and Bill 
Cronin of R.A.C.E. filed appeals chal- 
lenging those policies. Stays were 
granted, virtually bringing to a halt 
timber sale preparation in the forest. 

"We have them by the gonads, and 
they want to talk," said Glisson, refer- 
ring to a recent phone conversation he 
had with Norbert Boe, the new acting 
manager of the Shawnee. Glisson re- 
ports that Boe wishes to meet with 
both litigants to discuss possible con- 
cessions. Glisson also stated that Boe 
has replaced the former forest manager 
Sallee until his permanent replacement 
arrives. Earth First! has long demanded 
Sallee's dismissal. Also, the new acting 
manager has indicated that there would 
be no cutting this election year due to 
concerns in Washington of noisy 
protests. As reported by AP, the Forest 
Service spent in excess of $315,000 in 
law enforcement alone to defend 
against Earth First! 's interference dur- 
ing last year's cut. 

By Steve Taylor of the Big River Earth 
First! (in exile) 

Wolf Hearings in Helena 

On Tuesday, August 18, public 
hearings on wolf reintroduction in 
Yellowstone and central Idaho were 
held in Boise, Idaho, Cheyenne, Wyo- 
ming, and Helena, Montana, where I 
attended. Although reintroduction is 
mandated in the Endangered Species 
Act, and hearings were previously held, 
Montana (and livestock industry) Rep- 
resentative Ron Marlenee succeeded 
in calling new hearings — a blatant stall 
tactic and attempt to weaken the ESA. 

Before the hearing there was a rally 
in support of wolf reintroduction 
which was mostly bull but had a few 
highlights, including musical perfor- 
mances by Keith Hammer, Walkin' 
Jim Stoltz, and Flathead Indian Reser- 
vation representative Jack Gladstone. 
Also, local movie celebrity Andie 
McDowell spoke, hinting at 
biocentrism, but avoiding the term. 

The hearing itself was eight hours 
of bureaucratic crap. The only mildly 
entertaining event came when a repre- 
sentative of Marlenee was drowned 
out by passionate wolf howls and 
screams of "Bullshit! Bullshit!" The 
crowd was quickly subdued by threats 
to stop the hearing. 

Good points were made by wolf 
advocates, including several ranchers, 
but no one really spoke the TRUTH: 
that livestock is wasting the west, that 
bison and elk herds should be allowed 
to migrate wherever instinct takes 
them, and that wolves are more im- 
portant than profit! These points were 
not mentioned among the manage- 
ment alternatives, which range from 
"No Wolves" to "Accelerated Recov- 
ery" (which allows for the destruction 
of wolves roaming outside set bound- 
aries). I recently submitted the "No 
Cows" alternative, which proposes to 
ban all domestic sheep and cattle in 
the ecosystem, to reintroduce a new 
population of grey wolves, and stop 
all Animal Damage Control activities 
in a newly complete ecosystem. 

Ten days prior to the hearings, a 

continued on page 29 
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Sikhote Alin 

The Old World Wild 

by David Vermont 

Do you remember, back just before ing from the trees, the dappled paths, Hyundai? The car 
most of us got here, when the forests the little old woodcutter. I still belong manufacturer? Well, 
covered this land? There were so many to Siberia at some level, and I will be if the 

trees! You might travel for days and damned, in more ways than one, if it megacorporations 
not come out of them. They knit goes under the chainsaw. Call it woo- know anything about 
together the earth and sky in a loose woo, but it's time to defend the diversity, it's in their 
weave, and in the dusky light of the storyland of the inner child. Come, investment portfolios, 
inner forest that boundary became heroes. The car business is just 

blurred. Massive trunks fell and rotted Siberia is taiga. The huge central a part of Hyundai Re- 
and bedded new growth, and what and eastern mass of Russia, it has for- sources Development 
might seem terra fimia would give way ests equal in size to the continental US. Com pany of South 
and drop you through into the hidden These contain over half of the world's Korea, which has re- 
streambed. These dark and tangled conifers, and a quarter of the world's putedly contracted to 
woods held the secrets and strengths of inventoried wood volume. log roughly half a mil- 

many creatures. Those who are not won over by lion acres in the far 

At the edges of this continental huge decadent forests for their own eastern region of 
forest, where the wild hills fell into the sake may find their greatest value in Primorsky Krai, 
sea, bright tides of salmon, mad with retarding global warming. Scientists Primorsky Krai 

rut, pushed up rivers unsilted by over- suggest that while the taiga stores about exemplifies the rich 
grazing and unchecked by dams. Great half as much carbon (approximately diversity of Siberia. Its 
bears, fat and implacable, feasted on 40 trillion tons) as does the Amazon primary mountain 
whale carcasses on the beach. Within jungle, it pulls more carbon from the range, the Sikhote 
this forest people lived, took their fill, atmosphere than do tropical forests. If Alin, is the last strong- 
and died and were taken back in. This it is cut, it will contribute to global hold of the Siberian or 
was a good home then, for all of us: the warming; if it is left standing, it will Amur tiger. The 
small things that nested in the woods, offset warming. Of course, this value is Sikhote Alin is covered with a mixed upon which the indigenous Udege 
and the awful predators that roamed one that appeals more to global ecolo- coniferous and broadleaf forest that people and much wildlife depends, as 
through them. Oh, we have lost so gists than to local economists, and it's includes cedar, larch, spruce, fir, and well as cut into the heart of tiger habi- 
much! the economists who usually make the pine, and oak, ash, elm, and maple, tat. Despite Russian law requiring the 

Can you remember? — not so long decisions. Lindens and poplars grow to eleven equivalent of an EIS, and the opposi- 

ago yet. We need to bring it back, to The forests of the taiga have been feet in diameter and provide dens for tion of the Udege and the ecological 

remember and get out of the way and logged by archaic and inefficient the Ussuri black bear. The terrain is committee of the Regional Legislature, 
let it return. But does it still exist? The methods. American companies claim steep and in many places the soil is the local Forest Service in Vladivostok 
real wild? that by bringing in state-of-the-art cut- shallow, leading to periodic blow- granted Hyundai permission to cross 

In places, yes. Where mosquitoes ting technology they would reduce downs in high winds. Many parts of into the upper reaches of the Bikin 
and plagues and heat have stretched ecological damage. Well, you and I the forest are consequently thick with River, which drains into the Ussuri. At 
nets across the jungle, and native people have seen state-of-the-art the ecologi- windfalls, which form a preferred habi- the time of this writing, Moscow has 
still hold lands against the onslaught, cal damage of the megacorporations, tat for Far Eastern brown bears (cousins ordered the local government to stop 
These tropical places are so valuable, in and, frankly, I prefer the inefficiency of the griz), tigers, and the almost ex- any logging in the Bikin. The watch 
and of themselves, for their many spe- which has so far kept most of Siberia tinct East Siberian leopard, which dens group composed of Udege hunters and 
cies and peoples and for the rest of the uncut. in cluttered, steep, inaccessible thick- Cossacks has withdrawn from their post 

world. But they are far from our own Many of the forests have burned, ets. This tangled type of forest is the at the top of the watershed for now. 

biotype and our imagination; they do but studies of the fire ecology of the kind of habitat that disappears forever But the forests of the Ussuri basin 

taiga are non-existent or unavailable, with logging, be it "sustainable" or have not net received permanent pro- 

What we do know is that deforestation not. tection, and Hyundai continues to cut 

by the ax, and perhaps also by fire, has Like the leopard, the tiger is in along the coast. The Primorsky forest 
led to serious ecological problems. In grave danger, with perhaps two or three industry is threatening to sue the For- 
the far north, where the forests provide hundred remaining in the wild. The est Service for $60 million in damages 
a layer of insulation above the perma- tigers seek seclusion and will leave an if they are not allowed to cut into the 
frost, areas which have been exposed area if human activity — such as log- Bikin watershed. Governor Kuznetsov 
will thaw down a few feet, without ging or hunting — becomes frequent, has said that he will fulfill his obliga- 
being able to drain, and form bogs They inhabit river valleys and flood- tions to Hyundai unless ordered not to 
which inhibit reforestation. Inmoun- plain riverine forests, but den in se- by President Yeltsin. While we need to 
tainous terrain, deforestation has led eluded mountains, in caves or under find out much more about Siberia, and 
to erosion and the consequent degra- overhangs, in cliff fissures or steep can- come up with some long-term preser- 
not hold bears and wolves and salmon dation of fisheries — a story that is of yons. They are the largest members of vation proposals and strategies for it as 
and the effect that their presences have course all too familiar to us, and in the cat family, and will prey on wolves a whole and for the Sikhote Alin in 
on the psyche. Yet there is a place that every language has the same ending: and bear as well as the wide variety of particular, we need to respond to the 
does, a great temperate wilderness left the destruction of a sustainable local ungulates in the area: wild boar, elk, cifrrent threat from Hyundai immedi- 
until recently largely forgotten in vague economy to profit a distant corpora- moose, serow, gorals, and musk, roe, ately. 

rumors of blizzards and prison camps, tion. spotted and Manchurian deer. They What you ran do: There are some 

across a cold sea and on the other side In spite of logging and fires, per- will also eat birds, small animals, fish, letters you can write, and I'll give you 

of the iron curtain. As far from civiliza- haps half of the taiga (the size of the US insects, berries, fruit, pine nuts and the addresses in a minute. But this 
tion as you could get. Siberia. west of the Mississippi ) is old growth, carrion, but they rarely take livestock, forest is in immanent danger, and be- 

Okay, okay, it's probably not that These great forests, like those of the and even more rarely attack humans, fore your letter arrives you should be 
pristine. Just goddamn it, I have to tropics, have been protected until now The indigenous people, who still on the phone or fax to these people, 
write this way sometimes. I can't be- not by law but by inaccessibility, a maintain a somewhat traditional And you should go down to your local 
lieve that just everywhere the land is word increasingly meaningless to the lifestyle, consider killing the tiger ta- Hyundai dealership and leave a mes- 
despoiled and in the hands of greedy market economy. The deforestation boo, and Russian law provides an ex- sage. 

bureaucrats serving an arrogant and giants of the western world (and the temal prohibition for those who do Okay, here are the addresses: 

ignorant people. And Siberia, in a West now wraps all the way across the not have an innate one. The threat to Hyundai USA, 10550 Talbert Ave., 
roundabout way, connects me cultur- Pacific to include Japan and Korea; the the tiger comes not from depredation Fountain Valley, CA 92728, fax 714- 
ally to the place I live. Because much of very border of East and West is the Si- by humans, but from increasing loss of 965-3816; Hyundai South Korea, 
the Siberian forest, the taiga, is like the berian coast) are closing in and making habitat. K.P.O. Box 92, Seoul, South Korea, fax 

Wild Rockies. I have enough sense of bids. Weyerhauser is negotiating to Currently the greatest loss is from 011-82-2-741-2341; President Boris 
this land to know my cultural brevity cut land that had been proposed as a the logging which has come with the Yeltsin, The Kremlin, Moscow, Russia, 
here (the 100-150 year old "tradition" reserve along the coast of Khabarovsk opening of the Soviet Union to the 117296; Governor Vladimir S. 
of genocide and resource extraction Krai. Louisiana-Pacific is shopping in- world market. Hyundai is busily strip- Kuznetsov, Primorsky Regional Ad- 
that Montana patriots are so proud of) land for Siberian logs that cannot be ping the woods along the coast, where ministration, Leninskaya str. 22, 
and the consequent lack of depth in imported raw to the States because of the Sikhote Alin falls into the Sea of Vladivostok 690110, Primorsky Krai, 
my understanding of it. But I come, parasites, so it’s convenient that they've Japan. Hyundai is poised to cross the Russia, fax 011-7-4232-221-019 
culturally, from the woods of Russia, been setting up mills in Mexico. But mountains and begin working their Hyundai needs to know that you 

and I do, at some level, remember: the while these and other American corpo- way down the watershed of the Ussuri will actively promote a boycott if they 

forests which stretched to the east for- rations have been circling in for the River, which drains the west side of the keep cutting. The Russians need to 
ever. There the huntsman followed kill, the trees on the coast are already Sikhote Alin north into the Amur, and know they stand more to gain by pro- 
file red deer, the children gathered falling to another timber giant: east into the Pacific. This would begin tecting their land than by selling it off . 
berries. I remember the wolves watch- Hyundai. thedegradationoftheentirewatershed, 

Page 16 Earth First! Mahon 1992 






FBI Targets 
ALF Activists 

The ALF Campaign against the Fur Farm Industry 


by Rod Coronado, Coalition Against Fur 
Farms (and EF! Journal wire reports) 

Over the last year, the Animal Lib- 
eration Front (ALF) has raided five major 
fur farm facilities in the United States. 
These actions have cost the industry 
over two million dollars, destroyed 
research and development data least. 

The ALF is no stranger to the fur 
trade. In Britain, ALF have liberated 
thousands of mink, fox, and rabbits 
from fur farms and, with a vigorous 
campaign in '88, forced every major 
department store to stop carrying furs. 

Here in the U.S., the ALF has fo- 
cused its campaign mainly at a retail 
level. Last year the ALF began "Op- 
eration Bite Back" in western states. 
Activists across the country have van- 
dalized fur shops, burned down a pelt 
processing facility and a feed distrib- 
uting business, rescued animals and 
destroyed important research experi- 
ments conducted for the fur farm in- 
dustry. The Northwest is an appropriate 
target area, as Oregon and Washington 
rank fifth and sixth in fur production 
in the U.S., with 95 farms slaughtering 
750,000 mink annually. 

Operation Bite Back's greatest im- 
pact has been on the research and 
development end of the fur industry. 
Today, at a time of depressed pelt val- 
ues, any scientific advancement that 
lowers overhead is vital, as the industry 
is suffering overproduction and facing 
growing social unacceptance. On av- 
erage, a mink farmer spends between 
$16 and $29 per animal before pelting. 
The average price paid per pelt at auc- 
tion is just $25.50. The industry is 
walking a fine line between profit and 
bankruptcy, and ALF may be just the 
element to push it over the edge. 

ALF BITES BACK 

#1: Corvallis, Oregon, June 10, 1991 


# 3: Pullman, Wahington, August 12, 
1991 

THE ALF claims responsibility for 
a multi-building break-in at Wash- 
ington State University. Twenty- three 
mink, coyotes and mice are rescued 
from the USDA's Fur Animal Research 
Facility, where experiments are being 
conducted on native wildlife. WSU 
serves the industry as a fur animal 
disease research unit. Documents, 
including photographs and experi- 
mental records, are seized, computers 
smashed and sulfuric acid is sprayed 
over the entire data base, causing seri- 
ous damage. 

An ALF communique issued to the 
press after the raid states, "We believe 
that coyotes, mink, beaver, otter, 
marten and fisher have the right to 
live unmolested in their native habi- 
tat without the fear of exploitation by 
the fur and livestock industries. Until 
coyotes and other animals live free 
from the tortuous hand of humankind, 
no industry or individual is safe from 
fur animal liberation. The ALF has just 
begun to fight." 

#4: Yamhill, Oregon, December 21, 
1991 

A blaze rips through a mink pro- 
cessing plant at Malecky Mink Ranch. 
The farm, when in full operation, killed 
from 4-5,000 mink annually before 
processing their skins to sell to a New 
York company. The building that 
owner Hyneck Malecky describes as 
the heart of his operation, containing 
a pelt drying room, feed mixing 
equipment, skinning racks, drying 
drums, fleshing machines, freezers and 
a workshop, is destroyed. There were 
no injuries. An anonymous caller to 
KGW-TV, Portland, says the ALF ac- 
cepts responsibility for the destruction 


responsible. A $35,000 reward was 
posted by the Fur Breeders for ALF, and 
the state Senate in Oregon passed a bill 
making it a crime to rescue animals and 
damage vivisection labs. The state of 
Washington quickly followed suit and 
state lawmakers passed a bill outlawing 
the rescue of animals on fur farms and 
in laboratories. In a letter to the U.S. 
Attorney General, the National Board 
of Fur Farm Organizations (NBFFO) 
asked for priority attention from the 
FBI, saying, "only the FBI has the au- 
thority, expertise and technical sup- 
port to put an end to the ALF's violence." 

The ALF has long been a subject of 
interest to the FBI. Over 100 raids on 
animal research labs in the U.S. have 
been documented over the last 10 years, 
but not one injury has occurred, and 
not one activist has been convicted. In 
further attempts to drive a wedge be- 
tween the ALF and above-ground 
groups, the Fur Farm Animal Welfare 
Coalition, a fur industry front group, 
held a press conference in Seattle call- 
ing on "legitimate" animal groups to 
condemn the ALF's actions against its 
industry and also called for a boycott of 
those groups which did not do so. The 
Progressive Animal Welfare Society's 
(PAWS) Mitchell Fox responded, "We 
will not change our mission statement 
according to desperate industry flacks 
whose careers depend on propping up 
cruel and unnecessary suffering." The 
Coalition Against Fur Farms issued a 
statement in support of ALF saying that 
we would rather be criminals who free 
native animals than law-abiding citi- 
zens who break their necks. FBI and the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire- 
arms (BATF), began investigations. In 
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Oregon State University's Experi- 
mental Fur Farm is raided by the ALF. 
Damage was estimated at $150,000. 
However, the greatest blow to the re- 
searcher was the loss of records, log- 
books and data. Immunization records 
detailing the genetic history of the 
mink were removed, leaving research- 
ers with little evidence to continue 
experimentation. At the completion 
of these experiments the mink are 
gassed. Their pelts are then sold 
through the Seattle Fur Exchange with 
proceeds going back into further ex- 
perimentation. 

In a press release issued after the 
raid, the ALF stated, "This action is in 
direct response to the exploitation and 
environmental terrorism committed 
daily by the fur industry. As long as the 
electrocution, gassing and enslavement 
of animals continues, similar actions 
by the ALF will continue, until the last 
fur farm is burnt to the ground. Expect 
to hear from us...." 

#2: Edmonds, Washington, June 15, 
1991 

Using information obtained form 
the OSU break-in, the ALF strikes the 
Northwest Fur-Breeders Cooperative, 
igniting a three-alarm fire that destroys 
one quarter of the facility and causes 
$800,000 in damages. The facility acts 
as a distribution center for newly de- 
veloped mink diets that have proven 
cost effective. By striking the Coopera- 
tive, the ALF interfered with the most 
crucial element of mink and fox farm- 
ing — diet. 


#5: East Lansing, Michigan, February 
27, 1992 

In the first action of its kind in 
Michigan ,the ALF raids Michigan State 
University's Experimental Fur Farm 
and breaks into the office of head 
researcher Richard Aulerich. Two mink 
are rescued and later released. An 
incendiary device ignites the offices of 
the Fur Animal Research Unit. Over 
thirty-two years of research data 
compiled for the fur farm industry, 
some yet to be published, is lost in the 
blaze, causing $125,000 in damage. 

The ALF distributed a press release 
condemning fur animal research. "If 
ALF is considered terrorists due to our 
prioritizing of life over profit and 
property, then we accept that label 
with pride. But ALF sees terrorism as 
the forced ingestion of toxic substances 
into innocent victims, gas chambers 
operated for vanity and the continued 
environmental destruction by chemi- 
cal companies ready to poison the 
earth and its inhabitants for money. 

We have just begun to fight!" 

By targeting the main recipients 
of mink industry funding, the ALF not 
only destroyed valuable data, but also 
created a media wave that resulted in 
public exposure of the fur farm issue. 
It is now up to the rest of us to follow 
the call of the wild and fight back 
against animal exploitation. 

Following the ALF actions at OSU 
and the Northwest Fur Breeders, in- 
dustry and law enforcement agencies j 
began to search for the ALF members 


On March 16, 1992 I became 
aware of my targeting by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI). Although 
I have been known to the FBI for my 
outspoken stance in defense of non- 
violent direct action since November 
1986, it was pnly after the Animal 
Liberation Front's (ALF) successful five 
raids on major fur farm facilities in 
1991-92 that I learned of an actual 
warrant issued for my arrest. 

Whether I was actually in- 
volved in the actions the FBI accuses 
me of should not matter, only that an 
individual who supports breaking the 
law to defend non-human life is the act 
the U.S. government fears most. Or 
more specifically, the fact that an in- 
dividual is not intimidated by the 
threats against his/her own safety by 
the government shows that more force 
is necessary to neutralize dissident citi- 
zens. Let the lives (or deaths) of Ameri- 
can Indian Movement (AIM) activists 
Anna Mae Aquash, Pedro Bissonette, 
Tina Trudell and her family be the 
proof of that statement. All were 
ruthlessly murdered after less violent 
tactics failed to silence them. 

Some may feel that such tactics 
are something that could not be toler- 
ated or practiced today against politi- - 
cal activists. Such is the thinking of 
those unfamiliar with the U.S. practice 
of repression in its two hundred and 
twentyyear history. The U.S. has never j 
ceased nor will they ever cease the/ j 
practice of murder against non-white j 
people that threatened their powder j 


October '91, the FBI visited my par- 
ents' home saying they were suspi- 
cious of my involvment with ALF and 
CAFF. They made the unfounded ac- 
cusation that I was working with ex- 
plosives and was therefore a threat to 
society. However, this is not the first 
time I have been a target of FBI harass- 
ment. Since '86, 1 have spoken in favor 
of non-violent direct action and have 
accepted responsibility for sinking 
whaling ships, destroying whale pro- 
cessing and research equipment, 
smashing fur shops, sabotaging trophy 
hunts and, most recently, the purchase, 
rehabilitation and illegal release of 
mink, bobcats and lynx from a fur 
farm. 

In November, I was featured in a 
news story about the ALF on KGW-TV 
in Portland. Following the broadcast, 
WSU police concluded that/based on 
my statements, I must be responsible 
for the ALF raid on WSU. Backing these 
accusations with the speculation that I 
resembled a composite sketch, the 
Spokane FBI decided they now had a 
candidate for prosecution. 

Following the MSU raid, an FBI docu- 
ment reveals that "Special Agent Hous- 
ton stated that the Animal Liberation 
Front, in particular Rodney Adam 
Coronado, was responsible for the de- 
struction of animal research facilities 
at Washington State University." 

Then, in the first week of May this 
year, a helicopter landed in the Siskiyou 
mountains of Oregon loaded with fed- 
eral agents with automatic weapons. 
Stating they had a warrant for my ar- 
rest, they searched my recently va- 
cated cabin and other areas in the re- 
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structure. South Africa modeled their 
system of apartheid after that of the 
U.S. Indian reservation system, and 
the structure of covert operations in 
Central American and Asia was based 
on past experience gained through re- 
pression of Native Americans in the 
U.S. 

As the truth behind ecological 
and social destruction begins to be 
seen as a business as usual attitude of 
the U.S. government, those that dis- 
cover it will be the modern victims of 
U.S. death squads. Especially those 
who act outside of the law to prevent 
its continued proliferation. 

Since the upscaling of my sta- 
tus within the FBI, more than three 
activists' homes have been raided by 
the FBI, over half a dozen people have 
been subpoenaed to testify before grand 
jury inquiries in Oregon, Washington, 
and Michigan, helicopters have flown 
surveillance missions over homes, 
phones are being tapped, activists ha- 
rassed. At least two arrest attempts of 
myself have been made, one in Oregon 
included a helicopter, over eight federal 
agents equipped with automatic assault 
rifles who broke into my recently va- 
cated cabin in southern Oregon. All 
these acts were carried out under the 
auspicious excuse of hunting ALF 
members responsible for over twenty 
non-violent animal rescues and the 
wrecking of equipment used to cause 
pain in animals. At least six law-en- 
forcement agencies are members of a 
secret task-force whose sole purpose is 
to squash the ALF. My recent infiltra- 
tion of the fur farm industry in 1991 is 
one of the main justifications you will 
hear behind my targeting, and if infor- 
mation I disseminated to the animal/ 
earth movements resulted in illegal 
acts, then it was worth it. Better direct 
action than direct mail, as some groups 
would use my findings. 

During the interrogation of a 
comrade of mine by the FBI, agents 
expressed concern over my safety. That 
person was told that the FBI had reason 
to believe that fur farmers themselves 
continued page 25 
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There really is a fire out there... 


by Darryl Cherney 
with Christopher Fondots 

Wednesday, October 28, 1992 
will mark the international kickoff of 
an event that could save the world. 
From that day onward, people every- 
where will be donning radiation suits 
every Wednesday to call for a ban on 
the manufacture of ozone depleting 
chemicals and for the containment 
and neutralization of those already 
made. This campaign, which has been 
initiated by Greenpeace, No Sweat, and 
Earth First! troubador Dana Lyons, is 
called Radiation Suit Wednesday, or 
"Rad Wednesday" for short. Silly, you 
say? A cheap stunt? Lets take a look at 
the success Dana Lyons has had with 
this campaign: 

•Dana and a few of his friends 
don their rad suits and walk into a 
Washington, DC shopping mall. 
Within seconds, security guards de- 
scend on them and a large crowd forms, 
wanting to know why these folks are 
wearing radiation suits. Without a 
poster or press release, they've created 
an instant rally in America's heartland: 
a shopping mall. 

•Dana gives an ozone layer 
presentation to an elementary school. 
The kids love the rad suits and start 
wearing them all the time. Mommy 
and Daddy look outside their window 
and see their children playing on the 
lawn in their radiation suits. The future 
is now. 

Reports from NASA and the 
United Nations assert the ozone hole is 
indeed for real and is now growing 
rapidly in size. The effects are cata- 
strophic and include skin cancer, 
blindness, crop failure, dying oceans, 
and immune system deficiencies. An 
ozone "hole" is defined as a 50% or 
greater reduction in the normal density 
of ozone molecules in the stratosphere. 
The one over Antarctica now covers an 
area three times the size of the United 
States. 

Save the Ozone-It's the Law 
(or is it?) 

The Clean Air Act Amendments 
of 1990 state: "Effective July 1, 1992, it 
shall be unlawful for any person. ..to 
knowingly vent.. .release or dispose of 
any., .substance used as a refrigerant... in 
a manner which permits such substance 
to enter the environment." In other 
words, it's supposed to be illegal to 
further destroy the ozone layer! 

Chlorofluorocarbons (CFC's) 
are extensively used as refrigerants in 
refrigerators and air conditioners. It's 
the chlorine atom from the chlo- 
rofluorocarbon molecule that catalyzes 
ozone destruction after it has floated 
up into the stratosphere (the layer of 
protective gases that hang out some- 
where between the earth and the 
moon). Carbon tetrachloride, used as 
a cleaning solvent, and methyl chlo- 
roform, used mainly in industrial pro- 
cesses, are other widely-employed 
ozone depleting chemicals containing 
chlorine. 

Halons, used predominantly in 
fire extinguishers, and methyl bromide 
extensively used as a soil fumigant 
(pesticide activists, take note!), both 
contain the element bromine instead 
of chlorine, but the ozone depleting 
potential of these chemicals is just as 
great. And just to give us all something 
to look forward to, it can take up to 20 
years for these little goodies to float up 
high enough to do their damage. What 
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we're seeing now, as horrifying as it 
may seem, is just the preview of the 
coming attraction. 

So, is the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency enforcing this im- 
portant law? Noooooo! So what the 
hell are we going to do about it? The 
time has come for we the people to 
make citizens' arrests, hold environ- 
mental war crimes tribunals, and try 
the corporate executives who fail to 
obey the law. The charge: Premedi- 


tated mass murder of life on this planet. 
The Rad Wednesday Strategy 
Wearing radiation suits as a pro- 
test tactic has been tried in seven 
countries with great success. 
Greenpeace has even canvassed in 
them . Organizers believe that the Rad 
Wednesday campaign has the poten- 
tial of becoming a powerful catalyst 
for stirring public sentiment and spur- 
ring activism. Here's why: 

1. It's cheap and easy. Rad 
suits can be bought at industrial sup- 
ply stores most everywhere for $5. 
(Buy the paper kind, not TYVEC, which 
is made by Dupont using CFC's.) They 
can be worn anywhere: at school, at 
work, at the beach. Wearing one, you 
become an instant focus of attention, 
a human billboard (you can paint your 
own message on them). With leaflets, 
you can educate the public. Tell people 
that they can wear a radiation suit 
now so they don't have to wear one 
later. 

2. It's not a "jobs" issue. 
Timber towns, for example, that are 
concerned about the environment can 
take an active stand on an issue that 
affects them directly, and yet does not 
effect their jobs. 

3. It's not media-dependent. 
Press coverage is helpful, but it is not 
required to make a Rad Wednesday 
action effective. Rad suits are not a 


gimmick. We may really need them. 
The idea behind mass media is to reach 
large numbers of people. We can do 
just that without the press covering us 
at all. 

4. It's grassroots, it's versatile, 
and it's empowering. It can be applied 
to other issues, such as toxic waste and 
nuclear power and weapons. Radiation 
Suit Wednesday holds a mirror up to 
death, allowing the public to gaze upon 
their own impending doom. It also 


provides a part of the solution, by em- 
powering people to take an easy first 
step in the art of protesting. 

Rad Wednesday Kickoff 

Rad Wednesday organizers are 
calling for an international day of di- 
rect' action on October 28, 1992. That 
allows us two months into the school 
year to organize students. Being at the 
end of October, it will not conflict with 
Columbus Day 500 Years of Resistance 
protests. At the same time, we'll be able 
to inform the large numbers of people 
who gather on Columbus Day that an- 
other large protest is scheduled. 

Direct action shut-downs of 
CFC manufacturers at the point of pro- 
duction (or is it the point of destruc- 
tion?) must be the cornerstone of this 
campaign. While elementary school 
children and first-time protestors can 
experience their protests in non-arrest 
scenarios, seasoned activists know that 
the ultimate consciousness raiser is to 
"shut 'em down." Envision hundreds, 
if not thousands, of people in their 
radiation suits being dragged away by 
the police. The image and the reality is 
staggering. 

Halloween, Election Day, and 
the Copenhagen Conference. 

With October 28th Rad 
Wednesday kickoff three days before 


Halloween, can you venture a guess 
what radiation suit owners might be 
inclined to wear? It also falls on the 
Wednesday before Election Day and 
we're encouraging people to "vote" in 
their radiation suits. When you've got 
toxic candidates, "holding your nose is 
not enough!" 

The October mobilization will 
give us the opportunity to prepare for 
rallies surrounding the November 17- 
21 United Nations Montreal Protocol 
conference on ozone depletion, taking 
place this time in Copenhagen, Den- 
mark. At the original conference in 
Montreal, the totally inadequate 
Montreal Protocol was signed, calling 
for a 50% voluntary reduction of ozone 
depleting chemicals. Recent scientific 
findings show that more ozone deple- 
tion has already happened in the five 
years since that meeting than treaty 
negotiators assumed would occur in 
100 years! 

Perhaps one of the best signs 
that radiation suit Wednesday is sure 
to be a success is the culture that is 
already accumulating around it. T- 
shirt designs are pouring in. "My other 
shirt is a radiation suit ," reads the slo- 
gan on our first design. Oversized stylin' 
sunglasses that read across the frame 
" OZONE DEPLETION HAS A NAME: 
DUPONT" have been manufactured and 
are terrific for fundraising. Along with 
your rad suit, these sunglasses will 
transform you into a spectacle for sure. 

The Rad Wednesday Cheer: 

This little call and response is 
always a favorite at rallies. 

(Repeat after me). 

Skin Cancer (Skin Cancer!) 

Blindness (Blindness!) 

Dying Oceans (Dying Oceans!) 

Crop Failure (Crop Failure!) 

Immune Deficiencies (Immune Deficien- 
cies!) . 

Yeah! 

Finally, there is the Radiation 
Suit Wednesday salute. When greeting 
a friend or acknowledging a good po- 
litical point, raise your hand, palm 
outward, thumb down, fingers spread 
out and over your eyes and peer through 
a space between your fingers. This is 
not only the hand sign of the nineties, 
it is also a way of shielding your eyes 
from the harmful rays of the sun as 
they pour through the hole in the 
ozone layer. 

Rad Wednesday has quickly 
evolved into something that no one 
organization can control. This is good. 
How the powers that be will react re- 
mains to be seen. Perhaps they will 
make wearing radiation suits illegal. 
Perhaps they will try to co-opt us by 
manufacturing designer radiation suits. 
Perhaps they will ridicule us. But no 
matter how much they accuse us of 
screaming fire in a crowded theater, we 
know the ultimate truth. There really 
is a fire out there. 

To order radiation suits ($5) and 
for more information on Rad Wednesday, 
contact Mark Glyde, Greenpeace, 1436 
"U" St. NW, Washington, DC 20009 
(202) 319-2466. To order Rad Wednes- 
day UV-proof sunglasses (they'll fit over 
your regular glasses!) send $8 donation to 
Earth First!, Box 34, Garberville, CA 95542 
or call 707/468-1 660. The Pacific North- 
west contact is Rhys Roth, No Sweat!, PO 
Box 10346, Olympia, WA 98502. 206/ 
866-2684. The Mid- Atlantic contact for 
DuPont actions is SEACret, PO Box 1175, 
Newark, DE 19715. For a partial list of 
ozone layer destroyers see page 25 




Fish & Wildlife Service Slashes Species 


Based on a Paper by Kieth Hammer 
Edited by Sean Graham 

The Endangered Species Act (ESA) requires not 
only that species be kept from going extinct, but that 
their status be improved until they are no longer near 
the brink of extinction and no longer need the 
protections of the Act. If only that were how the ESA 
was being implemented by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service! Current F&WS regulations don't require 
conservation measures intended to improve the status 
of threatened and endangered species. These days, 
at best, only actions which threaten the very survival 
of a species (not its recovery) are prohibited by the 
F&WS. 

Instead of allowing F&WS to choose the least 
damaging projects, current policy requires the F&WS 
to authorize development projects on a first come, 
first serve basis. Regulations are based on the concept 
of a resource "cushion," which is available for de- 
velopment until species are on thevery brink of 
extinction. Even with extinction imminent, addi- 
tional habitat degradation can still be authorized if 
this is traded off for other habitat improvements. 
This process is F&WS policy and is one of manage- 
ment on the knife-edge of extinction, rendering 
meaningless the ESA requirement that the status of 
listed species be improved. 

Endangered Species Act Requirements 

In its most simple form, the ESA requires at least 
four things: 1) that federal agencies not jeopardize 
the continued existence of threatened or endangered 
species, 2) that federal agencies not destroy or 
adversely modify habitat determined to be critical to 
the conservation of threatened or endangered species, 
3) that federal agencies conserve threatened and 
endangered species in order to improve their status 
and, 4) that no person shall harm any threatened or 
endangered species. 

In prohibiting jeopardy and the destruction of 
critical habitat, Congress intended to prevent any 
further driving of listed species toward extinction. 
By requiring conservation measures, Congress in- 
tended to not only maintain, but to improve the 
status of listed species until they are determined to be 
recovered and can be removed from the ESA list. 

In a 1986 memo, F&WS Associate Director Rolf 
Wallenstrom set out new guidelines on issuing a 
jeopardy biological opinion on an action. Jeopardy 
biological opinions are used by FWS to prohibit or 
modify actions which affect listed species. Under the 
new rules, F&WS must find that the "...action would 
have to appreciably reduce the likelihood of the 
survival and recovery of a species in the wild. This 
means that an action that merely threatens recovery 
but does not threaten the survival of the entire listed 
species or population does not warrant a jeopardy 
opinion." This interpretation substantially weak- 
ens (some would say eliminates) FWS authority to 
enforce species recovery. 

Wallenstrom's directive also made it clear that 
the jeopardy standard applied to certain subpopu- 
lations of some wide-ranging species (such as grizzly 
bear, bald eagle, peregrine falcon, and red-cockaded 
woodpecker) as well as to entire listed populations. 
The Jeopardy Threshold and Natural Resource Cushion 

In a 1981 opinion, F&WS solicitorj. Roy Spradley, 
Jr. utilized the concept of a natural resource cushion 
in establishing a jeopardy threshold, stating: "It is 
this 'cushion' of remaining natural resources which 
is available for allocation to projects until the utili- 
zation is such that any future use may be likely to 
jeopardize a listed species or adversely modify or 
destroy its critical habitat. At this point, any addi- 
tional federal activity in the area requiring a further 
consumption of resources would be precluded under 
Section 7 [of the ESA]." 

However, Spradley's concept of a natural resource 
cushion is fatally flawed because he later defines it in 
terms of jeopardy (extinction), ignoring species 
recovery. In a July 6, 1982 opinion, Spradley defines 
this cushion as "...that amount of a particular natural 
resource like water, air, vegetation or habitat (upon 
which a given listed species is dependent), that could 
be utilized or consumed, without jeopardy to the 
continued existence of the species. " The Endangered 
Species Act, however, defines critical habitat as that 
which is "essential to conservation of the species." 
This requires the protection of habitat necessary for 
recovery, not just for avoiding extinction. The 
Wallenstrom definition of jeopardy, in divorcing 
species' survival from recovery, and the Spradley 


concept of a consumable natural resource cushion 
(up to the point of imminent extinction) directly 
contradict the ESA's requirements to protect critical 
habitat and to accomplish the recovery of listed 
species. 

"Cumulative Effects" Limited and Dominated by "Net 
Effect" 

Spradley's 1981 opinion was written to "...con- 
trol the scope of consultation and cumulative impact 
analysis under the Endangered Species Act." He also 
stated that "...Section 7 provides a 'first-in-time, first- 
in-right' process whereby the authorization of fed- 
eral projects may proceed until it is determined that 
further actions are likely to jeopardize the continued 
existence of a listed species or adversely modify its 
critical habitat." The opinion took issue with earlier 
opinions for having required "...for any ecosystem 


Based on a paper by Keith Hammer. 

Edited by Don Graham 

The Endangered Species Act (ESA) requires not 
only that species be kept from going extinct, but that 
their status be improved until they are no longer near 
the brink of extinction and no longer need the 
protections of the Act (see story above.) However, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (F&WS) has re- 
interpreted the ESA to suit the needs of resource 
extraction industries and developers. Current Fish & 
Wildlife Service policy is management on the knife- 
edge of extinction. Nowadays, the F&WS even 
allows activities which threaten extinction of species, 
as long as other habitat is "improved" to make up for 
the development. Many species have not, and many 
more will not, survive such practices. The grizzly 
bears of the Cabinet- Y aak area may be one of the next 
victims of F&WS policy. 

Massive Logging Planned in Grizzly Habitat 

The Upper Yaak River drainage is located within 
the Kootenai National Forest in the extreme north- 
west comer of Montana and is habitat for some of the 
threatened Cabinet-Yaak grizzly bears. The Fish and 
Wildlife Service acknowledged in a June, 1990 bio- 
logical opinion that the US Forest Service's previous 
Upper Yaak timber sale program has placed the 
grizzly bear in jeopardy of extinction. However, in 
the same opinion, F&WS utilized the concept of "net 
effect" in order to give the Forest Service (FS) the go- 
ahead for a new Upper Yaak 4-year timber program. 
This allows the selling of 91 timber sales, the logging 
of 127 million board feet of forest and the building 
of 43 miles of new roads in occupied grizzly bear 
habitat. All this without first requiring that the 
damages contributing to the jeopardy situation be 
remedied. How did they justify this? By failing to 


upon which an endangered or threatened species 
depends, all pending project impacts must be con- 
sidered if those impacts can reasonably be antici- 
pated to occur either before or after the completion 
of the project which is the subject of consultation." 

Spradley reined in F&WS's definition and analysis 
of federally spawned cumulative impacts in order to 
be consistent with his "first-in-time, first-in-right" 
policy. He limited the analysis of federal impacts 
under Section 7 of the ESA to only the project at hand 
and "the anticipated impacts of all proposed federal 
projects in the affected area which have previously 
been the subject of Section 7 consultation and received 
a favorable biological opinion." (First emphasis in 
original, last emphasis added). In a 1982 clarifica- 
tion of his earlier opinion, however, Spradley goes a 
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require necessary conservation measures, ignoring 
the 4-year long cumulative impacts on the bears' 
habitat, and pretending that everything would be 
better at the end of S years. 

In its biological opinion, F&WS concluded: "the 
existing situation in the Upper Yaak ...is creating a 
jeopardy situation for the grizzly bear due to the 
following: All but one of the six Bear Management 
Units (BMUs) ...have existing habitat effectiveness 
levels below the accepted minimum level of 70 
percent established for the Kootenai National 
Forest... None of the BMUs have a habitat effective- 
ness level of 70 percent or greater during the summer 
season. ..The low level of habitat effectiveness is due 
primarily to the large number of miles of open road 
and the past level of timber harvesting... Past harvest- 
ing has not taken into consideration the duration of 
major logging activities in drainages and the re-entry 
frequencies within drainages." 

The principles of habitat effectiveness and open 
forest roads serves as a good case study because the 
FWS has established an approximate numeric jeop- 
ardy threshold using habitat effectiveness and its 
relation to open roads. The principles of limiting the 
duration and re-entry of logging activities in hy- 
drologic drainages also contributes to the case study 
because these standards have been acknowledged as 
necessary to grizzly bear recovery by F&WS. However, 
application of these standards has been "recom- 
mended" to the FS rather than required of it. 
Habitat Effectiveness and Open Forest Roads 

Open forest roads affect grizzly bears by increasing 
the likelihood grizzly bears will be killed by humans 
and by causing grizzly bears to avoid habitats. This 
avoidance of habitat near open roads has been de- 
termined by research and incorporated into the 

continued page 21 





Grizzlies on Knife-Edge of Extinction 


Page 19 Earth Firstl M abort 1992 



Plan Promises 
Trouble for 
Grizzly Bears 


Selkirk Wood 


on Lujan's Ch 



Young Woodland Caribou bull , Selkirk Ecosystem, Northern Ida } 

Biodiversity Legal Foi 


The 1990 draft revision of the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service's Grizzly Re- 
covery Plan was scrapped when the 
public demanded a formula which 
would better address the needs of the 
threatened grizzly. The recently re- 
leased revised draft is little better. 

Grizzly habitat is defined by the 
federal government through "Recov- 
ery Zones" and "Management Situation 
Zones." Instead of defining these areas 
solely by biology, they are primarily 
politically motivated. The plan fails to 
expand recovery zones to reflect ex- 
panding bear populations and does 
not set aside any unoccupied habitat 
for recovery. 

Nor is occupied habitat sufficiently 
protected. Destructive activities such 
as roadbuilding, logging, mining, resort 
development, and livestock grazing are 
all allowed in much of the bear's critical 
habitat. It is impossible to expect 
grizzlies, highly intolerant of human 
presence and habitat disturbance, to 
continue to survive under these con- 
ditions. 

Grizzly populations remain in iso- 
lated "island" populations. For the 
bear to have any hope of long term 
survival, linkage zones (habitat corri- 
dors) must be established and protected. 
The revised draft awaits the results of a 
five-year study by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service before addressing this 
issue. 

The only encouraging news in the 
revised draft is that two more grizzly 
bear ecosystems, in the north Cascades 
and central Idaho, are included in the 
recovery areas, along with Greater 
Yellowstone, the northern Continen- 
tal Divide, the Selkirks and the Cabinet- 
Yaak. Unfortunately, the draft fails to 
outline any measures for recovery in 
these new areas. These ecosystems 
continue to be degraded, especially 
those in Central Idaho which suffer 
from massive timber sales, 
roadbuilding, and loss of linkage zones 


By Sean Graham 

For the first time since they were 
eradicated under a government ADC- 
style program in the 1920's, wolves 
have been sighted in Yellowstone Na- 
tional Park. Montana filmmaker Ray 
Paunovich shot a video of a canine and 
grizzlies feeding on a bison carcass in 
early August. Mostbiologistswho have 
seen the film agree that it is indeed a 
wolf; This film is the firmest proof yet 
that wolves are reintroducing them- 
selves into Yellowstone. Numerous 
other sightings have occured this sum- 
mer. Most of the sightings are being 
discounted by the Park and the Fish 
and Wildlife Service. When two bicy- 
clists travelling through the Park in 
late July reported seeing a wolf on a 
road In Yellowstone, the Park Ranger 
they reported it to even tried to con- 
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(see front page Idaho story -ed). These 
ecosystems must be provided with full 
recovery measures in the final plan. 

Despite strong evidence that griz- 
zlies yet survive (amazingly) in 
Colorado's San Juan mountains, the 
new plan fails to include this south- 
western ecosystem. The San Juans must 
be included as a recovery zone. 

Applying the principles of conser- 
vation biology and genetic variability 
to grizzly recovery indicates that at 
least two thousand bears may be nec- 
essary in each area to sustain a long- 
term population. Even the highest re- 
covery target set for any population 
falls short of this. Recovery goals put 
forth for the Yellowstone and Northern 
Continental Divide ecosystems are al- 
ready low enough for delisting (re- 
moving the populations from the 
protection of the Endangered Species 
Act). In fact, recovery goal numbers 
may be lower than estimated popula- 
tions when the bear was listed as 
threatened in 1975. This is absurd. 

Goals for human-caused mortality 
(the major cause of grizzly bear death) 
should be zero, but the plan sets them 
at an unacceptable 6%. 

The federal government has no 
intention of doing what any reputable 
bear biologist recommends for true 
long-term protection of the grizzly. 
We must demand, shout, stand up and 
scream for strong measures to halt the 
decline of the grizzly. The law says we 
must, the planet says we must, the bear 
says we must. 

Write by October 8 to: 

Chris Servheen, Grizzly Coordinator 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
NS 312, University of Montana 
Missoula, MT 59812 
(406)329-3223 

Contact the Predator Project, Box 
6733, Bozeman, MT 59771 for a copy 
of the "Activist's Guide to the Grizzly 
Bear." 

— Phil Knight 


vince them it was a coyote. This started 
a discussion of the possibility that 
people might re-introduce wolves 
without waiting for Fish and Wildlife 
to set up guidelines. The ranger's com- 
ment? "Some people will do anything, 
even if it's against the law." No wonder 
the Park is claiming the wolf filmed in 
August is a lone male just passing 
through. If the government has to 
admit the endangered wolves have re- 
turned to Yellowstone on their own, it 
will upset their plans to classify re- 
introduced wolves as "experimental," 
and deny them full protection under 
the Endangered Species Act. While the 
Fish and Wildlife Service holds hearings 
and delays their lame re-introduction 
plans, the wolves have decided that it's 
time to come home to Yellowstone. 
Now that's something to howl about. 


On August 17, a formal petition was 
filed with Secretary of the Interior 
Manuel Luj an by the Biodiversity Legal 
Foundation (BLF) insisting upon 
critical habitat designation for the 
Selkirk Mountains Woodland Caribou 
in northern Idaho and northeast 
Washington. Numbering approxi- 
mately 50 animals, the Selkirk Wood- 
land Caribou are considered to be one 
of the rarest and most critically en- 
dangered mammals in the lower United 
States. 

Jasper Carlton, Director of the BLF, 
said this petition action became nec- 
essary due to major inadequacies in the 
recently released 1992 Draft Caribou 
Recovery Plan and the failure of the 
U.S. Forest Service and U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service to prevent the con- 
tinuing fragmentation and destruction 
of old growth forest caribou habitat. 
Lujan has also failed to designate criti- 
cal habitat for the species as required 
by the Endangered Species Act. If this 
deficiency is not corrected through the 
petition process, it will be addressed in 


federal court, notes Carlton. 

The present Selkirk Woodland Cari- 
bou Recovery Plan is a blueprint for 
extinction. It does not adequately ad- 
dress continuing habitat fragmenta- 
tion and degradation, the impact of 
large-scale timber removal and road 
construction, or the urgent need for an 
effective cumulative impact analysis. 

Designation of critical habitat would 
provide Woodland Caribou with im- 
proved statutory protection by clearly 
delineating to all federal and state 
agencies those areas where adverse 
modification of habitat will not be 
allowed. It would also make clearer the 
amount and location of mature to old 
growth forests that are required to ac- 
complish full recovery of Woodland 
Caribou in the Wild. 

Woodland caribou are only one of 
many species concerns in the Selkirk 
Mountains. The Selkirk ecosystem now 
supports multiple sensitive, threatened, 
or endangered species, including the 
grizzly bear ( Ursus arctos horribilis), an 
occasional Rocky Mountain gray wolf 
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(Canus lupis), the northern bald eagle 
(Halizectus leucocephalus), and a num- 
ber of sensitive species in decline, in- 
cluding the lynx, fisher, boreal owl and 
wolverine. The Selkirk Ecosystem, 
which is composed principally of the 
Idaho Panhandle National Forest in 
Northern Idaho and the Colville Na- 
tional Forest in northeast Washington, 
is the last and only place in the lower 
U.S. where all these threatened, en- 
dangered, and sensitive species still 
exist together in the wild. However, 
present Forest Service and Fish and 
Wildlife Service Plans fail to integrate 
the management of the entire ecosys- 
tem. A single-species approach is nei- 
ther scientifically sound nor cost and 
management effective. From a wildlife 
perspective, the Idaho Panhandle and 
Colville National Forests are two of the 
most over-cut national forests in the 
country. 

Despite the biological significance 
of the Selkirk ecosystem, neither the 
U.S. Forest Service nor the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service has recognized the ur- 


gent need to manage this ecological 
area with an emphasis on natural di- 
versity. Instead, both agencies have 
bowed to local political and economic 
pressures and allowed commercial 
timber harvest to dominate over all 
other concerns. If this condition con- 
tinues, the ecosystem could eventually 
collapse and many or all of the above- 
mentioned species be lost. That pros- 
pect constitutes a biological tragedy of 
global significance. 

What You Can Do: 

Write all your Congresspersons urg- 
ing that commercial timber harvesting 
and road building in caribou and grizzly 
bear habitat in the Selkirk Ecosystems 
be stopped. (Idaho Panhandle and 
Colville National Forests). 

To support administrative and le- 
gal actions for woodland Caribou and 
grizzly bears in the Selkirk Ecosystem, 
please send a generous contribution to 
the Biodiversity Legal Foundation, P.O. 
Box 18327, Boulder, CO. 80308-8327. 


ccontinued from page 19 
Kootenai Cumulative Effects Analysis 

(CEA). This is done by deducting, from 
the total acreage that should be avail- 
able to bears, habitat acreages degraded 
by roads. Other activities which dis- 
place bears from their habitat are also 
included in a CEA, but open forest 
roads are one of the most harmful 
factors. Conversely, closing forest roads 
to motorized use has become the most 
widely accepted means by which griz- 
zly bear habitat effectiveness is in- 
creased. 

In the most simple of terms, habi- 
tat effectiveness is the ratio of secure 
bear habitat to potential habitat in a 
given area. For example, a habitat 
effectiveness of 70% means that 70% 
of the Bear Management Unit is avail- 
able for use by bears while 30% is 
unavailable due to human activity. 

As a result of earlier consultations 
with the F&WS, the Kootenai Forest 
Plan contains (among others) two 
standards for grizzly bear management: 
1) a minimum of 70% habitat effec- 
tiveness and, 2) a maximum open road 
, density (ORD) of 0.75 miles of open 
road per square mile of land. These 
standards are related. When the ORD 
of an area is 0.75 (maximum), the 
habitat effectiveness is generally 
slightly above 70% (minimum.) As 
road density increases, habitat effec- 
tiveness decreases. 

Forest Service Required to Meet Standards 

The National Forest Management 
Act requires that the FS meet its forest 
plan standards "as soon as practicable" 
after the plans are finalized. The 
Kootenai Forest Plan was finalized in 
1987 and, in response to lengthy con- 
sultations with F&WS, the FS designated 
Alternative 9B as the Upper Yaak Final 
Environmental Impact Statement 
"preferred alternative." 9B was the 
only alternative which met all Forest 
Plan standards. Indeed, the Environ- 
mental Impact Statement concludes: 
"To implement activities on the 
Kootenai N.F., it was agreed (with 
F&WS) and desired to meet all standards 
and intents before any activity is ap- 
proved." 

Masking Cumulative Effects With Net 
Effects 

Common sense and Alternative 9B 
would require that, in terms of cumu- 
lative effects, habitat effectiveness must 
be improved before additional human 
impacts cart be authorized and still 
avoid further endangering the Cabi- 
net-Yaak grizzly bear. In a January, 
1990 letter, Fish & Wildlife confirmed 
the 70% bear habitat effectiveness as 
the level below which projects would 
be halted. Some BMU's in 1990 had 
habitat effectiveness levels as low as 
40%, far below the 70% jeopardy 
threshold, and the unavoidable con- 
clusion is that more impacts added to 
already existing danger of extinction 
equals a greater chance of extinction. 

In its June 20, 1990 biological 
opinion, however, F&WS gave the go- 
ahead to Alternative 9A, allowing road 
closures and corresponding increases 
in habitat effectiveness to be "phased- 
in" over a 5-year period. The FWS 
rationalized its opinion by conclud- 
ing: "Thus, the net effect of Alternative 
9A is one of improving the existing 
jeopardy situation to a nonjeopardy 
situation by significantly increasing 


habitat effectiveness and security 
through road closures...". In a single, 
irrational move, F&WS chose to ignore 
the obvious current danger of extinc- 
tion and the cumulative effects of a 4- 
year timber program. They did this in 
order to conclude that the net effect at 
the fifth year would be to decrease the 
threat of extinction (alleviate jeopardy.) 

In the case of the Upper Yaak, how- 
ever, the bear habitat has been de- 
stroyed to the point that F&WS is con- 
sidering moving the bears from the 
threatened list to the endangered list. 
Logically and legally, there is no way to 
conclude that the logging will cause no 
further threat to the grizzly bear with- 
out first raising the status of the bears' 
habitat effectiveness above the 70% 
"jeopardy threshold." Then, and only 
then, can F&WS begin to rationally 
discuss development activities which 
do not cumulatively jeopardize the bear 
or to consider mitigation measures 
which would truly offset the adverse 
effects of further development activi- 
ties. 

F&WS is ignoring the unacceptable 
cumulative effects which result when 
additional impacts are added to al- 
ready unacceptable levels of adverse 
effects. It has done this in order to 
conclude there will be no net adverse 
effects on the Cabinet-Y aak grizzly bear 
and, in so doing, is wrongly consider- 
ing the necessary repair of past dam- 
ages to grizzly bear security and habitat 
to be mitigation for future impacts. 
Regulation of Activity Duration and Re- 
Entry Also Needed 

F&WS has found that simply 
maintaining a minimum of 70% habitat 
effectiveness for grizzly bears is not 
enough to conserve the bear. Distur- 
bance of the habitat must also be lim- 
ited to a specific time period, with 
breaks between abuses of the area. This 
is because the simple application of a 
CEA and habitat effectiveness standard 
allows the same 30% of the bears' habi- 
tat to remain unavailable indefinitely, 
causing it to be lost to bear use. The 
January 1990 F&WS letter stated: "If 
timber harvesting occurs in a drainage 
for extended periods of time, historical 
bear use of the area may be lost, par- 
ticularly to females... Long term dis- 
placement of a female from a portion 
of her home range may result in that 
area being lost to female bears since her 
offspring have no chance to learn the 
foraging opportunities in areas no 
longer used." 

F&WS and the FS initially agreed, 
in formulating Alternative 9B for the 
Upper Yaak 4-year timber sale program , 
to require application of a "3 and 7" 
activity duration and re-entry guide- 
line. Thiswidelyusedguidelinerequires 
that a given hydrologic drainage, after 
having been active with a timber sale 
for three years, must then remain inac- 
tive for seven years. Given that a 
female grizzly bear raises on average 
three litters of cubs per decade, this 
theoretically allows her to teach at least 
two of her three litters to utilize the 
drainage during the time she is not 
displaced by logging activities. 

After receiving heavy political 
pressure from the timber industry and 
pro-timber members of Congress, 
however, the F&WS reneged on requir- 
continued page 22 
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Congress Catches a Clue 

continued from page 19 

step further, introducing the concept of "net effect' 

Northern Rockies Act Introduced 


Conservation history was made on September 9, 
when Representative Peter Kostmayer (D-PA) intro- 
duced to Congress the Northern Rockies Ecosystem 
Protection Act (NREPA.) Drafted by the Montana- 
based Alliance for the Wild Rockies and supported by 
over 200 regional and national conservation groups 
and businesses, NREPA is the first wilderness legisla- 
tion based on ecosystems and the connecting corri- 
dors between them, rather than arbitrary state 
boundaries. Joining Rep. Kostmayer as original co- 
sponsors were two Democrats and twoRepublicans. 

The bill would protect about 20 million acres of 
public land in the Wild Rockies Bioregion, including 
parts of Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Oregon and 
Washington. It would also establish over 14 million 
acres of new Wilderness Areas, 1,300 miles of Wild & 
Scenic Rivers, and two National Park & Preserve 
Study Areas (Hells Canyon and the North Fork Flat- 
head River.) and create two entirely new manage- 
ment designations. These designations are Biologi- 
cal Connecting Corridors, critical for maintaining 
genetic interchange and diversity; and a Wildland 
Recovery System, urgently needed to rehabilitate 
lands that have been severely degraded by decades of 
over-cutting and road building. NREPA also explic- 
itly protects N ative Am erican treaty rights and access 


ing that the "3 and 7" guideline be implemented. In 
a December 21, 1990 letter, F&WS states: "The 
timber industry was concerned about the reduction 
in the volume of timber that could be harvested 
when Forest Plan standards and guidelines are adhered 
to and were seeking ways to increase the timber 
volume." First, F&WS proposed to phase-in the "3 
and 7" guideline, and when the timber industry still 
protested, F&WS did not require its implementation 
at all. F&WS fell back to the contradictory position 
regarding the duration and re-entry guideline; that it 
is "needed" for conservation of the species, but at the 
same time is only a "recommendation" to the FS. 
Management on the Knife-Edge of Extinction 

At best, F&WS policy requires that listed species 
be managed at the knife-edge of extinction, not far 
from a free-fall to extinction, and pays little more 
than lip service to Endangered Species Act require- 
ments to actually better the situation. This Upper 
Yaak case study serves to demonstrate that, when 
political push comes to biological shove, already 
suspect F&WS policy can be turned into a nightmare 
of idiot-logic used to justify resource development 
that spits in the face of species' extinction. 

Although the scattered grizzly bear populations 
in the lower 48 have been listed since 1975 as 
threatened with extinction, F&WS has never desig- 
nated critical habitat for the bear. In the April 20, 
1992 Federal Register, F&WS published its 90-day 
finding that a re-listing of the Cabinet-Yaak and 
Selkirk grizzly bears as endangered "may be war- 
ranted." The finding also said designation of critical 
habitat for those two ecosystems will be addressed 
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to cultural and spiritual sites. 

The bill is widely supported by grassroots conser- 
vationists throughout the country, and a few national 
organizations, most notably Greenpeace and Save 
America's Forests. Other Washington D.C. based 
groups, afraid of challenging the political "reality" 
are supporting half hearted rock and ice protection 
that allows logging in roadless native forests and 
places severe restrictions on court appeals. These 
environmental groups, including The Sierra Club, 
The National Wildlife Federation and the Wilderness 
Society are involved in a massive ard shameless 
sellout of Montana's endangered wilderness and 
must be challenged to protect, rather than broker 
away, our few remaining native forest ecosystems. 

Protecting and restoring biodiversity and ecosys- 
tem health will require aggressive grassroots organiz- 
ing and direct action. NREPA is a good first step, and 
judging from the tremendous support the bill has 
gotten from the public, from celebrities, and from 
politicians on both sides of the aisle, this country 
might just be ready. Whether NREPA is the future of 
the conservation movement, or just another good 
band on the Titanic, is up to all of us. For more 
information, contact the Alliance for the Wild 
Rockies, PO Box 8731, Missoula, MT 59807. 


when and if the grizzly re-listing actually occurs. The 
finding concludes: "The Service agrees that grizzly 
bear populations in both the Cabinet-Yaak area and 
the Selkirk Mountains are small and that increasing 
human demands exist in the areas, including log- 
ging, recreation, and livestock grazing." Despite this 
evidence, the four year Upper Yaak Timber Sale 
Program is moving forward. 

The situation of the Cabinet-Yaak grizzly bears 
shows the need for a rewriting of the regulations 
governing enforcement of the Endangered Species 
Act and an honest reappraisal of F&WS policy. With- 
out these changes, we can expect the situation of the 
grizzlies, along with other species, to decline further. 
This is because their ecosystems are not being con- 
served as required by the Endangered Species Act. 
We can also expect threatened species to decline to 
an endangered status or worse. As it now stands, 
F&WS policy calls for management on the knife- 
edge of extinction, totally ignoring the Act's re- 
quirement to improve the status of threatened and 
endangered species. If we do not change the way the 
Fish and Wildlife Service treats endangered species, 
we are simply waiting for the knife to cut species into 
a free-fall to extinction. 

Keith Hammer is a Montana writer and activist working to 
preserve endangered species and biodiversity in general. He is 
chairman of Swan View Coalition and a co-chair of Montana 
Ecosystems Defense Council. On September 8, Keith and 
MEDC filed suit in U.S. District Court in Great Falls, MT, 
challenging FWS policy on the threatened grizzly bear and the 
Upper Yaak timber sale program. Donations to help with the 
lawsuit against the Forest and Fish and Wildlife Services can 
be sent to MEDC, PO Box 1901, Kalispell, MT 59901. 


in addition to his definition of "cumulative effects". 
This concept allows F&WS to permit further utiliza- 
tion of natural resources upon which listed species 
depend, even though the natural resource cushion 
has already been exhausted and a jeopardy biological 
opinion would be expected on any further projects. 
Spradley concludes: "Once this 'cushion' is allocated, 
additional utilization of the particular resource can 
be authorized if further effects are offset by other 
means, so that the net result is no further adverse 
impact on the species.. .the 'bottom line' [becomes] 
the net effect of a given activity on the species or its 
habitat.. .In short, the effects of a project on a species 
or its critical habitat that the F&WS should be con- 
cerned about are net effects." 

Driving Listed Species to Extinction 

The F&WS solicitor's first opinion obviously 
prohibits F&WS from looking ahead at proposed 
federal development projects in order to assess their 
cumulative impacts and issue a timely jeopardy 
biological opinion. Looking ahead would allow for 
the trimming and prioritizing of development pro- 
posals before the status of the listed species and its 
habitat have declined to the jeopardy threshold. 
F&WS policy currently requires that development 
projects be approved on a first-come, first-serve basis 
until the species' natural resource cushion has been 
exhausted and jeopardy is imminent. Only then can 
the F&WS prohibit or modify the project which 
"breaks the camel's back". 

The solicitor's later opinion undermines further 
an already unacceptable management policy. As if it 
were acceptable to manage listed species at the knife- 
edge of extinction ("jeopardy threshold") to begin 
with, he suggests that it is practical and legal to allow 
a further consumption of endangered species' vital 
resources, provided this consumption is offset by 
habitat improvements elsewhere. What should not 
be lost on a discussion of driving species toward 
extinction, however, is the ESA requirement that the 
status of listed species be improved, not simply 
maintained. 

Conservation Measures Not Legally Enforceable 

As discussed earlier, the ESA requires that all 
federal agencies "...shall seek to conserve..." listed 
species, defining "conserve" to mean the govern- 
ment must do everything possible to promote re- 
covery of listed species. The current federal regula- 
tions governing F&WS consultations, however, state: 
"The [F&WS] may provide with the biological opinion 
a statement containing discretionary conservation 
recommendations. Conservation recommendations 
are advisory and are not intended to carry any 
binding legal force." 

Moreover, present F&WS policy prohibits issu- 
ing a jeopardy biological opinion on an action 
which threatens a species' recovery but not its survival. 
Hence, the vast authority and responsibility vested 
by Congress in the Secretary of the Interior "...to 
provide a means whereby the ecosystems upon which 
endangered species and threatened species depend 
may be conserved..." have been effectively over- 
turned and gutted by the Secretary's own regula- 
tions. 

The Status and Habitat of Listed Species Neither Pro- 
tected nor Improved 

As can be seen in the preceding discussion, 
F&WS policy and regulations fail to legally require 
the implementation of measures necessary to insure 
recovery of listed species. Moreover, they require 
that a species' status decline to near-extinction be- 
fore the agency is finally able to call a halt to further 
destruction of the species' habitat and well-being. 
Even then, F&WS policy provides a loophole allow- 
ing further development to continue in the face of 
jeopardy if the development meets the test of no net: 
adverse effect. 

F&WS policy and regulations have replaced the 1 
protection of listed species and their habitats with; 
the first-come, first-serve human development of the : 
natural resources upon which the very survival of : 
listed species depend. What is needed is a rewriting; 
of the regulations governing Section 7 consultation! 
and an honest reappraisal of F&WS policy. Without: 
these changes, we can expect more and more species ; 
to be listed as threatened. This is because the ecosys- 
tems they share with other listed species are not 
being conserved as required by the ESA. We can also 
expect threatened species to decline to an endan- 
gered status or worse. What Congress intended to be 
an improvement in the health and security of ecosys- 
tems of listed species has become instead a blueprint 
for piecemeal management which drives species to 
the brink of extinction and keeps them there. 


U.S. portion of the Northern Rockies Bioregion, its five major ecosystems and connecting corridors 
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Raising Hell 
at PCL 

by Darryl Cherney 

California forest activists have to 
wonder if PCL stands for Planning and 
Conservation League or Please Con- 
tinue Logging, (ed. note: PCL is an 
environmental policy lobbying group based 
in Sacramento.) Earth First!, EPIC 
(Environmental Protection Informa- 
tion Center) and other grassroots 
groups are fighting in the trenches and 
courtrooms to defend and preserve the 
Headwaters Forest, the last crumbs of 
pristine redwoods left in corporate 
hands. Meanwhile PCL, along with 
the Audubon Society and California 
Trout is busy schmoozing with the 
legislature and Governor Wilson, sell- 
ing out the old growth for a three 
martini lunch. 

So after two years of sell-outs 
and surrenders, Earth First!, in 
conjunction with the California Forest 
and Watershed Council (CFWC), an 
alliance of over 40 grassroots forestry 
groups, staged a protest and occupation 
at the office of PCL on August 24. Sure, 
we don't like to "in house fight," but 
consider this: the legislation PCL is 
supporting was written byMAXXAM and 
Sierra Pacific Logging, for God's sake! 
Sure, PCL and Audubon threw in a few 
lines, but essentially this so-called 
"Grand Accord" legislation sets in stone 
the timber industry's ability to liquidate 
privately held ancient forests and al- 
lows 40-year rotations of trees that 
normally live up to 2000 years of age. 

Our march began at the Capi- 
tol steps in Sacramento, where 
endangered marbled murrelets, spot- 


ted owls, cougars, black bear, a giant 
20-foot tree and a grim reaper lined up 
to parade to the offices of the Planning 
and Conservation League. While PCL 
was aware we were coming, they hadn 't 
barricaded the doors the way Cal Trout 
did (on the same floor). In marched 
the critters singing songs, howling and 
challenging PCL's warped views on 
forestry. 

Our demands were simple: 
withdraw support for the "Grand Ac- 
cord" sellout and get out of the private 
forestland lobbying business. It is well 
documented that Aubudon, PCL, Wil- 
derness Society and other mainstream 
groups have literally sold out the forest 
in deference to compromise legislation 
in which they are interested, both at 
the federal level and in certain state 
bond acquisition packages. Therefore, 
we felt it only reasonable to order PCL 
out as a player on the issue of preserving 
privately held old growth since they 
are using the giant forests only as a 
throw-away bargaining chip. 

PCL's director, Jerry "the Peril" 
Meral, has a framed color photo of 
himself shaking hands with George 
Bush hanging prominently in his of- 
fice. After a feeble attempt at talking 
down to us, Jerry realized that he had 
been dealt an excruciating broadside. 
The photo of him and George Bush was 
missing! Someone was apparently af- 
ter the $25 bounty we'd placed on the 
capture of that photo, and was hoping 
to get their rent paid that week. In any 
event, as soon as the TV camera en- 
tered the room, Jerry immediately ac- 
cused us of stealing his photo. How- 
ever, his ploy backfired. 

By admitting on TV that he 
even had a photo of himself and Bush, 
he had discredited himself to the rest of 
the environmental community. But as 
he was whining that he wouldn't ad- 
dress the issues until he got his photo 


back, the grim reaper appeared magi- 
cally behind him and handed him his 
photo. There he was, live on camera, 
holding his photo like he'd just received 
an Oscar, trying to explain why he and 
George, the "Environmental Presi- 
dent," were such good buddies. 


A wide cross section of 
activists came to the occupation, in- 
cluding representatives from the Sierra 
Club, the Mendocino Environmental 
Center, a former PCL employee and 
even a sympathetic cop. 

We spent the next two hours 
plastering the office with Earth First! 
stickers, talking to the press, singing 
songs and carrying on. Finally a rep 
from the dreaded Audubon Society 
showed up and invited us into his 
office. 

There we spent another hour 
discussing why Audubon was 
endorsing habitat destruction of en- 


dangered birds like the marbled 
murrelet and spotted owl. Surprisingly, 
our Audubon host, who was new at his 
job, was sympathetic and agreed to 
come up and hike in the woods with us 
real soon. That's theessential problem: 
Sacramento kiss-asses just don't get 


into the woods enough to remember 
what they're really working for. 

We fired some warning shots 
over the heads of PCL, made some 
good contacts, spoke to the press and 
set the record straight for future refer- 
ence. No bags of timber industry cash 
were found in Jerry Meral's office, 
however. But then, we didn't have the 
combination to the safe behind George 
Bush's picture. 

Darryl Cherney is a tireless forest activist 
based in Northern California, and an Earth 
First! singer-songwriter now touring the 
country, stirring up the soup. 



Protester Laurie Sarachek, of EPIC, looks askance at Audubon lobbyist John 
McCaull as he explains Audubon's endorsement of avian habitat destruction. 


RAINFOREST ACTIVISTS TARGET G-P 
TROPICAL HARDWOOD IMPORTS 


by Jake Jagoff 

On August 24th, Rainforest 
Action Group (RAG) activists held a 
protest against the importation of 
tropical hardwoods, shutting down a 
Georgia-Pacific (GP) lumber yard in 
the San Francisco Bay Area. Two of the 
activists chained themselves to the front 
gate of GP's San Leandro complex 
(south of Oakland) to protest the 
company's importation of tropical 
timber into the United States. The two 
stayed locked to the gate until 5:00 pm 
(effectively closing the yard to truck 
traffic) before they unlocked them- 
selves. Interestingly enough, neither 
GP nor the San Leandro police decided 
to press charges. The action followed 
the fourth annual RAG Chautaugua, a 
gathering of RAG organizers, in Sonoma 
County, which was organized by the 
Rainforest Action Network. 

Over 50 RAGers, representing 
groups throughout North America, 
staged the highly entertaining demon- 
stration in the GP parking lot. Led by 
Minneapolis' finest song and dance 
man, Scott Elkins, who donned the 
corporate look complete with a real 
live operative chainsaw, and Earth Cir- 
cus' Tom Tillotson, in his tree costume 
and on stilts, the RAGers entertained 
GP employees, the media, and even 
the cops with their colorful skit. The 
media showed up in droves. The two 
activists placing their bodies in the 
path of the largest importer of tropical 
timber in the U.S. was well covered. 

The action also honed in on 
the University of California system, 
the largest stockholder in GP. Clearly, 
the UC is a ripe target for forest activists 
to work with students. There is a grow- 


ing campaign amongst the UC student 
body to expose the GP/UC fiscal forest 
and genocide connection. GP, aside 
from being the largest timber company 
in the world and biggest landowner in 


the forest products industry in the U.S., 
has spread its corporate tentacles all 
over the globe. According to Jim 
Donahue, writing in the October, 1990 
issue of Multinational Monitor* GP has 
emerged as the goliath of the forest 
products industry. 

"GP is a leading manufacturer 
and distributor of a wide variety of 
building products, and pulp and paper 
products. It manufactures common 
household items such as tissue paper, 
paper towels, and napkins, as well as 
printing paper; GP also ranks first in US 
production of softwood plywood and 
other wood panels. Ten percent of 
GP's revenues come from its opera- 
tions in foreign countries. Its foreign 
subsidiaries operate in Panama, Brazil, 
Netherlands Antillies, Germany, Swit- 


zerland, Mexico, Canada and the Vir- 
gin Islands. Finished wood products, 
primarily from Indonesia, Malaysia and 
the Philippines (areas undergoing in- 
tense deforestation) account for 50 


percent of GP's imports." 

Donahue cites numerous in- 
stances that underscore GP's dismal 
environmental record, including the 
highest fine ($637,000) ever assessed 
in Maine for water and air pollution 
violations at its Woodland mill. Even 
more revealing are several fines from 
the EPA amounting to $1.16 million - 
most of which occurred during the 
pro-business climate of the Reagan and 
Bush administrations. And lest we 
forget that GP manages ten million 
acres of land in the U.S., more than any 
of its competitors, there are no short- 
ages of ecological abuses from the asso- 
ciated clearcutting, woodchipping and 
plantation forestry. 

To add social insult to environ- 
mental in jury, GP has cut wages, health 


care and jobs. According to Donahue, 
"GP has financed its expansion and 
increased profits to record levels on the 
backs of its workers." GP has particu- 
larly stiffed the United paperworkers 
International Union (UPIU) as 3,300 
UPIU members have lost their jobs to 
non-union replacement workers in 
recent years. GP has taken the power to 
strike away from the IPIU. Conse- 
quently the company has been suc- 
cessful in forcing concessions at all 
facilities where the IPIU has members. 
Two years ago, 500 IPIU members 
protested in front of the White House 
to oppose GP's callous labor practices- 
specifically hiring permanent scab re- 
placements for strikers. This is a glaring 
example of GP's attacks on workers 
and thus provides forest activists pos- 
sible inroads to working together with 
a disenchanted GP workforce. 

According to RAN, GP imported 
261 millions pounds of rainforest wood 
from April, 1988 to September, 1989. 
The company operates a large hard- 
wood veneer plant in Portel, Brazil, 
and also imports finished wood prod- 
ucts, especially plywood, directly from 
Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philip- 
pines. In 1989, RAN called for a boycott 
of all GP products: MD & Angel Soft 
toilet paper; Sparkle, Delta, and Mr. Big 
paper towels; and Coronet, Hudson and 
SoftPly paper napkins. 

GP's long and sordid growth 
into the world's number one forest 
bogeyman stands as the most glaring 
example of a corporation that's taken 
the offensive against our collective 
green skin. Their aggressive, provoca- 
tive style, deserves an equally aggressive 
and provocative response from forest 
activists. 

For more information about 
the UC/GP connection, contact: Diana 
Stralberg; C/O Bruin RAG, 308 
Westwood Plaza, P.O. Box 178 Los 
Angeles, CA 90024. 


GEORGIA-PACIFIC, WHO ARE YOU ? 
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Sleaze Summit 
in Reno: 

The Wise Use 
Conference 


(Reprinted from the L .A . Weekly, edited by 
EF! Journal) 

by Dean Kuipers 

In 1907 Gifford Pinchot, first head 
of the National Forest Service and god- 
father of multiple-use management of 
federal lands, defined "conservation" 
as "the wise use of resources." His 
contemporary, Sierra naturalist and 
writer John Muir said that conserva- 
tion meant big wilderness unspoiled 
by humans. The gap between Pinchot 
and Muir has now blossomed into a 
movement versus movement war. 

If Pinchot were still alive, he might 
feel a bit uncomfortable with the rapa- 
cious bent and the militancy of his so- 
called philosophical children gathered 
here at the 1992 Wise Use Leadership 
conference in Sparks, Nevada. This 
year's fourth annual wise use pow- 
wow, happening at John Ascuaga's 
Nugget Hotel in early June, is punctu- 
ated by angry speeches and high free 
enterprise rhetoric, but also seems to 


redeemed what was once desert waste- 
land. They are gamblers, willing to bet 
everything that free enterprise can sat- 
isfy the environmental agendas of 
politicians. 

The cast of characters here holds 
few surprises. Arch-conservative Rep- 
resentative William Dannemeyer (R- 
Calif.) is jawing with Chuck Cushman 
from the National Inholder Associa- 
tion and the Multiple Use Land Alli- 
ance. Inholders are people who own 
land or run private businesses inside 
national parks; Cushman preaches pri- 
vate-property rights and opening up 
federal lands for uses from logging to 
off-road vehicles. They are joined by 
one of the guests of honor, young David 
McIntosh, Dan Quayle's assistant on 
domestic policy and executive director 
of the Council on Competetiveness. 

Borrowing an arsenal of tactics 
straight out of environmentalists' own 
handbooks, the Wise Users are making 
their inroads where municipal, county 
and state legislation is made. Just this 
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beg a huge question that no one is sure 
how to answer: How much are the 
Wise Users themselves being manipu- 
lated by the corporations who benefit 
from their pro-franchise, pro-mo- 
noculture, anti-wilderness agenda. 

The Wise Use Movement is a coali- 
tion of trade associations, legal foun- 
dations, nonprofit special-interest 
groups, extractive industry lobbies and 
grassroots gangs who believe that en- 
vironmentalism that is smothering the 
U.S. economy. This conference is 
hosted by the Center for the Defense of 
Free Enterprise (CDFE), a non-profit 
right-wing foundation. About 510 
groups reportedly endorse the CDFE's 
manifesto, The Wise Use Agenda. They 
believe that the only fair and lasting 
"environmentalism" will be born of 
the free market. More importantly, 
they believe in the primacy of man. 

The second floor here at the Nug- 
get Hotel is insulated from the sound 
of money perpetually falling in the 
casino below. But that subterranean 
river of coin resonates just right for the 
Wise Users. Here they see profit having 
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year, they have just pushed their first 
Agenda item through Congress. Sud- 
denly the Wise Users have the ear of a 
White House floundering for environ- 
mental policy. 

Twenty-one activists, lawyers and 
pols are crammed onto the schedule 
today. Reed Irvine of Accuracy in Me- 
dia "explains" the slide of socialism 
into environmentalism in a talk called 
"Red Into Green". Dixy Lee Ray, former 
head of the Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion, former governor of Washington 
state, nuclear proponent and author of 
a book downplaying global warming 
and the ozone hole, is flying in from 
Rio, where Brazilian press labeled her 
the "bad wolf" of the Earth Summit. 
Her report is titled "From the Flat Earth 
Summit in Rio to the Down-to-Earth 
Summit in Reno." 

Some of the rhetoric is hard to 
stomach, especially the constant 
drumbeat of Judeo-Christian values. 
But the conference in Reno illuminates 
certain things once glossed over by 
critics of the Wise Use movement, 

continued on page 25 


Wise Use: New Threat 
or the Same Old Shit? 


n By Karen Pickett 

hough the Wise Use Movement does appear to be wide 
spread and growing, and their approach self-righteous, they may 
not be as successful or as well-organized as some fear. They recently 
suffered a major defeat in Congress that would belie their claim of 
having enough clout on the Hill to push through their agenda. 
Despite a strong lobbying effort by the Wise Users, the House 
Interior Committee on July 24 endorsed reforms to the antiquated 
1872 mining law that essentially allows mining of public lands for 
free, with little environmental regulation. One of the key Congres- 
sional battles for the Wise Users has been to preserve this law intact. 


This is not to dismiss them nor 
encourage complacency against a 
backdrop of this one defeat, but sim- 
ply to put their movement in perspec- 
tive. Environmentalists and these "wise 
guys" have been clashing for some time. 
Loggers have held truck convoys in 
Washington state, Oregon and Wash- 
ington D.C., miners have packed Con- 
gressional hearings in Nevada, and 
cattle ranchers have boycotted com- 
panies who advertised on an Audubon 
special on TV about public lands graz- 
ing. But environmentalists have faced 
this sort of backlash before. The 
Sagebrush Rebellion, led byjames Watt, 
came storming into Washington D.C. 
in the early 80’s. But, as a report from 
the W. Alton Johns Foundation notes, 
"Their success at changing federal 
policy — opening up the sale of federal 
lands in the west to private interests — 
was the source of their destruction: 
none of their friends wanted to pay 
market value for the land." 

While the anti-environmental 
"movement" in its current form is 
nothing to ignore, it is also important 
to not fall victim to their claims of so- 
phisticated organization and political 
clout, nor jump for the bait that leads 
us to become embroiled in the debates 
they encourage, like owls vs. jobs. An 
unsympathetic (to them) informant at 
the Wise Use Conference in Reno re- 
marked at how unorganized the orga- 


nizers were, in particular in terms of 
networking and unity — weaving the 
groups together in a united front — 
and even keeping a record of attend- 
ees. It is important to remember that 
many of the so-called grassroots groups 
are run by hacks. They are often simply 
taking the easy way out in terms of 
seeking answers to the difficult prob- 
lems facing rural communities. If Wise 
Use groups swallow the industry's 
manufactured rhetoric and grab hold 
of the notion that it boils down to owls 
vs. jobs, then the solution is easy: nix 
the owls and you have your jobs back. 
Obviously, it will not take long for that 
notion to be dispelled when the wash 
is hung out. The Yellow Ribbon Coali- 
tion and Women in Timber have been 
with us for years; the current Wise Use 
Movement is simply a re-packaging of 
their "rape-and-run can be sustainable" 
line of thinking. In fact, the Wise Use 
movement's leaders think and act in 
much the same way as right wing po- 
litical extremists of decades past. 

However, it is useful for us to know 
who we are dealing with, what extrac- 
tive industry propaganda they are con- 
duits for, where their money comes 
from and what alliances they are form- 
ing. Ergo, some more information to 
put in your back pocket: 


Organizations Participating in 
the Wise Use Movement 


This isa partial list 

Note: Most of the groups listed here were 
formed specifically as a Wise Use group; 
however, some are national organiza- 
tions that existed prior to the Wise Use 
movement and have become active with 
and taken a leadership role in the 
movement. A (*) denotes such groups. 
Alliance for America, Coalition of 
1 25 groups 

National Inholders Association, 
based in California 
National Council for Environ- 
mental Balance 

Center for Defense of Free Enter- 
prise, based in Bellevue, Wash. 
American Freedom Coalition, af- 
filiated with Rev.. Sun Yung Moon's 
Unification Church 
National Center for Constitutional 
Studies, another Unification Church 
group 

American Farm Bureau Federa- 
tion*, "headquartered in Chicago area; 
agricultural equivalent to NRA 
National Rifle Association*, pro- 
vide support, both financial and in- 
kind 

Blue Ribbon Coalition, based in 
Pocatello, Idaho 

Wilderness Impact Research Foun- 
dation, non-profit umbrella for 200 
groups 

Multiple Use Land Alliance, out- 
growth of Nat'l Inholders Assoc. 
Western Cattleman's Assoc/Public 
Lands Council*, They campaign 
top reserve public lands grazing rights 


Environmental Conservation Orga- 
nization, founded by Land Improve- 
ment Contractors of America 
National Wetlands Coalition, a front 
for industry groups interested in 
weakening wetlands regulations 
Western States Public Lands Coali- 
tion, focus in preserving 1872 mining 
law 

People For the West!, Focus is also 
1872 mining law, and their money is 
virtually all mining corporation 
money. 

Communities for a Great Northwest, 
organized the truckers' parade pro- 
testing limits on timber sales 
the Ad Hoc Coalition, Helena, 
Montana 

Environmentalists for Jobs, orga- 
nized by pres, of Chicago Mining Corp. 
Grassroots for Multiple Use, Bitter- 
root Valley, Montana 
Colorado Women in Mining 
Oregon Public Lands Coalition, 
coalition of 51 groups; evolved from 
old growth forest battle 
Our Land Society, Idaho 
Sahara Club, the dirt bike riding thugs 
of the Wise Use Movement, they have 
particularly targeted Earth First! and 
openly advocate violence. 

Northwest Alaska Native ASSOC.* 
Mountain States Legal Founda- 
tion, an original Sagebrush Rebel- 
lion organization, Watt and Coors 
connected 
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Wise Use 

continued from previous page 
namely the real rise of grassroots activ- 
ism. Many of these people see them- 
selves as the "true environmentalists". 
Ron Arnold, one of the hosts of this 
conference and executive vice presi- 
dent of the CDFE, once sat on the 
Pacific Northwest Chapter Board of the 
Sierra Club. Arnold says he quit in the 
early '70's because the Sierra Clubbers 
were advocating "socialist, command- 
and-control-type government." 

Many members, like the Mountain 
States Legal Foundation (a bunch of 
lawyers from which Reagan recruited 
his interior secretary, the infamous 
James Watt), receive hinds from move- 
ment sponsors like Exxon and Coors. 
But some disgustedly call big business- 
men "moral cowards" who won't kick 
down a buck or two. Many fancy 
themselves "rugged individualists", 
making their first stab at activism, put- 
ting down their pick-axes for faxes. 
Together with phone-tree field mar- 
shals like Chuck Cushman, Wise Users 
have written letters, packed lobbies, 
protested and stopped dead dozens of 
local environmental initiatives through 
a booming grassroots machine spread 
through all 50 states. 

The others guests at the Nugget 
don't seem to understand who these 
people are. They include barrel-chested 
cowboys and middle-aged white 
mothers in clean but unremarkable 
dresses. They are lawyers in their 20's 
and frumpy academicians, stalking the 


sleepless midway slot arcades on the 
floor of the brown Reno desert. Guests 
stare at badge names like Range maga- 
zine or Women in Timber but cannot 
connect the dots. 

One person who did connect the 
dots is Chip Berlet, who has written oh 
the Wise Use movement for years while 
monitoring right-wing groups for Po- 
litical Research Associates in Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts. Before last fall, 
he said few people were interested in 
his research, but now he is compiling 
reports for four environmental groups. 

"In the last six months, all of the 
major environmental groups and all of 
the major foundations that fund envi- 
ronmental groups have suddenly hit 
the panic button and decided they 
have to do serious research on Wise 
Use," he ways. "I don't think they 
understood how well organized [Wise 
Users] were along both regional and 
issue lines — say, around forests in the 
Northwest or mountain-bike recreation 
or desert motorcycling, so that they 
have this over-lapping network. It's 
very effective and it's had a real head 
start, because for a long time nobody 
took them seriously. 

"Around the country both elected 
offcials and environmental activists on 
the local level are saying, 'We're hav- 
ing our asses handed to us in local 
battles'. Because what [Wise Users] do 
is show up at these meetings around 
little issues that don't gain any head- 
lines; they'll have a whole bunch of 
people organized. And they're win- 
ning a lot of local battles." 

continued on page 27 


Rod Coronado: 
Letter to My Friends 
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continued from page 17 
expressed concern over my safety. That 
person was told that the FBI had reason 
to believe that fur farmers themselves 
might carry out an act of vengeance. 


ing my own time in this struggle by 
openly asking you t o reject any re form 
offered hy thp I T S hnt tho past sho ws 
that any concession we achieve in our 
previous dealings with tne U.s. gofr- 


Although this is a real probability, in- ■ emment will be q uickl vtakerT aw< 


stead I take this as a warning from the 
FBI themselves. Past assassinations or 
j activists have rarely been carried out 
by the FBI themselves; usually another 
! group with a past grievance is instigated 
to actually pull the trigger. s 

It is a fact that those who cannot 
be intimidated, bought out, imprisoned 
or compromised must be killed. 


when the quest for re source exploit ^- j 
tion becomes economically desirablq/ 
EeTcrtninareaTiroken treaties be the 
proof Of that belief. : “ 

My past experience has shown 
that a handful of strong warriors is as 
good as any mainstream organization. 
This call will eventually lead to an 
intensified hunt for me, so let us gather 
quickly and begin the work necessary 




HI 
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Speaking only for mvself. I will a dmit quickly and begin the work necessary 
'r that this is _thennly- wav I c a n~Ee to reignite the battle to defend all 
stopped. J cannot let the four-leggeds biodiversity. I am putting faith in the 
j "and the winged people be cheated of spirit within yourself, the voice that 
' equal representation by people who exists inside every one of us, that we 
would separate their own freedom from) allow to be silenced by our lack of self- 
i theirs. It is time to make a stand and empowerment. > 

call upon others to join me. It is not for _ Let it sing, my friends, and 

1 my own preservation that I seek help, bring it to my cam pfire. It is not by 
but for the preservation of all that " rhoice that i cali to you, but the deci- 
remains wild, untamed by Manifest sion of the restless spirit that now 
Destiny, and the bloodied hand of pa- courses my veins, the spirit of thousands 
triarchal conquest. that have died fighting the same op-j 

f To remain free I must now work pressor we now face. You can find me j . 


« w - — ■ ■ 

THE OZONE TERMINATO^ 


from the underground, but there is Rut ynn mqst he willing taleaveeveryh 
much I can lend to those willing to thin g else behind. You must release)/ 
carry the flag of the five-hundred-year ^burself of all connections to the nJa- 


resistance to ecological and cultural - 
[ ; genocide. Join me, friends, and we will 
V fight the good fight. But before we carl 
do this, we must realign ourselves with 
f the Earth Mother. We must cleanse 
ourselves of all the distractions that 
have diverted our attention from her 
loving voice. It is only then that we 
can truly be motivated only by her 
spirit and not the crumbs of compro- 
| j p mised victory we have settled for in the 
past. 

k This is a call to all women and 

men to join in a renewed war to save 
the buffalo, the wolf, and the grizzly. It 


terlal-based sociefy thafls sp^easy tQ-. 
‘Becoinetrap^^nTTEef e will be much 
better things to hold onto once we 
create them ourselves. Without your 
help 1 will undoubtedly be worthless to 
the struggle. The FBI would eventually 
find me, and when they did, alone I 
would be killed. Mv hands are tied 
without my tribe. T have no sorrow in 
fflylieaft because of t his. only anx ious 
excitement as I await the beginning of 
the new Old Way. It is the only thing 
that can create a renewed belief that we 
can make a change. The sacred hoop 
cannot be. heal^avSIiouL-Suui hetfe. 


will be a new warrior society free from “GffhS'spiirits of Tesunke Witko (Crazy 
the remnants of institutionalized Horse)~Ind Anna Mae Aquash^ 
thought that have allowed sexism and . 7 : ~ 

speciesism to still exist even in our/ HOKA HEY!!! X 
tightest circles. I know that I am limif-i Rod Coronados 


As U. Utah Phillips once said, l 
^The earth isn't dying. It's being killed.' 
And the people who are killing it have 
names and addresses." Truer words 
were never spoken. Here's a partial list 
of ozone layer rip.stToyers that vnu can 
target for protests: 


Edgar Woolard, Jr. Pres., E. I. duPont 
deNemours & Co., Inc. 

1007 Market St. Wilmington, DE 19898 
Also: Ian Dunn, Plant Manager 
6000 Bridgehead Rd. Antioch, CA 
94509 

(CFCs, Halons) 

Edward Hennessey, Pres., Allied Signal 
Columbia Rd./Park Av. Morristown, NJ 
07960 

Also: J.B. Barnett, Plant Mgr. 850 So. 
Sepulveda Blvd., 

El Segundo, CA 90245 
(CFCs) 

Robert Jeansonne, Pres., LaRoche 
Chemical 

PO Box 1031, Baton Rouge, LA 70821 
(CFCs) 

Paul Oreffice, CEO, Dow Chemical 
Co. 

2030 Willard Dow Center, Midland, 


MI 48686 

Also: Larry Washington, Gen. Mgr., 
Loveridge Rd. Pittsburg, CA 94565 
(Methyl chloroform, Carbon tetra- 
chloride) 

Mr. Herbert Sklenar, Vulcan Chemi- 
cals 

One Metroplex Dr., Birmingham AL 
35209 

(Methyl chloroform, Carbon tetra- 
chloride) 

Conrad Kent, Pres. Akzo Chemicals, 
Inc. 

300 South Riverside PL Chicago, IL 
60606 

(Carbon tetrachloride) 

Roger Hirl, Pres. Occidental Chemical 
Corp. 

PO Box 809050, Dallas, TX 75380 
(Carbon tetrachloride) 

DuPont, the world's #1 producer of 
CFC's, has ozone-busting facilities ixi: 
Corpus Christi & Beaumont, TX; 
Deepwater, NJ; Pomona & Antioch, 
CA; Montague, MI; Clinton, LA; Bill- 
ings, MT; Ponca City, OK; and other 
locations. 

1 
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Cattle Number One User 
of Western Water 


by George Wuerthner 

When most people think of 
wasted water, they think of Los Ange- 
les. L.A. is a city built in the desert, yet 
you wouldn't know it for all the 
swimming pools, golf courses, green 
lawns and verdant plant growth. How 
does L.A. do it? By diverting water 
from northern California (and else- 
where) and bringing it by aqueduct to 
the desert. But despite all its swimming 
pools, lawns and golf courses, Los An- 
geles is not the biggest consumer of 
water in California. In California, as in 
the rest of the West, it is cows, not 
people, who consume the vast major- 
ity of this scarce resource. 

According to the Bureau of Recla- 
mation, only 16% of the water with- 
drawals in California are sent to cities 
for uses ranging from industrial con- 
sumption to tap water. Ten percent is 
used for irrigated crops (such as fruits 
and vegetables) consumed directly by 
humans. The rest, some 74%, is used to 
grow feed for cattle and sheep. 

In less urban states, the percentage 
devoted to livestock is even greater. In 
Montana, a shocking 97% of all water 
diverted from rivers goes to irrigation, 
primarily for livestock feed. In arid 
Nevada, the driest state in the nation, 
the Water Resources Division estimates 
90% of water goes to cattle feed pro- 
duction. This occurs while wildlife 
areas such as the Stillwater National 
Wildlife Refuge dry up for a "lack of 
water." The Winnemucca Lake Na- 
tional Wildlife Refuge, also in Nevada, 
dried up entirely and no longer exists. 

According to the U.S. Geological 
Survey, irrigation is responsible for 82% 


of all freshwater withdrawals in the 1 7 
western states. Industry uses the next 
largest share at 9%. Urban and rural 
water supplies account for even less. If 
production of low value irrigated crops 
(like hay and alfalfa) for livestock con- 
sumption were reduced or eliminated, 
a lot more rivers would flow free, 
wasteful urban water uses notwith- 
standing. 

Irrigation withdrawals and dams 
constructed at least in part to supply 
irrigation water are major factors in 
the extinction and listing of dozens of 
western species. Irrigation has harmed 
endandered fish throughout the west, 
from the Colorado squawfish to the 
Bonneville Cutthroat trout, from the 
Sacramento River Chinook salmon to 
Montana Arctic grayling. Sandhill 
cranes which use the Platte River in 
Nebraska, as well as the ducks that can 
no longer rest at the dried up Stillwater 
Wildlife Refuge, are also impacted by 
diversions. No other factor, except 
livestock production itself (to which 
irrigation withdrawals are intimately 
tied) has damaged so much of the West. 

You can help change this situation 
by eliminating beef from your diet. 
Beef production is one of the most 
unnecessary and wasteful uses of water 
in the West. Every hamburger you 
consume equals one less trout stream. 
Every steak is another riparian area 
trampled. Every roast beef sandwich 
justifies the existence of a dam some- 
where in the West. There are many 
other good ecological reasons for boy- 
cotting beef, but certainly the damage 
done to western watersheds is at the 


The Price of Wool 

continued from page 7 

searching beyond the current band-aid 
policies for long-term and ecologically 
sound solutions to remedying envi- 
ronmental problems and wildlife con- 
flicts. For many, there is no intermedi- 
ate step: phase out public lands grazing 
and abolish the ADC. According to 
visionary activist Tom Skeele of the 
Bozeman (Montana)-based Predator 
Project, the ADC — affectionately called 
"All the Dead Critters" by Skeele — is 
"yet another hand-out to private busi- 
ness ventures that destroy the integrity 
of this country's public wild lands." 
Coyotes, many environmentalists 
claim, have become scapegoats for the 
failure of an inherently mismanaged, 
unsustainable, and economically risky 
business scheme for a western liveli- 
hood. 

Last year in Utah, the ADC 
spent $1.7 million to kill the 15,000 
animals reportedly responsible for 
causing about $1 million in agricul- 
tural losses (ADC Annual Report, FY 
1991). Although the Bush 
administration's budget proposal for 
FY 1992 outlined a $4.2 million de- 
crease (from 24.6 to 20.4) in ADC's 
operational funding, Utah's ADC ex- 
penditures increased over the last year. 

While many folks are battling 
our culturally entrenched archetype of 
coyote as "vermin" by challenging 
coyote-killing program in the class- 
rooms, courthouses, legislative offices 
and in the field, the federal govern- 
ment is doing business as usual. 

"We need the sheep operator," 
said Dixie National Forest Supervisor 
Hugh Thompson at the close of the 
Cedar City meeting. "Sheep are the 
best tools for achieving our objectives. 
Part of this agency's mission is to keep 
the sheepman in business.. .because we 
know the sheepman is in trouble, eco- 
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nomically." Wrote ADC State Director 
Jim Winnat in the 1990 Annual Report, 
"Sheep operators sustain most of the 
depredation problems, therefore, most 
f the animal damage management ef- 
forts are directed toward protecting 
this class of livestock." 

Our public servants seem to 
agree that Priority One is the economic 
success of the wool grower. Recently, 
this sentiment has manifested itself in 
a USFS ruling eliminating public par- 
ticipation in the appeals process — be- 
cause it too often spelled economic 
duress for folks depending upon the 
"resource" in question. In light of this 
priority and linear approach to solving 
problems in a three-dimensional world, 
it comes as no surprise that the Animal 
Damage Control was authorized to use 
M-44s on the Dixie National Forest. 
What happens after the hearing within 
the next month remains to be seen. 

Although it may seem as if the 
coyotes are losing the battles, biologi- 
cal research indicates that, incredibly, 
they are winning the war. The old 
adage, "What doesn't kill you makes 
you stronger" appears to apply to the 
coyote as a species. 

Sleeping under southern Utah's 
star-sequined cosmic quilts, listening 
to the coyotes singing from the ridge, I 
try to imagine what all our devices of 
destruction mean to them. Do their 
howls mock our folly? Do their 
threnodies lament the loss of their kin? 
Do their yapping ballads tell of a time 
when they could trust the humans, 
and walk the juniper ridges together 
under fathomless, inky heavens? 

Perhaps, to the adaptable Su- 
per-Coyote, the M-44 will just be an- 
other cruel jump- through hoop on the 
obstacle course of evolution. 

Susan Ring is writer and Earth First! 
activist currently living in Salt Lake 
City, Utah 


top of the list. 

What is the broader solution? Some 
groups like the Nature Conservancy 
suggest we should buy or lease agricul- 
tural water rights. Although providing 
immediate relief to specific streams, 
this is not a long-term solution. Due to 
funding limitations, leasing or pur- 
chasing programs would only affect a 
fraction of the streamflow in the west. 
Also, such policies are built upon a 
flawed foundation. Leasing or buying 
so-called water rights is like suggesting 
that those who wanted to end slavery 
should have bought up all the slaves. It 
legitimizes something that should 
never be legitimate and sanctifies the 
right to dewater our streams. 

A wiser course of action is to chal- 
lenge this presumed right. After all, 
water rights were assigned a hundred 
years ago when most western legisla- 
tive bodies were dominated by agricul- 
tural interests. Today, these laws do 
not serve the majority of western resi- 
dents, who have a greater stake in keep- 
ing water in rivers. In Montana, there 
are more people who fish for trout than 
there are ranchers. There are more bird 


watchers in Arizona than farmers. 
There are more river runners in Cali- 
fornia than agricultural users. Mil- 
lions of Americans receive absolutely 
no benefit from irrigation withdrawals 
yet still foot the bill. Most of us are 
supporting western irrigation programs 
by paying for the dams and irrigation 
canals, and subsidizing electrical rates 
for irrigators. At the same time, we are 
forced to accept the substantial eco- 
logical costs associated with dams and 
de-watering. Once people realize the 
extent of these ecological costs and 
economic subsidies, changing western 
water use laws will be much easier. 

Building a constituency to change 
western water laws will take some time 
and will not bring immediate relief to 
beleaguered rivers. But if successful, 
new laws would ultimately result in far 
greater protection for all rivers. If the 
money spent to lease or purchase wa- 
ter rights were instead used to chal- 
lenge the presumed rights, such laws 
could be amended to produce a more 
equitable solution. 

A recent court ruling in California 
continued on page 29 


RECLAIM 
GROUND ZERO! 

NEVADA TEST SITE, STARTING 
OCTOBER 11 



Healing Global Wounds 

Backcountry Direct Actions to Stop Nuclear Testing 


The Western Shoshone Na- 
tion and The Global Anti-nuclear 
Alliance are sponsoring 10 days of 
events "Healing Global Wounds" to 
coincide with the Columbus 
Quincentennial to focus attention 
on the continuing assault on Indig- 
enous people world-wide, and the 
Shoshone in particular. 

Indigenous Peoples Forum 

Las Vegas, Oct. 3-4 

The University of Nevada 
Las Vegas will be the site of a forum 
featuring direct testimony by in- 
digenous people from around the 
world addressing the effect the 
Nuclear Arms Race has on their 
communities. Also featured will be 
medical experts presenting the lat- 
est information on the impact of 
nuclear testing on people and the 
environment. 

Final Leg of Walk 
Across America 
Las Vegas, Oct. 5 

A press conference will be 


held at the Department of Energy 
Offices in Las Vegas to report on 
results of the forum and be the 
kickoff for the final 65 mile leg of 
2 European led walks across 
America that began in February. 

Nevada Test Site 
Mass Actions 

Oct. 9th- 12th 

Four days of workshops, 
ceremonies and actions featuring 
an All Nations Healing Ceremony 
on Saturday, and Multi-cultural 
Rally and Mass Action on Sunday. 

For more information contact: 
Healing Global Wounds 
(702) 386-8696, PO Box 4082 
Las Vegas, NV 89127 

For information on backcountry 
actions contact: 

Reclaim Ground Zero! 

(805) 948-6291 

PO Box 492, Lancaster, CA 93584, 
Fax: (805) 723-7194 



Wise Use... 

continued from page 24 

Larry Freilich, from the Sierra Club's 
L.A. office, describes throngs of Wise 
Users wearing orange hats and T-shirts, 
packing a local California Senator's 
hearings on the Desert Protection Act. 
The Act would set aside as wilderness 
millions of acres in the Mojave Desert, 
and protect the habitat of the endan- 
gered desert tortoise and other ani- 
mals. "They have been very effective at 
raising money," 
notes Freilich, "and 
spreading what I 
would consider 

disinformation . " -ft i nr!/ 

"The Wise Use JllTlCll 

movement is essen- dUTUC 

tially a new name for 
the same old crowd CMi 

of rapers and 
scrapers, " says Nobby 
Reidy, senior policy 
analyst with the Wil- 
derness Society in San 

Francisco. He has 

worked to promote the Desert Protec- 
tion Act since its introduction in 1986. 
"But they have additional funding now. 
Are they having an impact? Sure!" 
claims Reidy. "Senator John Seymour 
is their guy, and when a group of people 
like that have a U.S. Senator who is 
supporting their interests, they can 
have a lot of impact." 

The number of Wise Use groups 
has doubled in the last year. They 
range in size and impact from the little 
Elko Sno-Goers to Georgia-Pacific Corp. 
They are a tangled lot, and not all of 
them like each other. But they agree to 
blame environmentalists and animal- 
rights advocates for the U.S.'s economic 
decline. They see a rising socialist 
collusion between large environmen- 
tal organizations and government. 

They are also steeped in the mythos 
of the West, and agree to defend each 
other's private-property rights to the 
death. They want free-market solu- 
tions to the on-the-ground environ- 
mental degradation, not the wilder- 
ness set-asides that they think, rob pri- 
vate citizens of land and set precedents 
for nationalization. But deepest among 
their horrors is that the growing influ- 
ence of biocentrism, or Deep Ecology, 
is affecting the minds of their own 
children. In the biocentric world view, 
all life, from pumpkins to mighty riv- 
ers, has inherent rights. But the Wise 
Users are humanists and Judeo-Chris- 
tian traditionalists of the first order. To 
the people in the Bonanza Room, hu- 
man beings are damn well gonna re- 
assert their dominion over the Earth. 

Harry Merlo, president and CEO of 
the Louisiana-Pacific Corp. is being 
feted with a Lifetime Industrial 
Achievement award at the awards ban- 
quet. Among environmentalists in 
Northern California, Merlo is a villain 


who accelerated clearcutting vast for- 
est acreage in response to the 1990 
Forests Forever ballot initiative. He is 
now moving some of his milling op- 
erations to Mexico, and is shipping 
whole unmilled logs out of the country 
as DP mills close all over Mendocino 
and Humboldt counties. L-P was a 
principal target of Earth Firstl's 1990 
Redwood Summer campaign, probably 
the biggest reason he is getting the 
award. 

"We intend to wipe out every envi- 


"I do not support the 
fundamental principle that excess 
damage is being done to the earth 
and that it is man's activities 
that are causing it. " , 

-Dixie Lee Ray 


ronmental group," Ron Arnold snaps, 
"by replacing it with a Wise Use group 
who can do the things that it originally 
set out to do in sound ways that don't 
hurt people, that don't hurt jobs, that 
don't trash the economy, but that do 
really protect nature." 


The movement was born at 
Arnold's and Gottlieb's first Wise Use 
Strategy Conference in this hotel in 
1988. The product of that conference 
was a paperback book called The Wise 
Use Agenda. This book has circulated 
fairly widely and has become the 
movement's manifesto. The book is a 
167-page wish list, in ready-to-legislate 
language. 

For example, they call for "imme- 
diate development of the petroleum 
resources of the Arctic National Wild- 
life Refuge," and opening of "all public 
lands includingwildemess andnational 
parks . . .to mineral and energy produc- 
tion." Some of the Agenda items are 
deviously worded as environmental 
statutes, such as the one demanding 
the "passage of a Global Warming Act 
to convert in a systematic manner all 
decaying and oxygen-using forest 
growth on the National Forests into 
young stands of oxygen-producing, 
carbon-dioxide-absorbing trees to help 
ameliorate the rate of global warming 
and prevent the greenhouse effect." In 
fact, this contradicts many Wise Use 
positions: they do not believe that C02 
is a problematic greenhouse gas, and 
they adamantly refute that any scien- 
tific evidence exists to support global 
warming. What this Global Warming 
Act does do is mandate clearcutting in 
order to create monoculture forests too 
young to harvest on National Forests 
within about a decade. 


The demands get even more outra- 
geous. This list calls for expanded 
concessions in all 48 national parks, 
using "private firms with expertise in 
people-moving such as Walt Disney. 
All actions designed to exclude park 
visitors such as shutting down over- 
night accommodations and rationing 
entry should be stopped." Further, 
they want to amend the Endangered 
Species Act to exclude "non-adaptive 
species such as the California condor, 
and endemic species lacking the bio- 

logical vigor to 

‘ spread in range." 

Earlier this 
? morning in Reno, 

p v rp c c Clark Collins of 

CA. DC 33 Idaho's Blue Rib- 

Pflj'ftl bon Coalition, de- 

tailed how his gang 
ities of off-road vehicle 

buffs passed the 
# firstoftheWiseUse 

xie Lee Ray f gen S "'S.VS' 0 

3 law. The 1992 Na- 

tional Recreation 

‘ Trail Fund Act di- 

verts $30 million in gasoline taxes each 
year for the development of dirt-bike 
and snowmobile trails on federal lands. 
Senator Steve Symms (R-Idaho) was 
dedicated to the idea, but the Blue 
Ribbon Coalition lobbied fiercely for 
years and helped generate support in 
Congress, and the bill eventually 
passed. It is lifted almost word-for- 
word from item No. 24 in The Wise Use 
Agenda. 

When Collins was introduced in 
the show this morning, the conferees 
gave him a standing ovation. Here at 
the awards ceremony, the CDFE has 
presented Sen. Symms with a Lifetime 
Policy Achievement Award. Such are 
the heroes of Wise Use. 

The Center for the Defense of Free 
Enterprise is Alan Gottlieb's show. He 
founded the Center in 1976 and seems 
content to run its propaganda and fund- 
raising operations outside the lime- 
light. The Center is located in an office 
complex called Liberty Park in Bellevue, 
an upscale suburb of Seattle. Before 
Arnold came aboard in 1984, Gottlieb 
ran the CDFE primarily as an extension 
of his work as former leader of the 
right-wing Young Americans for Free- 
dom. He is known as a successful 
fundraiser, and was key to the PAC 
funding behind Ronald Reagan's cam- 
paign. He teaches other Wise U.se lead- 
ers the art of fundraising, and claims to 
send out about 20 million pieces of 
mail a year. Much of what he raises 
goes to pro-gun lobbies, another of his 
favorite causes. 

The CDFE is working on develop- 
ing a new area of expertise, however, 
that is a natural extension of Gottlieb's 
fundraising — media manipulation. The 
CDFE uses its own Free Enterprise Press 
to print its "battle books", such as 
Arnold's The Ecology Wars, The Wise Use 


Agenda and Wayne Hage's Storm Over 
Rangelands. Gottlieb owns talk-radio 
station KBNP in Portland, Oregon, and 
a news radio syndicate that he says now 
has 31 affiliates. He and the CDFE own 
interests in various television stations 
around the country. Arnold oversees 
the CDFE's American Press Syndicate, 
their wire service. "We manipulate the 
media as much as they manipulate us. 
Because we are the media." shrugs 
Arnold. But when I asked him whether 
or not he was going to record any of the 
Reno conference, he barked, "Why 
should I? There's no money in it." 

One of the stranger aspects of 
Arnold's career, which has included a 
10-year stint at Boeing, is his work for 
right-wing groups funded by the Rev. 
Sun Myung Moon. Up through 1991, 
Arnold was listed on documents filed in 
Washington state as an agent of the 
American Freedom Coalition (AFC) 
branch in Seattle. The AFC is a right- 
wing lobby created by a merger be- 
tween Christian Voice, a powerful 
Christian-right operation, and CAUSA, 
the main political-action arm of Moon's 
Unification Church. Arnold was a long- 
time member of CAUSA's speakers' bu- 
reau. The AFC office just happens to be 
located in Liberty Park. 

After a steak lunch, some Italian 
jokes by Merlo and a half-time speech 
by Quayle's aide David McIntosh, it's 
back to tactics. William Perry Pendley, 
an affable and sharp lawyer with the 
Mountain States Legal Foundation, gives 
the first of three short seminars this 
afternoon on "Suing Environmental 
Organizations." With the help of the 
Pacific Legal Foundation and the Free 
Enterprise Legal Defense Fund, this is a 
new front Wise Users plan to doggedly 
pursue. Besides his relished intention 
to sue environmental groups, Arnold 
loudly announces that he intends to 
dismantle the Sea Shepherd Conserva- 
tion Society. He does not say how. 

How much is just rhetoric? Arnold 
has good, if not suspiciously good, 
sources within sheriff's departments, 
the FBI, U.S. marshals and what he calls 
"international law-enforcement agen- 
cies." The CDFE has run its own in- 
vestigations of events such as the Red- 
wood summer bombing of Judi Bari and 
Darryl Cherney, and the FBI infiltration 
of Earth First! in Arizona. 

Could the Council on Competitive- 
ness be the shape of things to come? A 
committee whose purpose is to review 
legislation, they have battled against 
EPA head William Reilly on issues of 
environmental regulation. When 
Arnold dropped McIntosh off at the 
Reno airport later that afternoon, the 
young administrator's last words were 
"I'll make sure the vice president sees all 
these things." 

Dean Kuipers is a free-lance journalist 
living in San Francisco. 
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continued from page eight 

Idaho... 

tivist filed a formal complaint with the 
Idaho County Sheriff's Office against 
Forest Service agents following another 
harassment incident at the Earth First! 
camp near Dixie. The activist reported 
spotting two camouflaged male agents 
peering out at her from the bushes 
about 20 feet away while she was uri- 
nating.' When she yelled and honked 
the horn of a nearby vehicle the agents 
turned tail and ran off into the woods. 
According to Thompson, "The Forest 
Service has all of these testosterone- 
poisoned Rambo types out there spy- 
ing on us, and they don't seem to have 
anything better to do than lurk around 
in the bushes waiting to catch a glimpse 
of some flesh." 

Early on the morning of August 
1, a massive vertical banner was hung 
in a huge ponderosa pine next to the 
Red River District Forest Service Office. 
The banner, which read "Survival or 
Stumps," was hung 80 feet up in clear 
view of USFS personnel returning to 
work in the morning. 

Two more activists were ar- 
rested August 1 while trying to confirm 
the location of rare plants in an active 
roadbuilding and logging area. USFS 
regulations require a thorough investi- 
gation of the repercussions of destroy- 
ing rare plants before road construc- 
tion or logging begins. The activists 
were looking for the rare plant Allotropa 
virgata, also known as candy stick. With 
no warning, they were immediately 
arrested for walking down a trail in an 
area that the USFS claimed closed to 
the public. The activists refused to 
walk out and had to be carried on 
stretchers. Some USFS personnel re- 
fused to cooperate in the arrest and a 
firefighting crew had to be recruited to 
carry them out. 

Forest Service agent John 
Herrick had earlier told Earth Firstlers 
camping near the closed area that "they 
would be arrested on the spot for re- 
porting any populations of rare plants 
or animals" because that would be de 
facto proof that activists had crossed 
into the closures! This, of course, con- 
cedes that such plants do exist in the 
area. When USFS officials claimed that 
they had completed required plant 
surveys, activists asked to see the sur- 
veys. The USFS declined, raising strong 
doubts about the thoroughness or the 
very existence of the surveys. "The 
Forest Service biologists are unwilling 
or unable to do their jobs and protect 
sensitive species within the sale area," 
said Thompson. "It appears that the 
newly established military regime at 
the Red River District has taken the 
matter out of the biologists' hands." 
The arrested activists, Erik Ryberg, of 
Missoula, and Billi Barker, were released 
August 3, on $50 cash bond. 

Next, the Grouse sale road was 
targeted for action. Departing in late 
afternoon, a group of twelve left in 
pairs, ten minutes apart. After rendez- 
vousing a half mile away, the group 
hiked for six hours, settling down un- 
der the cover of darkness near the road. 
Hearing heavy equipment in the dis- 
tance, the group stopped to rest, then 
began the half mile hike to the road. 
Once on the road, the group busily 
went to work to construct a tripod 
made of lodgepole pine. After several 
hours of difficult labor erecting the 
tripod, an activist climbed to the top. 
He may have been the first to enact 
such a protest in the US. Two other 
activists attached themselves to road 
construction equipment — a skidder 
and an excavator — with bicycle locks 
on their necks. The rest remained in 
the woods to support the blockaders if 
necessary. 

Right before sunrise, and only 
moments after the activist had climbed 
to the top of the tripod, the logging 
crew was heard coming down the road. 
Rushing for tree cover, the support 


team stood prepared to protect those 
doing civil disobedience. Once the 
loggers arrived, tensions rose and tem- 
pers flared. Supporters then came out 
to make their presence known. Words 
were exchanged and the loggers re- 
treated. Later, a rather amicable meet- 
ing between three Earth Firstlers and 
three loggers took place. 

Road construction was shut 
down for eight hours. Loggers set fire 
to a banner hung from the tripod and 
moved two of the tripod's legs to test 
the sitter's resolve. A logger was quoted 
in the press complaining that a pro- 
tester had fallen asleep while locked to 
the equipment. "We heard him snor- 
ing so we woke him up," said the log- 
ger. Later, federal agents spotted the 
support people hiking back to camp. 
However, all escaped. 

The three blockading the road 
were arrested and taken to Idal^o 
County Jail in Grangeville where they 
were initially held on $50,000 bond 
each. Bond has since been lowered to 
$ 1000. They were jailed for nine days, 
during which time they held a hunger 
strike. 

That same morning several ac- 
tivists held a vigil at the Red River 
District Office to protest the road con- 
struction and the unjust arrest of the 
two activists who had been searching 
for rare plants. The USFS locked their 
doors and would not let anyone in. 
Protesters hung large banners and 
played music. The Earth First! pres- 
ence in the area may have tripled the 
number of USFS employees at Red River, 
most of the new arrivals being special 
agents from other states. 

On August 5, Alex Penley of 
Oregon, was arrested in Dixie on suspi- 
cion of being in a closure area earlier in 
the week. He too was taken to jail in 
Boise. Said Penley, "Theres not a chance 
in hell they saw me since I wasn't even 
there. It was just part of their policy of 
harassment. " The closure area was later 
extended to include nearly the entire 
sale area — almost 150,000 acres! The 
ban has since been lifted. 

On August 28, James Barnes 
was arrested, having chained himself 
to the road gate on Noble Road. Log- 
gers, arrived at the scene before the 
Forest Service, and aggressively tight- 
ening the chain around Barnes' neck. 
The perpetrators were eventually re- 
strained by co-workers. Several other 
citations were subsequently handed out 
to Earth Firstlers for "offensive com- 
munication" and being a "hazard to 
traffic," i.e., giving Freddies the moon. 
Most of these citations were later 
dropped at arraignment. 

The Idaho County Sheriff in 
Grangeville indicated that Earth First! 
protesters will be held liable for any 
injuries which occur to protesters, 
workers or USFS personnel. Earth First! 
will also be held liable for any malfunc- 
tioning machinery. The Sheriff also 
indicated that he has no control over) 
vigilante action and that locals would j 
take the law into their own hands. 

Several organizations, includ 
ing the Ecology Center and Alliance f oj 
the Wild Rockies, both in MissouL 
have filed a notice of intent to sue th| 
Forest Service under the Endanger! 
Species Act. Also, reliable sources have 
informed Earth First! that projected 
road construction (140 miles) has been 
reduced by the Forest Service to com- 
pensate for security expenses 
($250,000, as reported in the media). 
We believe this is accurate informa- 
tion... and reason to celebrate. We- 
have won the first battle! 

Earth First! remains dedicated 
to the goal of preserving Idaho wilder- 
ness and biodiversity. Organizers view 
the conflict in Idaho from a long range 
perspective, knowing that the logging 
companies and the Forest Service are 
doing so as well. The outrage and 
determination to see that this destruc- 
tion will not continue is strong, and 
plans are being formulated for 1993. 

The thought that Mallard-Cove 


maybe decimated weighs heavy on the f has to give and its going to be a public | 
minds of many. This area is large, f process — with dissent being part of 
unlike almost any other coniferous for- l that process. 


est of its kind. It must be protected! 

If you can help in any way — 
legal help, support, publicity, direct 
action, fundraising etc. — contact us. 
William Roberts (406)549-4336orjohn 
Lilbum (406)721-4255, Wild Rockies 
Earth First!, POB 9286, Missoula, MT 
59806 or Randall Restless (406)585- 
9211, Yellowstone Earth First!, POB 
6151, Bozeman, MT 59715. 

Meanwhile, write to Michael 
King, Supervisor, Nez Perce National 
Forest, Rt. 2, Box 475 Grangeville, ID 
85350, and Dave Jolly, Regional For- 
ester, POB 7669, Missoula, MT 59807 


Interview . . . 

continued from page 8 

skin. Arresting for a fictional offense. 
They're trying to show us that they can 
arrest us whenever they want. And 
they can and do. 

Journal: This is to harass, intimidate, 
wear us down in the hopes that we 
will go away? 

Erik: Yes, it's an attempt to discourage 
scrutiny of the logging. I think it 
worries them that people are on the 
spot telling them that they're breaking / 
the law. We argued from a legal, 
standpoint prior to coming here. We'v^ 
gone through the appeals process and 
know they're breaking the law. That'S 


Journal: The Forest Service is going 
to have to begin accepting the demo- 
cratic process more than they have. 
They argue that once the appeals 
process has been completed, the issue 
is dead. 

Erik: The Forest Service ignored the 
valid points in the appeal that was filed 
leaving us with no options but direct 
action. The Forest Service cannot be 
trusted to take the appeals process se- 
riously and to judge appeals on their 
merits. They need an increased toler- 
ance of open public debate on the 
issues. 

Journal: Should we challenge the 
Forest Service for being undemo- 
cratic, engaging in practices that 
threaten our civil liberties? Should 
we be addressing this publicly, in 
our writings, our actions? 

Erik: I don't know how we would do it 
in any kind of big way. I do it all the 
time in a small way. Unfortunately, 
I'm not sure the public is ready yet, or 
understands what's at stake: — ~ 


Journal: When we rely on too few r-. / 
people for civil disobedience(CD) and 
we find people under the pressure of 
the courts, we run the risk of ex- 
hausting our pool of activists and 
our campaign comes to a grinding 
halt- fejg lying on CD_tQ tM wt»e h it 


doing more than sitting at home behind , 
computers telling them they're break- j can be counterproductiv e 
ing the law. ' 


Erik: True, but this summer we made 
Journal: They're used to a formal, i some inroads just by being there be- 
administrative and legal appeals \ cause of the cost of security. We ran 
process. They don't know how to l circles around them. They know the 
deal with folks on the ground who sarea was too big to patrol. But there 
hold the potiential for confronta- 
tion. 


Erik: In one way the appeals process, 
which may soon be revoked, is very 
safe for the Forest Service; its extremely 
private. It's not safe for the Forest 
Service when we're out in the woods 
near a road construction site. 

Journal: The Forest Service has his- 
torically been able to carry out its 
management practices without 
much scrutiny. The public relations 
game is still somewhat new to them 
when they're dealing with such un- 
orthodox protest. 

Erik: When you're writing appeals and 
working through Congress you're an- 
other special interest group. But when 
you're the public they're put on the 
defense. _ 


Journal: What about the democratic 
ideals of our country, based on public 
participation? JVe find the Fore st; 
Service unfamiliar with the demo- 
JLratlC' prd£6&. Instead ot encourag) 
Trig public aepate tney re f righte ngq 
by it, painting Earth First! as terror^ 
ists to discourage other people from 
being open to our ideas. Who are 
these people accountable to? 


Erik: That's just it! We haven't brought , 
legal proceedings against the Forest' 
Service and T. for one, think we should. 
We need to hokTsSmeoneresponsible. 
Mostly I want to convince the Forest 
Service that they need to tolerate us. 
We're not going to go away and they're 
gorfig^olHaye to f ind a way to accept 
disse nt as a healthy part of the p rocess. 
Something has got to be resolved about 
our national forests. It is possible that 
wilderness areas will be clearcut and 
( the Endangered Species Act abolished!! 

I It's also possible that cutting our publif 
! lands will be halted and the Endangered 
Species Act strengthened. Something 


weren't that many actions ^ I got nine 
^harges-agaift st - me andJdidrLt.da.ao.y 
_ 'actions." fo nlv four folks have been 
irrested for CD. A great deal more 
were -arrested for other things. — J 

Journal: So the Freddies are not 
waiting for us to commit civil dis- 
obedience, they just make arrests. 
They're taking an assertive, even ag- 
gressive approach in order to put us 
on the defensive? 

Erik: When it comes to arrests, yes. 

Journal: Was what you did this 
summer the best thing you could 
have done with your time? 

Erik: I have no regrets. I saw species I 
had never seen before, spending my 
time in an area that's probably the 
wildest in the lower 48. 

] 

y Journal: Well, there's a sense ot maj- 
esty to the area, it's so immense. 

Erik: One of the first days I saw a 
Fisher, which is on the sensitive list 
and may soon be listed as threatened. 
They're declining in numbers prima- 
rily because of logging. That fisher 
watched us for a few minutes. I was in 
awe. That small event so quickly so- 
lidified^ui US' our purpose j whyTyT 


were there. N ot long after that I saw a 
pine martin, ermine, andmanymoose, 
evfen a bull moose. 

Journal: Folks see the struggle for 
what it is and have not been dis- 
couraged. How do we keep this up, 
to keep our commitment alive? 

Erik: I'm not snrp T havp a ny wisd om 
about that. Its a question I ask my sglf 
aTTthp rimp and-thpr>nly aqftw prTcoiTi e 

up with is to keep going back there. 


) 
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Continued... 


Wise Use. . . 

continued from page 24 

Pacific Legal Foundation 

Citizens for Land Rights, Culpeper, 

Virginia 

Citizens Forum for Truth & Progress, 
Virginia 

Fairness to Land Owners Coalition, 
based in Cambridge, Maryland 
Adirondack Solidarity Alliance, 
Washington DC 
Blue Line Council, Adirondacks 
State Farm Bureaus* in the Midwest 
are playing a leadership role in funding 
and organizing Wise Use campaigns, 
focussing on issues of wetlands, en- 
dangered species and private property 
rights. 

Kansas Grassroots Association 

A Partial List of Wise Use Finan- 
cial Supporters 
(Grassroots? High Country News re- 
ported that People for the West! re- 
ceived 96% of its annual million dollar 
budget from industry, while 12 out of 
1 3 directors are mining executives from 
companies that gave $15,000. ormore.) 
Exxon 
Honda 
Kawasaki 

National Rifle Assoc. 

Amax Gold 
Homestake Mining 
Energy Fuels Corp. 

Hecla Mining 
Pegasus Mining 
Cyprus Minerals 
Necro Minerals 
Crown Resources 
Kennecott 
Teck Corp. 

Tenneco Minerals 
Westmont Mining 
Inland Gold & Silver 
Viceroy Gold 
Independent Mining Co. 

Florida Canyon Mine 
National Cattleman's assoc. 

Coeur Rochester Mines 
Atlas Gold Mine 
Sonora Mine 

Colorado Timer Indus. Assoc. 

Park County Mining Assoc. 

Federation of Metal Detector & Archaeo- 
logical Clubs 
Asamera Corp. 

E. Oregon Mining Assoc. 

Northwest Mining Assoc. 

Mountain States Legal Defense Fund 
New Mexico Woolgrowers Assoc. 

Chevron Corp. 


GATT . . . 

continued from page 1 1 

project for your local EF! group. But 
unlike many of the tasks we set our- 
selves, there are alot of other {people 
and} groups working on this. Almost 
everyone exept the multinationals and 
the government, in fact: labor groups, 
consumer safety advocates, the big 
environmental groups, and isolation- 
ists, protectionists and NIMBYs of all 
stripes — probably even the Birchers. 
Its kind of a wet dream for the solidarity 
networkers among us. If we can show 
these other groups that it is certainly in 
their best interests to restrict interna- 
tional development and so preserve 
biodiversity and wildnemess abroad, 
then they might be more supportive of 
doing it at home. Ya gotta dream! 

We must demand that any free 
trade agreements raise all participating 
countries to the highest and strictist 
standards of environmental, labor, and 
consumer protection, rather than re- 
duce them to the lowest common de- 
nominator. We must go beyond this, 
and demand that any such agreement 
is tied to international protection for 
wilderness. An international commu- 
nity should insure that no country, 
through its environmentally destruc- 
tive practices, can reduce the habitat of 
birds, for instance, which freely migrate 
between nations. 

GATT requires us to advocate an 
international No Compromise position 
on development, and allows us some 
chance of being heard on this. More 
and more people are paying attention 
to this issue, and alot of them would no 
doubt appeciate some kick-ass direct 
action on it. But its going to take some 
doing, because the faceless bureaucrats 
who are putting this thing together are 
slimy in some hideous petrochemical 
way that would shame the simplist 
algae. 

We can start by joining other 
groups in their opposition. Rainforest 
Acion Network is making GATT one of 
the focal points of World Rainforest 
Week (WRW) October 17-25, and is 
calling for an International Day of 
Protest on October 20. They're sug- 
gesting demonstrations at your local 
federal building. The following day 
they are planning a mailgram barrage. 


Have your upscale friends order a 
mailgram (for $6.95) at the GATT Ac- 
tion Hotline (800) 641-1818 hotline 
#9302. You can get a GATT Action 
Packet which explains the issue in more 
depth and gives you resources for 
leafletting, petitioning and further re- 
search from: RAN attn. WRW-GATT, 
450 Sansome, Ste 700, San Francisco, 
CA 94111; (415) 398-4404. They're 
asking two bucks but understand pov- 
erty. Do this soon. 

And think. This is a big one and 
we've got to stop it. If you come up 
with anything let us all know. 

Wolf Hearings . . . 

continued from page 15 

Send letters to the Fish & Wildlife 
Service in support of the "No Cows" 
alternative, and wolf reintroduction in 
general to: 

Gray Wolf EIS 
P.O. Box 8017 
Helena, MT 59601 
By Duke Sheppard 

ALF.. . 

continued from page 17 

gion and harassed activists in nearby 
Ashland, former headquarters of CAFF. 
However, the BATE and FBI refuse to 
acknowledge whether there is indeed a 
warrant for me, and deny any attempts 
to apprehend me. 

As the investigation continues, 
many activists have been hauled be- 
fore the grand jury, interrogated, ha- 
rassed, and put under surveillance. 
Seven employees from People for the 
Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) 
have been subpoenaed to appear before 
the Michigan grand jury. Two PETA 
employees have also had to give hand- 
writing samples. Along with the 
Michigan grand jury, other grand juries 
meeting over the ALF actions include 
ones in Washington, Oregon, and 
Maryland. It is unknown how many 
activists have been subpoenaed to these 
grand juries. If the Michigan grand 
jury is any indication, we can assume 
anywhere from 30 to 60. 


Foreman . . . 

continued from page 31 

ously, there'snothingwrongwith that. 
I don't believe in being a martyr. I 
don't believe in the tragic hero. I don't 
want to be a martyr. But by God, if it's 
a ghost dance that I'm dancing, then 
I'm going to dance it. And I'll shut up 
when I'm laying in the desert with Ed 
Abbey. 

The couple of things we have 
to realize right now from looking at 
how the FBI destroyed the Panthers 
and AIM is that they operate by agent 
provocateurs. They operate by sowing 
mistrust. They operate by sowing fear. 
Well, we shouldn't be as trusting as we 
once were. But let's not mistrust, either. 
Let's not let this destroy us. Because in 
one sense, this whole thing is designed 
to create dissatisfaction in Earth First!, 
to create distrust, to encourage faction- 
alism, to encourage people fighting 
one another. 

There might be honest factions 
in Earth First! We might need to go our 
separate ways in some ways. But if we 
do it, let's do it with best wishes and 
without hate and as friends. Watch 
whatyousay. Butdon'ttreateverybody 
like an agent. Don't let them destroy 
you. When something weird happens, 
always ask: Did the FBI do this? Did an 
agent provocateur do this? Is this be- 
ing done to tear us apart? But let's 
think. Let's resist. Let's be smart about 
resisting. 

r There's nothing glorious about 
sacrifice. There's nothing glorious about 
throwing yourself in as a martyr. But 
warriors sometimes become martyrs. 
And warriors can sometimes act fool- 
ishly. Be smart warriors. We need to 
learn from what the FBI has done be- 
fore. We need to learn from what the 
industrial state has done before. And 
we need to respond intelligently, ef- 
fectively and intransigently. We need 
to operate with courage. We all need to 
go intd the wilderness. We need to do 
what Peg said. Watch the moon rise. 
Look at the stars. Listen to the trees. 
Lay in the river. Draw strength from 
that. Carry on the fight. And if we die 
in the fight, so be it. We died better 
than we could have any other way. 

There's nothing else to do. 

Dave Foreman was busted by 
the FBI on May 31, 1989 along with 
Peg Millett, Marc Baker, and Mark 
Davis on charges which included 
conspiracy to damage power lines. 
This speech was made at the Earth 
First! Round River Rendezvous in July 
of 1989. 


GIVE A SNAKE 
««»A BREAK**— 


STOP RATTLESNAKE ROUND - UPS 

EARTH FIRST! BIODIVERSITY TASK FORCE 


Bumper Stickers are only $1.50 each and support the 
Biodiversity Legal Foundation. Include a donation 
with your order if you can! Order from: BLF, P.O 
Box 3132, Boulder, CO 80307-3132 


WOLVES FOR A 
GREATER 
YELLOWSTONE 

EARTH FIRST! BIODIVERSITY TASK FORCE 



/concerned SINGLES NEWSLETTERS 
'link* compatible singlet who care about ' 
the earth, the environment, 

«od a healthy society tLjSy 
National and International membership, 
i All age*. Since 1984. Free sample: i 

\^EoKM»-«,»ttctortdge,»tAqt»«2. J 


Cattle . . . 

continued from page 26 
provides some legal foundation for this 
position. In a case involving the Los 
Angles Water Department's de-water- 
ing of streams flowing into Mono Lake, 
the court declared that no one had the 
right to destroy an aquatic ecosystem. 
The court also said the public trust 
requires minimum water flows to 
maintain the ecological health of the 
lake. 

Certainly this is a reasonable alter- 
native. It simply states that irrigators, 
andotherwater users (in this particular 
case, the City of Los Angeles) could 
continue to withdraw water from 
streams, but minimum flows must be 
maintained to ensure that aquatic eco- 
systems are not jeopardized. This is 
how water diversions in the eastern 
United States are allotted, based upon 
"riparian rights." In the east, no one 
owns water. Easterners only have the 
right to some limited and reasonable 
use of water so long as that use does not 
interfere with the water needs of oth- 
ers. The definition of "others" should 
be enlarged to include fish, wildlife, 


riparian zone vegetation, recreational 
users, and the rivers themselves. 

Rather than trying to minimize di- 
versions from individual streams by 
leasing or purchasing "rights," we 
should deliver an Emancipation Proc- 
lamation for rivers. No longer shall 
they be slaves to a few ranchers and 
farmers (or even cities like Los Ange- 
les). Rather, we will recognize that 
rivers have an inherent right to exist 
and flow unimpeded. Minimum flows 
to maintain aquatic ecosystems should 
be mandatory on all waterways in the 
west. Those who might wish to divert 
water from streams could only take the 
excess flows (if one even believes there 
is such a thing as excess.) 

It's time we did away with a hun- 
dred years of river slavery in the west 
and entered into a new relationship 
with our waterways, one that permits 
them to maintain their own ecological 
and geological integrity. To do that, 
we need to first stop wasting enormous 
amounts of scarce water on livestock. 
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DEAR NED LUDD 


DEAR NED LUDD has returned as a regular 
feature in the Earth First! Journal for discus- 
sion of creative means of effective defense 
against the forces of industrial totalitarianism. 
Neither the Earth First! movement nor the 
Earth First! Journal necessarily encourage 
anyone to do any of the things discussed in 
DEAR NED LUDD. 



Some Random 
Thoughts on Stopping 
Damaging Projects 

(For the Prevention of Disease Only) 

Almost air damaging projects 
require the use of "heavy equipment" 
— bulldozers, scrapers, cranes, shovels, 
rollers, etc. All over the country you 
see these behemoths left on work sites 
overnight, generally with little or no 
protection. Usually, they are left com- 
pletely unguarded, with the engine 
compartment unlocked. Occasionally, 
a large group of machines is encaged by 
a cheap, easily circumvented fence. 
Some doors are left unlocked. Some- 
times lights are left on in mobile office 
trailers, without a person or dog 
around. 

Familiarize yourself with the phases 
of the moon, listed on the weather 
page of the newspaper. The darkest 
nights are between the new and full 
moons. These are the best times for 
night maintenance. Highway projects 
are particularly easy prey, because 
highway lights make it very difficult 
for drivers to see anything but the 
highway. 

According to Ecodefense, two of the 
most effective measures are abrasives 
in the oil or fuel, or (preferably salt-) 
water in the oil. The oil filler is very 
easy to find. It is a large cap, usually 
with a T-shaped handle on top. Water 
is cheap, easily washes down the 
abrasive, and cleans up any spills. It 
also causes internal rusting. For this 
purpose, salt water is far more effective 


than ordinary water. 

Friday and Saturday nights are 
good for night-work, since any spilled 
water will have had plenty of time to 
dry before Monday morning when the 
workers return. Avoid the type of oil 
filler tube that also holds the dipstick, 
or at least 
make sure 
that no tell- 
tale grit will 
show on the 
dipstick if 
the oil level 
is checked. 

Don't use so 
much water 
that the oil 
level rises too 
far. The goal 
is to leave no 
sign of tam- 
pering, so 
that the en- 
gine is run 
and destroys 
itself. Any 
sign of tam- 
pering will 
alert the 
workers to 
institute countermeasures — change 
the oil, lock and guard all equipment, 
pass laws restricting the availability of 
aluminum oxide, etc. We want a lot of 
damage to occur before any tampering 
gets noticed. For this reason, tire slash- 
ing, water in the fuel tank, and other 
obvious tampering should be used only 
when all else has failed. 

Although Ecodefense recommends 
the use of silicone carbide in the oil 


filler pipe, actually, aluminum oxide 
(very fine — grit sizes og 180 or higher) 
is almost as hard, and is much more 
effective on ferrous metals. Stock up 
on it before it is outlawed! To avoid tell 
tale spills use a small, flexible plastic 
container that can be squeezed to form 


a small spout, such as a plastic yoghurt 
container with a cover for carrying 
your supply of grit. Powdery abrasive 
should not touch the skin or be in- 
haled, so be careful when you pour it. 

Abrasive imbeds itself in the softer 
metal (in machinery, parts that touch 
must be of different metals) and cuts 
out bits of the harder metal, which also 
begin to circulate and cause more 
havoc. The particles need only be large 
enough to stick up out of the oil film, 
which is approximately .000001 " thick. 
The oil filter catches above 1 80 ( .0034") . 
Size 400 has particles of .0009' , and 
size 600, .00033". They may seem too 
fine, buttheywilllastlong and continue 
cutting. Sand, even quartz, isn't much 
harder than steel, and so isn't as ef- 
fective. However, a lot of it could 
potentially clog up the oil filter and 
cause the bypass valve to open up, 
allowing sand to get into the works. 
Removing the oil filter, as recomended 
in Ecodefense, is probably not a good 
idea. I am told that it causes the oil 
pressure warning light to go on. 

Abrasive in the fuel is good, because 
it is pumped into the top of the engine 
and enters the cylinder compartment. 
Abrasive in the oil may or may not get 
picked up by the oil pump. If the 
engine is not moved around much (for 
example, on a large crane), the grit may 
stay in the bottom of the oil pan. This 
is why it is good to use very fine grit 
that will stay in suspension. Piston 
arms used to extend down into the oil, 
in order to splash it around, which 
would help spread grit, but I believe 
this feature is no longer used. The oil 
pump has a screen that excludes only 
large particles. Its intake generally floats 
on top of the oil. 

A construction company would not 
be happy to have its million dollar 


equipment rendered useless. But they 
are arrogant and aren't very careful, 
not guarding equipment, not checking 
the oil in the morning, etc. Appar- 
ently, grit inserted via the oil filler hole 
doesn't show up on the dipstick until 
after the engine has been running, and 
probably could be overlooked by a 
careless operator. 

By the way, I understand that salt is 
very bad for concrete, but I don't know 
how to get it into the mixture. Maybe 
someone else can work that one out. 

Happy Wrenching, 

The Slime Creature 

How to Make and to 
Be an Agitator 

BY SMILODON 

I am sure that you shared my 
horror upon first hearing of the im- 
minent peril in which Siberian tigers 
and other denizens of the Russian Far 
East now find themselves. I am equally 
confident that your outrage could only 
have increased upon finding out that 
this peril comes at the hands of a 
manufacturer of automobiles, which 
surely rank high among the worst 
plagues unleashed upon this wide world 
by the factories of industrial society. 
And I do not believe I am far wrong in 
imagining a smile playing across the 
corners of your lips as you thought of 
the particular vulnerability of cars sit- 
ting in their dealers' lots. We need go 
no further; we need not discuss in 
detail the opportunities provided by 
tires, windshields, headlights, 
paintjobs, locks or engines, to say 
nothing of the proximate dealership 
offices. We need not examine the 
particular uses of spray paint, glass 
etching fluid, baseball bats, buteric acid, 
utility knives, superglue, or any other 
compounds or tools. No, we need only 
discuss communication. How do we 





GET OUT OF SIBERIA! 


Leave the habitat for the cat 
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What Is Happening 
to Our Movement? 

by Dave Foreman 


utility knives, superglue, or any other 
compounds or tools. No, we need 
only discuss communication. How 
do we let American Hyundai dealers 
know that we oppose, in the strongest 
terms, not simply the whole distaste- 
ful business of manufacting and using 
automobiles, but in particular their 
company's nefarious business of de- 
forestation in Siberia? 

Let us again take up the ex- 
ample of the Coors Agitator. Why 
would not a similar sticker work for 
Hyundai? Only because we cannot 
assume that the correspondence of 
the Journal is outside the scrutiny of 
those same authorities who would 
take so much interest in a widespread 
wave of nocturnal activity. If we are 
to have agitators we must make them 
each our own — yet they may be cut 


from the same cloth. Here is a design 
which concisely yet explicitly eluci- 
dates the issue. I can assure you that 
the artist would be only too happy if 
it were widely replicated and distrib- 
uted. 

Making agitators is a fairly 
uncomplicated procedure, requiring 
only a modicum of familiarity with 
the now ubiquitous copying machine, 
and a supply of adhesive-backed pa- 
per, the color of your choice. Yet 
achieving the goal of this delightful 
means of communication requires one 
thing more: a careful attention to se- 
curity at every step of the process. 

If you are making agitators of 
your own design, be extremely careful 
that you do not leave some telltale 
sign. Do not use your own writing, 
and destroy your originals once you 
have made a "master." If you can, 
make many identical copies of this 
master, and distribute them anony- 
mously (as is being done with this 
design), so that you cannot be solely 
identified with it. 

The first thing you will want 
to do is to replicate this design until 
you can fill a page with copies of it. At 
its current size it will fit six to a page, 
but never forget that it is a simple 
matter to reduce the image to fit more 
on a page, or to enlarge it to make the 
message easily readable even to the 
severly myopic. Whatever your stylis- 
tic preference, you face at this step 
your first critical security challenge: 
the copying machine. 

You will want to select a ma- 
chine that is widely used by the pub- 
lic. A copier, by virtue of imperfec- 
tions in the glass and on the roll, 
leaves its own distinguishable prints. 
You do not want anyone to remark 
upon your association with this ma- 
chine or to notice what you were 
doing on it. A shopclerk's recollec- 
tion of "a rather shabby gentleman in 


camouflage wearing wool gloves copy- 
ing something from the Earth First! 
Journal would do your cause no great 
good. Therefore — while you should 
not be too uptight about the matter — 
do be discreet. 

You will also want to avoid put- 
ting your fingers (or, incidentally, other 
anatomical features) in contact with 
any of the materials you are using. This 
holds true especially of the adhesive 
paper onto which you can now copy 
your master sheet. It is most efficient to 
do this during the same visit to the copy 
shop. Have several sheets of such paper 
with you, in a manilla envelope, into 
which you can return them once you 
have imprinted them with your design. 

If you can cut your sheets into 
individual agitators at the copying es- 
tablishment without exciting undue 


attention, do that as well. Blades also 
leave a signature, and you certainly don't 
want your household scissors' "John 
Henry" all over your careful work. 

Again, in the application of these 
stickers, make sure that they carry noth- 
ing of your person with them, your hair 
or fibers of your clothing in particular. 
Finally, make only as many agitators as 
you are going to use, so that you are not 
left with incriminating evidence. You 
may well want to divest yourself of 
surplus adhesive paper at the same time 
that you scuttle the other instruments 
and materials of your evening hobby. 

So there we have it! The precau- 
tions may seem rather in the extreme, 
and indeed, in most cases they are. 
Certainly if you are simply making agi- 
tators for the fun of it or to place 
playfully in passing, then you could be 
a bit more cavalier about it all . But if you 
are imagining that you would place the 
stickers at some scene of actual damage, 
where they could connect you in the 
minds of investigators with some actual 
crime, then you need to take the game 
rather more seriously. And as no reader 
of these pages really needs to be re- 
minded (but it makes a nice close), for 
nearly everyone else on the planet — 
trees, taiga, tigers, tribesmen — the game 
has gotten very serious indeed. 


Dear Luddites, 

It occurs to me that wearing 
gloves can be awfully conspicuous in 
certain circurstances, say, for instance, 
mailing a letter on a hot day, or working 
on a public typewriter. Are there any 
other good ways to mask your finger- 
prints? How about covering them with 
several layers of white glue or rubber 
cement? Any ideas? 

Wanting safe sets, 

— Sticky Fingers 


What's happening to Earth 
First! right now is what happened to 
Martin Luther King in the late sixties 
before he was murdered. It's what 
happened to the Black Panthers. It's 
what happened to the American In- 
dian Movement. It's what's happened 
to a lot of social change groups in the 
United States. It's what happened to 
the Wobblies back in the Palmer Raids 
after World War I. It's what happened 
to Sacco and Vanzetti. It's what hap- 
pened to several hundred thousand 
women in Europe during the Middle 
Ages in the Inquisition. It's what has 
happened to tribal people all over the 
world faced with Christianity and im- 
perialism. It is what has happened to 
hundreds of thousands of species in 
natural communities faced by imperi- 
alism and capitalism and the attitude 
that the world is a giant smorgasbord. 

What's happening to us is not 
unique. We have a lot of fellow travel- 
ers in the past and around the world 
today. It's what's happening in China. 
It's what's happening in Chile. It's 
what's happening in El Salvador. It's 
what's happening in Guatemala. It's 
what's happening in South Africa. It's 
how France destroyed the nuclear 
movement there ten or fifteen years 
ago. And it's happening now to us. 

What the FBI was trying to do 
to me when they came barging into my 
bedroom at seven o'clock in the morn- 
ing, pushing Nancy aside, pulling out 
their cocked .357 magnums, was to 
scare me. They were trying to intimi- 
date me. And they did. I am scared. I 
am intimidated. But I'm not going to 
shut up. 

There's a real difference be- 
tween talking about this and facing it. 
If you remember at the Rendezvous 
last summer I talked about how we 
were going to face this. I said some of 
us were going to do hard time. I said 
some of us were going to die. It's easy 
to talk about. It's one thing to accept it 
intellectually. It's another thing to 
have it happen. When you wake up 
looking into .357 magnums like that 
you begin to think that what's going to 
happen to you is what's happened to 


AIM and the Black Panthers. It's just 
going to be summary execution. 

When Mark and Marc and Peg 
had helicopters and flares and bazoo- 
kas and uzis and 50 FBI agents come 
down on them that night in the Ari- 
zona desert I'm sure they thought the 
same thing. (Someone shouts "Peg got 
away! "The crowd cheers wildly.) 

There's a reality out there now. 
We aren't talking just about an abstrac- 
tion. The power of the industrial state 
is coming down on Earth First! They're 
coming down on Earth First! because 
we've been effective. And I think we 
all have to recognize the reality of that. 
We all have to recognize the reality of 
imprisonment in a federal penitentiary. 
The charges against Peg and Mark and 
Marc could total 35 years. If I'm lucky, 
my charges only total five years. 

But we're going to face that. 
And more of us are going to face that. 
It's not an easy thing to face. Death 
isn't an easy thing to face. But there's 
something worse than death in your- 
self. There's something worse than my 
death. And that's the death of the 
planet. That's the destruction of eco- 
systems and of species. I've got no 
choice. I'm here. I'm going to be here 
from now on just like I've been in the 
past. If they can scare me. They can 
intimidate me. The wilderness is going 
to give me strength to stand up, face 
whatever they throw at me. They can 
blow me away. They can always do 
that. They can throw me in jail. They 
can't blow all of us away. They can't 
throw us all in jail. 

I think we've all had a good 
life. We've all had wonderful wilder- 
ness experiences. We've run rivers. 
Backpacked into the high country. En- 
countered the griz. We've seen the 
moon rise. We've seen the northern 
lights. We've watched the hawk on the 
wing. We've heard goose music. You 
can't ask for anything more than that. 
You can't ask for anything more than 
that and appreciate it. You can 't ask for 
any more of a tribe than this, and the 
strength and togetherness that it brings. 
The love that we all have for one an- 
continued on next page 
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Timber Wars And Other Writings 


by Judi Bari 

reviewed by Don Graham 

Timber Wars is a collection of 26 ar- 
ticles by or interviews with Judi Bari, 
almost all dealing with the Earth 
First! /Industrial Workers of the W orld 
struggle to protect forests and jobs in 
Mendocino County, California. In 
her introduction, Judi acknowledges 
the inadequacy of this form over a 
more lengthy, in-depth book. But in 
its current state, the collection works, 
and works well. Bari is a powerful 
activist and organizer, and this shows 
through in her writing. She effec- 
tively links environmentalism with 
struggles against sexism, classism, and 
racism and, perhaps most threaten- 
ingly, consistently stands with 
workers against both corporate greed 
and green ignorance. With a back- 
ground in carpentry and as a Wobbly 
organizer, Judi speaks the language 
of workers. She is bringing the radical 
worker's voice to the environmen- 
talist and the radical enviro voice to 
the worker. 

Most of the articles in this col- 
lection first appeared in the Anderson 
Valley Advertiser, a radical weekly in 
Mendo-land. Other pieces are 
speeches Judi gave at Earth First! 
demos, interviews with the alterna- 
tive press, or op-ed pieces Bari wrote 
when particularly outraged by biased 
coverage in the mainstream press. 
This first edition contains material 
dating from October 1989 to Octo- 
ber 1991. This period includes the 
infamous bombing of Judi and Darryl 
Cherney in Oakland, California on 
May 24, 1990, and the Redwoood 


Foreman... 

other. The strength that we all give 
each other. We've got to hold that 
together. But we've got to face the 
reality of what's coming down on us. 

The reality of what's coming 
down on us destroyed the American 
Indian Movement. It destroyed the 
Black Panthers. And it killed Martin 
Luther King. It's putting people in 
China up against the wall right now. 
But when you believe in something, 
you've got to face that. You've got to 
face that ultimately lonely moment 
that Joan of Arc faced, orDanton faced. 
Or those 20 or 30 some students in 
China are facing now. The industrial 
state is brutal. And it's vicious and it's 
violent and it doesn't have a sense of 
humor. It doesn't tolerate effective 
opposition. They give us all kinds of 
opportunities to influence things, but 
they're never going to let us — or give 
us — the opportunity to really change 
things. We have to take that. And it's 
our courage that will let us take that 
opportunity. 

So what can I say, I'm scared. I 
think a lot of you should be scared. But 
let's not be intimidated. Let's not be 
stupid. Let's be smart. We've got to 
fight, but we've got to fight intelli- 
gently. We've got to fight effectively. 
Like I say, everything's the same, but 
everything is different now. 

I think we have to really do 
some introspection as individuals and 
as a group to decide how we're going to 
face that. It's something that I've been 
thinking about a lot, lately. How do we 
continue effective resistance for the 
earth, for the life of everything on this 
planet, against the destruction of the 
industrial state? And how do we do it 
effectively? How do we do it without 
alienating everybody else? Without 
creating ourselves as targets? I would 


Summer campaigns of 1990 & '91. 

Even in these short essays, Bari is 
able to go beyond simple arguments, 
and present fairly detailed and very 
well thought out positions on a vari- 
ety of issues, from her opposition to 
tree-spiking as a tactic to her anti- 
misanthropy to the departure from 
EF! of Dave Foreman. You don't 
always have to agree with her, but 
her positions command respect. 

While it is difficult to pin down 
such a diverse collection, one theme 


that reappears throughout is violence, 
and her non-violent reaction to it. 
Her writings build a convincing case 
for, at the least, suspecting FBI prior 
knowledge of the asassination at- 
tempt against her, and detail the 
cover-up, anti-investigation and 
smear campaign conducted against 
her and Cherney in the media. She 
presents a long list of violent act 
commited by "camo buddies" or 
"stampers" and local government 
indifference or complicity. In "The 


Palco Papers," Bari uses Pacific Lum- 
ber Co. memos to show corporate 
approval of violence against Earth 
Firstiers. 

Bari also implicates the Oakland 
Police and the FBI in government 
harassment or subversion of Earth 
First! and other groups. She goes on 
to link this subversion to the FBI's 
Counter Intelligence Program 
(COINTELPRO) aimed at the Ameri- 
can Indian Movement, the Black 
Panthers and Puerto Rican 


Independentistas beginning in the 
1960's. In "Exposing the FBI," Bari 
tells of an experience from the early 
1970's when she had to pay a per- 
sonal price for publicly revealing the 
identity of a government informant. 
After fingering the government in- 
former, Judi was set up for a drug 
bust. This incident undoubtedly 
formed a long-held aversion to "con- 
fronting" suspected FBI agents/in- 
formants. 

Bari has an unusually strong sense 


of the means by which public opin- 
ion in the U.S. is manufactured and 
controlled. In "Why I Hate the Cor- 
porate Press" and "Who Bought Steve 
Talbot?" she takes on the San Fran- 
cisco Examiner and PBS station KQED 
in SF over matters of substance, style 
and nuance. These challenges show 
a fine grasp of the mass media's 
methods of manipulation. 

The two strongest articles on la- 
bor issues, "Working at the L-P Mill" 
and "Last Ditch Logging" are must 
reads for any activist seriosly inter- 
ested in building community with 
timber workers. After all, Bari argues, 
these folks are exploited by the same 
corporations (L-P, G-P, MAXXAM, 
etc.) responsible for the tremendous 
assault on the forests of Northern 
California. 

While Timber Wars is very infor- 
mative and touches on many impor- 
tant issues, the subject does deserve a 
more in-depth treatment. An updated 
second edition, which includes more 
recent info about this summer's 
Albion Nation Uprising and the fa- 
mous "Patty Hearst" photo of Judi, 
should be available by the time you 
read this. Until the "Definitive 
Mendo Book" is written, by Bari or 
someone else, this is probably the 
best single source for activists to hear 
our side of the California Timber 
Wars. 

Timber Wars and Other Writings is 
available for $12 (postpaid) from the 
Mendocino Environmental Center, 
106 W. Standley, Ukiah, CA 95482. 
Make checks out to Judi Bari. 


Who Bombed Judi Bari? 

We know you’re out there still . . . 



hope that all of you start thinking 
about that too. 

And in facing this incredible 
challenge before us, how do we respond 
without becoming those people we are 
trying to destroy? How we do we avoid 
that great pitfall of revolutionaries, to 
become that which you revolt against? 
How do we fight tyranny without be- 
coming tyrants? How do we fight hate 
without hating? How do we fight death 
without killing? How do we fight evil 
without becoming evil? How do we 
resist without becoming that which we 
resist? 

I don't know. That's what I'm 
thinking about. That's what I'm ask- 
ing. And I hope all of you think about 
that, too. How Earth First! can deal 
with this new challenge. How we can 
react effectively. And how do we gird 
ourselves to what Peg and Mark and 
Marc are facing now when we hear the 
jackboots at our front doorstep? And 
we look into the uzis and see the heli- 
copters with the spotlights above us. 

It's easy to say certain things. 
Rhetoric's easy. But I tell you I didn't 
have any rhetoric when I looked into 
those .357 magnums. I didn't have any 
rhetoric when I had the shackles around 
my ankles, a chain around my waste, 
and handcuffs on my wrists attached 
to the chains. Thank God Nancy had 
a little rhetoric to answer the FBI agent 
who told her she ought to save her skin 
by getting rid of me, and leaving me 
and getting out of Earth First! That's 
what they told her when they took me 
out. That's what they're going to tell a 
lot of you: "Hey you've got a lot of lives 
ahead ofyou. Saveit. Don'tloseit. Get 
out of this now." 

If you can't face the reality, 
then get active in the Sierra Club. Seri 

continued on page 28 
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WALKING WITH FRIENDS ON 
MY 36TH BIRTHDAY 


I choose the route & 
set the pace of this walk. 

It leads out 
the back door 
& down the path 
past the pond 
covered with new ice, 
across a drainage ditch 
and into the wheat field. 
Today’s sun has wanned 
the field’s surface 
so raw dirt sticks. 

We try to skirt 
the worst spots 
but it’s no use — 
the ground’s skin 
tears with every step. 

We can trace our path 
by the tracks; 

ahead, the field’s unmarked. 
It won’t be long now 
before new season’s growth 
covers our ragged tracks. 

No sign we came this way. 


RED TAIL TUNE 

Cardinal to Crow 

a bird looks, 

one eye at a time 

and sees not red or black 

but chromatic colors 

calling out reflections of life. 

Color blind to the conspicuous 
I see the mirrored soul of songs 
written on the stanzas 
of telephone lines. 

Perched notes set to scale 
pacing out the arrangement 
with the hawk hovering 
above as the title. 

Mark S. Edwards 


Stephen Lewandowski 


UNDERGROUND 

I see you underground 

hair bright as day, 

light and fine as comsilk — 

strange beneath dark trembling earth, 

enfolded in shadow, 

surrounded by thick protective roots — 

your hiding movements, like a wild rabbit, 

long still stops, 

sudden bursts through the open. 

Oh, I think of you, 
the new nameless one, 
fear of roots breaking 
from under your grasp, 

hate the necessary bramble cover — your nemesis — : 

long to untangle the thorns, 

release you into sunlit laughter 

somewhere when the chains, bars, and guns 

all lie broken, 

museum pieces of scorn. 

I dream of finding you on my doorstep, 

yet I can’t even give you that, 

can’t give myself the sight and sound of you, 

cold eyes watch all around us, 

unseen machines grinding people up, 

spitting them out 

into a wasted concrete maze 

of no meaning. 

Anonymous 


THE NORTHERN MOUNTAIN 

Now there’s a mountain to remember! 

Nothing pretty or magnificent 
But simple as yellow loess. 

The blame it has taken for ferociousness 
Goes as far back as time. 



I lean upon a chaotic heap of stones. 

My heart is so close to them 
That it feels their warmth. 

No words here, just an expanse of waving grass 
Blown by winds from the empty valley. 

I have picked out a fragment that history lost. 

This, the Northern Mountain, once had 
Splendid peaks and ridges too sublime for words. 
Flowers, trees, and songbirds used to thrive there; 
So did a clear spring that people said was holy. 
Incense smoke curled up inside a Buddhist temple. 

The forest has plenty of axes and clubs, 

The loggers’ rudeness enshrouds the mountain. 
Tall trees and short ones 
Fall down one after another. 

Having lost this protective screen. 

The low grass and the wellspring 
Die away in grief. 

Why not chase away the axes and clubs? 

Since ancient times, we have found it hardest 
To deprive ourselves of cutting tools 
And reasons for cutting. 

“When there shall be no more tree cutting” — 

That is the green fantasy of the deserted mountain, 
A dream so long and simple... 

Xu Gang 

Translated by Dennis Ding and Edward Morin 






Rock Chuck Hears a Logging 
Truck 

Rock chuck is a rusty puff 
who makes fat fists when she eats 
and cheeps to remind us of 
our own strong will to sit 
straight up and whistle when 
the world comes to pull us apart. 

Her kids playing King of the Mountain 
there on that pile of rocks 
push each other off while Mom 
stands yet the higher ground, 
her atoms in sync with the same wind 
that carries the hawk to them 
or their scent to the coyote. 

Everything here zags or circles 
except the straight line of her voice, 
vertical through the stream’s leap, 
the pine’s shush, an axis of sound 
in perfectly crooked spokes 
to warn her world of us who are 
coming to everyone’s senses 
but our own. 

Greg Keeler 

from Epiphany at Goofy’s Gas 



Howie on Ice 


Wilderness on the Rocks 
by Howie Wolke 

Published by Ned Ludd Books. Paper- 
bound. 240 pages. 

Reviewed by Don Smith 

If the Justice of the Peace in 
Pinedale, Wyoming hadn't thrown the 
book at Howie Wolke, 'Wilderness on 
the Rocks' would never have been 
written. Howie found himself in jail 
for breaking Edward Abbey's rule #2: 
"Don't get caught. " As George Hayduke 
told Ed, "The whole idea in the mon- 
key wrench business is to make it cost 
them. Them not you." 

While Howie thanks Ed "for mak- 
ing wildland despoilers sweat, for of- 
fending the most offensive among us, 
for being a thorn in the side of indus- 
trial tyrants, for defecating on the pa- 
rade of human expansionism, and for 
leaving the world a bit wilder than it 
would have been without him," I thank 
Howie for writing this book, even if his 
butt had to be forcibly parked behind 
bars for six months in wind-swept 
Pinedale to make him write the damn 
thing. And I'll bet the Wind River 
Range wasn't visible from his cell to 
inspire, as it did me a year ago when I 
vomited in bowed humiliation to the 
earth as a result of elevation sickness. 
Oh, if it weren't for such fond memo- 
ries. 

Anyway, this is a review of Howie's 
book not my puke. And this is one 
hard-hitting, wrench-wielding, foot 
stomping, bellowing grunt of a book. 
And for eco-warriors, or even you simple 
everyday monkeywrenchers, this book 
is must reading. Not that Mr. Wolke is, 
as he says, opposed to "all oil/gas de- 
velopment or all logging, even on the 
public lands. Hunter-gatherers cut 
down trees. So do beavers. And I think 
that working in the woods — even 
logging — can be a downright healthy 
and honorable way to make a living." 
But this is all the consolation you'll 
find in this book. Perhaps this is all he 
had time for since his cellmate was "a 
born-again Mormon drug addict," who 
asked questions like, "How can you 
oppose logging? Don’t you live in a 
wooden house?" Howie responds: "I 
live in a goddamned 8 by 12 steel cell. 
Are you fucking blind?" 

Wilderness on the Rocks is a well- 
written, concise critique of the Forest 
Service and of traditional environ- 
mental organizations, as well as an 
examination of wilderness defense 
strategy, a preservation and restoration 
proposal, and, perhaps most impor- 
tantly, an urgent call to action. Filled 
with descriptions of wilderness habitat 
and wildlife dwellers and of threats to 
biodiversity across the US, the book 
presents facts alongside analysis. 

After outlining the ecological crisis, 
Mr. Wolke delves into the primacy of 
biological diversity, which holds that 
all species have inherent rights, above 
and beyond the human-centered ar- 
guments for saving wilderness. This is 
a book not about urban environmental 
pollution, about ozone depletion, or 
about toxic contamination. It is, in the 
final analysis, about defending wil- 
derness for the sake of wilderness. Says 
Howie, "Wilderness for its own sake! 
Life for its intrinsic worth! Wilderness 
must endure because there is inherent 
value and beauty in wild, unmolested 
nature regardless of its benefits to the 
human species." 

Several years ago Howie argued in 
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the Journal for Earth First! to focus pri- 
marily on wilderness issues for wild- 
lands activists. This book reinforces 
such a perspective. But Howie takes 
several approaches in this book. He 
tells us briefly of his jail experience, 
and reviews and analysizes wilderness 
defense strategy and tactics. 

Two chapters in particular stand 
out, reflecting Mr. Wolke's values as 
much as they do the wilderness around 
him. Speaking of a drainage in the 
200,000 acre Grayback Ridge roadless 
area in Wyo- 
ming, where he 
was arrested: 


of the country." 

For Howie, the environmental 
movement has conceded too much. 
He examines the strategic failures of 
conservation organizations: their ac- 
ceptance of the rules of the game as 
dictated by the Forest Service, their 
refusal to challenge the process head 
on with legal suits, and their accep- 
tance that primitive roads preclude 
wilderness designations, "despite 
Congressional precedent providing a 
far more liberal interpretation of our 
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"I'll defend this wilderness because 
I know the location of the only place 
level enough to throw down a sleeping 
bag on the side of 'Sonofabitch Hill.’” 
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By Howie Wolke 

Foreword by Edward Abbey 


Wilderness Law." Rather than linking 
their politics to biology, the conserva- 
tion groups have instead gambled in 
the political game, at the expanse of 
species diversity. 

It was for this reason that Howie, 
Mike Roselle, Dave Foreman and oth- 
ers started Earth First!, to demand 
larger wilderness areas and to expand 
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but when it comes to wilderness too 
much has already been compromised. 
According to Wolke, "An effective wil- 
derness advocate makes enemies." And 
to avoid confrontation, too many envi- 
ronmentalists engage in excessive mod- 
eration. 

This no compromise represents the 
future battle cry for environmentalists. 
And the future is now. Strategically, it is 
important to "advocate the protection 
of all remaining wildlands;" future log- 
ging and development should not 
___________ threaten roadless ar- 

eas. Employing a 
total tactics ap- 
proach, environ- 
?cause mentalists must use 
I all legal and legisla- 

te place tive means available, 

lppftirur 311 forms of public 
protest and demon- 

Hill strations, including 
civil disobedience, as 
well as 

monkeywrenching. 
________ Rather than debating 

the merits of any one 
tactic, we must use any one or all, de- 
pending on what strategy is called for. 
With an eye towards coalition building 
and ultimate victory, the wilderness ac- 
tivists measure the merit of a particular 
tactic with the larger objective, and those 
activities of other individuals and 
groups. 

For example, "monkeywrenching 
usually should not be mixed with civil 
disobedience. And monkeywrenching 
and civil disobedience should usually 
be avoided if a legislative or legal victory 
appears likely." Civil disobedience must 
be used in a timely manner, nor should 
we be overly dependent on civil dis- 
obedience or any other tactic. For in- 
stance, legal fees following massive civil 
disobedience nearly killed the anti- 
nuclear weapons movement at Rocky 
Flats in the late 70's. Legal costs and 
fines were raised beyond our means. 
The movement floundered because it 
relied too heavily on one tactic. 

Howie also refers to the issue of 
non-violence; when dealing with 
monkeywrenching an eye towards non- 
violence is especially crucial. He states 
that "Violence against humans should 
be used only in self-defense." Whether 
one argues the virtues of non-violence 
from a moral or strategic point of view, 
the debate will, as Howie says, con- 
tinue — but it's one on which he "will 
not expend much energy." 

Certainly, this is not a philosophi- 
cal book. But this is not the author's 
objective. Instead he provides insights 
into Forest Service policy that priori- 
tizes commodity extraction, views on 
the history of logging, and an extensive 


really observe, to really become inti- 
mate with the Earth. This requires pa- 
tience, experience, and an openness-a 
willingness to learn, and a willingness 
to accept the relative insignificance of 
the human individual." 

Unfortunately, as he points out, 
"many prominent activists within the 
wilderness movement have little ac- 
tual contact with wild country. 1 ' As he 
views it, the '"environmental move- 
ment' is perhaps the most heteroge- 
neous grassroots movement in America, 
past or present." Furthermore, con- 
ventional environmental organizations 
are far removed from wilderness and 
the issues that pertain to it, "unaware 
of the daily ecological atrocities occur- 
ring throughout the more remote parts 


(vvhere "winds funnel through the 
largest gap in the Rocky Mountains 
between New Mexico and yie 
Yukon"). A coalition of conservation 
groups, on the other hand, "proposed 
Wilderness for a few scattered roadless 
parcels. Their strategy was to ask for 
so little Wilderness that the BLM could 
hardly refuse." The naivete and timid- 
ity of such groups essentially limit 
their own effectiveness, argues Wolke, 
at the expense of wilderness. As Howie 
asserts, "their loyalties are divided." 

For political palatability they ac- 
cept the presumption of economic 
growth as inherently good, negotiat- 
ing compromise, and from a position 
of weakness. In the political arena, 
negotiations necessarily and often 
presume a willingness to compromise, 


section on wilderness preservation and 
restoration in different bioregions. 
While the book is limited to a North 
American perspective and reflects a lim- 
ited political experience in certain as- 
pects, and for lack of an index it fails as 
a resource book, I highly recommend 
this book as an activist primer. It is 
required reading in enhancing our 
conceptual understanding, in develop- 
ing a sound strategy — and certainly 
necessary before one ventures out in the 
night to combat the forces of wilderness 
destruction. 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

Ned Ludd Books 

$15 postpaid from Earth First! 

POB 5176 

Missoula, Montana 59806 




letters . . . 

from page 3 

activists and supporters in their efforts 
to protect wild.animals and to ease the 
suffering of lab and domestic animals, 
though I myself look to the day when 
most forms of animal domestication 
(which I oppose, except when there is 
a sufficiently reciprocal "Animal Con- 
tract" protecting the animal) are looked 
back upon as nothing but a bad dream. 
'Arcy 

Dear Manuel Lujan for Brains, 

This is in response to Priscilla 
Hawkins' letter Earth First! published 
in the August 1 Journal. I have been an 
animal rights activist for many years, 
and only recently I've become much 
more aware of and involved in activ- 
ism against the wholesale destruction 
of the wild earth. Even though I wasn't 
sure I could stand to hear any more 
about destruction and decimation, I 
am learning that involvement in and 
personal commitment to many issues 
(which are interrelated anyway) is 
necessary if we are to realize the vision 
we have for sustainable life for all spe- 
cies and a whole, healthy planet. 

I couldn't have been more disap- 
pointed to read the exclusionary and 
seemingly arrogant remarks of Ms. 
Hawkins regarding animal rights activ- 
ists and their "ideas." What Ms. 
Hawkins has managed to completely 
miss in her "gnat's ass" assessment of 
the philosophies of the "different" 
movements, is that animal rights ac- 
tivists, peace activists and earth activ- 
ists are fighting very much the same 
enemy; the greed-hungry, consump- 
tive machine that chomps up and spits 
out whatever (animals, ecosystems, 
women, minorities, native cultures, 
children, the elderly, young men for 
wars, etc.) gets in the way of making 
more immediate money. The same 
tired and lie-filled arguments are used 
on the gullible public to justify the 
actions of the ranchers, the timber 
companies, the trappers, the vivisec- 
tors, the multi-nationals, etc. They 
would all have us believe that they are 
altruistic demi-gods, there to save us 
from ourselves since we are all too 
stupid to know what's good for us. And 
the best hope they have of preserving 
and perpetuating their lies is to ensure 
that their opposition stays small and 
fragmented. But in spite of Ms. 
Hawkins' preference for having activ- 
ists be at odds with one another, I see 
members of these forces coming to- 
gether as one, trying like hell to respect 
one another and to LEARN from one 
another. The RRR was an affirmation 
of this as it represented a gathering of 
some of the most dedicated feminists, 
peace activists, animal rights activists, 
and earth activists I've ever known. I 
was proud to be among so many who 
are making daily sacrifices to work for 
something other than themselves. 

I contend that we must all actively 
and vocally support the work and ef- 
forts of fellow activists, people who are 
making a tremendous difference in their 
own corner of the world. Whether 



they are fighting for nuclear disarma- 
ment, freeing non-human animals 
from unspeakable torture, or prevent- 
ing bulldozers from destroying ecosys- 
tems, they all stand for an active impa- 
tience with the way things currently 
are on the planet. ToquoteNealTuttrup 
from the August Journal and the RRR, 
"The primary way our enemies impair 
our efforts is by robbing us of the in- 
credible power of a functioning, healthy 
community. . .We are on a dangerous 
journey and each of us has only a 
fragment of the map. If any one of us 
fails to share what she or he knows or 
lacks the patience to learn from others, 
we will never reach our destination. 
Show your gratitude for that which 
you have been given by sharing it with 
others, by respecting what they offer 
you, and by using your collective 
strength and wisdom to fight like hell." 
These are extremely wise words, ones 
that serve as inspiration for me as I am 
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sure for many others. Collectively, we 
represent a call to arms against all the 
destroyers. We are everywhere, and we 
are a force to be reckoned with. 

She Bear 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

Yuppie Scum has destroyed in the 
last 100 years what has been here for 
millions of years. Fight tooth and nail 
to keep for our grandchildren what we 
saw as children. Her in Nevada we are 
beingforced to accept a high-level nuke 
dump that we really don't want. Ne- 
vada is not a wasteland! I ask all Earth 
Firstlers to respond by sending your 
garbage to the DOE, 2753 S. Highland 
Dr., Las Vegas, Nevada 89103. We 
don't send our garbage to other states 
— we don't want theirs. 

El Oso 

Reply to: "I Wish it Were a Dud!" by 
Don Smith/Earth First! (8/1/92) 

It saddened me a bit to discover that 
Earth First! is still dragging around some 
of that old David Foreman paleolithic, 
anti-human, racist baggage with which 
your group has come to be identified. 
Even he, as of late, has become a little 
shamefaced for issuing such eco- 
brutalist rubbish as, "...the worst thing 
we could do in Ethiopia is to give aid - 
the best thing would be to just let 
nature seek its own balance, to let the 
people there just starve..." (Cited in 
Socialist Review Vol. 18, No.3July-Sept. 
'88, p.14) Don Smith, speaking for 
Earth First!, obviously agrees with 
Foreman when he says, "We can pro- 
duce enough food to feed the masses in 
the U.S. and in the world for that 
matter.. ..We have the ability to elimi- 
nate poverty and starvation.... But do 
we really want to?" Now hold on a 
minute, please. Just who is it that 
constitutes this unidentified collective 
"we" mentioned in these statements? 
Is it really you, me and our friends, or 
the Rockefellers, Mellons, DuPonts and 
their capitalist associates, i.e., those 


who make the day-to-day decisions 
regarding what and how much will be 
produced and how it will be distrib- 
uted or even dumped down a drain? 
Since the capability to eliminate pov- 
erty and starvation and much of their 
attendant misery now exists, as Mr. 
Smith concedes, the burning question 
for anyone with a drop of humanitar- 
ian concern would be to figure out 
exactly what it is that prevents this 
from being accomplished, and not "do 
we really want to," as Earth First! que- 
ries. And exactly what does it mean to 
"let nature seek its own balance" in a 
world already despoiled and ravaged 
by a system of colonialism and imperi- 
alism, carried out in the interests of a 
mean-spirited, parasitical, dollar-wor- 
shiping class of industrialists and 
banksters. 

The reason that things are the way 
they are is because the people who 
"own" and run this planet have de- 
cided that this is how it must be for the 
sake of their profit margins. If the 
world's once pristine water systems 
must be turned into lifeless sewers, if 
the air we breathe becomes fouled with 
toxic chemicals, if entire ecosystems 
are brought to the edge of extinction 
and if millions of people are forced to 
scrounge in garbage heaps for survival, 
then so be it, declareth the capitalist 
class and their apologists; the Profits 
must be served, sayeth Mammon, their 
god. 

It is essential for those who are 
willing to take a serious stand against 
the way things are to keep in mind that 
this is a class divided society and in the 
real world, we are not "all in the same 
boat." That while a small number of 
people stand to profit immensely from 
the crimes they commit against hu- 
manity and the environment, most 
people will suffer because of these very 
same crimes. 

I must ask that Earth First!/Don 
Smith please, reveal to the rest of us 
which people you have decided should 
starve and be deprived of the necessi- 
ties for a full, meaningful life. Perhaps 
it is the Earth Firstlers who will be first 
in line to join those they have deemed 
expendable. After all, since the thought 
of "more people treading on the earth, 
even with full bellies" nauseates Mr. 
Smith, he ought to consider that from 
someone else's perspective, he and his 
friends also constitute "more people." 

While Mr. Smith correctly points 
out that it was long ago that Marx 
debunked Malthus' overpopulation 
theory, he neglects the fact that neo- 
Malthusian ideas, including Mr. 
Smith's, are still heavily promoted by 
those who will blame anything and 
everything except their beloved capi- 
talist system for the social ills which 
plague humankind and all of "cre- 
ation." In the same vein of this myth- 
making is the fallacy that simply be- 
cause the earth's population would 
decline, that, ipso facto, society would 
somehow be transformed and flowers 
would bloom, birds will sing and the 
earth would be cleansed. But in its very 
foundation, capitalism is a system of 
exploitation driven by the profit mo- 
tive, an insatiable thirst for capital ac- 
cumulation and the dog-eat-dog ne- 
cessity of driving competitors into ru- 
ination. Under capitalism, whether 
the population is 2 or 10 billion it will 
remain a veritable hell on earth for a 
majority of the people and the "rest of 
creation." 

Finally, it seems amazing that Earth 
First!, a group which claims to be some- 
what knowledgeable about the ways of 
the earth, could either ignore or cover 
up for the existing political and eco- 
nomic relations which dictate how 
things will be carried out in the real 
world. But facts are stubborn things 
and the fact is that much of the "Third 
World's" most fertile land is controlled 
by imperialist agribusiness, including 


farming and petrochemical industries, 
with its heavy emphasis on export- 
based commodity production, e.g., 
bananas, coffee or cotton, while at the 
same time sacrificing food production 
which would serve the needs of the 
domestic populations. And it bears 
repeating, since Earth First! failed to 
respond to this point in their "rebut- 
tal," namely, that if nearly everything 
meaningful is stripped from people's 
lives and women are relegated to the 
status of breeding factories, birth rates 
will soar. Conversely, as the old adage 
goes, if the people's needs are provided 
for, birth rates will decline. 

Sincerely, for future generations, 

Steve Peterson 

Don Smith replies: 

I'm hard pressed to understand why 
thoughtful and social change advocates 
like Mr. Peterson insist on holding to this 
orthodox perspective on overpopulation. 
I might be in agreement with him were I 
living in the 1930's. However, any good 
Marxist understands that as history pro- 
ceeds, so must theory. 

When addressing the overpopulation 
issue, misunderstandings seem inevitable. 
Critics of the overpopulation thesis insist 
on arguing whether poverty creates over- 
population or vice versa. This ignores the 
larger question: aren't the lives of other 
species just as important as people's right 
not to starve? Whether poverty exists or 
not, the rest of life suffers tremendously 
when existing alongside five billion hu- 
mans. This is no more acceptable than 
human starvation — though it's accep- 
tance has been a trademark of human 
arrogance, and continues today even in the 
minds of many otherwise progressive folk. 

I understand the ramifications of hu- 
man suffering in the third world (I spent 
four years as a director of a human rights 
organization), and I hold no apologies for 
capitalism. After all, I'm too poor to afford 
such apologies. Nor am I a misanthrope. 
I believe social issues are inextricably linked 
with the goals of environmental radical- 
ism and wilderness defense. To think 
otherwise is inconceivable to me. 

To argue that other species and habi- 
tat have equal footing with humans does 
not imply a lack of compassion for human 
poverty. It is not a matter of choosing 
between preserving nature or eradicating 
poverty. It is a matter of doing both. But 
to preserve nature's biodiversity requires a 
drastic decrease in human population. 

Also, my rebuttal to Mr. Peterson re- 
flected my own thinking, not that of Earth 
First! No single Journal writer speaks as 
the voice of Earth First! As a non-organi- 
zation with diverse perspectives, no such 
voice exists. 

As for the criticism directed to Dave 
Foreman: while justified, I think it was 
overdone. A lot of political angst was 
played out at the expense of Mr. Foreman. 





^$9 PEO^ 


Dear shit for brains, 

There on page three of the 
Lughnasadh issue is a population de- 
bate. Why a debate? Is this not Earth 
First!? It is not obvious that population 
increase is responsible for the loss of 
biodiversity, deforestation, increased 
human suffering caused by starvation, 
etc.? It should be. Kudos to Don Smith 
for his position clarifying that. 
Minnesota Black Bear 
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Announcements 


Darryl Cherney 
Earth First!/IWW 
Grassroots Activist 
Roadshow 

Dates and Cities Coining Up (Call 
contact for exact location): 


Sept. 21 

Carbondale, Illinois 
Info: (618)549-1841 

22-23 

Nashville, Tennessee 
Info:(615)386-3909 

24 

Summertown, Tenn. 
Info: (615)964-3853 

25 

Memphis, Tennessee 
Info: (901)365-2281 

27 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Info: (918)627-7277 

30 

Albuquerque, N. M. 
Info: (505)256-9184 

Oct. 1 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 
Info: (505)984-1097 

4-6 

Tucson, Arizona 

Info: (602)622-4512 

7 

Phoenix, Arizona 

Info: (602)276-2849 

10 

Nevada Test Site 

Info: (702)386-9834 


John Seed's 
U.S. Workshop 
Schedule 

John returns to the U.S. for the 
second time this year to conduct a 
series of Council of All Beings, work- 
shops and roadshows. The maestro of 
deep ecology will be raising money for 
forest campaigns in Siberia, Ecuador 


and New Guinea. A mixture of Woo 
Woo and kick ass direct action empow- 
erment, Seed's shows kindle the soul. 

October 2-: Council of All Beings, 
Boston, Mass. 

October 4-: Facilitators Training and 
Empowerment Workshop 
Contact John Goodrich (61 7) 259-9682 
October 9-11: Council of All Beings, 
Rowe, Mass. 

Contact Rowe Conference Center (413) 
339-4468 

October 16-18: Council of All 
Beings, Washington, D.C. 

October 18-22: Deep Ecology and 
Gender Workshop 

Contact RG Steinman (301) 565-2025 
October 23-25: Council of All Beings, 
Portland, Maine 

Contact Deborah Cowperthwaite (207) 

781-2330 , ^ 

of All 

ings Minneapolis, MN \/j \ ) 

.. Nov 1-4: reGendering / | 

{_ Contact KavGrindland, (612) 433-5034 
Tvlov 5: Rainforest Hoadsnow7Kansas 
City, MO 

Nov 6-8: Council of All Beings 
Contact Marty Kraft (816) 756-5686 
Nov 20-22: Council of all Beings, ' 
Sonoma County, CA 
Contact Oceansong (707) 874-3913 ,, 
Nov 27-29: Council of All Being, 
Esalen, Big Sur, CA 

Contact Esalen Institute, (408) 667- 
3000 

TtTeceinber 4-6 Council of All Beings/ 7 
I Los Angeles, CA 

Contact Earthtrust (310) 456-9978 
December 11-13 Council of All Be- 
ings Maui, Hawaii 
Contact Rick Sands (808) 877-2462 


New Publication 
from the Blue 
Mountains of 
Eastern Oregon 

Pacific Mountain Wildcat is a just 
published 12-page tabloid. It is de- 
signed to reach out to rural people and 
communities, filling in the gap of al- 
ternative information sources, focusing 
on issues of ecology, problems in for- 
est-dependent communities, yellow 
ribbon coalitions, etc. Help us distribute 
this paper. Donations for postage, etc. 
are greatly appreciated, but getting it 
out is the point. Submissions for future 
issues of Pacific Mountain Wildcat are 
also welcomed. Write us at: Pacific 
Mountain Alliance, HCR82, Fossil, OR, 
97830. 

Animal Rights 
Activist in Jail 

Canadian animal rights activist 
Darren Thurston is in jail in Alberta 
awaiting trial on charges related to 
recent Animal Liberation Front (ALF) 
actions. Police claim evidence linking 
him with ajune 1 University of Alberta 
action and are also charging him with 
nearly every ALF action that took place 
in Edmonton over the past year. Darren 
has been denied bail twice, as the courts 
found him 'a threat to society.' His 
trial is set for sometime next summer. 
Letters can be sent to: 

Darren Thurston 
Edmonton Remand Centre 
9660 104 Ave. 

Edmonton, Alberta 
T5H 4B5 Canada 


Action at Arm Bridge 

continued from page one 

at the Kennedy Lake Bridge. For some 
reason the logging companies ( Inter- 
national Forest Products and Macmillan 
Bloedel) decided to shut down for fire 
season, saying they would need four 
days of rain in order to resume 
clearcutting. The summer got off to a 
rousing start when two forest protec- 
tors locked themselves by the neck to 
the front door of International Forest 
Product's office in Ucluelet. 

Local loggers were outraged at 
the action and showed up in force. The 
20 protectors settled in for eight intense 
hours of verbal abuse from some of the 
locals. SHARE B.C. (a wise-use group) 
showed their true colors by intervening 
whenever it seemed that a meaningful 
dialog might emerge between the en- 
vironmentalists and workers. Although 
direct action is often seen as confron- 
tational, in many situations we found 
it opened the door for direct dialog. 
Both sides discovered that we have 
much common ground. 

It rained all that first day, and 
lo and behold, Macmillan Bloedel (MB) 
was back to work the very next day. It 
took us a few weeks to spread the word, 
but by July 13 a camp had been estab- 
lished at the Clayoquot Arm Bridge. 

A counter blockade was set up 
by some disgruntled workers, which 
came down quickly as MB was able to 
get a court injunction immediately. 
We had some hostile campers firing 
rifles over our camp the first night, 
until local Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police seized their weapons. Although 
tensions ran high, by adhering to our 
non-violent principles many poten- 
tially violent situations were defused. 

We saw many acts of courage, 
both large and small, over those weeks. 


International 
Temperate Forest 
Conference 

In Delorme, Tasmania, Australia, 
on November 16 and 17, the First In- 
ternational Temperate Forest Confer- 
ence will march toward a global tem- 
perate forest action plan. 

Previously, much of the world's 
attention has been focused on the de- 
struction of tropical rainforests in the 
developing and under-developed na- 
tions. This conference has been orga- 
nized to foster cooperation between 
delegates from the many countries 
whose temperate forests are facing 
clearcutting, uncontrolled clearing and 
environmental stress. 

Running two days, the conference 
will examine the threats to temperate 
forests and the need for an interna- 
tional action plan to combat the ex- 
cesses of unsustainable production. 
Speakers will be asked to formulate 
options to deal with this global crisis. 

Attendance is limited to 250, so 
register early. The cost, including lunch 
and conference papers, for non-gov- 
ernment organizations is $100, for 
others, $300. Unemployed, student 
and daily rates are also available. To 
receive a registration form and confer- 
ence program, please phone 003- 
622713 (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.) or write to: 

Delorme Environment Centre 
112 EMU Bay Road 
Delorme Tas. 7304 


Some days the forest protectors would 
all step aside, and no arrests were made. 
Other days two or three people would 
choose to risk arrest, some sitting, 
standing or lying in front of trucks, or 
locked to a truck, and even locked into 
the bridge structure itself. We were 
commended by all sides for our strong 
spirit of non-violence. 

By the end of July the police 
were beginning to lose their profes- 
sional composure. On July 31, they 
walked right past a Port Alberni woman 
in her sixties who stood in front of the 
trucks saying "Please arrest me, it's my 
generation who have done all this". 
Instead they walked into the crowd of 
70 and began to arrest local organizers. 
Many people were outraged, and locked 
arms. Police pried them apart, pulling 
hair and stepping on hands. By the 
time the dust settled that day, 25 people 
were charged. 

When each day's actions were 
over the trucks would roll past. We 
would circle up in our camp (the 
Clearcut Cafe) to debrief the morning 
and plan the rest of the day. Every 
single day we took the time to do a 
round. Each person was given the op- 
portunity to describe their feelings 
about the morning's actions, and to 
have input on the future of the cam- 
paign. 

There was lots to do each day, 
and after the morning circle we would 
head off to pick up any arrestees, send 
out media releases, do food runs, and 
the countless other tasks which go on 
behind the scenes. Everyone seemed to 
find a niche, and put their talents to 
work. Three scrumptious meals were 
part of each day, not to mention daily 
non-violence workshops, and of course 
the ritual swim in the refreshing waters 
of Kennedy Lake. 

So was it all worth it? We didn't 


succeed in stopping the logging, but 
we certainly put Clayoquot Sound back 
on the political agenda. So often we 
hear of new invasions into wild coun- 
try by multinational logging compa- 
nies. It's easy to become overwhelmed, 
and filled with despair. But taking di- 
rect action with other people to create 
positive social change is an antidote to 
despair. People become empowered 
when they stand up for their beliefs. 
And this empowerment sends ripples 
through society. This was perhaps the 
greatest benefit of Rainforest Summer. 

Meanwhile Rainforest Summer 
is turning to Autumn. It's not over yet, 
but we've accomplished a lot! We in- 
tend to continue our resistance activi- 
ties until there is a moratorium on 
roadbuilding and clearcut logging in 
the entire Clayoquot Sound. Please help 
by writing to: 

Premier Harcourt 
Victoria B.C. V8V 1X4. 

Tor further info contact: 

The Friends of Clayoquot Sound, 

Box 489, Tofino, b'.C. VOR 2Z0. 

Phone (604) 725-4218. 



Earth Firstler demonstrates leg lock 
technique at Arm Bridge Blockade. 


Howl-o'ween in UT 

There will be an action in Utah on 
October 31st against Animal Damage 
Control's lethal control program. 

Site to be determined, but get your 
animal costumes ready, practice your 
howls, and start thinking of gorilla 
theater ideas. Call the Utah Acitist 
Network, (801) 534-3322 for info. 

Washington 

Autumn 

Rendezvous 

The Washington Earth First! Au- 
tumn Rendezvous will be held on Oc- 
tober 3-4, in Olympic National Park. 
Activists throughout the Northwest are 
welcome. The rendezvous will be held 
in a meadow in the Olympic Moun- 
tains, at a former campground, 1/4 
mile from a hot springs. Please arrive 
by Friday evening to plan actions and 
workshops. Bring your own food and 
gear, warm clothing and materials for 
actions. 

To get to the rendezvous, take US 
Highway 101 to the Elwha Road, be- 
tween Port Angeles and Lake Crescent. 
Take the Elwha Road, travel south to- 
ward the Elwha Ranger Station and the 
Elwha Dam. Take the right fork just 
past the ranger station, and drive toward 
the hot springs. Park your vehicle 
where the gate is dosed, and walk a 
level two miles down the abandoned 
road to the rendezvous - hot springs 
area. Individuals with physical limita- 
tions may try taking a motorcycle, 
mountain bike, or wheelchair down 
the old road instead. If you can't pos- 
sibly arrange your own ride, or need 
further details, call (206)521-3691. 
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Trinkets 6 Snake Oil 


Bumperstickers ^™S,^^ 1 KERS 

$1 each, unless otherwise noted No Gows 6/$l 


T-SHIRTS 


American Wilderness: 

Love it or Leave it Alone 
Another Mormon on Drugs 
Anti-grazing assortment 
(on cheap paper, $l/doz) 

Boycott Coors "Beer" 

Damn the Corps Not Rivers 
Darwin 
Desert Raper 
(on cheap paper, .50 ea) 

Developers Go Build in Hell 
(on cheap paper, .50 ea) 

Don't Like Environmentalists? 

Put Them Out of Work 
Dream Back the Bison, Sing 
Back the Swan 
Earth First! 

Eschew Surplusage 
Fight The Power! 

HAYDUKE LIVES 

EARTH FIRST! Tjl ROB SRTI T AT BSEOJ 

Hunt Cows, Not Bears 
Hunters: Did a Cow Get Your Elk? 

I'd Rather Be Monkeywrenching 
If Your Pecker Was as Small as Mine, 
You'd need a Muscle Wagon, Too 
(on cheap paper, .50 ea) 

I'll Take My Beef Poached, Thanks 
Love Your Mother, Don't Become One 
Muir Power To You (.50 ea) 

Native 

Nature Bats Last 
Not Politically Correct 
Oil and Bears Don't Mix 
Pay Your Rent, Work For The Earth 
Pregnancy: Just Another Deadly 
Sexually Transmitted Disease 
Rescue the Rainforest 
Resist Much, Obey Little 
Save the Yellowstone Grizzly (.50 ea) 

SAVE THE WILD 

EARTH FIRST! ^ ROB SBTI Trim. AT BREST 

Stop the Forest Service, 

Save Our Wild Country 
Stop Clearcutting 

Stop Clearcutting (on cheap paper, .50 
ea) 

Subvert the Dominant Paradigm 
Think Globally, Act Locally 
Visualize Industrial Collapse 
Wolves, Not Cows 


SILENT AGITATORS 

EF! Fist 30/$ 1.50 
Boycott Coors 10/$ 1.50 
Tools 30/$ 1.50 
No Deal, Assholes 30/$ 1.50 


pfo DEA\_ 




PATCHES 

EF! Fist $3.50 
Earth Police $3 

CAPS 

Woodland Camo $10 
Desert Camo $10 


EF! Fist H F, 

Short slv, > 

black on f 

green, all f jBJJk \' 

sizes $11 ° I I 

Short slv, % % B § 

black on 

red, all 

sizes $11 * e0e, '" st ° 

Short slv, 

multi-color on black, L&XL, $12 

Defend the Wilderness 

Short slv, 
black, all 
sizes $11 
Long slv, 
black, all 
sizes $ 1 3 

Free the 
Earth 

Short slv, 
turquise, 
all sizes $12 
Short slv, 
lavender, S 

$12 Short slv, fuchsia, S $12 



:arth firstW bookstore. 




Wilderness On The Rocks by Howie Wolke 
Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages $15 
Earth First! Reader Edited by John Davis, Gibbs Smith 
Publisher, 272 pages $14.95 

Waste of the West: Public Lands Ranching by 

Lynn Jacobs, 602 Huge Pages, $28 

Citizen Action Guide by Save America’s Forests, 50 pages, 
$2 

We also have primers available, 8 pages each. Free or donation. 

Killing Roads, A Citizen's Guide to the US Forest Service, and a 
basic intro to Earth First! 


No Fucking Compromise 

Short slv, black, M,L&XL $11 



Don't Tread on Me 

Short slv, unbleached organic, L&XL 
$14 

Short slv, watermelon, S $12 
Short slv, black L&XL $12 



DON'T TREAD ON ME 


EF! Tools 

Short slv, unbleached organic, M,L,XL 
$12 

Short slv, tan, S $10 
Short slv, blue, S$ 10 



Griz and Cubs 

Short slv, It. blue, S&M $13 


MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

Make checks out to EARTH FIRST! 
PO Box 5176 Misoula Mt. 59806 


Allow four weeks for delievery. Please contact us if it 
has not been recieved by that time. (406) 728-8114 
Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 
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TAPES.. .TAPES.. .TAPES.. .TAPES.. .TAPES. ..TAPES. ..TAPES 




" -v ■ 


Austin Lounge Lizards 

Creatures from the Black Sa- 
loon %9-fIighway Cafe of 
the Damned $9 
Lone Wolf Circles Full 
Circle $10; Tierra Primer a! 
$10 

Lone Wolf Circles and 
Friends Oikos $10 


Alice DiMicele It's a Miracle 
$10; Make a Change $10; 

Too Controversial $10 
Robert Hoyt As American as 
You $10 

Scotty Johnson Century of Fools 
$10 

Greg Keeler Songs of Fishing, 
Sheep & Guns in MT $9; 


Dana Lyons Our State is a 
Dumpsite $6; Animal $10 
Dana Lyons and John Seed 
AtNight They Howl attheMoon 
$11 

Beth Macintosh Fire & Sage 
$10; Grizzlies Walking Upright 
$10 

Peg Millet Gentle Warrior $ 10 


tre Nightcap $10 
Joanne Rand Home $10; 
Choosing Sides $10; Live $10 
John Seed, Bahloo & Friends 
Earth First! $9 

John Seed Deep Ecology $10 
John Sirkis The Wild West $9 
Voices of the New Ecology 
Only One Earth $12 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz Forever 
Wild $10; 

Spirit is Still on the Run $10; 

New This Half-Season 


Listen to the Earth $10; 

A Kid for the Wild $10 
Glen Waldeck Wreckin' Ball 
Waldeck $10 

The Wallys Rainforest 
Roadshow $10 

Compact Discs 

Lone Wolf Circles and 
Friends Oikos $14 
Alice DiMicele Too Controver- 
sial $14 


Robert Hoyt: 

As American As You 


Robert wowed 'em 
around the campfire 
and on stage at this 
year's Round River 
Rendezvous with his 
deep South accent. 
We knew we just had 
to add his tape to our 
collection and it's 
already become one 
of our favorites 
around the Journal 
office. If y'all want 
to tune into some real 
progressive Southern 
country-rock, with an 
Earth First! attitude, 
this is the tape to get. 


Talking Sweet Bye & Bye $9; Bad 
Science Fiction $9; 

Post-Modern Blues $9; Enquir- 
ing Minds $9 

Katie Lee Fenced $10; Colorado 
River Songs $10 


Bill Oliver Texas Oasis $10 
Bill Oliver & Friends Better 
Things to Do $ 10 
Cecelia Ostrow All Life is Equal 
$8 

Rainforest Information Cen- 


Darryl Chemey They Sure 
Don ‘tMake Hippies Like They 
Used To $10; Timber! $10 
Citizen's Band Pocket Full 
of Rocks $ 10; Smash the State 
(and Have a Nice Day) $10 


SMASH THE STATE 


“Wavc a nice L 


i 1 
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Clip and send to: Earth First! Journal PO Box 5176, Missoula, MT 59806 j 

j $20 $25 $35 
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Subscribe! 

to the Earth First! Journal 
and get eight issues of 
action packed, 
radical kick ass 
environmental extremism 
delivered straight 
to your door! 







Canada 

Alberta 

Wild Alberta EFI 

Box 6124S 

Brentwood Postal NW 
Calgery AB T2L 2K6 

British Columbia 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053 

Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 

Paul Watson 

POB 48446 

Vancouver, BC V7X 1A2 
(604) 688-SEAL 

Vancouver EFI 

Box 21521 

1850 Commercial Drive 
Vancouver, BC V5N 4A0 

Ontario 

EFI Ottawa 
Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, ONT K1S 5H8 
Quebec 
EF! Montreal 
BP 42048 CPJ-Mance 
Montreal Quebec H2W 2T3 

Mexico 

Mexico City EFI 
Joe Keenan 
Apdo. Postal 22-146 
14000 Mexico DF 
(5) 665-1610 
Mexico 

Alaska 
Alaska EFI 
Wally World 
Michael Lewis 
POB 670647 
Chuglak, AK 99567 
Arizona 
Phoenix EFI 
Mike or Terri 
POB 8795 
Phoenix, AZ 85066 
(602) 276-2849 
Tucson EF! 

AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412 
Tucson, AZ 85722 


EF! Projects 

EF! Biodiversity Project 
POB 3132 

Boulder, CO 80307-3132 
EF! Direct Action Fund 
POB 210 

Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329 FAX 631-7958 
EF! Eco-Videographe 
POB 218 

Berkely, CA 94702 
F.F! Grizzly Bear Task Force 
POB 6151 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
Canadian Grizzly Bear TF 
Box 61245 

Brentwood Postal NW 
Calgary AB T2L 2K6 


Arizona Wildlands 
Environmental Musucm 
Steve Lesjak 
POB 24988 
Tempe, AZ 85285 

California 

Volcano EF! 

J. Sten Layman 
POB 1475 

Sutter Creek, CA 95685 
(209) 223-2965 
Glenn M. Brown 
1801 Sonoma St. #381 
Vallejo, CA 94590 
Redwood Action Team 
Box 208 

Garberville, CA 95440 
(707) 923-4112 
Riparian Action Faction 
Box 1142 
Lotus, CA 95651 
(916) 541-1622 
Hunt Saboteurs 
BWAP! 

POB 67121 

Scotts Valley, CA 95067 
(408) 437-8631 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 411233 

San Francisco, CA 94141 
Karen Pickett 
POB 83 

Canyon, CA 94516 
Bay Area Hotline 
(415) 949-0575 
I.ifeweb 
POB 20803 
San Jose, CA 95160 
Santa Cruz EF! 

Karen DeBraal 
POB 344 

Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-8094 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593 
Irvine, CA 92716 
(714) 545-8805 
Mike Saltz, Jr 
Western Wolves Infoletter 
18032-C Lemon Dr #1 
Yorba Linda, CA 92686 


EF! Journal 
POB 5176 

Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 728-8114 
FAX (406) 728-8160 
Oeans Task Force 
c/o Ridley 

300 Broadway STE-28 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
Predator Project 
POB 6733 

Bozeman, MT 59771 
(406) 587-3389 
EFIRanching Task Force 
POB 5784 
Tucson, AZ 85703 
(602) 758-3137 
EF! River Defense TF 
POB 60164 
Seattle WA 98160 
(206) 521-3691 


Lake Tahoe EF! 

Bill Peterson 
POB 8934 

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96158 
Tahoe F,F! 

Box 613077 

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96152 
(916) 541-0465 
Dave Wheeler 
POB 1398 

Sugarloaf, CA 92386 
(714) 585-7160 
Coyote Creek Greens 
POB 1521 
Cypress, CA 90630 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381 

North Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 
Baja F.cotopia EF! 

POB 33663 

San Diego, CA 92163 

Colorado 

Walkabout 
POB 1166 
Boulder, CO 80306 
Scott Sala 
1141 Emerson St. 

Denver, CO 80218 
Gunnison EF! 

Gretchen Ulrich/Dewey Groos 
POB 5916 WSC 
Gunnison, CO 81231 
(303)943-2354 or 
(303) 641-5329 
San Juan EF! 

Dan Johnson 
POB 3204 

Durango, CO 81302 
(303) 385-4518 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101 
Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
The Wild Ranch Review 
c/o Tim Haugen 
POB 81 

Gulnare, CO 81042 
Lee Turner 

POB 1025 W Elizabeth#E-217 
Fort Collins, CO 80521 
(303) 491-2530 

Florida 

Big Bend EF! 

Mary Allgire 
POB 20582 
Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Perdido Bay EF! 

Corbin McMulin 
410 W Blount St 
Pensacola, FL 32501 
Florida EF! 

Wiregrass 
POB 13864 
Gainesville, FL 32604 
Pan 

c/o 1507 Edgevale Rd 
Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
Canebrake F.F! 

The Rattler Tattler 
POB 6106 

Palm Harbor, FL 34684 


Earth First! Directory 


Big Cypress EFI 
1938 Hollywood Blvd, 2nd fl. 
Hollywood, FL 33020 
Everglades EF! 

POB 557735 
Miami, FL 33255 
Georgia 

Students for Env. Awareness 
Tate Student Center U of GA 
Athens, GA 30602 
Kids for Konservation 
POB 885 

Athens, GA 30601 
Paul Beck 
3654 Old Ferry Rd 
Martinez, GA 30907 
(404) 855-6426 
Hawaii 

Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031 

Makawao, HI 96768 
(808) 572-2546 

Idaho 

IAOT 
POB 1360 

er Priest River, ID 83856 

Illinois 

Chicago EF! 

POB 6424 
Evanston, 1L 60204 
Great Lakes EF! 

Don Luebbert 
4435 Highland 
Downers Grove, IL 60515 
(708) 969-2361 
Southern Illinois EF! 

POB 90 

Glen Carbon, IL 62034 
(618) 692-3246 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois 
Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 
Iowa 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

Hal Rowe 
POB 305 

Iowa City, IA 52244 
(319) 354-6674 

Kentucky 

Erik Dellahousay 
455 Ed Howe Rd 
Munfordville, KY 42765 
(502) 531-6703 
Maine 
Maine EF! 

Billi Barker 
POB 507 

North Waterboro, ME 04061 
(207) 247-4112 
Solon EF! 

Michael Vernon 
RFD 1 Box 4025 
Solon, MF. 04979 


Maryland 

Chesapeake EF! 

POB 184 

Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732 
Anacostia EF! 

3912 Longfellow St. 
Hyattsville, MD 20781 
(301) 779-1740 

Massachusetts 

Connect! cutt Valley EF! 

POB 298 

Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 
Alan (Attlcus Finch) Goldblatt 
66 Wendell St. 

Cambridge, MA 02138 
(617) 876-1750 
Michigan 
Red Cedar EF! 

POB 4721 

E. Lansing, MI 48826 
Val Salvo 
POB 02548 
Detroit, MI 48202 
(313) 831-6800 
Minnesota 
Minnesota EFI 
Kent Jones 
Box 7448 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

Missouri 

Missouri EF! 

POB 189 

Pacific, MO 63069 
Sue Skidmore 
POB 681 JF 

Springfield, MO 65801 
Annie Magill 
POB 5905 

Kansas City, MO 641 1 1 
Ray O McCall 
Rt. 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 

Montana 

North Fork EF! 

POB 271 

Hungry Horse, MT 59919 
Keep It Wild! 

POB 1121 

Whitefish, MT 59937 
Wild Rockies EF! 

Wild Rockies Review 
Milton Slummer 
POB 9286 

Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 
Yellowstone EFI 
Randall Restless 
Box 6151 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-9211 

Nebraska 

Buffalo Bruce 
HC 74 Box 76 
Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 


Nevada 

Great Basin EF! 

Jonas Prida 
POB 48 

Yerington, NV 89447 
(702) 463-2954 

New Jersey 

Bart Seracer 
P.O. Box 506 
Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
New Mexico 
Northern NMEF1 
Ginger Quinn 
POB 5170 
Taos, NM 87571 
(505) 758-5550 
Hawk 
POB 661 

Angel Fire, NM 87710 
New Mexico EF! 

Act Like an Earthquake 
POB 12896 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 
(505) 873-0299 
Greater Gila Biodiversity 
Project 
POB 12835 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 
New Jersey 
New Jersey EF! 

POB 506 

Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 

New York 

EF! Susquehanna-Chenango 
Bioregion 
The Bear 
224 Bevier St 
Binghamton, NY 13904 
(607) 724-0348 

Greater Adirondack Bioregion 
1125 Phoenix Ave. 
Schenectady, NY 12308 
Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St. 

New York, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244 
Long Island EFI 
POB 812 

Huntington, NY 1 1 743 
(516) 424-6499 

North Carolina 
South PAW 
Rodney Webb 
POB 3141 

Asheville, NC 28802 

Ohio 

Black Swamp EF! 

Michael & Margery Downs 
1 117 1/2 N Erie St 
Toledo, OH 43604 
Ohio Valley EF! 

Brian Hagemann 
POB 21017 


University of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221 


Clint Holley III 
28410 S Bridge Circle 
Westlake, OH 44145 
(216) 892-7891 
Oregon 
Stumptown EF! 

POB 13765 
Portland, OR 97213 
(503) 231-0207 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384 
Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 343-7305 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 1846 

Cave Junction, OR 97523 
Eastern Oregon 
Blue Mts. Biodiversity Proj. 
HCR-82 

Fossil, OR 97830 

Pennsylvania 

Allemong Bioregion EF! 

POB 1689 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
Alleghany Biodiversity! 

POB 6013 

Pittsburg, PA 15211 
(412) 531-7705 
Dave Hafer 

Edward Abbey Hiking Society 
POB 65 

Lewisburg, PA 17837 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave 
Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 
RD #4 237-A Elk Lake 
Montrose, PA 18801 
(717)278-1396 

South Carolina 

Southern Appalachian EF! 
Buddy Newman 
Unicom Hills Farm 
Sunset, SC 29685 
(803) 878-2234 
Texas 

Llano Estacado EF! 

POB 4733 

Lubbock, TX 79409 
(806) 747-3552 
William Larson 
9122 Oak Downs Road 
San Antonio, TX 78230 
(512) 342-2520 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 3, Box 114 
Cleveland, TX 77327 
EF! Austin 
POB 7292 
University Station 
Austin, TX 77327 
Utah 

Wild Utah EF! (WOOF!) 

POB 510442 

Salt Lake City, UT 84151 

Vermont 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
Anne Petermann 
POB 804 

Burlington, VT 05402 
(802) 658-2403 


International EF! 
Directory 

Australia 

Rainforest Information Centre 
John Seed 


POB 368 

Lismore, NSW 2480 
AUSTRALIA 
TEL 066-21-85-05 
email peg:rainfaus 
Marianne Haynemann 
POB 256 

Mitchem, VIC 3132 
AUSTRALIA 
Melbourne EF! 

GPO Box 1738Q 
Melbourne, VIC 3001 
AUSTRALIA 

India 

Amand Skaria 
PB #14 

Cochin 682001 
Kerala 

tel 009-484-25435 


United Kingdom 

Lea Valley EH 
Jason Torrance 
POB 2573 
London N16 6HN 
Tel (44) 081 8061561 
Fax (44)081 8061561 
email gnrjtorrance 
Manchester EF! 

Paul Williamson 
c/o 2 Hall Ave 
Rusholme, Manchester 
M14SHN UK 
Merseyside EF!/Green 
Anarchist/ Rich Morris 
c/o Green Group 
POBox 187,1 60Mt. Pleasant 
Liverpool, L69 7BR UK 
Mid Somerset EF! 

POBox 23, 5 High St. 
Glastonbury, Somerset 
Oxford EF!/Kate Geary 
IB Walton Well Road 
Oxford OX2 6ED 
Tel: 0865-59593 
South Downs EFI 
c/o Prior House, 6 
Tilbury PI. 

Brighton/East Sussex BN2 
2GY 

Cambridge EF! 

Des Keane 
605 Kings College 
Cambridge CB2 1ST 
Maindstone EF! 

POB 263 
Maidstone, Kent 
Carmageddon 
c/o EF! United Kingdom 
9 Cazenove Rd 
I-ondon N16 6PA UK 
Scotland 
Scottish Tree Trust 
30 Edgemont St. 

Glasgow G41 3EL 


Society of Active Volunteers for 
Environment (SAVE) 

Bander Bagicha 
Near Maurya Lok 
PATNA-800 001 Bihar 
Post Box 229 
Poland 
A. Janusz Korbel 
ul. Magi 21/3 
43-300 Bielsko Biala 

THINK GLOBALLY- 
ACT LOCALLY 

cum Hicsci roi san lx—. 91 ascoi 


Preserve Appalachian 
Wilderness (PAW) 
Buck Young 
Box 52A 

Bondville, VT 05340 
(802) 297-1022 
Two Rivers EF! 

POB 85 

Sharon, VT 05065 


Seattle EF! 

Earth First! Bulletin 
POB 60164 
Seattle, WA 98160 
(206) 521-3691 
Olympic Peninsula EF! 

The Dancing Nudi Branches 
POB 1813 


Virginia 
Virginia/DC EF! 

Robert F. Mueller 
Rt. 1, Box 250 
Staunton, VA 22401 
(703) 885-6983 
Appalachian EF! 
Appalachian Econnection 
Ernie Reed 
POB 309 

Nellysford, VA 22958 
(804) .361-9036 
Virginia Highlands, EF! * 
c/o Brenda Vest 
POB 40 

Goshen, VA 24439 
Washington 
Shuskan EF! 

Tony Van Gessel 
POB 773 


Port Townsend, WA 98368 
Cheetwood EF! 

POB 10147 
Olympia, WA 98502 
Okanogan Highlands EFI 
POB 361 

Republic, WA 99166 

West Virginia 

National Sacrifice Zone 
Vince Packard 
POB 65 

Myra, WV 25544 

Wisconsin 

Midwest Headwaters EFI 

News 

Madison EF! 

Bob Kaspar 
POB 14691 
Madison, WI 53714 


Bellingham, WA 98227 
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THREE DOLLARS 


Earth First! 


Takes on Tropical 


Imports 


ByJakeJagoff 

On October 20th, 1992, rainforest 
activists from Earth First!, Greenpeace, and 
the Rainforest Action Network (RAN) occu- 
pied the Samni Superstars, a Pan Ocean Bulk 
Carrier (POBC) ship heavily-laden with 
tropical plywood from Indonesia. Eleven 
activists boarded the ship and proceeded to 
unfurl a 60-foot banner, shut down four 
cranes on the ship, and obtain video 
footage of the vessel's rainforest cargo. 

Six Earth First! activists ascended 
the ship's four 150-foot cranes, successfully 
preventing any unloading of tropical tim- 
ber for six hours. The activists allowed the 
dock workers to unload steel from the ship 
which strengthened the solidarity between 
the affinity group and the local longshore- 
men. Two of the activists, support for the 
Greenpeace climbers deploying the banner, 
were escorted off the ship. Luckily, the 
media was able to read the banner's poi- 
gnant message, "Stop Tropical Timber Im- 
ports: Rainforest Wood Out of Hollywood!" 


According to various longshoremen 
at the action, the protest cost POBC be- 
tween $ 150,000 and $500,000. Port spokes- 
woman Yvonne Avila said the 644-foot Ko- 
rean-owned ship was carrying 4,300 tons of 
plywood and 1,000 tons of steel destined for 
local markets. She confirmed that none of 
the plywood and only a small portion of the 
steel was unloaded during the protest. 
Greenpeace spokesman Bill Walker esti- 
mated 4,900 acres of rainforest would have 
to be cut to produce the 4,300 tons of 
plywood. 

The ship action was the first of its 
kind in the US and signaled an escalation in 
the campaign to ban tropical timber im- 
ports into North America. In addition, it 
was significant that the process used to 
organize the action allowed Earth First!, 
Greenpeace, and RAN to work together to 
protect rainforests. This eco-tripartite has 
laid a solid foundation for future joint actions 

continued on page 6 


Washington Earth First! Blocks 
Plum Creek Log Export at Docks in Tacoma 
See story and photos page 7 


* 





Roving eco-dudes Jim and Chuck straddle the Sammi Superstar cargo 
ship's crane to stop the importation of Indonesian hardwood for use 
by the evil Hollywood film industry. " What a blast!" Jim said, "We 
owned that ship. Talk about personal empowerment. ’ 



American Indian Movement forces cancella- 
tion of Columbus Day parade in Denver, 
Colorado. See story page 20. 


Mainstream Groups Sell Out Big 

Montana "Wilderness" Bill Dies in Congress 

By Steve Maher 

So there they were, camped out in Debbie Sease's Sierra Club 
office. Bart "would-be Wilderness czar" Koehler of the Greater 
Yellowstone Coalition, John Gatchell of Montana Wilderness Associa- 
tion, and, of course, Debbie. Just sittin' there, trying to figure out how 
they could get Pat Williams elected and maybe protect some wilderness 
while they were at it. Dreaming about their paychecks. Maybe Bart was 
thinking about gettin' himself a horse too. Just sittin' there. 

In their own minds, they were the power brokers who were 
gonna finally get this thing settled. Once and for all, or at least until 
next time. Imagine the headlines: "Debbie Seizes the Day!" "Czar Bart 
Leads Comrades Through the Wilderness!" and "Congress Snickers 
behind Gatchell's Back!" Our heroes worked closely with their venue 
to glory, Max Baucus, spineless Democratic Senator from Montana (he 
grew up with sheep ya' know). It turns out, they wanted more 
Wilderness than Baucus (but not much). So Max started threatenin' 

'em, telling them he was never going to work with them again and was 
maybe gonna sic the Democratic Campaign Committee on 'em . I guess 
maybe Max wasn't as worried as Debbie about getting Williams re- 
elected. 

The tragic part of our heroes' story is that Max got humiliated 
when right-wing reactionary A1 Simpson killed his wilderness give- 
away on the Senate floor. Debbie, Gatchell, and Czar Bart lost their 
place in the sun and went moping home. 

So gentle reader, that's it in a nutshell, but read on for the full 
fetid features of this sordid saga. continued on page 14 





EARTH FIRST! 

NO COMPROMISE IN THE DEFENSE OF MOTHER EARTH! 

Subscription: $25 a year 

POB 5176 * MISSOULA, MONTANA 59806 * 406-728-8114 



Earth First! and Five Hundred Years of Resistance 



I consider it the objective of 
the Earth First! Journal to provide a fo- 
rum for discussion and debate, for self- 
education and inspiration — thelarger 
mission being to provide focus for or- 
ganizing and, perhaps most impor- 
tantly, for building unity among a di- 
verse people; in essence, to serve the 
Earth First! movement, and the earth 
and all it's creatures. 

Recent improvements in both 
the form and content of the Journal can 
be attributed to several factors, in- 
cluding the editorial leadership of Mike 
Roselle, the day-to-day management 
of several key personnel, and produc- 
tion by longterm and rotating staffers. 

However, it 
goes without saying 
that the Journal's 
working collective 
could not do this 
without the contri- 
butions coming from 
writers, artists, poets, 
and photographers 
who provide us with 
material for publica- 
tion. While in-house 
writing is more fre- 
quent, it still repre- 
sents only a small 
portion of overall 
Journal material. We 
must rely on many 
of you if the Journal is 
to continue to serve 
it's role more effec- 
tively. 

This issue is 
especially exciting to 
me due to it's primary 
focus: 500 years of 
idigenous resistance! 

In this issue we have 
the words of Tiny 
Man Heavy Runner, 
a chief of the 
Blackfeet in northern 
Montana. His words 
are especially impor- 
tant in bridging the 
gap between Indian 
concerns and wilder- 
ness defense. Tiny 
Man is especially 
adept at providing us 
with an insightful 
message, one that is 
necessary to the de- 
velopment of a strat- 
egy to build unity 
between Indians and 
radical environmentalists. 

Speaking of unity between In- 
dians and Earth First!, I'm pleased to 
say that such unity has come in the 
form of a statement of solidarity ad- 
dressed to Earth First! from the Ameri- 
can Indian Movement of Colorado. 
Written by Ward Churchill, co-direc- 
tor of Colorado AIM, this statement of 
solidarity reflects the maturity of Earth 
First! as a growing movement, bridging 
links with other movements who share 
our hopes and struggle for a new soci- 
ety, one that includes the lives and 
well-being of all species. 

After readingWard'sletter, one 


long oppressed. His view of the events 
contrasts sharply from the reports of 
the Denver establishment press, which 
depicted AIM, as Hugh indicated to me 
over the phone, as violent, denying the 
Italians of Denver their right to free 
speech. In essence, an attempt to dis- 
credit AIM and it's objectives. 

All this business about unity, 
especially with Indians, is vitally im- 
portant as we plan for next year's Earth 
First! Round River Rendevzous, to take 
place near Mt. Graham in Arizona, 
scene of years of resistance to develop- 
ment by both Indians and Earth First! 
Two articles in this issue pertain to Mt. 
Graham and the travesty now taking 
place there. 

Just as signifi- 
cant in this issue is 
the review of the 
defeat of the Mon- 
tana Wilderness 
bill. Tiny Man ad- 
dressed the rel- 
evance of the wil- 
derness bill for the 
Blackfeet, and an 
article on the first 
page gives the blow 
by blow report. 
With over six mil- 
lion acres of 
roadless land in 
Montana, this wil- 
derness bill holds 
great significance 
for defenders of 
biodiversity . The 
Wilderness bills 
proposed in Con- 
gress did not pro- 
vide nearly enough 
protection for these 
wildlands. Rather, 
they released the 
great majority of 
roadless area to de- 
velopment. 

Related to this 
is an interview with 
Lance Olsen of the 
Great Bear Founda- 
tion. In his inter- 
view with the Jour- 
nal, Lance covers a 
wide range of issues 
that relate specifi- 
cally to wilderness 
designation, the 
survival of the 
world's great bears, 
and more. 

On behalf of all those directly 
involved in the production of the 
Journal, I encourage your involvement, 
your critical appraisal of the Journal, and 
you participation in making it a more 
effective forum for the Earth First! 
movement. 

In Solidarity, 

Don Smith 


may come away with a preference for 
less attention to past conflicts and spe- 
cific individuals, past and present, in 
Earth First 1 . But such a preference 
doesn’t make these issues of the past go 
away. For AIM, and others I assume, 
these issues are still important and 
worth addressing, and it will probably 
remain so for the foreseeable future. 

Also, it may be worth noting 
that issues of domination of humans 
over other humans, whether in the 
form of sexism, racism, or classism, 
remains the central focus of many of 
our sister and brother movements. 
While we are most concerned with 
domination of humans over nature, 


American Indian Movement Protest of Columbus Day Parade, Denver, Colorado 

i.e. the destruction of nature by hu- 
mans, we would be seriously mistaken 
to divorce these various forms of domi- 
nation from one another. Perhaps this 
is the primary lesson alluded to in 
Ward Churchill's statement. 

Colorado AIM's statement of 
solidarity comes as a result of the re- 
porting of my friend Hugh Gardner in 
Denver. Hugh attended AIM's protest 
of Denver's Columbus day parade, the 
first established parade of its kind in 
the country. Along with his photos, 
the story he provides reveals the true 
spirit of protest — the personalities, 
and the strength and energy of a people 
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ANTI-NUCLEAR ACTIVIST AND FOUNDER OF GERMAN GREEN PARTY 

IN MEMORY OF PETRA KELLY 


By Mick Wdmersley 

It is unfortunate that America 
will probably not mourn the deaths of 
Green Party founder Petra Kelly and 
retired general-turned activist Gert 
Bastian. Their violent ends merited 
only a small piece in the "Food and 
Health'' section of Missoula's local rag 
this morning and, outraged, I feel the 
need to strike back. Who will know the 
story if it is never told loud enough? 

Those of us who were young in 
Europe in the late seventies and early 
eighties well remember the hopeless 
feeling that we experienced with the 
invasion of our countries by American 
Pershing and Cruise missiles. We also 
remember the hope we experienced 
when the German Greens won seats in 
the Bundestag, and Kelly, our hero, 
was seen in newspaper photos talking 
with government penguins wearing t- 
shirts and sandals. One particularly 
dramatic moment that needs to be 
remembered as part of our folk culture 
was when the Greens took their seats 
in the parliament for the first time. All 
the rest of Bundestag, mostly men with 
a smattering of women, all conserva- 
tively dressed, was upstaged by the 
colorful procession of Green parlia- 
mentarians. When they sat down, 
they did so in such a way that they were 
a solid block of color between the two 
mainstream parties. 


We needed to know then that 
we had political power. Petra and the 
Green movement told us we did. 
Bastian, the old soldier, showed us that 
older people could and would share 
the same values. Some of us were 
inspired and went to found other 
branches of the movement elsewhere, 
or took the energy and changed our 
lives in other ways. 

The environmental movement 
already has its share of martyrs and 
most of us probably don't even believe 
in martyring ourselves to the cause. 


That would be against all the ecologi- 
cal imperatives that I know of. 

It is clear to me that some 
people seem to think that our move- 
ment can be decapitated by removing 
leaders. Mistake number one. We are 


all leaders, and will simply learn to 
become better leaders ourselves if they 
take our best from us. Others seem to 
think that the movement will frag- 
ment at the hands of skilled spin doc- 
tors, will topple under the weight of 
conservative public backlashes, or will 
simply peter out if ignored. Mistakes 
number two, three and four. 

A movement that is based on 
grassroots support for a human way of 
life, a humane way of life that doesn't 
kill the planet or take resources from 
other humans who need them is based 


mostly on the strength of our own 
emotions and human needs. We al- 
ready have our new lives. They can 
never be taken away. Kelly and Bastian 
were there to help us show ourselves 
what to do to make our new lives. 


There will be others. Nobody can stop 
us in the next stage, which is when we 
tell the world that it is possible to live 
as a Green on the planet, and not only 
is it possible, it's more human, more 
fun and more fulfilling. 

Today I shed a tear for Kelly 
and Bastian. Last night I was inspired 
by Helen Caldicott on public radio 
(one leader is replaced immediately by 
another). She told of how she was 
banned from a major prime-time net- 
work show after her book, If You Really 
Love the Planet came out. The corporate 
sponsors, General Electric, were named 
as despoilers in the book, and they 
tweaked the tail of the network to 
censor Caldicott. She got her message 
out in other ways. 

As always, I will go out into the 
world again today to try to continue 
living my life in the best way I know 
how. No one can take that power away 
from me or anyone else. In the future, 
the American media will be shamed by 
historians for their mean-spirited ad- 
herence to the dictates of their corpo- 
rate slave-drivers, and their various fi- 
nancial rationales. Meanwhile, my 
friends and I are free. 

Mick Womersley is a wilderness advocate 
and native of England. 


Some people seem to think 
that our movement can be 
decapitated by removing leaders. 
Mistake number one. 
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Dear Earth First! (the Journal and the 
movement) 

After having dropped out of 
the EF! scene for a couple years, it was 
with a mixture of curiosity, skepticism 
and even some mild apprehension that 
I decided to attend the Rendezvous 
this past summer in Colorado. I was 
nevertheless quite gladdened to see a 
generous dose of spunk and fire (and so 
much bare skin, ooh!) animating the 
EF! milieu again. And it wasn't like 
some phony, off-the-shelf smile button 
brand "good-vibes-in-a-can" where 
everyone simply pretends that there 
are no problems, attempting to obscure 
the obvious "public secret" that there 
are problems. No, the energy seemed 
refreshingly authentic. Few seemed to 
deny conflict, only to accept and in- 
tegrate it better. I think a basic con- 
dition which consumerism fosters and 
on which it depends for its continua- 
tion is the craving — inculcated, I s'pose, 
by years of 30-minute sit-coms — for 
some false ideal of perfection and reso- 
lution instantaneously. Dropping out 
of everything from relationships to 
business ventures to political projects 
at the first sign of trouble has become 
a hallmark of modern culture, radical 
environmentalism no exception. In 
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Letters to the Editor 


the Switch-to-Brand-X society we are 
so rarely taught, encouraged or re- 
warded for developing persistence, 
decisiveness, resolve or patience, 
among other qualities necessary to 
succeed at life or anything. It gets 
back to those irrational Hollywood 
expectations of perfection, like the 
anorexic, silicone-implanted, air- 
brush-enhanced centerfolks: no one 
really looks like that (thankfully!) and 
we'd all be dismal failures if we tried. 
To approach any endeavor in both a 
"realistic" and "idealistic" sense re- 
quires a pre-acceptance of failure, con- 
flict and mistake. Taken thusly, these 
events become simply a part of the 
learning process. Imperfection ceases 
to be a "problem," in a sense, as it has 
been expected all along. Setbacks come 
as no surprise and there are methods of 
overcoming them, learning and mov- 
ing on. 

The turmoil of recent years 
(actually since about '87) has, in my 
opinion, been caused at least as much 
by people's poor response to conflicts 
as to the conflicts themselves. At least! 
The fact that conflict even existed is 
what really seemed to upset people, 
many of whom were likely living in an 
air-brush-enhanced fantasy. Maybe 
this explains so much of the extremely 
out-of-proportion responses and thtf 
difficulty of ever really resolving much 
in the way of differences. Dig? 

So, it seems EF!ers as a whole (if 
one can even begin to so generalize) 
have come quite a ways towards that 
part about "learning and moving on." 
That's why it's called a movement. 
And those who couldn't or wouldn't 
do it either moved out or simply got 
left behind on the curb. That too, is 
predictable and cause for few tears. 
People will come and go, each contrib- 


uting in their own manner — for better 
or worse — to the process of shaping the 
movement. Mourning the dead for too 
long or attemping their resuscitation 
only leads down a dead-end street 
populated with fawning necrophiliacs. 
Better to maintain and encourage vigor 
and sincerity in action and spirit at all 
times in order to inspire and inflame 
those of similar passion. And ain't that 
what makes EF! what it has been and is? 

A final comment: many of the 
difficulties of the past 5 or so years were 
anticipated either both in context or 
content by those in certain quarters of 
the movement. But vindication is re- 
ally only like sugar to a famished per- 
son — sweet, but of little nourishment. 
Let's hope that a movement which sees 
itself as a global Cassandra and wears 
its heresy so brazenly will, in the future, 
pay more attention to its own heretics. 

Cheers, 

—Jan Osik 


Dear EF! 

Contrary to the Dear SFB letter 
in the last issue, I think Jesus would've 
very much supported tree spiking. 
Studying the Bible here at the eco- 
Christian commune I've beenTivin g at 
for the last couple years, I've comelo 
‘-se£_thatif Jesus were alrve today He 
woukPveTikely been an Earth Flrsfler 
-a nd a monkey m e mber — o f sorts -- As 
we all knuw, ""Wilderness is next to 
Godliness" and it's time for Christians 
to fight for "God's Country" by any 
means necessary! We are organizing 
militant eco-Christians to "Spike 
(themselves to) a tree for Jesus." This 
will save the wilderness and bring one 
closer to God as well as help alleviate 
world over-population — with the 
added bonus benefit of reducing the 


number of first-world hyper-consum- 
ers. Souls, airy as they are, have very 
little impact on the heavenly ecosys- 
tem, so this is no excuse for not vol- 
unteering immediately. Right now, 
two groups of dysfunctional, angst- 
ridden misanthropes have decided not 
to wait for either the Rapture or 
Armaggedon and are preparing to take 
"the Big Ride" for your sins. (Prepara- 
tion involves fasting, self-flagellation 
and chanting "Fuck the human race"). 
We wish them well. We'll soon be 
publishing a journal covering eco- 
Christian direct action techniques (self- 
spiking, etc) along with warnings about 
the Hell-fires which await wilderness 
despoilers. It's called Live Mild or Fry! 
andw££ncourage everyone to submit. 

— <&flKEjAKUfcAl. 

Dear shit fer brains, 

Live Wild or Die #4 needs yer 
help. Ideally we'd like to have our little 
zine out and on the racks by the Activists 
Conference in January’, but judging by 
the submissions we have received so 
far this will be difficult. So far our 
mailing to EF! contacts and radical 
publications has prompted a decent 
response but by no means is it enough 
material to publish something worthy 
of being called LWOD (pronounced el- 
wod). Are ya going to help us or what!?! 

We'd really like to see some- 
thing a little heftier than book reviews 
and shitty graphics. Thanks for all the 
poetry but how about sending us some 
original graphics and camera-ready art, 
the usual humor and satire we've seen 
in past LWODs, short, loud rants on 
our own desires and for the wild, and 
submissions for the monkeywrench 
chronology (see Dear Ned Ludd in this 
issue). 

continued on page 24 
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An Interview with Lance Olsen 


The Great Bear: Will it Survive in the Wild? 

By Don Smith 



Lance Olsen is former President of the Great Bear Foun- 
dation, located in Missoula, Montana. Bom and raised 
in central Montana, Lance has taught at a number of 
universities and colleges. He is a leading national 
spokesperson on behalf of the bear and the preservation 
of wilderness habitat necessary for bear survival. This 
interview focuses on a variety of issues, ranging from the 
threats to grizzlies, the politics of national environmental 
groups, to global climate and human overpopulation. 

Journal: You resigned recently as President of the 
Great Bear Foundation. What lay behind your 
decision to do this? 


Lance: Ten years. ..I believe presidents 
should come and presidents should 
go. It also got really clear to me that 
our top priority species, the grizzly 
bear in the lower 48 states and south- 
ern Canada, mav not survive. 


Journal: Why is that? ^ 

Lance: The answer is partly simple and f 
partly complicated. One part of it is \ 

that the landscape is changing so rap- 
idly that the bears won't be able to 
survive what is happening. 

Journal: Your resignation was in- 
tended in part to state this publicly, 
was it not? 

Lance: Yes. Partly it was a declaration about all the 
bullshit, about all the feel-good biology that states 
'the bears are doing just fine and we got everything 
under control.’ 

Journal: Which is coming from the agencies? 



Journal: Lets look at Yellowstone and Glacier 
National Park regions. The Bear News (publication 
of Great Bear Foundation) states that there are 
more bears in the Glacier region, yet the popula- 
tion may be more threatened there than in 
Yellowstone. 

Lance: It is generally accepted that there are more 
bears in the Glacier region than Yellowstone. That 
may be true. I suspect it is true. But the Northern 
Continental Divide is being unraveled, shrinking 
more rapidly than Yellowstone. Along its western 
front in the valleys, housing developments impact 

the areas, creating 
- . , a strip city from 

Whitefish to Mis- 
soula down 
nearly to Darby. 
And that strip city 
is a death trap be- 
cause the grizzlies 
that wander into 
it aren't wel- 
comed, and 
they'll either be 
killed or packed 
off to zoos. Put- 
ting them in zoos 
is the same as 
death as far as the 
IWflr**''' wild population is 

concerned. There is oil and gas, mining, logging, 
subdivisions and tourism. All these indicators point 
straight to extinction. 

Journal: The grizzlies of the Mission Mountain 
range are being cut off from grizzlies in the Bob 
Marshall and Great Bear Wildernesses and Gla- 
cier... 



Journal: And it hasn't been any different with 
Bush. 

Lance: No, its the same. 

Journal: So when we speak of the Bush Adminis- 
tration we're speaking of the Reagan-Bush Ad- 
ministration? 

Lance: Yes we are. Its one continuous Reagan-Bush 
Administration. Bush's first job appointed by Reagan 
was to head up a commission to get rid of regula- 
tions. To get rid of law and order is what that means. 
To de-regulate banking, forests, everything. 

Journal: When Reagan-Bush speak of deregula- 
tion, of getting government off our backs, they're 
speaking specifically of getting government off 
large corporation's backs. Government has in 
fact been made bigger! 

Lance: The small local logger whose back got broken 
didn't have government support. There was a re- 
distribution of wealth. The local post and pole 
operation that had been cutting modestly here and 
there got their pockets picked for the benefit of the 
big guys. Reagan said he'd kill debt and he increased 
it. He said he was against redistribution of wealth, 
yet pulled off his own redistribution scheme, locking 
the forest up for multi-national corporations. 

Journal: The welfare system is intact. It just got 
re-directed. 

Lance: Yes. Its still the same water coming out of the 
same hose. It is just being directed to a different part 
of the lawn. 


Lance: Yes, and some of the major environmental 
groups. Jav Hair, President of the National Wildlife 
Federation, was quoted in the Missoulian saying that 
Senate Bill 1 696 (the Montana wilderness bill, which 
was eventually defeated) protected all the key wild- 
life habitat in Montana. When I learned of that my 
first urge was to write and ask him to resign on the 
grounds of incompetence. The major environmen- 
tal groups are repeating the same mistakes once 
again. 

Journal: Name a few of these groups. 

Lance: The National Wildlife Federation, the Wil- 
derness Society’, the Sierra Club, basically all of them. 

Journal: They're all saying that the grizzly is 
doing fine in the lower 48? 

Lance: They're all acting as if there were no threats 
to the bear. They're all supporting bills like 1696, 
accepting one million to 1.5 million acres out of 6 
million in Montana. 

Journal: This wilderness bill did not protect 
roadless land so much as release land for exploita- 
tion. Are we better off now that the Montana 
wilderness bill has been defeated? 

Lance: Absolutely. The national groups are taking a 
piecemeal approach to wilderness, ignoring the needs 
of wildlife. They are actively opposing the Northern 
Rockies Ecosystem Protection Act, which is set up 
according to the needs of wildlife. 

Journal: It is almost as if national groups feel 
threatened by local groups. 

Lance: Ves, they do. The bigger they get, the broader 
the net they have to cast. It becomes easy for them 
to convince their members that they have had a 
victory when what they really had was a loss. 'We 
saved a million acres,' they'll tell their membership. 
But they won't say that they saved a million acres at 
the cost of 4 million acres, acres that will be leased to 
oil, gas, timber and the motorized sports industry. 
The bigger they get the more unsophisticated their 
members are, and some of their contributors won't 
allow them to do specific things. They won't take the 
best biological course because they want to protect 
their funding. 


Lance: Because of the excesses in the Swan Valley; 
too much housing and too much logging and road 
building. The Mission Mountain bears are part of a 
larger population, but isolated, they are a few strug- 
gling bears, and they will die. 

Journal: The Central 
Idaho Wilderness Com- 
plex may be large enough 
for bears, but can they 
survive without the 
salmon runs of 100 years 
ago? 

Lance: That's a worthwhile 
question. If we get salmon 
. recovery it will boost the 
bears' chances. We also 
need clearcut recovery. We 
can't give up on this. We 
need to restore these areas 
by putting forests back to- 
gether. We need experi- 
mental ways to bring back 
old growth. 

Journal: Recovery also presupposes road closures. 

Lance: Yes. In a big way. 

Journal: The grizzly is an indicator species... 

Lance: Yes, and so are human beings, and if we want 
to know how the grizzly is doing, look at the local, 
native population and how they are doing. People 
who were born here, how are they doing? A small 
logger can't afford to outbid the big logging outfits 
for timber sales. The little guy can't compete with 
the big companies for these sales. The forest plans 
aren't doing local people any good. But the big 
companies are fattening quite well. 

Journal: The Forest Service is basically structuring 
their forest plans to benefit monopoly capitalism. 

Lance: Well, how could it be any other way. When 
Reagan was elected the first thing he did was to 
appoint John Crowell as Secretary of Agriculture, 
overseeing the Forest Service. Crowell was loyal to 
Louisiana-Pacific. 


Journal: Any thoughts on the Wise Use Move- 
ment? 


Journal: And the same issues reside there as here. 
Let's examine a recent incident in Glacier where 
a grizzly and her two cubs were killed because 
they had killed and partially fed on a hiker, 
raising fears within the Park Service that they 
would be accustomed to human meat and thus 
kill again. You make an argument that some 
clashes between humans and bears will always 
exist. But you're more concerned that too much 
attention to these kinds of incidents can detract 
us from greater threats to the grizzly? 

Lance: It can. As we move more and more into bear 
habitat there will be more bear deaths. Its getting to 
the point that bears can't sustain this any longer. 
The mortality and the habitat question are one and 
the same. If we don't leave the bear with enough 
secure habitat once we move in they die. Bears are 
also being hit by cars, trains, buses and trucks. They 

continued on page 29 


Lance: For the grassroots folks in the Wise Use 
Movement, they don't know what's hitting them. 
They're being blind sided. Its a shame. They're being 
wiped out by the same people who they think are 
their allies. The local people are an 
indicator of what's happening. These 
local people are indicator species. I look 
at the people who have been sucked into 
the WiseUseMovementandsay, 'Iknow 
what's going to happen to them.' And I 
take that as an indicator of what's going 
to happen to the bear. The changing 
nature of the landscape is going to deter- 
mine it for both of them. People here 
can't afford to buy homes. People that 
have lived all their lives, going back four 
generations, can't afford to live here 
anymore. 

Journal: Where are they going? 

Lance: Some of them just move deeper 
into the woods where land is cheaper, further and 
further away from the cities and towns. They be- 
come the leading pioneers in the urban sprawl, 
wiping out the wildlife habitat. They become envi- 
ronmental refugees. They crowd the bear. Some go 
up to Alaska to cut the Tongass. 
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When Stars Have Eyes 

Activists Destroy Surveillance Satellite 


I tried to do what was possible, rather than what 
was permitted. I tried to do what was right rather than 
what was convenient. 

— Keith Kjoller, at his sentencing, September 21, 1992 
By Pete Shanks 

On May 10th, Plowshare activists Peter 
Lumsdaine and Keith Kjoller disarmed a satellite. 
They broke into the headquarters of Rockwell 
International's headquarters in Seal Beach, Califor- 
nia in the middle of the night, and headed for 
building 86, which contained two clean rooms 
holding eight Navstar satellites, two of Tvhich were 
wrapped and ready for shipment to Cape Canaveral. 

Clean rooms are 99.8% (at least) dust-free 
environments for the assembly of delicate high-tech 
gear. Kjoller and Lumsdaine smashed into them 
with axes. That in itself ruined the work in progress; 
the contaminated equipment had to be stripped 
down, checked and reassembled. The noise attracted 
the attention of security guards, who grabbed Kjoller 
and flung him into the shards of glass before he could 
get inside. 

Lumsdaine meanwhile managed to get to 
one of the finished satellites and used his ax to get the 
wrapping off and start dismantling the machine. He 



got 60 blows in before the stunned guards finally 
forced him to stop. Damage estimates for the whole 
operation run up to nearly $3 million, according to 
Rockwell. 

Navstar (Navigation System Time and 
Ranging) GPS (Global Positioning System) is, as of 
now, incomplete. Currently, 21 out of an expected 
24 are up, strung around the globe in three different 
orbits, like nooses with eight knots each, at least four 
will be visible from any point on earth at any time. 

The intended users, of course, are the mili- 
tary. 

Navstar is a targeting system. Receivers are 
attached to cruise missiles, 6-inch artillery shells, 
planes, tanks, and Jeeps. They help to guide first- 
strike missiles to their targets, and infantry across 
unfamiliar terrain. In the words of Bob Aldrige, a 
former Trident missile engineer, "Navstar takes the 
guess out of warfighting." The system was field 
tested in the Gulf War, and the Pentagon loved it. 

The war department has been working on 
GPS for almost thirty years. Its uses for a nuclear first 
strike are extremely significant, but "Navstar is ideal 
for certain kinds of counterinsurgency operations," 
explains Lumsdaine. "The traditional advantage of 
lightly armed peasant guerillas or civilian refugees, is 
that they know the local terrain." But Navstar lets 
the invaders know exactly where they are and takes 
away the edge. 

For public-relations purposes, the Pentagon 
and the manufacturers try to foster the illusion that 
GPS is intended to find sailors lost at sea, even 
though they encrypt the signals so that only the 
military get the most accurate data. Some large 
corporations do want to use it to map and exploit 
third-world resources, but it was never designed for 


civilian use. Their biggest customers: the Pentagon 
just before Desert Storm began, when they wanted 
more in a hurry and the Chinese government just 
before the 1989 crackdown, when army troops from 
remote provinces were sent to "restore order" in 
Beijing. 

Each extra satellite launched compounds 
the strength of the system. Ten were put up in 1989- 
90, but technical difficulties restricted the launches 
to one in '91. These were resolved and the 12th of 
this series went up on February 23rd, 1992, with 
launches scheduled every 60-90 days thereafter. As 
of mid-September, no more had gone up. 

The activists were held at first without bail, 
then on a million bucks of bail. In latejune they were 
briefly let out, after agreeing to a plea bargain, under 
which they stipulated that they caused up to $1.5 
million of damage and were told they could expect 
no more than about two years in jail. 

Lumsdaine was given 24 months in jail and 
Kjoller 18, for a minor contribution (he didn't actually 
get to a satellite). Both were ordered to pay $15,000 
restitution to Rockwell International and placed on 
supervised probation for three years after their re- 
lease. The Plowshares are generally Christian anti- 
war, anti-military activists who practice a type of 



civil disobedience monkeywrenching. They often 
break into military installation where they are sure 
to be caught and damage or destroy weapons and 
weapons systems. 

Northern California activists are continuing 
to raise money for Keith, Peter, their cause, and their 
dependants, as well as to spread the word about what 
they did and why they did it. Checks should be made 
available to "Stop First Strike/LAC" and sent to PO 
Box 11645, Berkeley, CA 94701-2645. 

People who particularly want to help Peter's 
daughter, Lucy, can send donations to her mother, 
Jean Peterson, at P.O. Box 8003, Santa Cruz, CA 
95061. 

Meanwhile, Peter and Keith would love to 
hear from you. Letters must include the recipient's 
registration number and should be sent to: 

Keith Kjoller, Registration Number 94358-012 
Peter Lumsdaine, Registration Number 94359-012 
Metropolitan Detention Center, P.O. Box 1500, Los 
Angeles, CA 90053 

This address will change when they are signed 
to a long-term facility, but mail will be forwarded. 
For updates or further information, call the hotline 
at 415-824-0214. 

Pete Shanks is a writer and activist who lives in Santa 
Cruz, CA, and is proud to be an alien. Besides, most of 
his town seceded from America years ago and wants to 
take the rest of the country with it. 


WEST VIRGINIA 
MOUNTAIN MAN 


I met him a few years ago, 
on a warm and sunny 
fall day, 

as I hiked through the wilderness 
of the Alleghenies, 
it was Indian summer, 
the leaves were red and golden. 

He sat on a log 
outside his little shack, 
carving a piece of wood. 

Old man in the forested hills. 

How long has he lived here for, 

I wonder. 

I walked closer, and the old man 
looked up at me, and made a gesture 
with his hand. 

Have a seat, son, he said. 

Then he went on carving. 

I tried to start a conversation, 
and i told the man 
about my travels, 
i mentioned the places I had been: 

Paris, New York, San Francisco, 
Amsterdam. 

Tell me more about these places, 
he said. 

There wasn't too much to tell, I said. 

All I had left was shallow impressions, 

I had just stayed a day, 
and rushed on 

to new sights, new sounds, new people. 
He told me that he had spent his whole 
life 

in these hills, and the farthest he had 
gone 

was a town 15 miles to the east, 
but that was a couple of years ago, 
these days he didn't go to town anymore 
Too many people, too much noise. 

And then he told stories 

about the land 

the trees 

the rivers 

the animals 

and I realized 

that this old man 

not only knew the land, 

he was the land. 

When he talked, I could hear the 

the trees talk, 

and I am sure the old man 

could feel 

the wild rivers 

flow through his veins. 

He told me about this black bear 
that lived around here, 
sometimes he came real close. 

The old man said he kept a rifle, 
but he never tried to shoot the bear. 

God made this land for all critters 
to share, 
he said. 

I still think of the old man 
sometimes. 

And I wonder if he still lives 
out there 
amidst the trees 
the rivers 
the hills. 

— Peter Zmyj 
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Importing Indonesia's Forests... 


Tropical Timber Ship Blockaded 


A Seagull's Perspective of the Blockade 


continued front page 1 

and taken the offensive against the 
tropical timber industry. We proved 
with this action that if we are to change 
consumer attitudes, corporate invest- 
ments and government poicies, on this 
issue, we must continue to combine 
our energies and our resources. Other- 
wise, the tropical timber campaign in 
North America will remain a distant 
priority. 

The action in the port of Long 
Beach was the culmination of months 
of planning, conference calls, local 
meetings and outreach. The sum total 
of all this work was reflected in how 
well all the diverse elements came to- 
gether to produce a colorful and highly 
empowering action. Our goals of chal- 
lenging POBC to stop transporting 
tropical timber, illustrating to Holly- 
wood why they don't need to use tropi- 
cal plywood in set construction and 
educating American companies and 
consumers about their connection to 
tropical deforestation all came across 
loud and clear. 

Over the last few years, 
rainforest activists in Europe and Aus- 
tralia have mounted similar blockades. 
Organizers who co-ordinated the ac- 
I tion in Los Angeles believe that the 
first direct action against a tropical 
timber ship entering the US will help 
Rainforest groups make stronger na- 
tional and international links. The 
blockade coincided with World 
Rainforest Week and, as such, repre- 
sents further progress in the campaign 
to curb commercial logging of tropical 
forests by halting imports to the lead- 
ing markets of Japan, Europe and the 
US. "Commercial logging is destroy- 
ing 16 million acres of rainforest a 
year," said Campbell Plowden of 
Greenpeace International. 

The ports of Long Beach and 
' adjacent Los Angeles rank third in US 
imports of tropical timber from South- 
east Asia. In 1991, the ports received 
timber equivalent to the destruction of 
800,000 acres of rainforest, according 
to Bill Walker of Greenpeace. The 
response from Indonesia was quick as 
the country's chief timber baron, Bob 
Hasan, stated in today's Jakarta paper. 
"Such boycotts are old- 


fashioned... Consumers know our ply- 
wood is the most efficient, otherwise 
they won't use it." Hasan maintained 
that Indonesia's rainforests are selec- 
tively logged using sustained yield 
management. Anyone who has trav- 
eled to Sumatra, Kalimantan (Indone- 
sian Borneo) and Irian Jaya (West i 
Papau) can see for themselves the eco- ( 
logical and social havoc caused by the 
timber industry. 

Indonesia contains the most 
rainforest after Brazil and World Bank 
officials estimate that the country is 
destroying about 2.4 million acres of 
forest every year. Indonesia's exports 
of timber products is the country's 
major earner after oil and gas. Last 
year, Indonesia exported about one 
million cubic meters (10.7 million cu- 
bic feet) of hardwood plywood to the 
US. One of the major users of tropical 
plywood (known as meranti) in LA is 
the entertainment industry which 
consumes approximately 250,000 
sheets of rainforest plywood every year. 
While several independent producers 
have started using alternatives, no 
major studios have as yet switched 
over to existing alternatives. 

Our port action in LA generated 
mounds of positive publicity. More 
importantly, it has initiated serious 
campaigns against the shipping lines 
of POBC and Hyundai, who account 
for 80 percent of all tropical timber 
transported into the US. Hollywood 
and American consumers support the 
criminals making millions off 
rainforests and the people who live 
there. 

For more information on how 
to plug into future ship actions or other 
rainforest protests: Contact JakeJagoff, 
Earth First! Tropical Timber Cam- 
paign, POB 5176 Missoula, MT 59806 
econet: earthfirst! (No phone calls to 
Jagoff, please!); Campbell Plowden, 
Greenpeace Tropical Timber Cam- 
paign, 1436 U St. NW, Washington, 
DC 20009 ph. (202) 319-2414; Pam 
WellnerTropical Timber Co-ordinator, 
Rainforest Action Network, 450 
Sansome, Suite 700, San Francisco, CA 
94111 ph. (415) 398-4404 econet: 
rainforest 


By Jim Flynn 

What a blast! We owned that 
ship. Talk about personal empower- 
ment; Pan Ocean Bulk Carriers asked 
our permission to use a crane to unload 
non-ti mber cargo. ^7 

working with Greenpeace was7 
('greaialso. Not only were the people } 
wonderful (closet Earth First!ers, if you J 
askm eJJjuUheydia yelotsofneattoys. j 
From a late night buITsession in our 
"safe" house, to a kick-ass action within 
a week, we were able to combine forces, 
goals, and ideologies. All this was 
made possible by the groundwork laid 
by the good folks at the Rainforest 
Action Network. 

On the day of the action, it was 
a bit intimidating to wander, bleary- 
eyed, out of the Earth First! motel room 
down to the Greenpeace/RAN room. It 
became obvious that they didn't even 
enjoy the hour's worth of sleep that we 
got. They all were sitting quietly in the 
dark, dressed out in full gear with ear- 
nest demeanor. Within an hour, we 
were approaching the ship. Then we 
got word there was a complete police 
bloackade on land and we knew they 
would be waiting for us. After a brief 
discussion on the merits of a visit to 
Catalina, we decided to go for it. 
Amazingly, we were able to pull up to 
the ship without confrontation. But 
our problems weren't over. Our lad- 
ders were too short to reach the railing 
on the ship, so we had to unload at the 
dock. Three Earth First! crane sitters 
(Kimberly, Chuck and myself) ap- 
proached the gangplank from near the 
bow, three more (Kristin, Craig and 
Kevin) accompanied by Mike with a 
video camera approached from land 
and the Greenpeace banner hangers 
climbed the dock to reach the gang- 
plank from near the stern. Our team of 
three walked the length of the ship and 
were escorted on board by some secu- 
rity dude who made no attempt to stop 
us. Within minutes we were on top of 
the cranes. The banner hangers got 
caught on the deck of the ship, but 
much to their credit, they were able to 
unfurl the banner while their support 
people were escorted off the ship and 
released. Not long after that, the other 
crane team boarded the ship and one 


climber got up immediately. The other 
two were detained by the authorities 
momentarily, then scrambled up the 
/cranes themselves. 

That was it, within a half hour 
of reaching the dock, four cranes were 
occupied with banners and sitters and 
another banner hung off the side of the 
ship, complete with climbers. It soon 
became obvious they had no way to 
remove us from the ship. It was so 
obvious to everyone , they didn't even 
try. 

The ground troops filled an 
essential diversionary role and then 
joined us near the dock. All were 
inspired once visual contact was made 
between the crane sitters and the pick- 
eted. It was even possible to see the 
guerrilla theater from the top of the 
cranes. The skit involved a chainsaw, 
a tree, a Hollywood movie director and 
numerous forest creatures accompa- 
nied by assorted eco-defenders and 
noise-makers. Howling and drumming 
on the ship could be heard by the 
picketed as well. 

After a few hours, an agree- 
ment was made to allow the long- 
shoremen to operate one crane to un- 
load a yacht and som e steel. Our people 
were allowed freedom of movement 
on the ship and a dialogue was estab- 
lished with some Korean crew mem- 
bers on the ship. Eventually the Long 
Beach PD yelled up to one of our sup- 
port people on the deck and negotia- 
tions were initiated. Our position was 
clear: we weren't coming down until 
POBC agreed to take their load of tropi- 
cal timber away from the harbor and 
away from North America. In the end, 
we agreed to come down with a guar- 
anteed citation and release. We left 
after six hours of occupation, confi- 
dent that we couldn't be removed, 
comforted by the thought of ho w much 
money we cost Pan Ocean Bulk, and 
knowing that we had got the word out 
that the import of tropical timber would 
not be tolerated. «_ 

Hats-off and fists raised to all 
the folks at RAN and Greenpeace. See 
you on the front lines. 


Native Forest 
Network activ- 
ists unfurl a 
banner at the 
port of Long 
Beach near Los 
Angeles, where 
Indonesian 
timber is 
imported for 
disposable movie 
sets. 
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While Exporting Washington's 

Washington Earth First! Occupies Plum Creek Log Yard and Export Dock 


By Washington Earth First! 

In honor of World Rainforest 
Week, and to coordinate this Native 
Forest Network action with the 1 
simultanious action in Los Angeles, x 
Washington Earth First! targeted and | 

shut down the Plum Creek log ex- | 
port dock in Tacoma, Washington. i 

Background 

We picked Plum Creek be- 
cause they are the second largest 
private land owner in Washington, 
after Weyerhauser. Plum Creek is a 
subsidiary of Burlington Resources, 
which stole its land from the public 
in 1864 in a Burlington Northern 
railroad land deal. Plum Creek's 
president and CEO, David Leland, 
admits that they are purposely liqui- 
dating old growth and that cutting 
at twice the sustainable rate. Fur- 
ther analysis of Plum Creek reveals 
they are, in fact, cutting at three 
times the sustainable rate. Plum 
Creek exports half of the trees they 
harvest in Washington state. Even 
more shocking, Plum Creek pays no 
income tax on the money it makes 
cutting down the trees. It is set up as 
a limited partnership. Under a 1987 
Federal Tax Law, limited partner- 
ships that get 90 percent of their 
sales from natural resources do not 
have to pay income taxes. 

Plum Creek and Murphy Pa- 
cific Corporations are tenants of the 
Port of Tacoma at the export dock 
on Commencement Bay, slightly east 
of downtown, in the "single-use-ih- 
dustrial-area." 

Washington state, the world's 
biggest raw log exporter, exports over- 
seas one-fourth to one-third of the 
trees cut in the state as raw logs, 
primarily to Japan. Sixty-percent of 
the Northwest's annual cut is sent 
overseas as raw or minimally processed 
wood products. Evidence suggests 
seven direct jobs and fourteen indirect 
jobs are lost with every million board 
feet of timber sent overseas unproc- 
essed. The USFWS has stated that any 
job loss caused by spotted owl protec- 
tion could be more than made up by a 
small reduction in raw log exports. 
Ostensibly, it is illegal to export raw 
logs from public lands in Washington, 
but legal loopholes allow private/pub- 
lic land log substitution. 

Our Action 

Our actions took several fronts, 
including a visit by high-flying banner 
hanger Tony very early on Tuesday 
morning, October 20, 1992. A couple 
hours after his arrival, about fifty of us 
descended on Plum Creek from 
Bellington, Seattle, and Olympia. 

The Tacoma police were apolo- 
getic for their lack of staff since a city 
teachers strike was simultaneously 
happening and they could not afford 
staff for a "major action." We ex- 
plained to them, when asked who our 
spokesperson was, that we had come 
from three very different towns and 
had done no coordination other than 
to announce the action. 

We gathered together and 
stormed in as a banner unfurled from 
the crane above. We immediately 
took over the place, singing and drum- 
ming, encircling log-stacking ma- 
chines, eventually shutting them 
down. Two logs were placed in the 
driveway, blocking arriving logs trucks. 

As the workers shut down their 
evil yellow monsters, activists began to 



Despite all the propaganda about us radical 
enviromeddlers costing good Americans their liveli- 
hoods, it's shipments like this one, temporarily blocked 
by Washington Earth First!, that are the real culprits. 


explore the true horror of the log yard. 
Mature and old growth Douglas Fir and 
Hemlocks from the west slope of the 
Cascade Range, and Poderosa Pine from 
the east slope waited to be exported to 
Asia. 

Simultaneously, another group 
ran through the log yard to a ship, 
which was half full of raw logs which 
would fill up at Port Townsend before 
heading to Japan. We boarded it, 
preventing them from leaving for sev- 
eral hours. 

In the adjacent Murphy Pacific 
log yard, some Earth Firstlers briefly 
shut down the operation but were con- 
fronted by a very angry 
longshoreman. We dis- 
covered that Murphy Pa- 
cific owned logs on the 
north side of the dock as 
well as having just sold 
the logs on the ship. The 
tribe split into smaller 
groups and ran into the 
yard, blocking the ma- 
chinery with their bod- 
ies. With the media on 
the scene, we stopped the 
machines from stacking 
logs with a fun-and-run 
strategy, which shut 
them down. It was a 
crazy game of hide-and- 
seek among the logs— us 
against the industrial 
machine. 

The cops came 
and warned those who 
were on the ship to leave 
or be arrested. Also 
present was Slicky Willy, 
a suit spokespod repre- 
senting the port of 
Tacoma, who informed 
us that we were trespass- 
ing and endangering our 
lives. 

We decided (in 
the quickest consensus 
ever) to head back over 


to Plum Creek side of 
the dock to join oth- 
ers, who were en- 
gaged in a positive 
discussion with some 
workers. At this 
point, our friend on 
the crane had climbed 
down, fifteen log 
trucks were backed up 
from the Plum Creek 
yard entrance, and a 
cougar was locked to 
a log stacking ma- 
chine. Cougar de- 
manded that Plum 
Creek remain closed 
for the day. Slick 
Willy claimed that he 
wasn’t authorized to 
make that decision 
and then informed us 
that because of the 
"vandalism" (bar 
code inventory tags 
were being ripped 
from logs), we all had 
to leave or be sub- 
jected to arrest. We 
left in order to avoid 
the legal hassles, car- 
rying among others, 
signs reading "Earth 
First!, Profits Last." 
The action ended 
with a defiant march 
across the log scales. 
By the time of our departure, idled 
longshoremen, media and 25 riot po- 
lice had gathered along with a char- 
tered police bus. 

The biggest success of the day 
was that, despite limited planning 
Washington Earth First! banded to- 
gether. We all fed off of eachothers 1 
wild spirits and pulled off a kickass 
action. 

In terms of immediate impact 
from the action, equipment was shut 
down for several hours, the log ship 
was prevented from leaving, and about 
a dozen log trucks were turned away 
from the facility. According to Sharon 


Kanareff, industrial PR extremist (aka 
Director of Corporate Affairs) for Plum 
Creek, "clearly we are going to have 
some monetary impact from even what 
appeared to be a simple action of dem- 
onstrators tearing some bar-coded tags 
off of logs." With logs of media cover- 
age and no arrests made, we left in 
great spirits, leaving behind and Earth 
First! banner flying high above the 
Plum Creek dock. 

What you can Do: Visit Plum 
Creek's log yard in Tacoma Everett, or 
contact David Leland at their corpo- 
rate office in downtown Seattle: First 
Interstate Building, 23rd floor, 999 
Third Avenue, Seattle, WA 98104, (206) 
467-3600. Read Ecodefense for ideas of 
what you might do at either place. 


ed. note: We got three separate articles 
discribing this action and did our best to 
compile them into one, clear story. 


Indonesian meranti plywood, destined to 
become backdrop for "Star Trek” or 
"Dances With Wolves, " is unloaded at 
the port of Long Beach, California. 
Hollywood alone uses approximately a 
quarter million sheets of meranti a year. 
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Tucson Businessmen Attack Apache — Again 

Another History ofMt. Graham 

By Jean Eisenhower 


In 1871,theApacheoftheGra- 
ham Mountains were living, as ordered 
by the US Army, peacefully on the land 
around Fort Grant — theoretically un- 
der Army protection. On April 30, 
most of the Apache men were out 
hunting when 77 women, children and 
old people were attacked and brutally 
murdered. The attack was organized 
by a ring of Tucson merchants and 
businessmen who had been getting 
rich on large Army supply contracts. 
The attack was meant to goad other 
Apaches into attacking army forts, thus 
keeping the war machine rolling. 

One hundred twenty one years 
later, the Apache are once again being 
attacked by "respectable, upstanding" 
Tucson businessmen. 

Mount Graham, once home to 
the Apache, and part of the Apache 
reservation established in 1871, is now 
the site of a controversial proposed 


telescope complex, one of the hottest 
environmental battles of the decade 
(and the site of next summer's Earth 
First! Round River Rendezvous.) 

The reservation once included 
not only the Graham (or Pinaleno) 
Mountains, but the lands around 
Safford, the Gila Valley, Globe and 
Morenci. As rich farmland, lumber 
and copper resources were discovered, 
all these areas were taken from the 
Apache and given to Anglo settlers and 
developers. 

TheUniversity of Arizona (UA), 
which is planning a telescope complex 
on Emerald Peak of Mount Graham, 
claims to have contacted, via form let- 
ter in 1985, all tribes which might have 
an interest in protecting Mount Gra- 
ham. The UA has no evidence any 
letter was received by the Apache, and 
it did not do follow ups, consultations 
or interviews to confirm it. But it 
continues, to this day, to blame the 
Apache for not responding in a timely 
manner, and accuses them of being 
"used by environmentalists." This in- 
sult ignores the fact that during the 
NEPA public comment period, many 
letters were received by the Forest Ser- 


vice testifying to Mt. Graham's sacred- 
ness to the Apache. The insult also 
obscures the University's actual activi- 
ties. 

In 1989, UA officials finally 
met face-to-face with the Tribal Coun- 
cil, which was critical of the project, 
and discussed an opposition resolu- 
tion. The University President, how- 
ever, seems to have no recollection of 
that meeting, as he has repeatedly said, 
"No Apache concerns, religious or oth- 
erwise, were expressed." 

Six months later, the Tribal 
Council passed the first of three unani- 
mous resolutions opposing the project 
as "...a display of profound disrespect 
as well as a serious violation of our 
traditional religious beliefs." 

Prior to this, when the project 
first became public news, Tribal Chair- 
man Buck Kitcheyan threatened the 
Forest Service with a lawsuit, saying, 


"Since time immemorial, Mount Gra- 
ham has been sacred to the Apache 
people." Unfortunately, in May, 1991, 
Kitcheyan was ousted by the tribe for 
theft and embezzlement of tribal funds. 
Facing huge legal debts, he suddenly 
became the UA's "Apache religious 
authority," reversed himself on the 
sacredness of the mountain and today 
speaks publicly on the UA's behalf. But 
he has failed repeatedly to produce the 
medicine men or elders who he said 
would support his new stand. 

The University even sought to 
bring this deposed and accused Tribal 
Chairman to Europe to represent na- 
tive concerns to the UA's project part- 
ners, but he could not leave the coun- 
try while awaiting trial. Then, when 
the Apache elders and Council mem- 
bers traveled to Europe (and each time 
they have spoken out in any public 
forum), the University has cast disper- 
sions on their integrity and questioned 
how much of the tribe they might 
represent. Meanwhile, more and more 
Apaches are getting involved in this 
issue, and support for the Tribal 
Council's stand continues growing. The 
case brought by the Apache against the 


Forest Service was dismissed, but the 
Apache are appealing it. 

One of the University's part- 
ners is the Vatican, which has an office 
on the University of Arizona campus. 
The University of Arizona has pulled 
out all the stops in disseminating mis- 
leading information and insulting the 
integrity of the Apache and others 
who respect Native American access to 
sacred lands. They've been highly suc- 
cessful, as well, in pressuring local media 
to give them positive and profuse cov- 
erage on everything related to tele- 
scopes, and in ignoring and playing 
down any opposition, though some 
local papers have editorialized against 
it. Fortunately, the European media 
have been less easily manipulated by 
the UA (see sidebar). 

If you are offended by the lies 
that bolster the UA's power plays, read 
on and act. 


Write your US Senator (Wash- 
ington DC 20510) or Representative 
(Washington DC 20515) and ask them 
to restore cultural and religious and 
environmental protection laws to 
Mount Graham. 

Contact your local Catholic 
bishop and ask him to write to Bishop 
Moreno of Tucson, asking Moreno 
(192 South Stone, Tucson, AZ 85702) 
to abandon the project. The President 
of the National Catholic Conference of 
Catholic Bishops has determined — ar- 
rogantly and incorrectly — that this is a 
matter between the Bishop and the 
Pope. 

Contact the two Jesuits, "Fa- 
thers" Polzer (State Museum, Univer- 
sity of Arizona, Tucson, AZ 85 721) and 
Coyne (00120 Vatican), who have sub- 
mitted affidavits in the lawsuit oppos- 
ing the Apache people. Give them a 
piece of your mind. 

The Apache Survival Coalition 
would be very interested in receiving 
copies of your letters: Mail them 
promptly to ASC, Box 11814, Tucson, 
AZ 85734. 


Earth First! 
in UK Joins 
the Fight for 
Mount 
Graham 

By Jason Torrance 

On October 7, British 
activists vented their outrage at 
the Vatican's continued in- 
volvement in the destruction of 
Mt. Graham. Catholics Against 
Vatican Exploitation of Apache 
Traditional Sites joined with 
Earth First! activists outside of 
the Vatican Embassy. The 
original action that was planned 
consisted of hanging a banner 
on the building itself, with other 
activists gathering in front of 
the main door with assorted 
banners and placards. I was 
particularly looking forward to 
ringing the doorbell, and upon 
opening, uttering, "Hi, We're 
here for Mt. Graham..." How- 
ever, this was thwarted by a 
heavy police presence waiting 
for us at the embassy and a 
police escort from our meeting 
point, the train station, to the 
embassy. At least someone was 
taking us seriously! 

The climbers looked 
around the building for ban- 
ner hanging possibilities, irri- 
tated that their fun had been 
taken from them for the day. 
Not to be outdone, the climb- 
ers walked with a purpose into 
the middle of the road, banner 
spread out between them, and 
brought traffic to a standstill. 
The police ended the road- 
block, escorting the activists 
from the road, whispering in 
their ears "I know you want to 
get arrested, but we're not 
arresting you" — marks a change, 
eh? 

The standard presenta- 
tion of the protest letter pro- 
vided further amusement when 
the embassy official was found 
cowering behind a bush in 
front of the embassy. 

Singing specially writ- 
ten hymns was very much the 
order of the day from the 
Catholic contingent among us. 

As we left, I had a little 
chat with one of the police 
officers who was assigned to see 
us back safely away from the 
embassy. "See you again soon, 
and oh, don't forget the hy- 
draulic boltcutters next time," 
were my parting words. An evil 
grin began to grow on my face 
as I began plotting for Vatican 
Embassy Part n. 
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Idaho Minister Gives Support to Roadless Area 

Preaching that 
Earth First! Gospel 


By Ramon 

A dramatic event occurred re- 
cently in connection with the Roadless 
Area Rescue Expedition actions in cen- 
tral Idaho. This summer, Earth Firstlers 
from around the country joined Wild 
Rockies EF! in the Nez Perce National 
Forest to protest and blockade the 
building of roads to log the previously 
roadless corridor between the Gospel 
Hump and River-of-No- Return Wilder- 
ness areas. 

A local minister, upon over- 
hearing "puns" directed against Earth 
First!, decided to visit our camp and see 
for himself what we were all about. 
The very next Sunday, August 1 6th, he 
delivered a sermon to his congrega- 
tion, portions of which are quoted be- 
low. Remember that this took place in 
the conservative Idaho community of 
Grangeville, and that many of his pa- 
rishioners have ties to the logging 
community. 

"Prophecy or prophetic speech 
is most often unsettling, unsolicited, 
and unwanted. It takes a certain 
amount of grit, almost adventure, to 
hear the prophetic word because it will 


the forest is already designated 'wilder- 
ness'; and about the mission of the 
Forest Service to provide services and 
recreation for the largest number of 
people. 

"I also went to Dixie, down 
road 222 to a place where several long- 
haired, passionate young men and 
women were camped. I learned about 
delicate ecosystems; about the damag- 
ing effects of too many roads; about 
how we should more often return and 
give back to the forest rather than take 
and use. I heard words, burning words, 
erupting from within their depths: 'If 
we don't learn and adopt new ways 
and become more faithful to creation, 
our forest temple will be destroyed.' 

"I think we need to decide if 
Earth First! speaks an unsettling truth 
or possibility. Just because the message 
may be threatening doesn't mean it's 
not hearable. Is it possible that the 
economic drive to turn trees into two- 
by-fours is sabotaging our foresters' 
and scientists' best-laid plans? Forcing 
them to cut too many roads and too 
many trees? 


The prophetic word... will most often 
be heard as fantasy and falsehood , 
or as threat and treason. 

It is almost as risky to hear prophecy 
as to speak the words themselves. 


most often be heard as fantasy and 
falsehood, or as threat and treason. It 
is almost as risky to hear prophecy as to 
speak the words themselves. 

"Can you imagine how fright- 
ening it must have been to listen to 
Patrick Henry and Nathan Hale: 'Give 
me liberty or give me death,' and 'I 
only regret that I have but one life to 
give for my country.' These are pro- 
phetic words of justice, equality, and 
fairness, understandings which all of 
us now accept and espouse, but which 
were frightening and unsettling then, 
no matter which side you found your- 
self on. 

"Last week I showed up at a 
meeting with several community 
people. Before beginning our business 
we were all visiting, talking about this 
and that, and within about five min- 
utes I heard two or three puns describ- 
ing, with no complimentary intent, 
the activities of Earth First! in the Nez 
Perce Forest. Now I'm no deep sage 
when it comes to human behavior, but 
I know we often express our unsettled 
or threatened dispositions through 
jokes. It's easier to release frustration 
by laughing than by expressing under- 
the-surface tension. 

"'Time to look into this,' I said. 
Later that same day I read about 
Jeremiah as the 'laughingstock' of all 
Jerusalem. And about the frustration 
he felt with a message he could not 
suppress: '...like a burning fire shut up 
in my bones, I am weary with holding 
it in, and I cannot.' But 'nobody knows 
the trouble I see.' 

"I went to the Nez Perce Forest 
spokesperson; I learned of environ- 
mental impact studies; about a com- 
bined effort to treat the forest fairly 
and carefully; about how one half of 


"Earth First! and other envi- 
ronmental activists prophesize that it's 
not too late. With God's fidelity and 
our own, we can turn spears into prun- 
ing hooks and forests into sustaining 
temples of God's gracious residence." 

During a visit to his office a few 
days later, we were pleased to hear that, 
although some members of his con- 
gregation disapproved of the sermon, a 
larger number sympathized. Thus, the 
ripple effects of our actions in Idaho 
continue to spread. Through a com- 
mitted and organized presence again 
in 1993, and with community support 
like the above, true change IS possible. 



Jay Tatara 



Damon holds the saws at bay from his perch in the Cove-Mallard Roadless Area of 
central Idaho, Summer, 1 992. 


Lawsuit Filed to Stop All 
Logging in Nez Perce 
National Forest 

A lawsuit has been filed by a ten, wolverine and possibly wolves, 
coalition of sportsmen's and conser- The Forest Service plans to build 149 
vation groups to prevent the roading miles of new logging roads to clearcut 
and logging of the Mallard/Cove Creek 76 million board feet of lumber from 
areas in central Idaho. This summer, the Nez Perce National Forest. 
Mallard-Cove was the site of Wild The Idaho Sportmen's Coali- 

Rockies Earth Firsti's Roadless Area tion issued a press release in which 
Rescue Expedition basecamp, protests their executive director in Boisie, Ron 
and lockdowns (see Earth First! Mabon, Mitchell, praised the Earth First! actions 
'92). this summer. "They have no other 

The Idaho Sportsmen's Coali- recourse to stop illegal actions by a 
tion along with the Alliance for the government agency that is blatantly 
Wild Rockies, the Ecology Center, and arrogantly violating major 
Idaho's Golden Eagle Audubon Chap- laws... The real outlaws are the Forest 
ter, the Forest Conservation Council, Service." 

Foundation for North American Wild The Earth First! basecamp has 

Sheep and the Oregon Natural Re- been abandoned for the winter, al- 
sources Council filed the Notice of In- though plans are already being made 
tent to Sue on August 27. There is a for next spring and summer and we are 
mandatory sixty-day waiting period hoping the increased local support (see 
between the filing of intent to sue and accompanying article) will help make 
the actual start of the lawsuit which it a more successful effort, 
will seek to halt all sell-off on the Nez — Source: Idaho Sportsman’s 
Perce National Forest, not just the Coalition 
Mallard-Cove area. 

The lawsuit will most likely 
hinge on the Forest Service's blatant 
disregard for the Endangered Species 
Act. The area to be logged is habitat for 
Chinook salmon, bull trout, pine mar- 
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People Other Than Malthus 

By Bill McCormick 


There have been a number of "In fact, the more time I spent in 
articles recently in publications like Ladakh, the more I came to realize the 
Earth First!, The Progressive, and The importance of scale... the scale of life is 
Ecologist that have examined the issue such that people can directly experience 
of overpopulation. So the thought their mutual interdependence.... 
occurred to me to write an article using "This stability has in turn, I 

entirely non-traditiona! sources on believe, contributed to the environ- 
population limitation. mental balance and social harmony. 

It is becoming increasingly clear That population control is an important 
to me that the old Malthusian, Garrett factor in maintaining a balance with 
Hardin, "let 'em drop like flies" line is the environment is clear... it seems that 
becoming so discredited and mean- social friction is likely to be reduced if 
ingless in population debates that the the number of people depending on a 
mere act of citing either one of them fixed quantity of resources remains the 
can be tantamount to tying an iron same from generation to generation, 
anvil around one's neck. Which is not Under those circumstances, the need 
to say that Hardin or even Malthus did for scrambling and fighting to survive 
not have some very relevant things to is clearly minimized. . .. 
say, it's just mixed in with too much "Traditionally, people were 

excess baggage. conscious of the limits of resources and 

I think the most important and of their personal responsibilities. I 
relevant point I could make is how have heard older people say, 'What on 
clearly native and traditional peoples earth is going to happen if we start 
understand the importance of limiting dividing the land and increasing in 
their numbers in relation to their en- numbers? It can never work.' But the 
vironments. Many people may not new economy cuts people off from the 
knowthat American Indian Movement earth...A given area can only produce 
activist and scholar Ward Churchill so much, so you know that it is im- 
has written several times on carrying portant to keep the population stable." 
capacity in the pages of Z Magazine. Many people may also not be 

"Virtually every identifiable aware that the Reverend Martin Luther 
indigenous society has made it a cen- 
tral practice, continued over thousands 
of years, to hold down their populations 


"There is no human circum- Tresca, an Italian-American anarchist, 
stance more tragic than the persisting was sentenced to a year and a day for 
existence of a harmful condition for advertising a book called 'The Art of 
which a remedy is readily available. Not making Children'. ..Emma 
Family planning, to relate population Goldman was also jailed for giving out 
to world resources, is possible, practi- contraceptive information... Carl Rove, 
cal and necessary. Unlike plagues of an I.W.W. longshoreman, was jailed in 
the Dark Ages or contemporary dis- San Mateo, California for three months 
eases we do not yet understand, the for selling Sanger's 'Family 
modern plague of overpopulation is Limitation'.... Police and prison guards 
soluble by means we have discovered were often hostile and violent to the 
and with resources we possess. birth-control prisoners, especially the 

"What is lacking is not suffi- women." 
dent knowledge of the solution, but Ecofeminist Rosemary Radford 

universal consdousness of the gravity Ruether has also provided a very co- 
of the problem and education of the gent analysis of this question in her 
billions who are its victims." (Congres- essay Unraveling the Seamless Garment. 
sional Record — Senate, May 10, 1966, "The affirmation of life is not based on 
pp. 10164-65). a series of individual, isolated ads which 

There have been a number of can be extended as a 'moral good.' 
feminist radicals who have written on Rather, the affirmation of life belongs 
population limitation, though I guar- to systems of interlocking sodal and 
antee you won't see their words high- ecological relationships in which ex- 
lighted in the politically corred press, cess is as much a cause of mass slaugh- 
Here is well-known anarchist Emma ter and misery as dired killing. Birthing 
Goldman in her book, Living My Life, human life is based on the ability to 
"Still more impressed was I by sustain and nurture that life through a 
the fierce, blind struggle of the women lifetime. ..the sustaining of each life 
of the poor against frequent pregnan- demands a whole network of resources, 
des. Most of them lived in continued not only to exist, but to be made avail- 
dread of conception; the great mass of able to that person. These two realities, 

the person and the network of resources 
to sustain their life, have to come into 
some adequate fit together in order for 


below the level which they would be- 
gin to cause serious ecological 
disequalibrium within their respedive 
regions. In all of America north of the 
Rio Grande — a territory which might 
accommodate 40-45 million people — 
there were perhaps lu million indig- 
enous inhabitants at the onset of the 
European invasion. And these low 
numbers are not accounted for by the 
population in question living at the 
razor’s edge of subsistence. Indeed, 
they were cultures which had been 
perfected over a thousand 
generations. ..and had long pradiced 
forms of governance upon which the 
whole 'modern' Euroamerican con- 
ception of democracy was eventually 
predicated... 

"Population rather than pro- 
dudion is the issue adually before us. 
In fad, it seems to me that any serious 
discussion of global problem resolu- 
tion must begin with the observation 
that a 5.25 billion human population 
is itself outrageously unrealistic. The 
question then becomes not how we 
sustain such a ludiaous overburden of 
one spedes, but how we begin in in- 
culcate a broad consdousness leading 
to the steady scaling back of human 
numbers to some point well below 
50% of the present level (and keep it 
there).... 


/ ' ' 
















King Jr. had a statement entered in the the married women submitted help- 
Congressional Record on the impor- lessly, and when they found them- 
tance of addressing the overpopula- selves pregnant, their alarm and worry 


it to be said that more life approxi- 
mates a 'moral good.' 

"In today's world, that ecologi- 
cal and social fit between persons and 
resource is wildly out of balance. A 
minority of the world's population 
monopolize most of the world's re- 
sources, while the majority live in mis- 
ery or starve outright. The military 
systems of the powerful exist basically 
to keep this unjust monopoly over the 
world's resources in its present state. . . . 

"But it is doubtful that global 
population can be allowed to increase 
beyond the present level if there is any 
hope of feeding the world's popula- 
tion, even if resources were more justly 
distributed. Just to name one reality: 
not only is the world's arable land for 
food not being expanded, but it is 
rapidly shrinking through erosion and 
through confiscation for roads and 
housing. But, in today's actual situa- 
tion (which shows no signs of being 
easily changed), where the world's re- 
sources arenot justly distributed, people 
have to decide concretely what num- 
ber of lives they can really sustain in 
this or that particular situation. To 
decide not to have more children, in a 
context where one feels one's resources 
to sustain present life already strained, 
is as much a decision for life as is the 
affirmation of the lives that actually 


"I argue that we must de-em- tion problem directly, and not second, 
phasize the relation of humanity in third, or fourth hand: 
order to gain an appropriate insight "During the past several weeks 

into the interaction of society with the press has been filled with reports of 
everything else. We must seek to sightings of flying saucers. While we 
achieve a profound reinterpretation of need not give credence to these stories, 
ourselves and our role as human beings they allow our imagination to specu- 
if we are to move forward rather than late on how visitors from outer space 
repeating the same sequence of errors would judge us. I am afraid they would 
until oblivion sets in." (ZETA July/ be stupefied at our conduct. They 
August 1989, p 154) would observe that for death planning 

I recently came across an ex- we spend billions to create engines of 
tremely important book that should be war. They would also observe that we 
required reading for all of the "Over- spend millions to prevent death by 
population is a Myth" school. Helena disease and other causes. Finally they 
Norberg-Hodge's Ancient Futures is would observe that we spend paltry 
about her experience with the Tibetan sums for population planning, even 
people of Ladakh in northern India, though its spontaneous growth is an 
She chronicles the agonizingly famil- urgent threat to life on our planet. Our 
iar 'coca-colonization' that has taken visitors from outer space could be for- 
place there between 1975 and the given if they reported home that our 
present. But what I found most note- planet is inhabited by a race of insane 
worthy about her book is the very clear men whose future is bleak and uncer- 
emphasis on population control: tain. 


would result in the determination to exist.... 

get rid of their expected offspring.... "What this means is that we 

Having a large brood of children, often are finite beings . . . .One does not affirm 
more than the weekly wage of the life by insisting on infinite expansion 
father could provide for, each addi- of births of people condemned to mis- 
tional child was a curse, 'a curse of God' erably truncated existence's because 
as orthodox Jewish women and Irish there is not adequate balance between 
Catholics repeatedly told me." the numbers of people and the nexus 

One of the most amazing finds of resources which can sustain some- 
I made while researching this question thing approximating a whole or fulfill- 
is what I call the suppressed history of ing life. Such refusal to see the connec- 
left anti-natalism. In Woman's Body, tion between these two things is as 
Woman 'sRight, Linda Gordon provides myopically anti-life as those who plan 
a fascinating account of how active the to nuke the world in order to save it for 
International Workers of the World democracy." (Probe, Jan/Feb 1985) 
(Wobblies) and other radical, turn-of- I also have quotations on tap 

the-century groups were in trying to from Shirley Chisholm, Alice Walker, 
get birth control information to the Chief Oren Lyons, PranayGupte, David 
people, despite constant harassment Suzuki and many other non-white 
by the authorities. males, but I think perhaps the point 

"Many activists were arrested has been made, 
and jailed for their birth-control activi- 
ties— at least twenty besides (Margaret) 

Sanger on federal charges alone. Carlo 
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A (Cyanide) River Runs Through It 

Heap Leach Gold Mine Planned for the Headwaters of the Blackfoot River 


By Allison Slater 

The trees have already been cut. The hill- 
sides are scarred with miles of roads and collapsing 
embankments. The river and streams are choked 
with sediment and poisoned with old mine tailings. 
Typical landscape left by a traditional resource ex- 
traction economy past its peak. But the mountains 
and drainages at the headwaters of the Blackfoot 
River are about to become part of the latest craze in 
land destruction: cyanide heap leach gold mining. 

Phelps Dodge and Canyon Resources, both 
multi-national mining companies, have plans to 
apply for a permit for an open pit strip mine and 
cyanide leach pads just outside the town of Lincoln, 
Montana. They have been peppering the hills with 
test drill holes for the past six years, and last summer, 
they struck gold. Seven million ounces of it are 
scattered in among 185 million tons of rock, and 
they plan on turning a 5600 foot peak into a 250 foot 
deep, ten thousand square foot pit to get at the gold. 

The mine itself won't become a reality for 
another several years, but exploration was recently 
stepped up from routine exploration. 614 new test 
holes (in addition to the 130-plus already there), 30 
miles of new road and a metalurgical testing facility, 
which is a small scale cyanide leach system, were 
approved by the Montana Department of State Lands 
as having no significant impact. 

The project spreads out oyer 10,000 acres of 
state owned and private land, with some additional 
exploration across the river in the Helena National 
Forest. The private land, interestingly enough, is 
owned by the family of Senator Max Baucus (D-MT), 
champion of the wilderness destruction bill (see 
story, page 1). The Baucus family stands to earn a 



nice bit of pocket change from the creation of this 
mine, as they will be receiving a surface entry fee and 
5% royalty. 

But the windfall for Max's loved ones and the 
rest of the gold-hungry crew will be the death knoll 
for the already suffering Blackfoot River and sur- 
rounding habitats. Naturally, the state dedicated the 
"wildlife" section of their environmental assessment 
to elk and trout, the only species they recognize as 
wildlife, but even these favorite critters are in serious 
trouble. Brook trout and cutthroat trout have de- 
clined by more than 70 per cent in the past 15 years. 
Only one finger-sized bull trout, which once flour- 
ished in the Blackfoot River, was found in one of the 
tributaries during their fisheries study. Core elk 
winter range, already thrashed by intensive logging 
and easy access hunting, will be dug up or buried 
under waste rock, along with the homes of other 
critters such as moose, rough grouse, blue grouse, 
mountain lion, black bear, golden eagles, bald eagles, 
and a variety of songbirds, waterfowl and raptors. 
One of the mitigations suggested by the state is that 
if bald eagle nests are found in the drilling area, they 
will supposedly stop work, but the mere presence of 
adults not in the process of laying or hatching eggs 
will be ignored. 


MOD6RNE MAN 


Grizzly bear have been sighted in the project 
area, the most recent only this past spring. This puts 
the state-owned tracts in a "special management" 
area for grizzly bear. Bad news for the bear. The 
Montana Department of State Lands response to the 
griz near Lincoln is, "Mangement policy is to dis- 
courage presence of grizzly bears and factors con- 
tributing to their presence. Management decisions 
will not consider maintaining or improving grizzly 
bear habitat." Therefore, an open pit cyanide heap 
leach mine is fully in accordance with their special 
griz policy. 

Cyanide heap leach 
mining is a process of ex- 
tracting minute traces of 
gold from huge amounts of 
rock. The McDonald de- 
posit above the Blackfoot 
contains 0.028 ounces of 
gold for every ton of other 
minerals. That's over 53 
tons of rock dug up and 
doused with cyanide for a 
single, one and a half ounce 
wedding ring. 

The mountain con- 
taining the gold is gouged 
out and crushed into small 
chunks. This bulk ore is 
spread out over plastic-lined 
leach pads and sprayed with 
a sodium cyanide solution. 

Sodium cyanide binds to 
gold molecules. The cya- 
nide-gold solution runs off 
into a "pregnant pond" 
which is further treated to 
cause the gold to precipi- 
tate out. They are then left 
with both rock and liquid 
contaminated with cyanide. 

These are treated with fer- 
rous sulphate and hydro- 
gen peroxide, which turns it into thiocyanate or 
other cyanide derivatives which the mining industry 
and their cohorts in the state government assure us 
are harmless. The detoxified rock will be used to 
rebuild the hillsides and the treated water will be 
spread out over the land to percolate down into the 
groundwater. Since no system can "reasonably" be 
expected to be perfect, Montana water quality stan- 
dards allow 0.2 mg of cyanide per liter of water to 
leach into the aquifer. 

The process of cyanide heap leach mining 
was developed in Arizona and New Mexico, areas 
with significantly less rainfall than western Mon- 
tana. One of the major concerns with potential 
contamination of surrounding water sources is rain 
and snow which falls into the leaching areas and 
then runs out into surface water or seeps into 
groundwater outside the lined leach pad. Even in the 
arid southwest, all the mines eventually have some 
leak or spill. 

A Phelps Dodge cyanide heap leach copper 


San Juans of Colorado had the first of its spills less 
than six months after it came on line. Since then, 
there have been multiple failures of their cyanide 
containment systems, the worst of which killed all 
aquatic life along 1 7 miles of Alamosa River in 1990. 
Heavy spring runoffs in the mountains overflow 
their containment ponds or cut through clay leach 
pad liners. 

All four of the cyanide leach mines in central 
Montana, also a dry area, have leaked. The Kendall 
gold mine in the Mocassin Mountains of Montana 
had a major cyanide spill in 1984. Canyon Re- 
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sources, which owns the Kendall mine, had to be 
forced by local pressure to put in containment sys- 
tems able to withstand "100-year floods." The area 
has had 100 year flood levels of precipitation every 
year since. Local people are now trying to get the 
mine to upgrade the ponds further. 

Similar problems can be expected at the 
Seven-Up Pete mine which is just west of the conti- 
nental divide. The high peaks catch most of what's 
left of precipitation moving east from the coast. 
Heavy rain or snow storms could cause overflow of 
the settling ponds and will cause erosion on the steep 
slopes they will be mining. 

The Blackfoot River is the one glamorized in 
Robert Redford's new film "A River Runs Through 
It." The film had to be shot at another location 
because the Blackfoot is already so polluted. Educate 
movie-goers about the reality of the river. If you 
want flyers about the mine, write to me at the Journal 
POB 5176 and I'll make some up for you. 
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The Bastards Still Want to Damn the Tat 

By Michael Howell 


The Tatshenshini River at Dalton Post, Yukon 
Territory, is a swift, cold, milky river slipping by at 
3000 cubic feet per second (cfs). An hour down- 
stream, the river constricts to a narrow, boulder- 
strewn channel — where two people in the expedition 
following mine nearly became grizzly food — then 
broadens and meanders through a pristine wilder- 
ness valley. Wolves, grizzlies, Dali sheep, mountain 
goats, moose, eagles, and a rare subspecies of black 
bear known as the "glacier bear" for its distinctive 
silver-blue pelage, all thrive in this area. The Tat 
watershed is also the sole passage for migratory 
wildlife through North America's highest coastal 
mountain range. 

The Tat flows at almost 20,000 cfs by the time 
it merges with the 120,000 cfs of the mighty Alsek 
River, producing a flow about six times the volume 
of the Colorado River. Between Dalton Post and its 
outlet at Dry Bay, the river cuts between peaks almost 
three miles high and through the world's largest 
non-polar icefield where glaciers calve at the river's 
edge. 

Unscarred by roads, logging, mining, or set- 
tlers, the Tatshenshini region is 2.3 million acres of 
grand scale wilderness, and the Tat watershed com- 
prises the unprotected core of what could be the 
largest international park in the world. The area's 
global significance is indisputable: Kluane National 
Park in the Yukon is a World Heritage Site, and the 
IUCN has also indicated that the BC portion of the 
Tat also qualifies for this status. In addition to 
Kluane Park, the area is adjacent to Wrangell-St. Elias 
and Glacier Bay National Parks on the United States 
side of the border. According to Jake Messelink, 
Assistant Deputy Minister of BC Parks, "Expert as- 
sessment has placed this river in the top echelon of 
wilderness rivers when judged at an international 
scale of reference." 

The BC section of the Tatshenshini heartland, 
however, remains vulnerable since it is home to 
treasures of another kind. Windy Craggy Mountain, 
which straddles the high ground above the confluence 
of the Tat and the Alsek, could become the largest 
open pit copper mine in Canada if Geddes Resources 
of Toronto gets its way. Geddes proposes to remove 
the summit glacier and rip off the upper 2000 feet of 
the mountain to get at the copper deposits under- 
neath. 

The impacts of the mine would be severe: 
•Acid Mine Drainage (AMD): Sulfuric acid as strong 
as battery acid will be produced if rocks containing 
sulfide minerals are exposed to air and water. The 
presence of sulfuric acid would leach out toxic heavy 
metals from the rock of the water table, resulting in 
an acid bath that could wipe out the Tatshenshini- 
Alsek's salmon runs and grizzly populations. AMD 
also persists long after mining operations have ceased, 
and continues to be a problem at many mines that 
have been inactive for centuries. 

Geddes has proposed to mitigate AMD by 
immersing the several hundred tons of sulfide- bearing 
rock overburden under the waters of dams on Tats' 
Creek. This seems a simple solution, except that the 
proposed dam sites are in the most geologically 
active area of North America (Recall Mt. Spur and 
Redoubt in the last couple of years, or the Great 
Quake of 1964 that measured 8.4 on the Richter 
scale). It would be a Russian roulette game with time 
until the dams would be breached and AMD would 
destroy the pristine waters below. 

•Mining Camp: The "camp" would actually be a 
small city of 600 people and would last up to 20 years. 
•Roads: The proposed mine road would parallel the 
Tatshenshini for 30 miles and cross it with a major 
bridge at a set of rapids known to expedition rafters 
as Monkeywrench Rapid. Whither roads go, so go 
development activities and poaching, therefore 
diligent river runners have continued systematic 
desurveying activities. Today, no road alignment 
survey evidence remains on the ground. The road 
stoolies want to slam the road through during crucial 
bear pre-denning feeding activity; all the construc- 
tion crews, heavy machinery, and their ilk would be 
extremely disruptive to calorie-hunger bears. Not 
only would gravel be dredged from the Tatshenshini, 
but the sediment resultant from roadbuilding would 
foul the river for many spawning runs in the future. 
The Haines Highway is also slated for widening to 
accomodate huge trucks. 

•Pipeline: Slurry concentrate and fuel oil would be 
shipped through pipelines made of high-density 
polyethylene plastic. Rupture of either line could 
result in massive line could result in massive spills, 


poisoning fish and wildlife. These pipelines could 
not be allowed to freeze or solidify, so they could not 
be shut off if ruptured since the slurry would freeze. 
This means major volumes of toxic ore could spew 
directly into the rivers with catastrophic impacts. 
The pipe crosses over 200 salmon bearing streams 
and would pose a major hazard to the health of bald 
eagles at the Chilkat Eagle Preserve and spawning 


salmon upon which they feed. 

•Terminal at Haines, Alaska: The pipeline would 
terminate at huge tanks where the slurry would be 
dewatered, dumping 360,000 gallons of toxic efflu- 
ent a day into Lynn Canal, home to a $4 1 million/ 
year fishery which supports Haines, Alaska, 
•Wildlife: The road would cut through open alpine, 
prime grizzly habitat and the only Dali sheep winter 
range in BC. With giant ore trucks making 74 trips 
daily, animal deaths would be certain. Poaching of 
currently undisturbed wildlife would occur. 

•Adventure Tourism: Due to its wilderness and 
spectacular scenery, the Tatshenshini is known as 
one of the world's premier commercial rafting rivers. 
If the road were built, the river's present reputation 
would be lost, seriously hurting adventure tourism 
operators. 

Since the Geddes deposit is so remote there is 
much doubt whether it is economic to mine. The 
road could be built into the Tatshenshini wilderness 
only to have financing for the mine fall through. 
They haven't completed feasibility studies, nor do 
they have any copper contracts. 

Geddes seems to have a mercenary vision for 
this wilderness. As Gerald Harper, President of 
Geddes Resources puts it, "We can't enjoy this planet 
unless we have the cash to do it with." As far as he 
is concerned, "The Tatshenshini isn't pristine wil- 
derness, it's barren ground." In response to interna- 
tional support to protect the Tatshenshini, Geddes 
has demanded compensation to the tune of $1 
billion for the BC government, even though two- 
thirds of Geddes' exploration expenses have been 
covered through a taxpayer write-off. 

The litany of adverse environmental impacts 
from Windy Craggy are endless. However, in the 
process of obtaining the necessary permits from BC, 
Canadian and US governments, Geddes Resources is 
pressing the BC government for quick approval, and 
would like to have the mine on-line by 1994. Con- 
sequently, townsfolk of Haines and Yakutat, Alaska, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, National Park 
Service, along with 50 environmental groups in 
Canada and the United States representing over 5 
million people, have banded together to launch a 
many-pronged campaign to fight for preservation of 
the Tatshenshini-Alsek region and outright rejection 
of the Windy Craggy mine proposal. These efforts 
are coordinated in BC, Canada, and the US through 
the Tatshenshini International coalition based in 
Vancouver, BC. 

In April, 1992, The BC government put a 
formal review of the mine on hold indefinitely so the 
province can draft an area land use plan. That plan 
could designate the area as park land with no min- 
ing, ruling the area needs no special protection or 
offer a compromise. Although the land use planning 
process supersedes the Mine Development Review 
Process (MDRP), it is possible the plan will force 


Geddes to produce a new Stage 1 report which would 
address more issues than the present Stage 1 report. 
Furthermore, since Geddes issued the MDRP Stage 1 
report, the MDRP process has been replaced with the 
Mine Development Assessment Act (passed summer, 
1990). Once BC is finished, the Canadian government 
must also submit the Windy Craggy proposal to its 
Environmental Assessment Review Process. 


Existing US-Canadian treaties and legisla- 
tion may block the mine proposal since Geddes must 
secure US approval before proceeding with the mine: 

•An international Joint Commission may be con- 
vened through the 1909 Boundary Waters Treaty to 
assess the potential for damage to transboundary 
waters. Article IV of the treaty provides that such 
waters "shall not be polluted on either side to the 
injury of health or property on the other;” Article IX 
suggests jurisdiction for wilderness, wildlife and 
recreational values. 

•The 1986 Pacific Salmon Treaty identifies Alsek 
River Chinook and early-run sockeye stocks as de- 
pressed and requiring special protection. The treaty 
requires actions to conserve and rebuild salmon 
stocks. 

•The Migratory Bird Treaty would come into effect 
bdtause the toxic mine tailings will result in "takings." 

In addition to the international governmental 
treaty obligations, a thorough Environmental Impact 
Statement is required in the US so that the effects of 
the Geddes proposal are completely known. This is 
expected to address the mine's impact upon Glacier 
Bay National Park, and the local fishing economy. 
The US must also issue several permits including 
right-of-way for the pipeline, approval for interna- 
tional hazardous material disposal, section 404 per- 
mit for the port facility in Haines, AK, and CWA 
section 402 permit for discharge of pollutants. 

Two resolutions introduced this year may 
work in our favor to preserve the Tatshenshini, 
although all legislative solutions usually involve 
some compromise. House Joint Resolution 460, 
introduced by Congressman Wayne Owens (D-UT) 
with more than 20 co-sponsors and companion 
measure SJR 290 introduced by Senator A1 Gore (D- 
TN) directed the Secretaries of Interior and State to 
negotiate with the BC and Canadian governments 
for preservation of the area as a National Park or 
Reserve. It directed the Secretary of Interior to enter 
into negotiations with Canada to protect the entire 
Tatshenshini-Alsek watershed and its fisheries, 
wildlife, water quality, recreational areas, and wil- 
derness values. The Secretary of State would seek an 
agreement with the Canadian Government for the 
International Joint Commission to study the potential 
adverse environmental and social impacts of the 
proposed mining activity. Furthermore, no permits 
would be issued for the mine until the completion of 
the commission study. Finally, the Secretary of 
Interior would seek the cooperation of the Canadian 
Government to obtain World Heritage Site Status 
and protection for the entire Alsek and Tatshenshini 
River Watershed. Unfortunately, no resolution came 
out of the recently-completed session in Congress. 
The Tatshenshini International coalition has devel- 
oped an extensive list of resources and materials. If 
you are interested in T-shirts, books, videotapes, or 

continued on the next pagt 



The powerful Alsek River — here running at more than 100,000 cfs — flows through peaks and 
glaciers on the way to Dry Bay. 
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Bio Bio Decision Due Soon 


Dams-be-gone? 

By Howler 

The Elwha River is likely to be the first major 
American river that has the honor of having two 
dams removed from its watershed, although the 
timeline for dam removal may condemn to extinc- 
tion several species that are already on the brink. The 
Elwha River descends from the heart of Olympic 
National Park through rainforest and rock canyons 
to the Strait of Juan de Fuca at the entrance to Puget 
Sound. From its headwaters to the town of Port 
Angeles on the strait, the Elwha is only 45 miles long. 
The river historically supported runs of wild 
anadramous fish including all five species of Pacific 
salmon and three species of trout. 

Elwha Dam, built illegally in 1914 only five 
miles from the river's mouth, blocked migratory fish 
from 40 of the river's 45 miles. Fourteen years later, 
the Glines Canyon Dam was built seven miles up- 
stream. The Glines Canyon Dam was then included 
in the newly created Olympic National Park in 1938. 
Both dams have effectively functioned to critically 
deplete spawning gravel downstream. 

The license to operate Glines Canyon Dam, 
which expired in 1976, has been renewed annually 
by FERC. Relicensing has been delayed until the 
decision of whether to purchase and remove the 
dams is resolved. James River Corporation, the 
current owner, may be liable for costs to restore the 
watershed since the company has an unlicensed 
obstruction on a navigable river. Proposed mitiga- 
tion measures such as trap and haul by James River 
have been shot down by the fish agencies as not 
going far enough. The fish agencies have conlcuded 
the key to successful restoration of the ecosystem is 
removal of the dams. 

The legislative approach has resulted in 
S.2527 and HR.4844, called the Elwha River Ecosys- 
tem and Fisheries Restoration Act, which, as of Octo- 
ber 16, 1992, is awaiting the current president's 
signature. By the time this bill authorized the Sec- 
retary of Interior to prepare a report, purchase for $29 
million and remove (up to an additional $ 70 million) 
the Elwha and Glines Canyon dams from the Elwha 
River, species dependent on the river could be extinct. 
This legal procedure is filled with fatal flaws that 
could delay the removal of the dams. Lujan could 
either drag his feet or recommend against the dam 
purchase. Rep. John Dingell, who oversees the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission operations, 
could continue to oppose the bill. If Daishowa Pulp 
Mill in Port Angeles balks, a new deal would need to 
be negotiated. If guarantees of local water rights for 
downstream users would be jeapordized by remov- 
ing the dams, the deal could be off. 

The neverending legislative process will re- 
peat itself if the intent of this bill is not fulfilled; kind 
of like dinosaurs waiting out the ice age. Yet, the 
illegal dams still stand, with fewer and fewer fish 
each year. George Hayduke would know what to do. 


Tatshenshini 

continued from the previous page 

campaign services in your area, please contact 
Tatshenshini International at the address below. 

The River Defense Task Force is committed 
to preserving this magnificent area as wilderness. In 
order to do so, we will be coordinating several pro- 
grams with Tatshenshini International, including 
on-the-river research of wildlife and water quality, 
but we must raise research funds and assemble a team 
of biological experts. If you can help, please send 
donations or a description of your expertise to the 
River Defense Task Force at the address below. 
What You Can Do: Take ten minutes to help protect 
the Tatshenshini from the proposed mine. Obviously, 
the 102nd Congress has already ended, and both 
Gore and Owens are running for different offices 
(Gore for Vice-president, Owens for the Senate), so 
wait until after the election results are in, then write 
somebody who won and tell them to re-introduce or 
co-sponsor a version of Owens' HJR 460 or Gore's SJR 
290. Also, direct opposition to the following: 
Premier Mike Harcourt, Legislative Buildings, Victoria, 
BC Canada V8V 1X4; Prime Minister Brian Mulroney, 
House of Commons, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1A 
0A6; President Clinton or Bush or whomever,, White 
House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave, Washington DC; 
Please copy your letter to, or contact for more in- 
formation: River Defense Task Force, POB 60164, 
Seattle, WA, USA 98160. Contact for Resources or 
Materials: Tatshenshini Wild, 843-810 West 
Broadway, Vancouver, BC Canada V5Z 4C9 


The fate of the mighty Bio Bio River in Chile, 
one of great wild rivers of the world, may be decided 
in the next few months. 

The International Finance Corporation (IFC), 
the arm of the World Bank that makes loans to 

-A 

private borrowers, will probably decide in December 
whether to help fund the proposed Pangue Dam on 
the Bio Bio. Pangue is only the first of a series of 
proposed dams that would wipe out the whole 
stretches of the Bio Bio. 

A team from IFC visited Chile in early August 
to conduct a final appraisal mission before it hands 
a recommendation to the Bank's board of directors, 
which decides all loan applications. The team met 
with Chilean government officials, ENDESA em- 
ployees, members of an activist organization, Grupo 
de Acion por el Bio Bio (GABB) and representatives 
from the local Pehuenche Indians, whose lifestyle 
would be drastically affected by the dam. 

"I think we have a reasonable sense of the 
issues on both sides," said IFC information officer 
Mark Constantine. 

Meanwhile, ENDESA, the Chilean utility that 
would build the dams, announced that construction 
on Pangue will not begin until 1994. The company 
had previously stated it would begin diverting water 
at the site next year. 

Though the Chilean government supports 
the dam, recent events there have placed additional 
obstacles in the path of the dam builders. Three 
lawsuits have been filed, asking for an injunction 
against the dam's construction. One suit points to 
the area's high amount of volcanic activity. A re- 
cent eruption of the nearby Copahue Volcano con- 
firmed GABB's concern about volcanic activity near 
the dam site. 

In conversations with the Center for Studies 
of the Upper Bio Bio at the University of Concepcion, 
regarded as the scientific experts on the area, the 
IFC's appraisal team was told that a proper environ- 
mental assessment of the project should include an 
analysis of the cumulative impacts of all six proposed 
dams. The World Bank's own guidelines recommend 
a study of cumulative impacts when a series of 
projects is planned. So far, however, the IFC has 
balked at requiring such a study, contending that it 
is an autonomous arm of the World Bank and is not 
bound by its policies. 

The International Rivers Network, a group 
that opposes construction of large, destructive dams, 
recently charged that a cumulative study is impera- 
tive because the proposed Pangue Dam's reservoir 
will only give it storage capacity to generate power at 
75 percent of the rate ENDESA has claimed. The 
group contends that a second, upstream dam will be 
needed to make the project profitable. But the IFC 
has not accepted that analysis, and contends the 


Pangue project can stand economically on its own. 

Environmentalists are arguing that, in any 
case, a US law known as the Pelosi amendment 
prohibits the Bank's US representative from voting 
to approve the loan until at least 120 days after 
environmental assessment of the proposed proj ect is 
delivered to the Bank's board of directors. An envi- 
ronmental assessment was done by ENDESA early 
this year, but it did not contain an analysis of 
alternatives to the project, as required by World Bank 
guidelines and by the Pelosi amendment. 

What you can do: 

Write your US Representative and your two 
US Senators urging them to take action to save the 
Bio-Bio River in Chile from damming. Ask them to 
contact the U S Treasury Department and the Inter- 
national Finance Corporation to urge funding for 
alternative ways of producing electricity in Chile, 
ways that will preserve the Bio-Bio for the native 
people that live along it and for the endemic plant 
and animal species. Addresses: US House of Reps., 
Washington, DC 205 15; US Senate, Washington, DC 
20510 

Source:National Organization of River Sports 

Banks Want to Dam 
Costa Rican Rivers 

ProRios, a river conservation organization in 
Costa Rica, has asked the Inter-American Develop- 
ment Bank to promote and help fund energy effi- 
ciency projects there before loaning money toward 
the construction of proposed dams on the Rio Pacuare 
and Rio Reventazon. 

TheCosta Rican Electric Institute (ICE) wants 
to build four dams, two on the Pacuare and two on 
the Reventazon. Flooding caused by the dams would 
wipe out virgin rainforests and cut roads into the 
forest along the Pacuare. The concern is that this 
access will stimulate illegal logging and clearing for 
agriculture. ProRios asserts that the ICE has made no 
provisions to anticipate those problems, and has 
done little to investigate less destructive means of 
generating energy. 

What you can do: Write the US representative of the 
Inter-American Development Bank and ask him to 
vote against ICE's loan application unless a cumu- 
lative environmental study is conducted for all four 
dams and serious consideration is given to energy 
alternatives in Costa Rica. Write to: Mr. Larry 
Mellinger, Inter- American Development Bank, 1300 
New York Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20577 
Source: Currents 
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Attempted Wilderness Sellout Fails... 


continued from page 1 

Another Montana Wilderness Bill died 
somewhere on Capitol Hill this fall. Senate Bill 1696, 
the Montana National Forest Management Act, in- 
troduced by Baucus and Montana Republican Conrad 
Burns, would have provided for the protection of 
1.19 million acres of Wilderness and the formation 
of over 200,000 acres of wilderness study areas and 
most importantly, the release of over four million 
acres of roadless wild lands for development and 
resource extraction. Baucus and Bums persuaded 
the Senate to pass S. 1696, over the objections of A1 
Gore, Pat Leahy, and Paul Wellstone, among others, 
who considered the bill weak. 

In the House, after some wrangling between 
Bruce Vento (D-MN), George Miller (D-CA), and Pat 
Williams (D-MT), the Interior Committee weighed 
in with a compromise of its own that called for 1.45 
million acres of big " W" wilderness, providing twice 
as much land in wilderness study and improving the 
release language of the "Burns-Baucus" package. In 
full House debate over the bill, Rep. Peter Kostmayer 
of Pennsylvania (who had previously introduced an 
ecosystem protection act — see below), offered a four 
million acre amendment to broaden wilderness 
protection. Kostmayer’s amendment was rejected in 
favor of the Interior Committee's version. Ron 
"Spike an Earth First !er" Marlenee (R-MT) also of- 
fered the original Baucus-Burns version as an option, 
but the full House chose the Interior version over the 
Baucus-Burns version as well. 

What was truly alarming about this debate 
were the actions of the large state and national 
environmental groups. These groups were willing to 
sacrifice four million acres as an ante to assist the re- 
election of Pat Williams, a moderate Democratic 
Representative from Montana. Williams is running 
a close race for Montana's sole seat in the House 
against Republican Marlenee. The national main- 
stream groups are understandably concerned about 
the possibility of an environmental cretin like 
Marlenee beating Williams; many of them also felt 
that Williams needed to get a Wilderness bill passed 
to get elected. The critical question here is what was 
more important to them, protection of wildlands or 
the election of Williams. 

Worst of all is the methodical plodding of 
the US Forest Service (USFS), which regardless of land 
use legislation maintains its nearly insatiable drive to 
road and develop the lands it manages, including 
roadless areas. Without passage of a Montana Wil- 
derness bill. "It will be more difficult to get the public 
to accept logging in roadless areas...," according to 
Regional Forester Dave Jolly, but "we did agree in our 
forest plans to enter some of these roadless areas." 

Ultimately, though, what killed S. 1696, or 
any version thereof, was not the vehement protests 
of grassroots groups here in Montana, or the political 
wrangling of the national groups who tried to buy an 
election with four million acres of pristine wildlands, 
but the asinine whims of five Western senators. 
Afraid that passage of even a weak wilderness bill 
threatened their own wise-use agenda, they decided 
to step-in and demonstrate their version of political 
reality. They stopped the 
bill cold when it came 
up for unanimous con- 
sent. 


compromise. Hence, when Baucus did eventually 
manage to get the latest compromise in front of the 
Senate, Alan "Boney-Ass" (He called himself that, I 
did not make it up) Simpson (R-WY), speaking for 
five unnamed western Senators, killed the bill. 

The Montana Wilderness bill determines the 
fate of the remaining six million acres of presently, 
but tenuously, unroaded wilderness. It includes 
areas of low elevation, biologically diverse national 
forests and the traditional high altitude ramparts 
historically included in the preservation system. 
Quibbling over 0.11 million acres either way seems 
paltry and essentially moot in comparison to the 
travesty of the bills themselves. 

Responsible land use legislation is out there. 
The Northern Rockies Ecosystem Protection Act 
(NREPA: HR 5944) was introduced on September 9, 
1992, by Peter Kostmayer and co-sponsored by four 
other House members. It provides protection for 
areas still considered part of the timber base, an 
apparently radical idea just taking hold in Washing- 
ton. It provides protection for intact ecosystems and 
the plants and animals still found in the wilds of the 
northern Rockies. The bill also provides what many 
scientists believe is the only chance to save grizzly 
bears in the lower 48. It ignores political boundaries 
because ecosystems ignore political boundaries. And 
much to the consternation of groups like the Mon- 
tana Wilderness Association and the Sierra Club, it 
ignores political "reality" and established political 
agendas. NREPA creates its own political agenda, put 
forth by grassroots activists who care more for the 
land than they do for the artificial boundaries imposed 
by Washington bureaucrats and politicians alike. 

A collection of grassroots organizers, scien- 
tists, economists, lobbyists and a lot of just plain 
people have been yelling for years about compromis- 
ing what has already been compromised, cut-up, 
degraded and destroyed. The Alliance for the Wild 
Rockies (AWR), a regional alliance of grassroots ac- 
tivist groups, has organized protests, demonstra- 
tions, and town meetings in support of NREPA. 
NREPA shows us all that the political reality of land 
use legislation can and must change. AWR eventu- 
ally found a congressperson more interested in eco- 
systems than political posturing to introduce NREPA. 
AWR also took its concerns to the national envi- 
ronmental groups. Instead of working with AWR 
and the constituency it represents, however, the 
national groups actively tried to stifle AWR's efforts 
in favor of their own weak-kneed agendas. 

The Sierra Club, The Wilderness Society, 
National Audubon Society, Greater Yellowstone 
Coalition, Montana Wilderness Association, Mon- 
tana Wildlife Federation and the National Wildlife 
Federation mailed a letter dated September 27, 1992, 
to every member of the House urging them to pass 
the House Interior Committee's version of the 
Montana wilderness bill and "to oppose all amend- 
ments." 

The letter also promised that this Vento/ 
Williams bill would "...represent a major step for- 
ward toward protecting critical roadless areas in 


Sound land use legislation is not based 
on whoring around Washington , 
performing political favors. 


The House's 
Williams/Vento com- 
promise sought to both 
increase the acreage of 
protected and studied 
wilderness and also to 
change the dangerous 
release language in an 
effort to protect public 
and judiciary review. It 
fiddled with water rights language and was proclaimed 
a major overhaul of the Senate bill by the Sierra Club, 
The Wilderness Society, National Audubon Society, 
Greater Yellowstone Coalition and Montana Wil- 
derness Association. Pat Williams trumpeted his bill 
as the election year answer. 

The Interior version then jumped back to the 
Senate for approval or conferencing with only a few 
days left in the session. Baucus then tried a split-the- 
difference bill between the Baucus-Burns version 
and the House Interior version. But in doing so, he 
lost the support of Conrad Burns, who apparently 
had reached his upper limit with the Baucus-Burns 


Montana, vital low elevation wildlife habitat, and 
much of Montana's very significant ancient forests. " 
The letter was on the Hill at the same time as NREPA 
was being reformatted into an amendment to the 
House Interior bill for Kostmayer to offer in full 
House debate. Kostmayer's amendment called for 
the protection of more than four million acres of 
Wilderness and Wild and Scenic Rivers, plus the 
formation of an ecosystem study for the entire 
Northern Rockies bioregion. It also provided interim 
protection for those federal lands included in the 
study. Only two of the seven signers of the letter 
agreed to comment on their opposition to NREPA. 


John Gatchell of Montana Wilderness Asso- 
ciation emphatically stated that none of the "play- 
ers" knew of Kostmayer's amendments when they 
signed the letter, and that they do, in fact, support 
ecosystem study and more biologically-based land 
use decisions. For Gatchell, the House bill repre- 
sented progress in the fifteen-year-old wilderness 
debate. When he did become aware of Kostmayer's 
planned amendment, he felt his organization could 
not, at that time, support something so sweeping. 
"NREPA needs a lot of work," he stated, "and when 
the amendment did hit the floor, it was voted down. " 

Bart Koehler of the Greater Yellowstone Coa- 
lition (GYC) said much the same thing. "No one in 
Washington knew Kostmayer had an amendment 
and when they did find out, they just could not go 
along with it." Koehler considered the Kostmayer 
amendment "fatally flawed, " and thought that it was 



"The mighty forces of the Earth, now/... Will 
resist the beast this time/ And your children will 
stcnjfl strong, now/ Keep together and hold the 
line . * Bart Koehler, alias Johnny Sagebrush, from 
his song, " Will Our Mother be Unbroken?" 


"replete with problems and did not protect enough 
of Montana." Basically, Koehler believed that the 
purpose of the Kostmayer amendment was to kill 
passage of any bill, while he desperately sought 
resolution. 

The mainstream groups did more than sim- 
ply not go along with Kostmayer's amendment. 
They sent another letter, signed by the same groups 
less the Montana Wildlife Federation and National 
Wildlife Federation, to the House leadership and 
stated again their support of only the Williams/ 
Vento bill. "While we strongly support the goals of 
protecting additional wilderness and wild rivers in 
the Northern Rockies ecosystem,., we cannot sup- 
port adopting the amendment at this time." They 
could not support the bill because the timing was 
wrong, and because passage of no legislation "leaves 
vulnerable wildlands without protection for an 
indefinite time." 

Koehler made the same point. He stated 
emphatically and repeatedly that Kostmayer's 
amendment was "way too much; too late," and 
seriously flawed because it did not cover "flagship 
areas" of vital concern that were covered in the 
Interior version of the bill. He said he was neither 
jumping on the bandwagon nor doing cartwheels 
over either bill. Bart claimed AWR folks "sit in 
Missoula and believe two fundamental myths: one, 
that killing this bill somehow protects the six million 
acres of de facto wilderness, and two, that if the 
House bill did pass, there would be no more wilder- 
ness additions." Accordingly, he felt AWR was mis- 
takenly leading others to believe that passage of the 
House bill spelled doom for real wilderness, big 'W' 
or otherwise. 

Many Earth Firstlers will remember Koehler 
as "Johnny Sagebrush," erstwhile crony of Mike 
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Roselle, Howie Wolke, and Dave Foreman in those 
heady days of yore. Koehler came to the GYC from 
the Southeast Alaska Conservation Council last yean 
after he led lobbying efforts for the passage of the 
Tongass Timber Reform Act. The GYC hired Koehler 
to coordinate lobbying efforts for passage of Wilder- 
ness legislation in the region. A few rich foundations 
piled some grant money into the GYC's coffers and 
sent Bart to work. 

Not many people concerned with ecosystem 
protection are buying Koehler's line. What we get by 
the defeat of this bill is not the assurance of roadless 
protection, but the safeguard of full environmental 
review by the USFS before entering any roadless area, 
and yet another opportunity to make responsible 
land use legislation. Sure, we can add areas previ- 
ously overlooked to existing Wilderness areas (e.g. 
the Cowboy's Heaven addition to the Lee Metcalf 
Wilderness), but only if they have remained unroaded 
and generally larger than five thousand acres. 

Max Baucus is aware of this and has warned 
that, "Next year, the out-of-state groups are going to 
attempt to have even more control and more influ- 
ence over our state. We have to be very cognizant of 
these pressures and these changes. There has been a 
fundamental change in political dynamics." Baucus 
even went so far as threatening to shut out all 
environmental groups from future dialogue. Ac- 
cording to an internal Sierra Club memo he, "pulled 
out the big guns... threatening us with the Demo- 
cratic Campaign Com mittee, telling us he’d never be 
able to work closely with us again, and other juicy 
stuff." Passage of any bill would release lands to 
mandates of existing national forest plans. In most 
cases, these plans are already being implemented, 
but timber sales are stalled by the lengthy and costly 
EIS process that goes along with entering roadless 
areas. The compromise bills thrown around Con- 
gress, if passed, would have relegated Forest Service 
review to mere bureaucratic formality. 

The USFS will getthe logs and keep them 
rolling. Like a plodding leviathan, they continue to 
lumber around forests, carving them up into little 
chunks to be devoured and denuded. Left to the 
mandates of their dangerously flawed forest plans, 
the USFS will rush to carve up vulnerable roadless 
areas into parcels so small (less then 5000 acres) they 
are precluded from Wilderness consideration. Forest 
plans call for 17 percent of timber sales in Montana 
to come off roadless areas. Even parts of the main- 
stream groups' "vital low elevation wildlife habitat" 
and stands of our "very significant ancient forests," 
because they sure as hell are not going to get any 
marketable timber from the alpine areas. At least not 
with current marketability standards, anyway. 

For years most of us have been aware of the 
inability of the U SFS to get out of the timber industry's 
bed, but it now appears that the entrenched and 
disaffected national environmental groups have 
jumped into the same bed, creating a land use orgy 
of truly extreme proportions. The national environ- 



Marshal Moo Montana 


mental groups have lost touch with the best interests 
of the land. Instead of leading their membership 
through difficult but necessary issues with education 
and vision, they blindly follow the political agendas 
of friends in Congress and their most powerful do- 
nors. In an effort to appease the lowest common 
denominator in their constituency, they often make 
trade-offs and compromises that threaten the funda- 



mental integrity of our last unroaded wild lands. 
Ironically, when their memberships are made aware 
of an issue, they tend to side not with the bureau- 
cracy that supposedly speaks for them, but with the 
land and the critters most affected. Both the Bozeman 
chapter of Sierra Club and a Montana chapter of 
Audubon went against their national leadership and 
called for the squashing of any version of S. 1696. 
Not only do these groups welcome the death of the 
bill, but they actively promote NREPA legislation. 
Not because it is a political reality or is somehow 
politically viable, but because it is in the best interest 
of the land. 

Groups like the GYC and Sierra Club aban- 
don sound biology in favor of palatable political 
stances to assure continued funding. Slaves to the 
middle road, these groups and the money they 
represent must undergo a dramatic shift in perspec- 
tive. People who are shopping their way to a better 
tomorrow and doing it with cute little Audubon 
checks have to realize the true costs. The main- 
stream groups have the responsibility to show their 
members that sound environmental policy is not a 
fad. And it should not be determined by political 
viability or election year skulduggery. 

Getting Pat Williams re-elected at the cost of 
four million acres hardly seems worth it. And worse, 
these groups would have applauded passage of a 
wilderness bill and touted it as a hardfought success. 
Everyone seems to consistently overlook the fact 
that this is not simply a "Montana" wilderness bill. 
These lands are national forests and this issuesweeps 
over state boundaries as easily as a migrating goose. 

We have already compromised our wild 
lands. The fragments remaining barely allow a 
foothold for our most majestic and sensitive species. 
These areas can remain viable storehouses of eco- 
logical integrity, but only with formal protection 
that effectively removes the land from Forest Service 
management. The Forest Service has proven repeat- 
edly its dogged determination to manage roadless 
areas for the sole benefit of extractive resource 
industries. 

Sound land use legislation is not based on 
whoring around Washington, DC, performing po- 


litical favors. It is based on the biological needs of 
ecosystems themselves. The Northern Rockies eco- 
system needs fewer roads. It has been fragmented 
already, and now demands linkage zones that serve 
to connect the larger unroaded areas. Wilderness as 
a resource has been degraded enough. It is time we 
take what is ecologically correct and insist upon its 
political viability. NREPA goes a long way towards 
achieving that vision. We need diverse and healthy 
wild areas. They sustain us. 

Poised on the edge of a new century, we 
seem to be facing a few dear choices. We can do our 
best to conserve and restore the rich ecological 
treasures we still have, providing ourselves and all 
who come after with a sustainable and evolving 
future, or we can rush headlong into the 21st 
century, blind drunk on our own insane, con- 
sumptive greed and asleep, awash in apathy. We 
cannot heed the lame calls for moderation coming 
from Washington, we are way too tipsy already. 


Forestry Building 

We could tread into the next day 
unreleased breath bending our lungs like a 
ready baby 

we could halt at the tomb inscribed with 
bloody signs 

and flanked by human skulls but these 
cliches 

lay back their nerve like a belly-up pup 
seeking mercy 

in the face of the forestry chalkboard 
where crimes are scrawled in the open 
on a green field. 

In the building of forestry the young ones are 
learning an equation 

and it says the value of the living body is less 
than the wholesale price of its bones. 

Ritually enacting an old mistake, initiates 
use their equation to solve the problem of 
forest service — 

by helping themselves to the forest they serve 
it indeed 

on a platy roadbed to the insatiable mouth 
of institutional perpetuity and for an instant 
the overserved, undeserving forest hangs 
there 

on the lip of the thing 

like a toothpick, before it disappears. 

The board foot equation says 

as axes approach infinity life is less than 

money 

and the system is greater than or equal to 
everything else. 

It says the new word for forest is a number 
and along with the exponentially flattening 
hand of denial 

it drives the grid of our habits into the 
muscle 

of the earth like a brand 

but can easily be carried over to the next 

generation 

and its remainder expressed in fraction 
form. 

It says yes the new word for forest is a 
number 

and like the fixed stars packaged in pink 
haze 

it can be used to guide us 

through the stumpy alleyways of displaced 

desire 

because it always stays in one place 
you always know where to find it 
in the smog, in the squelch of bland 
continuation it's there 
it's right there 
on the bottom line. 

— Leslie Ryan 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


Columbus 
Protests in 
Latin America 

Violently 

Repressed 

The Confederation of Indig- 
enous Nations of Ecuador held na- 
tionwide protests on October 9 to co- 
incide with the 500th anniversary of 
the colonialist European invasion of 
the Americas and to oppose the 
government's indifference toward the 
demands of the indigenous population . 

„ # . - They were violently repressed by the 

Greenpeace Ship Seized While Ecuadoran government 

In the province of Imbabura, 

Investigating Nuclear Waste 

• jy • national armed forces opened fire on 

in Kussia the peaceful protestors. In the prov- 

inces of Cotopaxi, Tungurahua, and 
On October 12th, the waste were dumped in Arctic waters," Cayambe, activists were arrested and 
Greenpeace vessel, Solo, was appre- said Joshua Handler, Nuclear Free Seas are being detained in prison, including 
hended, towed to a port near campaign research coordinator. "Now 13-year old Yolanda Andrango. 
Murmansk. Russia, and detained for a we are confirming a similar story of On the same day in Columbia, 

week. Greenpeace activists were at- secret dumping in the Pacific." demonstrators on the Pan-American 

tempting to document radioactive Greenpeace's flagship, Rainbow Highway in the Cauca region were at- 

waste dump sites near Novava Zemlya Warrior, sailed into the site of a 1985 tacked by army and police. Fifteen 
in far eastern Russian waters. An nuclear submarine accident in Chazma people were seriously wounded, many 
inflatible boat had been launched to Bay, near Vladivostok on October 14. more were injured and detained. Pro- 
take samples, when they were ordered Chazma Bay was the site of a nuclear testors included indigenous peoples, 
to stop and three warning shots were reactor explosion in August 1985 dur- African-Americans, and peasants, with 
fired across the stern of the Solo. The ing the refuelling of an Echo II subma- women and children from each of these 
crew on the Solo was able to retreive the rine. The accident killed 10 sailors and communities. 

inflatible, then they were pursued by released hundreds of thousands of cu- The previous day in the 

the Russian coast guard and were ar- ries of radioactivity. Rioblanco and Pescador regions of 

rested just outside territorial waters. Until last year, when Columbia, groups of protestors were 

The ship is now free to leave Russia. Greenpeace activists visited the area, tear-gassed, shot at, and run over with 
Both the Solo and the Rainbow the world did not know about the army vehicles. 

Warrior are visiting Russian Far East accident. The 1985 release of radioac- 

naval bases to expose the deadly legacy tivity created a plume 6 kilometers For more information contact: South 
ofnuclearsubmarineoperationsinthe long and 1.5 kilometres wide. During and Meso American Indian Information 
Pacific. The US and Russia operate a tour of the fallout trace last year, Center, PO Box 28703, Oakland, CA 
almost 1 00 nuclear-powered vessels in Greenpeace measured radiation at 1 00 94604. 

the area. times background levels. 

Already, Greenpeace has un- Although the Rainbow Warrior 

covered information about two Soviet had received an invitation from the 
nuclear-powered submarines which city authorities and permission from 
experienced reactor meltdowns in the the regional KGB to visit Chazma, the 



Pacific, and is confirming reports about 
radioactive waste dumped near 
Vladivostok, in the Sea of Japan. 

"In the last year we learned 
that 1 2 submarine nuclear reactors and 


commander of the local flotilla, at- 
tempted to force the ship to leave, 
claiming that the ship violated naviga- 
tional rules. 

—Source: Greenpeace 


Anti- Dam 
Activist Killed 


thousands of barrels of radioactive 



in India 

On July 13, Dhanibai Nawa 
Padvia, an anti-dam activist, was shot 
and killed by forest guards in Taloda, 
a forest area in India which is being 
cleared for resettlement caused by the 
Sardar Sarovar Dam Project. The forest 
guards and police went into the village 
of Kalibel to evict tribal people from 
the resettlement area. When the tribals 
protested, the guards started beating 
them up and opened fire, injuring 
seven and killing Dhanibai Nawa 
Padvia. 

The $ 1 1 billion Sardar Sarovar 
Project consists of building 30 large, 
135 medium-sized and 3000 small 
dams to the Narmada river. The Sardar 
Sarovar reservoir will submerge over 
248 villages in three states 
(Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and 
Gujarat) and over 100,000 people, 
mostly tribals, will be displaced. 
—Source: Ecology Center Terrain 


Don 't Let 
Twyford 
Down! 

Twyford Downs, near Win- 
chester, form part of one of the most 
beautiful and precious landscapes in 
England. Steeped in the history of this 
land, the area has a wealth of unique 
historic sites, ancient trackways and 
wild flowers that have been virtually 
eliminated from the rest of the coun- 
tryside. However, thanks to our crazy 
car-culture and the Department of 
Transportation's blue line mania, plus 
the intervention of powerful self-in- 
terested parties like Winchester 
College, Tarmac Construction is poised 
to rip a 100 feet deep cutting through 
the centre of this amazing place, and 
create huge embankments across the 
adjoining water meadows with the ex- 
cavated chalk. The downs are still in- 
tact — well, 98 percent intact. Prelimi- 
nary work has created a huge scar on 
the hillside, but this could be restored 
and replanted if protesters and envi- 
ronmental activists can win the fight 
against the planet-wreckers. 

Nonviolent direct action has 
been used many times this summer to 
disrupt the contractors and send the 
message that we will fight for our 
natural heritage; that no one on this 
planet should dare or have the right tc 
order such devastation. Time delays 
and extra costs have been caused by 
activists obstructing the preliminary 
works by locking onto machinery, 
flooding the site, and generally 
demoralising the contractors. At the 
same time, there has been covert eco- 
tage by mysterious operators who ap- 
pear at night and are believed tc 
originate at the bottom of the roads 
minister's garden. 

Near the Morestead Road, on 
the line of the proposed motorway, is a 
network of ancient trackways with deep 
turfed gullies hewn by millions of hu- 
man and animal feet over thousands oi 
years. To stand here and feel the history 
of this site and feel a connection with 
our past is a wonderful experience. The 
protesters now camped here believe 
this place can be saved and have pledged 
to protect it from the threatened en- 
vironmental vandalism. The site has 
been declared an independent territory 
and has been fortified in readiness for 
stage one: the stripping of the flower 
rich turf which has evolved over hun- 
dreds of years and moving it to another 
site; an act that can be likened to the 
collection of zoo specimens while al- 
lowing their habitats to disappear. 
Some of the protesters have been here 
since March and are totally commit- 
ted. There is more work to be done in 
defending the trackways and always 
the opportunity of inspiring or joining 
one of many actions against the con- 
tractors. Walk on the downs in the 
moonlight and develop your sense oi 
outrage at the mindless march oi 
"progress." Get there soon. Don't let 
Twyford down. 

For Information Contact:- 
South Downs EF! on 0273 683205, Ox- 
ford EF! on 0865 725840 or Hotline: 
with a 30 second update message, on 
0225 444133 
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Gringos in the Mist 

US Imports Assault Rainforests Worldwide 


Maxus Invades Ecuador Dallas is Digging up Peru, Too 


The oil company Maxus, based 
in Dallas, is starting the construction 
of a road and oil pipeline into the land 
of the Waorani, the most vulnerable of 
the rainforest peoples in Ecuador. 
Controls designed to prevent the 
colonization which usually accompa- 
nies roadbuilding in the Ecuadorian 
Amazon may not be enough to stop an 
invasion of Waorani land. 

The Maxus Energy Corporation 
took over the controlling interest in 
the area, known as Block 16, when 
Conoco, another US oil company, 
pulled out. (The Ecuadorian Amazon 
has been divided into "blocks." Com- 
panies bid for the right to prospect for 
oil in each block.) Maxus intends to 
implement the same management plan 
as that devised by Conoco. It will build 
a road linking seven oil wells within 
Block 16. An oil pipeline will run 
alongside the road, buried under- 
ground. The entire area of Block 16 
(some 200,000 hectares) is Waorani 
land, although some of it is not rec- 
ognized as such by the government. 

The road starts on the northern 
edge of Waorani territory, south of the 
Napo River. The northernmost well 
will start to be developed by helicopter- 
borne crews even before the road has 
reached it. The road and pipeline will 
also link at least two wells in conces- 
sions owned by the state oil company 
Petroecuador, which is also on Waorani 
land. 

There are reports of an un- 
known group of Waorani appearing in 
the area of where Maxus is operating — 
they will be very vulnerable to new 
diseases brought in by the road-building 
crews and violent conflicts are likely. It 
is possible these Indians are the Taga- 
eri, a very secretive group of Waorani 
who have resisted all attempts by out- 
siders to contact them. 

Maxus, aware of protests 
against roads on Indian land, claims 
that it will be able to prevent colonizers 
coming in along the road — by setting 
up security posts staffed by Quichua 
Indians at the head of the road, and an 
identity card system. However, the 
pressure of colonization from the 
northern Amazon is very heavy, and 


there is a danger that the controls will By Edward Hammond charges of up to 10 lbs of TNT as close 

be inadequate to prevent encroach- as 25 meters apart, 

ment onto Waorani land. Very seri- "Awajuntik Kakagmaitji Iina Nugke Helicopters will operate and 

ous pollution and oil seepages are ex- Ayamjaku Tuke Depetkashbauwaitji!" helipads will be cleared along the Cor- 
pected to result. We theAguaruna are heroes defending our dillera de Cam pan quiz, a biologically 

Very few Waorani speak Span- territory — we are never defeated! rich area where animals are taking ref- 
ish, so most find it difficult to assess uge from current exploration activi- 

the potential risks of the situation The Aguaruna and Huambisa ties. 

they are facing. There is a Waorani Peoples of Northeastern Peru are threat- Roads will open areas already 

organization which is negotiating with ened with imminent devastation at the under pressure from coca cultivators. 
Maxus to ensure that no developments hands of US-based petroleum compa- OneAguaruna leader, Damian Tibijam, 
take place on Waorani land which the nies. has been killed by colonists while try- 

Waorani do not agree to. The Ecua- Only in its early stages, the ill- ing to defend Aguaruna territory in 

dorian Government recognized a part designed exploration and exploitation Chamikar 

of Waorani land as Indian territory, plan for the Maranon, Santiago, and Oil company representatives 

but denied them the right to prevent Nieva River Basins has already provoked agreed to meet with representatives of 
oil companies operating in this area a mass outcry from the area's native Aguaruna and Huambisa communi- 
(known as the Waorani Ethnic Re- population. Emir Etsam Nugkuag, an ties, but arrived escorted by the Peru- 
serve). Aguaruna from the community of vian Armed Forces and, despite four 

The aim of Survival Napuruka, said, "The detonations (from days of desperate pleas from commu- 
International's campaign is for the seismic testing) and the clearings being nity leaders, indicated they would not 
Waorani to be given the chance to made are scaring away the animals and - change their plans before returning to 
control the nature and pace of the destroying the resources that our fami- Lima in an Army helicopter, 
changes now taking place on their- lies depend upon to survive." This new threat comes on the 

land. They can only do this if their The companies operating in heels of the recent victory preventing 

land rights are secure. Please join us in "Lot 50" are two Houston, Texas, based Texas Crude Inc. from entering the 
lobbying the Ecuadorian Government firms, Edward Callan Interests and Pacaya-Samiria Reserve, 
to grant them this. Halliburton Geophysical Services. Their 

plans, made available in Lima, indicate For more information contact: 
Pleasewrite: that the exploration will continue with COICA, Jiron Larco Herrera #1057, 

S.E. Sixto Duran Ballen, Presidente de the clearing of roads, helipads, camps, Lima 1 7 PERU 
la Republica, Palacio de Gobierno, and, most likely, test and then produc- fax/phone 011-51-14-619228 
Garcia Moreno 1043 , Quito, Ecuador tion wells. Aguaruna and Huambisa or: Edward Hammond (512) 479-8629 
And: leaders fear a repetition of the environ- "perezoso@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu" 

Charles L. Blackburn, Chairman, mental and human nightmares recently 
President and Chief , Executive Offi- experienced in Ecuador's Oriente. 

cer, Maxus Energy Corporation, 717 Plans call for a minimum of 135 

North Harwood St., Dallas, Texas km of 2 meter wide paths to be cleared 
75201-6594 along 11 different "seismic lines." Along 

— Source: Survival International these paths, engineers plan to detonate 

Sneaking Teak 
Out of 
Cambodia 

By Michael Stein 

United Nations peacekeepers 
have reported that massive logging in 
Cambodia's remote northeast may 
have disastrous environmental con- 
sequences. The report claimed desert- 
ers from the Phnom Penh army and 
Khmer Rouge guerrilla faction were 
"deeply involved" in illegal logging 
along the Cambodia-Laos border. 



Indonesian Villagers Attack Logging Machineiy 


Cambodia's mountainous northeast 
is home to the country's only stands of 


From the air, the island of 
Yamdena in Indonesia, with its lush 
rainforests and turquoise coral reefs, 
looks like an idyllic tropical island 
paradise. But timber contractors are 
moving in to cut the trees, and 
Yamdena's inhabitants fear that with 
the forest gone, their island will just 
sink into the sea. 

In mid-July some 200 villagers 
from Yamdena staged a demonstration 
in the logging concession area. On 
September 14, dozens of furious resi- 
dents ransacked the company's logging 
equipment and facilities. A series of 
similar accidents had reportedly taken 
place since July. The most recent action 
resulted in the arrests of more than 300 
islanders, including a number of vil- 
lage chiefs accused of supporting the 
people. Many protesters and a number 
of company employees were injured. 
Police harassed, beat, and fired shots at 
protestors. 


Yamdena is part of the "Spice 
Islands" in the Moluccas, about 1500 
km east of the Indonesian capital, 
Jakarta, where officials have given log- 
ging tycoon Liem Sioe Liong permis- 
sion to move into the island with his 
chainsaws. 

More than half of the 320,000 
hectare island is rainforest, which was 
formally protected in 1971 by the 
government, but Liem'sPT AlamNusa 
Segar (PT ANS) began logging in 
Yamdena in January and has already 
hauled away 15,000 cubic metres of 
wood. 

Forest degradation in 
Yamdena will cause an estimated an- 
nual erosion of 10 tonnes of soil per 
hectare. The island has a skin of top- 
soil only 50 cm thick sitting on lime- 
stone. It takes 100 years for limestone 
areas to add one centimeter to the 
topsoil, making it nearly impossible to 
restore the land after the forests are 


gone. Several islands in the Moluccas 
have already been submerged because 
of erosion of denuded topsoil. Tapak 
Kuda, an island in northern Sumatra, is 
sinking because its mangroves have been 
cut. Tapak Kuda residents have been 
asked to evacuate. Near Yamdena is the 
island of Kei, which was logged heavily 
by a Dutch company in the late 19th 
century. Today, Kei has almost no top- 
soil left and is covered with jagged rocks. 
People there grow cassava with diffi- 
culty. 

Indonesia supplies 85 percent 
of the world's demand for hardwood 
plywood. The World Bank has esti- 
mated that the country loses 700,000 to 
1 .2 million hectares of its forests annu- 
ally. Logging is responsible for a third of 
that amount. 

— Source: Association of Tanimbar 
Intellectuals 


the highly-prized teak hardwood, 
which, along with rosewood, is being 
heavily logged. Of the 22 saw mills 
operatingin StungTrengprovince, only 
six were legal, the paper said. In Stung 
Treng district around the Mekong riv- 
erside town, only four out of nine saw 
mills were operating with a permit. 

Also, a 400-strong group of nomadic 
Montagnard tribesmen, formerly paid 
by the US Central Intelligence Agency 
as an anti-Vietnamese guerrilla force, 
are living in the area. The paper said 
"slash and bum" cultivation techniques 
were responsible for clearing 3,000 
hectares (7,413 acres) of forest land 
annually. * 
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The Sarawak Campaign: 

Perspectives for Discussion 


By James Lockhead 

There is alot of discussion go- 
ing on about the direction of the in- 
ternational campaign on Sarawak. We 
contribute a few points to add to that 
discussion. For us, it is a question of 
perspective. Much of what is said here 
is based on the input of people in 
Sarawak and Malaysia, whom we met 
duringavisitattheendoflastyear. We 
spoke to literally hundreds of people 
directly and indirectly involved in the 
struggle. A number of comments were 
made, some of which we pass on here. 

First and foremost, they un- 
derlined that, of course, the major is- 
sue for the indigenous people in. struggle 
in Sarawak is the issue of land. Yet this 
perspective also includes the vision 
that their struggle is not only about the 
effects of logging on land rights and 
local cultures in Sarawak, but also the 
whole struggle of marginalised people 
across Malaysia for land and other 
human rights, and the whole issue of 
"development": who decides, who 
profits, and who is trampled over. As 
such, the cutting of the forest is only 
one part of the process of "disposses- 
sion, " and if we confine our remarks to 
Sarawak, logging is only one way in 
which indigenous peole are deprived 
of their land. 

Without exception, people in- 
volved in the struggle expressed their 
appreciation and urged the continua- 
tion of the international support is not 
only appreciated in terms of the support 
and encouragement it gives to local 
people, but people outside the country 
are often able to gain accress to infor- 


mation which is not available within 
Malaysia(and which therefore should 
be fed back in) and are also able to 
mount campaigns on elements of the 
struggle which people in Sarawak and 
Malaysia may not be in a position to 
do. 

A number of international ac- 
tivists took part in a direct action at the 
Kuala Baram port, which resulted in 
their arrest and subsequent jailing. This 
action generated 
considerable con- 
troversy and heat 
both before it went 
ahead and in its af- 
termath. Amongst 
the issues raised are 
the concerns re- 
garding "foreign" 
understanding (or 
not) of local dy- 
namics and possible 
consequences of 
such an action, and 
the whole issue of 
how "internation- 
alists" can support 
a specific strugge 
like that in Sarawak. 

It should be 
said immediately 
that different 
people expressed 
different opinions about the action: 
there were some who pointed to some 
of the positive effects of the action and 
some (more, in our experience) who 
viewed it negatively. The major posi- 
tive effect indicated was that the action 
did result in local communities finding 


support and inspiration from the ex- 
ample of the"foreigners" who were 
ready to go to (a local) jail over the 
issue, presumably the main reason for 
undertaking the action. 

However, there were/are many 
dissenting voices, and much of the 
controversy generated by the action 
centres on the way the action was 
planned and the consequences of the 
action. Those who participated in the 





action reported that there was local 
support and that there was local con- 
sultation before the action took place. 
Although, no doubt, there were those 
who did support the action; we came 
across many who did not, and amongst 
those were people who have been 


cited as "supporters" of the action. 
This points to a major area of difficulty. 
Few local people express their opin- 
ions bluntly, and for that reason, un- 
less one is attuned to local expression, 
one may miss the message of "get lost." 
This seems to have happened several 
times in Sarawak during the "consulta- 
tion" process, and this whole question 
of cultural gaps is one which (a) was 
obviously not bridged and (b) should 
already have us asking a lot of ques- 
tions about this sort of action and how 
it is conceived. Clearly, there are a lot 
of people in Sarawak who were most 
disillusioned by the results of the so- 
called consultation process and not 
just those who some of us would any- 
way ignore as being peripheral to the 
struggle. 

In terms of the consequences 
of the action, on the minus side, as well 
as the perceived failure of the consulta- 
tion procedure, people reported in- 
creased police and Special Branch pres- 
sure on local people and organizations 
as a direct consequence of the action. 
Since many of those people reported 
that they were not in suport of the 
action in the first place, they pointed 
out that this increase of pressure on the 
local struggle, which goes on long after 
the foreigners are released from jail, 
was neither poistive, nor in any way 
within local control. It had been fore- 
seen, was something that had been 
expressed to tlhe foreign activists, and 
yet was a consequence that the activ- 
ists had chosen either to ignore or 
accept as "inevitable." Many would 
argue that foreign activists have no 


U.S. Tropical Rainforest Activist Responds 


'BVjAKEjASOfF 

— " A year has passed since the S.S. 
Western Civilization action team jour- 
neyed to Sarawak, Malaysia to protest 
the wholesale destruction of its forests 
and the corresponding loss of its forest 
cultures. After shutting down loading 
operations for a day at one facility in 
Kuala Baram, we were detained and 
eventually charged with criminal tres- 
passing. Our sentences varied from 50 
to 80 days which we spent in a prison 
outside of Miri, Sarawak. From the 
outset, criticism surrounded the action, 
pointing to the highly polarized nature 
of rainforest politics and developmental 
approaches in the South. With the 
blessing of hindsight, I reckon it's time 
to examine the controversy; specifi- 
cally, how effective or ineffective our 
tactics and our strategies were in 
Sarawak. 

First off, while the logging in 
Sarawak has continued unabated, the 
struggle of Sarawak's indigenous 
peoples becomes grimmer and grim- 
mer. Crackdowns by Malaysian au- 
thorities persist as Prime Minister 
Mahathir and his Barisan National (BN) 
Party suck the fight out of the environ- 
mental movement just as the logging 
[sucks the life out of the forest. Ander- 
son Mutang, a Kelabit from Sarawak 
and one of the inspirations behind the 
Sarawak Indigenous People’s Alliance, 
was detained last February for two 
months before the government allowed 
bail to be posted and a court date set. 
He left the country and went to Canada 
and has elected not to return to face 
trial. 

I had a chance to meet Ander- 
son at the annual Chautauqua gather- 
ing of Rainforest Action Groups from 
around North America where we chat- 
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ted briefly about the last year's course 
of events. After expressing my thanks 
for his gutsy activism, I apologized for 
bringing the shit down on him. He 
fended off my apology with a warm 
smile before expressing his thanks for 
the solidarity we showed with Sarawak's 
forest dwellers. It suddenly dawned on 
me that, while our efforts in Sarawak 
were done independently from the 
Dayak blockaders in the upper Baram 
and the general populace, we would 
never have been able to do an action in 
Sarawak without folks like Anderson 
bridging the network between North 
and South. 

The SOS Sarawak action team 
went to Borneo to protest more than 
simply rainforest destruction. We also 
wanted to empower more local people 
of Sarawak to act on behalf of their 
forests and their communities. This 
was, perhaps, the most delicate bal- 
ancing act for us as our action focused 
on tropical timber exports and not so 
much on indigenous land rights, even 
though the two issues are directly 
connected. According to Lockhead, 
"The major issue for the indigenous 
people in struggle is the issue of land." 
On a broader level, he argues that the 
destruction of the rainforest is but one 
facet in the process of "dispossession." 
Lockhead concludes by stating that 
the whole developmental approach is 
skewed and must be examined if the 
rampant cutting of the forests is to 
stop. No arguments here. 

In retrospect, I wonder if a 
better target for our affinity group might 
have been a governmental develop- 
ment agency or even the Chief 
Minister's office. Realistically, however, 
rainforest destruction and the plight of 
the Dayaks are what has driven the 


Sarawak campaign from the beginning. 
In essence, they are the prisms which 
have allowed most of us culturally illit- 
erate college graduates to see the root 
causes of deforestation and disposses- 
sion in Sarawak and elsewhere. 

By targeting loading barges 
engaged in exporting Sarawak's forests 
to Japan, Korea, Australia and the US, 
we were challenging Mahathir's devel- 
opment strategy and Malaysia's right 
to assert control over Sarawak's natural 
resources. 

I n terms 
of our actual ef- 
fectiveness with 
the action, the 
only tangible 
thing we did 
was shut down 
loading opera- 
tions for a day 
at one facility. 

In short, we cost 
the timber com- 
pany and the 
shipping agent 
some money. 

Given the total 
governmental 
control of the 
media in 
Sarawak and *• 

Malaysia, it's doubtful we gained heaps 
of sympathy for our cause. But I reckon 
one thing we did gain was respect, 
because no matter what side of the 
issues you're on, the people in Sarawak, 
who live with Big Brother everyday, 
must appreciate our gumption. Did 
we, as Lockhead's comments imply, 
run roughshod over local efforts and 
concerns? In terms of tribal senti- 
ments, I would have to say no, as it 
seems most of the feedback from the 


indigenous communities was positive. 
After all, they are the ones who used 
civil disobedience themselves. Within \ 
the cities and towns of Sarawak, how- 
ever, I think there was resentment di- 
reclEcLftt-ttSr-tbough nrosf ~oTTt~wa:s t 
co ntrived th rough the media: 

I’d like to address a few of 
Lockhead's conclusions, firstly regard- 
ing consultation. In the repressive 
political climate of Sarawak and Ma- 
laysia, I’d like to how one formally 
consults with 
groups, tribes and 
individuals. You 
can't be totally up 
front lest you bring 
the Special Branch 
(Secret Police) to 
their doorstep, nor 
can you expect 
these groups and 
individuals to come 
to you. The in- 
sinuation in your 
article was that we 
should have se- 
cured clearance 
from every NGO 
and tribe before 
acting. This is 
clearly impossible 
in Sarawak given 
the circumstances and points to your 
inability to see that, aside from the 
tribal people opposing the timber in- 
dustry and the government in the 
forest, mostNGOs and working people 
are scared shitless or resistance (for 
good reason) and would never consider 
an act of civil disobedience. While we 
could have consulted with more citizen 
groups, to think that we would win 
their approval for the action is nothing 
short of revolutionary fantasy. 



Sarawak Debate... 


continued from previous page 

right to make such a decision on behalf 
of the local struggle; such "help" is 
unsolicited and unwanted. 

This kind of decision about the 
context in which the local struggle 
operates was also questioned in terms 
of the effect the action had in relation 
to Malaysian Government reaction. 
Again, this had been xlearly pointed 
out to the activists,, They wer 
BSany parties that the action would be 
greeted with glee by the Malaysian 
authorities as providing exactly the 
right kind of propaganda material to 


tions of the Malaysian public have been 
alienated from the struggle, and even if 
they were sympathetic, find it now 
much harder to get involved openly in A 
the issue. Some would and did argue 
that this is overstated: some of the 
activists have argued that "all publicity 
is good publicity." Whilst it is difficult 
to "prove" one way or another what 

the effect of such propaganda and 

‘hey were told by A publicity has been, it would seem to us 


that rather hasty assumptions are be- 
ing made about the political contexts 
of the struggle in Malaysia and the 
local dynamics of protest. This more 
back up the Malaysian government's j than anything has led local organiza- 


efforts at blaming local resistance in/ 

Sarawak on "western ec o-imperialists." 1 
Of course this is exactly what happened, 
and since the Kuala Baram action, there 
has been increased exploitation by the 
Malaysian government spokespeople 
and the government-controlled media 
of the offensive against "foreign impe- 
rialists" who have taken it upon them- 
selves (ourselves) to impose their own 
ideas on local people, to sabotage the ^ campaign 


tions and people to condemn the 
action as ill-conceived, destructive and 
adventurist. Whilst others would point 
to some positve effects of the action, 
particularly the point that local people 
did derive some inspiration from it, 
not one person we spo ke to said that 
such an a ction should be re pe ated. (A ll 
of themTaid, "Not again, please." fhe 
^mderlying sentiment is: "Keep up thcp 
campaign outside Sarawak, we appre-'y 


development and economy of Malay- 1 
sia, and provides further evidence of 
the "colonial" and imperialist inten- 
tions of the North against the South. 

Control of the local media 
means that this message has been 
stuffed down the throats of the Malay- 
sian public, and in terms of the struggle 
in Sarawak to develop, it is essential 
that other sections of the Malaysian 
population become involved in the 
struggle. Yet the " misinformation 
put out by the Malaysian government 
means that it is likely that whole sec- 


ciate that," but, "allow us to develop / 
jour own struggle locally, respect us for! 
(that." J 

Excerpted from World Rainforest Re- 
port June 1992 



Eco-Imperialists? 

continued from previous page 

short of revolutionary fantasy. 

We did talk and correspond 
with many folks on an informal basis — 
several who did express reservations. 
But with the exception of one group, 
SAM (Friends of the Earth, which is a 
national environmental group in Ma- 
laysia), which was totally opposed to 
our efforts, all the groups and people 
we talked to said that, while they did 
not agree or could not participate, they 
would not stand in our way. 

Lockhead mentions increased 
police pressure after the action, but we 
certainly didn't provoke all of this, as 
evidenced by the eight month blockade 
at Long Aging, 400 protesters marching 
in Kanowit for the release of two Ibans 
arrested for detaining four timber 
tractors invading their native lands and 
an increase in monkeywrenching. We 
shouldn't shoulder all the blame for 
harassment of local activists; after all, 
there is a historical context starting in 
the early 1970s that traces opposition 
to the timber industry. 

I find the regurgitation of SAM's 
arguments that the action was greeted 
with glee by the Malaysian govern- 
ment to be shallow and reductionist. 
They would have done the same thing 
if we had occupied the Malaysian Em- 
bassy in Washington, DC. Regardless 
of where we strike, Mahathir and com- 
pany will continue to portray the cam- 
paign as run by Western instigators 
who have stirred up the natives. While 
this simple strategy insulates the Ma- 
laysian government from criticism from 
the international community, I believe 
that our job as activists is to fire one 
another up. The Dayaks have inspired 
me to become involved in the cam- 
paign and, perhaps, the SOS Sarawak 


Council of Women 
Challenges Logging in 
Papau New Guinea 


team was returning the favor. 

For obvious reasons, due to 
draconian measures, activists in 
Sarawak and Malaysia are very limited 
in what they can say and do. Add to 
this the lack of free press and you have 
a situation where most people in Ma- 
laysia and Sarawak are unaware of the 
widespread resistance to logging, spe- 
cifically, and to the practice of civil 
disobedience in general. Lockhead's 
comments in no way encourage either 
local people or international support- 
ers to use this tactic which appears to 
me to be (along with 
monkeywrenching) the only effective 
tactic employed by the campaign to 
date. 

I'm not arguing that CD should 
dictate the course of the campaign, I'm 
saying that CD, inside and outside 
Sarawak, remains one tool in the tool 
box. Nothing more and nothing less. 
Does this mean that more people of 
Sarawak and Malaysia will engage in 
CD? Probably not. In fact, in the short 
term it's made it harder to do CD. But 
hopefully the seed was planted in some 
young revolutionary's mind, who 
watches the unending procession of 
horizontal forest everyday, and ponders 
that maybe our action was right on. 

I respect James Lockhead and 
SIMBA's work and appreciate his inp ut" - 
( aq d agre e thatTFJe kpy w ork. is support 
/for local Initiatives, but I also see the 
/ torest ana myriad Tion-numan TTfe 
\ forms/struggling ’to survive. I reckon) 
Vhis means that m v tolerance for 
homocentric development issues wanes 
attunes as my biocentric philosophy 
comes pouring through. This is my 
perspective and I hope James can re- 
spect it. 


Logging has been approved in 
the Hunstein Range in Papau New 
Guinea's Sepik River region. Should 
the logging go ahead it will destroy 
380,000 hectares of World Heritage 
quality rainforest and cause an un- 
known number of people living in this 
remote area to be dislocated. However, 
since no proper negotiation with the 
traditional landowners has been done, 
the operation is technically illegal. The 
East Sepik Council of Women (ESCOW) 
is mounting a legal challenge to halt 
the logging and support the traditional 
landowners. This will be the first legal 
case in Papau New Guinea's history to 
challenge a logging operation before it 
has begun and promises to set a pre- 
cedent for all future logging if it suc- 
ceeds. 

Background 

The Hunstein Range is a remote 
and little-disturbed part of upper East 
Sepik Province, Papua New Guinea. 
Circled by the April and Salumei rivers, 
the Range rises above the Sepik River 
floodplain to over 1500 metres alti- 
tude. A recent survey of one river 
valley in the range found over 1200 
species of plants with 10 per cent of 
these estimated to be new to Western 
science. It is home to the largest stand 
of kauri pine (Agathis labillardieri) in 
the world. 

Only one thousand people live 
in the Hunstein: village-based subsis- 
tence farmers, sago processors and 
hunter/ gatherers who live almost ex- 
clusively on forest products. While 
villagers wish to retain the quality of 
their environment, the pressure to enter 
into an agreement to allow industrial 
logging in the area is increasing. 

For the past year, ESCOW has 
been working with the people of the 
Hunstein Range to develop small sus- 
tainable enterprises (such as marketing 
of handicrafts, portable sawmilling, sale 
of forest perfumes and cassowary 
farming) and to assist the Department 
of Environment and Conservation in 
establishing a conservation area. 

Logging Approved 

On 26 June 1992 — the day be- 
fore the new Forest Act came into 
force — the National Cabinet of New 
Guinea approved the 380,000 hectare 
April-Salumei logging concession cov- 


ering much of the Hunstein Range and 
adjoining river valleys. Forestry offic- 
ers argue that the requisite two-thirds 
of all landowners have signed the log- 
ging agreement. However, the old For- 
est Act requires all landowners to sign 
the agreement. The two-thirds com- 
monly used by the logging industry is 
merely convention and only contin- 
ues because it has never been chal- 
lenged. The April-Salumei Timber 
Rights Purchase (TRP) was rushed 
through the day before Parliament ap- 
proved the new Forest Act along with a 
number of other contentious logging 
areas. The main target of the logging 
will be the valuable kauri stands. 

Grounds for Legal Challenge 

ESCOW intends to contest the 
declaration of the April-Salumei TRP 
the grounds that landowners were co- 
erced, bribed or intimidated into 
signing the logging agreement. Even 
so, they only have the signatures of 
two-thirds of the landowners. They 
will also be challenged for having an 
improper benefit statement in logging 
agreement. According to law, the TRP 
document must state the level of tim- 
ber volume expected from the conces- 
sion and the benefits that would be 
derived by the landowners. If this is 
not present or is questionable, the TRP 
declaration may be challenged in an 
administrative law action. 

A lawyer has been found at 
reduced cost. An interim injunction 
will be taken out to temporarily halt 
the TRP while the case is being prepared. 

Funds Needed 

Funds are needed to pay legal 
costs and to cover the high costs of 
collecting statements from aggrieved 
landowners (travel to and from the 
Hunstein Range is extremely expen- 
sive). 

Donations should be trans- 
ferred into the "East Sepik Social Action 
Fund" Account No. 049 706 8956 860 
with Westpac Bank, Wewak, ESP, PNG. 
Alternatively cheques may be made 
out to the fund and posted to ESCOW 
at the address below. For further in- 
formation or to make donations, write 
to Otto Soondrawu East Sepik Council 
of Women PO Box 75 Wewak ESP PNG 
ph +675.862 025 fax +675.862 131. 
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Columbus Day Parade Canceled in Denver 

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT CELEBRATES VICTORY OVER COLUMBUS DAY 


By Hugh Gardner 

Things were tense in Denver the 
week leading up to the October 10 
Columbus Day parade. The American 
Indian Movement (AIM) had been 
working for years to rename or re-focus 
this traditional event in the Rocky 
Mountain's capitol city, where Colum- 
bus Day originated in 1907 — including 
dumping stage blood on the statue of 
Columbus in Civic Center Park — 
without success. This year, the 
Quincentenary of Columbus' fateful 
arrival, they vowed to lay down their 
bodies if necessary to end this celebra- 
tion of enslavement and genocide 
against indigenous peoples. 

Rumors abounded of Ku Klux Klan 
provocateurs attending, Latino gangs 
who had their own bone to pick with 
Columbus, and violent street fighters 
of the sort which plagued Denver's 
Martin Luther King march last spring. 
Local media fueled the fire by evoking 
AIM's militance and it's reputation for 
violent resistance a la Wounded Knee, 
1973. That the action planned was 
only peaceful civil disobedience usu- 
ally got lost in the hysteria. Local 
police mobilized hundreds of officers, 
predicting violence, and an elite cadre 
of state troopers was called in to the 
capitol. Negotiations between AIM 
and Denver Mayor Wellington Webb 
to stop the parade or at least change its 
name proved fruitless. The city's posi- 
tion was that Columbus Day Parade 
sponsors, the Fed- 
eration of Italian- 
American Organi- 
zations (FIAO), 
were entitled to 
"free speech" and 
that the parade 
would go on. 

In the base- 
ment of the Living 
Water Church the 
night of October 8, 
about 150 Indians, 

Latinos and non- 
native supporters 
gathered to make 
signs and hear 
leaders address the 
group on strategy. 

Russell Means, co- 
founder of AIM and 
its executive direc- 
tor for Colorado, 
addressed the group with a message 
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that was both righteous — noting that 
almost 40 peace and justice organiza- 
tions supported the AIM action, but 
only the KKK endorsed the FIAO effort 
— and calming, describing the support 
systems available for those hurt or ar- 
rested. Other leaders gave detailed 
instructions for how to respond if tear 
gassed, how to be a member of AIM 
security, what and what not to wear or 
bring. The tenor was sober "calm be- 
fore the storm," but a clear dedication 
to passive resistance. Supporters were 
clearly informed of the ground rules - 
no alcohol, drugs, or weapons - and 
reminded not to bring pockets of 
marbles, which if dropped might im- 
pede law enforcement officials. 

The morning of October 10 dawned 
bright and cold in Denver's downtown 
Civic Center Park, only a few blocks 
from where the Columbus Day Parade 
would gather at 10 a.m. Overnight a 
group of artists and AIM members had 
erected 92 sets of charred teepee lodge 
poles around the park to symbolize the 
historical assault against Indian cul- 
ture. They set a stark and dramatic 
backdrop for the several hundred sup- 
porters gathered in the park's central 
Amphitheater for prayer services ask- 
ing the spirit world for safety and suc- 
cess 

As the appointed hour came closer, 
a succession of speakers, poets and 
singers — Indian men, women, Latinos, 
blacks — gave 
personal testi- 
mony to the 
meaning of 
what was about 
to happen. 
Means light- 
ened things up, 
and showed 
how this event 
was dedicated 
to the future, by 
jokes about the 
7-year old 
nephew he de- 
pended on to 
tell him what to 
do. By 9:30, 
over 2,000 
people had ar- 
rived, now 
mostly white 
supporters. At 
9:45, Rev. Tinker of the Living Water 
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church appeared at the mike to an- 
nounce he had just been over to the 
parade headquarters and observed only 
25 paraders, 3 cars, 135 policemen and 
one "pitiful" float. A realization swept 
through the crowd that, like the Little 
Bighorn, they greatly outnumbered the 
other guys. 

Precisely at 10 a.m., as the bell tower 
on the Civic Center chimed out the 
hour, an electric, historic moment oc- 
curred as Means was handed a mes- 
sage, choked back vis- 
ible tears, and an- 
nounced that the 
FIAO had called off 
the parade. The 
stunned crowd spon- 
taneously erupted in 
a frenzy of ululations, 
fist power, whooping 
and drumming. They 
had won. 

A few minutes later 
a last bit of tension 
silenced the crowd 
• when people on the 
fringes started yelling 
"they're moving, the 
parade is happening." 

What happened was 
the parade people were 
led under police escort 
to a face-saving rally 
on the state capital | 
steps, protected by -3 
cordons of elite state J 
troopers. AIM dis- £ 
couraged interfering 
but a few arrests were 
made as a group of 
young whites laid RUSSELL MEANS 


age in the local press as hostile and 
violent, "the last militant." From the- 
evidence of 10/10/1992, Means has, 
now become, if he wasn't before, an 
authentic moral leader in the tradition 1 
of Ghandi and King. Some of the most 
painful criticism he's received has come 
from within the Native American com- 
munity itself, charging him with creat- 
ing a cult of personality and having a 
mandate to speak for all Indians. But 
Crazy Horse had no mandate either; he 


down before retreating FIAO march- 
ers. Peace was restored for good with 
an announcement that an FIAO repre- 
sentative was on his way back over to 
ask for reconciliation. 

It was announced that the city re- 
quested a meeting to discuss this unex- 
pected turn of events. Means responded 
that he would honor this request, but 
right now the Indians were going to 
have a victory dance around the park: 
"We'll enjoy our day today, and meet 
with them some other day." Immedi- 
ately a stately procession, led by Indian 
drummers and staff-bearers, slowly be- 
gan to circle the park with demonstra- 
tors falling in behind. 

Mean's victory tears belied his im- 


just led by example. In later interviewsC 
with reporters, he showed no hint of, 
gloating or self-righteous vindicationj( 
saying he felt "tired, elated, and looky 
ing forward to participating in the ltal- 
ian-American Appreciation Day parade 
next year. 

In the afternoon, AIM and its sup- 
porters retired to Tall Bull (Daniels) 
Park south of Denver for a victory 
Wacipi ("celebration" in Lakota). They 
danced their triumph — no alcohol, 
drugs or weapons enforced by AIM 
security in their silky red warjackets. 
Soon after a full moon, the "Hunter's 
Moon," rose up over the east, they 
were gone. 


Blackfoot Chief Voices Concern Over Continued Threat To Badger-Two Medicine Area In Montana 


By Timothy Ballard 

My intention was not to write 
a piece solely on Blackfeet concerns 
over the Badger-Two Medicine area in 
northern Montana. I had hoped to 
work towards a more encompassing 
article on present struggles by Native 
Americans to thwart the heinous en- 
croachment of outside greed upon their 
little remaining lands. The list of sto- 
ries needed to be told is long — depress- 
ingly so. Every story seemed to be 
equally as important as the other, no 
matter which tribal voice was being 
represented. One thing became clear 
though: whatever story needed to be 
told, it was important for the people to 
speak for themselves about the issues 
directly facing their lands, culture, and 
sovereignty rights. So, when the op- 
portunity presented itself to go to 
Blackfoot land and speak to one of the 
traditional leaders about these mat- 
ters, it seemed important to hear the 
concerns first hand. 

Today, Blackfoot land rests on 
the eastern front of the Rocky Moun- 
tain range in northern Montana and 
extends well into the southern reaches 
of the Canadian Province of Alberta. 
The sights are impressive with the vast 
expanse of the windswept, rolling 
plains meeting the abrupt beginnings 
of the towering Rockies. For more 
than a century now the Blackfeet have 
worked with all of the typical concerns 
facing an indigenous culture. Not 
surprisingly, they have been bitterly 
divided on the way in which to meet 
the continuing influence of western 
culture on their land and people. As a_ 
result, traditionalists concerned with 
cultural preservation are often paired 
off against those who have tasted the 
addictive flavor of the dollar. 

Tiny Man Heavy Runner, chief 
of the Brave Dogs Society, a traditional 
religious society, sat down with me 
over a couple days to speak about his 
concerns for an area on the southeast- 
ern edge of Blackfoot land known as 
the Badger-Two Medicine. This land, 
over one hundred and thirty thousand 
acres of public National Forest, is nestled 
between vast wilderness areas and Gla- 
cier National Park, and is home not 
only to the threatened grizzly, but the 
endangered (and returning) gray wolf 
and many other sensitive species as 
well. This is important to Tiny Man, 
but of more concern is the protection 
of this last Blackfoot stronghold for 
ongoing cultural and sacred practices. 
Non-Blackfeet concerned about the 
issue hope that in the end a traditional 
understanding and approach will en- 
sure wildlands security. 

Multinational oil companies 
want to explore and later develop this 
land for reasons that extend far beyond 
any amount of suspected oil reserves. 
It has been admitted by the Forest 
Service that even if the less than one 
percent chance of finding oil is suc- 
cessful, the amount found would only 
1 fuel the nation for less than a day, 

> leaving in its wake permanently ruined, 
lands, useless for spiritual fulfillment 
*and wildlife habitat. All of this has 
been met with fierce opposition from 
both Blackfeet and a small portion of 
the environmental community. Ma- 
jor demonstrations have been held and 
enough appeals filed to warrant some 
kind of attention, but it seems that it 
has fallen, once again, on the deaf ears 
of the lease givers — the Forest Service 
and Bureau of Land Management. 
These bureaucracies have callously in- 
vestigated religious and cultural mat- 
ters, often offending outright respected 
Blackfoot elders. 

Those close to the issue have 


heard that the Forest Service has given 
the privately held leases the green light. 
Now it is only up to the BLM to openly 
say move ahead, and this is expected 
to come as early as December of this 
year. With the recent death of tire 
Montana 
(non) Wilderness 
Bill, which would 
have given it lim- 
ited protection, 
and the increas- 
ingly promising 

yet distant North- j 

em Rockies Eco- 
system Protection 
Act which would 
give it wilderness 
study protection 
(something tradi- 
tional Blackfoot 
are happy with 
since it allows 
them to appoint 
their own mem- 
bers of the study 
board), there 
seems to be little 
time left for any 
form of negotia- 
tions within the 
formal channels. 

^^If there is 
going-llo be any 
working relation- 
ships, be it in the 

Badger or anywhere else, between Indi- 
ans and non-Indian activists, there 
must be an awareness about a message 
that X heard from everyone I spoke 
with, inc luding Tiny Man. . And th is 
was that if you want to lend a hand,* 
make sure you are fully aware of your 
own motives first, then come ask how 
vou can he lp. In the case of the Badger, 
anyway, I sensed that there was a subtle 
wariness of "environmentalists" want- 
ing to help, because often it is for their 
own agendas, even if it is seemingly for 
the common good of the earth. It is 
obvious that this has been accentuated 
for the Blackfeet because of ignored 
treaty concerns which back up their 
solid stance behind the fact that they 
never ceded this land to any govern- 
ment. 

So, with this in mind it is es- 
sential that Heavy Runner's voice be 
heard on these matters: 

"It is important for the people 
in America, and the international 
community to hear about the Blackfoot 
struggle — to hear about our resistance. 
We have a resistance right now that is 
completely untold. The Blackfoot 
people have never said anything, we've 
always sat back and listened. Now we 
have finally taken a position so that we 
can tell these people something. W< 
want to protect what's ours, what we've 
inherited. We want to protect treaties, 
we want to protect our sacred lands, 
our self determination. The biggest 
threat to all of this is the change of 
times. We have to still maintain our 
own foundations. The Badger is an 
important part ofThat^ib 
where we hunt and get our meat, 


mountains. When they go there it is 
personal. No one has the right to 
interrogate them why they are going to 
the mountains. We have a need to 
educate our younger people through 
traditional ways in the mountains, just 



Tiny Man Heavy Runner, chief of the Brave Dogs Society, is an 
instrumental figure in the fight to protect Blackfeet land and 
culture. 


like our fathers and our grandfathers- 
it is continuous. 

^Our concerns are to keep 


''things pure , keep things protected for/ 
'future generations. We still have a lotj 
of commitment to those generations. I 
don't think I would have liked it if the 
people of the past didn't take time to 
protect something for us. So we have 
to pay the same respect to those future 
people — to try to protect as much of 
the environment for them. We can't 
be greedy and destroy this. It is like 


putting contempt on your own self 
when you destroy anything of this 
earth. 

"When we realized that our 
culture was being threatened, our sa- 
cred practices in jeopardy, the first thing 
that came to mind was protection. 
When it came to protecting Blackfoot 
culture we realized that we had to . 
stand up to the United States Forest 
Service and other government agen- 
cies and their policies — we had to 
stand up and openly battle the For- 
est Service and the multinational 
corporations. Their policy through 
their Environmental Impact State- 
ment was for us to answer questions 
in dealing with specific sites: sites 
specific as far as religious use. But in 
our land, our world, our culture, our 
law, you can't really give that infor- 
mation as far as site specific. . You 
have to take an area approach, and 
they can't accept that. 

"If Fina and Chevron, the big 
oil companies, get their way, the 
traditional pocket of Blackfoot cul- 
ture will die. So really there is a very 
big threat. If they could open up the 
Badger then there is no place in the 
world that they can't get into. Be-. 
c ause it is considered Blackfoot lan d, 
B lackfoot sacred land, it is consid- 
ered a sa cred plac<wme of t he last 
clean area s. So with that in min d, if' 
they rrmlrl ppnPmTp tnis~con~tr o- 
versv, then the re is nothing that could 

stop them anywnere eise. " 

" "some ot our eraerewent to the 

United States Forest Service, to their 
anthropologists, but they threw it all 
away. Their reason was that we did not 
give them anything that they could 
work with. A very respected man in 
our elderships gave them some very 
important information — the Forest 
Service anthropologists turns around 
and insults him. She says that she can't 
take what this man says as proof. When 

continued next page 


fish, 


all of our plants and medicine, uui^ 
"clean water, a place to g6 to heal your- 
self spiritually, a place to go to learn .y 
We have places back there that are real 
special to us that belong to some of our 
ancestors. 

"The Badger is so important to 
the preservation of the Blackfeet cul- 
ture, especially for our young. Every 
young man in Blackfoot country has 
that inspiration to go to the mountains. 
It is one of the phenomenon that we 
have to deal with — every young man, 
and woman too, sometime in their 
young lives, they have to go to the 




Solidarity Statement with Earth First! 

October 20, 1 992 

In behalf of the American Indian Movement of Colo- 
rado, I would like to take this opportunity to express firm 
solidarity with the organization Earth First! Although we in 
AIM have had occasion to express strong disagreement with 
the racism, sexism and explicit Eurocentrism imbedded in 
many of the attitudes and positions articulated by elements of 
Earth Firsti’s original icons and theorists — notably David 
Foreman, George Wuerthner and the late Edward Abbey — 
we have never disagreed with the organization's guiding 
concept, “no compromise in defense of Mother Earth.” To the 
contrary, we have unswervingly applauded and supported it. 
This is all the more true insofar as the past several years have 
witnessed a strong counterbalancing trend now within Earth 
First! — perhaps best symbolized by Judy Bari — which first 
offset and now seems to have generally supplanted the 
problematic perspectives inherent to the Foreman group. 
With this in mind, the time seems appropriate to state that 
Colorado AIM is committed to joining hands with the non- 
Indians of Earth First! in a common struggle to create a better 
world, not just for ourselves and our children, but for our 
children's children, and for all future generations. 

All My Relations, 


\A 






Ward Churchill, Codirector 
American Indian Movement of Colorado 
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An inherent part ofBlackfeet traditions and legends, from left to right are Mt. Poia, Scarface, and Momingstar in the Badger-Two Medicine area. 


Tiny Man Heavy Runner 

continued from previous page 

you talk with a Blackfoot holy man and would be different. Because of this, the community, are now saying wait a system out there. Our need is to work 
he says that this land is sacred, then, environmental people, the wilderness minute, we don't have to reclaim own- together with the outside people — we 
that's what he means! That is our people, in their proposed wilderness ership, we already own it. are also considered to be United States 

proof. plan, there has to be a certain clause "Right now, with the wilder- citizens, and we need to protect our- 

"Our concept of wilderness is that is dealing with Blackfoot treaty ness bill dead, I think our people are selves from the government that we 
different than the white man's con- lands. So we have to have that portion going to be united. People have to are citizens of. We have a lot of work 
cept of wilderness. But because we are of that wilderness bill dealing specifi- consider that it is their job to put to- to do, we have to monitor our own 
aboriginal, ancient people, we are so- cally with Blackfeet treaty lands. Are gether protection — their own wilder- land, to see what is happening to it. 
phisticated, we considered all of this they really public lands? Have they ness bill. Maybe at the same time "All the years up to now we 

land to be wilderness. So there really really been endorsed know everything that has happened to 

is a deep meaning on wilderness. When ceded? Nothing "When VOU talk with and sup- us, we are the victims. And we're 

it comes to Blackfoot we look at it very has been clari- r ported by finally telling the public, not no more, 

differently, it is something different, fied. Blackfoot a Blackfoot Holy man and the wilder- it's got to quit. We have a binding 

something more than wilderness — it history tells a he saVS that ness P eo P le contract with you — this is our under- 
involves the thunder, lightning, and different story. #•! • / j • * , around us — standing. The treaty did not change — 

sacred lands. Our way of dealing with As far as we're trllS lana IS Sacrea, trien, special, re- you changed! America changed, not 

the most important environmental is- concerned that's what he means! served the treaty, we never changed. So this 

sue is through ceremony. Ceremony is there is no such That is OUT Uroof " clause. If does affect the American public. There 

our way to deal with what you call the thing as a west- £_ ’ ' thereisawil- is a lot involved, this is why we feel that 

environment. Our understanding of ern reservation derness bill we need to associate ourselves with 

this is through our ceremony. That's boundary. So we have a very unique there must be a reserved clause that's people out in America — to know what 
the difference between the people out issue. This issue sets precedent for exclusively for the Blackfoot — this is is going on out there, to see what they 
there and here. Anything that has to other Indian struggles over land. See, because of our treaties. We have to are doing to protect themselves and 
do with environment is through cer- the oil companies want to come into protect ourselves, our treaties, from their environment, how they are doing 
emony — this is how you understand the Badger-Two Medicine area, but any kind of threat. Even if it is some- it. And at the same time we can bring 
the universe, your own universe. they're not telling the public that there thing good, that sounds real good. We about our way of doing it. In order for 

"When we're talking environ- is not enough oil and gas to meet the must protect our treaty rights in every non-Blackfeet and Blackfeet to work 
ment we're talking about a very com- quotas. What they're concerned about aspect. So that's why it's necessary for on this issue together they have to fully 
plicated issue, because it's not just wil- is the precedent. They can come into us to put together our own wilderness understand where the other is coming 
derness or environment. It also means the Badger and break through all these proposal to protect this land — this from. I think that this is already hap- 
our economic development as a people, laws — sacred land, treaty rights, pris- Blackfoot wilderness. pening. The people in the communi- 

So we have to try and decide what tine land — if they can break that then "So I feel very optimistic now ties around us are becoming concerned 

would be the best for the land for us as it is a domino effect. So all these other with the wilderness bill gone. To us because they also are affected, 
a people to maintain our aboriginal tribes, they are all standing back Blackfoot people, that was a very big "People are realizing that the 

wildlands, sacred lands, and at the same watching for what's going to happen mess because of the people that put the native people of this land have some- 
time progress with economic develop- in the Badger. language in it really didn't know the thing to offer. A teaching on how to 

ment. So we're in a real awkward "When it comes to the contro- Blackfoot. Our own people that went stay on this land. How not to extract 

position. We have to deal with more versies surrounding the treaty rights along with them, now they have to try all the good things that we need to 
legal aspects than just environment our tribe is very divided. But gradually a little harder to convince all the people, survivewith. The sad thing is we had 
and wilderness by themselves. When we're all going under the same state- Because more people know and under- some of our people helping them in 
we present our case we're saying that ment. It is a sovereignty statement stand what they've done. They don't the name of the dollar. Well, we caught 
first of all, these are sacred lands, and that they own the land and don't have have the trust. They gambled and they those people. They can't do that any- 
secona is treaty rights, third is pristine to re-establish ownership. So now we failed. more. No more dealings like that, 

land, fourth, it's headwater country, have attorneys and other people will- "Blackfeet and the non-Indians "We have only one little area 

and fifth, it is a precedent area for ing to make a stand to regain owner- need to keep in touch, we need to left, all of the rest of it is already messed 
future public land issues. What we ship. But we, the Blackfoot-speaking know what is happening to that eco- up. We are only talking about a little 
have to do is make sure that this land area. They pushed us to the moun-_ 

remains under the Blackfoot under- 
standing of that treaty. When it comes 
down to it, it is really a human rights 
issue as well as civil rights. There is no 
where else in the world that is like this. 

It's Blackfoot land, it's Blackfoot treaty, 
it's Blackfoot sacred land, it's Blackfoot 
sacred practices. 

"When it comes to the legisla- 
tive or judicial area we have to remem- 
ber that above everything else this is a 
Blackfoot issue. Secondary it is envi- 
ronment and wilderness. We have to 
tell people who are monitoring this the 
true concerns of the Blackfeet. We 
have to tell the international commu- 
nity about this piece of land in the 
treaty of 1895 -96. If it wasn't a treaty, 

an agreement with the Blackfeet and Half-Dome Crag looms over land sacred to the Blackfeet, near proposed drill sites. 
people of the United States, then it 
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( tains, we need to protect this no w , LT 

’ they're going tn drill bark there thpv' re 
doing the same as we would be doing if 
we went to Saint Patrick's Cathedral 
and put a well down: same th ing. But 
I know many traditional Blackfeet 
people that wouldn't allow this to hap- 
pen. If they do decide to do this then 
they've killed one of the oldest pre- 
Columbian cultures left today. Not 
only would they kill our beliefs, but 
they also would kill our soul. We'd 
have no soul. Without a soul our 
physical being cannot exist anymore. 
This would be the last coup against the 
Blackfeet." 




Indigenous Abenaki Resist Genocide in Vermont: 

Natives and Earth First! Form Alliance 


By Orin Langelle 

From the federal and state occupied 
bioregion of the Dawnland: 

"We were nations before they got here. 
They raped our land, murdered our people 
and we're supposed to sit here and say 
nothing?" 

— Chief Homer St. Francis 

The Abenaki of the Dawnland, 
although respecting peace and all crea- 
tures that inhabit Mother Earth, wel- 
comed Giovanni da Verrazano's land- 
ing party in 1524 with a shower of 
arrows . Unfortunately that self-defense 
attempt was not enough to stop the 
invasion and Eurocentric onslaught 
that followed. 

Abenaki oral legend says 
contact with Europeans first began 
over 900 years ago when Norsemen 
visited the eastern shores. For centu- 
ries foreign occupation has raped the 
land and attempted to wipe out the 
indigenous people's culture through 
war, disease, repression. The Abenaki 
today are still fighting the occupiers. 

"We're fighting a paper war," 
says outspoken Chief Homer St. 
Francis. Although the Abenaki do 
not believe in the jurisdiction of the 
United States or Vermont's legal sys- 
tem, they are using the courts to 
fight the paper war. The Abenaki 
have signed no treaties with any gov- 
ernment, nor have they ceded any 
land to Vermont. The paper war is to 
try and re-establish their right to self- 
determination and sovereignty in an 
illegally occupied bioregion. Because 
of these efforts, repression and vio- 
lence have shown their ugly faces. 


In December of 1991, the per- 
sonal camp of Chief St. Francis was 
burned down near Swanton, Vermont. 
Although there were no human physi- 
cal injuries (this time), irreplaceable 
artifacts were destroyed in the confla- 
gration. Some of the artifacts were the 
chief's headdress, talking sticks and 
lithographs. An oil can was found on 
the scene and arson is more than sus- 
pected. Twenty days after the burning 
of the camp, Chief St. Francis was in- 
dicted on a bogus felony charge. 

These attacks are part of a pat- 
tern of the powers-that-be attempting 
to put down the Abenaki self-determi- 
nation movement. The present pat- 


0N WHAT GROUNDS 
DO yOU JUSTIFY 
VIOLATING OUR 
RIGHTS ? 


tive American license plates on their 
vehicles. The situation escalated to 
violent attacks on Chief St. Francis, 
other members of the tribe were bru- 
talized by state and local law officials. 
As testimony to this, Swanton Village 
police have been issued numchucks, a 
dangerous hand-held martial arts 
weapon that has been used by police 
against the Abenaki. 

None of this is particularly new 
to the Native population of this coun- 
try or to other indigenous peoples 
throughout the world. The American 
Indian Movement (AIM) had tremen- 
dous violence leveled on them through 
FBI instigation, and a number of AIM's 

PRECEDENT WEVE 
ALWAYS VIOLATED 
YOUR RIGHTS/ 



tern began with their fishing rights 
being violated and then harassment by 
the authorities for their display of Na- 


leaders were assassinated in a US gov- 
ernment attempt to break the poten- 
tially powerful Native American sover- 


eignty movement. The offensive 
against AIM culminated with the mas- 
sacre at Wounded Knee, South Dakota 
in 1973, and the political imprison- 
ment of AIM's Leonard Peltier. 

"Well, hell, that's the same 
thing going on here," said Chief St. 
Francis. "They're trying to get us to 
shoot one of their cops so it would give 
them the authority to move the army 
in, or whatever, to exterminate us. 

In a further act of repression, 
the Vermont Supreme Court ruled this 
June that Abenaki aboriginal rights had 
been extinguished "by the increasing 
weight of history." The ruling was 
immediately denounced by the 
Abenaki and their supporters. "We're 
headed for the US Supreme Court on 
this one," Chief St. Francis said. 

The Abenaki and Earth First! Alliance 

Although the 1991 Round River 
Rendezvous was held in the Green 
Mountains of the Dawnland, the be- 
ginnings of the Abenaki/Earth First! 
alliance occurred when Earth Firstlers 
visited the Tribal Council office last 
October to discuss a mini-hydro project 
on the Missisquoi River. The addition 
to the dam at Highgate Center will 
result in more habitat destruction and 
further destroy the ecological balance 
of the ecosystems as well as flood 
Abenaki sacred burial grounds. 

We were told that the Abenaki 
were not working with any environ- 
mental groups because the only time 
environmentalists came to them is 
when they needed something. Since 
Earth First! has a radical reputation and 

continued on page 28 


Earth First! Halts Columbus Day Traffic 


By The Biodiversity Liberation front 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
Earth First! showed opposition to the 
Columbus legacy of genocide, repres- 
sion and ecocide on October 9 and, 
October 12 (Indigenous Peoples Day). 
The two days of action were pledged in 
solidarity with indigenous peoples and 
all living creatures in this 500th year of 
forced euro- and anthropocentric 
domination and the 500th year of re- 
sistance to ecological and cultural 
devastation. 

October 9 — VT Supreme Court 
Sandbagged 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
Earth First!, Central Vermont Greens, 
and the All-Species Project joined with 
representatives of the Abenaki, Cree 
and Micmac in front of the Vermont 
Supreme Court in Montpelier to com- 
memorate the resistance and survival 
of Native Americans since the arrival of 
Columbus. The Supreme Court build- 
ing was chosen as a protest against the 
Court's decision this summer denying 
the ancestoral rights of Vermont's in- 
digenous Abenaki, which stated they 
lost these rights "due to the increasing 
weight of history," and most recently, 
the Court's decree denying the Cree 
people's appeal of the Vermont con- 
tract with Hydro-Quebec. This con- 
tract allows VT's utilities to buy $4 
billion worth of hydro-electric power 
from Hydro-Quebec while "washing 
their hands" from any responsibility of 
destroying Cree, Inuit, and Innu 
lifestyles and the further devastation 
of the important James Bay bioregion. 

A wigwam was set up close to 
the steps of the Supreme Court and a 
traditional pipe ceremony followed. 
After a speak-out, hundreds of pounds 


of sandbags were carried to the second 
floor of the Supreme Court by Earth 
First! and other folks from the com- 
munity where those in session were 
literally barricaded in their own 
chambers. Afterwords, a spontaneous 
street march occurred which blocked 
traffic and resulted in a cat and mouse 
game with the police. There were no 
arrests although one cop got yelled at 
by a passerby for stepping on the flag, 
which was his method of stopping 
people from dragging it on the ground. 

October 12 — One Arrest; Traffic 
Blockaded Near Hydro-Project 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
Earth First! rallied next to the Winooski- 
One hydro project in Winooski, Ver- 
mont on the 500th anniversary of the 
Columbus invasion. After the rally, 
about 25 Earth Firstlers blocked traffic 
on the Winooski-Burlington bridge, 
causing a major traffic jam of Colum- 
bus Day shoppers, forcing the stranded 
motorists to shut off their cars and 
watch construction of the hydro 
project. Winooski-One project owner 
John Warshow denied the comparison 
to genocidal Columbus by stating there 
are no indigenous people here. The 
Abenaki would be interested to hear 
this especially since Winooski is an 
Abenaki term meaning 'land where the 
onions grow.' 

With traffic at a standstill, one 
of the blockaded drivers, off-duty po- 
lice officer Michael Schirling, lunged 
his car forward in an attempt to force 
protestors out of his way. He got out 
of his car and started flashing his wallet 
with some sort of cop i.d. and ordered 
everybody off the bridge. He arrested 
Earth Firstler Anne Petermann who 



was standing on the sidewalk yelling, 
"Fascist!" So much for the Fitst 
Amendment. Earth Firstlers went 
her rescue and tried to prevent h 
arrest. One cuff was put on Petermann, 
by now on the ground, but the crowd 
refused to let her be dragged to the 
police car. Finally numchuks were 
pulled out and were used by one cop to 
put a compliance hold on her. During 
the melee, protesters watched 
Schirling's wallet mysteriously part 
from his body and jump into the 
Winooski River. Petermann was later 
released after being charged with disor- 
derly conduct. 

Leaving the bridge, 
the Earth First! contingent, 
some dressed in outrageous 
costumes, proceeded to 
march to the University of 
Vermont where more folks 
joined the demonstration. 

From the campus the 
march took over Main 
Street, further snarling 
traffic on the way to the 
Church Street Marketplace 
while protesters dragged 
and tore up Amerikan flags, 
handed out informational 
leaflets and hurled well- 
aimed rotten tomatoes 
(organic, of course) at 
banks, fraternities, city hall 
and assorted capitalist en- 
terprises celebrating the 
Columbus Day eco-geno- 
cide thing. 

The contingent of 
Earth Firstlers and other 
hooligans th en met up 
with yet more street theater 


people and performed skits on Church 
Street de-mythifying the Columbus 
"discovery" while combining opposi- 
tion to the present-day invasion of 
Hydro-Quebec into James Bay and the 
^culturally genocidal Vermont Supreme 
J!ourt rulings against Abenakis. 

Oh, yeah, before everybody 
yjent home, an Amerikan flag draped 
r set wa s smashed tor some reason or 
^YffTTp Ruriin gton cons loo iceq on 
ind laughed. 


Ms Chyff blocks, with her body, a Winooski Kop who is attempting 
to use numchuks on downed Earth Firstler Anne Petermann during 
a Biodiversity Liberation Front anti-Columbus blockade next to the 
Winooski One hydro project in Vermont. Bad cop, no donut 1 
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More Letters... 


continued from page 3 

We'd like to see some substan- 
tial explorations on sexuality, gender, 
and sexism in our tribe. Is there any 
new information on alternative health 
care? An advanced freighthopping guide 
is in the works. Does anyone out there 
want to tell us about their first experi- 
ence or ask any questions about hoboing 
that haven't been answered in past 
LWODsl Got a good freighthopping 
tale to tell, send it in. And of course, be 
creative. What do you want to see on 
our hallowed pages? Either write it up 
or let us know yer suggestions. 

As always, subscriptions and 
back issues are free. Here in Portland we 
have a few #2s and lotsa #3, and #1 has 
become a collector's item. Please help 
us with some bucks if ya got any, but 
most importantly send us yer submis- 
sion. 

—Big Tom, LWOD, POB 13765, Port- 
LAND, OR 97213 


Dear EF! and/or Shit for brains, 

The whole American system 
(and as far as i’m concerned the whole 
world system) is built around male 
decisions, male desire and male greed. 
The government is one giant 
patriarchial, sexist homophobic, racist, 
environment destroying soup. They 
play the game and as soon as we start 
asking permission and think we're 
playing successfully, they change the 
rules. We can't play their game any 
more. Asking permission doesn't work, 
it only gives them more power. Being 
a woman and a feminist, I'm creating 
my own game and my own reality. I 
believe women have the power to 
change the course of history (herstory) 
forever and that includes saving the 
planet from disaster. Women are life 
givers, not life destroyers. The patri- 
archy has imprisoned women's cre- 
ativity and power for too long and it's 
time we took it back. 

I'd like to thank EF! for not 
being an institutional organization. It 
is very individual, not hierarchical. I 
read the EF! Journal because I DON'T 
read patriarchial garbage. So thank 
you EF! and thank you to all of the men 
and women out there who are building 
a more peaceful ecosystem without the 
bricks of patriarchy. You are beautiful. 

Love, 

— Suzanne Morrison, Plymouth, NH 


Dear Superlatives for brains: 

Will the REAL "largest roadless 
area in the lower contiguous 48 states" 
please stand up? It seems that every 
time I receive a piece of EF! propaganda 
regarding forest rape, it happens to 
boast that dubious honor! Does the 
roadless area in question just slither 
hither and thither about the country, 


SFB: 

I would like to express my 
opinion on the role of intoxicants within 
the Earth First! movement. It seems to 
me that it has become far too great. This 
is especially true of alcohol and, in some 
places, marijuana. 

I do not believe that there is no 
room for intoxicants in any of our lives. 

Some people seem to be able to use 
alcohol and/or marijuana in relatively 
harmless ways and still be healthy and 
productive. But often, this is not what 
I see happening within Earth First!. 

Regardless of which substances 
are being used, people who do not en- 
joy intoxicants or who cannot use them 
because of a history of chemical de- 
pendency are likely to eventually start 
to feel like there is no place for them 
within the movement. There is little 
effort to create substance-free spacesUf coining to the aid of brainlocked EF! 

poster wizards? Or could the bouncing 

label merely reflect the fragmentation 
of roadless areas — no thanks to the 
Freddies? Verily, I cannot know. If 
somebody out there is privy to such 
crucial information, and can break the 
code of "radical-ese," please! please! 
Help those of us who are baffled by 
these "pleas." 

Most Sincerely (more so than 
any other activist 

—The Most Confused Activist in the 
Lower Contiguous 48 States 

Dear Tribe, 

Must we waste precious space 
debating something as obvious as over- 
population? Just as with the debate 
over whether the world is round, it is 
time to move on. 

Another topic: I have Earth 
First! friends who are hunters. I have 
Earth First! friends who are anti-hunt- 
ing. I do not doubt the commitment of 
either group to the cause of defending 
the wild lands. But I ask both, in the 
interest of defending the integrity of 
our home planet, to leave their dis- 
agreement behind when gathering with 
the Earth First! tribe. Pax vobiscum. 
Sincerely yours, 

—Hank Bruse, 235 Travis Drive, Wis- 
consin Rapid, WI 54494 


evehts. - 

— It-also strikes me as somewhat 

inconsistent to protest the dumping of 
toxic substances into rivers and then 
dump toxic substances into ourselves, 
to protect the polluting of the air and 
then pollute the air we breathe our- 
selves. 

Some people may resent lump- 
ing marijuana, alcohol, and other sub- 
stances together. "Marijuana isn't a 
drug," they will say, "it is an herb." 

The idea that something cannot 
be both a drug and an herb is absurd. It 
is true that God/Goddess/Earth created 
this planet, but also created toadstools. 
This doesn't mean that we are obliged 
to ingest them, as any biocentrist should 
know. 

Tt is this way of thinking which 
has made the hemp awareness move- 
ment so ineffective. As a writer, I feel 
badly about using so much paper, and 
would be happy if it were made out of 
something other than trees. But the fact 
that hemp can be used to make paper, 
cloth, rope, and other things has nothing 
to do with whether or not it is harmless 
as an intoxicant. In fact, the type of 
hemp used for cloth and paper is almost 
totally useless as an intoxicant. If the 
general public perceives that most of 
the people who promote the use of 
hemp for paper smoke a lot of it, they 
will dismiss the whole concept as a pipe 
dream. 

Besides all of these problems, it 
f seems only logical that our chances of 
saving the planet are better if we are 
thinking clearly. It is only our adversar.- 
ies who benefit when we monkey^ 
wrerTth uui bruins. 


—Ethan Davidson San Fransico, CA. 


SFB: 

As an animal rights activist, I 
must differ from Arcy in the Mabon 
issue who states that animal rights is 
not compatible with Earth First be- 
cause it does not follow the natural 
order as Earth First! does. 


Animal rights has never argued 
with the natural order and has never 
believed in the elimination of natural 
predators. Animal rights is first and 
foremost against human predators who 
kill by hunting, farming and commer- 
cial exploitation. In the same way 
Earth First! reacts when logging is car- 
ried out by predators who are not ani- 
mals. 

In fact, like Arcy, animal rights 
has often criticized hunters for taking 
the prime stock instead of nature's way 
of taking the weakest. Taking the best 
in hunting and industry does not in- 
volve the natural order which leads to 
evolution. 

Arcy is strongly for the pres- 
sure and threat involved with the 
predator system. This is a fine assump- 
tion of nature. Animal rights wants to 
end the pressure and threat involving 
human predators which goes against 
nature. Animal rights goes along with 
humane euthanasia to end the suffer- 
ing of the ill and infirmed in accordance 
with the natural order. To state that 
animal rights is against the natural 
order is to be misinformed to the 
highest degree. Animal rights wants 
animals to die when nature takes its 
course. , 

—Fighting Flo 


Dear Shit for Brains: 

I attended the '92 RRR (my 5th 
RRR back to '80) and was, as usual, re- 
energized, inspired and empowered. 
This RRR was, as usual, in a place of 
spectacular natural beauty. And I feel 
that the Colorado hosts had done a 
first class job of organizing the event. 

But my 3-day attendance was 
marred by the paranoia that pervades 
some fellow individual attendees at 
these events since the Arizona 4 ordeal. 
I had attended some workshops on 
Thursday, and after dinner and a few 
drinks, headed for the group -circle to 
enjoy the festivities. Drums were beat- 
ing out a fantastic rhythm and I wanted 
to capture the flavor of this RRR fire 
circle for those back home who couldn't 
attend. I took out my pocket recorder 
which I use to take notes and recorded 
what turned out to be 15 seconds of 
drum beats. Shortly thereafter, I was 
approached by two strangers who asked 
me in an intimidating, accusing man- 
ner: "Did you just put something in 
your pack?" and demanded to inspect 
my belongings. When I realized they 
were serious, I suddenly felt like I had 
been under surveillance by the FBI, 
Gestapo, or worse. It turns out that the 
peppercorn-sized "record" light on my 
tiny recorder had been seen by these 
two strangers and they suspected I was 
using a video recorder. I showed my 
little pocket recorder to one of the RRR 
organizers, who had now joined the 
original duo of accusers, but was out- 
raged at being subjected to this kind of 
treatment. 

The complete trust of everyone 
at RRRs is gone, and maybe for the 
better. But this means that the FBI has 
won at least a partial victory in its 
campaign to intimidate us into a dys- 
functional state. Anyone attending 
such a function should be savvy enough 
to know not to say anything incrimi- 
nating outside of a circle of well-known 
friends. Anyone attending such a 
function should expect to have their 
photograph and vehicle license taken. 
We should not let such paranoia as I 
witnessed cripple the movement. 


That's what the FBI wants. Instead, 
everyone there should stand up proudly 
and be counted for a movement he or 
she believes in and feels strongly for. 

If enough people who attend 
RRRs feel uncomfortable with cameras 
and recorders, then a policy should be 
established and made clear to every- 
one attending (or, better yet, everyone 
contemplating attending). 

Sincerely, 

—Dick Doublyoo, The Great Divide 


Dear EF! Journal staff 

Please, please, please, change 
the name of the letters section to some- 
thing less offensive. 

The EF! Journal is an excellent 
source of information and a very im- 
portant forum for radical ecological 
discussion. On many occasions I have 
attempted to illustrate (a) point(s) I'm 
making with info from the EF! Journal. 
Usually, the only thing that the liberal 
environmentalist or corporate eco- 
fucker remembers from this exchange 
is the profanity — NOT the important 
information. We are not gaining any 
credibility by emblazoning "Dear Shit 
for Brains" in large font (or small font) 
across our valuable pages. 

Although our collective anger, 
which produces offensive language, is 
understandable, it is not productively 
used in this way. 

Please consider a name change. 

Sincerely, 

— Emmett Muir 


Earth First: 

I just read the most recent issue 
of the Journal after not having looked 
at it for several years. It's taking on the / 
features of its old glory — you are to be-- 
commended. 

Very interesting reading! 

Sincerely, 

—George Sessions 


Earth First: 

One third of the population of 
this country lives on the East Coast. I 
just wanted you to know there are a 
large number of silent Americans out 
here who want you to know how much 
we appreciate what you folks are doing 
for us and for the earth. You're sacri- 
fices are making a difference and will 
not be forgotten. Many are ready to 
join with you and with us in the sal- 
vation of what is left of Mother Earth. 

Thank God for EFers. 

—Uncle Chunk 
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Poems should be sent to: 

Warrior Poets Society 

Bancroft & Telegraph 

ASUC Box 361 

Armed with 

Visions 

Berkeley, CA 94720-1111 


all rights reserved to the authors 


Ahwaneechee Mortar Holes, Yosemite Loop 


A flat rock 

surrounded by high granite cliffs 
a few steps off the trail. 

The sun-warmed surface, smooth 

places to sit 
feet hanging off: 




the cliffs 
and stars walking 


a circle of holes 
three inches apart, 

filled with black oak leaves 
inside wet and cool 

for grinding 

with pestle shaped to the jt 

short-fingered hands m 

acorns in good season, mush cooked in baskets wj 

with hot stones ^ 

or baked into bread ^ 

wrapp’d in leaves 

bitter tannins 
washed through 

water from the splashing creek. Buckeyes 

when oak- 
moths flourish 

men got to the groves dancing. 
Women sing 

“the rise and fall of the pounding 
stones 

was the sound of ‘home’” 

Ahwaneechee, Maidu, trails. Around 
these flat places. What is 


sacred? People worked here. 


Steve Silberman 


Song of the Late-Twentieth- 
Century Forest People 

Tom between the peace of the woods 
and our hauntedness, 

Egoless noncommotion 

and the knowledge that we must act. 

Messages of the heart 
and messages of the head. 

The beauty of the oak 
and the ugliness of the mall. 

We stagger forward. 

Fractured selves in a fractured world. 

Grasping for and pushing away serenity. 

Pierced with visions we cannot give time to. 
Attempting to persist and live through a sickness 
Which afflicts, by necessity, even its healers. 

In a culture of excess, we are caught in the middle. 
Doing too much, yet never doing enough. 

But the gap in the Dreamtime will not last forever. 
We accept tire struggle for what it is. 

W. L. Coyote 


PROGRESS COMES SLOW TO 
THE APACHE FOR VICTORIO AND 
OTHER EARLY ENVIRONMENTALISTS 
“Gourd Clan members in their skirmishes with the 
U.S. Cavalry vied with each other for the honor of 
capturing a live bugler. If the bugler refused to 
play at the Clan’s victory dance he would be 
killed. If he played well enough he might be 
released unharmed.’— /o/w Bierhorst, introduction 
to the Kiowa Gourd Dance Song 

Now, 

Modem rules 
have exchanged quality 
for quantity, 
music for noise. 

Yet, things remain different 
near Santa Fe. 

I heard that Valentino and Kit Carson 
are alive and well 

deep in the mountains of New Mexico, 
where the players have escaped the script 

And, as long 

as they keep playing the bugle 
for the locals, 
they will be spared. 

Lone Wolf Circles 




UNDER A NEW MOON 

Humus beneath 
boots my fingers 
tickle redwoods 
as lungs devour air 
as crisp 

as a chilled granny smith 
time short 
my draughts deep 
I cover 

twenty-five yards 
to the next 
delectable 
diesel. 

Keith A. Dodson 


Head Cheese From Head 
Cheeses 

3 bureaufats (in charge of overseeing grizzly bear 
recovery) 

large vat of sour milk 
salt 

beat and whip bureaufats into a gooey paste, 
adding salt appropriately, place in pigs’ heads (if 
not already in pigs’ heads), suspend upside down 
in sour milk, cook thoroughly. place in 
dumpsters in West Yellowstone or Cooke City to 
age. (hope that age brings wisdom.) 

from the kitchen of Eric Holle 




Am Ex Might 
Ax East Fork! 


By Mike Stabler 

Semi-regular readers of 
the Earth First! Journal know that 
American Express teamed up 
with developer Dan McCarthy 
years ago to build (yet another) 
massive ski resort in Colorado. 

Known as the East Fork Joint 
Venture (EFJV), its white and 
wet dream was to plunk a mas- 
sive ski resort (bigger than Vail) 
surrounded by national forest, 
and bordering the San Juan 
Wilderness Area. 

Opposition came from 
many sectors. Earth Firstier's 
helped educate the public and 
American Express with demon- 
strations, stickers, handouts, and 
rubber stamps. Other tactics 
included challenging permit re- 
quirements, looking for rare 
wildlife, and getting involved 
with the Forest Service process. 

One local activist even ran for 
County Commisioner to give 
more clout to the permitting 
process! 

All of this energy may 
have paid off. EFJV had long been ru- 
mored to have run out of money and 
were whining about too many studies 
beingrequired. EFJV requested a 3 year 
extension of its July 1994 deadline to 
begin construction. On August 17, 
1992, San Juan Forest Supervisor Bill 
Sexton denied the extension. 

This may not be the last breath 
of the EFJV or some other evil develop- 



EGIONAL 

OUNDUP 


News From the Bioregions 



American Indian Movement and supporters celebratate Columbus Day 
Parade cancellation. 


ment group. As long as the private 
inholding remains, and as long as the 
Freddies' only green orientation is 
money, then the real threat of future 
development exists. 

Therefore, don't relinquish the 
boycott! Keep the pressure up on 


American Express to aquire full inter- 
est in EFJV and donate it to a non-profit 
environmental group. AMEX could 
actually get some good press out of the 
venture! Write to James D. Robinson 
III, Chief Executive Officer, American 
Express Corp, World Financial Cen- 
ter, New York, NY 10285. 


Chevron 
Targetted for 
Toxic Racism 


By Dave Collins 
This past July, in another blow 
to the environment, Chevron 
began oil production in Papua 
New Guinea. Chevron, along 
with five other oil companies, 
laid the groundwork for opera- 
tions back in 1989. Chevron 
has constructed a mini refinery, 
a network of roads leading from 
the well sites to the central pro- 
cessing facility, as well as a 160- 
mile long pipeline which passes 
through a pristine rainforest and 
a vast area of mangrove. The 
project site is located near Lake 
Kutubu, and has greatly dis- 
rupted the lives of the indig- 
enous people and their forest 
homelands. (See Earth First! 
Journal, June; "Chevron to get 
Bougainvilled") 

Rainforest Action Network, the 
West County Toxins Coalition, 
and other activist groups in 
demonstration at both Chev- 
ron corporate headquarters in 
downtown San Francisco, and at its 
refinery in Richmond, California, to 
protest Chevron's involvement in 
Papua New Guinea as well as it's prac- 
tices locally. 

On Tuesday, September 8th, a 
news conference was held in front of 


Olympic Park Rendezvous Masacree 

By Howler 

Five hikers trying to reach the 
Northwest Earth First! Rendezvous were 
detained by the Park Service in Olym- 
pic National Park, Washington on Oc- 
tober 2, 1992 at the Boulder Creek 
Trailhead. 

Prior to this Rendezvous, four 
Seattle Earth Firstlers visited the corpo- 
rate office of Daishowa America Corp. 

We warned Daishowa that we would 
organize a boycott of their paper prod- 
ucts if they demanded monetary com- 
pensation from Congress if the dam 
was removed and they had to buy more 
expensive electricity elsewhere. Ac- 
cording to Cat Hoffman, Spokespod 
for the Park Service, Daishowa had her 
believing we were going to blow up the 
dams and power lines (something 
must've gotten lost in the translation). 

In response, according to Cat, the Park 
Service, District Attorney, and 
Daishowa came up with a security and 
persecution plan for our Rendezvous. 

Little did we know what awaited us 
when we came to the rendezvous look- 
ing for some camaraderie and music. 

We were greeted by a sign on 
the park road which read: "Earth First 
Go Home, Spikes in Road, Kill Earth 
First." We parked our vehicle and 
stared to hike toward the backcountry 
campground about two miles away. As 
we did, an unidentified person with a 
flashlight demanded we stop and 
identify ourselves. Soon we were fol- 


lowed, and a roadblock was set up 
ahead. This time it was revealed that 
several National Park Service Thugs, 
including Chris Smith with the flash- 
light, were illegally impeding our 
progress and demanding identification 
even though we had a backcountry 
permit in our pos- 
session. We asked 
what their names 
and badge numbers 
were, if they were 
arresting us, and 
what was their 
probable cause. 

A p p a r - 
ently, Park Service 
Thug Kurt Sauer 
found one woman's 
five foot, five inch 
frame so threaten- 
ing that he grabbed 
her by the hair, 
slammed her 
against their ve- 
hicle, jerked her 
head around a few 
times, and then put 
her in handcuffs, 
later claiming he, 

"...did it for his own 

protection." Pretty rough treatment 

for an unidentified hiker. 

Three of us were handcuffed 
and with two additional people were 
taken to the park office for question- 



ing. We handcuffed folks were handed 
citations for $200 each for allegedly 
"interfering with agency function..." 
and "failure to obey a lawful order." 
We will be contesting the charges in 
federal court and are planning a civil 
suit against the Park Service, District 
Attorney, 
Diashowa and oth- 
ers for conspiracy, 
false imprison- 
ment, assault, bat- 
tery and possibly 
other charges. 

For more in- 
formation contact: 
Seattle Earth First! 
POB 60164, Seattle, 
WA 98160. To ex- 
press your solidar- 
ity call Superinten- 
dent Maureen 
Finnerty, (206) 452- 
0315, and tell her 
that you are con- 
cerned about your 
personal safety 
when you hike in 
the park, and Kurt 
Sauer, to remind 
him what a jerk he 
is (206) 457-4190 or Kurt's boss Bill 
Pierce (206) 452-4501. 





Chevron's corporate headquarters on 
Market St., in San Francisco. Spon- 
sored by the West County Toxics Coa- 
lition (based in Richmond), Chevron 
was criticized for being negligent in 
maintaining a good environmental 
record internationally and for an in- 
crease in dangerous accidents in the 
Richmond area. 

On Saturday a rally, followed 
by a march, was held at Point Rich- 
mond. Many of the speakers were folks 
who had suffered medical problems as 
a result of the accidents, and, in many 
cases, were dependent upon medica- 
tion and breathing apparatus. Follow- 
ing the rally, a march made its way to 
Chevron's west gate, where a symbolic 
dumping of "toxic waste" (in this case, 
water mixed with dry ice) took place. 
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Buying Swampland in Florida 

Green Swamp Preserve Could Sustain Panthers and Bears 


By Mad Hatter 

Now all those who share the 
deep ecology philosophy, encompassed 
by most Earth Firstlers, realize that the 
old joke, "Hey, I've got some swamp- 
land I'd like to sell ya" doesn't get a lot 
of chuckles, especially here in Florida. 

Concerned activists in Central 
Florida have been fighting for years to 
seek protection for one of the most 
environmentally sensitive areas in our 
state, the Green Swamp. 

On August 21st, the Conserva- 
tion and Recreational Lands commit- 
tee (CARL) voted 4-2 to begin the 
purchase process which would even- 
tually place 216,520 acres of Green 
Swampland, in public ownership. The 
Florida Legislature, in 1972, created an 
area of special state protection of 
295,000 acres in response to dramatic 
development pressure. 

The Green Swamp is a mixture 
of dry and wet land that covers 544,000 
acres of Central Florida. Mucn ot tne 
area is high pine flatlands and wiregrass 
savannahs. Five of Florida's major riv- 
ers, the Peace, Hillsborough, 
Withlacoochee, Oklawaha and the 
Kissimmee begin their flow from the 
Green Swamp. In fact, the Green 
Swamp supplies 70 percent of Florida's 
water. 

Since the mid 60's, the South- 
west Florida Water Management Dis- 
trict (Swiftmud) has acquired 55,000 
acres of the Green Swamp floodplain 


By Keith Hammer 

A number of grassroots conser- 
vation groups filed suit in US District 
Court for the District of Montana on 
September 8, seeking to halt illegal 
logging and road building in the Upper 
Yaak area of the Kootenai National 
Forest until essential environmental 
protection measures, dismissed in 1990, 
are reinstated. According to the Fish 
and Wildlife Service, over-cutting of 
forests in the Upper Yaak is jeopardiz- 
ing the continued existence of the 
Cabinet-Yaak grizzly bear. 

The Montana Ecosystems De- 
fense Council, Cabinet Resource Group, 
Montana Wilderness Association, and 
Save the Yaak Committee filed suit 
against the U.S. Forest Service and the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service for their 
roles in authorizing a 90 million board 
foot, 4-year, Upper Yaak timber pro- 
gram in 1990 (Alternative 9A). 

The Upper Yaak timber sale 
program violates the National Forest 
Management Act, the Administrative 
Procedures Act, the National Environ- 
mental Policy Act, and the Endangered 
Species Act. The lawsuit asks thecourt: 
1) to stop all illegal timber harvest and 
road construction in the Upper Yaak 
until a legally and biologically adequate 
EIS and timber sale program is prepared, 
specifically exempting small Special 
Salvage Timber Sales of lodgepole pine 
along open roads and those which 
comply with all wildlife management 
standards, 2) to order that 20 percent 
of the volume of timber sales in the 
Upper Yaak be sold as Special Salvage 
Timber Sales, under a delayed payment 
schedule to enable local independent 
loggers to survive economically, and 3) 
for an order directing the USFS to nego- 
tiate with plaintiffs while the lawsuit is 
being heard, in order to allow the har- 
vest of dead and dying lodgepole pine, 
provided such harvest complies with 
all standards for wildlife security and 


which it maintains as a preserve. Also 
to its credit, Swiftmud has restored 
nearly 3,000 acres of land previously 
clearcut by Cummer Cypress Com- 
pany during the late 1920's and early 
1930's. 

The 1970's and 80's saw the 
Green Swamp under siege. Developers 
from all comers of the globe began 
buying up portions of the Swamp. All 
told, there were 27 planned develop- 
ment projects which would cover ap- 
proximately 16,600 acres of the Geen 
Swamp with golf courses, malls, resi- 
dential homes, office buildings, "rec- 
reational vehicle" spaces and septic 
tanks. 

Not only would this be a nail 
in the coffin of-some 30 species of rare 
plants and animals, but from a anthro- 
pocentric view, the Green Swamp is 
part of the Floridian Aquifer, a prime 
groundwater recharge area, which 
provides drinking water to tne over- 
developed, most densely populated 
areas in Florida. 

People in drought stricken 
Central Florida began wondering 
whether the natural resources could 
withstand the further pressure ap- 
proximately 100,000 humans would 
bring, particularly when Swiftmud 
came out with new figures stating that 
central Florida and west central Florida 
would be out of drinking water by the 
year 2020, even without the addition 


habitat effectiveness. 

MEDC Co-chair Keith Hammer 
laid the blame for the lawsuit squarely 
on the shoulders of the Forest Service 
and its "less than arm's length" rela- 
tionship with the corporate industry. 
"In bowing to pressure from the timber 
industry, the Forest Service knowingly 
abandoned the only legal alternative 
in its EIS. If the timber industry wants 
a steady, sustainable supply of timber, 
it should stop calling in political heavies 
to force the federal government to 
violate the law... We're simply trying 
to see that what does go on up there 
complies with law and protects both 
the environment and local loggers." 

All new timber sales and road- 
building projects in the upper Yaak Valley 
will be stayed for six months under a court 
agreement between the groups filing suit 
and the Forest Service. 

Missoulian, Oct. 20 



of these further humans. 

Regional planners, after years 
of granting approval for most devel- 
opment requests, were now going over 
requests with the proverbial "fine- 
toothed comb." Restrictions on devel- 
opment and the establishing of a core 
area to be bought by the public for 
protection were proposed. Then came 
the shocker! On November 6, 1991, 
the Central Florida Regional Planning 
Council rejected plans for the Lexing- 
ton Park project and its estimated 
community of 40,000 residents. The 
council concluded that this develop- 
ment posed a threat to drinking water, 
wetlands, the Hillsborough and 
Withacoochee rivers, and wildlife. Not 
to say anything of the possibility that 
strip development, (7-Eleven's, 
McDonalds, Burger King and others), 
would be attracted to this rural area. 

Development projects began 
falling like dominoes. Taskforces urged 
protection for the entire Green Swamp. 
A nerve had been hit. Thisareaneeds 
to be given the highest priority when 
the CARL committee reconvenes to 
discuss priority ranking of proposed 
projects in December. The area is large 
enough to support re-introduction of 
the critically endangered Florida pan- 


Grannies Go 
Radical in 
Marlborough 
Country 

By Uncle Chunk 

Marlborough Township in 
Pennsylvania has been bitterly involved 
in a heated battle with a developer who 
wants to build 746 townhomes (com- 
plete with large sewer treatment plant) 
on the banks of the Unami creek. The 
Unami courses through the middle of 
the largest contiguous forest in the five 
counties surrounding Philadelphia and 
directly through Marlborough Town- 
ship; population 3,100 or so. The 
Unami creek is one of the last remain- 
ing "clean" streams (10 miles long from 
start to finish) within 50 miles of Phila- 
delphia and we are going to make sure, 
by whatever means necessary, that it 
remains intact and that the ecosystem 
surrounding it survives. The 746 
townhome project would double the 
population of our township and the 
sewer plant is sure to kill everything 
which lives in the waters of the Unami. 

Several hundred of the citizens 
of Marlborough T ownship have banded 
together to fight this developer. We 
have even begun to actively protest 
and picket the developer's businesses; 
not surprising because 50 of the pro- 
testers were left with dry or contami- 
nated wells after the greed-merchant 
drilled a test well last year. 

Like most of my neighbors, I 
have never been involved in protests 
or picketing before this assault on our 
beautiful area of nature's greenery. We 
have gone from Grannies to activists 
and have even started an Earth First! 
chapter (however unofficial it may be) 
in our area in answer to this greedy 
developer's plan for destruction. 

Just the mention of our Earth First! 
chapter sends shivers through the 
developer's heart and mind. We love 
it! We are ready! 


Don't Hack the Yaak 

Lawsuit Filed to Halt Illegal Logging 


ther. The Florida black bear may roam 
there. This is by far the largest wilder- 
ness area left in central Florida. 

If you are a Florida resident or 
just a concerned conservationist please, 
write to the CARL committee at the 
address below. Especially write to the. 
Florida Department of Natural Re- 
sources and the Division of Historical 
Resources. They were a dissenting 
voice heard against purchasing the 
Green Swamp! 

Ms. Virginia B, Wetherell, Ex- 
ecutive Director, Department of Natu- 
ral Resources, Marjory Stoneman Dou- 
glas Building, Room 1009A, 3900 
Commonwealth Boulevard, M. S. 15, 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000, 
Phone: (904)488-1554. 

Mr. George Percy, Director, 
Division of Historical Resources, De- 
partment of State, R.A. Gray, Building, 
Room 305, 500 South Bronough Street, 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-OZSO, 
Phone: (904)488-1480. 

Dr. O. Greg Brock, Environ- 
mental Administrator, Department of 
Natural Resources, Capital Center, 
Building c-1, Room 20 Q , 3900 Com- 
monwealth Boulevard, M.S. 140, Talla- 
hassee, Florida 32399-3000, Phone: 
(904)487-1750 FAX: 922-4250 

The Great 
Whoopie 
Cat Tree 
Heist 

The United States Forest Ser- 
vice (USFS) has prematurely imple- 
mented a Management Plan that ig- 
nores the growing public sentiment 
favoring preservation and pending law 
suits. In June, largely through the 
efforts of Congressman Sidney Yates, 
the House of Representatives passed an 
Appropriations Bill which included 
language eliminating funds for all 1993 
Shawnee timber sales. The Shawnee 
protection language was killed by the 
Senate Appropriations Sub-committee 
on September 23. Immediately, sub- 
sequent to the failure of this bill, 
hardwood cutting resumed in the 
Shawnee National Forest. The USFS 
allowed Brent Logging Co. to proceed 
with the cutting of the big trees on 
Whoopie Cat Mountain, located in 
Hardin County, Southeastern Illinois. 
Concerned citizens were not notified 
until days after the fact. 

A protest camp to raise public 
awareness was established at Whoopie 
Cat Lake by the Shawnee Defense Fund 
and the Regional Association of Con- 
cerned Environmentalists on Septem- 
ber 26. Now camped for 14 days, the 
citizens vow to stay for the duration of 
the cutting. 

Anyone interested in attending 
the Wake for the Big Trees is being 
asked to visit Whoopie Cat, to pay last 
respects to this unique forest habitat 
before it is destroyed. Those who can- 
not, may call, Senator Paul Simon (202) 
224-2152; Carol Mosely Braun (312) 
541-9292; and Congressman Glenn 
Poshard (618) 985-6300 to voice their 
concerns, and to encourage them to 
conduct on-site inspections with the 
media to document the damages. 

— Source: Shawnee Defense Fund 
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Direct Action in the San Juan Mountains of Colorado 



By Daniel Johnson 

Remember the post Rendez- 
vous action at the local AMOCO, I 
mean Scamoco, headquarters in 
protest of the Coalbed Methane 
Drilling (see Lughnasadh 1992)? 
Briefly, what is at issue, is the con- 
struction of roads and drill pads on 
National Forest Lands to tap into 
methane trapped in coalbeds. This 
is an unconventional type of drill- 
ing, meaning that it is more difficult 
and expensive to conduct then con- 
ventional drilling methods. How- 
ever, tax credits, which were initi- 
ated to promote domestic produc- 
tion of energy, makes this otherwise 
unprofitable project feasible. In 
other words, Scamoco is on welfare. 
The environmental costs of this 
boondoggle adventure include con- 
tamination of drinking water, de- 
struction of wildlife habitat, noise 
and air pollution, and soil erosion. 

September 14 Scamoco be- 
gan construction at the site. A San 
Juan Citizens Alliance meeting was held 
that night, which was attended by San 
Juan Earth First! and other activists. 
Several of the local people in the room 
had fought this project for eight years, 
had gone through all the legal channels, 
and still they had lost. As they dis- 
cussed the pros and cons of direct ac- 
tion, most of which were pros, I felt like 
I was almost witnessing the first faint 
signs of revolution. These were busi- 
ness people, farmers, film producers, 
and computer operators who had been 
pushed too far by the government and 
corporations. Some of them even had 
Scamoco wells on their own property 
(not of course with their consent). 
Furthermore, they knew that some of 
the people working for the contractor 
on this project were neighbors or ac- 


quaintances. It was finally decided 
that a presence would be made the 
next day at the drill site and the course 
of action decided upon. 

At the break of dawn, Earth 
Firstiers and Alliance members arrived 
at the site, then waited forroadbuilders 
and the press. An hour crept by and the 
press arrived, but no road builders. 
Soon, sounds ofbuzzing chainsaws was 
heard in the distance. Folks responded 
by marching a half mile over the over- 
grazed fields to the site of cutting, which 
was brought to a halt as activists en- 
circled the skidder and got in the way 
of the fellers. Two days later work was 
again halted, which lead the Forest 
Service to issue an enclosure bringing 


protests to a halt. 

No Pasaran (You will not pass) 

During the evening of Septem- 
ber 27 Ancient Forest Rescue and San 
Juan Earth First! began a road rehabili- 
tation project to enforce a road closure. 
This occurred on the Monument Park 
which access the South Monument Park 
Timber Sale, an oldgrowth sale with 
monstrous Douglas-fir, white pine and 
ponderosa. Towering barricades ap- 
peared on the road that evening with 
an ancient Doug-fir weighing close to a 
ton anchoring the first one. 

The next morning six indi- 
viduals were awaken by Forest Service 
Special Agents not far from the barri- 


cades. The area was cordoned off as a 
crime scene and the six were arrested 
as suspects. When asked if they had 
built the barricades one of the sus- 
pects flatly stated, "Do you think the 
six of us could have rolled that giant 
log by ourselves?" We all of course 
know they hadn't, and that the forest 
nymphs we heard laughing in the 
dark the night before perhaps did 
know. 

Stone Container Corporation 
is said to be behind schedule for com- 
pleting this sale because logging was 
halted during the Earth First! Round 
River Rendezvous out of fear of pro- 
test. 


Appalachia 

Eschews 

Factories 

Air pollution is threatening the 
southern Appalachian Mountains, 
forcing the federal government to pro- 
pose banning new factories in the area. 
The National Park Service and the US 
Forest Service don't want any new in- 
dustries within 120 miles of 5 million 
acres of public forest unless existing 
factories reduce their pollution emis- 
sions. State agencies, however, con- 
tend the recommended pollution con- 
trols are beyond what is required by 
federal law and that to comply would 
slow economic growth. 

— Source: Appalachian Connection 


Spraying Threatens Yurok People in California 


By Dave Collins 

Northern California's Klamath 
River has, for centuries, provided the 
Yurok with spiritual and physical sus- 
tenance. Now, after more than ten years 
of herbicide spraying in nearby forests, 
many Yurok fear that the Klamath and 
its lands are killing them. 

According to Yurok leaders and 
environmentalists, increasing numbers 
of people on the 3,000 member reser- 
vation are developing cancers beyond 
the average rate, and are suffering from 
a widening variety of other ailments, 
including miscarriages. 

Citing aerial spraying of her- 
bicides such as Garlon-4 and 2, 4-D, 
residents, not surprisingly, lay the 
blame at the door of the timber in- 
dustry. Industry officials, however, 
deny that there is any link between 
ailments and the spraying operations, 
which they claim are closely monitored 
by the companies involved and pose 
little or no threat to the environment 
or human health. 

Ryan Hamilton, spokesman for 
Simpson Timber Co., states: "We're 
not aware of any documented prob- 
lems. The only reason we spray is 
because it is part of the forest man- 
agement program , and usually we spray 
only once over a number of years." 

Although health officials from 
both the local inter-tribal clinic and 
California's Cancer Surveillance Section 
say they lack the data to link herbicides 
with cancer increase, they do not rule 
out the possibility of such a connection . 


Dolores Hilton, a grandmother and a 
veteran teacher's aide living near the 
mouth of the river at the town of Kla- 
math, is one of the folks being studied. 
She said she had two major seizures 
after a helicopter sprayed Garlon-4 
during repeated passes near her home 
one afternoon in 1985. 

"I still have problems with my 
eyes burning," Hilton said, adding that 
her doctors believe that toxins in the 
spray have affected her nervous sys- 
tem. 

Although the Hiltons have 
settled with Miller- 
Rellim Redwood, 
the company in- 
volved, and got an 
injunction against 
local spraying 
three years ago, the 
herbicide opera- 
tions have since 
resumed. 

In recent 
weeks, Yurok ac- 
tivists and other 
environmental- 
ists, including 
members of Cali- 
fornians Against 
Toxics, have dem- 
onstrated against 
herbicide spray- 
ing. Patty Clary, 
founder of CAT, 
said, "This year the 
opposition to 


spraying, particularly among the In- 
dian community, is more organized 
and greater than it has ever been." 

In addition to health problems 
caused by the actual spraying, there 
are residual effects which threaten long- 
standing cultural traditions. An ex- 
ample is the gathering of hazel and 
willow and other plant fibers for the 
weaving of baskets, a traditional art 
enjoying a renaissance among the 
young. 

"We pass the plants we use for 
basket-making through our mouths," 
said Susan Burdick, 
a Yurok weaver and 
member of the 
Northern Califor- 
nia Basketweavers 
and Gathers Asso- 
ciation. "We get 
some of our basket 
material, like hazel 
sticks in the spring, 
(bud break), which 
is the same time 
they spray." 

While many 
Yurok work in the 
timber industry 
and other occupa- 
tions, a number of 
families still de- 
pend on hunting 
and gathering. But 
those who hunt 
and fish are find- 
ing tumors and dis- 



colored flesh in deer and salmon, the 
populations of which have fallen to 
alltime lows along the Klamath. 

Dolores Hilton is well aware of 
this. "Ducks have been born with three 
legs. One was born with the feathers 
inside out," she said. "And in this 
subdivision of about 60 to 65 homes, 
enormous numbers of people are dying 
of cancer." 

Hilton's family has been seri- 
ously affected by the spraying opera- 
tions in one way or another. Her 
daughter, Sally, who was 15 at the time 
of the spraying, has suffered nightmar- 
ish childbearing problems, intense chest 
pains, and some effects of Bell's palsy, a 
disorder normally striking the elderly 
that paralyzed half her face just days 
after her exposure to the spraying. 

Hilton says that her husband, 
Hank, used to be a logger, and believed 
that only "hippies and pot growers 
were against the spraying. " These days, 
though, he feels differently. Said Hilton, 
"The last time he heard the helicopters, 
he went and grabbed his gun." 
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continued from page 4 


are being hit by subdivisions and logging roads. 
Logging roads make it easier for poachers; easier 
access and faster escape. 

Journal: Some would argue that when an indi- 
vidual hikes in true wilderness they must accept 
the risk of being attacked by the grizzly, and if 
attacked, the grizzly shouldn't pay for the risk 
taken by the hiker. 

Lance: That's a worthwhile argument. Someone 
should champion that argument. 

Journal: Others argue that the same ethics that 
justifies the killing of those bears is also at work 
diminishing bear habitat; that if we challenge the 
killing we are at the same time challenging the 
forces behind habitat losses. 

Lance: Yes, you could do that, if its done explicitly. 
But I don't see that happening. People too often stick 
with the ethical question of killing these bears and 
don't relate it to habitat issues. The problem with 
this ethical question is that it can take up a lot of 
energy and time. Meanwhile thousands of acres are 
disappearing. Where is the real threat to the bears? 
The quiet deaths are probably more important. What 
we don't see are the bears that are being canceled out 
before they are even born because of loss of habitat. 

Journal: In Bear News global climate change is 
often addressed. Doesn't this crisis present an 
almost insurmountable challenge for the bear. 

Lance: Well, it is also an insurmountable challenge 
to our own survival. We do seem to be on a vejy 
suicidal course. We may also bring down a lot of 
innocents with us, including a lot of people who 
never created this or wanted it or asked for it. For 
bears the most pressing global issue of the moment 
is loss of the ozone shield and the consequences of 
ultra-violet radiation. The increase in ultra-violet 
radiation is often described in terms of skin cancer, 
but it also opens up more serious questions. Will we 
suffocate before dying of skin cance;? Ultra-violet 
radiation is deadly for plants. Plants provide us with 
oxygen. There is a threat here of eventual mass 
suffocation. Again, we are an indicator species and 
we're in trouble. Another thing, polar bears face the 
threat of being blinded by UV radiation. In South 
America, loss of the ozone shield has resulted in 
sheep and rabbits and others being blinded. 


Journal: Lets talk about the bear in other parts of 
the world. 

Lance: The most endangered bears are the giant 
panda in China, the sun bear in Southeast Asia, the 
spectacled bear in the South American Andes, and 
the grizzly in the lovCer 48 states and southern 
Canada. For the grizzly it gets worse and worse every 
year. The grizzly may go first. For all four bears, 
they're losing big wilderness. In Southeast Asia the 
greatest threat is logging, bringing access and 
poaching. Land mines in Eastern Europe and 
Southeast Asia are a problem. In Croatia w are 
getting reports that bears are getting their arms 
blown off by stepping on land mines. In civil wars 
some portion of the people do the same thing that 
bears do. They seek secure places in the hills, and the 
land mines follow. 


All overpopulation is ultimately 
self-correcting, with a crash 
if necessary. We are a 
self-endangering species. 


Journal: What is the prescription for bear recov- 
ery? 

Lance: Well, we must let ourselves down lightly in 
population. We are either going to bring ourselves 
down with a crash with uncontrolled human popu- 
lation growth or we are going to let ourselves down 
lightly. 

Journal; JJhis decline .in human population .is 
bound to come about whether it happens in a 
crash or gradually. 

Lance: All overpopulation is ultimately self-correct- 
ing, with a crash if necessary. We are a self-endanger- 
ing species. 

Journal: We can't divorce the issues affecting the 
grizzly bear from the same forces that are going to 
impact us as a species. 

Lance: Yes, and governments aren't responding to 


overpopulation. Governments are more motivated 
by the forces of cheap labor. Labor can only be cheap 
with large populations. 

Journal: So we're still operating by the simplest 
principles of early capitalism? 

Lance: No, we are not. We're operating by perverse 
notions of it! 

Journal: The prescription for bear recovery would 
seem to require some eventual sustainable devel- 
opment, but not sustainable development for S 
billion people! 

Lance: Right. There is nothing sustainable with 5 
billion people. 

Journal: So we have a prescription for the recov- 
ery of the human species? 

Lance: Yes. Less of us living better. 

Journal: This brings us to quality of life issues. 

Lance: Yes, in well defined ways. The crash will put 
us back in the cave. That is what we'll be reduced to. 
But we don't need to return to the cave. One of the 
things I love about the industry is that they try to 
create fears about environmentalists when they say, 
'these people are going to put us back in the cave.' 
I'm thinking, 'governments are doing that right 
now.' If environmentalists really wanted us to go 
back to the caves we would just retire and let govern- 
ment do it for us. It is already being done! 

Lance continues to be editor of Bear News, providing in 
depth coverage and analysis on conditions confronting 
the bears nationally and internationally. To receive Bear 
News, send $20 for membership in Great Bear Founda- 
tion, P.O.Box 2699, Missoula, Montana, 59806. 

* * * 


Abenaki Resist Genocide... 

continued from page 23 

was known to take measures of defending the earth 
that no other environmental groups seemed willing 
to take, the Abenaki took time to listen to us. And we 
took the time to listen to them. 

When we spoke about the dam, biodiversity 
and the equality of all species, Chief St. Francis said, 
"What's more sacred than water? It's holy water. If 
you don't have water, you don't have life. 

He said the birds go south and they are 
poisoned off because they eat the crops and then 
people holler about the mosquitoes here. "Who the 
hell eats the mosquitoes in the first place?" he said. 
"It's common sense." 

As time passed, the alliance grew. When 
Chief St. Francis' camp was burned down, Earth First! 
immediately issued a press release publicly stating 
our solidarity with the sovereign Abenaki tribe and 
condemned that act and opposed all acts of genocide 
toward native peoples. We also stated that we "view 
those atrocities as another act by a predominant, 
greedy white corporate power structure which senses 
itself on the verge of toppling and strikes out 
senselessly in an attempt to right itself." We further 
pledged our assistance and resistance for the Abenaki, 
and all native heritage cultures. 

Earth First! in the northeast region has tried 
to assist the Abenaki in many ways. Besides organizing 
rides to, and showing up for court hearings, we've 
held emergency meetings of solidarity in crisis situ- 
ations and have tried to involve various communi- 
ties in resistance through education and information. 

Because of all this, gifts were exchanged 
between the Abenaki and Earth First! in the Abenaki 
traditional way to further seal the bond. In addition, 
Abenaki Tribal Judge Michael Delaney recently told 



a reporter from Akwesasne Notes, of the Mohawk Na- 
tion, that when the Abenaki regain their sover- 
eignty, Earth First ! will be called on to help tear down 
the man-made dams that piague the Missisquoi 
River. 

This solidarity is important not just to our 
bioregion, but to others as well , as the alliances grow . 
The Cree have said they will secede from Quebec if 
Quebec secedes from Canada. One can visualize 
what could become of Quebecois Premiere Bourassa's ‘ 
hideous dream: the nightmare of the James Bay , 
Hydro-Quebec travesty. The Abenaki also have a jj 
strong alliance with the Cree. | 

We must remember that the indigenous 5 
people were here living in a balance with the natural f 
world before Columbus rammed the western hemi- 1 
sphere. As one Abenaki told me, "This Struggle. . .it's « 
all about Mother Earth." ] 

"The history wants to forget," said Tribal^ 
Judge Delaney, "but we can't forget." 

Write letters of protest to: 

Vermont Supreme Court, 111 State Street, Montpe- 
lier, VT 05602 

Governor Howard Dean, 109 State Street, Montpelier, 
VT 05602 

Governor's Advisory Commission on Native Ameri- 
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DEAR NED LUDD 

DEAR NED LUDD has returned as a regular 
feature in the Earth First! Journal for discus- 
sion of creative means of effective defense 
against the forces of industrial totalitarianism. 

Neither the Earth First! movement nor the 
Earth First! Journal necessarily encourage 
anyone to do any of the things discussed in 
DEAR NED LUDD. 



S.P.I.K.E. Nails Sugarloaf 


Forest officials found tree spikes on Wednes- 
day, September 23 in a controversial timber sale in 
the Siskiyou National Forest. A group calling itself 
"Society Protecting Intact Kinetic Ecosystems" had 
sent a letter to the Mail Tribune earlier in the month 
warning of tree spiking. 

— Medford Mail Tribune 9/27/92 

At the end of August a group of us calling 
ourselves S.P.I.K.E. (society protecting intact kinetic 
eco-systems) completed a nine 
month project of tree spiking in the 
wild Kangaroo roadless area in the 
high country of the Siskiyou Na- 
tional Forest. This magnificent wild 
land is scheduled to be cut some- 
time this fall by the timber industry, 
with the consent and assistence of 
the US Forest Service. The timber 
sale's name is Sugarloaf, after one of 
the high craggy peaks that rise up to 
6,000 feet elevation, and is in the 
midst of a relatively vast, wild and 
untamed roadless area. This area 
runs from the Illinois/Greyback 
drainage to the Red Buttes Wilder- 
ness Area and Applegate drainage, 
making this one large chunk of 
unroaded wilderness intact and 
healthy. Due to the high elevation 
of the area, many large mammals 
and predators such as the black bear, 
cougar, bobcat, and even some wol- 
verine inhabit the large stands of fir 
and spruce as they use this corridor 
that drops from one drainage to 
another. This area is crucial, mak- 
ing it one of the last roadless areas in 
the Siskiyou bioregion. The scars of 
100 years of the forest service and 
timber industry are visible below 
the Kangaroo, as the mountains are 
endlessly raped with clearcuts and 
tree farms. 

For far too long we have 
listened to the false promises of the 
bureaucracy regarding their timber 
"harvest plans." This area slipped 
through the cracks of the legal loop- 
hole which put it up for rape on the 
Forest Service's ($) devastation list. 

We have compromised far too much 
with the earth rapers. We have sat at 
their table and pleaded for small 
scraps of forests that have only ended 
up being cut five years later by the 
timber scum. Realizing the desper- 
ate situation, we began this spiking 
project nine months ago and just 
drove our last spike into an old 
growth spruce in mid-August in our 
efforts to disrupt this travestry that 
was/is about to occur. 

Perhaps the worst incident 
from the repercussions of this ac- 
tion was the lack of support from 
Earth First!? and the environmental 
community in southwestern Or- 
egon. The environmental commu- 
nity condemned the action with 
paragraphs of quotes in the news 
articles stating, "We do not con- 
done this sort of action." This was 
the only painful repercussion we 
felt as our comrades joined the en- 


emy to trash the efforts of some people who worked 
hard and determined to do what they could to save 
this wild place! The mainstream press used these 
people to discredit the actions of direct action ele- 
ment of the environmental struggle, to divide and 
conquer just as they have any progressive struggle in 
this fascist country. We would rather have seen 
quotes from these so-called EFiers against the timber 
industry instead of against a noble act to disrupt the 
rape that was about to occur. All those wasted words 


by the environmental community could have done 
more to focus on the real eco-terrorists who are about 
to batter this place. WE WOULD LIKE TO MAKE 
IT CLEAR THAT EARTH FIRST! (WILLAMETTE) DOES 
NOT SPEAK FOR THE ECO STRUGGLE AND CAN- 
NOT SPEAK FOR THE ACTS OF THOSE COMMITTED 
TO FUCKING UP THE BUREAUCRACY'S BUSINESS 
AS USUAL, EARTH RAPE IN THE BACKCOUNTRY! 
No compromise in defense of the earth is nothing 
more than an image, a slogan used by many so-called 
Earth Firstlers. Everytime you sit at 
the enemy's table and work through 
their legal system that is carefully 
set-up to limit any changes, you are 
compromising! 

WAKE UP FOLKS! They have 
nearly conquered the Siskiyou! For 
how much longer will you be 
pleading with the enemy before 
you realize that they will take every 
bit of wilderness that is left unless 
we cause them financial hardship 
and disrupt their plans? Tree-spik- 
ing serves many purposes: 1) it 
throws a monkey wrench in their 
machine, causing them to drain 
their monetary resources, as they 
will have to send Forest Service 
employees into the forests to locate 
the spikes. This entales hiking steep 
areas to locate spikes and they are 
required to check every tree in the 
area. 2) The possibility that the 
earth rapers may drop the sale, 
which in some cases has happened 
(in British Columbia, due to a re- 
lentless campaign by activists, sev- 
eral areas have been saved due to 
spiking). 3) To pile on the pressure 
and show the Forest Service and 
timber scum that people will not 
tolerate their lies and destruction. 
4) To bring to the public's attention 
the dirty deeds of the earth rapers. 

Drastic times require drastic 
actions and reactions and we at 
S.P.I.K.E. reclaim the tactic of tree- 
spiking and economic sabotage 
against the earth raping industries. 
We encourage others to use these 
tactics as we feel this is the only 
chance we have to slow down the 
destruction. The more people that 
take up this level of the struggle, 
the greater the effect it will have; 
we call on all people to declare 
WAR on the scum who trash the 
last wild places. The liberal reform- 
ist approach will get us nowhere! It 
is time again to hit them where it 
really hurts — in the pocket books. 
The same mindset that stepped on 
this continent 500 years ago is still 
rolling its death machine into con- 
quer all that is wild, regardless of 
how many letters we write or phone 
calls we make. Profits are all they 
see and it is profits we must attack. 
500 years of earth rape, broken 
treaties and blatent lies should be 
enough to tell us we are up against 
a monster, a monster that cannot 
be reformed; it must be destroyed. 
Who wants their mild reforms any- 

continued next page 
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Kalmiopsis EF! Replies... 


"You better stop wha tyou 're doing or we'll 
investigate you for the tree spiking. " 

— Freddie law enforcement officer 
threatening Willamette EF! activist. 
October 4. 

I thought it might be good to 
respond to this letter since this took 
place in our neck of the woods. Even 
though none of us are quoted or referred 
to specifically we support the efforts of 
Willamette Earth First! on behalf of the 
Siskiyous. 

Ever since our campaign to stop 
the Bald Mountain road in 1983 I've 
often been questioned ad nauseam by 
the press about tree spiking. My reply 
or some variation thereof has always 
been "Earth First! neither condemns 
nor condones acts of 
monkeywrenching," though person- 
ally I believe that in Oregon tree spik- 
ing is a totally failed tactic by any 
measure. M v answer has always been - 
based on the assumption that the 
person(s) doing the spiking were sin- 
cere, had analyzed the situation, and 
believed they had no choice. I am now 
convinced this is not true of s.p.i.k.e. 
The EF!er quoted in s.p.i.k.e.'s whiny 
diatribe and Willamette EF! have been 
working hard to end all logging on the 
Siskiyou and in the last few years they 
have been in the forefront of organiz- 
ing real resistance to the Forest Service. 
They are not sitting at any "enemy's 
table." 

The justifications used here for 
this spiking are ridiculous, to put it 
mildly. Let's try a dose of reality, 
s.p.i.k.e. It was the Forest Sevice that 
confirmed the spiking to the press, 
despite statements to the contrary. This 
letter talks about bringing "public at- 
tention" to the sale. Thanks to local 
activists, Sugarloaf had already become 
a high profile issue. 

Could it be that spiking a tim- 
ber sale that already has strong visible 
opposition actually helps the timber 
industry by marginalizing and under- 
V mining support for that resistance? 

Maybe there is a reason the 
Forest Service/timber industry has taken 
every opportunity in Oregon to publi- 
cize spiking even in cases where the 
spikers were more interested in actu- 
ally trying to protect the forest by not 
notifying the press. The reason is this, 


4 


?s.p.i.k.e.: now they can divert puhlicO 
attention, so they don't have to ad -) 
'dress the real issues of deforestation . ) 
watershed destruction, and extinction, / 
'All they have to do is cry terrorism and 
engage in scare tactics with the public. 

"Drain monetary resources"; 
get real! Tfip ikfs loses hundreds of 
millions of dollars every year on timbe r 
sales. Th ere is such an imbalance of 
priorities here that, as I write this, the 
freddies are running 24 hour patrols 
and setting up covert surveillance in 
the area because these morons actually 
think they'll catch someone spiking 

now, after al l this. - 

> They" may drop the sale." This]' 

has never happened here and there 
have been more then a few spikings. 
This isn't BC. That's north of here. Of I 
the many timber sales that have been/ 
piked, every one has been clearcut. f 
"Pressure" them. A few years 
ago the Woodrat timber sale was spiked. 
The Feds had the contractor cut down 
the spiked trees and leave them. Giant 
200 plus year old pines killed and left 
to rot just to prove some sick point. 
This is the mentality we are up against. 
Pressure has to be real, not imagined. 

These points aside let’s con- 
sider a more likely possibility about 
s.p.Lk.e. Check out the way this spik- 
ing was carried out. Why would some- 
body announce to the media (instead 
of notifying the FS like Ecodefense sug- 
gests) that Sugarloaf was spiked, thereby 
forcing the freddies into a position of 
having to cut the forest so they don't 
look like they're caving in to so-called 
terrorism? Why does s.p.i.k.e. imply 
that Willamette EFiers are somehow 
collaborators? Why spike a forest that 
is receiving a ground swell of local 
support? If that isn't enough, dig the 
inane rant at the end of the lett er. AH— 


t his argues for a quite different agend a 
than s.p.i.k.e. professes. O ver the past 
few years we have seen how local Earth 
First! groups that effectively organized 
or raised public concern on an issue 
have been targeted for disruption. I 
don't know if s.p.i.k.e. is an agent pn> 
"'v pcateur, if not, theyplay t he role real 
jtelU dojtnow this tree spiking will be y 
an irrelevant factor in th e fate of 
Sugarlo af— 


—Steve Marsden for Kalmiopsis EF! 
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The Last Stronghold 

The Story of the Battle for Montana's Badger-Two Medicine 
Grizzly Country, Public Land, Wolf Habitat, Sacred Ground or 

FIELD? S,urtd L ‘ m ‘ l °f tlK Gr,zzfy ' Wot f’ and Bla(j< ^ cet lndian 

Surrounded by Glacier National Park, the Blackfeet Indian 
Reservation and the Great Bear and Bob Marshall Wilderness areas, 
the Badger-Two Medicine area represents the heart of one of America's 
last remaining wilderness ecosystems, and is the last stronghold for 
Blackfeet cultural practices. Threatened with oil and gas development, 
this land has now become a symbolic battleground for Native Ameri- 
can sacred land claims and for the overall fate of America's public 
wildlands. 

From Napi's creation of the Blackfeet World, through the 
illegal treaties and wildlife extermination campaigns of the late 
1800s, to the current oil drilling proposals and the Gulf War, the 
story of the Badger-Two Medicine is highlighted in this 35 page book- 

let. 

To order The l ast Stronghold, send check or money order for 
$ 3.00 to Badger Chapter, Box 8374, Missoula, MT 59807. Proceeds 
go toward efforts to protect these wildlands. 
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continued from previous page 

way? Their reforms still mean oppression, earth rape 
and slavery. This monster must be dismantled or it 
will destroy all that is wild! 


"I can't help but specu- 
late that we could all 
do more good by becom- 
ing merry wanderers 
roaming the countryside 
and spreading subvers- 
ion person-to-person, 
defining and initiating 
cotrmon projects and re- 
sisting the Machine in 
the best way of all — by 
direct example. There 
is a world waiting to 
be seized, a global 
wildness yet to be lib- 
erated, boundless pass- 
ions to be realized — if 
only for enough desire 
and imagination to do 
so.- (LWOD #1) 

"We feel it's important 
to emphasize this stuff 
is purely for your vi- 
carious thrills, to re- 
lease your destructive 
urges in a harmless and 
entertaining fashion." 

(LWOD #2) 

"Editorials, 

schmeditorials! ! ! " 

(LWOD #3) 

"Help." 
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me struggle for all that is wild must embrace 
the concept of revolutionary ideals, we must attack 
the root cause of the problem — capitalist society 
itself. Manifest destiny will not be stopped by 
petitions or votes, it must be forced to stop!! By all 
and any means necessary!! THIS IS A REVOLUTION. 
YOU'RE EITHER ON THE BUS OR OFF THE BUS. 
THERE IS NO MIDDLE GROUND OF THIS 
STRUGGLE! FOR ALL THAT IS WILD WE BEG OF 
YOU TO PUT DOWN YOUR PENS AND PICK UP 
YOUR WRENCHES!! Look where the legal system 
has gotten the ancient forest: near extinction! WAKE 
UP! FUCK 'EM UP, HIT THEM HARD FIGHT 
BACK!!!!!!! 


SISKIYOU S.P.I.K.E. 1992 

If enough trees are spiked in roadless areas, eventually the 
corporate thugs in the timber company boardrooms, 
along with their corrupt lackeys who wear the uniform of 
the Forest Service, will realize that timber sales in our few 
remaining wild areas are going to be prohibitively ex- 
pensive. And since profits are the name of the game, they 
will begin to think twice before violating the wilderness. 
—Ecodefense 


LWOD Compiling 

Monkeywrenching 

Chronology 


The people putting together the new issue of 
Live Wild or Die (issue #4) are compiling a chronology 
of monkeywrenching in North America. We want 
[anything including, but not limited to, ALF action, 
[riots, civil disobedience, class warfare, industrial 
sabotage, on-the-job wrenching, computer viruses, 
window smashing and tire slashing, billboard alter- 
ations, product tampering, anti-war/anti-military 
action, scams, fraud, theft, etc. Send me data on any 
action even if it seems inappropriate or even if I 
might already know about it. I will sort it out.. 

It is important to include the basic stats on 
the action: the date, place, target, what was dam- 
aged, dollar amount of the damage and if anyone 
claimed responsibility or was arrested. Even if all this 
information is not available, I would like to hear 
what you have. 

Assume that the mail we receive in Portland 
is being monitored— return addresses and postmarks 
will be written down and mail may be opened. 
Handwriting and typewriters can be traced like 
fingerprints.BE CAREFUL! 

Send to: Live Wild or Die 
POB 13765 
Portland, OR 97213 


THE BOOTLEG EDITION 


ECODEFENSE 


The Field Guide To Monkeywrenching 



Edited by 
Dave Foreman 


Foreword by 
Ed Abbey 


BANNED IN AUSTRALIA 
SURPRESSED BY THE FBI 
OVER TEN THOUSAND COPIES SOLD 

SIS Postpaid Order from Earth First! 
PO Box SI 76 Missoula MT 59806 
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BOOK REVIEW: In the Absence of the Sacred 


In the Absence of the Sacred: The Failure 
of Technology and the Survival of the 
Indian Nations, by Jerry Mander, Sierra 
Club Books, San Francisco, 1991. 

Reviewed By Chris Roth 

For a year and a half, in my 
early twenties, I lived in a tent on the 
Hopi reservation in Arizona. Needless 
to say, I did not become a Hopi, nor 
could I have. I became very involved in 
my job working with mentally retarded 
Hopis, but in other respects never re- 
ally transcended my "outsider" status. 
My access to "traditional " Hopi life was 
limited, for the most part, to the public 
ceremonial dances, and for a combina- 
tion of reasons I felt it inappropriate to 
push those limits. I was happy being 
involved in this vibrant culture in a 
role that was open to me. Though I 
envied those with full access to it by 
virtue of birth, I have since come to 
appreciate more how difficult it would 
be to live in a culture under such siege. 

I spent almost all of my time 
outside, and eschewed technology. I 
tried to do nothing to disrupt my rela- 
tionship with the land. It still seems 
like one of the best periods of my life, 
the time when I felt most attuned to 
what, for lack of a better term, I will call 
the "sacred." 

Jerry Mander's In the Absence of 
the Sacred: The Failure ofTechnology and 
the Survival of the Indian Nations could 
have been one of my "bibles," had it 
existed then. And though I have re- 
joined White American Civilization, 
albeit on its fringes, and spend more 
time now contemplating rows of or- 
ganic vegetables than I do the desert, 
mesas, canyons, and mountains home 
to some of the continent's first people, 
it is still a bible of sorts. 

In the Absence of the Sacred is two 
books in one; the first, describing in 
sometimes horrifying detail how our 
unquestioning faith in technology has 
blinded us to its shortcomings and 
separated us from the natural world to 
a suicidal degree; and the second, 
connecting this technological jugger- 
naut to "suppression of the native al- 
ternative " and to the " world war against 
the Indians" that continues to be 
waged. 

Mander traces the impact of 
technological "progress" on his own 
life and the place where he grew up, 
and discusses the ingredients of the 
pro-technology paradigm in which we 
are immersed; among them, the kind 
of "guilty until proven innocent" cau- 
tion familiar to Hopi and Amish but 
foreign to us. To the claim that the 
problems with technology arise not 
from the technologies themselves but 
from the ways we have chosen to use 
them, Mander responds, "The idea that 
technology is neutral is itself not neu- 
tral — it directly serves the interests of 
the people who benefit from our in- 
ability to see where the juggernaut is 
headed." 

In Mander's view, we need a 
way to criticize and take into account 
the social, political, economic, spiri- 
tual, ecological, biological and mili- 
tary ramifications of new technolo- 
gies. Evaluations of technology, 
Mander and philosopher Jacques Ellul 
believe, must not be confined to the 
machines themselves. "Equally 
important... is to grasp that in techno- 
logical society, the structure of all hu- 
man life and its systems of organization 
reflect the logic of the machine." 

A case in point is the modern 
corporation, whose inherent require- 
ment for profit and growth, and dis- 
harmony with our own individual na- 
tures and the nature of the planet, 


produce a kind of "corporate schizo- 
phrenia" (as well as untold damage to 
the Earth): "Human beings within the 
corporate structure, whatever their 
personal morals and feelings, are pre- 
vented from operating on their own 
standards." 

A major section deals with 
computers. Mander suggests that the 
apparent short-run benefits sometimes 
offered by computers have lured en- 
vironmentalists into using them with- 
out recognizing their impact on na- 
ture. "Unfortunately, the major ques- 
tion about computers is not whether 


they serve you or your organization or 
your business well. We must look at 
the totality of how computers affect 
society, and life on earth. Computers, 
like television, are far more valuable 
and helpful to the military, to multina- 
tional corporations, to international 
banking, to governments, and to insti- 
tutions of surveillance and control — 
all of whom use this technology on a 
scale and with a speed that are beyond 
our imaginings — than they ever will be 
to you and me." 


Against this stark portrait of 
technological society run amuck, 
Mander contrasts the lifeways of this 
continent's native peoples, who for 
thousands of years lived (and in many 
cases continue to live) in harmony 
with the land, attuned to its sacred 
character. In the last several hundred 
years we have managed to destroy much 
of that land, many of its peoples, and 
many of their ways, but the continued 
survival and resistance of native peoples 
(over 1-1/2 million native Americans 
in the US, and millions of native people 
living in a traditional manner world- 


wide), in the face of our onslaught, 
attest to their strength. 

Not surprising, "since the be- 
ginnings of the technological jugger- 
naut, the only consistent opposition 
has come from land-based native 
peoples. Rooted in an alternative view 
of the planet, Indians, islanders, and 
peoples of the North remain our most 
clear-minded critics. They are also our 
most direct victims. It may be the 
central assumption of technological 
society that there is virtue in overpow- 


ering nature and native peoples. The 
native problem today, as it always has 
been, is directly related to the needs of 
technological societies to find and ob- 
tain remotely located resources (in 
North America, gold, land, coal, oil, 
uranium, fish...), in order to fuel an 
incessant and intrinsic demand for 
growth and technological fulfillment. " 

Appropriately, given the de- 
spair that our situation can engender, 
Mander concludes his book with some 
words against pessimism. He believes 
that "describing the reality of a prob- 
lem will encourage activism, not with- 
drawal," and also that the present 
negative trends can in fact be reversed. 
He takes as examples of inspiration the 
many activist groups working against 
aspects of the industrial paradigm and 
for the earth and its native peoples, 
and encourages involvement by pro- 
viding a lengthy list of organizations 
and periodicals. He suggests that we 
each need to arrive at standards for our 
personal lifestyles and live by them, 
consistent with our values and what 
we know about the state of the world — 
and to extend this commitment within 
our home communities. 

Most of all, he finds hope in 
the fact that millions of native people 
around the world have survived, against 
all odds, and gained strength in the 
face of the brutal assaults upon them, 
their lands, and their ways. "Their 
strength is fed by the knowledge that 
what they are doing is rooted in the 
earth and deserves to succeed." 

I, too, believe that our 
civilization's experiment in living in 
the absence of the sacred will end, that 
native peoples and native ways will 
ultimately prevail, and that aware- 
ness of the Earth and its ways will 
return to all others who survive as 
well. I received this feeling of the 
Earth's and native peoples’ enduring 
power and vitality nowhere as strongly 
as on the Hopi Reservation. In a 
landscape where it may be the central 
assumption of technological geologi- 
cal time is everywhere present, visible 
and palpable, surrounded by people 
whose culture expresses their universe, 
one sees the current brief technologi- 
cal phase of "human time" in all its 
flurried irrelevance. If Hopiland said 
anything to me, it was this: Whit^ 
civilization's current fit of suicidal in-, 
sanity will some day be over — soon / 
on the scale of geological time — ana 
when it is, the Earth, and everything^ 
alive, will breathe a huge sigh of relief. 
The Earth will return to health and 
wholeness, and its people, "native" by 
necessity in attitude and practice if 
not in race, will see the world as sacred 
once again. 

It is only a matter of time. But 
the interim period may be difficult. 
Read this book, and act on what you 
learn from it. 



It may be the central assumption of 
technological societies that there is 
virtue in overpowering 
nature and native peoples. 
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Bumperstickers 


VISUALIZE 
INDUSTRIAL COLLAPSE 



AMERICAN WILDERNESS 
LOVE IT OR 
LEAVE IT ALONE 
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PREGNANCY; ANOTHER DEADLY 
SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE 
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HUNT COWS 
-NOT BEARS 
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RESIST MUCH, 
OBEY LITTLE 
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Did a cow get your elk? 
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OIL AND BEARS 
DON’T MIX 
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PAY YOUR RENT 
WORK FOR THE EARTH 
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^ I’d Rather Be 
Mon key wrenching 
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RESCUE THE 
RAINFOREST 
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DREAM BACK THE BISON smaKsSe Kdneed stop the forest SERVICE 
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POACHED, THANKS 
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DESERT RAPER 

DON'T LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK! 


LOVE YOUR MOTHER 

DON'T BECOME ONE. 
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POWER 
TO YOU 
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STOP 
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CLEARCUTTING 
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NOT POLITICALLY I THINK GLOBALLY 


CORRECT 


ACT LOCALLY 
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EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 

Clip and send to: Earth First! Journal PO Box 5176, Missoula, MT 59806 


I 

I $20 

I Low Income 

I 


$25 

Regular rate 


$35 

First Class Mail 
US, Canada or Mexico 


$35 


$45 


I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I I 

I The Earth First! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. If you use an alias, make sure 
I that the post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that ■ 

J name, or it may not be delivered. We don't trade lists either. 
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I Surface Mail, International Air Mail, International 

j Name 

i Address 

i 


I City- 


State 


Countr y Z IP 


Subscribe! 

to the Earth First! Journal 
and get eight issues of 
action packed, 
radical kick ass 
environmental extremism 
delivered straight 
to your door! 


Gift 
Subscriptions 
Introduce others to 
EF! and receive a 
free bumpersticker. 
Indicate address 
on coupon 
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Trinkets 6r Snake 


POLITICALLY 

CORRECT 


Earth First! t-shirts, from left to right: The Earth First! Fist — here shown in green on 100% natural unbleached organic cotton (L, XL, $12), 
also available in the traditional black design on a green 1 00% cotton shirt (M, L,XL, $11) ora red 1 00% cotton shirt (M, L, XL, $11), or in a green, 
yellow, and red design on black 1 00% cotton shirt (L, XL, $ 1 2). In fact, all of our t-shirts are 1 00% cotton; the difference between them is that some 
are unbleached, undyed, and are spun from organic cotton, which produces an off-white, creamy ecru sort of shirt color. All three designs in the 
photo above that are on light-colored shirts are in fact on this natural-colored, unbleached, undyed, heavyweight organic cotton. All of our dyed 
shirts are heavyweight (mostly Hanes Beefy-T, to be specific) cotton, as well. Unless otherwise indicated, you can assume that the shirt is short- 
sleeved. We have many-colored screens done by Scott at Preservation Press in Chico, California.. Scott has silk-screened Earth First! t-shirts since 
the very early days when the Journal office was located in Chico. Our screens with less complicated color combinations are done by William of 
Missoula, using water-based inks. 

No Fucking Compromise, the Hog Rider's Special (white design on black shirt, M, L, XL, $11, or in long sleeves for $13), was designed by Jackie 
Taylor, a wilderness defender from the southern Appalachians. According to Roselle, this design, which features a sunglasses-wearing skidl with 
spikes and flowers clenched in its jaw, incorporates motifs from Harley Davidson, The Grateful Dead, and Earth First!. It was a popular item at 
this year's RRR by the Rio Piedras, and local Earth First! groups are moving these like hotcakes. 

* 

Earth First! Tools, from the design by the late John Zaelit (black design on natural organic shirt, M, L, XL, $12), features a crossed stone axe 
and monkeywrench; a combined Back to the Pleistocene-Fuck Shit Up message. 

Defend the Wilderness, (white on black, M, L, XL, $11, also available in long sleeves for $13), the monkeywrencher's choice, was designed 
by the late Bill Turk, a bullwhipping frenzy who was killed in an avalanche last spring while skiing the backcountry near his home in Moab, Utah. 
Bill was a staunch defender of wilderness and biodiversity, and his message reads loud and clear on this shirt. 

Don ’t Tread On Me, the rattlesnake rattling a monkeywrench (six colors, most of them associated with the natural coloration of a diamondback, 
natural organic, L, XL, $14; the same design is also available on black shirts, L, XL, $12). This Brush Wolf design warns would-be exploiters tc 
back off! 

A design not pictured above, but depicted in a photo on the next page is Gila Trout's ever-popular Free the Earth (purple and silver on teal, W. 
L, XL, $12). 
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The Earth First! Fist 
design is available in 
a black design on 
green or red. 


The Earth First! Tools 
design is available in a 
blackdesignon tanorlight 
blue. 


Canyon Frog's American 
Wilderness — Love It or 
Leave It Alone design is 
available in four colors on 
light gray. 


Don't Tread On Me, the 
rattler with monkeywrench, i™ 
available in a six-colored de- 
sign on melon or tan. 


Susan Van Rooy's beau- 
tiful Grizzly with Cub 
design, in six colors on a 
light blue shirt, pro- 
claiming "American 
Wilderness — Love It or 
Leave It Alone." 


Free the Earth, a design 
by Gila Trout, is available 
in a purple and silver de- 
sign on either lavender, 
fiischia, or teal t-shirts. 


Big Sale on all Small t-shirts! $6 each! 


It seems like nobody is small anymore, or maybe everyone just expects their shirts to shrink, or maybe skin-tight shirts just are no longer the 
latest rage, but anyway, we have a bunch of adult size small t-shirts, and we want you to buy them for the reduced rate of $6 each, no matter 
the design or color. If you are a smaller person, or want to get a shirt for a smaller person, jump now! All shirts pictured in the photo above 

please let us know if you prefer no substitute if what you really wanted runs out of stock. Believe it or not, we also have four Earth First! Fist 
sweatshirts, size small, green design on gray, that we are also selling for $6 each to whomever asks for them first. 


Factory Seconds Sale! 

We have a hunch of black Earth First! Fist designs on 
both red shirts and green shirts that have a glitch some- 
where or another, and we're selling them for $6 each. 
Available in M, L, XL. Unless you specifically indicate 
to the contrary, we will freely substitute on your order of 
factory seconds. So let us know any size or color substi- 
tutions you will accept. 


Earth First! Caps 

Pictured on the Previous Page 

(tan & woodland camo shown) 

$10 postpaid 

all Cotton twill , no mesh in back; 
Tan, woodland camo, desert camo, and 
that Norman Schwartzkopf camo. 

(Norman, interestingly, is a Big Wilderness advocate) 


Silent Agitators 


EAOTH^^™ ST j 


Earth First ! Tools 
30/$ 1.50 
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No Deal, Assholes 
30/$ 1.50 


Earth First! Fist 
30/$ 1.50 

Coors is Anti-Earth 
Coors is Anti-Women 
Coors is Anti-Labor 

AND IT TASTES AWFUL! 

BOYCOTT COORS 

EARTH FIRST! ROB 235, ELY, NV 89301 

Boycott Coors 
10/S1.50 
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Earth First! Music 


All prices postpaid. 

Austin Lounge Lizards "Creatures From the Black Saloon" 
Marvelous country satire, superbly produced. Includes smash 
songs such as: Saguaro; Pflugerville; Anahuac (with Jerry Jeff 
Walker); Kool-Whip; Chester Woolah; HotTubs ofTears; Old&Fat 
& Drunk; The Car Hank Died In; and much more. $9. 

Austin Lounge Lizards "Highway Cafe of the Damned" 

The Lizards drop to new depths with their second tape featuring 
the title song; Comhusker Refugee; Industrial Strength Tranquilizer; 
Wendell The Uncola Man; Acid Rain; I'll Just Have One Beer; Dallas, 
Texas ; The Ballad of Ronald Reagan ; When Drunks Go Bad; 
Jalapeno Maria; Get A Haircut, Dad; The Chester Nimitz Oriental 
Garden Waltz. $9. 

Lone Wolf Circles "Full Circle" 

A poetic journey into the artist's magical world, set to the music 
of man and the music of nature. A return to awareness and 
sensitivity, to out wild and true selves, alive and free. Gary 
Snyder says, "Full Circle is a surprising experience; archaic, 
fresh, future; wild, refined, all at once. Which should be no 
surprise — that’s how the real world is — my respects to Lone 
Wolf Circles." 27 poems for $10. 

Lone Wolf Circles "Tiena Primera" 

Live recordings of the Deep Ecology Medicine Show featuring 
Wolfs primal poetry backed by a variety of musicians. Well 
engineered, this tape captures the spirit of a road show and 
makes you want to go out and do something. $10. 

Lone Wolf Circles & Friends "Oikos" 

Lone Wolf is joined by several artists, including Joanne Rand, 
Barbara Mor, Ricardo Mendoza, and Stone Biscuit, to compile 
these songs for the living planet. Wolf’s lyrics are set to the 
music celebrating the traditions of Native America, Africa and 
the Middle East. $10' 

Darryl Cherney "They Sure Don’t Make Hippies Like They 
Used To" 

This campfire troubadour and tireless campaigner's 1989 pro- 
duction includes big favorites such as Earth First! Maid, Free The 
Dead, You Can't Clearcut Your Way to Heaven, Spike a Tree for 
Jesus, Stop the War, We're All Dead Ducks, Xerox the Money, This 
Monkeywrench of Mine, as well as the title track. $10. 

Darryl Cherney "Timber" 

Darryl's latest production he is joined by George Shook on the 
banjo and Judi Bari on the fiddle to include songs such as He 
Looked a Whole Lot Like Jesus, Arizona Power Line, Earth Night 
Action, Who Bombed Judi Bari?, MAXXAM's On the Horizon, 
Which Side Are You On?, On The Edge, and Where Are We Gonna 
Work When The Trees Are Gone? $ 10. 

Citizen's Band "A Pocketful of Rocks" 

There is no other group of musicians quite like Citizen's Band. 
Their music is hilarious, politically correct and performed with 
great talent. This tape includes: Guru Blues, Red Scare, Lyin' 
Scream, Act Like a Man, Fat Girls, Don't Stop, Did Jesus Have a Baby 
Sister?, Bi-Coastal Grandma, Yuppie National Anthem, Red Emma. 
$ 10 . 

Citizen's Band "Smash the State" 

The latest tape from those great musicians from Olympia 
continues in their amazing traditionof original music performed 
with unique talent. No one swings a bass quite like Grace. The 
full title of this tape is "Smash the State and Have a Good Day", 
and Includes many of the songs enjoyed by rendezvous crowds: 
Step Right Up, Perestroika, News From El Salvador, Greenhouse 
Effect, Draglines, Bullshit, Bourgeois LaLaLaw, Gas Wars, Wolf 
Song, Industrial Strength Tranquilizers, Red Emma. $10. 

Alice DiMicele "Make a Change" 

Alice DiMicele has a beautiful voice. Her songs celebrate life. In 
this, her first album, she sings the title song as well as: Wise Old 
Woman, Song For Leonard Peltier, Water's Melody, Let It Rain, 
Dismantle, In a Gentle Way, Surface of the Water, Celebrate the 
Rain. $10 

Alice DiMicele "It's a Miracle" 

More Alice, beautifully written songs from one of Oregon's 
most talented musicians. Includes title song plus: All or Nothing, 
Orange Moon Silver Fire, Not for Sale, Woke up Crying The God in 
You, First Snow, Julie's Song Like I Know Me, The Beaver Song, The 
Prettiest Jewel. $10 

Alice DiMicele "Too Controversial" 

Alice DiMicele’s newest album contains more of her great music 
in her lovely voice. She sings the title song and: AmericanDream, 
I Won't Say Goodbye, Georgie Boy Blues, Everybody Needs to be Free, 
The Water is Wide, If I wasaWolf, Naomi, NewMoon, Missing You. 
$10 
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Robert Hoyt "As American As You Are" 
Robert sure impressed the 
crowd at this year's RRR along 
the Rio Piedras with his deep 
South accent and powerful 
lyrics. If y'all want to tune 
into some real progressive 
Southern country-rock with 
an Earth First! attitude, you'll 
want to check this out. In- 
cludes Enough, Apple Pie, Meat 
With My Potatoes, Red Mud, 

Hot Little Comer, It's One of 
Ours, Won't Hurt Anyone 
Again, Last Chance At Love, 

Shovelin' Mud, Bottom Line, 

Valley of the CSRA, and Good 
Americans. $10. 


Scotty Johnson "Century of 
Fools" 

Scotty is a folk singer/activist 
from the heart of Arizona 
whose passion and humor 
shine through this, his first 
tape. He has played at the 
last several RRRs. His music 

for the Mt. Graham warriors has kept spirits high during many 
long nights by the campfire. He also makes a mean garlic 
sandwich. Besides the title song, this includes: Spirit Lives, Watcher 
from the Sky, Wisdom from the Seventh Generation, Island in the Sky, 
Running from the Wind, One with the Earth, The Walls, Ghost Dance, 
and Mom's Playalong. $10. 


and strong guitar backup convey a powerful, and often humorous, 
message about the state of our world. Includes: RV, Building One 
InMyCity, I Am An Animal, I Saw His Body, Music Off The Moonlight, 
Timebomb, TheTree, QEO WhenWillTheWorkBeDone, andothers. 
$ 11 . 

Dana Lyons & John Seed "At Night They Howl At the Moon" 
Dana and Australian Rainforest activist John Seed joined voices to 
produce a tape of children's 
songs for the environment, in- 
cluding many all-time Earth 

First! favorites, such as Their G K I Z Z I, 1 I: $ W A L 
Brains Were Small andThey Died, U 1’ R I G H T 

Have To Have A Habitat, Mos- 
quito Party, Willy The Wombat, 

Expanding Universe, Sea Shepherd, 

I Am An Animal, Lay Down Your 
Whopper Baby, We Don't Want 
To Live In The Zoo , More Bunya 
Nuts, and Dead Ducks. $ 1 1 


Beth McIntosh "Fire St Sage" 

Beth McIntosh is a gifted singer- 
songwriter from Jackson, Wyo- 
ming , who takes her inspira- 
tion from the grandeur and 
subtle beauty of the natural /. 

world. This 1989 production \ 

includes Three Women, Watch- h 

ing the Ties, When I Want You, 

Blue Heron, Down to The Wire, 
Crimes, The Wayfaring Stranger, 
Lightening Girl, My Funny Val- 
entine and more.. $10 
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Greg Keeler "Songs of Fishing, Sheep and Guns in Montana" 
Greg Keeler's marvelously satiric first album pokes fun at every- 
thing worth poking fun at in the West. Includes: Ballad of Billy 
Montana, I Don't Waltz (And She Don't Rock'n'Roll), Drinkin' My 
Blues Away, Miles City Buckin' Horse Sale, Latter Day Worm Fisher- 
man, Fossil Fuel Cowboy, Montana Cowboy, Cold 
Dead Fingers, Last Great American Cookout, I Call My 
Mama Papa, Good Morning Sailor, Make Bucks Get 
Rich, Roll On Missouri. $9. 


Beth McIntosh "Grizzlies Walking Upright" 

Beth’s powerful sense of place and belonging to her natural world 
pervades this collection of songs. Includes the title track, I Am Of 
This Place, Seven Mile Hole, WeAreDreaming Bear Is Gone, Spirit Of 
Gaia, Hole In The Sky, Gretel & Maze, Theldea Of September, Whiskey 
On The Rooftop and more. $10. 


Greg Keeler "Talking Sweet Bye & Bye" 

Greg's satire is just as biting in this production. 
Includes Little Bitty Bugs, There'll Come A Revolu- 
tion, Talking Sweet Bye & Bye, Facilitators From The 
Sky, Talking Interface Blues, Old Friends And Lovers, 
Big Budget Woman, Church Bells, Ski Yellowstone, 
Idaho, Death Valley Days, Dark Clouds. $9. 

Greg Keeler "Bad Science Fiction" 

The Doctor of Poems from Bozeman, Montana, 
with music to waltz through the destruction: Bad 
Science Fiction, Cow College Calypso, Do Not Ask, 
Montana Banana Belt Cowboy, Nuclear Waste Blues, 
Is The Ouzle Stupid?, If Bears Could Whistle, Nuclear 
Dioxin Queen, What's Left Of The West, Ode To 
Rough Fish, Take Me Back, Duct Tape Psalm, Modern 
Problems Dancing. $9. 


Gentle Warrior 



Greg Keeler "Post-Modem Blues" 

Mr. Poetry has still another bitingly funny one. Includes: P-U-B- 
L-I-C L-A-N-D-S, Post-Modern Romance, Swiss Army Beatitudes, Rain 
Forest Rider, Give Us Fiber, Ryegate MontanaTesticle Festival, Lament 
of the Laundromat, Lady Please Drive Me Back To Oklahoma 'Fore I'm 
Driven To Tears, and others. $9. 

Greg Keeler "Enquiring Minds" 

From the man who wrote the world's only space-age lubricant 
polka comes a new collection of enlightened nonsense for the 
'90s. This Mirth First! production is a must for any (non)serious 
Earth lover. Includes: An Excuse to Go Drinkin', House Husband 
Blues, Darlin' I'm Sorry, Suckin' Up to the Status Quo, Bozeman MT, 
Kinder Gentler Song, Mount Graham Sam, Waddell's Grant Song, 
Forest Circus, Endorphin High, It's a Baby, Planet of Morons, Nothing 
Happened. $9. 

Katie Lee "Colorado River Songs" 

Katie writes, "In the late '50s and early '60s, protesting anything 
the Wreck-the-Nation-Bureau did to our rivers was like putting 
out a forest fire with an eyedropper. Nobody was listening. The 
fact that NOW the Barry Goldwater and Stewart Udall types are 
'sony doesn't make me feel one bit better — their gross mistake 
is still my sorrow. GLEN CANYON IS GONE and will stay gone 
until someone blows up that heinous dam or the great old 
Colorado gets mad enough to kick its ass downstream. Most of 
these songs were written before, and in protest of, those life-killing 
plugs and have survived to be added to, re-arranged and parodied 
by river runners. A few are new. They are LOVE SONGS to a 
truncated Grand and to those glorious canyons 
over whose bones the unenlightened multitudes 
race on a freeway of stagnant water." $10. 

Katie Lee "Fenced!” 

Twelve new songs about the old West, written in 
the folk tradition. These songs remind us of some 
of the things we should try to keep from slipping 
away. Includes: Wreck-The-Nation Bureau Song 
Bert Loper; Ridin' Down The Canyon; Fenced; and 
others. 60 minute cassette. $10. 

Dana Lyons "Our State is a Dumpsite" 

A short but powerful cassette by environmental 
singer/songwriter Dana Lyons. From under the 
rainclouds of northwestern Washington, Dana's 
first production includes the title song. The 
Company's Been Good to Me, The Stars Will Always 
Move, and Drying Tears. $6. 


Dana Lyons "Animal" 

For anyone who has heard Dana at a RRR or on 
one of his many tours throughout the world, you 
know he’s one of the finest musicians and 
songwriters in the country. His mellifluous voice 


Peg Millett "Gentle Warrior" 

Peg is a longtime Earth First! activist who was 
subject to a huge FBI entrapment scheme that led 
to the notorious. "Arizona Five" trial in 1991. 
Proceeds from this, her first production, go to 
defer her legal costs from that trial. Includes the 
title track, Women ome Forth, Forever Wild, Forest 
Song, High Plateau, Medicine Wheel Song, Lady of 
the Flowing Waters, Now Is The Cool Of Day, Wild 
Things, Earth Chant, Womb Song Where There Is 
Fear There Is Power, Let Things Grow, I Can See Your 
Aura, What's Left Of The West, Have A Nice Day, 
Travelin' Shoes, and Live Like A Prayer. $ 10. 


Bill Oliver "Texas Oasis" 

Bill Oliver's first inspiring, witty and rollicking 
Peg Millett album includes Have to Have a Habitat, perhaps 

the most widely-known environmental song , as 
well as Texas Oasis; Pretty Paper, Pretty Trees; If 
Cans Were Nickels; Shopping Maul; Village Creek; 
Holes; Snail Darter March; River Libber; and lots more! $10 

Bill Oliver & Friends "Better Things To Do" 

Bill Oliver, the Bard of Texas, has rearranged his fine "Better 
Things To Do" cassette with the addition of several new songs 
including Turtle Island; Champ! (with the Austin Lounge Lizards); 
and Rio Grande Valley. Also includes Muir Power To You ; Better 
Things To Do; Get Along Litter Dogies (with Jerry Jeff Walker); Pine 
Away Pine Bark Beetle; Grand Canyon Rendezvous (by Glen Waldeck); 
When I Look Into The Sky; and more. $10 

Cecelia Ostrow "All Life Is Equal" 

Cecelia has one of the most beautiful voices in music today. The 
lyrics and music to her songs are haunting and profound. In- 
cludes: Sweet Oregon Home; Water; Wild Things; Forest Song Oh 
California; Dark Time; You Were There For Me; and more. $8. 

Rainforest Information Centre "Nightcap" 

An outstanding one hour long documentary of the successful 
defense of the Nightcap Rainforest in Australia in 1979. One half 
music including Take Your Bulldozers Away, Tonka Toys, and other 
great Australian environmental songs. The rest of the tape is live 
action recording from the blockade. $10. 

Joanne Rand "Home" 

Joanne's amazingly powerful and versartile voice climbs and 
dances through the scales, reminiscent of Joni Mitchell's early 
days. Includes: I'll Be Washed Away, Eyes Like Salmon, Home, Blood 
Red, Wayfarer, Radiation On My Windshield, Banks of Time, Nobody 
Lays A Hand On Me, and Thanks. $10. 



WITH VIOLINIST DON LAX 


Joanne Rand "Choosing Sides" 

In her second tape, Joanne delves into the 
emotional side of our environmental cri- 
sis. Among others, this tape features the 
song Koyaanisquatsi, which should be a 
theme song for ourdecade. Also includes: 
Always Be Warm, Gotta Give All You Have, 
Privileged Class, Last Flicker of Light, Geor- 
gia, Antarctica, Our Children's Children, 
Choosing Sides, I Love It, and Remember Me. 
$ 10 . 

Joanne Rand "Live" 

Joined by John Lax on the violin, this 
1992recording enhances Joanne's build- 
ing reputation as one of the most accom- 
plished and most spiritually atuned mu- 
sicians we have heard. The twelve tracks 
in this production include SevenMile Beach, 
Dream of Peace, Free to Let Be, Miracles or 
Nothing, Never Alone, Wake Up, Sacred 
Spaces, Inmvocation, Love and Lies, Working 
Woman, Earth My Body, and Song to the 
Center. $10. 
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Environmental Songs for Kids 

S HO*, 






John Seed, Bahloo & Friends "Earth 
First!" 

From Australia, John has done more to 
launch theglobal rainforest movement 
than has any other single person and 
has become one of the leading devel- 
opers of the Deep Ecology philosophy. 
His first album of Aussie music in- 
cludes: Extinction, Handful Of Timber, 
Ballad Of Mt. Nardi, The Water Song, 
Tonka Toys, Solomon Island, Killing Of 
The Trees, The Future Is In Our Hands, 
and more. $9. 

John Seed "Deep Ecology" 

John's second tape combines his words 
and music with those of many others, 
such as Dakota Sid, Greg Keeler, Dana 
Lyons, Lone Wolf Circles, and Bahloo. 
Includes: Invocation, Animal Spirits, 
Expanding Universe, Earth First!, Magic 
Forest, Subvert the Dominant Paradigm, 
Make Bucks, Burning Times, Gaia Medi- 
tation, I Am An Animal, Earth Ami, The 
Rainforest Within, Tribesmen of Penan, 
Angel of Sunshine, Leave It In The Ground, 
and Everyone Is Everyone. $ 10. 


JonSirkis "The Wild West" 

Jon showed up on our doorstep re- 
cently with another tape of his socially conscious folk-rock tunes. 
This high-quality production might be mistaken for a product of 
the corporate music offices in L.A. if you missed the words. With 
compassion and wit, he exposes the American Dream and pokes 
fun at both liberal and conservative know-nothings while making 
pleasant bouncy music. Includes: Solar Kills, In Jamaica, Roseville 
Fair, The Wild West, Think For Yourself, New Morality, and Aztlan. 
$9. 

Gary Snyder & Paul Winter "Turtle Island" 

Pulitzer Prize-winning poet and bioregionalism advocate Gary 
Snyder reads from his poetry to the backdrop of music from the 
Paul Winter Consort, with Prayer for the Great Family; Magpie's 
Song; True Night; Tomorrow's Song; Songs to Gaia; Toward Climax; 
Mother Earth: Her Whales; As for Poets; The Blue Sky; For the Children; 
For All. $12. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz "Spirit Is Still On The Run" 

Walkin’ Jim's powerful voice and wilderness-inspired lyrics will 
send shivers up your spine and launch a howl in your heart. 
Includes: All Along the Great Divide; Lone Lion Rims; Followin' the 
Rainbow Trail; Yellowstone Tales; Sweetwater, and more. $11. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz "Forever Wild" 

Walkin’ Jim Stoltz has walked 15,000 miles across the wilds of the 
West. These songs were written in the wilderness and are sung 
with his incredibly deep and resonant voice. Jim's second album 
includes: The Brand New Grand Canyon Suite, The River Song, Just A 
Part of the Sky, Let Me Listen To The Wind, Wolf Song, Old Cisco, 
Follow Your Heart, I Walk With The Old Ones, Green and Growing, 
Forever Wild. Includes liner notes. $11. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz "Listen to the Earth" 

Walkin Jim has put out another classic, full of Earth-music. His 
passionate lyrics and deep voice put you straight out into the 
wilderness, or remind you of why you should go. Includes: River 
Runnin' Through It, Listen To The Earth, Man Of The Mountains, I'm 
Goin'BackTo Idaho, Montana Moon InThe Pines, The Sacred Buffalo, 
and more. $11. 


Walkin' Jim Stoltz "A Kid for the Wild" 

With this, Walkin' Jim has put his remarkable 
voice to work for younger people. This is a tape 
full of kids' songs about wilderness and wild 
things, big and small. Besides the title song, this 
includes: Manfred the Mopey Moose, Slugs &Bugs, 
River Run, It Ain't Easy Bein' An OT Grizzly Bear, If 
I Were A Tree, Come Walk WithMe, YouDon'tNeed 
Ears To Listen, Wild Things Need Wild Places, Pika 
Pika, Whole Earth Harmony. $11. 


Glen Waldeck "Wreckin' Ball Waldeck" 
Longtime star of the campfire circuit and fre- 
quent accompanist to Bill Oliver (his humor 
makes Bill look like a straight man, a real accom- 
plishment), This guitar-swingin', styrofoam- 
hatin' musician's cassette includes: With My 
Friends, Tulsa Rag, N.O.L.A., Inspired By You, It's 
Apparent, Every Dog Has Its Day, Them People, Sign 
of the Times, Yellowstone or Bussed, Wreckin' Ball. 
$ 10 . 


The Wallys "Rainforest Roadshow '89" 

After years of playing second fiddle to John Seed, 
the Wallys recorded a tape of their own. If you've 
seen them at the Rendezvous, you know these 
cocky kids can match any of our established old 
fart musicians for energy, commitment, and 
clever lyrics! Imagine an environmentally con- 
cerned garage band from the Australian rainforest and you've got 
the Wallys. Includes: Once Upon A Planet, Lay Down Your Whopper, 
Planetary Flag That's Auker, Expanding Universe, Tonka Toys, Use It 
Up, Apeman, Leave It In The Ground. $ 10. 

Numerous musicians "Only One Earth” 

We're glad to offer this sampler tape, with powerful activist songs 
from 14 contemporary eco-musicians (incidentally, this cassette 
includes the only recording of Greg Keeler's "Manly Men" avail- 
able). If you don't know these folks, here's a nice introduction. 
This tape has studio recordings of: Ken Lonnquist- WakingUp; Bill 
Oliver - In These Ancient Trees; Fred Small - Heart of the Appaloosa; 
Cecelia Ostrow - Warrior of the Earth; Kelly Cranston - Bright Ocean 
Waters; Alice DiMicele - Julie's Song; Scotty Johnson - Century of 
Fools; Dana Lyons - Animal; Joanne Rand - Koyannisquatsi; Ned 
Mudd - Living on Borrowed Time; Greg Keeler - Manly Men; Dakota 
Sid Clifford - We Want the Whole Thing Back; Walkin' Jim Stoltz - 
Forever Wild; Susan Grace Stoltz - The Love We Carry Within. $ 12. 


Earth, N&n First! 


Earth First! 
Books 


PO Box 5176 Missoula. MT 59806 
406-728-81 14 

The latest addition to the fine line of 
Earth First! paraphenalia: flexible 
magnets. Keep those all-important bits 
of clipped out inspiration held firmly to 
your refrigerator. $ 1 .50 each. 


Wilderness On The Rocks 

by Howie Wolke 

Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages $15 

Earth First! Reader Edited by 
John Davis, Gibbs Smith Publisher, 
272 pages $14.95 
Waste of the West: 

Public Lands Ranching 

by Lynn Jacobs, 602 huge pages, $28 

Citizen Action Guide by 

Save America's Forests, 50 pages, $2 
We also have primers available, 8 pages 
each. Free or donation.: 

Killing Roads, A Citizen 's Guide to the US 
Forest Service, and a basic introduction to 
Earth First! 


Patches 



Earth Police S3 

Earth First! Fist (not shown)$3.50 


MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

Make checks out to EARTH FIRST! 
PO Box 5176, Missoula MT 59806 


j Quantity I Description 


Allow four weeks for delivery. Please contact us if it 
has not been received by that time. (406) 728-8114 
Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 









Announcements 


Blind 

Monkeywrench 
Art Project 


NEEDED: Ideas, designs, text, 
materials, artists, organizers, and 
fundraisers for and Educational Display 
(8 feet by 20 feet) on "The History of 
Human Development/Ecological De- 
struction andthe Resistance" (Protests, 
civil disobedience, monkeywrenching 
and New/Old Tribal culture). We will 
do a mock-up and when funds are 
found, do it up nice; take it to schools, 
events, concerts and demonstrations 
(riots?) HELP!HELP!HELP! 

To contribute materials (ply- 
wood, particle board, paint) or talents 
or cash write: POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 
85722 or call (602) 884-8007. 


Nonviolence 

Training 

Training Workshop for Nonviolence 
Trainers led by George Lakey. Febru- 
ary 19-21, 1993 in Philadelphia, PA. 
For more info and application contact: 
Training Center Workshops, 4719 
Springfield Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19143 
phone: (215) 729-7458. 


500 Years of 
Resistance 
Workshop in 
Manitoba 


The Critical Path Student 
Group is organizing a conference en- 
titled "500 Years of Indigenous and 
Popular Resistence," to be held at the 
University of Manitoba Drake Centre, 
November 12-14, 1992. Speakers from 
the US and Canada are scheduled to 
lead discussions and workshops at the 
conference. Included are: 

Winona Laduke, President of 
the Indigenous Women's Network. 

Ward Churchill, Co-ordinator 
of the Colorado American Indian 
Movement and vice-chair of the 
American Indian Anti-Defamation 
Council. Author of Marxism and Native 
Americans and Agents of Repression. 

Hans Koning, author of some 
twenty books, including Columbus: His 
Enterprise. 

For more information contact: 

Paul Burrows (204) 786-8681 
Viktor Vrsnik (204) 772-0758 
Michel Lavergne (204) 257-1532 



1993 MT. GRAHAM 


LUNAR PHASE CALENDAR 


TO BENEFIT 1993 ROUND RIVER RENDEZVOUS - 



Lots of Mt. Graham Complete lunar phases 
dates and info Dozens of photos 


2 or more to same 
address - $5 each 


ONLY $6 EACH PPD. 

Order one for a friend 


CHECKS TO AZEF! 

POB 3412, TUCSON, AZ 85702 


Mha W/es 





Talking Leaves is a monthly journal 
of deep ecology, inspired personal 
activism rooted in earthen spirituality. 
Past issues have featured articles by 
Gary Snyder, Starhawk, John Seed, 
Joanna Macy, Bill Devall, Lone Wolf 
Circles, Barbara Mor, etc. 

Talking Leaves speaks for the natural 
world and for the rekindling of our own 
wild spirit. 

Subscriptions are $18.00 one year/ 
$24.00 outside U.S. $30.00 two 
years/$48.00 outside U.S. Ol 

Send check or M.O. to : 

Talking Leaves ** 

1430 Willamette #367 
Eugene, OR 97401 
(503) 342-2974 




iwn J \ 




m 



Activist 

Conference 


The Earth First! activists' con- 
ference will be the last weekend of 
January, 1993, in the Shawnee section 
of southern Illinois. 

Activists should note that no 
outside funding has been secured to 
finance travel costs to the conference, 
so activists from around the bioregions 
are advised to start raising money 
now to send representatives from your 
bioregion to the conference. 

For more details on the spe- 
cifics of the conference, just check out 
the Yule edition of the Journal, due 
out on the Winter Solstice. 


& 



CONCERNED SINGLES NEWSLETTER 

links compatible singles who care about 
the earth, the environment, 

•Ss? and a healthy society. Kjf&L 
National and international membership. 
All ages. Since 1984. Free sample: 

Box SSS-B, Stockbridge, MA 01262. > 



Parole Denied 
for Mark Davis 


Mark Davis, who was up for a 30 
month parole, and recommended by 
the parole board, was denied by the 
Board of Prisons, as is currently serving 
his full six-yuear term, send your sup- 
port to mark #23106-008 FPC Dorm 8 
PO Box 1000, Boron, CA 93516 


Now White 
Boys Can Be 
Tribal Too! 


New Book: Anglo-American 
Biocentric Tribalism 
$21; free information: Thorz 
Hammer!, Box 15503, College 
Station, TX 77841 


The Job Seeker 

Specializing in environmental and 
natural resource vacancies nationwide 


art; auuui 


Rt 2 Box 16 
Warrens, Wl 54666 
608/378-4290 


Becky Potter 


Don't Know What to Get Your 
Favorite Hunt Sab for 
Channuka? 

Pull the Pin— Put it Back In! 


Hunting season is upon us. 
Time to save the animals. 
Instead of using pots and 
pans or a large airhorn, try 
this pager-sized device. It 
creates a 2 hour excruciat- 
ing 107 decible alarm. Once 
set off, it cannot be turned 
off without the key. Also 
could be fun for disrupting 
Wise Use meetings or just 
generally causing a distrac- 
tion. Use your imagination! 
Cost is $35. Send check or 
money order to: CEE POB 
93002 Albuquerque, NM 
87199-3002. 

\ Allow 2-3 weeks delivery. 



Children & Nonviolence Campaign/ 
WRL, 339 Lafiayette St, NYC 10012, 
or call (212)228-0450. 
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Canada 

Alberta 

Wild Alberta EF! 

Box 61245 

Brentwood Postal NW 
Calgery AB T2L 2K6 

British Columbia 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053 

Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 

Paul Watson 

POB 48446 

Vancouver, BC V7X 1A2 
(604) 688-SEAL 

Terra Prima/W Canada EF! 

POB 6491 Depot 1 
Victoria, BC V8P 5M4 

Vancouver EF! 

Box 21521 

1850 Commercial Drive 
Vancouver, BC V5N 4A0 

Ontario 

EF! Ottawa 
Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, ONT K1S 5H8 

Quebec 

EF! Montreal 
BP 42048 CPJ-Mance 
Montreal Quebec H2W 2T3 

Mexico 

Mexico City EF! 

Joe Keena 

Apdo. Postal 22-146 
14000 Mexico DF 
(5) 665-1610 
Mexico 


EF! Projects 

Carmageddon 
c/o EF! United Kingdom 
9 Ca/enove Rd 
London N16 6PA UK 
EF! Biodiversity Project 
POB 3132 

Boulder, CO 80307-3132 
EF! Direct Action Fund 
POB 210 

Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329 FAX 631-795 
EF! Eco-Vldeographe/EGR & 
EF! Genetic Alert 
POB 2182 
Berkely, CA 94702 
EF! Grizzly Bear Task Force 
POB 6151 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
Canadian Grizzly Bear TF 
Box 61245 

Brentwood Postal NW 
Calgary AB T2I. 2K6 
EF! Journal 
POB 5 176 

Missoula, MT 59806 
(406)728-8114 
iFIRanchingTask Force 
POB 5784 
Tucson, AZ 85703 
(602)758-3137 


Alaska 
Alaska EF! 

Wally World 
Michael Lewis 
POB 670647 
Chuglak, AK 99567 
Arizona 
Phoenix EF! 

Mike or Terri 
POB 8795 
Phoenix, AZ 85066 
(602) 276-2849 
Tucson EF! 

AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412 
Tucson, AZ 85722 

California 

Volcano EF! 

J. Sten Layman 
POB 1475 

Sutter Creek, CA 95685 
(209) 223-2965 
Glenn M. Brown 
1801 Sonoma St. #381 
Vallejo, CA 94590 
Bay Area EF! 

Bay Area Hotline 
(415) 949-0575 
Karen Pickett 
POB 83 

Canyon, CA 94515 
North Coast EF! 

Randy Ghent 
POB 4796 

Areata, Ecotopia 95521 
San Francisco EF! 

POB 411233 

San Francisco, CA 94141 

(408) 42S-8094 


EF! River Defense 
Task Force 
POB 60164 
Seattle WA 98160 
(206)521-3691 
Fund for Wild Nature 
POB 1683 

Corvallis, OR 97339 
Hunt Saboteurs 
BWAP! 

POB 67121 

Stotts Valley, CA 95067 
(408)437-8631 
Oeans Task Force 
c/o Ridley 

300 Broadway STE-28 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
Predator Project 
POB 6733 

Bozeman, MT 59771 
(406)587-3389 
Redwood Action Team 
Box 208 

Carberville, CA 95440 
(707)923-4112 
Riparian Action Faction 
- Boxll42 
Lotus, CA 95651 
(916)541-1622 
SEACrct 
POB 1175 
Newark, DE 19715 
(302)368-3736 


Earth First! Directory 


Pensacola, FL 32501 POB 184 

Florida EF! Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732 

Wiregrass (301) 855-4241 


Llfeweb 
POB 20803 
San Jose, CA 95160 
Santa Cruz EF! 

Karen DeBraal 
POB 344 

Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-8094 
Orange County EF! 

POB 28318 
Santa Ana, CA 92799 
Lake Tahoe EF! 

Bill Peterson 
POB 8934 

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96158 
Tahoe EF! 

Box 613077 

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96152 
(916) 541-0465 
Mike Saltz, Jr 
18032-C Lemon Dr #1 
Yorba Linda, CA 92686 
Dave Wheeler 
POB 1398 

Sugarloaf, CA 92386 
(714) 585-7160 
Coyote Creek Greens 
POB 1521 
Cypress, CA 90630 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381 

North Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 33663 
San Diego, CA 92163 

Colorado 

Walkabout 
POB 1166 
Boulder, CO 80306 
Scott Sala 
1141 Emerson St. 

Denver, CO 80218 
Gunnison EF! 

Gretchen Ulrich/Dewey Groover 
POB S916 WSC 
Gunnison, CO 81231 
(303)943-2354 
San Juan EF! 

Dan Johnson 
POB 3204 

Durango, CO 81302 
(303) 385-4518 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101 
Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
The Wild Ranch Review 
c/o Tim Haugen 
POB 81 

Gulnare, CO 81042 
Lee Turner 

POB 1025 W Elizabeth#E-217 
Fort Collins, CO 80521 
(303) 491-2530 
Florida 
Big Bend EF! 

Mary Allgire 
POB 20582 
Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Perdido Bay EF! 

Corbin McMulin 
410 W Blount St 


POB 13864 
Gainesville, FL 32604 
Pan 

c/o 1507 Edgevale Rd 
Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
Big Cypress EF! 

1938 Hollywood Blvd, 2nd fl. 
Hollywood, FL 33020 
Georgia 

Students for Env. Awareness 
Tate Student Center U of GA 
Athens, GA 30602 
Kids for Konservation 
POB 885 

Athens, GA 30601 
Paul Beck 
36S4 Old Ferry Rd 
Martinez, GA 30907 
(404) 855-6426 
Hawaii 

Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031 

Makawao, HI 96768 
(808) 572-2546 

Illinois 

Chicago EF! 

POB 6424 
Evanston, IL 60204 
Great Lakes EF! 

Don Luebbert 
4435 Highland 
Downers Grove, IL 60515 
(708) 969-2361 
Southern Illinois EF! 

POB 90 

Glen Carbon, IL 62034 
(618) 692-3246 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois 
Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 
Iowa 

TallgTass Prairie EF! 

Hal Rowe 
POB 305 

Iowa City, I A 52244 
(319) 354-6674 
Kentucky 
Erik Dellahousay 
455 Ed Howe Rd 
Munfordville, KY 42765 
(502) 531-6703 
Maine 
Maine EF! 

Billl Barker 
POB 507 

North Waterboro, ME 04061 
(207)247-4112 
Solon EF! 

Michael Vernon 
RFD 1 Box 4025 
Solon, ME 04979 
Maryland 
Chesapeake EF! 


Anacostia EF! 

3912 Longfellow St. 
HyattsvUle, MD 20781 
(301) 779-1740 
Westminster F,F1 
217 Kirkhoff Rd. 

Westminster, MD 21158 

Massachusetts 

Connecticutt Valley EF! 

POB 298 

Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 
Alan (Atticus Finch) Goldblatt 
66 Wendell St. 

Cambridge, MA 02138 
(617) 876-1750 
Michigan 
Red Cedar EF! 

4270 Eastgate 
Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
Minnesota 

Minnesota EF! 

Kent Jones 
Box 7448 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

Missouri 

Missouri EF! 

POB 189 

Pacific, MO 63069 
Sue Skidmore 
POB 681 JF 

Springfield, MO 65801 
Annie Magill 
POB 5905 

Kansas City, MO 64111 
Ray O McCall 
Rt. 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 

Montana 

Keep It Wild! 

POB 1121 

Whitefish, MT 59937 
Wild Rockies EF! 

Wild Rockies Review 
Milton Slummer 
POB 9286 

Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 
Yellowstone EF! 

Randall Restless 
Box 6151 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-9211 

Nebraska 

Buffalo Bruce 
HC 74 Box 76 
Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 
Nevada 
Great Basin EF! 

Jonas Prida 
POB 48 

Yerington, NV 89447 
(702) 463-2954 


New Jersey 

Bart Semcer 
POB 506 

Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

New Mexico 

Northern NMEF! 

Ginger Quinn 
POB 5170 
Taos, NM 87571 
(505) 758-5550 
Hawk 
POB 661 

Angel Fire, NM 87710 
New Mexico EF! 

Act Like an Earthquake 
POB 12896 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 
(505) 873-0299 
Greater Gila Biodiversity 
Project 
POB 12835 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 
New Jersey 
New Jersey EF! 

POB 506 

Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
New York 
Suburban EF! 

Eco-boy 
126 Purchase St 
Purchase, NY 10577 
(914) 253-9319 
EF! Susquehanna-Chenango 
Bioregion 
The Bear 
224 Bevier St 
Binghamton, NY 13904 
(607) 724-0348 

Greater Adirondack Bioregion 
1125 Phoenix Ave. 
Schenectady, NY 12308 
Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St. 

New York, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244 
Long Island EF! 

POB 812 

Huntington, NY 11743 
(516) 424-6499 
North Carolina 
South PAW 
Rodney Webb 
POB 3141 

Asheville, NC 28802 

Ohio 

Black Swamp EF! 

Michael St Margery Downs 
1117 1/2 N Erie St 
Toledo, OH 43604 
Ohio Valley EF! 

Brian Hagemann 
POB 21017 

University of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221 
Clint Holley III 
28410 S Bridge Circle 
Westlake, OH 44145 
(216) 892-7891 


Oklahoma 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

Jon Morris 
Rt 1 Box 143-1 
KeUyviUe, OK 74039 
(918) 247-6328 
Oregon 
Stumptown EF! 

POB 13765 
Portland, OR 97213 
(503) 231-0207 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384 
Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 343-7305 
Reed College EF! 

Reed Box 25 
PDX, OR 97202 
Kalmlopsis EF! 

POB 1846 

Cave Junction, OR 97523 

Pennsylvania 

Allemong Bioregion EF1 
POB 1689 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
Alleghany Biodiversity! 

POB 6013 
Pittsburg, PA 15211 
(412) 531-7705 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave 
Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 
RD #4 237-A Elk Lake 
Montrose, PA 18801 
(717) 278-1396 
South Carolina 

Southern Appalachian EF! 
Buddy Newman 
Unicorn Hills Farm 
Sunset, SC 29685 
(803) 878-2234 
Tennesee 

Forest Protection 
Biodiversity Project (PAW) 
POB 1101 

Knoxville, TN 37901 
(615) 524-4771 

Texas 

Llano Estacado EF! 

POB 4733 
Lubbock, TX 79409 
(806) 747-35S2 
William Larson 
9122 Oak Downs Road 
San Antonio, TX 78230 
(512) 342-2520 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 3, Box 114 
Cleveland, TX 77327 
EF! Austin 
POB 7292 
University Station 
Austin, TX 77327 
Utah 

Wild Utah EF! (WOOF!) 

POB 510442 

Salt Lake City, UT 84151 

Vermont 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
Anne Petermann 
POB 804 


International EF! 

Directory 

Australia 

Rainforest Iriformation Centre 
John Seed 
POB 368 

Lismore, NSW 2480 
AUSTRALIA 
TEL 066-21-85-05 
email pegtrainfeus 
Marianne Haynemann 
POB 256 

Mitchem, VIC 3132 
AUSTRALIA 
Melbourne EF! 

GPO Box 1738Q 
Melbourne, VIC 3001 
AUSTRALIA 
Germany 
Earth First! Germany 
Jan Ebert 
Blumenrode 11/13 
D-8620 Lichtenfeh 
GERMANY 
India 

Arnand Skaria 
PB #14 

Cochin 682001 
Kerala 

tel 009-484-25435 
Society of Active Volunteers for 
Environment (SAVE) 

Bander Bagicha 
Near Maurya Ink 
PATNA-800 001 Bihar 
Post Box 229 


Poland 
A. janusz Korbcl 
ul. Magi 21/3 
43-300 Bicbko Biala 

United Kingdom 

Lea Valley EF! 
jasort Torrance 
POB 2573 
LondonN16 6HN 
Tel (44) 081 8061S61 
Fax (44) 081 8061561 
email gmjtorrance 
Manchester El'i 
Paul Williamson 
c/o 2 Hall Ave 
Rusholme, Manchester 
M14 5HNUK 
Oxford E.F!/Kate Geary 
Box E, 34 Cowley Rd 
Oxford, OX4 111/ 

Tel: 0865-59593 
South Downs EF! 

c/o Prior House, 6 
Tilbury Pi. 

Bnghton/Past Sussex BN2 
2GY 

Cambridge EF! 

Des Keane 
60S Kings College 
Cambridge CB2 1ST 
Scotland 
Scottish Tree Trust 
30 Edgemont St. 

Glasgow G413EL 


Burlington, VT 05402 
(802) 658-2403 
Preserve Appalachian 
Wilderness (PAW) 

Buck Young 
Box 52A 

Bondville, VT 05340 
(802) 297-1022 
Two Rivers EF! 

POB 85 

Sharon, VT 05065 

Virginia 

Virginia/DC EF! 

Robert F. Mueller 
Rt. 1, Box 250 
Staunton, VA 22401 
(703) 885-6983 
Appalachian EF! 
Appalachian Econnection 
Ernie Reed 
POB 309 

Nellysford, VA 22958 
(804) 361-9036 
Virginia Highlands, EF! * 
c/o Brenda Vest 
POB 40 

Goshen, VA 24439 
Washington 
Shuskan EF! 

Tony Van Gessel 
POB 773 

Bellingham, WA 98227 


Seattle EF! 

Earth First! Bulletin 
POB 60164 
Seattle, WA 98160 
(206) 521-3691 
Olympic Peninsula EF! 

The Dancing Nudi Branches 
POB 1813 

Port Townsend, WA 98368 
Cheetwood EP. 

POB 10147 
Olympia, WA 98502 
Okanogan Highlands EF! 
POB 361 

Republic, WA 99166 

West Virginia 

National Sacrifice Zone 
Vince Packard 
POB 65 

Myra, WV 25544 

Wisconsin 

Midwest Headwaters EF! 
News 

Madison EF! 

Bob Kaspar 
POB 14691 
Madison, WI 53714 
(608) 241-9426 
H. Bruse 
235 Travis Drive 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 

(715) 423-5636 





EF! 

POBox 5176 
Missoula, MT 59806 


ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 


Non-Profit Organization 
Bulk Rate 
US Postage 

PAID 

Permit # 250 
Missoula, Montana 





NOTE: A red check mark 
on your address label 
means your subscription 
is expiring. FVase renew! 




Environment & Society Portal 


Suggested citation: Roselle, Mike, ed., Earth First! Journal 13, no. 2 (21 December 1992). 

Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia Library. 
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6967 


Ah rights reserved. The user may download, preserve and print this material only for private, 
research or nonprofit educational purposes. The user may not alter, transform, or build upon 
this material. 


The Rachel Carson Center's Environment & Society Portal makes archival materials openly 
accessible for purposes of research and education. Views expressed in these materials 
do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of the Rachel Carson Center or its partners. 



tiJofs 




THE RADICAL ENVIRONMENTAL JOURNAL 


December 21 


THREE DOLLARS 


Thanksgiving Massacres on West Coast 

California’s: Oregon's: 

Owl Creek Enola Hill 


By Slugthang 

The Enola Hill Campaign has been 
Stumptown Earth Firsti's most com- 
plete effort in memory. Large contin- 
gents from Stumptown, Cheetwood 
(Olympia, WA), and Reed College Earth 
First! jumped into action to block the 
logging of a big chunk of a 160-acre 
private inholding atop Enola Hill 
within Mt. Hood National Forest. Other 
Earth First! activists from around the 
Northwest also pitched in, along with 
other Portlanders and some long-time 
American Indian liberationists. 

Enola Hill is a ridge on the western 
slopes of Wy'east (Mount Hood). A 
small group of activists who live in the 
largely recreation- and timber-based 
communities near Enola Hill have been 
working for a decade and a half to stop 
increased forest cutting in the "Mt. 
Hood Corridor," the heavily-traveled 
route of Highway 26 on the way from 
Portland to Wv'East, along the Sandy, 
Zig Zag and Salmon river valleys. Long 
under dubious "protection" as a scenic 
"viewshed" for the throngs of skiers 
and other recreationists travelling 26, 
the hills and ridges have been subject 
to more and more visible and not-so- 
visible cuts. 

Private, county, state, and Mt. Hood 
National Forest lands in the area have 
all been impacted by logging. The Mt. 
Hood forest is a major timber pro- 
ducer, and has been heavily overcut 
like the rest of the Northwest forests. 
But looking up and across the valley 
from an east-facing overlook on Enola, 
the only human-made scar visible is a 
steep grade cut into rock for route 26 as 
it rises toward the southern slopes of 
Hood. No recent clearcuts yet in this 
panorama — a rarity for many water- 
sheds in our besieged forests. The local 

continued on page 6 


By Michael Lewis 



By Randy Ghent 

"You better stay away from my 
chainsaw!" shouted an angry old- 
growth faller. 

"My hand is on the bar of your 
chainsaw, and you better not start it 
'cause my hand will be ripped up," 
Earth First!er John Garcia rebutted. 
"Take this day off, please, and I'll invite 
you to dinner." 

Thanksgiving was not the typical 
relaxing holiday for Earth First! in 
Ecotopia's redwood bioregion. It was 
then that we realized what MAXXAM/ 
Pacific Lumber had resorted to. This 
Houston-based mega-corporation be- 
gan illegally falling giant redwoods and 
Douglas firs in Owl Creek on the Friday 
after Thanksgiving. The dust didn't 
finally settle until the following Tues- 
day, when the court shut down the 
operation, well after 100 ancient trees 
had fallen. Eighteen activists had been 
arrested in two days of nonstop direct 
action. 

Owl Creek Grove, at just less than 
500 acres, lies (but mostly still stands!) 
7 miles east of Fortuna, California. It is 
the second largest unprotected grove 
of ancient redwoods. Roughly half of 
the grove, or 237 acres, is included in 
the current Timber Harvest Plan that 
was entered over the holiday. Owl 
Creek has been threatened since 1985, 
when Humboldt County's Pacific 
Lumber (PL) was taken over with junk 
bonds by M AXXAM's notorious Charlie 
Hurwitz, and the greedy corporation 
tripled PL's rate of cutting ancient red- 
wood forests at the expense of the 
workers and the ecosystem. 

North Coast Earth First!, along with 


Maxxam/ Pacific Lumber began illegally falling timber in Owl Creek on the Friday 
after Thanksgiving. 


many activists from Santa Cruz to Or- 
egon, answered the call for direct ac- 
tion. "The response and support from 
people coming from all over on short 
notice was awesome," exclaimed par- 
ticipant Dan Close. By Saturday night, 
we were mobilized at our base camp in 
a public campground a few miles south 
of Owl Creek. This beautiful site filled 
with ancient redwoods was an inspir- 
ing source of energy for participants, 
and was complete with a flowing river 
and a warm, inviting fire. It was an 
excellent base from which to get people 
into the woods to confront the loggers 
and the destruction their corporation 
was causing. 


"Grab him, he's got a camera" ech- 
oed through the giant trees. Another 
logger replied, "I've got him.. .he's on 
crutches," on having caught Doug 
Thron, an Earth First! photographer 
with a sprained ankle who heroically 
hobbled out to Owl Creek to document 
the destruction. 

One logger, when asked about job 
security, referred to Headwaters Forest, 
the largest unprotected ancient red- 
wood grove, as his "retirement plan," 
and said, "We're gonna log Headwa- 
ters, and you're gonna have to call in 
the National Guard to stop us. " He also 
expressed a bit of environmentalism: 
"I'm saving the redwoods... I didn't 

continued on page 5 


Of Wolves and Men, with Guns 



INSIDE 


ALF Raids ADC 


Thoughts on Direct Action, 
Movements and 
Social Justice 


Judi Bari Sues FBI 


Innu People Under Seige 


In a unanimous decision, the Alaska Alaska came to a head in the early 
Board of Game has approved a plan to 1980s, when Alaska State Division of 
kill 300-400 wolves in interior Alaska Wildlife Conservation head David 
in an attempt to increase caribou and (Machine Gun) Kellyhouse proposed 
moose populations in selected areas of that state officials be equipped with 
the state. The plan calls for Alaska . automaticweaponstoblastwolvesfrom 
Division of Wildlife Conservation of- helicopters and airplanes. The result- 
ficials to conduct aerial shooting of ing flood of outrage resulted in a ban 
wolves with shotguns, destroying 80% on aerial wolf hunting in the state for 
of all wolves in two popular caribou several years. However, underpressure 
and moose hunting areas. from Alaska hunting groups, the Board 

The decision of the Game Board of Game continued to attempt to re- 
comes after years of fierce opposition instate aerial wolf hunting as a part of 
from state and national conservation the state's game laws, 
organizations, including testimony In Alaska, the state's 5,000-7,000 
from state wildlife biologists that wolf wolves are considered big game, and as 
control does not result in a rise of such are subject to sport and subsistence 
caribou and moose numbers. The Game hunting on state-owned land. Wolves 
Board bowed to intense pressure from are protected on federal lands and in 
Alaska hunters and guides to kill wolves buffer zones around areas such as Denali 
in two areas which are easily accessible Park, but anywhere else in the state, 
to urban hunters from Anchorage and wolves are actively hunted. From 500 
Fairbanks, the state's largest population to 1 ,000 wolves are killed every year, 
centers. legally and illegally, and their furs sold 

Controversy over wolf control in on the open market. 

continued on page 6 


Aerial shootings of wolves could begin in 
Alaska as early as January in an "effort" 
to boost caribou and moose populations 
for hunters. 
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Earth First! and Social Justice 


The most recent issue of Wild Earth 
contained an article entitled "Radical 
Environmentalism in the 90s," by aca- 
demic deep ecologist George Sessions. 
In this article, Sessions addresses the 
controversy surrounding Earth Firstl's 
relationship to the struggle for social 
justice. We hope to clear the air of 
mistaken impressions and to move 
beyond the divisive controversy. 

In his article, Sessions states: "As 
for the future of radical environmen- 
talism, I find the situation with Earth 
First! very distressing. The Green po- 
litical movement throughout the world 
has struggled with the problem of 
whether to embrace the Age of Ecology 
(the new ecocentric consciousness and 
paradigm), and rise above the old po- 
litical/social ideologies ( neither left nor 
right, but out in front), or whether to 
fall back into the leftist rhetoric of 
social class struggle. Many of the prob- 
lems within the Green Movement stem 
from their inability 7 to deal successfully 
with this issue. 

"Will the radical environmental- 
ism of the future move beyond pre- 
ecological political ideologies and 
genuinely put Earth first, or will the 
momentum of ecological consciousness 
be lost as we regress back to anthropo- 
centric ideologies and social agendas 
which fail to integrate the human so- 
cial problems into the wider frame- 
work of the health and 
integrity of the Earth? 

Will newcomers to the 
radical and deep long- 
range environmental 
movements educate 
themselves to the his- 
tory 7 and leading ideas 
of ecology and 
ecosophy, and thus 
understand a genuine 
ecocentrism, or will 
they continue to bring 
their past baggage with 
them and demand that 
existing radical envi- 
ronmental organiza- 
tions conform to their 
pre-ecological ideolo- 
gies and priorities?" 

For Sessions those 
with a '"social justice' 
background," rather 
than "adapting to the 
ecocentric vision and 
agenda of Earth First!, 
increasingly demanded 
in disruptive ways that 
Earth First! adapt itself 
to their social priorities. 

Dave Foreman tried to reassert the pri- 
orities of ecocentrism and of putting 
the Earth first (human population sta- 
bilization and reduction, wilderness, 
etc.) in an Earth First! Journal article in 
1987, but the leftist social/political 
agenda and tactics were soon to drive 
many of the more conservation- 
minded Earth First! leaders out of the 
group." 

This article was Foreman's para- 
mount statement delineating the dif- 
ferences between deep ecology and the 
social justice perspective. It is very 
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similar in substance, if not tone, to a 
speech Dave gave at the 1987 Round 
Fliver Rendezvous, printed in this issue 
(see page 8). We are in general agree- 
ment with everything he says. We 
choose to print his '87 speech because 
it is inspirational, passionate, and an 
excellent statement for Earth First!. 

George Sessions, along with Dave 
Foreman and others, broke from Earth 
First! in 1990. This occurred as a result, 
in part, of the conflict that Sessions 
speaks of. The publication of Wild Earth, 
edited by Dave Foreman, followed soon 
after this split within Earth First!. 

Controversy also revolved around 
"Certain casual remarks by individual 
Earth First!ers (made, to some extent, 
for their shock value to drive home the 
message of how 7 out of balance con- 
temporary humans are on the planet) 
concerning allowing Ethiopians to 
starve, and AIDS as Nature's popula- 
tion control device..." 

The public reaction to these state- 
ments were damaging to Earth First!, 
and especially to Foreman. And the 
criticisms were justified, even if 
overplayed. However, rather than re- 
asserting "the priorities of ecocentrism 
and of putting the Earth first," as Ses- 
sions claims, Foreman's statements had 
an opposite effect. As a movement, 
Earth First! is still feeling the sting of 
Foreman's careless public statements, 


which were only one individual’s views 
but were widely mistaken to be repre- 
sentative of every Earth Firstler. 

More importantly, these statements 
seemed to suggest that an acceptance 
of human suffering is necessary if we 
are to place the Earth first. It is implied, 
then, that we must choose between 
our commitment to Earth First! and to 
social justice. We strongly disagree 
with this. 

As radical environmentalists, we 
do not accept this choice. As Earth 
First.'ers, we are aware of the relation- 


ship between nature's destruction and 
the roots of social injustice, between 
human suffering and human destruc- 
tion of the wild, between the loss of the 
wild within all of us and the social 
alienation, poverty and oppression that 
turns people against people and against 
nature. Hence, the end to the human 
destruction of nature must coincide 
with an end to the oppression of hu- 
mans by humans. 

We also believe that solidarity with 
Indians and the struggle with women's 
issues, for instance, can exist in our 
heads and in our movement, while 
simultaneously devoting our time and 
energies — and our priorities — to 
defending the wild. Ignorance, gender 
oppression, racism, etc., must not exist 
in Earth First! And we are all the more 
effective in our work if these social 
injustices are nonexistent in our move- 
ment. By maintaining our commit- 
ment to placing the Earth first, while 
also intergrating social justice, we do 
not thereby dilute our deep ecology 
focus. 

Earth First! comes from the heart. 
Our inspiration, our motivation, comes 
from tfie Earth and from the wild crea- 
tures. It is this that moves us, not some 
deep ecology scripture. The funda- 
mentalism that divides the Earth from 
humans is a dogma to which we do not 
subscribe. We act out of love for the 
Earth, and this love 
doesn't preclude con- 
cern for our fellow hu- 
mans, but may in fact 
extend to them. 

As Sessions says, we 
"need to do some seri- 
ous soul-searching." 
This we have done, and 
this we will continue to 
do. In fact, this issue of 
the Journal is intended 
to encourage this soul- 
searching, in part as a 
response to Sessions' 
article. We extend our 
thanks to him. 

One who feels it, 
knows it. We know the 
oppression — the loss 
of the nature, the loss 
of the wild within and 
without. This loss can- 
not be addressed ad- 
equately by needlessly 
separating the social 
crisis from the earth cri- 
sis. Earth First! is all the 
more radical today as a 
result. 

The Journal staff: 

Tim Ballard 
Jacob Bear 
Lara Mattson 
Don Smith 
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Opinion 

Dear Greenpeace for Brains, 


Letter from a Friend 
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Greenpeace is great and gee, they have such neat 
toys and hey, they is practicaliy closet Earth Firsters! 
A regular flippin' mutual admiration society. 

Never mind that long-time Earth Firstlers Peter 
Bralver while working on the Long Beach "action" 
was told by Greenpeacers that he was not welcome 
because of his association with the Sea Shepard 
Conservation Society. 

Oh, let's just forget that Greenpeace is a multi- 
national ecological corporation that supports the 
Mexican slaughter of dolphins and the Faeroese 
slaughter of pilot whales. 

But what really ticks me off is that Earth First? has 
become what Greenpeace became years ago, a 
goddamn organization of banner hangers. 

Look at yourself. Page one of Samhain 92 has a 
banner and a protest sign. Page two drapes a placard. 
More banners on pages six and seven. A banner 
hanging from a tree on page nine. Protest signs on 
page 28. Bumper stickers galore on page 33. 

So you proved that you all are literate. I can see 
the Freddies shuddering in their boots now. And 
those longshoremen down in Long Beach, 1 betcha 
they really took a fright from those warnings about 
GATT. 

What a bunch of first rate prima donna com- 
promising lilly livered wimps. "Stop logging or we're 
going to hang a fucking banner in front of you," or 
"Read my protest sign Earth raper." 

Closet Earth Firstler my ass. The present crowd in 
Missoula putting out this pablum on your tree fleshed 
rag are closet Greenpeacers. The real Earth Firsters! 
are now writing for and publishing Wild Earth hav- 
ing been dislodged by the anti-tree spiking anti- 
monkeywrenching crowd of vermin with their oh so 
fucking holier than thou politically correct agenda of 
anthropocentric trivialities. 


Keep it up. Hang banners while the Earth burns. 
For myself, I would rather see the old Earth First! not 
the sanitized Greenpeace-influenced, soon to be 
Greenpeace-controlled Earth First! 

Thank Gaia that I still have a crew of passionate 
ass-kicking eco-buccaneers who ain't afraid to ram 
and sink ocean raping pirates and remain proud to be 
warriors without having to worry that they may be 
offending some politically correct agenda that de- 
fines radical environmentalism by socialist or anar- 
chist criteria. 

And hey, if you don't like what I'm saying, then 
by all means, go hang a banner from the mast of my 
ship. I'm sure that you'll scare the tar out of me by 
doing so. Hell, if I get really scared, I'll flash a picket 
sign at you or perhaps mail off a petition to plead and 


What really ticks me off 
is that Earth First? 
has become what Greenpeace 
became years ago, 
a goddamn organization of 
banner hangers. 


whine for understanding. 

Actually, Greenpeace once picketed one of our 
ships in Honolulu. They accused us of being racism 
for our opposition to Japanese dolphin killing. We 
felt so-o-o guilty which is why, I guess that we broke 
their signs in two and slashed this oh so cute inflat- 
able whale balloon to pieces. A couple of them 
actually cried and threatened to call the "dread, 
shudder" media on us. 

Get real and get a life. This planet is under siege. 


Species and habitat eradication is escalating. This 
ain't fun and games, this war, like in planetary 
survival against a violent, greedy, hell-bent-on-col- 
lective -suicide enemy. 

Did Washington hang banners at Valley Forge to 
stop the British? Did B-52 bombers drop picket signs 
and petitions to defeat the Nazi regime? Did Gandi 
(sic) triumph against the British Raj without suffer- 
ing casualties? Did the Lakota go down to defeat 
without fighting and dying and striving? No, no, no. 
They fought, they defended, they attacked, they 
suffered, they won some and lost some but they put 
their life and freedoms on the line and they proudly 
stood their ground. 

One thing they did not do was hang fucking 
banners or dress up in animal costume and prance 
about like eco-defense was some sort of masquerade 
dance and comedy routine. Do you people realize 
how embarrassing it is to share a movement with 
animal crackers, human billboards and mall vomit- 
ing protesters? Lets see a little courage, a little pride 
of character and an approach that demonstrates 
some commanding respect for this living Earth, this 
mother of us all and her children. If you're not 
prepared to fight for her honour, her integrity and 
her future then for her sake get the fuck off the pot 
unless you're prepared to take a shit. 

When you are prepared, you'll realize that ban- 
ners are good for one thing only — to wipe your ass. 


Most Sincerely Yours, 

Captain Paul Watson 
Sea Shepard Conservation 
Society 



Dear Mike,. Dan Hu6| 9 

I'm glad you put an article on GATT in the Mabon 
issue. Yesterday the North American Free Trade Agree- 
ment was "initialed” by Mexico, Canada and the US. GATT 
is not a "done deal" yet, but (and I hate to say this because 
I try very hard to be positive) I believe it will be. 

We're going to have to fight GATT in the streets, 
literally. By the time most people learn enough about 
GATT to oppose it, it will be too late. This, of course, is 
planned by those it benefits since they own the major 
media. It's beyond me how politicians running for na- 
tional office who are concerned about jobs can actually 
support GATT, but they do. Local reps are more critical (at 
least here in Vermont), but the decisions aren't being made 
locally. At every event I've attended in the past few 
months, GATT was a major focus — even if it wasn't on the 
agenda. For example, at a conference supported by Rep. 
Bernie Sanders called "Building a Women’s Agenda”, I 
spent a major portion of my workshop answering ques- 
tions about GATT, helping people understand what it 
would mean to our lives if/when it is passed. They were 
pissed, just as people always are when they learn the facts. 

Everyone wants to know what to do, and this is the 
hard part. Of course you can write to your elected represen- 
tatives, but that's not really doing anything. My answer to 
this question assumes that GATT will be passed. Even if it 
doesn't happen this year or next year, some version of free 
trade will go into effect and we all know who it will benefit 
and who will be hurt. 

We're going to have to disengage our local and re- 
gional economies from the national and international 
economies. We're going to have to create sustainable, 
ecologically sane, decentralized (community-based) 
economies. We're going to have to live where we live. Earth 
Firstlers don't have a problem with this. The problem is 
most people simply don't believe it's possible. People are 
conditioned to look elsewhere for solutions. People see our 
connections to national and international markets as 
inevitable and desirable. It's how business "competes” and 
people generally accept (i.e. don't question) the "fact" that 
local/regiorial business can't "compete" with multination- 
als. Whether this is “right” or not, whether it really serves 


the needs of people in a community isn't the issue, even 
though it should be. Progress is progress. We have become 
(again this isn't news for EF!) a nation of zombies, pacified 
by media and shopping malls, kept too busy "making ends 
meet", caugitt in a rat race that never ends. As a nation, we 
have lost our will and we have lost our heart. And we are 
in the process of losing our soul. 

We cannot solve the crises precipitated by GATT and 
related tyranny intellectually. These have to be solved 
with our hearts and souls. While we can and must discuss 
strategy’ and offer models for taking back our economic 
power that work (really!), we must go deeper because we 
have to move beyond peoples fears. 

Right now people need to understand the corporate 
web that attempts to control every aspect of our lives — 
and very often succeeds. We need to know who the enemy 
is. We need to get this information out beyond our own 
circles, beyond our own publications. We need to put our 
faces on the exploiters and the exploited. A good way to 
help people understand the implications of "free trade” is 
to let folks know about the maquiladora industry. Since 
1965 a free zone has been operating south of the U.S./ 
Mexican border. 90% of the factories there are owned by 
U.S. -based TNCs. 2/3 of the workers are women between 
the ages of 17 and 25. 

We have severed our connection to each other that is 
based on our connection to the land. We must rebuild, 
reconnect, become strong. If we have sustainable, local 
economies that produce the goods/services needed by 
community members, we can thumb our noses at corpo- 
rations and governments. If they cut us off, so what? We 
won't starve, we won’t freeze — our security will be in our 
relationships with each other and with the land. By 
disengaging a portion of our economic activities from the 
federal monetary system by instituting barter networks 
and community currencies, we can "earn" fewer federal 
dollars and still have a high quality of life. We can explore 
ways of engaging in fair trade with other regions and 
nations, rather than exploitive "free trade". 

Regarding jobs, there's more than enough work to be 
done in restoration, conservation, energy-related areas, 
education and cleaning up the shit created by the military- 
industrial complex. People are afraid and don't know 
where to start or, even if it's possible, to walk a different 
path. My optimism isn’t in hoping Congress will see the 
light and veto GATT. My optimism lies with people willing 
to fight for the Earth on the many front lines being drawn, 
whether defending old-growth, fighting dams, defending 
biodiversity or working in communities to create alterna- 
tives to business-as-usual. 

Despite much evidence to the contrary, I continue to 
believe there is hope for us. We aren't all going to make it, 
though. If you think times are hard now, just wait. Earth 
is going to do many of us in as she cleanses herself; we will 
do many of ourselves in as we fight each other and poison 
the planet. I'm not a survivalist. What will be will be. But 
I'm into healing and that's where I'm putting my energy. 
Healing relationships, building community and building 
bridges of understanding where I can. 

For the Earth, 

Susan Meeker-Lowry 


Editor's Note : Susan Meeker-Lowry is the director of Catalvst, 
art organization which advocates sustainable economics. She is 
the author of "Economics As If The Earth Really Mattered" 
and the upcoming "Breaking The Corporate Grip". To 
subscribe to Catalyst's magazine or to order their other publi- 
cations write to: Catalyst, P.O. Box 1308, Montpelier, VT 
05601, (802) 223-7943. 


Dear SFB, 

In Montana we live behind the Bovine Curtain where 
anything critical of the livestock industry is censured. The 
decision by the Beaverhead National Forest to continue 
the degradation of public resources on the Upper Ruby 
Allotment to benefit welfare ranchers is a case in point. 
Consider the following: 

1. The FS's own analysis showed that termination of 
all grazing on the Upper Ruby would have had the greatest 
benefits for soils, water quality, riparian areas, wildlife and 
even economics (the taxpayer's pocketbook, not the 
ranchers.) 

2. Each of Montana's Congressional Delegation ac- 
tively took up the cause of the ten welfare ranchers that use 
our lands for their personal profit, and to one degree or 
another tried to influence the Forest Service's decision to 
make sure that the agency did not favor the landscape and 
taxpayers over the livestock industry. 

3 . When the EPA questioned whether the current plan 
would resolve water quality problems in a timely and cost- 
effective manner, they too were silenced by the welfare 
ranchers' lackies in Congress. As John Mumma and 
Loraine Mitizmever learned, you don't ignore demands 
from special interests represented by the Congressional 
delegation if you want to keep your job. Anyone who 
claims the Upper Ruby decision was based on what is best 
for the land is deceiving the public. 

4. Under the proposed alternative improvements in 
range condition will be slow to nonexistent with decades 
required to bring about riparian recover}’, and only in 
some places. Furthermore, the FS's own analysis demon- 
strated that there will continue to be negative impacts on 
wildlife, soils, water quality, and recreation. This includes 
potential conflicts with grizzlies and wolves (the preferred 
alternative calls for increasing sheep grazing in this area), 
and it failed to consider sheep impacts on potential big- 
horn sheep reintroduction possibilities, and it continues 
to permit degradation of fisheries. 

What is particularly irksome about the proposed "so- 
lution" is that it requires miles of new fencing, dozens of 
water developments, sagebrush control and other ma- 
nipulation of the landscape, all done at taxpayer expense. 
In essence, the public will be paying to make our public 
lands a better feedlot for someone eise's livestock. Is that 
what public lands are all about? 

Anyone who believes that "better livestock manage- 
ment" is the solution to livestock-created impacts should 
rethink what this means. It requires greater taxpayer 
subsidies and greater manipulation of our land, merely to 
protect the profits of a few private commercial users of our 

continued on page 35 
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A HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 


THE BATTLE FOR MOUNT GRAHAM 


By Jean Eisenhower 

"Machiavellian," "liars," and "paid 
guns," are just a few of the terms Paul 
Hirt uses without hesitation to describe 
the administrators of the Mount Gra- 
ham Astrophysical Observatory. Hirt 
earned his Ph.D. in US History and 
Environmental Policy at the Uni versity 
of Arizona (UA), sponsor of the project, 
an 18-telescope proposal. Hirt became 
involved in this issue long before it 
became controversial. 

UA administrators often cite ten 
years of failed effort working within 
the system as their reason for having 
needed to circumvent the law with 
special legislation in 1988. In 1983 the 
Smithsonian Institute, one of the origi- 
nal project partners (which has since 
dropped out), first approached Paul 
Hirt. They offered to support the Ari- 
zona Wilderness Coalition, which he 
represented, on some wilderness 
boundaries if the Coalition would sup- 
port them with room for "two tele- 
scopes" on Mount Graham. Hirt was 
hesitant about setting aside any more 
mountain peaks for astronomy in 
southern Arizona, but was finally 
convinced that only two telescopes, 
with tight restrictions, would be a 
reasonable and politically pro- 
ductive trade. 

"I found out a year later," 

Hirt explains, "that at the very 
time they were talking to me 
about two telescopes on Mount 
Graham, they and their part- 
ner, the University of Arizona, 
were drawing up the 18-tele- 
scope proposal and submitting 
it to the Forest Service." For 
years, the University referred 
to the Coalition's acceptance 
of those two telescopes on 
Mount Graham to indicate en- 
vironmentalists' support for 
their project. 

By 1985 the partners had 
convinced the Forest Service to 
try to slip this mammoth 
project past the public without 
going through the proper pro- 
cedures. The Forest Service 
produced a Plan which in- 
cluded an 18-telescope project 
with dormitories, parking lots, 
and other support facilities on 
3,500 acres covering more than 
one mountain peak — without 
any environmental assessment. 

The environmental impact of 
this massive project was de- 
scribed in only two paragraphs, 
listing "some impact on some 
wildlife species" and "a nega- 
tive impact on visual re- 
sources." The public howled, and the 
Forest Service agreed to do it over. 

Two years later, the Forest Service 
finished a draft Environmental Impact 
Statement on the Mount Graham As- 
trophysical Observatory project, and 
conceded that the environmental 
consequences would be so enormous 
that they could only approve five 
telescopes on one peak. UA was furi- 
ous, but they had been busy behind the 
scenes. 

UA was working to create a popu- 
lar bandwagon effect, first by pulling 
political strings — and then through 
slander and more lies. UA convinced 
Kitt Peak Observatories to announce 
that they were considering Mount 
Graham as a site for the world's largest 
optical infrared telescope — even 
though they had already decided to 
put it on Mauna Kea in Hawaii. This 
political move so angered one member 
of the site selection team, Roger Lins, 
that he quit the committee. Lins, a 
nationally renowned expert on site 


selection for telescopes, then produced 
a study of all the continental telescope 
sites in the western U.S., and found 
Mount Graham to be number 39 on a 
list of 60 potential sites. 

Hirt says of the University, "They 
[administrators] started slandering 
Roger Lins and the study, saying that it 
was inadequate and inappropriate. 
Then they engaged in their own biased 
study. Two astronomers within theUA 
piled up paper upon paper into a big 
thick document to 'prove' Mount 
Graham was number one. They had all 
these strange criteria like 'Is it devel- 
opable?' 'Is it close to the UA?' and 
'Can we control the site?' Their studies 
were so flawed, they could never get it 
published. They couldn't even get it 
peer-reviewed. But they told all the 
media and all the politicians that Lins’ 
study was flawed and theirs was right. 
Local papers don't pay their reporters 
to investigate news releases, and no- 
body checked, except for the more 
academic papers which aren't widely 
read." 

Back in 1984, Kitt Peak had placed 
site-testing instruments on both the 
Mount Graham and Mauna Kea sites, 


and by 1 986 had concluded that Mount 
Graham was indeed a very inferior site. 
But, political pressure being what it is, 
UA was able to convince Kitt Peak to 
suppress the report — until someone 
inside leaked the information to activ- 
ists. The news was finally publicly 
released in 1987 that only 56% of nights 
on Mount Graham are even suitable 
for astronomy. While "peak seeing 
time" was excellent, it was only for 
four to seven days a year. UA public 
relations machinery proved that might- 
makes right, as they were able to ob- 
scure this information in the general 
media and convince local people that 
Mount Graham was an exceptional 
site for astronomy, worth the public 
cost and long-term impacts. 

In 1987, with a number of Mount 
Graham species under study for 
threatened, endangered and sensitive 
status, the Mount Graham red squirrel 
was listed as an endangered species — 
over the desperate and hilarious objec- 
tions of the University. At one point, 


UA begged the Forest Service not to list 
the squirrel because they said they could 
do a better job of recovering it from the 
brink of extinction — by bulldozing flat 
areas for the squirrels to build their 
nests, providing artificial middens with 
styrofoam cone caches, supplying them 
with peanuts, etc. They were booed 
from the auditorium and the Forest 
Service rejected their ideas. 

Having lost the battle with the re- 
gional Forest Service officials, the 
project developers enlisted the Arizona 
congressional delegation to represent 
them to the Forest Service in DC. There, 
according to a General Accounting Of- 
fice investigation report years later, 
they were told by the Forest Service 
Chief Dale F. Robertson, thatthe project 
could not be built if it went through 
the legal channels. The University and 
Arizona congressmen then turned their 
efforts toward congress for special leg- 
islation to circumvent the entire body 
of our nation's environmental laws. 

One million dollars was paid to the 
most powerful lobbying firm in DC: 
Patton, Boggs and Blow (the same firm 
that lobbied for the Nicaraguan 
contras). In the final hours of the 


extended 100th congressional session 
in 1988, with everyone exhausted and 
desperate to go home, they tacked a 
rider on another environmental bill. 
Arizona congressm embers told their 
peers that UA's ten years of good-faith 
work within the system had failed only 
because of bureaucracy. They prom- 
ised that this law would only expedite 
what the system intended and would 
not in any way negate the intention of 
the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) or Endangered Species Act. It 
passed. Years later, UA lawyers would 
argue before the courts that the law did 
indeed exempt them from all environ- 
mental oversight, setting a new legisla- 
tive precedent in the United States. 

NEPA was clearly circumvented, 
but because of a lack of clarity in the 
new legislation, activists thought they 
might still have the Endangered Species 
Act left to fight the battle. Many activ- 
ists had never heard of the red squirrel, 
but quickly learned about the species. 

The red squirrel is an indicator spe- 


cies for a unique sky island, a relic o! 
Pleistocene spruce-fir forest at the top 
of the mountain which has been evolv- 
ing nearly untouched since the last ice 
age 11,000 years ago. But the Mount 
Graham red squirrel — a key compo- 
nent in a world-class museum of evolu- 
tionary science, the animal whose fate 
the UA had argued the Forest Service 
should entrust to them alone — soon 
became a trivial rodent to UA public 
relations machinery’. 

Secretary of the Interior, Manual 
Lujan, made national headlines when 
he said, "I don't know the difference 
between a red squirrel and a brown one 
and a black one." But most of America 
may not have understood the stupidity 
of that statement, and the only legal 
tool left for environmentalists to use 
was made a national joke. 

Another lie UA began professing 
early on regards the pristine nature oi 
the mountain. They convinced the 
public that Mount Graham was already 
developed. They generalized about the 
impacts of the mountain in total, which 
has seen logging and road building and 
extensive recreation in the lower eleva- 
tions, and implied that those impacts 
applied to the upper 2,000 feet of 
the mountain, which they do not . 

The University convinced the 
local public that their project was 
small. Hirtwas invited along w r ith 
UA's public relations man, Steve 
Emerine, to speak to the Demo- 
crats of Greater Tucson. Hirt de- 
scribes Emerine: "He stood up 
there, with a straight face, pulled 
out of his pocket a dime, tossed it 
on this large conference table, 
and said, 'There. That's how much 
space we're taking up. The dime 
on that table represents the size 
of our project's impact on the 
mountain.' Great public relations 
stunt, but it completely misrepre- 
sents the entire issue." 

UA had begun throwing 
around the figure "8.6 acres out 
of a total 1 1,000 acres of squirrel 
habitat," and convinced many 
people that environmentalists 
were getting all excited about 
nothing. In fact, the entire project 
approved by Congress is for 27 
acres (only the first stage is 8.6 
acres); the lost and degraded 
habitat because of destroyed for- 
est canopy would be four times 
that, or 1 12 acres; the real issue is 
Pleistocene old-growth forest, 
which numbers only 400 acres, 
not 11,000; and the 112 acres 
they want are in the heart of that 
400 acres of best red squirrel habitat 
and relic forest. But numbers don't 
make for good TV and people remem- 
bered the dime on the table. 

Activists during this time were 
working within the system. They were 
participating in public hearings, 
speaking, organizing letter-writing 
campaigns, and demonstrations. 
Twice, word hit the news that some 
property destruction had occurred. 
Once, a trailer on the mountain peak 
burned. Then, some damage was done 
to a small test-telescope, presumably 
by someone throwing a rock. Aside 
from those two events, claimed by no 
activist, all protest has been non-de- 
structive. 
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ALF Attacks ADC in Utah 



In its sixth raid since June, 1991, 
the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) has 
claimed responsibility for the recent 
attacks on Animal Damage Control 
(ADC) facilities in Utah. On October 
24, 1992 at the USDA Animal Damage 
Control Predator Research Facility (PRF) 
in Milville, Utah, and at ADC Project 
Leader Fredrick F. Knowlton's office at 
Utah State University's federally funded 
coyote research facility in Logan, ALF 
activists released coyotes and started 
fires resulting in over $ 100,000 in dam- 
age. 

The US Department of Agriculture 


(USDA) facility held more than 100 
coyotes used in behavioral research 
studies for the Animal Damage Con- 
trol program. ALF cut holes in pens, 
releasing 29 coyotes, and started a fire 
in the lab which destroyed a third of 
the facility, causing serious damage to 
the rest of the vivisection laboratory. 
ALF was alerted to the presence of the 
coyotes by USU students. The USDA 
claims it studies coyote behavior to 
help sheep and cattle growers. 

Over the last 70 years, the ADC has 
maintained a relentless and ruthless 
war against native predators. On be- 


half of sheep and cattle producers, the 
ADC has designed and developed 
predator control tactics such as snares, 
leg-hold traps, bait, and sterilization. 
To prevent financial loss to livestock 
interests who graze public lands, ADC 
has slaughtered millions of coyotes, 
wolves, bobcats, foxes, and cougars in 
a massive poisoning and gunning cam- 
paign across the West. 

After setting fire to the PRC, ALF 
moved on to the Utah State University 
campus where Knowlton's office is lo- 
cated. Just fifty yards from the police 
station, raiders entered his office and 
began confiscating records detailing 
the illegal dumping of over two tons of 
radioactive coyote bodies, losses of ra- 
dioactive- collared goats in field ex- 
periments, and tests where coyotes were 
left in leg-hold traps and snares for 
over eighteen hours. The documents 
detailed the force feeding of toxic poi- 
sons and records of aerial shootings of 
research coyotes. ALF then set a fire in 
the office which resulted in an esti- 
mated $10,000 in damage and de- 
stroyed much of his research. 

This latest raid comes in the middle 
of three grand jury investigations into 
previous ALF attacks. Grand juries 
were convened in Michigan, Oregon 
and Washington in early spring and 
will run until next winter. Dozens of 
individuals have been questioned and 
subpoenaed and one activist, Jonathan 
Paul, was jailed for contempt on No- 
vember 3 for refusing to testify before 
the grand jury in Spokane. 


Grand juries are investigating the 
following incidents : a fire at Oregon 
State University's mink research facil- 
ity in Corvallis O u ne, 1991); a fire at 
the Northwest Food Farm Cooperative 
in Edmonds, Washington (June, 1 99 1 ); 
a raid at the USDA's Washington State 
University research facility (August, 

1991) ; a fire at the Malecky Mink Ranch 
in Yamhill, Oregon (December, 1991); 
a fire at offices and research facilities at 
Michigan State University (February, 

1992) ; and the recent fires at USU. 
Combined damage estimates of the 
raids total over $1,500,000. 

The USU incident is being investi- 
gated by a task force composed of rep- 
resentatives from the FBI, the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, the 
Utah Fire Marshal's Office, the USU 
Police Department and the county 
sheriff's and attorney's offices. No 
arrests have been made. 



Owl Creek 

continued from page 1 

splinter the wood when I felled the 
tree. I'm doing my part, I'm saving the 
redwoods!" 

Dialogues such as these occurred 
throughout the two days of actions, in 
which 75 people participated. One 
small affinity group stalled a logger for 
three hours with friendly conversation 
about worker exploitation and alter- 
natives to logging ancient forests. Some 
loggers were hostile and others quite 
friendly. Some couldn't decide how 
they felt about us, and changed their 
moods back and forth. Outside of 
conversation with the old growth fall- 
en, the time in the woods was spent 
taking photo and video documentation 
of the destruction (which was shown 
on CNN), and running through the 
ancient forest playing "cat and mouse" 
with the loggers in order to both slow 
down the cutting and avoid arrest. 

On Tuesday morning, eight activ- 
ists, including one in a wheelchair, 
locked down to PL's access gate to Owl 
Creek. "It helped to have someone in 
a wheelchair locked down. It had a 
calming effect on the loggers," said 
Teri Jasman of Northcoast Earth First!. 
"This was fortunate because the frus- 
trated loggers looked like they could've 
turned violent." The media was even 
intimidated by PL's chief of security, 
Carl Anderson. The largely female lock- 
down affinity group had consensed on 
avoiding arrest, so they decided on 
freedom over arrest when given the 
option by the Sheriffs. The gate 
lockdown action was a smooth success, 
and backed up 25 logging trucks for 
well over an hour. 

While Earth First! was out in the 
woods, the Environmental Protection 
Information Center (EPIC) of 
Garberville was handling the legal side. 
EPIC filed the lawsuit that resulted in 
the December 1991 decision by the 



gotiation work he had gone through to 
engineer a deal with state agencies over 
marbled murrelet habitat. 

The marbled murrelet, listed en- 
dangered statewide and "threatened" 
federally, is known to nest in Owl Creek. 
The marbled murrelet is a speedy, robin- 
sized seabird that nests in only the 
upper canopy of coastal ancient for- 
ests. The bird needs, among other 
things, large, intact groves of ancient 
forest, complete canopy closure to pro- 
tect the young from predation, and 
very large 
moss-covered 
branches in 
the upper 
canopy on 
which to 
nest. The 
moss on the 
branch must 
be sufficient 
to form a nest 
for the 
webbed- 
footed bird 
and its 
thumb- 
nail-sized 1 
eggs. 
These strict 
habitat con- 
ditions are only met by intact coastal 
ancient forests. There is absolutely no 
biological reason to believe you can cut 
in Owl Creek and still have murrelet 
habitat left, although Fish and Game 
insists it is possible and they "agree in 
theory to the Timber Harvest Plan." 
We know, however, that any cutting 
might transform the grove into unsuit- 
able habitat, for it is already marginal. 
Owl Creek is one of three of the bird's 
known nesting sites in California, al- 
though their range extends north to 
Alaska. 

Thanksgiving was the second time 
this year Owl Creek met the chainsaw. 


state appeals court to stop the Owl 
Creek Timber Harvest Plan until its 
legality could be determined. The group 
is suing three California agencies: the 
Board of Forestry, the Department of 
Forestry (CDF), and the Department of 
Fish and Game (DFG). EPIC is filing a 
separate lawsuit against the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service for refusing to 
enforce the Endangered Species Act. 

It appears that top officials in state 
agencies gave the go-ahead for this 
237-acre Timber Harvest Plan although 


Earth Warriors meet Industry's pawns 


it clearly violates the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act. On top of that, they left their 
underlings in the dark, who told Earth 
First! that PL would not be allowed to 
cut over Thanksgiving. "They made 
liars out of their regional officials," said 
Earth First! activist Darryl Cherney, 
referring to the corruption in state 
agencies. Cherney said with frustra- 
tion, "We can't trust anyone anymore 
about anything," and he added, "Not 
that we ever did." Even PL's head 
forester Bob Stevens was left out of the 
decision to log. This apparently "bent 
his nose out of shape," according to a 
PL attorney, because of extensive ne- 


In June, MAXXAM/PL prematurely 
ended murrelet studies and devastated 
the grove with a complex network of 
roads, strategically designed to destroy 
marbled murrelet nesting areas. This 
occurred just prior to the federal 
"threatened" listingof the species. This 
operation involved five crews working 
over four 12-hour days, and was finally 
stopped by CDF. However, PL was 
allowed to remove the downed trees, 
destroying any evidence of the "tak- 
ing" of marbled murrelets. Despite 
shutting the operation down, CDF and 
Fish & Game never filed charges for 
any violations, so we rallied at CDF's 
regional office in Santa Rosa. The ac- 
tion consisted of guerrilla theater, a 
long talk with CDF officials, and a 
symbolic smashing of eggs on their 
doorstep, representing the murrelet 
murder in which CDF was an accom- 
plice. 

Two months later, in August, Earth 
First! was on the scene once again when 
it appeared PL was about to begin log- 
ging. We constantly held vigil in the 
grove so we'd know if cutting started. 
Numerous blockades were built, only 
to be steamed over by bulldozers. Fi- 
nally, a Seattle court came through by 
granting federal Endangered Species 
Act listing to the Murrelet. 

It is ironic that the federal listing 
didn't help stop the Thanksgiving 
massacre. The US Fish and Wildlife 
Service refused to lift a finger to enforce 
the law. No matter how good the laws 
are, they're all useless if the government 
refuses to enforce them. Thank Gaia 
for Earth First! 

At press time, MAXXAM/PL is 
challenging the temporary stay in court, 
but EPIC is on the legal offensive. 
However, direct action could be needed 
any day, since, considering their past 
record, there's no telling what PL will 
do. 
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Alaskan Wolf Kill 

continued from page 1 


Since Alaska is a huge state with 
millions of square miles of completely 
undeveloped mountains and forests 
(prime wolf territory) the most success- 
ful form of wolf hunting has involved 
airplanes. Hunting wolves from air- 
planes gives the hunter the advantage 
of rapid and easy access to remote 
territories, with ski-equipped planes 
able to land virtually anywhere they 
can find a space of open snow. Lakes 
and streams are ideal access points for 
wolf hunters. 

The brave hunters follow wolf 
tracks in the snow until they spot the 
animals, land, and shoot them before 
they can get away. This is the "ethical" 
form of wolf hunting, not the only way 
wolves are killed in Alaska. 

It was recently revealed that they 
plan to use radio collars to track and 
kill the wolves. The radio collars were 
fitted over a year ago, at the same time 
that state officials were assuring the 
public that aerial killing of wolves 
would be used only as a last resort to 
save caribou populations in danger of 
extinction. ADF&G officials now ad- 
mit that the radio collars were fitted in 
anticipation of the Game Board's deci- 
sion. 

State biologists revealed that 25 
animals were radio collared, each from 
a different pack in the area. The collars 
will be used to track down the animals 
in their home territories, where the 
entire pack will be killed by state hunt- 
ers from helicopters. Chris Smith, 
Fairbanks regional supervisor for the 
State Division of Wildlife Conservation 
said, "To the greatest extent possible, 
we will be trying to remove entire 
packs at the same time. We want this to 
be a professional, surgical program." 

Since wolf hunters prowl in areas 
unwatched by state wildlife officials, 
they are completely free to dispense 
with the land-and- shoot part of aerial 
wolf hunting. It is a well-known prac- 
tice to locate wolf packs from the air, 
swoop down on them and shoot them 
from above as they attempt to flee. 
Many hunters have even chased wolves 
to exhaustion with their aircraft before 
landing and killing them. Recently 
Jack Frost, a prominent Anchorage 
doctor, was convicted of harassing 
wolves from the air in this manner and 
killing them cruelly with a bow and 
arrow. He was convicted partly on the 
basis of recorded radio conversations 
with his hunting buddies, bragging 
about how he had made the animals 
run until exhausted before he landed 
and shot them. 

Hunters in Alaska hold to the con- 


cept that caribou and moose numbers 
are primarily held in check by wolves, 
as well as the opposite idea that keep- 
ing wolf numbers low will allow their 
prey animals to increase proportion- 
ately. But recent research by state 
biologists Vic Van Ballenberghe and 
Gordon Haber has demonstrated that 
caribou numbers fluctuate from year 
to year, as well as in much longer cycles, 
in response to complex environmental 
factors. Predators such as wolves 
respond to these changes by reducing 
or expanding their numbers, in bal- 
ance with the changes in their prey 


These two areas are easily accessible 
by roads and are close to Anchorage 
and Fairbanks. Since urban hunters 
can drive to these areas in the comfort 
of their RVs and four-wheelers, these 
two herds are easily affected by human 
hunting, and as a result have suffered 
population crashes in the past. Hunt- 
ing groups in Alaska have brought in- 
tense pressure on the Game Board to 
increase the size of these herds from 
their current level of 27,000 animals to 
over 70,000 by the year 2000. "We feel 
we are going to create a wildlife spec- 
tacle on a par with the major migra- 



animals. The number of wolves is al- 
ways in balance with the number of 
caribou. If this were not the case, both 
caribou and wolves would have long 
ago become extinct. 

Van Ballenberghe and Haber point 
to Alaska's caribou herds that have 
steadily increased in number since 
1983, the last year that wolf control 
was allowed in Alaska. The caribou 
herds have maintained an expanding 
population despite increasing wolf 
numbers in areas subject to intense 
human hunting according to Vic Van 
Ballenberghe, "I have to question wolf 
control on that basis alone," he said. 

The areas scheduled for aerial wolf 
control in Alaska include the ranges of 
the Delta caribou herd, between 
Fairbanks and the Alaska Range, and 
the Fortv-mile caribou herd between 
Tok, Alaska and the Canadian border. 


tions in East Africa, " said David 
Kelleyhouse. "Mom and Pop from 
Syracuse can come up here and 
see something that they can't see any- 
where else on Earth." 

In order to remove themselves from 
the enormous public controversy en- 
gendered by wolf control proposals, 
the Board of Game organized a wolf 
management advisory group, com- 
posed of representatives from hunting 
and trapping groups, as well as state 
agencies and conservation organiza- 
tions. Over a period of two years, this 
group met periodically and took testi- 
mony from experts in the field of wild- 
life management, as well as the public, 
and developed a wolf management 
plan. Their proposal called for 
a regional examination of the state's 
caribou, moose, and wolf populations, 
and recommended methods to deter- 


mine the need for any wolf control 
measures. They stressed that wolf con 
trol measures should be undertaken 
only as a last resort, when caribou 
numbers had decreased to a point that 
recovery was unlikely in a reasonable 
period of time. 

The Board of Game completely ig- 
nored the recommendations of its own 
advisory panel, and ordered a woli 
control program to be undertaken in 
two areas immediately, with other ar 
eas slated for wolf killing based on th( 
"success" of this program. Board oi 
Game members are appointed by the 
governor, and Wally Hickel has packed 
the board with hunting advocates and 
pro-development appointees. Hickel 
has also replaced state agency heads 
since his election with "old white men ' 
selected straight from development and 
energy extraction industries. The De- 
partments of Fish and Game, Natural 
Resources, and Environmental Con- 
servation are headed by proponents oi 
maximum development. 

The wolf killing program will be 
organized by Machine Gun Kellvhouse, 
the same Division of Wildlife Conser- 
vation official who advocated the use 
of automatic weapons. Kellvhouse is 
well acquainted with wolf killing, since 
he was an avid wolf hunter before he 
became officially sanctioned by the 
state. He survived two plane crashes 
while attempting to hunt wolves from 
the air in the days before it was, tempo- 
rarily, illegal. Now he will have official 
approval to continue his favorite sport 
at state expense. 

Killing wolves from aircraft is the 
crudest and most inhumane form of 
hunting that exists. The animals art 
caught unaware, usually in a pack at a 
recent kill. The small airplane bursts 
into the clearing, skimming the tree- 
tops as the hunter leans out the open 
doorway. The wolves scatter, trying 
desperately to reach the shelter o 
nearby trees, but their panicked flight 
is slowed by deep snow. The terrifying 
roar of the airplane sweeps behinc 
them, pursuing them until the first 
load of buckshot rips into their bad 
and flanks, sending them tumbling in 
a spray of bloody snow. The first shot 
rarely kills. As the mortally wounded 
wolf rolls in the snow, snapping at it; 
damaged back and useless legs, the 
plane swings around for another run o; 
lands to discharge its bloodthirsty oc 
cupants. If the wolf is lucky, they wil 
kill it immediately. The slaughterec 
animals are skinned, and their bones 
and flesh are left for the ravens anc 
other scavengers. 

conitnued on page 1 7 


Enola Hill 
Actions 

continued from page 1 

activists, Earth Firstlers and others from 
the Portland area are trying to hold the 
line at Enola. 

Most of Enola Hill is National For- 
est land, except for two adjacent 
inholdings, including the controversial 
area being logged. Northeast of Enola 
(above and behind it as viewed from 
Highway 26) stretches the Mt. Hood 
Wilderness, which is mostly high-el- 
evation rock, meadow, and glacier. The 
only road up to Enola is a contested 
road through the inholding, which also 
leads to a trailhead into the Wilderness, 
linking up to the Pacific Crest Trail. 
Since 1980, when the project was first 
proposed, Michael Jones of Rhododen- 


dron and other local residents have 
been fighting a planned federal timber 
sale on Enola. 

Although indigenous people have 
been using the area for thousands of 
years for customary religious and other 
purposes, our pals in the USFS have 
repeatedly refused to recognize the 
cultural significance of the area. 
Michael Jones, a local history enthusi- 
ast as well as a steadfast ecodefender, 
learned through conversations with 
local Native "Americans" that Enola 
had a special place in the cultural tradi- 
tions of their people. It had been used 
for gathering medicinal plants, for cer- 
emonial hunts and for vision quests. 
He took this information to the Timber 
Service, along with the usual ecologi- 
cal and aesthetic reasons for not cut- 
ting perfectly good forest areas, but the 
project went forward. When the sale 
was finally offered and sold in 1990 


under the restrictions of the so-called 
timber "compromise" which limited 
administrative and legal appeals, Na- 
tive and non-Native activists went to 
court to block the action because of its 
potentially devastating cultural impact. 

Judge Owen Panner ruled that be- 
cause the FS didn't notify concerned 
citizens about the action, the 15-day 
limit on filing suit didn’t apply. In legal 
negotiations, the FS agreed to withdraw 
the sale (virtually unprecedented) and 
to hire an anthropologist to do an 
"ethnographic study" or "cultural re- 
sources survey" of Enola. 

This document still has not been 
released after two years. Sources say the 
original report, too favorable to Native 
interests, was sent back by Euro- 
American cultural supremacists to be 
rewritten. Recently the Forest Service 
referred to the report and continued to 
assert that there are no sites to protect 


on Enola, against continuous and 
growing testimony to the contrary by 
Native people themselves. Of course 
we don't need to belabor the implica- 
tions of all this in this 500th anniver- 
sary year of cultural arrogance, theft, 
and destruction, and in the context oi 
the broader movement to protect Na- 
tive cultural use areas from No G-O 
Road to Big Mountain, M ount Graham , 
Medicine Wheel, the Black Hills — and 
all the berry- picking, ceremonial, plant- 
gathering, fishing, hunting, burial, 
camping, healing, and other sites in 
between. 

The immediate poi nt of con tention 
is a US Timber Service road which ac- 
cesses the private inholding. The FS 
granted a permit to Caffal Brothers 
Forest Products to use the road to haul 
logs off their clearcutting operation. 
Although permits are required for 
"commercial use" of the road, the FS 
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They work in secret, isolating you 
and breaking you down. They can 
force you to travel hundreds of miles 
on short notice. They can demand 
information about your friends, fam- 
ily, fellow activists and colleagues, and 
they have broad powers to jail you if 
you don't cooperate. 

Based on legal concepts that go 
back to colonial England, grand juries 
were created in the United States to 
investigate crimes in which felonies 
are involved. They give the prosecutor 
and the judge the power to compel a 
witness to speak. All grand jury pro- 
ceedings are kept secret. In theory, 
grand juries are supposed to protect 
the defendant from a negative bias. In 
practice, grand juries have become a 
tool with which the federal govern- 
ment disrupts political opposition. 

Over the past several months, a 
number of people affiliated with Earth 
First! and/or the animal rights move- 
ment have been served subpoenas, re- 
quiring them to testify before grand 
juries in Washington, Oregon, and 
Michigan. Based on estimates from 
the Moscow/Pullman Daily News (ac- 
tual numbers are kept secret), at least 
fifteen people have been subpoenaed. 
It is likely that the true total is much 
higher. 

Ostensibly, this was part of an in- 
vestigation of various successful raids 
carried out by the Animal Liberation 
Front (ALF). However, the outcome 
has been a serious disruption of the 
lives of many activists, their friends, 
and their families. Single mothers have 
had to travel the country with small 
children. People whose income is hand- 
to-mouth have gone broke. In at least 
one case, investigators subpoenaed not 
only the targeted activist, but her par- 
ents, too. 

Animal rights activist Jonathan 
Paul refused to testify against his fel- 
lows. He is currently being held in jail, 
in civil contempt. Theoretically, he 
can be held without bail until he agrees 
to testify or until the term of the grand 
jury ends. In the courtroom, when 
Paul's sister protested his incarcera- 
tion, she was handcuffed and detained 
for several hours. In jail, coming off a 
5-day hunger strike, Jonathan ate little 
beyond starvation, as the jail failed to 
accommodate his vegan diet. 

This federal weapon, historically 
wielded against peace and justice 
groups, is now pointed at our move- 
ment. We all need to know how a 
grand jury operates, and how it is used 
and abused. This isn't an ordinary 
court — it's a completely different sys- 
tem with a different set of rules. Many 
activists and groups have fallen victim 
to grand juries because they didn 't know 
how the game was played. We need to 
educate ourselves now to avoid the pit- 
falls. 

A subpoena is usually previewed 
by a visit from the police or the FBI. 
Don't talk to them! Don't let them in 
your house! This has been said before, 
but cannot be said enough. You have 
no legal obligation to talk to them. 
They may threaten you with a sub- 
poena if you don't talk, but this is 
nearly always a bluff. They don't have 
the power to issue a subpoena, only to 
deliver one. 

If you tell them anything, this may 
give them the message that you have 
useful information or that you're easy 
to crack, and it's more likely that their 
higher-ups will issue you a subpoena. 
On the other hand, if they see that 
you're not going to be tricked, forced, 
or fooled into cooperating, it's possible 
that the authorities will decide it's not 
worth the effort to subpoena, and 
they'll leave you alone in the future. 
Prevention is the best medicine. If 
agents approach you, ask them to leave 
you their business card, and politely 


tell them that you won't talk with 
them except in the presence of a law- 
yer. 

After such a visit, contact a lawyer 
if you have access to one. Contact 
anyone with whom you do activist 
work, for chances are others have been 
or will be visited as well. Discuss the 
possibility that an investigation is un- 
der way. It's important to support one 
another if in fact subpoenas are served. 
The National Fawyers Guild has noted 
that, "Grand jury cases are often won 
or lost on the strength of community 
support for witnesses rather than the 
excellence of argument or even the 
legal merit of the attorney's position." 

If you expect that you or others 
will be subpoenaed, now is the time to 
contact an attorney. Be sure that your 
attorney has knowledge about grand 
juries, because they are radically differ- 
ent from normal courts. 

If an agent explicitly states that you 
will be subpoenaed, you have a few 


city far from where you live. This is 
done to isolate witnesses from familiar 
people and surroundings, in order to 
break them down. Contact the nearest 
US Marshall's office, and ask that they 
give you money in advance for your 
travel expenses, even though they are 
neither required nor likely to provide 
these funds in advance. Assert your 
rights aggressively. Be sure to request 
compensation for food and lodging 
expenses. If you have kids, ask for 
childcare expenses for the time you're 
gone. 

Carefully consider whether or not, 
and when, you intend to testify. It has 
become clear that we as a movement 
are being targeted. By refusing to tes- 
tify or otherwise cooperate, we show 
our strength and solidarity. If wit- 
nesses consistently refuse to testify, 
investigators will have a hard time dis- 
tinguishing the hard-core activists from 
those who are less involved, and it will 
be difficult for them to single out indi- 


Subpoena 

By Jacob Bear 

WHAT EVERYONE SHOULD 
KNOW ABOUT GRAND JURIES 


options. If you know that you're not 
one of the key witnesses, you may 
consider avoiding the subpoena. Sub- 
poenas must be delivered in person, so 
if you can avoid places where you're 
often known to be, stay at the house of 
a friend or relative, or take a long va- 
cation or trip, it's possible that the 
government will simply decide that 
finding you isn't worth the effort. Be 
aware, though, that if your testimony 
is valuable to them, they may put out 
a warrant for your arrest. This warrant 
will still be in effect even years after the 
grand jury term is over. 

Another option is to call the agent's 
bluff. Have your lawyer call the local 
US attorney and ask whether you have 
any outstanding subpoenas .This gives 
the government the clear message that 
you are aware of your rights and intend 
to assert them. If the government 
hasn't yet issued a subpoena, this call 
may discourage them from doing so. 
If, on the other 
hand, they have 
issued one, this 
phone call gives 
you, your attor- 
ney and your 
friends an ad- 
vance warning. 

If you or 
your lawyer calls 
the US attorney, 
he or she may 
give you some 

information about why the investiga- 
tion is taking place and why your testi- 
mony is wanted. BE CAREFUL! The US 
attorney may give you incomplete or 
misleading information. Remember: 
Talking to a US attorney is similar to 
talking to the FBI. Don't volunteer any 
information, and don't answer any 
questions unless your lawyer is present. 

Once you've been served the sub- 
poena, meet with others who have 
been or might be subpoenaed. Meet 
with a lawyer who is familiar with 
grand jury rules and proceedings. Ad- 
vance preparation is crucial. Everyone 
involved should be familiar with the 
material put out by the National Law- 
yers Guild (see the resource list at the 
end of this article). 

Often the grand jury convenes in a 


vidual targets for harassment. Keep in 
mind that you may be jailed in civil 
contempt, but also keep in mind that if 
enough people refuse to cooperate, the 
court can't put everyone in jail. 

Even if you have nothing to hide 
regarding the issue that is currently 
being investigated, be aware that you 
can be asked things that have no bear- 
ing on the matter at hand. Think! Do 
you have any information that could 
be used to incriminate you or anyone 
you've ever known or worked with, 
that could be used to disrupt or dis- 
credit your movement, that could hu- 
miliate or embarrass anybody in your 
group or organization? Are you ready 
to provide this information to the feds? 

Should you decide that you are 
going to testify, you should not do so 
until you have asserted the Fifth 
Amendment, been granted immunity, 
raised every possible objection, and 
have been threatened with civil con- 
tempt. The 
time all this 
takes incurs 
extra work 
and expense 
for the courts. 
When a 
grand jury 
has been 
formed to ha- 
rass activists 
or to gather 
trivial infor- 
mation, the agencies involved may 
decide the effort isn't paying off and 
cut the investigation short. 

This delaying tactic also protects 
anyone subpoenaed after you who de- 
cides not to speak. Those who refuse to 
testify, such as Paul, are often charged 
with civil contempt and thrown in jail. 
They can be kept in jail for the duration 
of the grand jury term , which is usually 
18 months. Every day of delay short- 
ens the amount of time left in the term, 
and thus theoretically shortens the time 
anyone will spend in jail after the de- 
lay. Even if you decide to talk, by 
holding out for a day or two you'll take 
time off the jail sentence of a future 
target who decides not to talk. If sev- 
eral witnesses do this, it can make a big 
difference for the reticent soul at the 


"Grand jury cases are often 
■won or lost on the strength of commu- 
nity support for witnesses 
rather than the excellence of argument 
or even the legal merit of the 
attorney's position. " 

-National Lawyers Guild 


end of the line. The moral of the story 
— be polite to the courts, but keep up 
a determined resistance every step of 
the way. 

The grand jury room is a treacher- 
ous environment. You will face the 
jurors and the lawyer for the prosecu- 
tion ALONE, without media, support- 
ers, or even your own attorney. Even 
the judge won't be present. The pros- 
ecutor may try to trick you, cajole you, 
scare you, or exhaust you. She or he 
may ask you seemingly innocuous 
questions to trick you into giving up 
your Fifth Amendment rights. 

You are allowed to leave the room 
and consult with your lawyer. Do this 
after every question. Writedown what 
the prosecutor asks, then excuse your- 
self. You may do this until the prosecu- 
tor gets an explicit order from the judge 
telling you not to do so. Take advan- 
tage of this right. It will keep you from 
falling into a trap, disrupt the 
prosecutor'smomentum, buy time, and 
give you a break from the oppressive 
atmosphere of the grand jury room. 

If you refuse to testify and are jailed 
for civil contempt, stay strong! Most 
likely, the best way to gain your release 
is through a Grumbles motion, named 
after an individual whose resistance 
was adamant. This motion states that, 
since you clearly aren't going to speak, 
it is pointless for the judge to jail you in 
an attempt to force you to do so. 
Therefore, your imprisonment can be 
construed as a punishment, and since 
you haven't been convicted — or even 
accused — of any crime, it is unlawful 
for you to be held. 

We need to know as much as we 
can about the grand jury system, as 
soon as we can. You may be subpoe- 
naed just a few days or weeks before 
you're actually required to appear, and 
in one case a man was subpoenaed 
with only an hour's warning. The time 
to prepare is now. 

Use the materials listed at the end 
of this article. Every activist should 
read the pamphlet "If An Agent 
Knocks." If you think there's even a 
remote possibility vouil ever be sub- 
poenaed, you should read the first 
chapter of Representation of Witnesses 
Before Federal Grand }uries. Anyone who 
expects to be subpoenaed should study 
this book in depth (the introduction 
tells which chapters are relevant to 
political groups). Our ignorance gives 
the investigators power. The more we. 
know, the more we can monkeywrench 
their efforts. In doing so we'll protect 
ourselves and those who come after us, 
freeing up more time and energy to do 
our real work, defending all that is still, 
wild. 

ACTIVISTS 1 AILED!: 

At press time, a federal judge de- 
nied an appeal to the civil contempt 
charge, placing Jonathan Paul in jail 
indefinately. 

Letters of support can be sent to: 

Jonathan Paul 

Spokane County Jail 

1100 W. Mallon 

Spokane, WA 99260 

Anyone who wants to help distrib- 
ute information on activists who have 
been jailed for refusing to testily’, write 
letters to the courts, contact local me- 
dia on the issue, or contribute money 
to these efforts should contact the Ac- 
tivist Support Group, PO Box 13765, 
Portland, OR 97213. 

Sources: Representation of Witnesses Before 
Federal Grand Juries b)' the National Lawyers 
Guild.; The Grand Jury by Leroy D. Clark; “If an 
Agent Knocks", available for SI (or 75 cents in bulk 
orders of 50 or more) from the Center for Constitu- 
tional Rights, 666 Broadway, New York, Ni' 10002. 
212-614-6464. See also the following Journal 
articles: " When a Federal Agent Knocks — Don't 
Talk" (Litha 92), "FBI Targets ALF Activists" 
(Mabon 92), "FBI ALERT" (Lughnasadh 92). Ar- 
ticles by Ken Olson of the Moscow-Pullman Daily 
News provided background information for this ar- 
ticle. 
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The articles on this and the following five pages, along with the staff editorial on page 3, provide various perspectives on 
Earth First!, movements, direct action, civil disobedience and ecotage. We encourage responses from our readers and a 
debate on these ideas in future issues. 

Dave Foreman, 1987 

"We aren't a debating society" 

Dave Foreman gave this speech in 1987 at the Grand Canyon Round River Rendevzous. We chose to print it as a reminder of what 
Earth First! is about. Foreman gives an important and passionate statement, what is especially timely in this issue of the Journal. 


This is a wonderful celebration of 
diversity. It's been seven years since 
Earth First! was started, and I know that 
for Howie and Mike, and Bart Koehler 
and I, sometimes it seems a lot longer 
than that, and sometimes it seems a lot 
shorter. A lot of things change in seven 
years. And a lot of things happen in 
seven years. But seven years is a really 
good time to evaluate, to look where 
we're going. 

I've been thinking about some of 
the things that I'm going to say tonight 
for a long time, thinking that we need 
this. But I'm not sure after seeing this 
rendezvous that we need it, because I 
think we are being cohesive, that we are 
being hard-core, that we area 't wimping 
out, that we aren't becoming another 
Sierra Club, that we aren't just becom- 
ing a debating society. 

But nonetheless, when we started 
Earth First!, we started it for some very 
specific reasons, with some very spe- 
cific ideas, with some strong param- 
eters. Earth First! is a radical environ- 
mental movement, but we aren't the 
entire radical environmental move- 
ment. We aren't the entire environ- 
mental movement. We are diverse, but 
we aren't big enough to straddle too 
much. 'Cause you fall down when you 
straddle too much. 

I think it's good for us to keep in 
mind exactly what Earth First! was 
started for, and the ideas behind it. 

Because there are natural laws that 
operate with human society and w’ith 
human institutions that work to con- 
stantly moderate, co-opt, mellow out, 
lead you away from your vision, and 
make you think more about mechan- 
ics than the dream, than the canyon, 
than the forest, than the grizzly, than 
the deep blue sea. And I think it would 
be useful to go over some of those 
things that 1 think are really the con- 
sensus of Earth First! Certainly they're 
the type of things that, when we started 
Earth First!, we thought about, and I 
think that they're the kinds of things 
that are still guiding us, the types of 
things that really tell whether some- 
body is an Earth Firstier or not. And if 
somebody's not an Earth Firstier, that's 
okay, there's lots of room for all kinds 
of lovers of the 
Earth in the - 

battle. 

But Earth We don ‘t have to have our 
First! is a discreet philosophy 

type of human honed down to the nth degree. 

aren't the de- There s room for inconsistency. 

bating society, So do something! 

we aren't the 
political group, 
we aren't the 

people trying to develop alternative 
technology; we are a very specific 
warrior society. There are madmen, 
and madwomen, trying to destroy ev- 
erything that's beautiful, everything 
that's right, everything that's wild on 
this planet. And out of this planet, out 
of the Earth, has emerged a society of 
warriors; women and men who are 
planting their spears in the ground and 
are taking a stand. And that's Earth 
First! And there IS room for a lot of 
other kinds of groups. But Earth First! 
is EARTH FIRST! 

I would like to go over some of the 
things that I think define us. These are 



in no particular order, except the first 
one, and the last one, which are prob- 
ably two very important ones. 

The first one is simply "Earth First! " 
That we believe, in every decision and 
every act and every thought, that con- 
sideration for the Earth must come 
first. As Aldo Leopold said, "A thing is 
right when it tends to promote the 
integrity, stability, and beauty of biotic 
systems. A thing is wrong when it 
tends otherwise. " You can take all your 
systems of ethics, all your golden rules, 
all your rights and 
wrongs, and that's i 
the one that 
counts. That's the 
one that means 
something. Earth 
First! Not "People 
First," not "Gen- 
eral Motors First," 
not "The United 
States Govern- 
ment First," not 
"Power To The 
People," first, but 
Earth First! 

Another pa- 
rameter is that we 
aren't interested in 
credibility or le- 
gitimacy w’ith the 
gang of thugs run- Dave Foreman, co-) 
ning this planet. First ! 

We don't care if 

Senator James McClure or Secretary of 
the Interior Donald Hodel don't want 
to let us in their office. Because they 
don't have credibility with us. They 
are just a bunch of back street alley 
thugs that have power, and who are 
running things, and who have no moral 
or ethical right to have any control 
over us. So why should we care if we 
have legitimacy? If we have credibil- 
ity? If some congressman or forest 
supervisor will condescend to speak to 
us? They don't have credibility with 
us. So let's not get sucked into it. We're 
right. If they want to be right, then 
they can come to us, and try to get 
credibility and legitimacy with us. 

Another one is that we are offering 
a fundamental challenge and critique 
of industrialism, "progress," and tech- 
nology. Are we 
__________ Luddites? You're 

damn right we're 
to have our Luddites! Do we 

phy love the sight of a 

ie nth degree buming bulldozer? 

ie run uegrct. We LOVE the sight 

inconsistency. G f a burning bull- 

ething! dozer! We haven't 

had any progress 
on this planet in 
16,000 years. Real 
progress, the only good technology, 
the only good tool developed since the 
atlatl, is the monkeywrench. And so 
don't be ashamed or afraid or embar- 
rassed when somebody calls you a 
Luddite, or challenges you for criticiz- 
ing technology. We're anti-technol- 
ogy. Somebody's got to be anti-tech- 
nology. 

We also feel that linear logic and 
rationality aren 't the only way to think. 
The only thing I can think of that 
arithmetic's good for is counting up 
my life list for birds, or for figuring out 
how many beers I have left in the 
cooler. There's a big way to think other 


than this big left hemisphere up here. 
It’s the emotional, intuitive, and — in 
our warped, sexist world — feminine 
way of thinking; that we've got to get 
back in touch with the mind that's in 
the whole Earth. It's not just the intui- 
tive part here, it's not just the reptilian 
cortex here, it's that canyon out there 
that's thinking, that's a big mind. It's 
the sky, it's the clouds, it's the trees 
that are thinking. We can't go in and 
just supply rational arguments to ev- 
erything, facts and figures, economics, 
laws. Because those 
things don't count. 
What counts is the wis- 
dom that comes from 
the trees. The passion 
you feel in your heart. 
We are emotional, and 
we're proud of it. 
Sometimes we're irra- 
tional and we're proud 
of it. Sometimes we're 
mystical; sometimes 
we connect with 
something bigger than 
ourselves. And we 
don't need our pocket 
calculators to do that. 
So when you're called 
irrational, don't worry 
about it. We're irra- 
founder of Earth tional, and proud. 

1 think we also 
recognize that even 
though we love this bunch of three or 
four hundred people here, though we 
love all the little wolves, there are still 
too damned many of us on the planet. 
Overpopulation is a problem. Tomor- 
row, July 1 1, hasbeen determined tobe 
the day that the five billionth person 
will be born. Yeah, there are a lot of 
problems here on Earth; human-caused 
problems. But one of the big ones is 
overpopulation, and there are too many 
of us. 

Another parameter is that we aren't 
in the political spectrum. We are 
"subverting the dominant paradigm." 
We're against all those platonic her- 
esies. Christianity’, Marxism, secular 
humanism. We aren't left, we aren't 
right, we aren't in the middle, we aren't 
even in front or behind. We aren't 
even playing that game. We have to go 
beyond the tired old leftist or rightist 
or other political ideas. We are coming 
up with something that's new. And it's 
also 16,000 years old. 

Another principle, and one that's 
hard for us sometimes, is to not put any 
human group on a pedestal. Any eth- 
nic, any class, any political group. It's 
real chic sometimes to put the rural 
proletariat on a pedestal. They are the 
"nice logger", the "noble fellow" ex- 
ploited by the corporation. Or to put 
our group off on a pedestal. We're all 
human beings. And it's racist, it's 
classist, to expect more out of any 
group or to give any group more breaks. 
We're all on this planet, we're all caus- 
ing trouble, we all have to work to- 
gether. 

Another parameter, and a very, very 
fundamental one, and the core of our 
philosophy, I think, is the idea of 
biocentrism, or intrinsic value. The 
idea that all things have inherent worth, 
are important for themselves. And tied 
into that is the idea that humans are 
not the measure of all things. That you 


do not determine the value for some- 
thing by the good it can do for human 
beings. Things exist for themselves, 
and not for human beings. There's no 
reason to even discuss that one, be- 
cause that's the motivation, I think, for 
all of us; the recognition of intrinsic 
value. 

Another is that wilderness is the 
real world. The concrete boxes we live 
in, the freeways, the cities, the rural 
areas, aren't the real world. Your job 
back in L.A. or New’ York City or 
Bozeman isn't the real world. What is 
the real world? It's a wild, functioning 
ecosystem. It's out here, in the arena of 
evolution. Wilderness is the essence of 
everything we're after. Natural diver- 
sity. We aren't an environmental 
group. Environmental groups worry 
about environmental health hazards 
to human beings. They worry about 
clean air and clean water for the benefit 
of people, and ask us why we're so 
wrapped up in something as irrelevant 
and tangential as wilderness. Some- 
thing as elitist as wilderness. Well, I 
can tell you, a Kaibab squirrel doesn't 
think wilderness is elitist. Wilderness 
is the essence of everything. It's the 
real world. And our goal is the day 
when there is no w’ord, in any language 
on earth, for the concept of wilder- 
ness, because everything is wilderness, 
and it just is. 

Earth First! is not an armchair orga- 
nization. You can't be a couch potato 
Earth Firstier. Earth First! is action! We 
are a warrior society. Yeah, we cam on 
philosophical discussions and debates 
in the Earth First! Journal, at the ren- 
dezvous, and everywhere else, but the 
purpose of those discussions is to help 
us act! It's not for the sake of just 
talking to ourselves. In Earth First!, 
when we talk philosophy, we are en- 
gaged in figuring out how and why we 
should stick that monkeywrench into 
the gears of the machine. Action! Ac- 
tion of any kind. And let our action set 
the finer points of our philosophy. We 
don't have to figure it all out. We don't 
all have to be pure. We all don't have 
to be saints on this planet to do some- 
thing for it. We don't have to have our 
philosophy honed down to the nth 
degree. There's room for inconsistency. 
So do something! 

We also have a sense of humor. We 
have fun. Look around you, at the 
history of the modern industrial world 
of the revolutionary movements, oi 
radical groups. Do you think any o: 
them ever had as much fun as EartL 
First! does? We have got to have fun 
We've got to be filled up with joy! 
We're living in the age of the greates? 
despair on this planet. But we still have 
to have our hearts speak with love- 
passion, and joy. Look at these pon- 
derosa pines, look at the maple. They're 
screaming out with joy! And that'; 
what we've got to scream out with. 
Whether we're sitting in jail or stand- 
ing in front of the bulldozers, or writ- 
ing letters, or being crushed by the 
oppressiveness of urban smog, we've 
still got to ring with joy. We have tc 
laugh at ourselves. We can't take our- 
selves too seriously. We have to be able 
to laugh at and be irreverent towards 
ourselves and towards our most sacred 
ideas. 

Continued on pare 13 
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Utah's First Hunt Sab 


Four Women Lie Down 


By Sue Ring 


At five a.m., October 1 7th, under a 
bright blue half-moon and in front of 
one hundred armed deer hunters, four 
women lay down and linked arms 
across the only road into City Creek 
Canyon. 

It was the opening day of the infa- 
mous Utah deer hunt, and at five a.m. 
the gate to the canyon was swung open 
to allow vehicle access. 

City Creek Canyon is a protected 
watershed that cuts through the 
Wasatch Mountains just behind the 
state capitol. It is an area of golden, 
ancient alluryial hills, sand rocky 
outcroppingsjfyGambeTsfyOak, Rocky 
Mountain maple and cottonwoods; an 
area that is popular for folks walking 
dogs, families pushing baby strollers 
(and, if you hadn't noticed, there are 
lots of these in Utah), runners, hikers 
and cyclists. City Creek is a virtual 
backyard for hundreds of Salt Lake City 
residents. Why deer hunters are per- 
mitted to hunt in this canyon, this 
protected watershed so popular among 
the people, is perplexing. Could it 
have something to do with the fact 
that deer hunters, although they com- 
pose a measly 23% of Utah's popula- 
tion, are a powerful, National Rifle 
Association-backed lobby? 

Deer are not an abstraction to me. 
They are individuals, my four-legged 
siblings with long eyelashes and dainty 
muzzle-whiskers and slender necks and 
tiny hooves and long, prancing, pow- 
erful leaps, quadriceps rippling 
beneath their sleek brown fur. 

The earth that gave birth to me 
also gave birth to them. 

When I think of the deer 
hunt, I automatically wince as I 
imagine somebody killing one of 
these deer. I become angry. 

Why have I never thought to 
guard them? 

I feel a need to guard them 
from the kind of disrespectful 
killing exemplified by the aver- 
age Utah deer hunter. There was 
a time when people hunted deer 
with reverence, and maintained 
a sacred relationship with deer, 
and did not kill for sport or fun or 
trophy, but for survival. There 
are many Native American tribes 
that survived because their hunt- 
ers killed deer to nourish the 
people through the desperate 
winters. Many tribespeople still 
do. And many hunting rituals 
bear elements of apology, and 
the desire to commune with and ^ 
appease a being in the Spirit 
world. 

But the majority of hunters today 
— predominantly white males — seem 
to have no reverence for the deer. This 
land must contend with Euro-Ameri- 
can over-population and greed, bu- 
reaucracy and paper-gold, and the gen- 
eral lack of respect for the prey. The 
hunting act is a whole other ball of 
wax, to the detriment of the deer, the 
land, and the native people who needed 
and still do need deer to survive as a 
group of metabolizing, homeothermic 
individuals, and as cultures. 

The deer hunt is also an ecological 
issue. Contrary to mainstream beliefs, 
hunters do not serve the purpose of 
"wildlife management," for the simple 
reason that they do not hunt like the 
wolf or the cougar. Many are head- 
hunters, after the biggest and the best 
and in this way, they are artificially 
disrupting the genetic pool of a spe- 
cies. In many areas, it has been scien- 
tifically documented that the average 
deer size has decreased. Many herds 


are diseased, starving, and sick. If the 
hunters hunted like the wolf, the deer 
would be stronger, not weaker. And 
yet, the Division of Wildlife Resources 
holds that deer hunting is good wild- 
life management. This is ludicrous, a 
scientific fraud, and a breach of public 
trust. 

When a hunter buys a permit for 
killing a deer, he or she buys into a 
system governed by the economic 
principle of supply and demand. He or 
she buys into the agency's agenda for 
altering the environment to produce 
more deer, and 

more and more 

deer need to be 
"produced" if Four women lay 

the demand for on the payment, arms linked, 
killing them in- silent and not budging, holding 

creases. Deer strong to their beliefs and their 
herds have been , . , ... 

manipulated foi physical postams. 

scores of years 

to satisfy the needs of the deer hunters. 

As the hunters say, it is true North 
America has never had so many deer as 
it has today. The obvious question for 
ecologists is: "Yes, but is this a good 
thing for the Earth?" 

Habitat is altered to provide better 
deer forage. How many times have we 
heard that clearcuts and juniper forest 
chaining are good for wildlife? We 
must realize the limitations of this an- 
nouncement. It's not good for all 
wildlife, obviously; it's good for deer 




from their numb fingers, yelling to the 
others, "Hey! They're trying to lock us 
out!" 

The guard in the illuminated shack 
by the gate called the police. He re- 
ported a "violent situation involving 
six activists and 100 armed hunters." 
For an awkward several minutes, there 
was a strange inertia as the four women 
and two men stood there in the pool of 
light from the overhead lamp in the 
middle of the road at the gate. 

They sent whispers from ear to ear. 
"What do we do?" 

Five o'clock 

came and the gate 

was opened. S. 
en a y looked at W. and 

arms linked, said, "Let's lie 

Iging, holding down." They 

iefs and their linked arms to ‘ 

Sitions. gether, feet point- 

ing to the line-up 
of the hunters' 
revving vehicles. They looked up at 
the bright half-moon and stars, and 
whispered to each other. Headlights 
illuminated their boot soles and chins 
as they discussed an alternative plan. 

"Let's not give out names or ad- 
dresses when the cops get here. And 
let's keep quiet. Don't respond to their 
remarks, it'll only get us in trouble." It 
was obvious that they had put them- 
selves into a vulnerable position. Sev- 
eral dozen hunters pushed forward to 
see what the hold-up was all about. 



and maybe even elk, and that's good 
for the government, whom the hunt- 
ers pay for the chance to kill deer. 

In the cold, moon-washed blue of 
the morning of October 1 7, two of the 
four women wore blaze-orange caps 
with Earth First! stickers rubbed onto 
the fronts. They had Rhode Gear 
"Citadel" heavy-duty, extra-long bike 
locks tucked beneath their coats. The 
original plan was to lock their necks to 
the gate and post and prohibit any 
vehicular access up City Creek Can- 
yon. They had reconned the scene 
with Kryptonite locks, and they didn't 
realize until that heart-pounding mo- 
ment of slamming the gate shut and 
sitting down and trying to lock in, that 
Rhode Gear locks are about a quarter of 
an inch narrower than the bona fide 
Kryptonites. They struggled with the 
locks and keys in vain as hunters, lined 
up in their cars and trucks, began to 
realize what the women were doing 
and jumped on them, wrenching them 
away from the gate, tugging the locks 


Four women lay on the pavement, 
arms linked, silent and not budging, 
holding strong to their beliefs and their 
physical positions. The two male ac- 
tivists deflected some abusive com- 
ments and finally retreated to the 
shadows. The DWR agents, also 
women, were baffled and confused as 
to what to do about the four protesters. 
A hunter suggested that they arrest 
them, yelling, "You got badges!" 

"We're not cops," she said. She 
seemed almost apologetic in adding, 
"But the police are coming." 

Banter went back and forth, with 
the most popular topics being "human 
rights," "freedom," "public road”, 
"Bambi" and threats of violence to- 
ward the prone activists in the road. 
Some more activists and supporters 
showed up, but the police took their 
time; the longer the arrests were de- 
layed, the longer the hunt would be 
delayed. The women watched the 
shooting stars flare across the early 
morning sky; they commented softly 


to each other that it was a beautiful 
morning. They said, "Mother Earth, 
this is for you," and searched their 
souls for the words and prayers and 
tough warrior fibers that would hold 
them fast to the ground — solid, un- 
compromisingly solid. They tried not 
to laugh at the idiotic verbiage that was 
hurled in their general direction. 

When the cops showed up, the 
women were arrested for obstructing a 
roadway and resisting arrest (they'd 
held firm to their commitment to not 
give their names or addresses in front 
of the crowd of hunters). One of the 
cops was a bit anal, but the other three 
were almost delightful, explaining that 
they were late getting to the scene 
because they had first climbed an over- 
looking ridge to scope out the "violent 
situation" with binos before descend- 
ing. (Even cops have to fear the trigger- 
happy fingers of hunters?!) They joked 
about how they couldn't find the code 
for obstructing a roadway, since it so 
rarely happens. They passed their 
manuals back and forth, saying, "Can 
you find it? 1 can't find it." The 
arrestees made comments about how 
efficient bureaucracy is. The cops 
smiled and kept flipping the pages. 

At the arraignment on October 29, 
three of the women pled not guilty to 
both charges. The fourth woman, J„ 
will have her case reviewed in the juve- 
nile courts because she is under 18. 
They see the action as only the begin- 
ning — they may pursue 
legislation that would close 
City Creek to deer hunting, 
and they hope to put the 
issue of killing deer on the 
front burner for discussion 
and humane resolution. 

The women 
talked afterwards of the tre- 
mendous feeling of em- 
powerment, participating 
in an all-female non-vio- 
lent, direct action of civil 
disobedience with an un- 
ambiguous message: 
DON'T KILL DEER, AND 
DON'T DO IT HERE. They 
delayed the hunt in City 
Creek for 25 minutes, 
which put the hunters 25 
minutes away from where 
they had wanted to be at 
dawn, which gave the deer 
an additional 25 minutes 
m to run and hide. S. said. 
"The woman who lay with 
me on the road and waited 
and watched stars as the 
hunters hurled threats and paced are 
some of the bravest women I know." A. 
said, "We were risking both bodily harm 
and arrest. ..in protest of what we and 
many others believe to be an inhu- 
mane, unsafe, and unethical yearly 
ritual — the Utah deer hunt." And J. 
remarked that currently the environ- 
mental movement is dominated by 
middle-class white men and she'd like 
to see everyone get involved. At 17 
years of age, J. said that she lay down 
that morning because she wants to 
help change perspectives on killing 
deer, and also on the role of women 
within theenvironmental community. 

And so I dedicate this piece to 
women warriors everywhere, and also 
to W., whose idea it was to blockade 
City Creek on the opening day of the 
Utah deer hunt, October 17th, 1992. 



"Turning Swords into Plowshares" 

By Pete Shanks 

And he shall judge among the people, and shall sounding a little less regretful than he seems to think troubled. "Did they advert to the possibility that 
rebuke many people: and they shall beat their he ought to be. He refused several chances to leave they might be destroying the painfully compiled 
swords into plowshares, and their spears into the country, preferring to pop up unpredictably for dossiers of some applying for Conscientious Objec- 
pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up sword interviews and even televised sermons. It was a high tor status?" wondered fellow-Jesuit Edward Duff in a 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any old time, till finally he was nabbed by the Feds and generally sympathetic essay. The action was gener- 
more. slung into the slammer, to be hit for a while with ally seen as new and controversial. 

— Isaiah, 2:4 absurd charges of conspiring to kidnap Henry It was also, in the end, generally regarded as pro- 

Kissinger. Ah, what fun it was to fight the system in phetic and valuable. They were right. It worked. 

On September 9, 1980, eight people took hammers the Nixon years. Were they right because it worked? Did it work be- 

to two re-entry shrouds for nuclear warheads that But the rosy glow of hindsight shouldn't obscure cause they were right? Does it matter? 

were being made at a General Electric plant in King the fact that the pacifist community' was deeply The Catonsville Nine wrote a line in the history 

of Prussia, Pennsylvania. They also poured about divided about the merits of the Catonsville action, books. No one can know quite how widespread their 
four pints of their own blood on the missile parts and "There was a very heated debate about whether that effect was, but they certainly contributed to the 
some desks and documents, and said prayers for was acceptable," recalls Scott Kennedy, a founding mounting public sense of the Vietnam War's illegiti- 
peace. They were arrested on the spot. member of the Resource Center for Nonviolence, macy. They helped to stop the war. They inspired 

The "Plowshares Eight," the most famous of whom "People like Dorothy Day from the Catholic Worker other activists. Other draft cards and files were 
were the Berrigan brothers, Daniel and Philip, the and Thomas Merton actually expressed serious reser- torched, individually and collectively, up to a mil- 
turbulent priests of anti-Vietnam War fame, were vations, if not actual opposition." The coercive na- lion by some estimates. There were other kinds of 
consciously acting in the spirit of the prophecy of ture of the action, the fact of property damage, the actions, too, massive moratoriums and huge marches; 
Isaiah (and of Micah, 4:3, which uses the same breaking of a law that may not in itself have been civil disobedience had been transmitted from the 
language), for they considered nuclear weapons to be unjust, the setting of one's own opinions above the civil rights to the anti-war movement. In those 
the swords of our time. Their action was rooted in governments. ..many thoughtful people were strange days there were murders on campus by the 
their faith. The choice of targets was resolutely prac- 
tical — the Mark 12A warhead still carries three 335- 
kiloton H-bombs, on each of 300 Minuteman III 
missiles; GE brings good things to death — but the 
spirit of their mission is summed up in Dan Berrigan's 
quizzical respon se to the h ubbub about the breach of 
security: 

"Of course we had inside information; of course 
there had been a leak. Our informant is otherwise 
known in the New Testament as Advocate, Friend, 

Spirit. We had been at prayer for days. . . We had been 
led into the heart of the labyrinth in about two 
minutes, and with no interference to speak of." 

The other six, all veteran peace activists and deeply 
religious people, were Dean Hammer, Fr. Carl Kabat, 

Elmer Maas, Sr. Anne Montgomery, Molly Rush and 
John Schuchardt. 

The legal system didn't know what to do with 
them. They turned down an early plea bargain; tried 
and failed to argue a Nuremberg defense, that citi- 
zens have the right, even the duty, to interfere with 
the commission of crimes against humanity; were 
convicted of burglary, conspiracy and criminal mis- 
chief and sentenced to one and a half to ten years; 
won on appeal, on the grounds of judicial bias; lost 
at the state Supreme Court; were denied a hearing by 
the US Supreme Court; and finally, on April 10th, 

1990, were paroled in consideration of time served 
before the trial. 

Much of the peace movement didn't know what to 
do with them either. Were they quixotic fools or 
heroic activists? Were they planning a revolution or 
flaming out in frustration? Could hammering any- Excepts from an Interview with Dan Berrigan 
thing be a nonviolent activity? Did it make any sense 

for experienced organizers to let themselves be locked ” I "V| T f"*ol O CJTV - Ck 

away in jail? Would they provoke a crackdown by the It! vl Ml 

security state that might make matters even worse? By Pete Shanks 

Were they setting a dangerously naive precedent for 

everv nutcase out there? Dan Berrigan was interviewed for this article in late General Electric brings nuclear weapons and 

These questions were not new then, and are not September. The discussion was spontaneous and wide- other good things to life, you know? That's been 
settled today. The Berrigans and their friends have ranging; this transcript has been rearranged to group kind of a paradigm for the whole horror. The same 
been facing them, publicly, for 30-odd years. Dan some of his ideas by topic and to present them in a day we were sentenced in 1990, GE was being sen- 
and Phil were adopted by the media in the 1960s as sequence. Within each paragraph, and most topics, the tenced in Philadelphia, 40 miles away, for massive 
stars of the anti-war movement, for reasons good and editing has been trivial. (Pete Shanks) larceny against the government. It was really quite 

bad. They were middle-aged men (Dan was born in a day of contrasts, because that was a General Electric 

'21, Phil in '23); Catholics, when that was considered voluntary arrest. nuclear weapons facility we went into. They're sort 

the most conservative of religious groups; better yet, of milking the cow with many teats, 

priests; best of all, for Hollywood's purposes, they w e've felt very strongly from the start that the 

were brothers! They were also brave, determined, symbolic character of an action, which we were On the differencebetweennuclear and conventional 
articulate and deeply sincere in their spiritual beliefs, interested in, could not really be conveyed unless weaponry. 
or they could never have survived the stardom that one were around in various ways to sort of unravel 

was thrust upon them, let alone manipulated it. the symbol, or communicate the symbol, and, of It just seems to me that the Gulf War illustrated the 
They learned early to witness with the media's course, we were looking toward the opportunity that constant blurring of any distinction in practice, in 
help. With many others, they prayed in public, gave a tria ' would offer, that the media would offer, and war, between nuclear and conventional weaponry, 
speeches, held hearings. Phil poured blood on draft a lot of travel and audiences would offer, and if one The conventional weaponry is, arguably, a little less 
files; Dan was jailed after marching on the Pentagon, simply walks away, nothing of that can be done, and devastating, but it is still absolutely indiscriminate 
Still, the war went on, escalating in horror by the the whole business of many, many people hangs in with respect to the lives of people across the board, 
month. They decided to up the ante. theair. I think there is also a certain measure of, even whether they are combatants or non-combatants. 

On May 17, 1968, the brothers and seven others unwilling, admiration and ability to listen to people It's more in the interests of this superpower to eschew 
raided a draft board in a Baltimore suburb, and who have done something and who stand there. nuclear weapons and pursue these equally horrid, so- 
burned about 300 files with home-made napalm in called conventional weapons. T o attack the one is to 

the parking lot, in front of TV cameras. ° n corporate control. be clear that the whole system is anti-human and 

The Catonsville Nine thus made history'. Theirs mass murderous; this whole distinction doesn't 

was not the first direct action in American history, The events of the last two years, throughout the make any sense to me. They could, for instance, 
nor even the first against the Vietnam War, but it world, have created a kind of ideological vacuum, decide, as they have, certainly since Hiroshima — it 
crystallized sentiments about the war with dramatic This multi-corporate monster rushes in, either di- would be purely tactical, never ethical or moral — 
effect, even if it did not force the courts to rule on the rectly war-making or indirectly controlling the lives, that they would not employ nuclear weapons, but 
legitimacy of the war itself, as some had hoped. After economies and destiny of others. It's really all one there's no hesitation at all to use this horrid anti- 
conviction, Dan Berrigan went underground for four kind of hydra-headed monster, with inevitable aspects personnel weaponry, against anyone, anybody who's 
months and led the FBI in a merry dance. "I probably of violence, whether in the line of war or in the line in the way, and all praise to anyone who does 

shortened T. Edgar Hoover's life," he says now, °f simply throttling the third world. Continued on next page 
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Guard and state secrets were published 
in The New York Times. 

The Plowshares Eight, a dozen years 
later, inspired a global campaign. In 
the 12 years since their action, there 
have been close to 50 other similar 
acts of direct disarmament, commit- 
ted bymore than lOOdifferent people 
in at least six countries. Most partici- 
pants have been involved in only one 
action, but some are repeaters: Sister 
Anne Montgomery leads the pack, 
with six so far, while Kees Koning 
deserves special mention for under- 
taking four in eight months, two 
T against the same airplane, soon fol- 
-. lowed by a four-week fast in jail to 
■ protest Dutch weapons sales to Tur- 
key; courts in Holland seem to be 
lenient, for he served less than a year 
total. 

. Many of these acts of direct, gener- 
' ally symbolic, disarmament have 
been organized by members of 
Catholic intentional communities, 
such as the Jonah House in Balti- 
more, founded in 1973 by Phil 
Berrigan, his wife Liz McAlister, of 
Griffiss Plowshares, and others. These 
actions explicitly follow the plow- 

Continued on next page 



Direct Action, 
Social Movements 
and Deep Ecology 


Plowshares 

Continued from previous page 

shares model, citing the Biblical 
prophecies as their inspiration. Oth- 
ers, especially on the West Coast, are 
more loosely connected, usually be- 
cause the specifically Christian con- 
nection is less important, occasionally 
even offensive, to those taking part. In 
these cases, every action is the personal 
act of one or more individuals, taking 
unique responsibility for their own de- 
cisions. There is no 
conspiracy here, ex- 
cept a conspiracy of 
hope and faith, and 
a determination to 
act. 

The courts have 
trouble fitting these 
unusual people into 
their own mindset. 

One judge refused to 
treat all the Thames River Plowshares 
activists the same, despite their re- 
quests. Another gave up on the Kairos 
Plowshares Too (such puns are com- 
mon in the names taken) and removed 
the conditions of their probation when 
they said they wouldn't cooperate. Yet 
another imposed savage sentences of 
18 years on Carl Rabat and Helen 
Woodson of Silo Pruning Hooks. When 
people undertake one of these actions, 
they must anticipate anything from no 
punishment to life. No predictable 
consequence can be anticipated; you 
don't know what you're getting into. 
And yet they continue. 

An action every two or three months, 
on average, most of them ignored by 
the mainstream media. 


Berrigan 

Continued from previous page 
anything about any of it. 

On Peter Lumsdaine and Keith Kjoller, 
and how their Navstar action fits into 
the Plowshares tradition. (Ed.: See 
Earth First! Journal, Samhain, 1992) 

1 never knew those folks personally, 
which is all my loss, but anyway, I read 
about their action, sure. I wasn't at all 
clear as to whether they wanted to be 
known as plowshares people. It was 
certainly a brilliant piece of work, and 
as far as I'm concerned, is entirely 
within that tradition. 

It seems to me that this particular 
action is going to be very helpful. It's 
already opened a debate here in the 
East about symbol versus sabotage, and 
that's a very important debate, and it's 
not going to come down, it seems to 
me, hard on one or the other; it's going 
to enlighten both sides, but by a certain 
generous view of the other side. 

We're very attached to the symbolic 
aspect of things here, but I don't want 
to make that into a big bone of con- 
tention. And people have to feel free to 
interpret things in a way that makes 
sense to them. I am not at all sure that 
sabotage is any less non-violent than 
symbolic activity, because I restrict the 
question of violence entirely to the 
maltreatment of human beings. 

On activists with young children. 

I like to ask people, what happens to 
children if parents don't go to jail? 
And that seems to be a little thought- 
provoking. We really, in these groups 
in the East, we've had parents and 
grandparents from the start, from the 
first action, and it was a very, very 
important question that they be done 
in view of and for the sake of the 
children, because, the way things have 
been going there won't be any. 


More than a hundred activists will- 
ing to risk everything. Why do they do 
it? 

Are they right? 

Does it work? 

What is a plowshares action any- 
way? 

There is no canonical form. They are 
acts taken in a generally sympathetic 
spirit, and the term is now being used 
to encompass ac- 
tions by non-Chris- 
tians who are not 
inspired by Isaiah. 
Jack Cohen-Joppa, 
co-editor of the 
Nuclear Resister, of- 
fers this definition: 
"I view it as using 
hand tools, as op- 
posed to means of 
dismantling or destruction that are re- 
moved from the individual's immedi- 
ate control, to damage and disable or 
disarm components of nuclear weap- 
ons, their delivery or guidance sys- 
tems." 

Nuclear weapons were the original 
focus, to be sure, but the problems are 
wider than that, as is increasingly ap- 
parent. "One has to understand," says 
Elmer Maas, of the Plowshares Eight, 
Plowshares Number Four, and Thames 
River Plowshares, "that the nuclear is 
the tip of the iceberg, perhaps a key- 
stone in the arch of the cafeteria of 
violence — the spectrum of violence, 
understood in that sense — that is part 
of this culture that extends from nuclear 


On the direction of the movement. 

It seems to me that there are certainly 
general parameters that everybody 
who's being generally responsible rec- 
ognizes and that has to do both with 
the spirituality and a tactical sense. In 
other words, people prepare carefully 
according to some tradition of what a 
human being is or what a human 
community is, specificaljy religious or 
not. So, say anything really life-giving 
unless we are very sensitive to human 
life, we don't hurt people in order to 
make a point, and actions are called to 
be nonviolent in this tradition. Those 
statements are very general, and they 
mean to leave a great deal to the indi- 
vidual people in communities across 
the country. 

I can tell you what I hope for, I 
hope the actions continue in great 
numbers, I hope that they continue 
with great depth, with great generosity 
and great courage. I hope that the re- 
ally savage response of the courts, espe- 
cially in the Mid-West, never proves to 
be a deterrent, as it hasn't. These are 
the harshest sentences in my lifetime, 
they've done everything to these 
nonviolent people except put them on 
death row, like Helen Woodson with 
18 years, and Carl Rabat's sentence, 
and the others. But it seems that those 
kinds of judges just electrify lots of 
people and instead of paralyzing them, 
get them moving, as has happened 
again and again. . 

I don't know, these are general 
reflections, but I don 't want to get very 
tactical because that has a certain ele- 
ment of dictation about it. We're all 
trying to salvage the next generation, 
the ecology, including the ecology of a 
moral sense, in ourselves, and affecting 
people in a lot of directions. 


By Don Smith 

As a movement, Earth First! seems 
to lack a well-developed vision of itself 
as part of the larger radical transforma- 
tion necessary in our society if justice is 
to prevail — most importantly the jus- 
tice of biodiversity. I'm speaking of 
changes so radical that deep ecology 
becomes the dominant paradigm in 
our world. 

In order for us to better understand 
our role, not 
only in the en- 
vironmental 
movement but 
in radical social 
change gener- 
ally, Earth 
First! must ex- 
plore assumptions about itself and de- 
velop greater sophistication in strategy 
and tactics. An exploration of these 
concerns is too often absent from the 
pages of the Earth First! Journal. In fact, 
it is probably too often absent from the 
thinking of Earth First!ers in general. 

This lack of development in Earth 
First! and the Journal may be attributed 
to the absence of a historical perspec- 
tive in our society. For instance, we are 
not taught to respect or learn from the 
experience of others. This weakness is 
often reflected in the naivete of adoles- 
cence and early adulthood. 

As individuals, nearly everyone 
experiences a period of naivete, a time 
when ideas take on powerful meaning 
and a feeling of originality. It is during 
this time that some individuals begin 
to formulate a radical world view and a 
vision for a new society. Unfortu- 
nately, many don't move beyond what 
should be a transitional stage. Instead 
they carry this adolescence into 
adulthood. Some become bitter while 
others just never seem to grow up ( i.e. 
Peter Pans.) 

With the ecological crisis staring 
us in the face, one can become bitter, 
falling into despair, with ideals fading 
and motivations diminishing. Mov- 
ing beyond this transitional phase is 
necessary to become a committed war- 
rior. The leaders of any movement 
have a responsibility to be aware of this 
developmental stage, if despair is to be 
discouraged among the young and new 
leaders cultivated. 

Still, there is much to value in this 
aspect of our youth: dogma is chal- 
lenged by the young 
and new perspectives 
are offered to the 
more experienced. 

New paradigms con- 
front the old, and 
fresh theories replace 
stagnant assump- 
tions. In the end, fol- 
lowing initiation into 
warriorhood, the 
heroine and the hero 
revitalize the old wise 
woman and old wise man. Still, such 
warriors, both women and men, would 
be nothing without their elders. 

Direct Action and Civil Disobedi- 
ence 

In developing our strategy and choos- 
ing tactics, it is necessary that we un- 
derstand what we mean by direct ac- 
tion and civil disobedience. Civil dis- 
obedience is normally thought of as a 
form of direct action in which one 
specifically intends to be arrested. The 
Wobblies did it with the intent of fill- 
ing up the jails. Their strategy was to 
strengthen themselves as a labor 


movement by placing a burden on the 
system of incarceration and the courts, 
a legal system that backed the interests 
of the capitalists. Besides civil disobe- 
dience, direct action may also include 
picket lines and demonstrations, often 
referred to as social actions in the tradi- 
tion of Catholicism. 

Using these direct action tactics, 
organizations in 
the citizen action 
movement chal- 
lenge politicians 
and public and 
corporate officials 
through confron- 
tation. These 
groups take their 
inspiration from Saul Alinsky, the radi- 
cal and uncompromising rabble rouser 
of the 50s. 

■ Using Pete Shanks' article, "Turn- 
ing Swords Into Plowshares," (preced- 
ing page), we can further examine our 
understanding of direct action gener- 
ally and civil disobedience specifically. 


Direct Action: Personal Empower- 
ment or Personal Salvation? 

For many people Daniel and Philip 
Berrigan have been a source of inspira- 
tion due to the courage of their spiri- 
tual acts of resistance. (See interview 
with Daniel Berrigan on page 10.) The 
Berrigans, borrowing from the civil 
rights movement, were partially re- 
sponsible for introducing civil disobe- 
dience to the anti-war movement. Civil 
disobedience (or divine obedience, as 
the Berrigans would say) developed 
further in the hands of anti-nuclear 
weapons resisters, Central American 
solidarity activists, and radical envi- 
ronmentalists, such as Earth First!. Anti- 
abortion crusaders have also used di- 
rect action tactics, including civil dis- 
obedience. 

There is the legitimate concern that 
too much emphasis can be placed on 
direct action as salvation or a personal 
statement at the expense of real change. 
Religiously-motivated civil disobedi- 
ence is especially vulnerable to this 
criticism. For the Berrigans, their wit- 
ness was the expression of their faith. 
Their actions gave concrete meaning 
to their belief in biblical prophecies; 
scripture was their source of inspira- 
tion, and motivation. 
Inaction or failure to 
carry out their civil 
disobedience would be 
the same as ignoring 
the prophetic word of 
Christ. However, at 
what point do such 
religious or spiritual 
acts become a form of 
self-indulgence, in 
which personal salva- 
tion stands above the 
larger political goals, such as encourag- 
ing nuclear resistance? 

For the Berrigans, such self-indul- 
gence did not exist. They considered 
their actions to be political, even if less 
so than faithful; their actions had tac- 
tical and strategic value. Nonetheless, 
the feeling persists that personal ac- 
tions of this nature, based as they are 
on a faith in God, can be elitist. The 
significance of the Berrigans' actions 
may be misunderstood by others who 
don't value the symbolism of their 
biblical language. The symbolism may 
be so imposing that it may even dis- 
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There is the legitimate 
concern that too much emphasis 
can be placed on direct action 
as salvation or a personal state- 
ment, at the expense of real change. 




If it's so Bad, Why isn't Everybody Worried? 


By Mark Davis 

In late May of 1989, Peg Millet, 
Marc Baker, Dave Foreman and I were 
arrested on a variety of 
monkeywrenching charges. During the 
two years between our arrest and the 
beginning of our trial (along with Ilse 
Asplund arrested later), I spoke to and 
debated before a number of audiences, 
discussing the mess we were in. My 
debating opponents were often intelli- 
gent, articulate and well-meaning 
people who sincerely believed that 
there is no reason to change the way 
humans are treating the planet. I 
learned a lot from these encounters, 
and my purpose in writing this is to 
share some of what I learned with oth- 
ers interested in the crucial task of 
convincing the sleeping body politic 
of the necessity of quick, and probably 
painful, change. 

I have been involved with various 
forms of do-goodism for about twenty- 
four years, and observed others similarly 
engaged. Probably less than half the 
motivation fueling the work originated 
in altruism or a sense of duty. Most of 
us spend our lives looking for an 
identity, trying to prove our worthiness, 
hoping to get laid, expressing rage at 
authority, trying to get out of the house, 
combating boredom... there is no end 
to that list. There is nothing wrong 
with any of that. I've never met a pure 
and utterly selfless human, and I am 
sure not a candidate. There are a lot 
worse things one can do to build an 
identity than help crippled children or 
work to protect the Earth. But it is 
important to know what your moti- 
vations are before you put yourself 
forward as a spokesperson for envi- 
ronmental sanity. People will hear a 
lot more than you think you're saying. 

The truth is that we are all in the 
same sinking boat, from the most 
painfully sincere 
wannabe hunter- 
gatherer to the CEO of 
Exxon. The extinction 
which looms over us 
will not be selective 
on the basis of either 
moral purity or net 
worth. Nobody likes 
to be insulted or 
threatened. An audi- 
ence will be able to 
hear a message about 
treating the Earth with 
respect and humility 
more easily if the per- 
son delivering it dis- 
plays some of those -qualities. And 
there are simply too many of "them" 
and not enough of "us" for sanity to 
prevail through antagonistic methods. 

The people attempting to promote 
attitudes and practices conducive to 
the long-term health of the planet and 
our own species have been handicapped 
by our acceptance of terms and defi- 
nitions offered by those promoting 
business as usual. 

There are only a few arguments 
used to justify the destruction of the 
planet, and they recur repeatedly. They 
are all essentially dogmatic in nature, 
that is, they all depend on a willingness 
to ignore the overwhelming evidence 
that we face catastrophe in favor of 
defending a comfortable belief system . 

Money First! 

The premise here is that the greatest 
good for the largest number of people 
demands that the economy deliver a 
constant high rate of growth. This 
growth translates into a higher standard 
of living for everyone, raising the 
comfort level of the wealthy (perceived 
as a deserved reward for intelligence 
and hard work) and bringing those on 
the bottom up out of poverty as an 


expanding economic pie allows more 
people access to goods and services. It 
is a wonderful and practically unan- 
swerable argument as long as everyone 
is pretending that we live on a planet 
with unlimited raw materials to turn 
into goods, and an equally infinite 


formulated and released into the en- 
vironment every year, often in large 
quantities. Very few of these substances 
are tested to determine the effect their 
introduction into air, water and the 
food chain will have. The producers of 
such chemicals are conducting an 


Those of us receiving the benefits of the destruction 
of the biosphere tend to enjoy the privileges and pleasures with which 
the pillaging provides us. The fact that it is 
suicidal is an inconvenience easily dealt with through the time- 
honored mechanism of denial. 


capacity 7 for absorbing the poisonous 
byproducts thus generated. 

The reality is quite different. If the 
demand for housing goes up, more 
units are built to satisfy it with a corre- 
sponding increase in the GNP. There is 
rejoicing in boardrooms and the kitch- 
ens of the workers who are paid to 
build houses, but from the standpoint 
of the biosphere upon which tycoons 
and carpenters are equally dependent, 
it is a disaster. More housing means 
fewer trees, as forests are cut down to 
provide not only lumber for construc- 
tion but paper to record and finance 
the process. Housing is often built on 
"undeveloped" land, another "re- 
source." This land is ripped up, lev- 
eled, partially paved. 

Far from being undeveloped, this 
land was very highly developed, 
crammed full of life forms busily en- 
gaged in the invisible work of evolu- 
tion which has resulted in, among other 
things, us. The land once supported a 
vast variety of visible and invisible or- 
ganisms vital to the 
proper functioning 
of the local ecosys- 
tem, which is inex- 
tricably linked to 
the larger chain of 
life which keeps this 
planet habitable. 
Now it is a biologi- 
cal desert, capable of 
supporting only a 
very few’, poison- 
resistant species. 

The naturally 
occurring life has 
been replaced by 
concrete, asphalt, 
artificially bred plants and humans, 
and their houses, machines and equally 
artificial pets. The trees, which are 
now houses, are gone. Humans cannot 
"produce" lumber, they can only chop 
down and cut up trees. Trees grow as a 
result of the interaction of sunlight, 
land, air, water and the accumulated 
wisdom of millennia expressed in the 
DNA of seeds. The chemically man- 
aged tree farms which are touted as 
viable replacements for naturally oc- 
curring forests support only a small 
fraction of the species present in their 
unmanaged predecessors, once again 
disrupting and impoverishing the bio- 
sphere. 

This scenario doesn 't really address 
a potentially even greater cost, that of 
using the atmosphere, oceans and land 
masses as "free" waste dumps. Many of 
the scientists studying the situation 
believe that the consequences of CFC 
use are going to cause the extinction of 
most higher life forms, maybe us. It is 
difficult to imagine how the cost of this 
could be factored into the price of a can 
of freon and thus paid for, according to 
free market ideology, by the consumer. 

The EPA estimates that there are 
over 3,000 new chemical compounds 



enormous, unannounced experiment 
using all life, including human, as un- 
paid and involuntary experimental 
subjects. None of this is reflected in the 
prices of the products which finally 
reach the marketplace. 

This reality has been obscured by a 
fog of double talk. It is tough to come 
up with a more accurate, succinct state- 
ment of the truth than the slogan often 
seen at Earth First! demonstrations: 
THERE ARE NO JOBS ON A DEAD 
PLANET! 

The Chicken Little Hypothesis 

Those of us receiving the benefits 
of the destruction of the biosphere — a 
group roughly coterminous with the 
population of the industrialized 
world — tend to enjoy the privileges and 
pleasures with which the pillaging pro- 
vides us. The fact that it is suicidal is an 
inconvenience easily dealt with 
through the time-honored mechanism 
of denial. Nobody wants to have to do 
the things which might offer some 
hope of stopping our rush toward ex- 
tinction. It would be very unpleasant 
to face the facts and make the required 
changes in our lives, economies and 
belief systems. It's much easier to deny 
the problem, keep our eyes firmly glued 


on our own comfort and continu 
stuff ourselves with the plunder. 

One of the consequences of 
attitude is that people who insist 
pointing out the fact that we're gc 
to hell on a fast train are frequei 
compared to Chicken Little. Chic 
Little is the famous fowl who cam 
the conclusion that the sky was fall 
because she was conked by an act 
It's an attractive argument, combin 
as it does elements of folk wisd 
(there really are people who see di 
ter everywhere) with a certain plea: 
able disdain for those prone to hyst 
and overreaction. 

Chicken Little in the nursery st 
is a silly little hen whose alarms co 
be safely ignored. The current cris: 
being announced and documentec 
people whose standards of proof 
quite high. The consensus in the 
entific community is that the biospt 
is in trouble, trouble quite possi 
severe enough to threaten the con 
ued existence of the human species 
is important to note that this is a c 
sensus, which is not the same thin; 
proof. The only acceptable proof t 
the danger facing the Earth is pot 
tially lethal to all higher life forms 1 
be the extinction of everything m 
complicated than cockroaches. 

The Myth of Reason 

Contrary to cherished belief, v 
little human behavior is determh 
by reason or logic. We are driven 
motives of which we often have o 
the haziest of perceptions, originat 
in genetic imperatives and conditioi 
responses operating below the leve 
conscious choice. 

The myth is that we as individi 
and a species arrive at our conclusii 
by deductive reasoning from careh 
ascertained facts and then proceec 
act according to the insights tl 
gained. The premises upon which t 
theory rests are invalid — first, that tb 
is a computer-like central process 

Continued on page 


Peg Millett and Mark Davis: 

Behind Bars... Still 

By Karen Picke 
people. In prison. Okay, that est 
lished, here's the situation: 

Mark Davis and Peg Millett h, 
been in federal prison for a year i 
three months as of winter solst 
Readers of the Journal will recall 
stories from the sensational Ariz< 
Five conspiracy Trial during the si 
mer of 1991 that ended in a plea I 
Mark- fipvnnK honks and writps gain deal and prison sentences. 

two months of courtroom dra 
leading up to the plea bargain was 
just a monkeywrenching trial, sigr 
cant in and of itself, but laid open sc 
of the folds of the government's 
derlying political agenda. FBI age 
admitted more than once that 
government’s desire to get con victi 
and harsh sentences went beyond tl 
aim to punish the five offenders, j 
was based on an effort to "sen 
message" to the environ mer 
movement, as special agent Mike F; 
who worked undercover with activ 
fora year, put it. That political agei 
brought covert dirty tricks to the 
vestigation, innuendo and wild ac 
sations to the courtroom and now t 
agenda is bringing unfair parole dei 
to the two of the Arizona Five who 
still jailed. 

The Federal Parole Board den 
parole in October based largely 
charges that had been dismissed aga: 
the five. After their 1989 arrests, 

continued on pag* 


Peg rakes rocks outside, looking for 
movements in the desert sand of liz- 
ards, snakes, birds and spiders. This is 
her Zen and her escape. She also sings, 
and she embraces images given by 
friends over the phone of Earth First! 
actions and activities, getting vicarious 
excitement from news of the move- 
ment. 

Mark devours books and writes 
essays, escaping the prison concrete 
and bars with the vehicle powered by 
words. He builds his optimism by do- 
ing research in the prison law library, 
where he works as his jail job. 

They each find their own route to 
relative peace of mind and maintenance 
of sanity in this insane world of federal 
prison. The wheels to those routes are 
greased by support of their friends and 
allies. 

As the latest blow — parole denial 
— settled on their psyches, they've had 
to, each in their own way, draw on their 
reserve of strength to find a way to 
nourish optimism and hope, stay sane, 
keep the spirit above the surface of the 
water. 

I start out on this personal note 
because this is undeniably a political 
situation, to be challenged/dealt with 
through political and strategic means. 
The basis for their parole denial is cer- 
tainly political. BUT . . . These are two 
very real people. Two loving living 
crying caring angrv kickass activist real 
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Foreman 

Continued from page 8 

And finally, the last parameter, and 
possibly the most controversial one, 
and I think one that is sort of a litmus 
test: in Earth First!, while we don't all 
engage in monkeywrenching, or even 
advocate it, we don't condemn it. We 
recognize monkeywrenching as a le- 
gitimate tool of self-defense for some 
people within Earth First! Because 
monkeywrenching symbolizes, I think, 
our fundamental strategy for dealing 
with the mad machine. And that's a 
recognition that good old liberal reform 
isn't going to work with this system. 
Designating a wilderness area, for ex- 
ample, is not liberal reform. It's 
monkeywrenching. The Wilderness 
Act of 1964 was an act of 
monkeywrenching, because it was a 
recognition that the Forest Service and 
the Park Service were inherently inca- 
pable of protecting wilderness values 
on their own, that their whole basis, 
theirwhole drive, their whole religious 
impetus was development. Gifford 
Pinchot said, "The first principle of 
conservation is development." And 
it's still going on. The Wilderness Act 
of 1964 was putting handcuffs on the 
Forest Service and the Park Service so 
they couldn't screw up these wild ar- 
eas. 

That is our political approach, one 
of monkeywrenching, of thwarting, a 
political aikido, of taking the energy of 
the mass machine and turning it against 
itself. Of taking the power of the iron 
ore in a bulldozer and liberating it so it 
can go back into the Earth. Of taking 
the madness of the Forest Service's 
forest plan, and twisting it against the 
Forest Service. Yeah, we file appeals 
and lawsuits, we write letters and make 
wilderness proposals, but we aren't 
fooled for a minute that we are en- 
gaged in liberal reform. We're sticking 
a wrench in the system, we're slowing 
it down, we're flooring it, we're kicking 
it in the face. 

And why are we doing all this? 
Why do we have these parameters 
within this tribe? It's because we are 
the most important generation of hu- 
man beings to ever walk this planet. 
Today, this moment, 1987, is the most 
critical time in three and a half billion 
years of organic evolution on this 
planet. We aren't trying to save back- 
packing parks. We aren't trying to 
clean up the air so we have nice, scenic 
views of the Grand Canyon. We're 
trying to help evolution continue. 

Some of the most respected and 
famous biologists and ecologists in the 
world today are saying things that make 
my blood run cold. Ifldidn'tget drunk 
now and then, if I didn't have a sense 
of humor, I'd strap dynamite onto 
myself and go down Glen Canyon dam. 

We are living in an era of overpow- 
ering horror. Michael Soule, the 
founder of the society of conservation 
biology, recently said that vertebrate 
evolution may be at an end. Others 
have said that one-third of all species 
may become extinct in 20 years, that 
by the turn of the century, the only 
large mammals left will be those we 
choose to allow to exist. Let that sink 
in! My God! We don't have time for 
normal lives! We don't have time to 
pretend that it's business as usual. 

It's time for a warrior society to rise 
up out of the Earth, and put ourselves 
in front of the juggernaut of destruc- 
tion, to be antibodies against the hu- 
man pox that's ravaging this precious, 
beautiful planet. I don't want to live if 
there aren't any rhinoceroses. I don't 
want to live if there aren't any moun- 
tain lions in California. That's what 
my life is for, is to throw it in the wheels 
of this insane "progress," and to fight 
for it. 

That's what a warrior society is for. 


There's room to do other things, to 
develop appropriate technology, and 
alternative ways of living, so that after 
this insane system self-destructs, we 
have a society that can continue on. 
But there's also a need for warriors, and 
Earth First! is warriors! And if you 
aren't a warrior, then I suggest you find 
another group. And I'm not criticizing 
you, because there's a need for other 
groups and other methods. But in 
Earth First!, we've got to be warriors 
first and foremost. And there is no 
more glorious life than the life of a 
warrior in defense of what's right. 

My heart is buoyed and cheered by 
the warriors I see here this week; the 
women, the men, the children, and 
those of us who are turning gray. We're 
all warriors, we're all fighters, we're all 
dedicated to something so much larger 
and greater and more beautiful than 
ourselves. And that's the essence, I 
think, of being a warrior. The recogni- 
tion that in your life, the most impor- 
tant thing is not your life. As Martin 
Luther King said, "If a human being 
does not have something to die for, 
they don't deserve to live." Those are 
hard words, but they're true words. 
And I pity those people who are only 
interested in their paychecks, their 
VCRs, and their own lives. I salute you, 
and I celebrate you, and I love you for 
being fellow warriors. 

Earth First! 



Plowshares... 

Continued from page 1 1 


"So that the focus of the action could 
be more on the weapons system and its 
illegitimacy, than on what might be 
construed as mere vandalism." 

Where symbolism slides into actual 
damage can be a grey area. "We meant 
for a sort of symbolic action," says 
Stephen Hancock of theUpper Heyford 
Plowshares in England, "Even though 
the amount of damage that we were 
billed for was considerably more than 
we expected." They were accused of 
doing well over a quarter of a million 
dollars worth of damage. Of course, 
that's about the cost of a toilet seat for 
a military airplane. At war industry 
rates, the damage estimates go up fast. 

Even when the damage is substan- 
tial, "We don't see what we're doing as 
sabotage," says Maas. "Sabotage is 
something different. This came up in 
one of the trials, where people were 
acquitted of sabotage because they were 
not attempting to disable one country 
or one military force to the advantage 
of the enemy or to the advantage of 
someone else." 

'Sabotage' is a loaded word, which is 
why some prosecutors like to use it. 
Another is 'terrorism,' which the pre- 
sentencing report tried to apply to the 
recent Navstar action; it was of course 
absurd, since on none of these occa- 
sions has there ever been any hint of an 
attempt to compel disarmament by 
threatening some terrible consequence. 
The terror is all on the other side, with 
the federal marshalls backing up the 
almost unthinkably evil people who 
can threaten their enemies (and even 
their friends) with extinction. It's bad 
enough that they do so as a 'deterrent'; 
to build a first-strike capability is ter- 
rorism on a scale never seen before. 
The plowshares activists use prayer, 
hand tools and sometimes humor, but 
never threats or violence against people . 

They do, certainly, damage property. 


weapons to intervention and to the And there are those who refuse to in- 
key role that Navstar played in the Gulf dude property damage of any kind 
War and other interventionary enter- within their definition of nonviolence, 
prises that the United States might Some of these 'purists' are not practi- 
undertake, and it extends to repression tioners of nonviolence anyway: it is 
and to the attempt to control other not uncommon to hear comments like, 
governments and communities in the ^ those kooks are so goddamned non- 

world, for the sake of greed and for the violent, how come they. . . ? It s easy to 
sake of providing a favorable condition sa Y that such critics can be brushed 
for United States investments." , aside, but there is, I think, a lesson to 
From there it is but a step to consid- learn even from such ignorance - the 
ering dual-use technologies, which language of nonviolence is not com- 
have military value 
civilian use. Most ol 
larlv. the National 
System of Interstate 
and Defense High- 
ways, funded quite 
explicitly in the '40s 
and '50s to facilitate 
troop movement 
and civilian evacua- 
tions, but clearly of 
primarily civilian 
use. The nuclear 
power industry is an 
often-cited example 
of an ostensibly ci- 
vilian industry that 
would not have ex- 
isted without thewar 
machine. The con- 
troversial Global Po- 
sitioning System TO BU5INE55/ 

(GPS) is clearly being floated out for technical term, whose meaning 
nominal civilian use as a public rela- withnin the movement has evolved 
tions smoke screen for its main, mili- over decades of discussion. There is, 
tary function. The war industry is the a ft er a H/ something ludicrous about 
target of the plowshares activists, in all vision of non violently hammering 

its manifold guises. anything. A hammer is a tool for the 

Most of the actions have a strong appropriate application of force, for 
symbolic component, although the focusing and channelling of vigor- 
question of sabotage has never been far ous e ff° rt so as to magnify its impact, 
from the surface. "Some people have Those whoarewell-versedinthetheory 
restrained from causing excessive an< ^ practice of nonviolent action 
physical damage to a particular weap- should never forget that they may need 
ons system," explains Cohen-Joppa, to speak in two languages, one with 



their supporters and one with their 
opponents. It is a useful discipline to 
listen with another's ears. 

Within the broad peace movement, 
there are those who believe only in 
passive resistance, such as placing your 
own body at a missile launch site or on 
railroad tracks, and those who con- 
sider it to be acceptable to, for instan ce, 
remove part of the railroad track if that 
can be done without causing an acci- 
dent. Is it less coercive to force another 
into the choice of whether or not to 
injure you than to force them simply 
to stop what they are doing? It is hard 
work to face our fears and our 
un examined prejudices — "Thinking 
makes American boys' heads hurt," 
gloated the villain in Richard Condon's 
The Manchurian Candidate — and who 
are we to say it's good for anyone but 
ourselves? We are participants in the 
political process. It's what we do. Some 
support the status quo by not fighting 
it; some fight it by not supporting it. 
All of us, like it or not, take part in the 
debate. 

Once you cross the threshold into 
accepting any destruction of property 
as viid, then, in Scott Kennedy's words, 
"there is a continuum from the strictly 
symbolic to more tactical areas." Much 
nonsense has been written about this 
continuum, as if there were some logi- 
cal distinction between a small amount 
of damage and a large one. There are 
tactical differences, certainly, for ex- 
ample as to whether a more dramatic 
attack will impress and inspire sup- 
porters more than it enrages and pro- 
vokes opponents. But morally, if you 
consider a weapons system to be fun- 
damentally evil, why not destroy it, if 
you have the opportunity? 

In the recent Navstar satellite action, 
Peter Lumsdaine and Keith Kjoller were 
faced with eight nuclear weapons 
guidance satellites in various stages of 
completion. There was no possibility 7 
that assaulting those machines w 7 ould 
harm any other breathing creature. In 
this case, they were apprehended by 
security guards very quickly — it's 
amazing how fast you can do $3 mil- 
lion dollars' worth of harm in the right 
circumstances, or at least that's what 
Rockwell is telling the insurance com- 
pany. But what if, like several of the 
plowshares activists, they had been left 
undisturbed for a few hours? Had they 
dismantled all eight would they have 
been more guilty than if they merely 
axed one? 

The court would have said so: they 
would surely have been put away for a 
solid decade, maybe much more. Heck, 
eight satellites at $50 million per, plus 
a couple of clean rooms and heaven 
knows what else... half a billion would 
probably have put them in the 
Guinness Book of Records. Front-page 
stuff, no? They might have provoked 
an extremely wide debate, even per- 
haps at the level of presidential poli- 
tics. 

As it was, their action may have had 
the most direct effect on the war ma- 
chine yet. It is always hard to tell if an 
action against the w r ar industry slowed 
them down, since their habits of secre- 
tiveness and their skills at creative ac- 
counting and scheduling keep us in 
the dark. Even if Navstar deployment 
was delayed for some time, that may 
not be the major consequence of the 
action. 

The environmental direct-action 
people have more experience at this, 
since they can see their failures in the 
sawn-off stumps and count their suc- 
cesses in the old-growth forests. "What 
I found out was that it was really the 
symbolism, not the number of hours 
that we actually shut down a particular 
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Plowshares 
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bulldozer, that actually carried the 
message and had the power," says Mike 
Roselle, editor of the Earth First Journal. 
If a few people, like the Aegis Plow- 
shares, who probably had the chance, 
managed to scuttle a battleship, it would 
be "a very important and dramatic 
statement," he comments. "I would 
think that it would be very effective. 
On the other hand, the potential for 
loss of life and also for pollution of the 
environment is great and those things 
would have to be weighed very care- 
fully, and I would think it would be 
very easy for the public to see this as a 
very reckless action, whereas one of 
just pounding the deck symbolically 
would be more easy to understand, 
even if it was somewhat less powerful 
in terms of the message it projected." 

Aegis Plowshares did pound the deck. 
How much did you know about the 
action last year? Did they communi- 
cate? 

To publicize an action, it may be 
desirable to do it publicly and to insist 
on being arrested, as several of the 
plowshares people have. This is by no 
means the same as saying that turning 
yourself in is a necessary component of 
legitimate civil disobedience actions. 
Noam Chomsky pointed out in 1970, 
in an article about the Berrigans, that 
"there is no moral compulsion for one 
who seeks to prevent criminal actions 
of the state to submit voluntarily to 
punishment for his actions." 

If you believe that what you are at- 
tacking is evil, why on earth should 
you play the evil-doer's game by ac- 
cepting that the attack itself is a criminal 
offense? Why not keep yourself quiet, 
while making the action as noisy as 
possible, and do it again? 

There may be practical reasons. In 
England, according to Stephen 
Hancock, "We've definitely seen, like 
in the Animal Liberation Front here, a 
lot of people get a lot of harassment 
because the actions aren't claimed, 
whereas our experience with more open 
actions is that only the people who 
take responsibility get the brunt of the 
reaction." He also advocates more 
symbolic-type actions: "I think it's a 
good idea if plowshares doesn't become 
an eliteof activists, disarming weapons 
on behalf of other people, and that we 
lay pretty bare and open in our pro- 
cesses, our preparation processes, our 
fears, and so on, and our way of building 
community and support, and we make 
that available to other people, so they 
can apply similar processes to their 
resistance or might encourage other 
people into resistance. 1 tninK oy en- 
gaging in more secretive stuff then it's 
much more difficult to share those 
processes with people." 

Secret processes do have their own 
dangers. It is all too easy to become 
insular and rigid, detached from a 
broader community of discussion and 
support, and thus less able to spread 
the message the action implies. With- 
out explanation, the actor may seem to 
be a hero to some, a fool to others, and 
a stranger to all. For those trying to call 
attention to the common humanity 
we share, this is a serious risk. 

For one of the aims of direct disar- 
mament actions is certainly to provide 
inspiration. The more extreme actions 
shift the dialogue, in the same way that 
the Reagan Republicans succeeded in 
shifting the political dialogue of 
America to the right in the early '80s. 
This can be uncomfortable. 

Plowshares actions have not been 
widely covered in the mainstream press. 
There is occasional mention, especially 
if a certified 'star' like a Berrigan is 
involved, or if the activist has a real 
talent for public relations. Katya 
Komisaruk, with her 'White Rose' label 


cleverly raising the specter of fascism 
(the original White Rose were German 
anti-Nazis during World War II), and 
her sense of the absurd (she had the wit 
to ask Miss Manners what would be 
appropriate dress for her trial), caught 
some attention for her personality as 
much as her action (the card and cook- 
ies for the guards didn't hurt either). 
But normally the coverage is limited 
and local, spotty even in the left-wing 
press that might be expected to be 
sympathetic. 

Evil is a hard sell. No one wants to 
confront it, or to believe that it exists. 
The political right see virtue there, 
which is their privilege, and we can 
leave them to their rose-tinted kaleido- 
scopes. The center is devoted to the 
institutions we have, warts and all, and 
does not like to be confronted by claims 
that the system allows not just mis- 
takes but sins. The left is forced to 
contront the ugly fact that if evil exists 
and we are not actively opposing it, we 
are in complicity with it. These plow- 
shares people are prophets, acting 
from a certainty that makes everybody 
else squirm. It is so much easier to 
dismiss them as having gone over the 
edge, as frustrated cranks, as embar- 
rassing deformities best kept hidden in 
the cellar. If they are right, shouldn't 
we be with them? 


Direct Action 
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courage some people from acting. Non- 
believers may be daunted by the high 
moral plane on which the Berrigans 
stand when it is so deeply rooted in an 
unfamiliar or unwanted language. 
Furthermore, divine obedience con- 
notes a patriarchal supernatural/spe- 
cies hierarchy — the supremacy of God, 
humans in the image of God, man as 
the steward of beasts. 

You don't have to be religious to 
ground your actions morally. Nor do 
those motivated by spiritual beliefs hold 
a moral supremacy over those who are 
politically and ethically motivated, 
despite the fact that the spiritually 
moved often imply this, however un- 
intentional, in their personal and pub- 
lic pronouncements. 

Nonviolence and Ecotage 
Shanks raises important questions re- 
! garding nonviolence and property 
damage relevant to Earth First!. This is 
especially true with ecotage. Writer 
and monk Thomas Merton and social 
activist Dorothy Day criticized the 
Berrigans and their accomplices for 


breaching the line dividing violence 
from nonviolence when carrying out 
their destruction of property. Also, 
west coast Christian pacifist James 
Douglas publicly criticized the secrecy 
of Plowshares actions. Can the same 
, concerns regarding violence and se- 
' crecy be directed to ecotage? 


This perspective brings to mind 
criticism some Earth Firstlers have for 
those advocating ecotage. Tree spik- 
ing, in particular, presents problems 
for many because of the potential for 
violence. But perhaps more impor- 
tantly, some are more concerned with 
tree spiking as a tactic than they are 
about the morality of tree spiking — it 
does not make sense to spike trees if it 
costs the campaign public support, es- 
pecially from 
the logging, 
community. 

The fear is that 
tree spiking 
can bring 
down the 
overall suc- 
cess of a cam- 
paign, or 
make other 
forms of direct action less effective. 

For George Hayduke, the original 
Earth Firstler, damage of property was 
not violence, and if it was, so what. It 
had to be done. As the earth graders 
proceeded to build the road, ending 
the grader's destruction was para- 
mount. Time to discuss the morality of 
such an action was unavailable — evil 
had to be extinguished and future dis- 
cussions on such matters could wait 
until after celebrating the grader's go- 
ing up in flames. 

Of course, there are circumstances 
when the time for talking about an 
action is unavailable — for example, 
when stumbling upon a bulldozer rest- 
ing at night, with evidence of its 
roadbuilding destruction in plain view. 
However, committed and disciplined 
warriors must take the time to plan, 
analyze and make preparations when- 
ever possible. 

The sometimes unpleasant work of 
developing sound strategy and effective 
tactics is imperative if what we really 
desire is to successfully defend the in- 
tegrity of wilderness. The temptation 
to wallow in the romanticism of higher 
moral pursuits such as burning a bull- 
dozer must be avoided if such actions 
are to be done with adequate ethical 
and strategic preparation. 

Too often what happens is that 
morality gets played out in questions 
of building strategy. Oran individual's 
psychological condition overly influ- 
ences his politics to the point where he 
acts out deeply rooted personal com- 
plexes in meetings, actions, etc., ob- 
structing the process or the action it- 
self. Or an activist takes a dogmatic 
position by claiming a purity of insight, 
strutting confidently while actually 
concealing her insecurities. Such moral 
purity doesn't exist. 

Direct Action as Strategy; Civil Dis- 
obedience as 
Tactic 

In any situation, 
one can usually 
argue the advan- 
tages of one tactic 
over another. But 
tactics ought to be 
situationally con- 
sidered more of- 
ten than chosen 
on the basis of an 
altruistic moral 
principle. Morals 
simply reflect 
value judgments 
which originate 
from the imagination, the intellect, or 
for some the word of God. For the non- 
believer, there is no such thing as a 
truly objective moral principle. 

Rather than arguing over tactics 
we should be seeing the inherent value 
of nearly all tactics, while debating 
strategy. From strategy comes the con- 


text from which to determine appro- 
priate tactics. If an organization or 
movement decides upon a strategy of 
direct action, deciding upon tactics 
will give substance and form to the 
strategy. 

Furthermore, to allow civil disobe- 
dience to become the only strategy 
would be a fatal error. Civil disobedi- 
ence is a tactic and is a means to an end, 
not the end in itself. Likewise, to allow 
direct action to 
be our only 
strategy would 
be a mistake. 
We are more di- 
verse and 
adaptable than 
to allow this to 
happen. 

In the sixties 
German social 
theorist Jurgen Habermas criticized the 
student movement for seeking action 
for action's sake. The same can be true 
in the case of Earth First! if civil disobe- 
dience becomes the goal (or strategy 
instead of tactic), or direct action is 
done for the sake of direct action. 
Without adequate preparation and 
analysis, such anti-intellectual postur- 
ing can be fatal to the movement. 
Strategically, civil disobedience can lead 
to excessive arrests, court fines, jail 
time, and subpoenas, eventually de- 
stroying a campaign or movement and 
depleting an individual's energies and 
finances. Civil disobedience must be 
selectively chosen, not pursued as the 
goal in and of itself. 

As Mike Roselle, quoted by Shanks, 
says, it is "really the symbolism, not 
the number of hours that we actually 
shut down a particular bulldozer, that 
actually carried the message and had 
the power." But that doesn't leave 
symbolism off the hook. Actions with 
symbolic value have a shelf-life; done 
too often they're used up. Civil disobe- 
dience is carried by the winds of sym- 
bolism, buttowhatextentdowechoose 
to rely on symbolism to convey our 
message? Tactical decisions need to be 
made according to the context of the 
campaign. Eventually the public's in- 
terest will wane with too many sym- 
bolic actions. 

Radical Structural Change and Deep 
Ecology 

As acknowledged in Shanks' article, 
the nuclear threat of mass destruction 
of all life forms is only the tip of the 
iceberg. In a sense, we (and I don't just 
mean humans) would all be equally 
affected by nuclear (and ecological 
destruction, and we (and I do just mean 
humans) are also, to some degree, all 
participants in this destruction. The 
way out is inevitably a mass social 
movement, including radical ecolo- 
gists. It is the system of domination 
that is the problem — domination of 
people over people as well as people 
over nature. It is this system of domi- 
nation that needs to be radically con- 
fronted and ended. 

This relationship between the 
domination of people and the domina- 
tion of nature needs to be thought out 
clearly. Preserving big wilderness will 
not take place outside a fundamental 
restructuring of the global economy 
and radical political reform. To think 
that we can preserve biodiversity’ while 
accepting the status quo — and the 
necessity for economic growth and 
centralized political control — is ludi- 
crous. 

Admittedly, the extent of this radi- 
cal change sometimes seems immense, 
too big to comprehend in a context so 
urgent. The potential for fueling de- 
spair is great, so it is all the more 
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Tactical decisions need to be 
made according to the context of 
the campaign. Eventually the 
public's interest will wane with 
too many symbolic actions. 


Direct Action 
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imperative that we nurture motiva- 
tion, inspiration, and vision. For some 
this is spiritual, for others it is more 
ethical. Arguments over what are the 
correct sources of motivation are coun- 
terproductive at best, and at worst self- 
destructive. 

Protest and Co-optation 

Strategic logic is necessarily linear, 
based on cause and effect. Relied on 
excessively, our thinking becomes 
mechanistic. In our campaigns and in 
our actions we must make room for the 
spontaneous and the unpredictable, 
for the synchronistic and intuitive. We 
must be adaptable, flexible and creative . 

This is important when we recog- 
nize that individual protests and even 
movements themselves can actually 
strengthen the status quo rather than 
challenge and subvert it. Hence, we 
should avoid rigid patterns of protest. 
Relying on the same old action format, 
or failing to adequately measure the 
significance of an action, can lead to 
impotency. 

Herbert Marcuse, a cultural Marx- 
ist, addressed the shortcomings of pro- 
test of all kinds in advanced demo- 
cratic capitalist and highly adminis- 
tered societies. He pointed out that 
protest and movements can play into 
the hands of the system if they become 
ends in themselves, rather than seek- 
ing meaningful and progressive struc- 
tural change. Protesters and radical 
movements must understand that so- 
cial change is our ultimate purpose; we 
will not save biodiversity unless we 
change society, and no one is going to 
do this but humans. Only by assuming 
radical reform of our political and eco- 
nomic system, and fundamental cul- 
tural transformation, can we save large 
wilderness tracts that will leave evolu- 
tion intact. 

Marcuse warned that protest and 
rebellion can validate the system as 
much as challenge it. Social movements 
can merely provide evidence that the 
rights of free speech, association, and 
assembly are guaranteed. Conse- 
quently, protesting has the potential 
to simply vent the steam of discontent. 
Once the protest is over things go back 
to normal and we all feel good about 
ourselves — our conscience salved — 
and nothing, including ourselves, is 
really challenged. 

A persistent question is the conflict 
between community building and 
system destroying. In the sixties some 
argued that the Vietnam War had to be 
opposed with all one's energies. Oth- 
ers insisted that since it was the system 
thatwas the problem, a counterculture 
was needed to replace the old decaying 
mass culture. This made for good ar- 
guing; unfortunately, it became divisive 
and counterproductive, rather than 
resulting in: "Good, you do the 
counterculture thing, I support you, 
but I need to protest the war!" 

Rather than sticking to an either/ 
or dilemma when arguing over the 
validity of a particular tactic or strategy 
— e.g., deep ecologists are right, social 
justice folks are wrong — we need to 
approach these decisions by acknowl- 
edging differences; e.g., "It is not the 
approach I'd take, but I respect your 
decision to do it," or, "I'm committed 
to defending wilderness but I respect 
your decision to work on peace issues, 
or pro-choice issues, or animal rights 
issues, " etc. Instead of seeing differences 
in outlooks as opposites that need to be 
resolved, we need to see the connec- 
tions, the relationships. Certainly, even 
within ourselves we recognize that 
opposites exist, e.g. the feelings of an- 
ger and love. Opposites require one 
another, they co-exist, and we're all 
the more multi-dimensional for it. So. 


let's recognize our differences, philo- 
sophically as well as practically, in- 
stead of fighting over them. 

As a movement, we're combating 
human society's rigidity and its at- 
tempts to restrain the wild in nature. 
As individuals we're Earth Firstlers 
because we hate the tame and yearn for 
the wild! 


If Its So Bad... 
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unit in our heads capable of dispas- 
sionately evaluating facts , and secondly 
that we have sensory channels capable 
of accurately reporting facts to be pro- 
cessed. 

Both ideas are outgrowths of the 
eighteenth-century notion that the 
universe and all its constituent parts 
comprise a sort of giant machine. This 
view holds that our bodies are just very 
complex biological machines, and the 
corollary to this is that the brain is a 
thinking machine in charge of the 
whole thing. As machines, we should 
manifest the linear binary logic charac- 
teristic of computers, moving from 
logical point to logical point with great 
precision and reaching the same con- 
clusion each time we are confronted 
with the same set of inputs. A few 
minutes watching television will dem- 
onstrate that this isn't the case. Either 
the computer model is wrong or the 
computer is receiving flawed input. In 
fact both things are true. 

A lot of research has been done in 
the past decade on the functioning of 
the brain. Much has also been learned 
about the networks of nerves and sen- 
sory organs which feed information in 
the form of electrical impulses into it. 
(For anyone interested, the magazine 
Scientific American had a special issue a 
couple of years ago devoted to report- 
ing the current state of knowledgeabout 
the brain.) Although there is a lot more 
unknown than known, it is clear that 
the brain isn't a detached computer, 
sitting in an air-conditioned room ap- 



plying impeccable binary logic to care- 
fully framed problems. 

A more accurate picture is that of 
an incredibly complex web of interac- 
tions. This may have a significant 
bearing on why we aren't, collectively, 
handling the problems confronting us. 
We act as though they don't exist, and 
in a certain sense they don't exist for 
us, in much the same way that a dog 
can hear a whistle pitched to an audi- 
tory range which is outside our percep- 
tual abilities. The vibration is real: the 
dog responds to it and it can be mea- 
sured with machinery. But to use it 
doesn't exist; we are simply not 
equipped to perceive it. It is much 


tougher to evaluate and respond to 
stimuli which must be deduced rather 
than experienced — so we don't. Much 
easier to just turn on the TV and have 
another beer. 

The Scientists Will Save Us, Or Maybe 
Jesus? 

Once the denial which constitutes 
the core of the first line of defense for 
planetary destruction has been some- 
what discredited in a debate, a second 
set of ideas will often surface. These 
have to do with the near-universal 
human need to feel connected to (and 
hopefully protected by) some sort of 
transcendent force or power. 

All belief systems with any signifi- 
cant number of adherents address this 
need. The recently departed and 
unlamented communist dictatorships 
which collapsed so spectacularly did so 
not because of the brilliant strategic 
planning of Ronald Reagan, but be- 
cause the underlying myths which lent 
them legitimacy were discredited. Karl 
Marx, good atheist that he was, was 
precluded from using some version of 


public opinion of our official priestly 
class, the Christian clergy. 

But that leaves us with a terrible 
vacuum in our collective psyche; we 
want to feel protected by an Omnipo- 
tence which will somehow make ev- 
erything okay. Scientists have done a 
pretty good job acting as priests for 
Industrial Civilization. They cannot 
effectively practice their calling unless 
observation rather than dogma or 
wishful thinking is the final arbiter of 
truth. This tends to keep them consid- 
erably more honest than most priestly 
classes, groups historically prone to 
corruption. The miracles resulting from 
such dedication have poured forth for 
decades now. It is hardly surprising 
that many people have a pleasant be- 
lief that no matter how bad things get 
environmentally, the scientists will 
think of a way to fix it. 

This is an idea which is also depen- 
dent on the universe-as-big-machine 
world view cited earlier. If a machine 
starts to break down, you simply figure 
out what the problem is and fix it. This 
world view arose as the elegance of 


It is much tougher to evaluate and respond to 
stimuli which must he deduced rather than experience — so we 
don't. Much easier to just turn on the TV 
and have another beer. 


God to fortify his speculations and 
lend them the requisite moral author- 
ity. He therefore turned to invoking 
vague, irresistible forces of history 
which would inevitably sweep those of 
his own (socialist) creed to victory: 
God with a small "g." When it didn't 
work out like that, and the whole dreary 
and murderous jerry-rig collapsed, it 
did so because even the leaders could 
no longer pretend to believe. Deprived 
of the sanction of ersatz divinity, ev- 
erybody was finally allowed to admit 
that they were hungry and cold and 
things weren't getting any better. Down 
came the statues of St. Lenin. 

For most of its history our culture 
has depended on the dogma of official 
Christianity for both its legitimizing 
myths and that all-important sense of 
divine protection. The last few hun- 
dred years have seen a decline in the 
viability of both, as the rise of empiri- 
cal science and the splintering of 
Christianity has weakened the foun- 
dations of those beliefs and provided 
the raw materials for the creation of a 
new, more potent one. 

Another feature of most belief sys- 
tems is the presence of some sort of 
elite which acts as an intermediary 
between the masses and the god or 
sacred revelation guiding their aspira- 
tions and affairs. In Communism this 
position was assumed by the Party. 
Most religious traditions have shamans, 
gurus, ministers, prophets, priestesses 
or imams of some sort. It is the job of 
these folks to provide (or in some cases 
restrict) access to the Revealed Truth 
being offered, and in the case of politi- 
cally powerful groups to give the seal of 
divine authority to whatever thugs are 
in charge locally. 

The power of the priestly class is 
ultimately based on public perception. 
They are potent if seen as selfless, pure- 
hearted servants dedicated to the wel- 
fare of all, serving the god in good 
faith. An occasional miracle doesn't 
hurt any, either. Their power dimin- 
ishes as they are seen to be just another 
bunch of us, prone to all the selfishness 
and lunacy which characterizes the 
general run of humanity and with no 
special call on divine intervention. This 
is a pretty accurate description of the 


Newtonian physics displaced the 
murky and self-contradicting mystic 
dogma of the Middle Ages as the domi- 
nant framework within which reality 
was interpreted. These shifts in think- 
ing are very slow, and there is a lag time 
between the perception of a new level 
of truth by poets, scientists or other 
visionaries and its absorption into the 
popular culture. We are still struggling 
with the dogma/Newtonian shift: it is 
still possible to find intelligent people 
who will state in all sincerity that the 
universe is about six thousand years 
old. So we (Western Civilization being 
the "we" referred to) are not all living 
in a Newtonian universe yet, but most 
of us are and certainly it's the domi- 
nant subconscious myth guiding our 
thinking. 

Unfortunately, the elegance of 
Newtonian reality has lately been over- 
turned by the murky and self-contra- 
dictory mystic morass of quantum 
physics. A full explanation is impos- 
sible here, but a simplified distillation 
of some of the truths found in that field 
of knowledge would be the following: 
beyond a certain level of complexity, it 
is impossible to know the exact effect 
of an input into a system. As an ex- 
ample, consider the fine Newtonian 
example of a game of pool. It is un- 
likely to matter if the force of the initial 
impact of the cuestick on the cueball 
varies by a fraction of a foot-pound. 
Similarly, a hundredth of a degree of 
angle divergence from the ideal in the 
way the cuestick is held won't ruin the 
shot. 

If the complexity level rises though, 
things are different. Imagine a shot 
using a few hundred different balls and 
an equal number of banks. It is obvi- 
ous that you cannot possibly accu- 
rately predict the outcome of the shot, 
except in a negative sense. It is possible 
to say with virtual certainty that what- 
ever happens will not reflect the origi- 
nal intent of the shooter. Welcome to 
chaos. Chaos theory tells us that there 
is no way, even with infinite comput- 
ing power available, to predict the out- 
come. The system is too complex, and 
it cannot be done. 

As complicated as this pool table 

Continued on next pagt 
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If Its So Bad... 

Continued from previous page 

setup is, it is a paragon of simplicity 
compared to the incredible complex- 
ity of even the simplest of the natural 
systems which sustain life on Earth. 
Chaos theory tells us that we can never 
expect to be able to predict the weather 
for more than a few days ahead with 
any degree of accuracy. The dynamics 
of the atmosphere far exceed the level 
of complexity at which it would be 
even theoretically possible. It cannot 
be done. 

How then, can the scientist fix 
things? We are discussing the repair of 
systems of incomprehensible com- 
plexity whose behavior we do not even 
know how to describe. Nobody even 
knows how the planet cycles carbon 
dioxide. How then are they going to 
fix an overabundance of it, if such 
proves to be necessary? Remember, 
you don't get to make many mistakes, 
and trial and error is a lousy way to 
proceed when the stakes are so high. 
The same principle applies to every 
environmental problem beyond the 
merely local, which is tough enough. 

The touching, childlike faith in the 
omnipotence of science and scientists 
is shared by most of the people in our 
society on at least a subconscious level. 
One group conspicuously deficient in 
true believers is the scientific commu- 
nity itself. Of course, there are a few 
who buy the attractive myth of their 
own omnipotence. But most scientists 
are quite aware of the limits of available 
knowledge and techniques. Consider 
the example of medical research; it is 
one of the best staffed and funded areas 
of scientific endeavor, although nota- 
bly less so than the eternal research for 
new means of efficient killing. The 
human body is relatively small and 
easily handled. Despite all this, people 
still suffer horribly and die every day, 
and death claims all of us within a 
hundred and twenty years of birth at 
the very outside. What sort of lunacy 
is it to imagine that we are going to be 
able to artificially resuscitate, redesign 
and then maintain the gigantic, in- 
comprehensible systems which keep 
the Earth habitable if we ruin them? 


Miscellany 

The politically correct among the 
readers will note that I haven't so much 
as mentioned deep ecology, or the right 
of all beings to exist for their own sake 
regardless of humans altogether. Nor 
has there been an attempt made to 
draw the connection between patriar- 
chy, dominance-based thinking and 
the death of the Earth. There is a great 
deal more which could be said, but this 
is just intended to help answer some of 
the arguments raised in favor of con- 
tinued destruction. 

There hasn't been a discussion of 
biocentrism for two reasons. The first 
is that people who are worried about 
their jobs and kids can't relate to any- 
thing so esoteric. Very few people will 
be willing to give up anything at all in 
the way of comfort to protect the in- 
alienable rights of the spotted liverwort. 

It is far more relevant to appeal to 
the wired-in sense of concern most 
folks have for children. The brutal 
truth is that we are ruining the place 
where children are going to have to try 
and live, and even though that is an 
unpopular truth, it's one that people 
can at least care about. Most folks will 
never care about the Earth, or be for- 
tunate enough to really understand 
the sacredness of life and the incredible 
beauty and richness of the wild. But 
most of us do care about our families, 
friends, and sometimes even our 
communities. 

This leads to the second reason for 
not worrying too much about being 
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stylishly misanthropic. It is a moot 
point. There is no such thing as wilder- 
ness if the ozone layer disappears, or if 
everything is dusted with industrial 
poisons. Human life will not survive if 
all that is not immediately economi- 
cally useful, the wild and "undevel- 
oped," is destroyed. The changes in 
attitude and behavior will allow the 
continued survival of humans. If we 
drive ourselves into extinction, we will 
take most other life with us, if not all. 
If we survive, it will probably be be- 
cause we have learned ways of think- 
ing and acting that recognize the in- 
trinsic, incalculable value of that which 
we are so rapidly and thoughtlessly 
destroying. 

Editor's note: This is an extremely 
condensed version and is missing key points. 
To request a complete copy contact The 
Journal. 


Behind Bars... 

Continued from page 12 

five were charged with several 
monkeywrenching counts and con- 
spiracy charges. The monkey- wrench- 
ing charges stemmed from two inci- 
dents of vandalism to pylons at a ski 
development in a wilderness area in 
the San Francisco peaks area of Ari- 
zona, protesting desecration of Native 
American lands, the toppling of power 
poles at a controversial uranium mine 
being built on the north rim of the 
Grand Canyon by Energy Fuels Nuclear, 
and the attempted damage to trans- 
mission towers bringing power to the 



Peg Millet 


Central Arizona Water Project. The 
conspiracy charges were based on a 
government allegation that this group 
had a conspiracy cooking that would 
bring damage to three nuclear facili- 
ties: Palo Verde in Arizona, Diablo 
Canyon in California and Rocky flats 
in Colorado. As part of the plea bargain, 
all charges except relatively minor 
charges relating to one incident of 
property damage at the Fairfield Snow 
Bowl development were dropped. 

End of these stories about a few 
wild-eyed activists bringing the nuclear 
industry to its knees with a blowtorch, 
right? Wrong. 

Mark Davis and Peg Millet have 
been declared a threat to society sim- 
ply because the government accused 
them of conspiracy to sabotage nuclear 
plants. Not convicted, accused. Not 
only had the government not achieved 
a conviction on those charges, their 
allegations of conspiracy were never 
substantiated with tangible evidence 
during the two month trial. In a giant 
leap, the Parole Board is treating the 
accusations as convictions, going so 
far as to state in Davis' Notice of Action 
that his (alleged) activity "would have 
created a ... . potential for serious injury 
or death through a nuclear meltdown ." 
In effect, the authorities took this con- 
spiracy theory to its speculated disas- 
trous end and based decisions on these 
speculations. Moreover, since evidence 
for the conspiracy charges was never 
brought to light bv the prosecution. 


none of the defendants in the case ever 
got a chance to defend themselves 
against these charges. But shifting 
from the courtroom arena to the prison 
and parole system is stepping into an- 
other dimension in our criminal jus- 
tice system. When you go up before 
the Parole Board, you don't have a 
right to make a case in your defense as 
in court, but 
the hearing officers can 
call witnesses for the 
prosecution, and it mat 
ters not that charges h ave 
been dropped. The Pa 
role Board can (and does) 
use anything authorities 
have ever accused you of 
to keep you in jail. 

This same "nuclear 
meltdown" allegation 
had been used in an at 
tempt to deny all the 
defendants bail immedi 
ately after their arrests in 
1989, but had been found 
utterly baseless by a federal judge, no 
matter; here it is back again. 

A bizarrely ironic angle on this 
accusation has to do with the "evi- 
dence" the Parole Board was using to 
show how dangerous the alleged con- 
spiracy could be. They dredged up an 
NRC report detailing an incident at a 
Georgia nuke plant. It seems a worker 
backed a pick-up truck into a power 
pole by mistake, thus turning off the 
electricity to the safety system. That a 
set up for meltdown could so easily be 
achieved is something usually vehe- 
mently argued against by the industry. 

The nature and circumstance of 
the crimes they were convicted of and 
record of the two would make both 
Mark and Peg a shoo-in for parole un- 
der federal sentencing guidelines. The 
crime was relatively minor, no injury 
to humans occurred or was intended, 
and the dollar amount of the loss was 
less than the deductible on the insur- 
ance carried by the victim, a ski lift 
near Flagstaff that suffered the cutting 
of some bolts during the off-season. 
There was no personal gain involved, 
no weapons carried, and the defen- 
dants' records were clean. Under nor- 
mal circumstances, they would be eli- 
gible for release after serving one- third 
of their sentences, according to federal 
guidelines. A departure from these 
guidelines, in the absence of other ex- 
tenuating circumstances, like at- 
tempted escape from prison or violent 
behavior, can only indicate an under- 
lying political agenda. Their lawyers 
are outraged that the federal officials 
are not following their own guidelines. 

But we knew right from the begin- 
ning this was a politically charged case, 
and this latest action is consistent with 
the prosecution's hysterical and in- 
flammatory performance during the 
trial. It is also consistent with the 
behavior of the FBI during the investi- 
gation, which included their blatant 
encouragement of the use of explo- 
sives (suggestions consistently rejected 
by the activists), and encouragement 
and facilitation of illegal activity, to 
the point of gassing up and driving 
people to the transmission towers to 
carry out the CAP action, and buying 
the acetylene tank and cutting torches. 
It is not entirely consistent with parole 
decisions made in the cases of other 
prisoners: the notorious Michael 
Milkin, whose multimillion dollar 
thefts caused great harm to many in- 
dividuals and society as a whole has 
just been paroled after only serving 
two years of his ten-year sentence. 

Peg and Mark are clearly being 
treated harshly and it is equally clear 
that the reason is not the magnitude of 
their "crimes" but the message it in- 


tended to convey. 

As for the others involved in the 
Arizona Five case: Marc Baker served 
four months of a six month sentence 
in the fall of 199 1 , followed by a month 
of electronically monitored house de- 
tention and is six months through a 
five year probation term. Ilse Asplund 
served one month in prison, was under 
electronic house detention for two 
months and then put on 
five years probation. 
They were ordered to pay 
$5000 and $2000 respec- 
tively in fines and to 
perform 100 hours com- 
munity service. Dave 
Foreman, the fifth defen- 
dant, is under deferred 
sentencing probation re- 
strictions for five years. 
After five years, he again 
goes before Judge 
Broomfield in Arizona 
and could be sentenced 
for the felony conspiracy 
to commit property destruction charge 
he pled to under the plea agreement. 
The judge also has the option of reduc- 
ing his charge to a misdemeanor, and 
then sentencing him to five years of 
probation he would have already 
served. The judge's choice of options 
would ostensibly have to do with 
Foreman's conduct during his five year 
probation term. But if the justice 
system's treatment of Mark and Peg is 
any indication, the current events do 
not bode well for Foreman. 

At present, both Mark and Peg are 
facing considerably more time behind 
bars. With statutory "good time" off 
their sentences, Mark would serve an- 
other three years and Peg would serve 
one more year. Their only hopes for an 
earlier release are for the Board to re- 
consider their ruling, or an appeal of 
the decision in the courts, which could 
take a year or more to be heard. 

The internal appeal for the Parole 
Board to reconsider their decision is 
usually a rubber-stamp process with 
little hope of success. However, in this 
case, they might reconsider if they re- 
ceive a substantial number of letters, 
especially if we can generate letters of 
inquiry horn some people in political 
office and the mainstream media. If 
you have an avenue to someone in 
political office, please approach them 
with information about the case and 
see if they will at least inquire into the 
situation. Time is of the essence right 
now. Otherwise, write a letter yourself, 
expressing your outrage at the blatantly 
unfair handling of Mark's case and 
Peg's case. (Write separate letters re- 
garding each.) When referring to ei- 
ther, identify them by their prison 
numbers, Mark Davis #23106-008, Peg 
Millet #23118-008. 

Address letters to: 

National Appeals Board Analyst 
5550 Friendship Blvd., Chevy Chase, MD 
20815 * 

BUT send letters you write for bundling 
and forwarding to: 

Jim Larson, Attorney at Law, 632 
CommercialST., 3rd FL., San Francisco, 
CA 94111 

Funds are needed for appeals. Send do- 
nations to: 

Legal Defense Fund, Suite 1 04, 1 385 Iron 
Springs Rd., Prescott, AZ 86301 
And, of course, write to Mark and Peg 
themselves: • 

Mark Davis #23106-008, FPC, P.O. Box 
1000, Dorm 8, Boron, CA 93516 

Peg Millett #23118-008, FPC, 37900 
N 45th Ave., Dept. 1785, Phoenix, AZ 
85027 



Alaskan Madness 


continued from page 6 

Wolf hunting in Alaska, state- 
sponsored or for sport, must be stopped 
permanently. Itistimeto put away our 
outdated ideas about managing living 
animals for our own pleasure. The wolf 
is a highly social, cooperative animal. 
Hunting of any kind not only removes 
individual animals from the gene pool, 
but it disrupts the social structure of 
the pack — pups lose their parents and 
never learn their trade, adults lose their 
hunting companions, and older wolves 
lose the support of the pack. 

Throughout the world, the wolf 
has come to be recognized as a symbol 
of the wild that is rapidly being de- 
stroyed by human greed and thought- 
lessness. Alaska is one of the very few 
places in the world where wild wolves 
still live in a semblance of their original 
state. But their habitat and their very 
existence is constantly threatened by 
increasing development and popula- 
tion pressures even in this remote area. 
This is the time and place to make a 
stand in defense of the wild and the 
creatures that share it with us. 

Despite Alaska Governor Wally 


Hickel's recent claim that he is block- 
ing the scheduled slaughter, nothing 
has changed in the state's plans. In 
response to the growing threats of an 
international tourism boycott of Alaska, 
Hickel proposed an "Alaska Wolf Sum- 
mit" in Fairbanks, January 16-18, in- 
viting representatives from environ- 
mental groups to attend. This move is 
an obvious ploy to placate the tourism 
industry and to take the pressure off 
the Hickel administration. 

National boycotts of the Alaska 
tourism industry are already being felt 
in Juneau. Wendy Wolf, deputy di- 
rector of the state Division of Tourism, 
(who jokingly vowed to change her 
name) stated that they have been re- 
ceiving about five calls per hour pro- 
testing the wolf kill plan and advising 
her that the tourists are changing their 
plans for vacations in Alaska. 

"If we start to get lots of calls and 
letters, I'm sure there will be conver- 
sations between our office and Fish 
and Game and the governor's office," 
she said. 

When the Game Board made a 


similar wolf control decision in 1983, 
state offices were flooded with calls 
and letters. Thousands of letters from 
school children to the governor's of- 
fice were the chief reason that the state 
canceled plan for extensive wolf kills. 

It must be stressed that despite 
what appears to be positive develop- 
ments in recent weeks, the pressure 
must continue. Rumors are out that 
the hunt has been called off — this is far 
from the truth. 

There are few of us in Alaska who 
oppose this madness. Our only hope is 
to raise awareness and outrage in the 
Lower 48. Please help us! Tell every- 
one what is happening! This is it, folks. 
Alaska is the Last Great Place. This is 
where we make our stand, where we 
turn with backs to the wall to face the 
snarling bulldozers, the gushing oil 
wells, the grinning executives in three- 
piece suits, the giggling hunters, ma- 
chine guns in hand. If we can't preserve 
this one island of diversity in all of this 
great Earth, we must quietly submit 
ourselves to the gentle ministrations of 
(un)civilization. 


Let us stop this madness — in 
whatever way we can. Anyone inter- 
ested can contact me at mlewis on 
econet, FTMAL@ALASKA.BITNETor 
FTMAL@ACAD3.ALASKA.EDU on 
Internet, 907/474-6645 or at PO Box 
670647, Chugiak, Alaska 99567. 
What you can do: 

Write letters to the following addresses 
and let them know that you will not 
consider traveling to a state that murders 
wolves. Write or Fax Governor Hickel and 
voice your opposition to wolf control in 
Alaska. 

Carl Rosier, Commissioner Alaska 
Department of Fish and 
Game, 1255 West 8th Street Juneau, 
AK 99802 

Alaska Department of Commerce and 
Economic Development: 

Division of Tourism, Connel Murray, 
Director PO Box 110801 
Juneau, AK 99811-0801 
Governor Wally Hickel PO Box 
110001 Juneau, AK 99811-0001 


Enola Hill... 

continued from page 6 


doesn't require a permit for tree cut- 
ting crews to use the road. Figure that 
one— must be that old "pre-commer- 
cial thinning" again... 

Although in 1990 a federal judge 
ruled that the FS had to notify the 
litigants and all concerned Indian tribes 
of any pending action on Enola, no 
notice was given of the road permit. 
Hearing that cutting had already begun 
on sacred land, and with no other 
recourse to stop the destruction, we 
started organizing. The phone tree was 
dusted off and the network was re- 
energized! Stumptown, Cheetwood, 
Reed, Bremmerton, Stumpfrog and 
Seattle Earth Firstlers responded. Our 
unifying goal was to defend the sacred 
site, to work in conjunction with Na- 
tive Americans, to work humbly yet 
firmly, sober yet inspired, and to put 
our bodies on the line. 

Actions: 

On Wednesday, November 11, we 
learned about the 6 acre cut. Meetings 
ensued as phone call inquiries and 
outrage to the FS and Reps Wyden and 
Kopetski's office began in earnest. The 
FS assured us they wouldn't tear down 
a Native American sweatlodge near 
the site. 

That weekend, Cheetwoot and Reed 
EF!ers showed up on the mountain. 
Sunday, 50 folks, half Native Americans, 
gathered at the Zig Zag Ranger District 
to express their outrage at the pre- 
emptive strike against religious freedom 
on Enola Hill. We gathered en masse 
along the highway, banners strung 
along the road and up their tree. The 
ski- slope- bound motorists saw us as a 
colorful blur. 

What set this event apart was the 
Native drum circle. The primordial beat 
of the Earth Mother on the shoulder of 
the highway. Something other-worldly 
here. We all knew this was the begin- 
ning of a powerful transformation 
within ourselves, our commitment to 
defending the autonomy of sacred sites, 
and the sweet expansion of our activist 
community. 

However, bamboozled by lawyers 
and FS reps, we let our guard down and 
the sweat near Enola Hill was demol- 


ished on Tuesday the 17th. 

Days of Individual Outrage ensued 
the rest of the week. Folks went into 
offices of USFS Region 6 and politicians' 
offices alone or in pairs to gain access 
to official ears. On Wednesday the 
25th, twenty-five bodies started a vigil 
on the hill, did a non-violent prep, 
then paid a visit to the Zig Zag Ranger 
Station. 

Friday morning a prayer circle to 
welcome the dawn, led by AIM Activist 
Calvin Hecocta, began on the moun- 


tense roadblocks made from windfall 
flora and rocks began to take shape. 
One of the pixies came down just in 
time to single-handedly confront and 
turn away a scouting truckload of log- 
gers, who then retreated. 

Native supporters, including two 
Warm Springs elders, began showing 
up, as well as more Euro-american di- 
rect activists. Veteran of the FBI's war 
on the American Indian Movement 
Dino Butler arrived and hung an AIM 
banner at basecamp. Loggers at the 



tain. The ceremony was interrupted by 
a truck from Schoppert Logging Co., 
coming to continue the cut. A brave 
Stumptowner put his body down and 
others followed suit. Loggers retreated. 
A standoff ensued and sheriff's rein- 
forcements were called in. Earth Firstlers 
sat in the road with linked arms, and 
were arrested. The cut was halted for 
the day. The 6 arrestees were out on PR 
by 11pm. A basecamp set up on Sat- 
urday the 28th, and we noted a higher 
turnout of media (all very positive) and 
Native Peoples. No confrontations. 
Evening news anchors predicted a 
major showdown on Monday. On 
Sunday some folks came up because 
they had seen us on the news. Mean- 
while, Native American activists built a 
second sweatlodge on the same site, 
under observation by a FS officer. More 
bodies arrived for the Monday action. 
A storm front rolled in, and our own 
storm was brewing. 

In the wee hours of Monday 
morning, in the driving rain, the forest 
pixies were at work building barricades 
on the uphill route to the cut. A 
scattering of progressively more in- 


gate waited like vultures. 

When we were all inside the pe- 
rimeter, about 7 am, word came down 
that the law was closing in. Our man in 
the van watching the gate had a rear- 
view full of police, and attempted to 
hold them off by driving towards 
basecamp very slowly. He was promptly 
dragged out of his van, slammed against 
the side and busted. Meanwhile the 80 
of us were up the road a spell, cars all 
parked to the side except for three in 
the middle of the road. 

It became clear that these vehicles 
would be the first stall. When the 
towtrucks came for the 1st pick-up 
truck, we decided to scuttle it by taking 
off the wheels. The police tried to 
replace the wheel as the tow truck 
jockeyed into position, but an officer 
set the lug nuts on the hood long 
enough for the driver to scoop them 
up and hurl them into the woods. A 
cop actually went after them as we 
yelled "Think of them as little donuts! " 

To compound Alpine Towing's 
problems, a Stumptown Womyn 
Warrior Krypto'd her neck to the door 
handle. This spectacle held them off 


for some time, but alas, the door handle 
was snipped and she was lead off in 
cuffs, leaving a VW Van to get pulled 
away next. A brave Cheetwoot Womyn 
locked her neck to that vehicle's Axle, 
and laid out in the muddy, freezing 
road going hypothermic. Authorities 
were first shaken at this spectacle, then 
got serious about removing her. After 
45 minutes she opted to unlock, rather 
than have the car's undercarriage cut 
up. 

The last vehicle out of the way, the 
cops came to a human blockade. Earth 
Firstlers with a long Ecocide= Genocide 
banner backed up the Elders who were 
standing firm in the face of the police 
and the media. A Peace Pipe was offered, 
and the police were embarrassed. 

Nevertheless, they issued their ul- 
timatum and pushed on up the road, in 
slow pursuit of a slow walking human 
roadblock. Police tempers rose each 
time they had to dismantle a larger 
roadblock on the route up the hill. 
Folks were arrested at random, trying 
to get up to the human barricade to do 
support. 

The final blockade was a wonder 
piece. An iron bar secured in the road, 
reinforced with spiked logs, was laced 
with Krvptos locked to the necks of 4 
activists, 2 of whom where locked to-, 
each other, neck to neck. This held the 2 
loggers off for about an hour, as all \ 
manner of heavy duty extraction j 
techniques were employed. Other ac- 
tivists kept on up the road, leaving a 
frenzied trail of barricades before 
ditching through the forest. 

The bastards finally did get in, and 
19 of us went out in a paddy wagon. 
We held them off from 5am to 2pm, 
kicked ass and were kicked likewise in 
this heaw battle. Thanks to our sup- 
port and media people, and especially 
KBOO radio's live remote transmissions, 
the struggle reached thousands. Un- 
fortunately, many of our cars were 
towed during and after the action, and 
2 acres were cut that late afternoon. 

Actions continued that week. 
Thirty people did a sit-in at Ron 
Wvden's office in downtown Portland. 
Outside Sen Hatfield's Salmon Hear- 
ings, a mob of activists cornered Re- 
gional Forester John Lowe and forced 
him to answer up to crimes on Enola 
Hill. It was like a Rugby scrum with 
him and his bodyguard. After court 
hearings on the issue, a Temporary 
Restraining Order was denied. 

Ron Wyden has sent a letter to 

continued on nex t page 
Page 1 7 Earth First ! Yule 1 992 




Federal Judge Lynches FBI Lawyers 

By Bob Stern 


Friday, November 13th just wasn't 
the FBI's day. US District Court Judge 
Eugene Lynch told government law- 
yers that he still doesn't see any sub- 
stance to their argument that the FBI 
and its agents can't be sued for per- 
forming their official duties. He had 
already told them once before that he 
was going to allow Judi Bari and Darryl 
Cherney to go ahead with their law- 
suit. When the FBI lawyers offered 
nothing new in his motion for recon- 
sideration on the thirteenth, Lynch 
affirmed his earlier decision. He did 
agree to put off the next phase of the 
trial for 60 days so the Fed's can appeal 
to a higher court. He also agreed to 
dismiss the Earth First! request for an 
injunction against the Feds. But that's 
only because Earth First! attorney 
Dennis Cunningham hasn't yet gotten 
around to proving the specifics of what 
the FBI has done to Judi and Darryl 
(and other activists). 

It was a step forward for the mas- 


sive lawsuit known as Bari v. Held 
(Richard Held is the Special Agent-in- 
Charge of what's supposed to be an 
investigation of the 1990 bombing 
which nearly killed Judi and Darryl). 
Assuming a higher court doesn't over- 
rule Lynch's decision, the case will 
move on to the phase known as "dis- 
covery." That's where Earth First! law- 
yers and activists get to look at all the 
paperwork the FBI has on the investi- 
gation. Or, as Judi puts it, "all the 
documen ts they haven 't gotten around 
to shredding yet." Darryl and Judi are 
actually suing both the FBI and the 
Oakland Police Department for their 
handling of the bombing. OPD is not 
appealing the judge's decision the way 
the Feds have done, but rather seem 
prepared to move forward with the 
case. 

The lawsuit asks for damages for 
false arrest, illegal search and seizure, 
presumption of guilt and failure to 
conduct a legitimate investigation of 


just who did plant the bomb in Judi's 
car. It also charges a conspiracy to 
discredit Judi and Darryl to interfere 
with their First Amendment rights to 
speak out and organize politically. The 
government campaign is reminiscent 
of the COINTELPRO operation the feds 
ran against the Black Panthers, Puerto 
Rican Indepen dentistas, AIM and other 
radical groups in the Sixities and into 
the Seventies. And SURPRISE, the man 
in charge of COINTELPRO was Richard 
Held, who's now heading the Earth 
First! "investigation." 

Judi and Darryl are not happy about 
the way the FBI and OPD have tried to 
paint them as wild-eyed terrorists — 
each has a long history of non-violent 
activism. And though they believe 
their own investigation is closer to 
finding the bomber than the FBI will 
ever be (unless the Bureau is involved 
or knows more than it's revealed — No! 
Not the FBI!), they do want it brought 
into the light that little or nothing has 


Rad Wednesday Sweeps the Nation 

By Karen Pickett and Darryl Cherney 


The first media call early Monday 
morning came as a bit of a surprise. We 
hadn't yet sent out any press releases. 
In fact, the press release wasn't even 
written yet. Turned out the reporter 
had gotten the word that Earth First! 
was planning a demo at DuPont's 
Antioch, California factory from the 
plant manager. The next call was from 
the county sheriff, wanting to know 
what we had in mind, anyway. It 
quickly became clear that the action 
was already happening, a good 48 hours 
before our October 28 Rad Wednesday 
descent on the toxic, freon-producing, 
ozone-destroying DuPont plant. But 
we were not alone. 

Across the country DuPont was 
holding preemptive press conferences 
and calling in hordes of police officers 
to stave off the onslaught from over 20 
groups who joined together in the 
second nationwide Radiation Suit 
Wednesday this year. Earth First!, 
Greenpeace and tcountless other en- 
vironmental groups coalesced in what 
appears to be a unifying issue: the 
urgent need to stop the production of 
all ozone-destroying chemicals now. 

On a gray Wednesday morning in 
Deepwater, New Jersey, "Rad Wednes- 
day" organizers walked out their front 
doors to find police cars parked out 
front waiting to follow them to the 
action. Undeterred, two dozen activ- 


Massacre in Oregon 

continued from page 17 

Judith Levin (Mt. Hood Acting Super- 
visor), suggesting that the FS withdraw 
the road use permit, which would make 
it impossible for Schoppert .Logging to 
use the road to haul off cut timber from 
the Hill. On December 3rd, the 
president's Advisory Council on His- 
toric Preservation sent a letter to Judith 
Levin stating that "The FS acted inap- 
propriately in following the procedures 
in the MOA(Memoranda of 
Agreement's in Lieu of Councils 
Regulation (36 CFR 800). In the 
Council's view the Agency's finding of 
No Effect (in issuing the commercial 
road permit to Schoppert Logging Inc. 
) was made without appropriate com- 
pliance with the regulations imple- 
menting Sections 106 (Nat'l Historic 
Preservation Act). In other words The 
FS is guilty as charged! 


ists marched around the DuPont plant 
while antsy police thought mean, ugly 



Corpus Christi corpses at a die-in outside Dupont 


thoughts. 

In Louisville, Kentucky a handfull 
of activists handed out leaflets to DuPont 
workers during the shift change, while 
four television cameras recorded the 
event. In Clinton, Iowa activists em- 
ployed the same strategy' and were 
joined by a dozen students and a teacher 
from the nearby Scattergoods Quaker 
school. 

In Corpus Christi, T exas Greenpeace 
canvassers combed the neighborhood 
following the heavy media coverage of 
the "die-in" in front of the DuPont CFC 


On the personal legal front a few 
arrestees were bailed out, but those 
who stayed in later were released 
without bail. Even those with the 
greatest charges (the lockdowns) 
were released the next day with 
charges dropped, though new 
charges could be filed for a year. Jail 
solidarity pays off. 

For you armchair activists, get 
on the phone to you elected reps, 
and especially Hatfield and Nouye. 
Demand protection of Enola Hill 
and other cultural resource areas. 
Demand that Congress pass the pro- 
posed amendments to Inouye's 
American Indian Religious Freedom 
Act to protect areas like Enola Hill, 
Mt. Graham and Mt. Shasta (to name 
but a few). Demand an inquiry into 
FS lies. 

This issue ain't over yet. Send 
your $ , your bodies and your ideas to 
Stumptown Earth First! 


plant and got great responses from the 
local residences. They were joined by 
the legendary 
Austin Earth 
First! and 

the — lo and 
behold! Dare I 
say it? — Cor- 
pus Christi 
Earth First! 
(where they 
have to 
d o u b 1 e - b a g 
their Earth 
First! Journals). 
Other DuPont 
plants were 
targeted in 
Chattanooga 
and Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

Operation Ozone Shield, Earth 
First!, and the University of Oregon 
Survival Center in Eugene decorated 
"Rad" suits and held a fashion show at 
the student union. More student ac- 
tions were staged at University of Ala- 
bama at Tuscaloosa; University of 
Puget Sound in Tacoma and Evergreen 
College at Olympia, Washington; 
University of New Hampshire at 
Durham; Texas A&M at College Sta- 
tion; University of Kentucky at Lex- 
ington; and even the Mark Keppel 
High School in Aiahambra, California 
and let's not forget to mention Al- 
bany, New York; Vancouver, BC; Salt 
Lake City, and Tucson. 

There were powerful lessons to be 
learned from the Rad Wednesday day 
of action. First, it took little convinc- 
ing to get large numbers of groups to 
take on actions. Perhaps this will 
serve as a catalyst for more groups to 
get involved in direct action campaigns 
for the ozone layer. 

Secondly, wherever there is a 
DuPont plant, there is often an al- 
ready existing grassroots anti-toxic 
group you can ally with. For example, 
in Louisville, KY we learned that a 
minister keeps vigil every Tuesday 
outside the plant that killed his father. 
In Montague, MI, where grassroots 
activists were hoping that someone 
would organize a national day against 
DuPont and were extremely disap- 
pointed when they learned of our 
event only two days before it was to 
occur. 

Many of the people in grassroots 
groups fighting DuPont are non-white 


been done by the authorities to solve 
the crime. The FBI continues to charge 
that Darryl and Judi built the bomb 
themselves and has never looked for 
other suspects. Assuming the case is 
allowed to go forward by the Appeals 
Court, it could take years to resolve. 
Hopefully, the extent to which the FBI 
is breaking the law, failing to do its job 
and harassing activists will come out 
and something can be done to keep it 
from interfering with other voices of 
political dissent. Kudos to attorneys 
Dennis Cunningham and Bill Simpich 
for their long hours helping Darryl and 
Judi press their case against the govern - 
ment. 

For more information and/or to 
offer donations, contact: 

Judi Bari Legal Trust 
c/o Mendocino Environmental 
Center, 106 W. Standley 
Ukiah, CA 95482 


and just plain working class people. 
DuPont likes to build their plants in 
poor neighborhoods where they can 
draw on a supply of compliant worker 
drones who they h ope won 't complain . 
But some of them do. 

The third lesson is that the media 
coverage we received nationwide was 
astonishingly good, especially consid- 
ering that many of the actions were 
relatively small. 

Ozone destruction has been an 
undercovered story and even dim-wit- 
ted reporters know that there is no Six 
O'clock News on a dead planet. 

The deadly hole in the ozone grows 
by the day and the catastrophic effects 
grow along with it. DuPont has been 
announcing for years that they plan to 
halt their production of ozone-eating 
CFC's, moving deadlines up as they 
approach Their corporate foot-drag- 
ging is too dangerous to ignore, as 
reports of blind sheep and fish in Tierra 
del Fuego, Chile; epidemic skin cancer 
in Australia and massive phytoplank- 
ton (which produces 70% of our oxy- 
gen) die-off abound. These biologicai 
tragedies in the southern hemisphere 
are the image of our future, as the' 
ozone hole grows to a size that is nov 
three times the size of the US and 22 
miles deep. 

DuPont is not the only corpora- 
tion destroying the ozone, and CFCs 
are not the only chemical culprit. 
Carbon tetrachloride, methyl bromide, 
and methyl chloroform are manufac- 
tured by Dow, Allied Signal, Vulcan 
Chemicals and a dozen others. Thc- 
good news is there are so many villains 
you won't have to travel so far to par- 
ticipate in the next Rad Wednesday 
which will probably take place in April. 

We chose to focus on DuPont be- 
cause they are a corporate leader, a 200 
year old company with good name 
recognition. And the message delivered 
to DuPont on "Rad Wednesday" by 
radiation-suited, UV sunglass-clad 
drum-beating, howling protesters was 
clear: the future is now. 

For more info, or to send a donation 
write: Earth First!, PO Box 34, Garberville, 
Ecotopia 95542. 
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Named after the Ute word for "wolves," Sinapu (pronounced "sin-op-you") 
is the only group working through the political process for large-scale 
restoration of Colorado's native ecology. Our goal is simple: restoring wild 
wolves to our state. But restoring wild wolves means performing an abrupt 

turn-around from the direction Colorado has taken since Anglo settlement. 

. # -M 

Killing wolves was synonymous with building civilization. An 1885 
newspaper editorial about wolves exclaimed that "if nothing is done. . . the 
plains will in a few years. . . become a howling wilderness with a vengeance." 

Sinapu is working toward precisely that: bringing back the howling 
wilderness in most of Colorado's mountains, and in parts of the Great Plains. 

Formed in March, 1991 we are a small grass-roots group. But we have 
sparked a fire that is sweeping the imagination of this state. And that fire is 
turning things around: 

Throughout Colorado people are energized and activated in spreading the 
word that our ecosystems need wolves . . . Three local governments and five 
newspapers have jumped on the bandwagon with endorsements . . . For the 

first time ever, the Forest Service is studying wolf restoration without waiting for 
the direction of a. recovery plan . . . And another national precedent: Congress 
told the Fish and Wildlife Service to examine the feasibility of bringing wolves 
back to Colorado, even though FWS had excluded the state (for political 
reasons) from its wolf recovery plan. 


But the challenge of reintroducing wolves goes beyond our culture's deep- 
rooted animosity to things wild. Wolves need lots of habitat. Protecting and 
restoring that habitat means changing the way the government treats our 
public lands. And that means stepping on some powerful toes. 



Their Cows, Your Money: Why Colorado's Wolves are Gone 


STATE WOLF POLIC 


We are used to hearing about the demise, of animals due 
to habitat loss. The usual nemesis for species ranging from 
the northern spotted owl to the Uncompahgre fritillary 
butterfly is (human-caused) changes in their environ- 
ments. But the wolf and a handful of other predators are 
gone for an entirely different reason: federal and state pol- 
icy, enacted through millions of tax dollars for over a cen- 
tury, decreed that these animals should be exterminated. 

An early wolf biologist, Stanley Young, himself a pri- 
mary architect and executor of the federal extermination 
policy, identified two subspecies of the gray wolf native to 
Colorado: the Great Plains or buffalo wolf ( Canis lupus 
nubilus), and the southern Rocky Mountain wolf ( Canis 
lupus youngii - named for himself). Both are now extinct, 
though contemporary wolf biologists generally hold that 
the local differences between gray wolf species were so mi- 
nor as to not constitute proper subspecies. 

When fur trappers first invaded the West in the early to 
mid-nineteenth century, wolves were one of their many 
targets. But the extermination of the buffalo from the Great 
Plains in the 1870’s and 1880's doomed the Great Plains 
wolf. Vast cattle empires succeeded the buffalo slaughter, 
and wolves deprived of their wild prey, turned to these 
new domestic sources of food. 

In large part to deal with these "depredations," cattlemen 
formed local groups which raised money for bounties on 
dead wolves. These local associations banded together in 
1867 as the Colorado Cattlemen's Association (CCA), 
which today boasts that it is the nation's oldest state cat- 
tlemen's group. Representing the dominant land use in 
Colorado, and organized on a grassroots basis, it quickly be- 



Last moments of life. . . 


With the exception of en- 
dangered species, under 
federal jurisdiction, individ- 
ual states formulate the 
wildlife policies of our 
country. The theory goes 
that since rocks and trees 
and the like are liable to 
stay put, they are the do- 
main of landowners, be they 
federal, state or private. 

But critters are known to 
travel, disregarding prop- 
erty lines. Thus, each state 
regulates private individuals 
in their actions concerning 
wildlife (licenses to kill or to 
keep animals captive, for 
instance). Federal land man- 
agement agencies likewise 
usually avoid actions that 
pre-empt state authority 
over wildlife. 

The tradition of state au- 
thority over wildlife is -.o 
entrenched that even when 


"Each one of these wolves is noted for its shyness 
and its uncanny knowledge of avoiding any method 
toward capture. Complete eradication of wolves in 
Colorado is going to take time." 

--United States Biological Survey, 1923- 

cam.: immensely powerful. In 1869, two years after CCA’s 
genesis, Colorado’s territorial legislature appropriated $247 
for bounties on wolves. In subsequent years the legislature 
pumped more money into bounties, and the price on a 
wolf scalp gradually increased from fifty cents in 1876 (the 
year of statehood) to two dollars in 1893. In 1897, the legis- 
lature also provided for counties to assess taxes for addi- 
tional bounty payments. 

In response to these incentives, professional "wolfers" 
laced millions of buffalo and other wild carcasses with 
strychnine. The carnage, of course, touched almost every 
animal on the plains, but it is instructive to note wolf mor- 
tality figures. In the Great Plains county of Las Animas, 
alone, for instance, eight wolves were "bountied" between 
December 1878 and December 1880. More may have died 
unnoticed from poison. Nobody knows when die last wolf 
died on the Great Plains, but by the turn of the century the 
only viable wolf populations remaining in Colorado sur- 
vived in the mountains. 




1929 1931 


In 1891, largely to protect denuded land from overgraz- 
ing, Congress authorized the president to create "forest re- 
serves" (later called "national forests"). In the subsequent 
decade, tens of thousands of Western settlers, speculators 
and entrepreneurs protested the new federal land. In this 
political climate. Congress retreated from the protective in- 
tent of the reserves, and allowed sheep grazing to resume 
on them. 

But the Forest Service remained under pressure, particu- 
larly from ranchers. Stanley Young, who directed 
Colorado's extermination program and later became na- 
tional chief of predator control, said, "strong sentiment 
continued to develop to the effect that the National 
Government should take more of an active part in wolf 
control because of the vast acreages of wolf-infested na- 
tional forest." The Forest Service, succumbing to such 
"strong sentiment," sought to prove that its stewardship 
was superior to the state and private owners it had suc- 
ceeded. Since the state bounty had failed to exterminate 
wolves, the Forest Service saw an opportunity to abate 
some of the criticism directed its way. In 1905, the agency 
first hired its own trappers to kill the wolves which had 
survived these previous jurisdictions. 

At the same time, it turned to an obscure Interior 
Department scientific agency for technical advice on locat- 
ing wolves. Established in 1884 as a research service, and 
then called the "Office of Economic Ornithology and 
Mammalogy," in the first decade of the twentieth century 
the U.S. Biological Survey was called upon to apply its sci- 
entific expertise toward solving public policy problems. 
The presence of wolves was considered one such problem. 


1933 193? 1937 1939 1941 1943 i'945 


YEAR 

After thirty-six years of bounty payments on dead wolves, the species was still relatively abundant. So from 1905 to 
1945 the federal government systematically killed wolves , with some assistance from state hunters. 

Death count not available from 1905-1908. Hollow column indicates puppies destroyed in utero. 
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the federal government has 
undeniable legal jurisdiction 
on a wildlife issue, a state's 
position traditionally pre- 
vails. 

The state legislature, as 
recently as 1989, reaffirmed 
Colorado's policy of killing 
wolves (though the last wolf 
here was killed in 1945), 
and has retained the bounty 
on wolf scalps. Most signifi- 
cantly, the Colorado Wildlife 
Commission (CWC), since 
1982 has vehemently op- 
posed wolf reintroduction. 

In opposing reintroduc- 
tion, the Wildlife Commis- 
sion cited concern for "hunt- 
able species of wildlife, the 
livestock industry and the 
human welfare." The Com- 
mission added that 
'biological control of big 
game herds through preda- 
tion is not feasible." 


Finally, so as to leave no 
margin for doubt, the Com- 
mission resolved to oppose 
"every person or entity 
which may now or in the 
future suggest or plan" wolf 
(or grizzly) reintroduction. 

This last statement clearly 
infringed on the rights of 
free speech guaranteed in 
the U.S. Constitution. Inl989, 
one of Sinapu's co-founders 
(before creating the group) 
pointed out to the 
Commission that their offi- 
cial position violates federal 
and state law and the Con- 
stitution. As a result, the 
Commission revised the 
wording of its resolution. 
The current resolution ex- 
presses the same sentiment, 
with an attempt to narrowly 
abide by the law. 

Behind all the legal mach- 
inations lies a very simple 


fact: State of Colorado offi- 
cials believe they are living 
in the 1890's. Why else 
would the state legislature 
support killing a non-extant 
species, defying laws passed 
in the twentieth century? 
Why would the Wildlife 
Commission state that 
"Colorado's livestock is of 
considerable importance," 
even though in 1992 the 
total of all agricultural pro- 
duction in Colorado, includ- 
ing livestock production, 
ranked tenth in economic 
returns to the state? 

Sinapu is working to con- 
vince state officials that they 
live in the 1990's. With the 
help of volunteer attorneys 
citing actual laws passed in 
the twentieth century, and 
with Sinapu members writ- 
ing the governor about fu- 
ture Wildlife Commission 
appointments, Colorado's 
wildlife policy may be wak- 
ing up from a long sleep. 




In these early years the U.S. Biological Survey, later to be 
called the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, was closely 
aligned with the nation's scientific community. But like 
the Forest Service's enemies, critics of the Biological 
Survey wanted to see practical benefits from a federal 
agency. Assisting the war against predators provided the 
Biological Survey a perfect justification for its continuance. 

The Biological Survey did such a stellar job that in 1914 
Congress gave it $125,000 to hire 300 agents throughout the 
West to kill wolves and other predators. The next year the 
Survey got $200,000 for the extermination campaign, and 
the year after that, $250,000. 

From the beginning, there was no equivocation about 
the government's goal. A 1923 internal memo of the 
Biological Survey reported: 

Continued work toward complete eradication of known 
wolf packs... has been the policy... From evidence 
gained of known wolves in Colorado, the number at 
present on the ranges approximate [sic] fifty. With the 
exception of this year's increase, each one of these 
wolves is noted for its shyness and its uncanny knowl- 
edge of avoiding any method toward capture. Complete 
eradication of wolves in Colorado is going to take time, 
and it is felt this can only be accomplished by concen- 
trating on known ranges and staying with the job until 
each area is cleaned of wolf packs. 

"Staying with the job" was a messy business. Wolves 
were killed with poison, leghold traps, and by digging pup- 
pies out of dens, then smashing them with a shovel. 

But with a dedicated bureaucracy in full swing, the job 
progressed rapidly through the 1920's (see chart). In 1930, 
under pressure from the scientists who had formed the 
original leadership of the Survey, the agency officially in- 
toned that its "underlying policy with regard to injurious 
species of wild animals has been and will continue to be 
one of control rather than complete eradication. The 
Bureau is not embarked upon a general extermination 
program." At that time there were less than ten wolves left 
in the entire state. Finally in 1945, with no fanfare, a state 
hunter killed Colorado's last wild wolf in what is now the 
South San Juan Wilderness. 

Livestock producers never had the wherewithal to ex- 
terminate wolves on their own. It is a testament to wolves' 
amazing adaptability that it took the government seventy- 
six years to do the job. 


Colorado Wildlife Commission: 
" Biological control of big game 
herds through predation is not 
feasible. " 
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BRINGING TRUE MULTIPLE-USE TO THE PUBLIC LANDS: 
WHY EXCLUDE WILD WOLVES? 


Most of our public lands are supposed to be administered for multiple uses. As detailed in the Federal Land Policy 
and Management Act (FLPMA) and the Multiple-Use Sustained Yield Act (MUSYA), land management agencies 
should incorporate different disciplines into a coherent strategy for meeting the needs and desires of the public. 

Unfortunately, true multiple-use never really gained a foothold in the actual management of our public lands. 
Since settlement of Colorado and the rest of the West, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and Forest Service 
have specialized in single-use industrial zoning, catering almost exclusively to profiteering interests. 

Sinapu is fighting to establish a vital national precedent in instituting multiple-use on Colorado's national forests 
and BLM districts. Under the aegis of MUSYA, combined with the procedural requirements for public involvement 
embodied in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), we have requested that restoring wolves be a primary 
goal in at least two of the alternatives presented for public comment in each national forest's new ten-year planning 
document. 

"Sinapu is Colorado's finest Wise Use group. After all, what could be wiser 
than to re-establish a native predator on public lands?" 

The Forest Service has preferred, however, to conduct business as usual, and at first refused to even evaluate wolf 
reintroduction. After a quarter of the letters received by the Arapaho-Roosevelt National Forest during their public 
concerns' scoping process requested an evaluation of wolf reintroduction, agency officials said there was not suffi- 
cient public interest in the matter to justify spending time on it. Later, they claimed the Endangered Species Act pre- 
vented the agency taking the initiative in reintroducing an endangered species. 

When officials could not cite the ESA provisions in question, they switched tactics, claiming to have already stud- 
ied the feasibility of wolf reintroduction, and found there wasn't enough habitat on the forest. But when we asked to 
see the documents involved in their research, they couldn't come up with even a page. The "study" didn't exist. 

Finally, the agency agreed to do a real evaluation, but promptly declared that "other established uses such as log- 
ging, grazing and mining" do not look promising for providing "the right kind of habitat for a wolf reintroduction." 
This statement indicates the Arapaho-Roosevelt's staff regards wolf restoration and complete ecosystems as sec- 
ondary uses of the public lands, behind commodity production. 

But providing homes for wolves is at least as legitimate a use of national forest lands as any of these "established 
uses." Sinapu, Colorado's finest Wise Use group (what could be wiser than re-establishing a native predator?), insists 
the Forest Service implement its multiple-use mandate. The first step is to include wolf restoration as a goal in at 
least two of the several alternatives the agency will present for public comment in its draft environmental impact 
statement (DEIS). 

Those two alternatives, by highlighting wolf reintroduction, can describe what steps would make it successful. 
Perhaps roads in deer and elk winter range will have to be closed and re-vegetated to provide good wolf habitat. 
Pprhapc erazinv lease* should carry strict requirements on livestock carcass disposal, to prevent wolves from scav- 
enging on cows or sheep and developing a taste for livestock. Perhaps in some areas, wolves and livestock will not 
be compatible, and successful wolf restoration will require closing grazing allotments. 

Whatever the specifics, Sinapu insists the Forest Service fairly evaluate the steps necessary to bring wolves back. 
The agency’s reluctance to say "no" to commodity interests does not mean wolf reintroduction is impossible, and an 
honest evaluation will separate political from scientific issues. 

While the Arapaho-Roosevelt is most advanced in writing its new Forest Plan, Sinapu has started the same pro- 
cess with the Routt and the Rio Grande National Forests (the latter where Colorado's last wild wolf was shot). Please 
write a short letter to the regional forester, in charge of all Colorado's national forests, asking that each forest include 
alternatives objectively evaluating wolf restoration in the writing of its management plan. The evaluation should 
look at whatever steps, including habitat restoration, are needed to bring wolves back: 

Regional Forester Elizabeth Estill, USDA Forest Service, 11177 W. 8th Ave., Lakewood, CO 80225 


(send with check or money order to Sinapu, POB 3243, Boulder CO 80307). 
Members recieve a quarterly newsletter, entitled Colorado Wolf Tracks. 


NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

TELEPHONE: - (a.m.) (p.m.) 

$15 (low income/student/senior citizen); $25; $35 (regular); $50; 

$75; $100; $500; other (please specify: ). 

I'd also like to . . . 

do educational outreach in my community help with fundraising 

help mail out the newsletter attend public hearings 

_ host a letter writing party be part of a phone tree 



Innu People Under Seige 


WAPITI FACED 


Quebec Provincial Police forces are 
amassed on the borders of the 
Maliotenam Reserve of the Innu People 
on the Quebec-Labrador Peninsula. The 
Quebec government has stated pub- 
licly that it intends to eliminate the 
traditional leadership of the Innu and 
has placed an injunction upon them 
forbidding any movement off the re- 
serve or even conversations about the 
situation that is daily heating up. At 
issue is the traditional Innu's refusal to 
accept an $800 million Hydro-Quebec 
offer to relinquish title to their ances- 
tral lands. 

The Innu are the original inhabit- 
ants of the land they call Nitassinan. 
This area is 1,040,000 square miles of 
rivers and subarctic forests. The mega- 
utility Hydro-Quebec wants to build a 
series of dams on the land, similar to 
their infamous James Bay projects to 
the west. However, their $800 million 
offer was turned down by traditional 
leaders, and two public referendums 
held on the issue resulted in 80% of the 
Native People rejecting the offer. Un- 
willing to take no for an answer, Hy- 
dro-Quebec has apparently gotten the 
Quebec government to do its bidding 
under the auspices of the Department 
of Indian Affairs (DIA). The DIA over- 
sees administration of the Native re- 
serves and resources and, as such, has 
given the Innu until December 1 5th to 
accept Hydro-Quebec's offer. In 
preparation for that deadline the Que- 
bec Provincial Police (SQ) have amassed 
their troops on the Nitassinan border. 
They have said they will enter the re- 
serve by December 7th, ostensibly to 


enforce their demands and "bring peace 
to the rese ru »- tt 


f) 


Tom Dostou, a spokesperson 
from The Coalition for Nitassinan, the 
Innu Traditional Movement, has stated /ership with threats of force and vio- 
| that the Innu will "bfi-passize for as i lence. 


earth and all nations", but says that 
they reject "the attempt by the Quebec 
Provincial Government to intimidate 
the Traditional People and their lead- 


as they can.'f Last summer - 
loft took place between the SQ 
and people of the Innu Nation after 
native people set up a non-violent 
barricade in response to the DIA's re- 
fusal to allow a referendum on the 
Hydro-Quebec issue. Eventually that 
referendum was allowed, and the offer 
was voted down, but the DIA has sub- 


On December 10th a Peace March 
will be headed toward Montreal from 
New York State calling for an end to the 
siege on Nitassinan. The international 
peace groupP.B.I. has been approached 
about sending a delegation into Innu 
territory as witness to events unfolding 
there. Dostou, speaking for the Innu 
Elders, welcomes people to come an£ 


sequently ruled that the referendum ■ stand with them, "We are asking all 
was illegal. I people who love the Mother Earth to. 

Another Innu occupation took II join us in defending her and the Native 
place in October at Lake Robinson, one ^People this land." 
of the proposed dam sites. One hun- Please send messages of protest and 

dred fifty Provisional Police with a concern to the following: 
military back-up surrounded the oc- 
cupiers, mostly women and children. 

That occupation ended peacefully, but 
in recent weeks violence has broken 
out in the area. A traditional Chief's 
house was fired on by an unknown 
assailant, and Dostou himself was 
beaten by suspected Hydro-Quebec 
supporters. Dostou says goons hired 
by a DIA Chief have been intimidating 
traditionals and Hydro-Quebec oppo- 
nents. Now, with the S.Q. at the gates 
and vigilantes on the reserve, the po- 
tential for violence has just increased. 

Dostou says that the Innu "reject 
present and future hydro-electric dam 
projects as a violation of our national 
territory and of our Mother Earth." He 
adds that his "Nation is united in the 
desire for peace and harmony with the 


The Hon. Brian Mulroney, 

Prime Minister, 

House of Commons, Rm. 30-s 
Center Block 

Ottowa, Ontario K1A 0A6 
Canada 

Hydro-Quebec, Public Relations Dept. 
75 Boulevard Rene Levesquez West 
Montreal, P.Q., H2Z 1A4 
Canada Tel: 514-289-2211 



i walked for days 
to reach this mountain 
one of holiest Lakota sites 
sacred 

my ancestors 
whispered 
. over their voices 
i saw 

this holy place 
chisled 

by foreign metal 
into wapiti faces 
angular 
sharp 

faces of death, reflecting 
)even our Sister Sun 
which caressed 
their treacherous 
eyes 
still 

my ancestors speak 

from this place 

someday 

our Earth Mother 

will cleanse this place 

as if it had 

never 

been 

and then i will dynamite the 
"Crazy Horse" mountain 
our other sacred place of Being 
because 

the land wills it 
and Raven 
says it must be so. 

WILDEHARTE 


The Warner Creek Fire and the Flames of Resistance 

By Tahoma 


Last October, at the end of a 
long, hot, dry summer, an arsonist 
drove to the end of a logging road at 
the base of a roadless area and lit sev- 
eral fires. The 9000 acre Warner Creek 
Fire, located on the Willamette National 
Forest, was entirely within the bound- 
aries of a Habitat Conservation Area 
(HCA) for the northern spotted owl, in 
the designated Cornpatch Roadless 
Area. This place had experienced 
minimal prior management activities 
since its steep slopes, thin soils, and 
rugged terrain made the area unsuitable 
for profitable commercial timber ex- 
traction. Furthermore, no logging is 
legally allowed in HCAs, which were 
established as no-harvest forest reserves, 
sanctuaries for spotted owls. 

The Willamette Forest Super- 
visor, Darrel Kenops, recently an- 
nounced his much-awaited decision 
for a fire recovery plan, and much to 
everybody's surprise considering the 
special legal and ecological significance 
of this area, Darrel selected the next-to- 
highest salvage logging proposal. Al- 
ternative "F" was selected to help "re- 
cover the resources" allegedly lost by 
the fire. (Quick: how many "F" words 
can you think of to describe his plan to 
carve 40 million board feet out of 1200 
roadless acres of an HCA??!!) Of course, 
the resource he most cares to recover 
are the timber profits of his corporate 
clientele, and the timber receipts his 
bloated bureaucratic staff depends 
upon. 

Alternative "Fortune 500" is 
really no alternative at all, but is more 
of the same standard deForest disService 
cut-and-run timber strip-mining, cur- 
rently going at liquidation, fire sale 
prices. It is obvious that he doesn't 


give a hoot about owls or old-growth; 
on the contrary, like his local friends in 
the Yellow Belly Coalition who have 
been clamoring ever since the smoke 
cleared for the Right to log off the 
whole HCA, the only valuable resources 
Darrel can see in the forest are two-by- 
fours and toilet paper. 

Darrel selected his "Fatuous" 
plan against the expressed will of the 
public, and the professional opinion of 
his own hand-picked team of scientists 
working on the Warner project. This 
team of Forest Service employees came 
to an unprecedented consensus op- 
posing all of the high-volume salvage 
plans, and selected the "No Action" 
strategy as the "Environmentally Pre- 
ferred Alternative." Nevertheless, 
Darrel picked his own "Agency Pre- 
ferred Alternative" based on the 
"Flawed" and "Fearful" assumption that 
another fire within the area will result 
in a catastrophic conflagration of 
collossal proportions (the District fire 
specialist has calculated that a mere 6% 
probability exists for a large rebum in 
the next 25 years, meaning there is a 
94% probability it won't!). The only 
way to prevent such an event from 
occurring, according to Darrel's "Fan- 
tasy," is to essentially remove all of the 
burned trees before they can burn again . 
Wholesale salvage logging under this 
"Fraudulent" proposal will do abso- 
lutely nothing to prevent natural 
lightning fires from occurring, and it is 
doubtful that clearcuts choked with 
slash and brush will stop the spread of 
a future fire. In fact, the stands of old- 
growth that burned hottest in the 
Warner fire were located directly adja- 
cent to plantations that had already 
been clearcut, slash-burned, replanted, 


and were literally vaporized by the 
wildfire. 

The potential cumulative im- 
pacts of arson-fire salvage logging are 
truly "Frightening." If a complacent 
public allows the Forest Service to sal- 
vage log this HCA after an arson fire, 
then the whole conservation strategy 
to save the spotted owl and a host of 
other old-growth dependent species 
from extinction will likely go up in 
smoke next summer. Alternative 
"Firebug" will send a clear signal to 
criminal corporate timber maggots: 
light it and log it. ("The Earth is a witch 
and the men are still burning her.") Far 
from preventing future wildfires or 
speeding up recovery of the spotted 
owl, commercially logging any amount 
of scorched trees within the Warner 
HCA will likely cause more arson to 
occur in other HCA's, creating a de 
facto "scorched Earth policy" of Forest 
Service sponsored deforestation. 

By continually salvaging tim- 
ber over the years, the Agency has been 
scuttling the ecosystem. One needs 
only to look upon the Agency's MAN- 
aged forest to realize that it is not a 
forest at all, but is a sick and vulnerable 
tree farm. The claim that Alternative 
"Felonious assault" will speed up and 
protect owl habitat recovery would be 
"Farcical" if it wasn't so "Fiendish" in 
its "Fatal" effects on the forest. 

Under a "Facade" of public in- 
volvement and "Feigned" scientific 
rationale, an inherently autocratic de- 
cision by the Supervisor is about to 
subvert the best available plan to avoid 
species extinction and ecosystem de- 
struction. We needed a new fowl plan, 
and instead, the forest supervisor gave 
us yet another "Foul" plot. Alternative 


"F" is a "Faustian" plan by a petty 
"Furher" who chose to promote his 
own bureaucratic career in the "Farce 
Service" over the needs of our commu- 
nity and the land. These weak-willed 
white male bureaufascists who are 
running the world and ruining the 
earth must not be allowed to continue 
committing State-sponsored ecocide in 
our name. By any means, necessarily, 
NOT ONE BLACK STICK should be 
removed from the Warner Creek For- 
est!!! 

This "Flatulent" draft of the 
Man's plan is not a done deal — yet. It 
is awaiting your public comments on 
the Warner Fire Recovery Project Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement. It is 
absolutely vital that you submit writ- 
ten comments on the Warner Creek 
EIS before the closing date of January 
11! Send in those comments by sub- 
mitting a letter to the Supervisor. It is 
sad but true: in the Pacific Northwest 
bioregion, a "paper monkeywrench" 
does more to disrupt the bureaucratic 
juggernaut nowadays than a steel spike, 
so don't discount the power of your 
pens to stop those saws! In addition to 
those letters, go take a hike in the 
Warner Creek forest and begin imagin- 
ing what other creative acts of ecologi- 
cal resistance you and your friends can 
do. 

The only draft alternative that 
does not propose destructive alteration 
of the ecosystem is the "No Action/ 
Natural Succession" alternative. Al- 
ready, without any Agency recovery 
plan or the Supervisor's written ap- 
proval, the ecosystem has begun natu- 
rally re-covering the land. In addition 
to the fresh carpet of new fir seedlings 
and mushrooms, snags, dead limbs, 

Continued on page 30 
Page 23 Earth First! Yule 1992 



Southern California's Sage Scrub Wilderness 


By Jacob Bear 

Wilderness in L.A.? Believe it or 
not, six counties in southern Califor- 
nia are still blessed with a fragile, 
beautiful, shattered and threatened but 
still potentially vibrant ecosystem, 
known as sage scrub. This forgotten 
wilderness, habitat for many wild, 
threatened, endangered, or sensitive 
species, has largely been unknown and 
ignored by both biologists and activists. 
Recently, though, it has become the 
battleground for yet another heroic 
struggle against the vile forces of mining 
and development. 

At stake are both the coastal sage 
scrub and alluvial sage scrub. The 
coastal sage scrub is a mix of artemecia, 
buckwheat, and black and white sage. 
It once filled the inland mountains, 
canyons, and plains of southern Cali- 
fornia. Today, less than ten percent of 
it remains. 

Alluvial sage scrub is found further 
inland, on what was once a coastal 
mountain range geological aeons ago. 
Its characteristic plants grow on the 
rocky alluvia deposited by streams and 
drainages that flood heavily in a short 
rainy season and remain dry the rest of 
the year. The life forms here have 
carefully evolved and adapted to the 
harsh conditions of regular dryness 
and infrequent, severe flooding. In- 
credibly diverse, the plant community 
of this ecosystem contains the coastal 
sages, as well as many mesic species. 
The land is dotted with evergreen 
shrubs and subshrubs, and blooms in 
the spring with a groundcover of wild- 
flowers. This is complemented by a 
sprinkling of chapparal plants, and 
some of the smaller riparian woodland 


species. Less than five percent of the 
alluvial sage scrub remains. 

Alluvial and coastal sage scrub are 
the habitat for over 70 species that are 
threatened, endangered, or species of 
special concern. Of particular impor- 
tance is the California gnatcatcher, a 
candidate for federal listing as an en- 
dangered species. The only thing pre- 
venting its listing is a debate, largely 
fueled by biologists working for devel- 
opers, over whether the California 
gnatcatcher is the same as the gnat- 
catchers which thrive in Baja Califor- 
nia, or whether it is a unique (and 


therefore endangered) subspecies. In 
its original North American Bird 
Checklist, however, the American Or- 
nithologists Union declared the Cali- 
fornia gnatcatcher a distinct subspe- 
cies. 

The crown jewel of this bioregion 


is the Etiwanda wilderness in San Ber- 
nardino County. These 7,000 acres of 
alluvial sage scrub provide potential 
habitat for the California gnatcatcher 
and other important species. 
Etiwanda's unique geological makeup 
has resulted in the formation of a 15- 
acre peat bog, one of the last ones in 
California. Due to its size, the Etiwanda 
can be thought of as analogous to the 
Headwaters Forest in northern Califor- 
nia. There is no other place like it left 
on earth. 

Etiwanda is threatened by a coali- 
tion of developers, including the Uni- 
versity of California's 
land office. Looking for 
endangered birds, biolo- 
gists from UC Riverside 
did a study of the area in 
June. However, this 
study was confined to 
only 175 acres, so their 
determination that no 
endangered species exist 
in the area has little 
merit. 

Last spring, a different 
team of biologists 
sighted a pair of the en- 
dangered Bell's vireo in 
Etiwanda. Shortly after- 
wards, some unknown 
party illegally bulldozed 
the site where the vireos 
had been seen, knocking down trees 
and filling an active stream with dirt 
and debris. 

Clearly, the biggest threat to sage 
scrub is development. From his con- 
crete lair in the newly-built Ontario 
Center, Willard "Skip" Morris, presi- 


dent of the Center, brags, "When I first 
got here in 1985 there was nothing but 
tumbleweed and jackrabbits." On the 
wall of his office are plans for the 
nearly pristine Rancho Cucamonga 
canyon at the foot of Mount Baldy. His 
vision is described by the Los Angeles 
Times Magazine: "A dozen more build- 
ings. A mall twice the size of any 
around. Possibly a public library. A 
full-service 'car care' center. Acres of 
landscaped and lighted parking lots..." 

Thanks to the efforts of Earth 
Firstiers in the LA region, a successful 
resistance has begun. In early October, 
a conference designed to lure Asian 
development money to the area was 
infiltrated, and a message was deliv- 
ered to attendees. By crowding board 
meetings and public hearings, local 
activists are beginning to be heard. 
Many developed projects have already 
been delayed or stopped as a result , and 
new studies and wildlife surveys are 
taking place. 

Besides that, this ecosystem de- 
serves to be saved. It is the eleventh 
hour for sage scrub. But this is a fight 
that we can win, if enough energy and 
effort are put into it. For the sake of the 
cactus wren, the spineflower, the grey 
fox, and the cougar, if you live in 
southern California and aren't already 
involved, don't just sit there on your 
butt, do something! 

Information for this article was pro- 
vided by the Sage Scrub Task Force. 
They can be contacted at (818) 508- 
HILL, PO Box 2828, Beverly Hills, CA 
90213. Your involvement and contri- 
butions are welcome. 



We'll Be Dammed 

NAWAPA Threatens Continental Rivers 


After 30 years in the cauldron, the 
North American Water and Power Al- 
liance (NAWAPA) project is becoming 
a realistic threat to ecosystems from 
Alaska to Mexico. The NAWAPA con- 
spiracy is a plan backed by politicians, 
engineers, developers and business 
people to divert "surplus" northern 
waters to drought plagued California, 
Mexico and the United States South- 
west. Construction of the monstrous 
"hydra" includes 240 dams and reser- 
voirs, 112 water diversions, 17 aque- 
ducts and canals, and would flood 500 
miles of the Rocky Mountain Trench. 
Further, the plan would force the 
Susitna, Copper, Tanana and Upper 
Yukon Rivers backwards (possibly us- 
ing nuclear pumping stations) into 
reservoirs to be stored and sent South. 

Sound crazy? Twelve dams that 
were part of the original NAWAPA 
scheme are already in place. The recent 
disappearance of the Nechacko River 
(which was diverted to feed the Alcan 
aluminum smelter) shows that the 
Canadian government has no qualms 
about playing God with rivers to serve 
industry. Adding fuel to the govern- 
ments' ability to enslave the Northern 
river systems is the North American 
FreeTrade Agreement (NAFTA). NAFTA 
is the key to NAWAPA since water is 
included as a "commodity for trade". 
In the words of Robert Finch (chief 
lobbyist for NAWAPA and former 
Nixon Health, Education and Welfare 
secretary), "NAWAPA will be the next 
major priority after the conclusion of 
the trilateral Free Trade Agreement 
negotiations." In a Canadian Broadcast 
Corporation documentary, Finch called 
the plan 'inevitable". 


The strategy 7 thus far seems to be 
building NAWAPA piece by piece with- 
out acknowledging the entirety of the 
project. James Bay, for instances part 
ofthe original NAWAPA plan. TheL.A. 
Department of Power and Water has 
proposed a corridor of dams and res- 
ervoirs from L.A. to Idaho's Snake River 
that would be precisely situated to hook 
up with NAWAPA. The Mica Creek 
Dam in B.C. is already built, a step 
towards sealing off the proposed Rocky 
Mountain T rench reservoir. Mica Creek 
Dam could also be used as a holding 
area for the proposed North River 
Thompson diversion. Already built are 
the , Duncan, Libby, Hugh Kennedy, 
Pembia, Big Horn, Gardiner, Hungry 
Horse, Nelson, James Bay and 
Saskatchewan dams. 

The North Thompson Albreda dam 
(B.C.) is the latest proposed project, 
and would be another cog in the 
NAWAPA wheel. K.V.A. Resources out 
of Bellvue, WA is the engineering 
contracting firm behind the plan to 
pump one million acre feet of water 
annually from the North Thompson 
River to California. The stolen river 
would flow from the Colombia through 
pumping stations, up the Oregon pla- 
teau near Lakeview, Oregon and down 
the Pit river into the Shasta Reservoir. 
Turning power plants along the way, 
the "surplus" water would eventually 
end up in the L.A. area. 

For the western US to consider 
Canada's water as a solution to their 
water shortage is "udderly" ridiculous. 
With the overwhelming majority of 
water there growing feed for livestock 
production, they don't need water, they 
need to stop raising livestock! For 




instance, on average, 87% of the water 
consumed in Montana, Nevada and 
California goes to livestock food pro- 
duction (Wuerthner, Journal, Mabon, 
'92). Next to the military, the cattle 
industry is the most destructive force 
in the West. (Its no secret that sup- 
porting the livestock industry is like 
stabbing your mother in the back.) 

But, alas, common sense doesn't 
seem to weigh like dollars and cents in 
the scheming minds of the people who 
have granted themselves control. The 
North Thompson River diversion will 
net K.V.A. Resources half a billion 
dollars annually. K.V.A. has hired 
Multinational Power and Water Inc., 
Vancouver as their Canadian based P.R. 
and lobbying firm for the project. 
William E.S. Clancey, Multinational's 
president has had a lifetime career 
providing boardroom council for ex- 
ecutives and corporations, holding 
executive levels in banking, heavy 
construction, and the mining and en- 
ergy industries. Smith has consistently 
maintained upper echelon liaison with 
both business and government. Your 
run of the mill vampire with an im- 
pressive resume. 

Another importsnt member of the 
visiting team is K.V.A. founder and 
chairman Gerald Shupe. His long his- 
tory of hydroelectric construction en- 
gineering includes some 44 hydro 
power facilities in the US, Canada and 
Australia. In addition, Shupe has 
constructed major tunnels, rapid tran- 
sit, rail, mining, etc.. 

Last, but not least, every effective 
earth raping conspiracy needs a good 
corporate lawyer. Enter Melvin H. 
Smith, President of Crown Western 



Consulting Services Ltd. Smith has 
had a long (and hopefully soon extin- 
guished) career in the Provincial gov- 
ernment, providing counsel in issues 
before the supreme court involving 
fisheries, offshore mineral rights, and 
aboriginal constitutional matters 
(dealing with the illegal occupation of 
B.C., I'm sure). 

Portions of pipeline and other de- 
velopments are being snuck through 
the diminished realities known as In- 
dian reservations. (You can't do that to 
white people!) The modus operandi is 
simple and time tested; pay the ones 
who will sell out and kill those who 
resist. We need to realize that this is 
not historical, this is still going on. The 
Aboriginal Traditionalists up and down 
the affected rivers are opposed to any 
diversion schemes and are organizing 
with environmentalists to create a 
strong offensive against intruding 
corporations and governments. Sup- 
port and money is needed in building 
alliances and keeping bellies full so 
voices can be loud. We are trying to 
spread the word and create a broad 
base of support to stop any further 
altering of river systems. Look for 
upcoming action alerts. 

Send money and/or information 
about NAWAPA, K.V.A. Resources, 
Multinational Resources Inc., etc., to: 
Alliance Against Water Diversion 
P.O. Box 346, 

Pritchard, BC VOE2P0 
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Rare Sturgeon Swims Between Economic Interests 

and the Federal Court 


By Jasper Carlton 

A classic battle between powerful 
economic interests and the environ- 
ment is brewing in the Deep South. It's 
all about the effort to save the critically 
imperiled Alabama sturgeon. 

Alabama Governor Guy Hunt, 
members of the Alabama and Missis- 
sippi congressional delegations, the 
Alabama Department of Economic and 
Community Affairs, and high officials 
in the Bush administration, have 
mounted an enormous campaign to 
prevent the listing and protection of 
the Alabama Sturgeon, Scaphirhynchus 
suttkusi, under the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA). The Alabama sturgeon may 
be the rarest unprotected native fish in 
the United States. However, economic 
interests fear that the sturgeon's listing 
and recovery could restrict dredging 
and stop shipping on the Alabama and 
Tombigbee Rivers, and hurt hydro- 
electric plants and other businesses 
along the rivers. 

An economic impact analysis pre- 
pared by industrial interests estimated 
that the listing of the sturgeon could 
cost over $2 billion in increased 
transportation costs alone. Both U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service officials and 
independent econo- 
mists dispute this fig- 
ure, but economic un- 
truths continue to be 
spread as the rationale 
for blocking the listing. 

If the sturgeon is 
protected under the 
ESA, the US Corps of 
Engineers will have to 
allow a steady flow of 
water through its dams 
on the Alabama River, 
which would reduce 
the amount of hydro- 
electric power the dams 
generate. 

The Alabama stur- 
geon is on the verge of extinction and 
is more threatened than most fish 
species already listed under the ESA. 
The most recent intensive population 
status survey by Burke and Ramsey 


captured only five Alabama sturgeon. 
In completing a status review for the 
sturgeon, Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) biologists were only able to lo- 
cate 32 specimens, one of which was 
mounted in a bait shop. Anecdotal 
data from fishermen in Alabama, 
however, confirm that this rare fish 
continues to be present, particularly in 
some large channels of big rivers in the 
Mobile Bay drainage. 

US Fish and Wildlife Service biolo- 
gists in the region and officers of the 
Alabama Department of Natural Re- 
sources and Conservation believe that 
the sturgeon continues to hang on in 
parts of the Cahaba River from the 
Little Cahaba River downstream to its 
confluence with the Tombigbee River. 
Based on the Burke and Ramsey fish 
study of 1985, biologists believe that 
the Claiborne Reservoir and the lower 
Alabama River probably support the 
largest sturgeon populations. The 
sturgeon seems to prefer deep, fast- 
moving water. 

The Alabama sturgeon has lan- 
guished as a candidate species for 
possible listing as a threatened or en- 
dangered species for over a decade. 


The Alabama sturgeon was in- 
cluded in the Federal Register Notice of 
Review in 1982, 1985 and 1989. Fed- 
eral Register Notices of 1982 (47 FR 
58454) and 1985 (50 FR 37958) recog- 
nized the species as Category 2 (suffi- 
cient information available indicating 
that a proposal to list may be appro- 
priate, but conclusive data not currently 
available to support a proposed rule). 
The 1989 federal Register Notice (54 FR 
554) listed the sturgeon as Category 1 
(substantive information supports 
listing under the ESA). 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service 
continued to drag its feet for an addi- 
tional two years, by not describing the 
Alabama sturgeon as a full species until 
spring 1991. The ESA does not mandate 
that a species be formally described 
prior to preparation of a proposed rule. 

In the spring of 1991, both the 
Mississippi Field Office and Regional 
Office of the Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) in Atlanta supported a draft 
proposal to list the sturgeon under the 
ESA. However, the Washington, DC 
office of the FWS, picking up a sug- 
gestion from industrial interests in Ala- 
bama, rejected the listing proposal by 



During this period, the degradation 
and destruction of sturgeon habitat 
has been allowed to continue, con- 
tributing to the present severe impedi- 
ment of the species. 


saying that the fish may now be ex- 
tinct. No evidence of extinction or 
discussion of the Service's accepted sci- 
entific criteria for extinction was in- 
cluded with the refusal, however. 


Both the FWS regional Atlanta of- 
fice and its Washington, DC office have 
been alerted by its own field office and 
fishery biologists that threats to the 
critically imperiled Alabama sturgeon 
continue. These threats include 
channel maintenance for navigation, 
gravel dredging and mining, and water 
flow rate regulation on the Alabama, 
Tombigbee, and Cahaba Rivers. The 
US Corps of Engineers has continued 
to approve gravel dredging permits in 
sections of rivers known to support the 
sturgeon. 

In refusing to sign the ESA listing 
proposal for the Alabama sturgeon , the 
Washington, DC office of the FWS 
ignored the biological data, status re- 
view, and recommendations of its own 
experts. It ignored the documented 
decline of habitat and sturgeon num- 
bers, the probable factors that have 
caused such decline, and the fact that 
fishery surveys confirmed the existence 
of young sturgeon (15-18 inches long) 
— documented evidence of successful 
spawning. Since Alabama sturgeon 
live 15-25 years, it can reasonably be 
assumed that some of these fish con- 
tinue to exist. 

It appears that issues 
other than biological 
ones may have been 
responsible for these 
inordinate and unrea- 
sonable delays in the 
sturgeon's listing. If 
such is the case, it 
would be a clear viola- 
tion of the ESA. Only 
biological factors can be 
considered in a deter- 
mination of whether to 
list a species. 

In a formal Sixty- Day 
Notice of Intent to Sue, 
filed with Secretary of 
the Interior Lujan on 
October 26, 1992, a coalition of envi- 
ronmental groups and grassroots con- 
servationists charged the Secretary, Fish 
and Wildlife Service Director John 

Continued on page 31 


Mexican Spotted Owl Goes to Court 

By Jasper Carlton 


Ignoring the fact that the Mexican 
spotted owl (Strix occidentals lucida) is 
considerably more endangered than 
the northern spotted owl, Secretary of 
the Interior Manuel Lujan has failed to 
finalize the listing of the owl under the 
Endangered Species Act. The secretary 
was mandated to make a final decision 
on the owl's listing within one year 
from the date that the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service published a proposed 
rule in the Federal Register to list the owl 
as threatened. The deadline elapsed on 
November 5, 1992. 

In response, the Biodiversity Legal 
Foundation, a Colorado-based envi- 
ronmental group, and Dr. Robin Silver 
of Phoenix, Arizona have filed 60-day 
formal notices with the secretary of 
their intent to file suit in federal district 
court to compel compliance with the 
law. 

The Mexican spotted owl is a cousin 
of the northern spotted owl and one of 
three spotted owl subspecies. Its 
physical appearance differs from that 
of the northern and the California 
spotted owl subspecies by its darker 
background plumage an its larger and 
more noticeable white spots. 

The Mexican spotted owl inhabits 
forested mountains and canyons from 
the southern Rocky Mountains in 
Colorado and the Colorado Plateau in 


southern Utah, southward through 
Arizona, New Mexico, western Texas, 
and into Mexico. It is estimated that 
only 2,100 Mexican spotted owls re- 
main in the United States, about one- 
third the number of northern spotted 
owls. The owl's habitat is comprised of 
uneven-aged, multi-storied forests with 
closed canopies; it prefers older and 
denser mixed-conifer forests as its 
principal habitat. This essential area 
continues to be degraded, fragmented 
and destroyed. Logging and increased 
predation and competition from other 
raptors due to habitat fragmentation 
are the major threats the owl faces. 

About 90% of the Mexican spotted 
owl's remaining habitat is on US na- 
tional forests, the majority of which 
continue to be mismanaged for timber 
production. If listing and protection 
are not finalized soon, it could be too 
late for recovery of the species to a 
viable, self-sustaining population in 
the wild. 

Although the Mexican spotted owl 
may have adapted to a more diverse 
range of habitats than its northern 
cousin, old-growth forests are its opti- 
mumhabitat. Very few major stands of 
old trees remain within the owl's 
present range, and many of these have 
been targeted by the Forest Service for 
destruction. A substantial number of 


these last grandmother trees are on 
steep mountain slopes in previously 
unlogged areas. 

The present Forest Service guidelines 
for timber prescriptions are applied 
only to occupied habitat and are grossly 
inadequate. Since they allow for con- 
tinued habitat fragmentation and 
degradation and do not contribute in 
any meaningful way to the long-term 
conservation of the Mexican spotted 
owl, they cannot now be used as an 
excuse for either delaying or denying 
listing and protection. 

The real issue is not merely the 
Mexican spotted owl — it is the con- 
tinued biological destruction of forest 
ecosystems in the Southwest. Many 
other species, such as the northern 
goshawk, flammulated owl, and spot- 
ted and occult bats, are faced with 
declining habitat and increasing im- 
pediment. Their conditions are all 
symptomatic of a serious loss of wealth 
in biotic systems. 

The Forest Service and the Fish and 
Wildlife Service have failed to make 
the preservation of natural diversity 
the principal management emphasis 
in a single large, natural, diverse eco- 
system in the region— even in those 
areas that presently support multiple 
sensitive, threatened and endangered 
species. The Bush administration, al- 


lied with powerful logging and grazing 
interests, has been more than willing 
to sacrifice the irreplaceable for short- 
term economic greed. Each time an- 
other species disappears, we lose an- 
other member of our Eart 1 ’ family. 

Secretary of the Interior Lujan ap- 
parently intends to drag his feet 
wherever possible in the implementa- 
tion of the Endangered Species Act — 
right up to the point that President- 
Elect Clinton's people are in place. At 
the very least, this constitutes a serious 
abuse of governmental discretion that 
cannot go unchallenged. 

Unless the Fish and Wildlife Service 
acts within the 60-day period to take 
the necessary steps to list the Mexican 
spotted owl as a threatened species, the 
Biodiversity Legal Foundation and 
Robin Silver will exercise their right to 
bring an action in federal district court 
to compel the Fish and Wildlife Service 
to meet its statutory obligations under 
the ESA. 

What you can do: 

Write to members of your congres- 
sional delegation urging them to sup- 
port the listing and protection of the 
Mexican spotted owl. 
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PAW APPEALS 
TIMBER SALE IN 
THE ALLEGHENY 


ADC Slams Door 
on Activists in Utah 


Get 
A Clue 


Preserve Appalachian Wilderness' 
Allegheny Task Force just completed 
an appeal on the James Mills Timber 
Sale in the Allegheny National Forest. 
No timber management has taken place 
in the area since the late 1800s. There 
are no roads in the area, and 67% of the 
forest is over 80 years old, while an- 
other 9% is over 100. 

The Forest Service wants to build 
new roads in the area and cut over 3 
million board feet of timber. To prove 
their commitment to the environment, 
they have designated 187 acres as "fu- 
ture old growth." However, 77 of these 
acres are savannahs, while the other 
110 do not possess any old growth 
characteristics. 

The James Mills area provides habi- 
tat for migratory songbirds, many 
species of which have been declining 
in numbers due to forest fragmenta- 
tion. The Forest Service has found 5 
hawk nests in the area. The red 
shouldered hawk and the northern 
goshawk are listed as "Species of Special 
Concern" in Pennsylvania. The Service 
claims that cutting trees will have "no 
significant impact" on the birds' 
habitat, but they have never monitored 
populations of any hawks. 

There is very little old growth left 
in the eastern United States. In the 
Allegheny National Forest, 0.3% of the 
forest is in an old growth condition. 

Please express your outrage to the 
Forest Supervisor, Allegheny National 
Forest, P.O. Box 847, Warren, PA 16365. 
For information on the ongoing cam- 
paign to restore biodiversity in the 
Allegheny National Forest, contact 
Karen Tuerk/Tom Rooney, 57 Choate 
Street, Newark, DE 19711, 
(302)368-3736. 


Recently a group of individuals 
representing 500 people who had 
signed a "Petition to Control ADC" 
arranged a meeting with Mr. James 
Winnat, director of the Utah ADC of- 
fice. The group wanted to ask some 
questions, search out justifications and, 
hopefully, do some educating of their 
own. 

They were concerned about an 
August 25th, 1992 memo from the 
Deputy Cheif of the Forest Service to all 
regional foresters stating that ADC 
would be responsible for National En- 
vironmental Policy Act (NEPA) envi- 
ronmental analysis effective immedi- 
ately. They wanted to know how ADC 
thought it was qualified to do NEPA 
analysis, especially since they have no 
experience, no jurisdiction over any 
land, no regulations for guidance, stark 
conflict of interest, and a sordid past. 
They wanted to know why ADC offices 
around the country were making it 
tough for the public to get information 
and were even ignoring Freedom of 
Information Act requests. They wanted 
to know how ADC could justify 
changing its name to Wildlife Services. 
Most of all, they wanted to know how 
ADC could possibly claim the ability to 
administer a law that, if nothing else, 
stands for the inclusion of the public in 
public land-management decision- 
making. 

The group of individuals were met 
by a clipboard-toting man who in- 
formed them that they would have to 
show their drivers licenses and allow 
the information on them to be copied 
before they could enter. Rather in- 


credulous, and more than a bit of- 
fended, the group turned to Mr . Winnat 
for confirmation. He gave it, telling 
them that names, addresses, and phone 
numbers would not suffice and that 
anyone who would not show their I.D. 
could wait outside. He said that recent 
attacks against the ADC across the 
country were the reason for such ex- 
treme treatment. 

The group had read a recent ADC 
document titled "A Futuring Document 
for Animal Damage Control" and had 
set up their meeting with it in mind. 
The document stated ADC's "vision" 
which included "adhering to the 
highest ethical standards," that "pub- 
lic understanding of [their] work will 
come through proactive public rela- 
tions" and that one of their primary 
goals was to "improve cooperative re- 
lationships with various publics to in- 
crease public understanding... [and] 
enhance the public's understanding 
by aggressively communtcating 
with... the public." Apparently, the 
Utah ADC office had neglected to read 
this document, and instead treated their 
public as potential criminals. 

Folks around the West should 
confront ADC offices about this inci- 
dent. Ask if it applies to you. If not, ask 
why not. Why were concerned citizens 
in Utah singled out? Schedule a face- 
to-face meeting with your Director. 
Ask him to justify the transfer of NEPA 
responsibilities, especially in the face 
of such treatment. Ask if the Futuring 
Document is just a bad joke made at 
the expense of some innocent tree. Ask 
About ADC activities in your area. 


We don't necessarily expect as- 
tronomers, who live their lives in the 
galaxy rather than here on the earth, to 
be familar with the imperative work- 
ings of an ecosystem; however, we do 
expect them to know their own field. 

Mount Graham-UA astronomers 
have discovered the data they used in 
selecting a site for their largest and 
most expensive telescope (the Colum- 
bus) is seriously flawed, even after 12 
years spent gathering this data. Ac- 
cording to a recently completed Uni- 
versity of Arizona site-testing report, 
the image-distorting effects of wind 
blowing through the unique spruce-fir 
forest located on the summit were 
severly underestimated. In order to 
adjust for this flaw, data now indicate 
that Columbus will have to be built a 
whopping 236 feet high, doubling the 
cost of the telescope. 

Their solution is to move the tele- 
scope to another Mount Graham lo- 
cation. According to their 'new and 
improved' data, excellent images could 
be obtained with regularity from a 1 1 9- 
foot telescope at the new site. UA 
astronomers are saying that this move, 
which will be submitted for US Forest 
approval by the end of the year, is a 
minor amendent to the observatory 
plan. 

Nothing about the Mount Graham 
observatory is minor. We have fought 
them for every inch of land they claim, 
and we will fight them for every addi- 
tional inch they desire. We will not 
just relinquish the red squirrel, the 
unique spruce- fir forest, or the Apache's 
sacred ground. 



Barn Burner in the 
Adirondacks 


Early on the morning of October 
8th, 1992, a few days before the full 
moon, 20 acres of land held in private 
hands since the early 1900s was re- 
turned to the Western Shoshone 
people. This land, taken illegally by 
the US government and later sold to 
private individuals, was recognized as 
Shoshone land through the 1863 treaty 
of Ruby Valley. 

Genevieve Vaughan and her three 
daughters purchased the land just days 
before the ceremony so that it could be 
returned to the Western Shoshone on 
the anniversary of 500 years of Resis- 
tance. Indigenous people all over the 
world have lost their traditional lands 
during the last 500 years of invasion 
and occupation and the illegal seizure 
of land still occur today. "We are 
liberating this small piece of land away 
from the profit motive back to the 
collective care of the native people 
from whom it was originally taken," 
said Vaughan. 

This symbolic gesture offers us a 
model for beginning to correct the 
wrongs which have been perpetuated 
against native people since the initial 
encounter. It is a tangible new begin- 
ning for the next 500 years in which we 
must all reclaim our connection to the 
land and liberate it from the inappro- 
priate technology and development. 

Shoshone elders gratefully received 
the land in a ceremony of blessing and 


purification. Several hundred people 
of native American, European, and 
Euro- American ancestry participated in 
the ceremony which was in many ways 
a great healing. 

Murrelet Goes To 
Court 

A "logging support group" has 
given the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
60 days notice that it intends to sue, 
claiming the agency failed to support 
its conclusion that the marbled 
murrelet should be protected under 
the Endangered Species Act. 

The Northwest Forest Resources 
Council said the agency failed to have 
adequate data to back up its decision. 
Federal courts ordered the agency to 
make a decision on whether to list the 
rare sea bird in September after it had 
twice delayed making a judgment. 

Support documents for the listing 
say that the bird's old-growth forest 
habitat in Oregon and Washington 
has declined from 25 million acres to 
an estimated 3.4 million acres. 

Source: ECONEWS, Newsletter of the 
Northcoast Environmental Center, No- 
vember 1 992. Write 879 9th St., Areata, 
CA 95521, or e-mail nec@igc.ape.org, for 
a free copy. 


Anti-wilderness goons in New 
York's Adirondack Mountains are sus- 
pected to have burned forest advocate 
Anne LaBastille's barn in late August. 
The burning was the latest of a growing 
string of attacks against people work- 
ing to protect the Adirondacks. In 
recent years, others have been 
harrassed, assaulted, and shot at. 

LaBastille is best known for her 
several books, including 
Woodswoman. where she chronicled 
her efforts to build a log cabin deep in 
the forest and live close to the land. 
The fire destroyed the barn as well as a 
pickup truck and a small boat that was 
stored on a trailer. LaBastille is also the 
chairperson of the Adirondack Park 
Agency's (APA) operations committee. 

Attacks against APA personnel have 
risen sharply. John Cowen, who re- 
cently became chairperson of the APA, 



has had his tires slashed, and other 
employees have been harassed. The 
most serious attack came on July 8, 
1991 when three APA employees were 
shot at as they left local property. Two 
shots were fired. The first flattened the 
front tire of the Pickup that the men 
were riding, and the second struck the 
fender behind the tire - very close to 
the mens feet and legs. 

The Adirondack Council building 
in Elizabethtown, NY was spray-painted 
the night before LaBastille's barn was 
burned. A while back, New Hampshire 
biologist Jeff Elliot was assaulted by the 
town supervisor of Warrensburg in a 
scene that was videotaped and shown 
in September on 60 minutes. The Lake 
Placid Club at Lake Placid has been 
burned repeatedly, simply because the 
APA is associated with its reconstruc- 
tion. 

Naturally, these incidents are not 
detering those who care about the 
Adirondaks from taking action to pro- 
tect the mountains. Our forces are 
galvanizing, and finding renewed 
strength in our commitment to protect 
this region regardless of the vicious 
tactics of the opposition. 
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The Blue Mountains 

The Forest Ecosystem That Is Next To Go 


Covert Logging 
in the Shawnee 


Rising above the rocky canyons, 
sage, and grasslands below, the Blue 
Mountains forests begin at about 3400 
feet elevation. In the west, these 
former volcanic islands in a huge in- 
land sea level out at about 5,000 feet 
elevation. Farther east towards the 
Wallowas, they rise to about eight and 
nine thousand foot peaks. Spanning 
a huge geographic area, the Blue 
Mountains comprise four National 
Forests (Malheur, Ochoco, Umatilla, 
and Wallowa- Whitman). 

The Blues range from north-cen- 
tral and Eastern Oregon to South- 
eastern Washington. Hells Canyon 
along the Snake River forms the eastern 
boundary of the Blue Mountains 
Province. These forests, long home to 
the Confederated Tribes of the 
Umatilla, are climax ponderosa pine 
forest ecosystems. These forests also 
contain juniper on the southern slopes 
and upper rocky plateaus, grand and 
Douglas fir on the north slopes and in 
drainages, yew in the denser forested 
drainages, lodgepole pine in the upper 
elevations, and aspen scattered 
throughout near the numerous 
springs, marshes, and watersheds. The 
John Day, Umatilla, Grande Rhonde, 
Powder, and Crooked Rivers all flow 
from these mountains. The many 
streams and creeks which are tribu- 
taries of these rivers serve as spawning 
grounds for salmon, steelhead, and 
bulltrout. Before the advent of logging, 
grazing, and agriculture these fish were 
numerous, but now their populations 
have become seriously imperiled. 

Led by the public rhetoric of in- 
dustry proponents such as the wealthy 
"good ol' boy" Congressman Bob 
Smith, the Forest Service is setting the 
east-side stage for severe ecological 


devastation in the guise of restoring for- 
est "health" with "salvage" logging. 
Perhaps the real reason for this sudden 
interest in forest health, among the cut 
and run crowd, was best said at a Bend, 
Oregon press conference in early 1992 by 
representative Bob Smith: "The west side 
is all tied up in appeals; the east side is the 
only game going." 

Logging in the Blue Mountains is 
scheduled to begin on a massive scale in 
the spring. We need comments sent to 
the FS addresses below, and letters sent to 
local newspapers. The Pacific Mountain 
Alliance is preparing a slide show on the 
Blue Mountains and the impending 
"salvage" destruction, and needs help in 
setting up benefits and locations for its 
showing. The Blue Mountains' forests 
need people to take the time to become 
familiar with them, and to think and act 
creatively to protect them. 

The Forest Service is counting on the 
remote location, sparse population, and 
lack of activist awareness to allow them 
to get away with this destruction. Don't 
let the Blue Mountains become the next 
ecosystem North America will lose. 
Contact the Pacific Mountain Alliance to 
offer your help before the saws begin! 

What you can do: 

To host a slide show presentation, contact 
the Pacific Mountain Alliance, HCR 82, 
Fossil, OR 97830 (503) 468-2028 

Write letters to the following places: 

Umatilla National Forest, 2517 SW Hailey 
Ave., Pendleton, OR 97801 
Heppner Ranger District, PO Box 7, Heppner, 
OR 97836 

Pacific Northwest Region, USDA Forest Ser- 
vice, PO Box 3623, Portland, OR 97208 


Despite personal guarantees to 
forest activists that there would be 
no cutting this harvest season, the 
USFS attempted to covertly extract 
timber from the Whoopee Cat Sale 
area of the Shawnee National Forest 
in southern Illinois, a sale announced 
only in the spring of 1990. 

Since clearcutting was outlawed 
in the Shawnee by an act of congress 
in 1990, the USFS has decided to 
extirpate species by implementing 
the new term "Gap Phase Dynamics" 
for its means of timber extraction. 
The pine warbler guild and coopers' 
hawk are species threatened by the 
new terminology. 

In a desperate attempt to get at 
least one cut out this year, Forest 
disService resorted to attempts of 
outright covert timbering. Upon 
inquiry the FS district rangers were 
unwilling to share any information 
as to whether there was timbering 
done in the Vienna region of the 
forest. Securing their own maps, 
and scouting the area, activists dis- 
covered the cut and established an 
observation-protest camp on Sep- 
tember 25th. 

Tensions ran high during the 43 
day encampment. Timber contrac- 
tor Dale Brandt resorted to employ- 
ing non-locals, as not too many 
Illinoisians seemed interested in 
joining the fray. Accusations of tree 
spiking, equipment sabotage and 
even urination into water jugs ran 
rampant. While loggers cut clubs, 
Dr . Joe Glisson prepared for an appeal 
of the sale. 

Glisson intended to argue that 
the sale which implemented the new 
plan violated the National Environ- 
mental Policy Act of 1969. On Octo- 


ber 13th one day prior to Glisson 's 
motion, the court decided to grant an- 
other litigant a stay for the same plan, 
rendering Glisson's litigation moot. 

Although the new plan was not to 
be implemented, the cut continued 
under the assumption that it was the 
implementation of the old plan (which 
allows the now illegal practice of 
clearcutting!). 

Said Randall Thomas, an arrestee of 
this years encampment, "when we went 
to court, we saw some interesting 
things." 



Claim Staked in 
Idaho 


In a brilliant dramatization of the 
stupidity of the 1872 Mining Law, 
members of the Idaho Conservation 
League staked a mining claim and 
commenced preliminary surveys on a 
posh golf course in Ketchum, Idaho. To 
the utter horror of owner Milt Kuolt, the 
district BLM office verified that the land 
where ICL wants to stake its claims is 
legally open to mineral exploration. 

The ICL-owned Mine-All-Mine Co. 
must pay a bond to cover reclamation 
costs or make an agreement to reclaim 
the land, but ICL staffer Mike Medberry 
noted that "the law doesn't require us to 
bring the land back to its original con- 
dition." 

Source: High Country News 


Protected Ecosystem or Radioactive Sacrifice Zone? 


In a desperate eleventh hour effort 
Governor Pete Wilson has gone 
straight to the Bush administration 
and Interior Secretary Manuel Lujan 
to compel the US Bureau of Land 
Management to sell the proposed 
1,000 acre Ward Valley dumpsite di- 
rectly to the state, illegally bypassing 
the State Lands Commission, so that 
the state Department of Health Ser- 
vices (DHS) can issue a license and 
approve the construction of the first 
radwaste dump in the US in twenty 
years. 

The nuclear power industry is 
pressuring states to site radioactive 
waste dumps throughout the country. 
In California, the site chosen by the 
DHS, our leading dump proponent, is 
located just eighteen miles west of the 
Arizona border, the Colorado River, 
and the town of Needles. The State 
plans to build this dump in the east- 
ern Mojave desert at Ward Valley in 
what is considered by wildlife biolo- 
gists to be prime habitat of the en- 
dangered desert tortoise. 

The dump contractor chosen by 
DHS is the notorious US Ecology 
(formerly Nuclear Engineering Corp.), 
the same folks who have left leaking 
radwaste dumps at Sheffield, Illinois 
and Maxey Flats, Kentucky; and whose 
operations in Beatty, Nevada have 


been shut down repeatedly for health and 
safety violations there. 

Citizen activists and grassroots orga- 
nizations throughout the state have come 
together, demanded hearings, drafted 
legislation, 
lobbied and 
worked to de- 
lay and ulti- 
mately stop 
the develop- 
ment of this 
insane plan to 
dump radioac- 
tive wastes. 

Yet the 
fight to stop 
the Ward Val- 
ley dump has 
been taken 
away from the 
people most 
directly af- 
fected and 
placed in Sac- 
r a m e n t o 
courts controlled by pro-nuclear right 
wing conservatives. The concerns of the 
Chernejuevi and Fort Mojave Indian 
Tribes, and the city of Needles, have been 
ignored. What is clearly a people's fight 
has been redefined in terms of partisan 
politics by political hacks at the Capitol 
and in the Governor's office. 


That doesn't cut it with those of 
us who are concerned with protect- 
ing the fragile desert ecosystem, the 
endangered desert tortoise and the 
Colorado River aquifer. We have 
worked to 
bring this is- 
sue to the 
people, only 
to witness a 
complete be- 
trayal of the 
public trust 
by our high- 
est govern- 
ment officials 
who are at- 
tempting to 
illegally force 
the land 
transfer and 
licensing so 
that con- 
struction can 
begin before 
the new ad- 
ministration assumes office in Janu- 
ary. 

If US Ecology attempts to begin 
construction at Ward Valley they 
will have a fight on their hands; we 
are not going to roll over and let 
them force the destruction of this 
ecosystem. If they think we are go- 


ing to stand by while they turn Ward 
Valley into a radioactive sacrifice zone, 
they better think again. 

If you would like to find out what you 
can do to help stop radioactive waste 
dumping write us at the following address . 
Contributions in support of our outreach 
and direct action mobilization are greatly 
appreciated and will place you on our 
mailing list for Ward Valley Alerts and 
updates. 

Central Valley Earth First! 

1014 11th Sheet, Suite 186 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

If you would like to write to the people 
most directly involved in pushing radioac- 
tive dumping, write to: 

US Ecology Senior VP 
Ronald K. Gaynor 
7801 Wayland Way 
Loomis, CA 95650 
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International News 


BC Government Program 
Poisons Wildlife 


Damming the Roof of the 
World 


The Lands and Parks, Fish and 
Wildlife Branch of British Columbia's 
Ministry of Environment has applied 
to continue its pesticide use permit to 
use sodium monofluoroacetate, or 
compound 1080, to poison wolves and 
coyotes believed to be harassing live- 
stock. It is ironic that a government 
agency thought to have the welfare of 
wildlife as its primary concern intends 
to spread an extremely toxic and con- 
troversial poison over about one-third 
of BC because of the interests of the 
agriculture industry. 

The Thompson Watershed Coali- 
tion, based in the Kamloops region, is 
appealing this permit application, and 
a new group, K-9, was formed to help 
with both the appeal and with creating 
public awareness about this issue. 

Compound 1080, banned in the 
US by the Environmental Protection 
Agency in 1989, is toxic to all life, but 
especially so to canines. There is no 
known antidote. Compound 1080 is 
taken up by plants, and by animals 
eating the carcasses of poisoned wolves, 
coyotes, wolverines, bears, and any 
other animals that might happen upon 
a poisoned bait. Because compound 
1080 has the capacity to be taken up 
even third hand by non-target plants 
and animals, it readily invades the food 
chain. 

Public lands in BC are being con- 
stantly eroded. In the Kamloops region, 
for example, a new golf course was 
built on public land. The grazing lease 
that formerly occupied that territory 
was pushed father out, which in turn 
encroached upon the habitat formerly 
used only by wild animals. 

Sadly, though, our society values 
cattle, sport hunting and tourist rev- 
enues over wilderness. Thus, wolves 
and coyotes, along with all the other 
non-target species killed as a result of 
compound 1080 poisoning, are not 
seen by the government as having their 
own intrinsic value. On the contrary, 
wilderness is priceless. It is the source 
of our fresh water, and it contains the 
seeds of biodiversity. It is criminal that 


our government, at the urging of spe- 
cial interest groups, is spreading poi- 
son over what wilderness remains. 

Activists have prepared an infor- 
mation package. Please include a do- 
nation with your request to help with 
photocopying and mailing costs. Con- 
tact K-9, Box 43, Kamloops, BC 
V2C5K3. We also welcome any infor- 
mation or donations to help with this 
appeal. 

Spread the word about the BC wolf 
poisoning, and PLEASE put your con- 


cerns in writing and send them to: 

Deputy Director, Wildlife Branch 
Ministry of Environment, Lands and Parks 
780 Blanshard Street 
Victoria, BC V8V1X5 


In 1950 China invaded Tibet, begin- 
ning an occupation that has exploited 
Tibet's natural resources and forcibly 
resettled 7.5 million Chinese there. 
Today, aside from human rights abuses, 
the six million outnumbered Tibetans 
are witness to China's appropriation of 
Tibet's forests, wildlife, minerals, and 
energy resources. In violation of Ti- 
betan Buddhist beliefs and at the ex- 
pense of Tibet's environment, China is 
now tapping into the country's vast 
hydro power potential. Despite the 


region's opportunities for small-scale 
hydro, China is focusing on potentially 
disastrous large-scale plans for dams in 
central Tibet through the development 
of the Yamdrok Yumtso project. 

Not surprisingly, Tibetans stand to 


gain little from the project. Tibetans 
both in the region and in exile oppose 
the project because it threatens the 
habitat of the local wildlife and the 
livelihood of nomadic herders who 
use the lake. The Dalai Lama, political 
and spiritual leader in exile, has re- 
peatedly voiced his concern over the 
ecological threat as well as callous 
attention to the lake which has spe- 
cial religious significance. For the Ti- 
betan Buddhists, it is considered a 
"lifepower" lake. 

Although China claims that the 
environmental impacts of the dam 
were evaluated and the project ap- 
proved before construction began, 
Tibetans assert that adequate envi- 
ronmental, social, and economic as- 
sessments of the project never were 
done. At the United Nations Confer- 
ence on Environment and Develop- 
ment in June, approximately 13,000 
international signatures protesting the 
dam's construction were delivered to 
the Chinese delegation, only to be 
ignored. 

The increased power potential is 
expected to make industrial develop- 
ment, the settlement of additional 
Chinese immigrants, and pollution 
more likely in Lhasa, further endan- 
gering the regional environment as 
well as the national identity of Tibet- 
ans. 

The Tibetan government in exile 
believes that the bulk of Tibet's energy 
needs can be met by renewable sources, 
including small-scale hydro, geother- 
mal, and solar projects. The dam 
would have significant environmen- 
tal impacts, and would alter the flow 
downstream where the river becomes 
the Brahmaptura in India. Such 
transboundry implications make the 
protection of Tibet's environment an 
international concern. 

Source: World Rivers Review 



Maquiladora: A Preview of Free Trade 


By Susan Meeker- Lowry 

A good way to help people un- 
derstand the implications of "free 
trade" is to let folks know about the 
maquiladora industry. Since 1965 a 
free trade zone has been operating 
south of the US/Mexican border. There, 
90% of the factories are owned by U.S.- 
based Transcontinental Corporations 
(TNCs). Two-thirds of the workers are 
womenagedl7 - 25. The Coalition for 
Justice in the Maquiladoras (CJM), a 
binational coalition of over 85 reli- 
gious, environmental, labor, Latino 
and women's organizations (including 
my own organization, Catalyst), was 
formed in February 1991 to provide 
strong, vocal, and widespread opposi- 
tion to "business as usual" in the 
maquiladoras. 

CJM developed the Maquiladora 
Standards of Conduct, drawn from 
existing Mexican and US laws, as well 
as labor standards established by the 
International Labor Organization of 
the United Nations. The standards 
focus on environmental contamina- 
tion, health and safety practices, fair 
employment practices and standards 
of living and community impact. 

Coalition members have been very 
active in the past few months visiting 
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Matamoros and the FINSA industrial 
park; bringing maquila workers to speak 
at congressional hearings and offering 
their own testimony, and testifying 
before the International Trade Com- 
mission. We have organized press 
conferences and demonstrations at EPA / 
SEDUE hearings, and conducted cor- 
porate campaigns which involved 
joining with workers and community 
members to confront company execu- 
tives and plant managers. We have 
visited plant sites, organized press 
conferences and demonstrations and 
filed shareholder resolutions at annual 
meetings. CJM also supports and helps 
protect Maquila workers who expose 
conditions since whistle blowing is risky . 
business. 

Information packets, collections of 
newspaper articles, reports on pollution 
and videos are available from the coa- 
lition. Below is a brief description of 
three corporate campaigns and a list of 
other U.S. companies CJM is targeting. 

Qumica Fluor (QF)/DuPont (President: 
E.S. Woolard, DuPont, 1007 Market St., 
Wilmington, DE 19898): QF is a DuPont 
subsidiary on "Chemical Row" in 
Matamoros and produces hydrofluoric 


acid (HF), a chemical used in the pro- 
duction of CFCs . A 1 ,000 — gallon re- 
lease of HF could produce a gas lethal to 
all humans exposed within a five — mile 
radius. The Mexican government has 
issued an expropriation decree for the 
30,000 people living within two kilo- 
meters of the plant. There is no provi- 
sion for compensation for relocated 
residents. People are demanding that 
the studies upon which the decree is 
based be made public, that QF suspend 
or reduce production of HF until plant 
and community safety are assured and 
that the plant be moved, not the fami- 
lies. DuPont officials have not been 
responsive to community concerns nor 
have they provided any information 
regarding the danger their plant poses 
to people on both sides of the border. 

Stepan Chemical (President: Quinn 
Stepan, Stepan Chemical Corp., 22 West 
Frontage Rd., Northfield, IL 69993) 
Stepan is also located on "Chemical 
Row" and is a key focus company for 
CJM. Concerns center on the con- 
tamination of soil and groundwater, 
ammonia leaks and explosions. Stepan 
bulldozed the drainage ditch from which 
the sample taken by the NTC showed 


xylene at 53,000 times the US stan- 
dard. Stepan has dumped waste from 
hundreds of 55 — gallon chemical 
drums into unlined ponds on their 
property and has attempted to cover 
over the most obviously contaminated 
areas. The CJM is demanding a com- 
plete environmental site assessment, 
information on the "environmental 
improvements" the company claims 
it has spent funds on, and access to all 
information pertaining to contami- 
nation. 

General Motors (CEO Robert Stempel, 
GM, GM Building, Detroit, MI 48202) 
GM operates 37 maquiladora plants 
employing more than 42,000 and has 
plans to build more as it closes 12 of its 
21 plants in the US and Canada making 
the company the largest maquila 
employer. Concerns center around 
contamination and worker safety. A 
sample taken on the canal near GM's 
Rimir plant by the NTC contained 
2,700,000 parts per billion of highly 
toxic xylene and GM plants have 
questionable waste disposal practices 
as well. GM is accused of hiring un- 
derage girls at its Delnosa plant and 

continued next page 





Botswanan Wildlands UK Earth First! 

to be Sabatoges Malaysia 

Fenced Tourism Trawl 


Plans to complete a buffalo fence 
around Africa's last great wilderness, 
the Okavango Delta, have caused a 
storm of protest from environmental- 
ists and local tribes who cannot agree 
on its siting. 

At issue is the Okavango Delta it- 
self, the point at which the third larg- 
est river in 
Southern Af- 
rica pours into 
the Kalahari 
Desert creat- 
ing 15,000 
square kilo- 
meters of 
unique wet- 
land and the 
world's largest 
inland water- 
way. The area 
supports a 
great diversity 
of animals 
due to the concentration of habitats 
ranging from Kalahari sands, lagoons, 
forest and scrub, floodplain and reed- 
bed. Seasonal flooding further compli- 
cates the delta, and results in a constant 
movement of species. 

The fence, five strands of wire and 
one line of steel cable capable of with- 
standing a lateral impact of 25 tons 
(enough to stop a charging buffalo but 
not an elephant) loops around the delta 
to the south and aims to close in the 
top before swinging on a meandering 
course up to Botswana's northern bor- 
der. Ostensibly its purpose is to pre- 
vent contact between the foot-and- 
mouth-carrying buffalo of the Delta 
and Botswana's three million cattle. 
But its opponents see many other rea- 
sons for its construction. 

The installation of the first stage of 
the 226-kilometer northern buffalo 
fence has been the issue which has 
most' bitterly divided environmental- 
ists, big game hunters, locals and the 
Botswanan government, oddly pro- 
voking accord in some cases between 
totally opposed groups over the dis- 
mantling of the four-foot-high fence. 

The depth of passion is due to 
cattle. Botswana is cattle country and 
"buffalo fence" is a misnomer for cattle 
fence. In an area of semi-arid grazing 
susceptible to seven-year drought 
cycles, the vast water resources pour- 
ing into the Okavango Delta have long 


coninued from previous page 

Free Trade... 

there are documented health and safety 
problems at the Deltronico plant. All 
GM maquilas pay very low wages. GM 
has been more cooperative than other 
companies, in that it is willing to en- 
gage in dialogue and has agreed to a 
tour of their facilities. However, it has 
denied organized labor from partici- 
pation in discussions, has not made 
the requested changes in its "Public 
Interest Report", nor have wages im- 
proved. 

Other targeted companies: Asarco 
(mining, smelting); Allied-Signal 
(chemicals, aerospace, automotive, 
engineering); AT&T; Baxter Inter- 
national (medical/lab equipment); 
Chrysler; Ford; GE; 11 1 ; Johnson & 
Johnson; Parker Hannifin (compo- 
nents for various industries); and 
PepsiCo. 


been a source of dispute between cattle 
and wildlife — a dispute temporarily 
settled in the wildlife's favor by the 
invasion of the tsetse fly after 1825. 

But with the country's cattle popu- 
lation at the limit of the land's capabil- 
ity to support it, the pressure on the 
delta as a wildlife and water resource is 

immense. 
In Bots- 
w a n a 
cows are 
status. 
Many feel 
that the 
fence is 
ineffec- 
tive be- 
cause of 
the diffi- 
culty of 
maintain- 
ing it in 
swamps 
and the problems of joining a section 
that runs through perennial marsh. 

International attention has 
prompted the Botswanan government 
to finance a fact-finding team to ques- 
tion the fence's siting, and to investi- 
gate claims that it prevents migration 
of wildlife ahd the traditional use of 
the Delta by hunter-gatherers. 

According to the people who live 
in the region, they were consulted on 
the placing of the fence and then their 
views were ignored by the government. 
"Visit the fence and you'll see the de- 
struction of giraffes and animals of all 
sorts," said one man, echoing the claims 
that the fence is interfering with wild- 
life migration routes that the Wildlife 
Department states do not exist. 


Activists call for End to 
Brown Bear Hunt in Greece 

The Friends of the Greek Bear are de- 
nouncing ongoing hunting of brown 
bears (ursus arctus). The European Eco- 
nomic Community provided funding 
to the Greek government which activ- 
ists claim is being used for useless studies 
while the slaughter continues. 

The group says "the bureaucracies 
of Brussels [where the EEC is headquar- 
tered] and Athens are collaborating for 
the extermination of the brown bear in 
Greece." 

Contact the Friends of the Greek Bear, 
PO Box 30736, 10033 Athens, Greece; 
fax: 3243782. 

Pandas on Verge 
of Extinction 

Only an estimated 700 to 1,500 
pandas remain in the wild today. In- 
digenous only to China, poaching and 
habitat destruction threaten the pan- 
das survival, due to human over 
population and development. 

Currently, the Chinese government 
has 13 panda reserves, of which the 
Wolong Nature Reserve is the biggest. 
A 772 square miles reserve, the Wolong 
is bisected by timber roads, dividing 
the pandas into isolated breeding 
groups. Sharing this land with 4,500 
villagers, the lower elevations, which 
could support thick stands of bam- 
boo, instead are covered with corn 
and potato fields. Hence, even in the 
reserve pandas are restricted to a small 
area. Like bears everywhere on this 
globe, the pandas are threatened with 
extinction in the wild. 


Well it had to happen. It was high 
time that the Malaysian tourism 
delegation was welcomed back to 
reality after their scandalous promotion 
of Sarawak as the land of unspoilt 
natural beauty. 

Sarawak, the representatives of the 
travel trade have been told, is the 
golden opportunity. A land of 
untamed natural beauty hardly 
touched by the modern industrial 
world. A land of wild rivers and 
beautiful forests. Where the natives are 
friendly and generous. "Malaysia - 
Naturally. Welcome to fascinating 
Malaysia," they say. 

The Malaysian delegation of 
ministers, businessmen and oppor- 
tunists have been traveling the globe 
to promote "Visit Malaysia Year 1994". 
With the logging industry increasingly 
being recognized as a dying industry 
those canny capitalists have been 
looking around for another way of 
raking in the cash. They think they'll 
do it with tourism and they've per- 
suaded the federal and state govern- 
ments to heavily invest. 

The Gloucester Hotel in trendy 
west London was the setting for the 
event at which Sarawak was to be sold 
to the British travel industry. Unfor- 
tunately the organizers — including the 
infamous James Wong, timber baron 
and Minister for Tourism and Envi- 
ronment — had not counted upon the 
ability of environmentalists to dress 
up in suits and distribute counter in- 
formation right under theirnoses. The 
anti-logging brochure "Fascinating 
Malaysia" was distributed. The bro- 
chure was full of juicy information — 
about tourists being arrested and 
trashed landscapes. 

James Wong, who previously stated 
that deforestation is good for golf, was 
confronted with his crimes against the 
people and forests of Sarawak by Nitya 
Rolfe, an activist who had spent 2 
months in prison in Sarawak last year 
for her actions at the logging port of 
Kuala Baram. After a strange episode of 
distributing information to interested 
travel agents whilst being pursued by 
Malaysian mobsters unwilling to make 


With 37% of the planet's standing 
softwood timber, Russia is anxious to 
turn wood fiber into hard currency by 
sending logs to mills on the rim of the 
Pacific Ocean. 

Siberian log imports to the US are on 
hold because of a ban by the US Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS) out of concerns over a host of 
pests that could cause havoc in the 
already stressed forest ecosystem of the 
Pacific Northwest. 

APHIS, however, is considering rules to 
allow log imports from other areas in 
the Pacific that could raise similar 
concerns. The agency is asking the 
public for assistance in identifying ef- 
fective pest-elimination treatments and 
wood products that should be regu- 
lated. 

Recent disclosures that the fumi- 


a scene, the activists were forcibly re- 
moved by security. 

The next day, three Earth Firstlers 
attempted to occupy the top floor of 
the Malaysian Stall at the huge World 
Travel Market at the Earls Court Ex- 
hibition Centre. A huge crowd of po- 
tential investors gathered to see the 
fight as the Malaysian mob descended 
upon George Marshall, JakeBurbridge 
and Steve Chantel. The Malaysians 
were furious at having been upstaged 
at what is described as the main event 
in the global travel industries' calendar. 

The sympathetic Earls Court secu- 
rity didn't throw the activists out and 
didn't object to them coming back five 
minutes later so that tempers could 
cool. The ministers and businessmen, 
sensing the dollars floating away, were 
livid. After half an hour of intense 
verbal discussion and abuse, the Ma- 
laysians' security heavies surrounded 
the offending and physically removed 
them from the building. 

The action built on the success of 
earlier efforts elsewhere. The delega- 
tion had already met resistance in 
Vancouver, Canada thanks to the 
Western Canada Wilderness Commit- 
tee and by the Nepenthes Rainforest 
group in Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Although the Malaysians were the 
ones to feel the brunt of green rage, 
they were by no means the only of- 
fenders. The Indonesians, Canadians, 
Americans and many others were pro- 
moting their much abused lands as 
peaceful paradises. A visit to next 
year's World Travel Market would be 
a good opportunity for many activists 
focusing on environmental and human 
rights campaigns. 

For information about the World Travel 
Market, a copy of the "Fascinating 
Malaysia" brochure and the cooperative 
initiatives it suggests between tourists and 
the struggle please contact 
The Sarawak Solidarity Campaign c/o 
SIMBA 84 Long Lane London 
SE1 4AU 
England 

Tel: +44 71 403 2876 fax: +44 71 403 
3997 Email geo2:eicmas 


gant methyl bromide could destroy 
the ozone layer have prompted some 
to suggest that APHIS shouldn't allow 
that method of treatment. 

Experts believe that the most 
pressure for imports will be Douglas-fir 
and Monterey pine logs from planta- 
tions in New Zealand. 

APHIS is also looking at rules to 
facilitate the importation of dry bam- 
boo canes and tropical hardwoods. 

To help ensure that your written 
comments are considered, send an original 
and three copies by November 23 to Chief, 
Regidator}' Analysis and Development, 
PPD, APHIS, USDA, Room 804, Federal 
Building, 6505 Belcrest Rd., Hyattsville, 
MD 20782, refer to 
Docket Number 91-074-2. 




The Russians are Coming 


Page 29 Earth First! Yule 1992 



UK Earth First! 
Rips Scott Tissue 


By Ted Oakes 

On August 3rd 1 992 seventy human 
beings blockaded a Scott pulp mill in 
Gravesend, Kent, UK The action was 
organized by Oxford Earth First! in 
protest of Scott's production of 
unrecycled toilet paper from temperate 
North American Rainforest trees. 

Scott's mill in Gravesend is supplied 
in part by MacMillian Bloedel with 
ships arriving directly from Vancouver 
Island and the US Northwest. 

The demonstrators were met with 
a heavy (60-80) police presence, dogs, 
and riot vans, hoards of media and a 
legal injunction against participants 
and the organizers. 

The action started with a blockade 
of the main entrance to the mill, which 
was facilitated by the crowd control 
measures of the police force. In an- 
ticipation of the event, Scott Paper 
employees were given the day off and 
the mill was shut down, barring a skel- 
eton staff. Angry protesters tore down 
the posted injunction and attempted 
to gain access to the mill. Several 


people were detained by the police but 
later released without charge. 

The event was peaceful but highly 
charged because of the heavy police 
presence and the depth of feeling of 
the demonstrators. Media coverage 
included several of the national news- 
papers, BBC Radio and a three-minute 
feature on the six o'clock news (London 
and the Southeast of England) . Millions 
of people in England saw BC temperate 
giants going down to the chain saw as 
the six o'clock news played our video. 
Always give the TV people a video of 
the thing you are protesting — appar- 
ently it works! 

The total cost for security arrange- 
ments for Scott were approximately 
$100,000 US according to the news- 
paper The Guardian. The injunction 
against the organizers was recently 
struck down with legal costs being 
awarded against Scott Paper. 

For more information contact: 

Oxford Earth First! 

Box E 

34 Cowley Rd., Oxford, U.K. 


Warner Fire... 

continued from page 23 

and needles are falling to the ground to 
retain precious topsoil and replenish 
lost nutrients. Wildlife including 
spotted owls are actively reinhabiting 
the area, as well. Aggressive manage- 
ment activities such as logging and 
replanting will inevitably interfere with 
this ongoing natural recovery process 
by removing precious biomass and 
topsoil, by adding new layers of com- 
bustible fuel, by introducing non-native 
species and diseases, and by disturbing 
the wildlife with chainsaws and heli- 
copters. A friendly word of warning, 
though: beware the bait-and-switch 
strategy (i.e. Darrel is asking for alter- 
native "F" but will settle for one of the 
other lesser- volume logging plans) and 
make your demand for the NO ACTION 
Alternative known in your comment 
letters. 

The Warner project could have 
been the first step of an authentic effort 
to redirect the Agency towards eco- 
logical forestry; unfortunately, it is yet 
another textbook example of an outlaw 
agency gone far out of control. Alter- 


native "F" stands for many things, but 
it certainly doesn't stand for Forests, 
their Flora and Fauna, or our Future. 
We must do everything in our indi- 
vidual and collective powers to stop 
this precedent-setting act of ecocidal 
aggression, to make this and all other 
salvage logging proposals in Warner 
Creek an utter futility. 

The Warner Fire has become 
our warning fire: it is only by our silent 
acquiescence that the Corporate State 
can wage its war against the wild. Stand 
up and speak out — be forever Wild and 
Free! 

For more information, contact 
Southern Willamette EF! at 503-343- 
7305. Be sure to fill out and send in the 
comment card, too. 



Idaho's Cove/Mallard: Part of the Lower 48 States' Biggest 

Wilderness Area! 


By Erik Ryberg 

I have been asked to respond to a 
letter which appeared in the last issue 
of the Earth First! Journal (Samhaim). 
The author of this letter, signed "Most 
Confused Activist in the Lower 48 
States" expressed confusion about 
which is truly the largest "roadless area" 
in the lower 48, and noted that Earth 
First! has, at times, claimed such a 
distinction for more than one place. 

I believe "Most Confused" had seen 
a poster which involved the current EF! 
campaign in Central Idaho, where I 
and many others spent a good part of 
last summer. That poster called Cove/ 
Mallard the "largest" roadless area in 
the lower 48 states, which isn’t entirely 
true. 

"Roadless Area" is a legal as well as 
a descriptive term, and legally speaking, 
"Roadless Area" describes a place which 
has been inventoried by the Forest 
Service in RARE II ("Roadless Area Re- 
view and Evaluation") and which is 
greater than 5,000 acres. I do not know 
which RARE II area is the biggest any- 
more, but it probably is not either the 
Cove or the Mallard Roadless Areas, 
both of which are RARE II and which 
together comprise roughly 7 6,000 acres . 

But of course "roadless area" is a 
descriptive term as well as a legal one. 
If we take "roadless area" to mean "area 
without roads" we note that Cove and 
Mallard are bordered by the Frank 
Church River of No Return Wilderness, 
which in turn is bordered by the Gos- 
pel Hump Wilderness. All together 
they make up a place well over three 
million acres in size and without any 
roads. According to The Big Outside this 
is over 300,000 acres larger than the 
runners-up, which are in turn the giant 
complex of California's High Sierra 
Wildernesses, the Boundary Waters of 
Minnesota, and the Grand Canyon. 

It is important to note that a single 
unpaved road (which is snowed in as 
many months as it is open) separates 
this 3,000,000 acre block from the 
1,800,000 acre Selway Bitterroot Wil- 
derness. That road, called the 
"Magruder Corridor," is a disgusting 
scab which exists only to provide a 
"wilderness experience" for hundreds 
of blithering idiots on snowmobiles, 
ATV's and other stinking contraptions. 

I also would like to add, in case 
"Most Confused" remains skeptical, 


that when I say the Cove/Mallard 
"Roadless Areas" are bordered by the 
River of No Return Wilderness, I do not 
mean that their borders touch at some 
remote corner. They share a single 
border with this Wilderness for well 
over 20 miles as the crow flies, and they 
are surrounded by the Frank Church 
River of No Return to the immediate 
East, South, and very nearly to the 
West. Except for one road, they touch 
the Gospel Hump to the North, al- 
though this border is a small one. Cove/ 
Mallard describes an unprotected land 

^ \ tv 



76,000 acres in size wedged into this 
nation's largest unroaded place outside 
Alaska. 

I hope very much that "Most Con- 
fused" and others will take a moment 
to ponder the magnitude of the impor- 
tance of this area. This is one of out 
nation's last true "wildernesses" (real 
wilderness, not legislated "Wilder- 
ness"). Three or perhaps five million 
acres is what we have left with which to 
heal the Northern Rockies. From this 
spot we must somehow return to our 
continent's forests the lynx, the wol- 
verine, the Harlequin Duck, the Bull 
Trout and others. Because, truly, it's 
their continent and not ours. Not just 
ours. 

Yes, Cove/Mallard is the biggest. It 
is the biggest because it is attached to 
the Frank Church Wilderness. But we 
must not think that the wilderness 
status of the Frank Church will be ad- 


equate to protect it from the ugly, 
trainwreck future our species seems 
hell-bent upon providing. The Frank 
Church is threatened and one way it is 
threatened is by the 145 mile highway- 
system of logging roads our Forest Ser- 
vice wants to build in Cove/Mallard, to 
access the 200 future clearcuts they've 
carefully flagged and numbered. 

Our "Forest Service" is shredding 
this giant, glorious spot so fast it makes 
my head spin and my teeth hurt. It is 
obvious to anyone who cares to look 
that Cove/Mallard is one of the few 
truly huge, as 
yet intact eco- 
systems from 
which this 
planet's forests, 
deserts and 
other ecological 
systems will 
need to draw 
the critters, 
plants and 
other organ- 
isms to recover. 
And it is equally 
clear, perhaps 
more so, that 
our Forest Ser- 
vice is botching 
the job. Botch- 
ing it for all of 
us, not just for 
us humans. 

I know that every place needs de- 
fenders. But think: right now Cove/ 
Mallard is the Redwoods seventy years 
ago. The Cascades fifty years ago. Cove/ 
Mallard is what we lost in Michigan 
100 years ago, Pennsylvania before 
William Penn. It is vital that Cove/ 
Mallard not be added to the casualties. 

The term "whole" may not mean 
so much today thanks to a ruined at- 
mosphere and an impending climate 
swing, but insofar as words like "whole" 
or "intact" can apply to anything they 
apply to Cove/Mallard. For a temper- 
ate forest ecosystem Cove/Mallard is as 
healthy as we can find today on our 
planet. Unfortunately. 

"Most Confused" is right to be 
skeptical when regarding superlatives, 
and perhaps the defenders of Cove/ 
Mallard should try to relax their frantic 
tone. But we really are witnessing a 
systematic, pre-meditated, and fully 


informed decapitation of the Wild 
Rockies Bioregion. Our forests have 
been hacked and mangled beyond rec- 
ognition, their rightful occupants 
crushed and all but obliterated. But in 
Cove/Mallard and the three-million 
plus acres attached to it, there is still a 
forest. A real forest, a big wild with all 
the components. 

There simply are no superlatives 
adequate to express that, and for the 
people who know, never has there been 
an unvoicable rage or a soul-burying 
fury to compare with what we shall 
send forth if Cove/Mallard falls to the 
saws. We will be fierce. 


A Call to Action: 
Cove/Mallard 

Several activities are planned next 
summer in the Cove/Mallard area. We 
have the dedication and the know how to 
stop the destruction in its tracks, but we 
need YOU down there. 

For the more adventuresome, we 
promise you tactics. More of the old cat- 
and-mouse games, treesits, road blocks, 
lockdowns, mole patrols, demonstrations, 
street theater, arrests, media coverage, and 
etc. We feel we have some unique plans 
to try out. Bringyour imaginations and get 
involved now! 

We also have many activities on our 
agenda designed to draw out the 
recreationist in you. Plans include: an 
activist white-water raft trip down the 
Salmon River, another protest march across 
one of the nearby wildernesses, a rendez- 
vous in one of these wildernesses, more 
music in camp, a poetry contest, solar 
showers, and required R and R (rest and 
relaxation) breaks. If you are interested in 
any of these projects, lean let you in on the 
ground level of organization. Next year is 
looking very promising. We need organi- 
zational types to step forward. We are an 
equal opportunity employer. 

The contact is: 

Lost Elk 

POB 6151 

Bozeman, MT 59771 
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Wildlands Economy 





By George Wuerthner 


As Earth Firstlers we reject the societal 
notion that nature's value can be deter- 
mined by a price tag. However, we share 
the planet with unenlightened people who 
think otherwise. This article is intended to 
provide facts to rebut these folks in their 
own language. 

American society still lives with 
the myth that protecting millions of 
acres of more wilderness is counter- 
productive to economic growth. How- 
ever, such a perception is, to use the 
phrase coined by University of Mon- 
tana economics professor Thomas 
Power, "looking in the rear view mir- 
ror." Montana's economy, like that of 
much of the United States, 
is changing. Faxes, com- 
puters, rapid transporta- 
tion, and a world economy 
have changed the way we, 
and the rest of the world, 
do business. No longer is it 
necessary to rely on the 
extractive industries for so- 
called economic stability. 

Instead, there is a need to 
recognize the recent trends 
which support the fact that 
Montana's wildlands are 
more valuable standing — 
in more ways than one. 

On a global or even a national 
scale, there are few things that Mon- 
tana has to offer that are exceptional, 
aside from its wilderness qualities. You 
can grow trees faster and cut them with 
less environmental degradation in 
Georgia or east Texas. The same can be 
said about raising livestock — it takes 
an acre of land to raise a cow in Ala- 
bama vs. the 25-50 average in most of 
Montana. 

We often hear that agriculture is 
Montana's number one industry, but 
this is only true if you consider milking 
the government for subsidies an indus- 
try. In some years, as much as half of 
farmers' and ranchers' income comes 
from various government payments 
and entitlements. The only reason 


Montana's extractive industries (and 
in Montana even agriculture is an ex- 
tractive industry, losing top soil at an 
astounding rate) have been able to 
compete effectively with other regions 
of the country and the world is the 
existence of subsidies. 

For instance, a recent economic 
analysis showed that the average tim- 
ber job on the Gallatin National Forest 
in the south central part of the state 
was paid for by a taxpayer subsidy of 
$30,000 per employee. This figure did 
not account for environmental subsi- 
dies, such as degraded scenery and 
impacts on water quality and wildlife. 
(If the average waitress or waiter was 


subsidized by $30,000 these would be 
high paying jobs as well.) The same 
kinds of direct taxpayer and environ- 
mental subsidies exist in the livestock, 
farm, mining, and other industries as 
well. It's not that subsidies don't exist 
in other parts of the country or world, 
but that in terms of efficiency, these 
other regions could compete without 
them, while most of Montana's mar- 
ginal industries could not. 

Where Montana excels is in its 
abundance of wilderness and wildlife. 
Few other parts of the world have to 
offer what we are fortunate to have in 
our backyards. Furthermore, we could 
improve upon the state's attributes by 
protecting larger expanses of connected 
wildlands and restocking it with griz- 


zlies, wolves, and bison. Once estab- 
lished these lands can be self-sustain- 
ing at essentially no monetary expense 
to the taxpayer. 

There is a host of evidence that 
suggests proposals such as the Big Open 
and Buffalo Commons (both of which 
would reintroduce extirpated bison and 
other wildlife) and the Alliance for the 
Wild Rockies' 13-million-acre, five-state 
wilderness proposal are biologically 
sound, but even more importantly to 
many people, economically sound as 
well. The old refrain supported by the 
conventional economic perspective 
suggests that you can't "eat blue sky." 
But people are eating blue sky very 
effectively in Montana. Non-resident 
anglers generated $450 million of in- 
dustry output and supported over 7,000 
direct and indirect jobs according to 
new research compiled by Michael 
Yuan, a University of Montana profes- 
sor. Even more importantly, Yuan and 
his associates have found that those 
engaged in "wildlands" dependent ac- 
tivities such as nature viewing and 
backpacking spent more and stayed in 
Montana longer than visitors using 
more traditional tourism facilities. 
People don't come to Montana to golf. 
It appears that protecting wilderness, 
rather than detracting from it, does 
more for the economic opportunities 
of the state. 

In addition to the direct economic 
benefits created by wildlands tourism, 
businesses and individuals are attracted 
to the region, because of the presence 
of wilderness and wildlife. A study of 
wilderness counties and non-wilder- 
ness counties by geographers at the 
University of Idaho for that state found 
that those areas with large acreage of 
wildlands were among the fastest 
growing in the nation with 2-3 times 
the growth of non-wilderness coun- 
ties. We can easily see such a trend in 
Montana. While many eastern coun- 
ties continue to lose population, eco- 
nomic growth is occurring in western 
counties with designated wilderness. 
Wilderness designation obviously does 
not hinder either population or eco- 
nomic growth. 

Income within the extractive in- 
dustries is declining. Contrasting to 
this is growth in service sector jobs. 
Nearly all growth has been associated 
with small businesses and self-employ- 
ment. many jobs are spawned by de- 


STURGEON... 

Continued from page 29 



Turner, and Fish and Wildlife Service 
Deputy Director Richard Smith with 
illegally delaying the listing of the 
Alabama sturgeon under the Endan- 
gered Species Act . 

The legal action was filed by and 
on behalf of the Biodiversity Legal 
Foundation (BLF), a non-profit, public 
interest organization headquartered in 
Boulder, Colorado; BLF staff attorney 
and environmental activist Edward 
(Ned) W. Mudd, Jr. of Birmingham, 
Alabama; and Ray Vaughan, attorney 
for the Friends of the Alabama Sturgeon . 
The notice stated that unless Secretary 
of the Interior Lujan takes the neces- 
sary steps to list and protect the seri- 
ously imperiled Alabama sturgeon 
under the ESA within the next 60 days, 
the above-named prospective co- 
plaintiffs will file suit in federal district 
court to compel the secretary to meet 
his statutory obligations. 

"Secretary of Interior Manual Lujan 
is seriously damaging the long-term 
public interest by denying protection 
to the Alabama sturgeon that the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service acknowledges 
is approaching extinction," notes Jas- 
per Carlton of the Biodiversity Legal 
Foundation. "The Interior 
Department's foot-dragging is effec- 
tively allowing the continuing de- 


struction of the natural aquatic ecosys- 
tems upon which the Alabama stur- 
geon and many other rare and endan- 
gered species depend. The scarcity of 
this fish is a sign of broader environ- 
mental problems in these aquatic eco- 
systems." 

Through a Freedom of Information 
Act request, the BLF learned of a well- 
coordinated effort by economic inter- 
ests in Alabama and Mississippi, and 
by some members of Congress from 
these states as well, to derail the listing 
of the sturgeon under the ESA. The 
Secretary of the Interior and Director 


of the Fish and Wildlife Service appar- 
ently responded to this pressure by 
refusing to sign a listing package for 
the fish that had already been approved 
by FWS' own regional and field offices. 

Economic interests in Alabama 
have distributed distorted and inflated 
figures on the potential economic im- 
pact of listing the Alabama sturgeon as 
a way to provoke public antagonism 
against protecting this imperiled fish. 
In fact, sturgeon are usually considered 
to be a commercially valuable species. 
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pendency on the area's scenic wild 
qualities. Montana has the highest 
rate of self-employment of any state, 
and 96% of all businesses are small — a 
far more stable and desirable situation 
than relying on single, large industrial 
employers. In the Greater Yellowstone 
area for example, service sector jobs 
now contribute to over 45% of all 
personal income. At the same time, 
income from retirement and transfer 
payments from past investments 
comprise 35% of all income — more 
than twice the amount contributed by 
extractive industries. 

Montana history reflects a similar 
trend toward valuing nature. A hun- 
dred years ago, a small number of 
market hunters made a living from 
slaughtering wildlife. Eventually, 
Montanans decided that wildlife had 
greater value to all citizens, either for 
hunting or wildlife viewing, than it did 
as a source of income and jobs for a few 
market hunters. 

We are seeing a similar transfor- 
mation in the extractive industries. 
Trees are now more valuable living, or 
even as snags, than they would be as 
2x4s. Water is more valuable support- 
ing trout than growing hay for live- 
stock. Grass is more valuable growing 
bison, bighorns, and elk than cows. 
But guess which animals were given 
the majority of forage area, even on 
public lands? 

All this supports the contention 
that maximum wildlands preservation 
actually makes the best business sense 
and is the best investment in our col- 
lective economic future that we can 
make. If you want to counter economic 
growth in Montana, then continue to 
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destroy its wilderness and wildlife. But 
if you want to be competitive in the 
new global economy, protect as many 
acres of the landscape as possible. 


This case is an excellent sample of 
what would happen if economic fac- 
tors were allowed to be considered in 
the listing of an ESA candidate species. 
Monied interests could hire unethical 
private consulting firms to develop 
impact analyses that would essentially 
derail a species' listing and protection. 

As the BLF, Ned Mudd, and Ray 
Vaughan prepare their legal complaint, 
this case has the potential for being one 
of the first endangered species cases 
brought before the federal courts under 
the Clinton administration. This will 
be a litmus test indeed! 

What you can do: 

Write to John Turner, Director of 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service, 18th 
& C Streets NW, Washington, DC 
20240. Insist upon the listing of the 
Alabama sturgeon under the ESA. 

Support these legal efforts to save 
the sturgeon and its aquatic ecosys- 
tems by sending a tax-deductible con- 
tribution to the Biodiversity Legal 
Foundation, PO Box 18327, Boulder, 
CO 80308-8327. 
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Life and Death in the Mangrove 
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By Alfredo Quarto 

Mangrove forests are made up of 
diverse tree species which thrive in 
upper tidal zones along flat, sheltered 
tropical shores. The trees have evolved 
in the harsh environment of brackish 
water and changing tides. Their spe- 
cial adaptive aerial roots and salt-fil- 
tering tap roots have established rich 
and complex ecosystems. Besides pro- 
tecting vast areas of coastline from 
erosion, they are vital to inshore fish- 
eries, wood-products industries, and 
wildlife. 

In the mangrove forest, life 
abounds. One can find shorebirds, 
crab-eating monkeys, fishing cats and 
mud-skipper fish that skim across the 
swamp mud to make their way between 
water holes at low tide. The mangroves 
are the ocean's equivalent of the rain 
forest, balancing coastal ecosystems 
worldwide. Living among these once 
vast areas of coastal forests, villagers 
pass on their traditional cultures to 
their children — skills and wisdom re- 
lating to the sea, the land, and of course 
the mangrove forests. 

But time is running out for the 
mangroves and the people who live 
among them. Because of their prox- 
imity to the sea's brackish waters and 
their relatively level terrain, the man- 
grove forests are ideal locations for 
establishment of black tiger prawn 
aquaculture. They are being cleared, 
and the once self-sustaining waters and 
lands poisoned. 

"I know I have this sin on my 
conscience I may never be able to 
erase..." a small prawn farmer on the 
east coast of Thailand admitted. He 
had acted against better judgment and 
taken a chance to make quick profits at 
the cost of his neighbor's rented land. 
The 20-rai prawn farm failed, and the 
land is ruined. 

The story was the same among 
villagers on the Andaman Sea coasts. 
The fever which had struck the east 
coast was upon them, yet they were 
fearful to act. Others who had spoken 
out had felt the heavy hand of "influ- 
ential people." Billions of baht ($)are 
at stake. The land-grabbing is backed 
by certain policy-makers who share 
the money gained-from illicit land deals 
and a passing fancy: the boom and 
certain bust of black tiger prawn 
aquaculture. 

Prawn farms made their first ap- 
pearance along Asia's coasts in the 
1970's, beginning their rapid expansion 
in China, Taiwan, and South Korea. 
The annual growth rate of prawn pro- 


duction averages 25 percent, mainly in 
Asia which produces 75 percent of the 
world's prawns. Many of these early 
prawn industries have by now failed or 
are in their final stages. The ponds are 
largely abandoned, the once plentiful 
mangroves devastated. 

Business investors from these early 
enterprises, undaunted by the inevi- 
table failure of their prawn farms, 
looked further afield, to Thailand, In- 
dia, Bangladesh, the Philippines, Indo- 
nesia, and Malaysia. Prawn industries 
were also established in Ecuador, 
Panama, Mexico, and elsewhere in 
Latin America. 

Wherever the industry goes, the 
mangroves disappear as it moves on 
from failed ponds to new, unspoiled 
ground. 

The main defect in prawn aquacul- 
ture lies within the pond's waters. Fresh 
seawater must be pumped regularly 
into the ponds to keep the prawns 
healthy. The pond's fouled waters, 
which contain toxic concentrations of 
prawn excrement and the chemical 
additives used in the prawn feed and 
water treatments, must be pumped out. 
The problem is, where to place pond 
effluents without contaminating sur- 
rounding land, ground waters, and the 
sea coast itself? 

No adequate solution has been 
found, and problems with pond efflu- 
ents are mounting. In addition, salin- 
ization is poisoning the ground water, 
as well as the once productive farm- 
lands. Waste water is adversely affect- 
ing the coastal ecology, killing off the 
sea life and destroying vital fisheries. 


In time, the ponds poison themselves 
as the seawater used to recharge them 
becomes contaminated, weakening 
prawn production, until finally the 
ponds are closed. 

Even now, the prawn industry is 
moving towards new coasts in Burma, 
Cambodia, Vietnam, Yemen, and Iran. 
Businesses continue to make big prof- 
its from newly established farms. Be- 
sides the initial earnings from prawn 
production, there are profits to be made 
from selling prawn feed, water treat- 
ment additives, and equipment to small 
farm owners. 

Although the prawn industry pro- 
motes itself as a boon to local econo- 
mies, it benefits mainly the wealthy 
investors. The plight of coastal villag- 
ers was well expressed by an Ecuador- 
ian fisherman last year while being 
interviewed for a television documen- 
tary. 

"We must look for ways to defend 
ourselves and make our voices heard," 
he asserted. "We're sick and tired of 
the destruction of the mangroves. . . The 
second-biggest prawn farm in this 
country is just 100 meters from here. 
There has been large investment, but 
we haven't been taken into account. 
We haven't benefited from it... Ours is 
a fishing zone, but in five to six years, 
with the mangrove destruction, we'll 
end up with nothing..." 

Thailand suffers similarly. The east 
coast of the southern peninsula, in- 
cluding both Songkhla and Nakhon Si 
Thammarat where the prawn industry 
was established in 1986, is a virtual 
wasteland. 


Now the industry is attempting to 
establish itself on the west coast which 
still contains extensive mangrove for- 
ests and rich fisheries. For powerful 
agribusinesses and aquaculture indus- 
tries, it is "prawn business as usual." 
The industry provides a tremendous 
boost in export earnings, of course. 
Over 20 billion baht in foreign ex- 
change earnings has been generated 
since the 1980s. Nearly 160,000 tons 
of prawns were cultured in Thailand 
last year alone, 90 percent of which 
were exported, mainly to Japan and 
the US, but also to Singapore, Hong 
Kong, Europe, and Canada. 

Today, around 500,000 rai of land 
are covered by prawn farms. Many ol 
these have been closed because of pol- 
lution. In the last 30 years Thailand's 
total area of mangrove forests has de- 
creased from over 2.1 million rai to 
1 . 12 million rai. A large part of this loss 
is attributable to expansion of the 
prawn industry, which still goes 
unchecked. 

The worldwide ramifications of the 
prawn industry go far beyond the im- 
mediate and noticeable damage tc 
coastal environments. Besides the ob- 
vious loss of the mangrove forests and 
their related coastal ecologies, there 
follows what might be termed ar: 
"ethnocide" of once sustainabie coastal 
communities. 

Worldwide efforts are needed to 
restrain the profit- makers. Strict regu- 
lations protecting the mangroves and 
restricting the prawn industry are es- 
sential. But reducing world consump- 
tion of the black tiger prawn is also 
necessary. Limiting industry profits is 
a sure way to slow rampant aquacul- 
ture expansion. 

Unless we take action, the 
"rainforests of the sea" will continue tc 
disappear, coastal species will become 
extinct, and coastal communities wiL 
suffer or vanish. As one village 
headsman emotionally stated, The 
mangroves are the roots of the sea. 
Without the mangroves, the sea will 
have no meaning." We must ask our- 
selves, is this worth the luxury of put- 
ting black tiger prawn on our plates? 

The industry plans to expand its 
operations in Third World countries 
as well as dramatically increase exports 
next year — an 80% increase is planned 
in the US alone. The Mangrove Action 
Project, MAP, is being formed because 
of these mounting concerns. For more 
information write to MAP P.O. Box 
1854, Port Angeles, WA 98362-0279 


Earth First! Activist Conference: 
Shawnee National Forest 


Shawnee Earth First! of Southern 
Illinois and Shawnee Defense Fund will 
be hosting this year's Earth First! activ- 
ist conference. Dates of the conference 
are January 29th through the 31st. 
Cost for the conference will be $40 for 
meals and lodging (heated sleeping 
space and healthy, fiber rich sprout 
sandwiches for all.) Cabins will be 
assigned to those who reserve them 
first. There will also be plenty of camp- 
ing spaces far hardy Viking types. If by 
plane, your destination will be St. Louis 
International where on Thursday the 
28th the Shawnee Songbird Bus will 
await your arrival and shuttle you to 
the site. We humbly ask that those 
flying in please arrange to arrive and 
meet us on the 28th. the site is over 
two hours from the airport and we 
would like to make just one shuttle if 


possible. The bus will return to St. 
Louis on the 1 st. If by train or bus, your 
destination will be 
Carbondale, Illinois. 

You can arrive any- 
time, provided you 
have made arrange- 
ments to be picked up. 

If by automobile, then 
you must obtain the 
SECRET MAP. Maps 
will be distributed 
through the Journal 
contact list. The site is 
on private property 
and for security rea- 
sons, we ask that ALL 
participants notify us 
of their intention to 
attend. Fair warning: we will have a 
participant's list at the gate and those 



not on it will not be admitted. Fund- 
ing for transportation to the confer- 
ence has not been se- 
cured at this time. If 
funding is provided, we 
will reimburse folks as 
much as possible, but 
don't count on it. To 
make this a bonafide 
conference, the confer- 
ence committee hum- 
bly proposes that affin- 
ity group representa- 
tives and individuals 
prepare brief statements 
outlining any com- 
ments, insights, and/or 
concerns they wish to 
share regarding the 
movement. Statements will be read 
during the opening of the conference. 


If you or your group wouldn 't be caught 
dead expending the energy, time, or 
money required to attend this silly 
little function, but you would still like 
to express yourselves, please send your 
input to Shawnee EF! and we will 
present your views to the conference. 
To contact us, call Mike at (618) 549- 
7387 or Jan at (618) 564-2878 or write 
us at 913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 
62901. Onefinalnote: Yes, the rumors 
you have heard are correct. There are 
no micro-brews in the Midwest 
bioregion. So bring your own or drink 
Cooks with Real Beer Flavor like us 
poor suckers here. 
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Activist Handbook for Forest Destruction Now Available 


by Beverly Cherner 


"What is an activist? Webster's 
says, 'a person who takes a direct and 
vigorous action in support of, or in 
opposition to, one side of a contro- 
versial issue.' By definition, thatmakes 
me an activist, and I'm proud of it.... 
I'm here today to change things.... 
Some of my thoughts follow Saul 
Alinksy's line of reasoning, as expressed 
in his book, Rules for Radicals." 

Are these the inspiring words spo- 
ken at a rally of indignant leftists? 
Guess again. This noble message is 
delivered by a man from an organiza- 
tion renowned for its social conscience, 
Stone Container Corporation. If 
Alinsky were still alive, he would cer- 
tainly shun such shady company. 

Gerald Freeman is just one of the 
luminaries quoted in the comprehen- 
sive Loggers Activist Manual: An Idea 
Book on How to Influence Public Opinion 
in Your Local Community . Compiled by 
the American Forest Resource Alliance 
and the American Pulpwood Associa- 
tion, this comprehensive tome contains 
many helpful hints on public speaking, 
writing letters to the editor, cultivating 
media contacts, and influencing legis- 
lators. 

One section of the manual, entitled 
"The Group of Ten," provides descrip- 
tions about the mainstream environ- 
mental groups, listing the names and 
salaries of their top administrators. As 
number eleven, our "leaders" are listed 
as Mike Roselle and Dave Foreman 
whose salaries are "food money only." 

"While Earth First! is not one of the 
'big' mainstream environmental 
groups," the manual states, "it is 
probably the most infamous. Carrying 
out a program of terrorism, violence, 
and sabotage against loggers, timber 
companies, fishermen, and ranchers 
throughout the United States, the group 
rallies around their battle cry, 'No com- 



Keep the natural cycle of 
wood production in motion: 
Support your local 
wood supplier. 

Without him, the local landowners and wood 
producers would waste valuable time and money 
searching for the best markets, thus hampering pro- 
ductivity and causing market disruption and unstable 
delivery patterns. 

Imagine trying to grow trees without the sun or . 
the rain; that’s how difficult it would be to keep wood 
production at its current level without the services 
of the wood supplier. 

So support your local wood supplier. What he 
does is good for everyone. 


CLEARCUTTING 

Is a sound and scientifically 
recognized harvest system used to 
regenerate new stands of timber. 

Sure it’s not pretty at first, but it 
yields the highest reproduction at the 
lowest cost. 

Plus, some tree species only grow in 
full sunlight and clearcutting provides 
the most food production for wildlife. 

Clearcutting makes good forestry 
sense. 



promise in the defense of Mother Earth. ' 
This group has been responsible for 
thousands of dollars worth of damage 
to logging equipment over the last 
couple of years, along with numerous 
tree-spiking incidents. This is a dan- 
gerous organization, and their activi- 
ties in your area should be monitored 
as closely as possible." 

I called the American Pulpwood 
Association to ask about this document 
(which ain't cheap at $35 a copy) and 
spoke to Doug Domenech, one of the 
principal authors. He was very curious 
to know how the Journal obtained his 
publication. I explained that it showed 
up anonymously in the mail. "Inter- 
esting," he replied several times, 
sounding a bit worried. 

Domenech said the book was 
compiled "to provide basic communi- 
cation skills for logging contractors... 
in terms of how to write letters to the 
editor, etc., along the model of a lot of 
environmental organizations doing 
that for their members. 1 ' 

We had a nice chat. Contrary to 
the written description of Earth First! 
as a "dangerous organization," 
Domenech told me, "We actually don't 
think Earth First! is much of a threat. 
Because you define the extreme, you 
make the other groups like National 
Wildlife Federation seem moderate." 
He explained that he considers those 
groups to be the really dangerous ones 
threatening the future of logging. 

At the end of our conversation, he 
asked me, "Do you want a photo of me 
sitting on a stump?" Alas, it turned out 
he was only kidding. However, readers 
will no doubt get a good laugh out of 
the graphics from the manual, repro- 
duced on this page. 

The address of the American Pulp- 
wood Association is 1025 Vermont 
Avenue, NW, Suite 1020, Washington, 
DC 20005. Their telephone number is 
(202) 347-2900. They would love to 
hear from you. 


Green Rage in Tasmania y 

International Forest Activists Embrace Theory and Practice Down Under 





By Orin Langelle 

The first international action of 
the Native Forest Network (NFN) effec- 
tively stopped business as usual in the 
Devonport office of the Forestry Com- 
mission Tasmania (FCTAS) in 24 No- 
vember. NFN, a broad coalition of 
international non-violent activists, 
chose FCTAS as a target due to FCTAS' 
jurisdiction, and their failure to take 
responsibility, for logging on the Gog 
Range near Deloraine and the non- 
protection of Astacopsis gouldii, the 
world's largest freshwater crayfish, and 
a recognized IUCN threatened species. 

Activists dropped banners from the 
roof of FCTAS regional Working Circle 


headquarters, chained themselves to 
doors to blockade access, and dumped 
woodchips to show their outrage at 
FCTAS' blatant disregard of the habitat 
destruction of Astacopsis habitat and 
woodchip exportation to foreign mar- 
kets at the expense of the Gog. 

Before the direct action a press 
conference was held at the Deloraine 
Environment Centre, where Jim 
Nelson, a local Gog resident, presented 
to the media "Albert," an Astacopsis 
whose fellow species are endangered 
due to logging procedures on the Gog. 
Tim Cadman, NFN spokesperson, said, 
"Few people in Tasmania realise the 


global significance of the freshwater 
crayfish, and such wanton destruction 
of the habitat should be internation- 
ally condemned." Western North 
American NFN representative Randall 
Restless stated, "Areas like the Gog must 
be protected everywhere. We cannot 
afford to be parochial about forest pro- 
tection/but must realize that Native 
Forests and associated species are un- 
der siege around the world. We need 
these remaining scraps of native forest 
for the continuance of evolution, the 
protection of biodiversity, as the green 
lungs of the planet and for our own 
survival. The parallels between Tasma- 
nia and the Wild Rockies where I live 
are amazing. Both places are under 
increasing attack by the timber beast, 
and both are experiencing rising local 
activism." 

Due to FCTA's takeover in which 
the Ned Kelly Bushrangers (infamous 
Tasmanian activists who have previ- 
ously stopped a woodchip train) par- 
ticipated, Tasmanian Forest Minister 
Tony Rundall intimated that radical 
activists should be hanged. Because of 
Rundall's attack on the bushrangers, 
who he said deserved the same fate as 
Ned Kelly, Green MHA Gerry Bates 
furiously negated Rundall's accusation 
of "green terror" on the parliament 
floor and became the first house mem- 


ber since 1987 to be banned. 

The action at Devonport promised 
not only nonviolent civil disobedience 
concerning the Gog and other Austra- 
lian hot spots, but global direct action 
by NFN groups in their bioregions who 
identify the need of protection against 
corporate encroachment and destruc- 
tion. 

This action followed the first Inter- 
national Temperate Forest Conference, 
a meeting of forest activists worldwide. 
The group agreed upon a mission state- 
ment, "To protect the remaining native 
temperate forests around the world to 
ensure they can survive, flourish, and 
maintain their evolutionary potential . " 
The group is working to forge a global 
network designed to share information 
on the grassroots level, and will meet 
somewhere in North America in 1994. 

For further information contact: 
Native ForestNetwork, 112 Emu Bay Road, 
Deloraine Tasmania 7304 Australia or 
Eastern N. American Rep., Orin Langelle, 
Native Forest Network, PO Box 57 
Burlington, VT 05402 USA (802)658- 
2403 
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SEND POEMS TO: 

Warrior Poets Society 
Bancroft & Telegraph 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 94720-111 1 


Armed with Visions 

all rights reserved to the authors 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


Public Questions WHY WE’RE OUTRAGED 


no longer 

have to be answered 
private doors 
are no longer 
unable to be opened 
political phones 
though they ring 
are never 
picked up 
yet destruction 
continues 
non-stop as corporate robots 
drag stock dividends 
into courtrooms 
juried by bovine 
public servants 
in need of more hay 
monied constituents howl 
when common sense 
testifies in its own behalf 
justice indeed blind 
when it comes 
down to the planet 
beneath our feet 
the sky 

over our head. 

Keith A. Dodson 



LAKE 

the first year I was here 
they bled the lake and 
gave it a transfusion 

the second year I was here 
they isolated the beach 
to keep lake water out of 
the lake water we were in 

the third year I was here 
lakeside families with emerald lawns 
complained about all the scum 

the fourth year I was here 
sarcomas of algae effloresced 
so they decided to build a pool 

Ken Turner 


To them it’s a day of finally getdng out 
of the office, 

of taking frustrations out , 
seeing how far they can plow the 4-wheel 
through what they call “the muck” 
before they have to walk (never far) 
to electrically “zap” a creek 
and haul out stunned fish to count and tag, 
sometimes having to try to resuscitate 
a big dying steelhead 
if they didn’t know it was there 
and the charge was too much. 

Or it’s a day of excavating with heavy equipment, 
drilling, fashioning artificial pools and waterfalls 
in a cow-devastated creek, 
monotonous in their repetitious look-alike 
from one to the next as I walk down by the water, 
with rocks cabled to each other with epoxy. 

Or it’s a day for them of painting trees — 
blue for its death, orange for saving, 
according to “the prescription,” 
cutting down the patient in order to save it 
in the name of “Forest Health,” 
the markings often changed in political skirmishes 
so what trees are left bear blacked-out stripes 
across their bellies as they stand mute, waiting. 
For too many of them, it’s another day in the 
office, 

called to endless meetings deciding the fate 
of what they never get to see, 
mesmerized by radiation-field computer screens — 
statistics in neat rows, 

or daydreaming of going hunting on a holiday, 
a chance to get away and “ready to do something” 
— with the elk, the deer, the cougar, the bear 
they don’t really know. 

For me it’s a day as wonderful as in any 
famous tropical rainforest — 
small golden sweat bees scavenging from my 
living 

skin’s waste their sustenance 
after a summer lightning storm sends up puffs 
of gray, then the first leaping orange 
in the distant blue mountains, 
or a spring day of wildflowers in water-glistening 
meadows, 

finding morel mushrooms under the firs, 
looking up to see the flashing crimson 
of a pileated woodpecker as she zooms in 
to inspect me, then cries her haunting territorial 
warning. 

Or a winter day of crisp cold blue 
with clear sun 

as the elk burst out from the cover of the forest 
and my horse surges under me, 
wanting to mn with them. 

Autumn, gathering juniper berries 
and the last green mullein leaves 
for wound salves and better breathing, 
watching four pronghorns graze on the hillside at 
dusk, 

shutting my eyes for dreams under the moon 
to the joyful chorus of coyotes calling 
each other for the hunt — ■ 
and reaching me. 

5/13/92 

Rabinowitz 



Bison, Montana 

Buffalo, people 
call them, shaggy 
beasts shaking 

heads at flies, sun 
on backs, chewing 
grass, saliva 

stringing from mouths, slowly 
stepping to water troughs. These few 

hundreds once 

millions, the land theirs. Grasses 

bent to wind, dust 
from rolling 
bison, tourists roll 

down windows, lean 
far out of cars for 

pictures, no fear from 
this distance, 

not even when one takes to hoof 
to stare them down. Why 
fear such dusty 

creatures, dead to them 

these many years — they were told, 

‘Take a trip 

into history, and before 
you leave for home 

stop to eat 

the magnificent flesh 
of the prairie’s king.” 

Kevin Bezner 






**************************************************** ********** 


continued from page 3 

S F B. . . 

land. Would environmentalists support 
"better logging practices" if it meant we 
had to shell out even more money to make 
marginal timber harvests profitable for the 
timber companies, even as we have to ac- 
cept continued degradation of the forest 
ecosystem? Yet this is exactly what is 
happening on the Upper Ruby and on 
other livestock allotment conflicts in the 
West. 

George Wuerthner 


Letter to the Editor, 

Whilst flicking through the wonderful 
and witty pages of this fine publication, 
you may have noticed that Earth Firstlers 
exist on the other side of the Atlantic 
ocean. You may be wondering what a deep 
green direct action group does in the class 
riddled industrial wasteland of Britain ? 

The answer is, a lot. We're doing what 
we can to protect the last fragments of our 
natural landscape. However, we recognize 
that although we do not have any wilder- 
ness left we are very gopd, as a nation, at 
destroying other peoples. We live in a 
deforested land that's crammed with people 
immersed in a self destructive orgy of con- 
sumption. This is a root cause of the de- 
struction of the global forests - for as a 
country which provides only 20% of its 
forest products - we are inextricably linked 
with the destruction of other peoples' land. 

This October, 2 English Earth Firstlers 
were at the first international conference 
of the Taiga Rescue Network (TRN) in 
Sweden. The TRN is an international net- 
work of 110 environmental groups from 
20 countries, who together are working to 
save the last boreal forests of Canada, US, 
Scotland, Scandinavia, and Russia. The 
groups, large and small, radical and main- 
stream are determined to work at all levels 
to ensure the survival of the northern 
forests. From lobbying the UN to direct 
action in defense of the forests. From 
attacking the producer of the destructive 
forest products of timber, pulp and paper to 
weaning the consumer off the corpses of 
dead ecosystems. Since returning from 
that conference, and now being actively 
involved in the TRN we have started the 
Earth First! Temperate and Boreal Forest 
Campaign (TBFC) 

The TBFC wants to support all forest 
activists in their struggle. As a movement, 
EFIUK has already started fighting against 
the importation of tropical timbers from 
Borneo and the Amazon. Some of us are 
particularly anxious to expand this to 
temperate and boreal forests as well. Our 
initial activities have been to dissuade 
investment in corporate sleaze bags like 
Waerheauser, International Paper and Stone 
Container. We're also targeting Scott Pa- 
per for their use of Canadian old growth in 
their paper products. Yet any midnight 
walk around a timber yard, reveals our job 
has only just begun. Plum Creek, Louisi- 
ana Pacific and other notorious forest 
destroyers are all exporting sawn timber to 
Britain. We need information on shipping 
marks and routes if we are to affect the 
trade. Some of us would also like to visit the 
front line struggles. 

Please get in touch: 

Jake Burbridge Earth First! Temperate and 
Boreal Forest Campaign 
107 Manor Road, Hastings East Sussex 
TN34 3LP 

England Tel: +44 424 444048 Email 
gn:earthfirst 


Dear Mr. Roselle: 

1 am writing to you on behalf of Dave 
Foreman, one of the copyright owners of 
Ecodefense. A Guide to Monkevwrenching . 
The Mabon 1992 issue of the EF! magazine- 
carried an ad for what were described as 
bootlegged copies of Ecodefense . The ad- 
vertisement violates the rights of the copy- 
right owners and is an infringement of 
their copyright under sections SOI and 106 
(1) and (3) of Title 17, U.S. Code. These 
sections prohibit the printing or distribu- 
tion of copyrighted material without per- 
mission of the owner of the copyright. No 
permission has been given. Nor was any 
requested. 

Aside from matters of copyright you 
should know that publication and distribu- 
tion of "bootlegged" copies of the book 
could undermine a publisher's efforts to 


bring out a new edition. 

Therefore, you are requested to cease 
and desist from producing, offering for 
sale, or distributing copies of Ecodefense, 
other than publishers' copies. 

Very truly yours, 

Carol E. Jones 


Dear SFB, 

How come no one listened to Henry? 
Old Thoreau was a pretty decent chap but 
not a soul heard what he had to say. The 
greedheads and their mad machines cer- 
tainly didn't but what's worse is that the 
environmental movement didn't either. 
The multinational-corporate, military, in- 
dustrial, technological flimflam- obviously 
ignored Thoreau but we blew him off too. 
We caught his ecological values but missed 
a way he suggests to fight for them. 

Last summer in Oregon I told my friend 
Steven that the Forest Service uses our 
money, our taxes, to butcher our forests. 
Steve-o simply told me, as Thoreau would 
have, "Well then don't pay them." So, as 
I've grown weary of appeals and lock downs, 
I've decided to take the idea of tax resis- 
tance and run with it. If any of you eco- 
slackers out there still have jobs in the fake 
world (well, there may be one or two) I 
would like to invite and encourage you to 
join me. 

Tax resistance would open up a new 
and needed front in the war for the woods. 
It would take the fight to the big bureau- 
crats. There is a benefit for the timber 
industry and the Forest Service from lock 
downs, tree sits, marches, and blockades. 
These activities are good and necessary and 
I will continue to participate in them but 
often they force us into a bad situation: 
Environmentalists vs. loggers. The old di- 
vide and conquer tactic. We are fighting 
their peons, not them, and while these vital 
actions stand up for wilderness, get media 
attention, and make the compromisers look 
like the compromisers they are these ac- 
tions have a small side effect. The Freddies 
and timber beasts have us fighting the 
wood products workers. We should be in 
union with these folks, fighting the powers 
that be. Tax resistance would take the 
battle away from the innocent foot soldiers 
in this war and to the generals. Where wars 
belong. 

Here's the plan. I have created a frame- 
work list of demands. When April 15th 
hits, we refuse to pay the portion of our 
taxes that goes to the Forest Service, about 
.16% (about a fifth of a penny for every 
dollar). Feels powerful, don't it? The IRS 
will then inform us that they have disal- 
lowed this deduction (probably about a 
dime if your income is like mine) and assess 
us this additional tax, a penalty, and interest. 
The IRS is required to send a notice of 
deficiency, giving us 90 days to petition the 
US tax Court for redetermination of their 
assessment. It is likely they won't see 
things our way. We will then continue to 
refuse to pay until our demands are met. 
Arrests are likely and should take place on 
timber sale sites in National Forests. Then 
we sell ourselves and our sob, hunger-strik- 
ing jail stories to the media. Hopefully Joe 
and Judy America come to realize their 
taxes are funding the destruction of their 
own forests. 

The Forest Service and the IRS can be 
wily, though, and may see through this 
scam. This and the small amount of money 
withheld (I'm hoping, if we can get enough 
people involved, we can withhold a whole 
dollar)may cause them not to take action. 
In this case we win and encourage more 
resistance and, perhaps, still sell the story. 
In the other scenario they get a mess of bad 
press and we win again. Obviously I can't 
print all the details. If you want more 
information or want to join on contact me 
at: 

Ron Constable 

Stove Pipe Wells Village 

Death Valley, CA 92328 


Dear SFB, 

I would like to express my outrage at 
an article which was printed in the Nov. 2 
issue of the Earth First Journal. The article 
was called, “When Stars Have Eyes, Activ- 
ists Destroy Surveillance Satellite." It de- 
scribed an incident that occurred on May 
10, when Plowshare activists Peter 


Lumsdaine and Keith Kj oiler broke into a 
"clean room" at Rockwell International and 
tried to destroy a Navstar Satellite. 

Not only was the article full of un- 
truths, but the activist's did a lot of unnec- 
essary damage to the GPS system and the 
environmental movement as a whole. 

1 am intimately familiar with the Glo- 
bal Positioning System, having served four 
years as a navigator in the US Navy. I have 
also had used the civilian version of GPS on 
numerous occasions. The Global Posi- 
tioning System and the Navstar satellites 
which make up the main component of the 
system does one thing and one thing only: 
It provides a receiving station with a very 
accurate means of determining its own 
position. To call it a surveillance satellite is 
completely ludicrous. It has absolutely no 
surveillance capabilities whatsoever. 

While one of the intended users is the 
military, and they do 
receive more accurate positions, they are 
certainly not the only users, nor are they 
the majority. Civilians world-wide use the 
system, because it is the most accurate and 
reliable available. The system is also com- 
pletely passive. It provides no means of 
establishing another persons position. To 
say that "Navstar lets the invaders know 
exactly where [peasant guerrillas or civilian 
refugees] are” is completely untrue. 

You also stated that "Navstar is a tar- 
geting system. Receivers are attached to 
cruise missiles, 6-inch artillery shells, planes, 
tanks and Jeeps." This is also inaccurate. 
Cruise missiles use down-looking radar and 
an inertial guidance system. They do not 
use GPS. 6-inch artillery shells are not 
guided. Planes, tanks and Jeeps do some- 
times use GPS, but only as a means of 
establishing their position. They also use 
Loran, Omega, radar and celestial naviga- 
tion methods. Would you advocate de- 
stroying those as well? That would cer- 
tainly be a blow to the millions of boaters, 
pilots and cartographers worldwide. 

Another statement was, "Some large 
corporations do want to use it to map and 
exploit third-world resources." Again, the 
only thing GPS does is give an accurate 
position. To state that the corporations 
want to use it is like saying they also want 
to use charts, compasses and rulers. They 
also breathe air, so shall we destroy that as 
well? In the same sentence you state, "it 
was never designed for civilian use. " This is 
a blatant lie. Some of the first GPS receivers 
used were for civilians. 

It is these kind of inaccuracies, un- 
truths and lies which destroys any credibility 
the environmental movement has. If it 
had been a surveillance satellite they 
damaged, I'd be cheering them along, but it 
wasn't. Some simple research would have 
shown them that. To continue to take 
these kinds of uninformed and irresponsible 
actions will end up destroying everything 
the rest of us have worked hard for. 

Mark S. Nelson 

McKinleyville, CA 


Dear SFB, 

For almost fifteen years I have lived 
and taught school out at the end of the 
Yukon River in Alaska. It's a very long ways 
from "civilization'' as you know it, and I 
have often felt disassociated from the rest 
of the world. I live in a Yupifc Eskimo village 
which is located in what many think to be 
untrammeled wilderness. Not necessarily 
true. There's a lot of wonder-country around 
here, but very few animals ever remain in 
the vicinity for fear of being reduced to 
dead meat. Granted, people need to eat, 
but it's gone beyond this. Where the elders 
used to respect the spirit of the animals 
they needed for food, now all of that has 
been forgotten and people shoot to kill at 
everything that moves and often just leave 
the carcasses of animals like brown bear in 
a heap to rot! It's difficult being a naturalist 
out here. Sometimes I wonder if I'm even 
on the right track. 

This is why I enjoy your journal so 
much. It puts things in perspective for me 
and allows a form of passive communica- 
tion with others who believe as I do. More 
importantly, it reinforces my own views 
which are so aptly expressed by other Earth 
Firstlers in the journal, that all life on this 
Earth ship of ours is sacred and our moral 
obligation is to protect it by all available 
means. 


Keep the papers coming! And, as Ed 
Abbey said, "Joy and courage, shipmates!" 
Frank Keim 
Marshall, AK 


Dear Earth First! Journal, 

One of the ways the FBI divides the 
movement is to spread false and poten- 
tially damaging rumors about activists, 
sometimes even long after they've drifted 
out of radical activities and taken up main- 
stream lives. This is done to scare potential 
activists away from taking a stand now for 
fear of what might happen later — sort of like 
the way your mother warned you about 
how getting a tattoo or police record when 
you were 17 would prevent you from get- 
ting a good job or living a normal life (like 
theirs) when you were older (and presum- 
ably wiser, like them). These allegations 
and misinformation are intended to em- 
barrass, discredit and confuse the individu- 
als and their families, co-workers and 
friends. The best way, of course, to combat 
such tactics is by dealing with them openly 
and setting the public record straight. To 
that end, then, I wish to quell all ludicrous 
talk of me becoming a Christian and want- 
ing to nail people to trees to "save" them 
(the trees, that is). When it comes to 
religion — any of them — I'm of the senti- 
ment of the Spanish anarchists of the '30s 
who, during the revolution there, attacked 
priests and burned churches with an ardor 
equaled only by that bestowed upon politi- 
cians and government buildings. Besides, 
the last thing 1 want is more metal in trees. 
Ruins the teeth on my sawmill blades and 
wastes valuable production time. And it 
could be dangerous! Now that I operate my 
own sawmill and lumber business I view 
tree spiking very differently. I do not en- 
dorse nailing religious zealots to trees (rope 
is another matter), nor have I "accepted" 
any dead messiahs as my "savior." (How- 
ever, a few thousand dollars in venture 
capital would go a long ways right now.) 
Let this set the record straight and be a 
reminder to always be wary of provocateurs 
out to cause trouble and confuse people. 
Live awhile, then die, 

Mike Jakubal 


Dear EF! Journal, 

Hey! It is Oxford EF! (U.K.) here trying 
to make contact with intelligent life forms. 

Some of our crew were a bit concerned 
over two of the T-shirt designs advertised 
on page 37 'Trinket and Snake Oil' section 
of the Mabon edition of the Journal. Two 
of these designs look like they were inspired 
by the art of the Weimar Republic. 'No 
Fucking Compromise’ has a skull on 
monkey wrench 3rd Reich style eagle wings. 
'No Deal Assholes' has similar elements. 
While we appreciate the need to shock , 
these items almost sent our German EF! 
guests packing. Any chance of getting 
these designs replaced? 

That being said we luv the Journal and 
thought we should send our appreciation. 
We have been using copies of the Journal as 
an all in one campaign kit. Keep' em 
coming - we especially love the cartoons. 

If you are looking for actions to report 
on you might like to look at the conference 
Web:forest for the recent report on the EF! 
U.K. demo against Scott Paper's destruc- 
tion of North American temperate 
rainforests. 

Much Love, 

Umingmak 

P.S. Oxford now has three EF! groups in- 
cluding the Oxford University Earth First! 
Society - thought you'd love that one. Please 
let me know if we can help you with your 
fight for the ancient forests. 

Dear SFB, 

A good way to let the Alaskan Division 
of Tourism know what you think of the 
proposed wolf kill is to call Alaskan Airlines 
(800-426-0333), & reserve a seat or two. 
Call & cancel right before the flight, ex- 
plaining your reason for boycotting the 
Alaskan tourism industry. 

Editor's note: See article on front page for 
details on the Alaskan wolf kill 
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Announcements 


Tour 

Announced 

Dana Lyons, Lone Wolf Circles and the 
Howling Gonzo Orchestra present 
"TURN OF THE WRENCH" album re- 
lease tour USA 1993. 

A nation wide-tour organizing to save 
the ozone layer by promoting a boycott 
of and actions against CFC producer 
Seagrams-DuPont. 

From sensitive ballads and stories to 
hard driving guitar/conga eco- rock-and- 
roll, Dana Lyons, Lone Wolf Circles and 
The Howling Gonzo Orchestra will get 
everyone on their feet celebrating life 
and inspired to shut down the neigh- 
borhood CFC plant. Dana and Wolf 
have toured the US and around the 
worldinsupportofmanyenvironmental 
struggles. 

Tour overview: 

The TURN OF THE WRENCH 1993 USA 
TOUR will conduct a three week tour 
segment in five regions of the US. Each 
tour segment will close with a weekend 
rendezvous in a beautiful place near an 
ozone destroying facility. The Monday 
after the rendezvous will be a non-vio- 
lent direct-action at the DuPont related 
facility. 

The Ozone Campaign: 

Karen Lohr of North Carolina will be 
coordinating the ozone campaign as 
well as tour promotion and media. She 
will be assisted by Lisa Beal, Andre 
Carothers and the infamous RADIATION 
SUIT RANGERS!. .."The fashion state- 
ment in a toxic world." 

TENTATIVE TOUR SCHEDULE: 
Northwest (WA, OR, Northern CA): 
March 

Southwest & Rockies (Southern CA, AZ, 
NM, TX, CO, MT): , 

April & May 
Northeast & Midwest: 

September & October 
Southeast: 

November 

We need your help setting up shows: 

If you are interested in organizing or 
helping promote a show in your town 
or at your college please write to: 

Dana Lyons 
P.O. Box 2627 
Bellingham, WA 98227 


&I6 Seated MouNTAitJ , 


Direct Action Manual: A Call for Articles Fiji Needs Info 


San Francisco Bay Area anarchists 
are initiating a continental-wide effort 
to write and produce a manual for 
direct action and street protest geared 
to the conditions of the 1990's. 

One of the primary goals of this 
Direct Action Manual is to draw on the 
collective experience and knowledge 
of North American anti-authoritarians 
and radicals who have been active in 
the streets, neighborhoods, and cities 
during the last several years and to 
impart this useful information to oth- 
ers in the form of a handbook. 

The Web Collective, a group that 
since January puts out The Web, a local 
Bay Area anarchist newsletter, is coor- 
dinating the project and is urging 
people from all over North America to 
support it. 

There are some contemporary ex- 
amples of direct action handbooks 
written in North America from which 
it is possible to glean information and 
use as models. These publications 
contain interesting and useful material 
on subjects such as affinity groups, 
group dynamics, consensus decision- 
making, and organizational structure. 
However, a common thread that runs 
through all of these writings, and one 
that this project will make a departure 
from, is the ideology of non-violence. 
This Direct Action Manual seeks to 
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encompass a wide range of tactics and 
will not eschew militancy. In addition, 
the intention is that this manual not 
be written from the perspective of a 
specific action, issue, or geographical 
area, but be written so that it can be 
broadly interpreted and applied in a 
number of situations. 

A preliminary outline is now being 
circulated. Contributors are encour- 
aged to send their comments on the 
project itself, criticisms of the outline, 
ideas for additional subject areas and 
any drafts of finished copy for inclusion 
in the manual. The general categories 
now in the outline include: Introduc- 
tion; Organizing the Group; Coalition 
Building; Pre-Action Planning; Dem- 
onstrations; Street Tactics; Direct Ac- 
tion; The Legal System; Agents of Re- 
pression; "The Movement"; Regional 
Networks; Creating a Spectacle; Our 
Own Media; Tools for the Revolution. 

The project is just beginning. There 
is still plenty of room for both con- 
structive and deconstructive criticism. 
The Web Collective would appreciate 
receiving feedback. Send a SASE to The 
Web Collective, P.O. Box 40890, San 
Francisco, CA 94110 for a copy of the 
preliminary outline or for suggestions, 
ideas, and especially draft submissions 
for the manual. Please send longer 
submissions on a Macintosh disk. 


JANUARY 




The newly formed environmental 
group Ocean, has written from the 
South Pacific island of Fiji in hopes of 
connecting with folks here in the states 
that are willing to keep them abreast of 
issues, particularly those that are rel- 
evant to what is happening in the 
Pacific. They are about to launch a 
turtle protection campaign as their pilot 
project. Access to information is very 
limited and what they do recieve is 
usual ly quite dated, So please keep them 
posted. Oceania Conservation and Envi- 
ronmental Awamess Network. P.O. Pox 
2089, Govt. Buildings, Suva. Fiji. 



Mt. Graham 1993 Calendar Now Available 
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Arizona Earth First! has published a 1993 Mt. Graham wall calendar. The poemoniyjto 
calendar features daily phases of the moon, original artwork, photographs and 400 South #3< 
a detailed history of the ongoing campaign to prevent the University of Arizona 1 1 (801) 3 

from installing a $200 million complex of telescopes on Mt. Graham. (See article Poets reta: 

on Mt. Graham on page 4). guidlines and 

Proceeds from sales of the calendar will help finance the 1993 Round River ners < sen( ^ SA! 
Rendezvous at Mt. Graham. Each calendar sells for $6, or $5 for orders of two or poems will be 
more. Order from Arizona Earth First! (checks should be made out to AZEF!), be postmarke< 

PO Box 3412 Tucson, Arizona 85722 , 

/concerned singles newsletter^ 

' links compatible singles who care about ' 
the earth, the environment, 

VSL? and a healthy society. 

National and international membership, 
i All ages. Since 1984. Free sample: i 
V Box 555-B, Stoc kb ridge, MA 01262. J 


Eigth Annual 
Poetry 
Contest 


All poets are invited to participate 
in an exciting competition sponsored 
by the Utah Wilderness Association. 
In an effort to enhance the body of 
modern wilderness poetry, they are 
seeking unpublished poetry related to 
the theme of wilderness, its spiritual 
nature or any of the preceding themes . 
A prize of $100.00 will be awarded to 
the winning poet. The winning poem 
and five honorable mentions will be 
reprinted in a special spring 1993 
centerfold of the UWA Review and wil I 
be circulated throughout the West in 
June. 

Contest Rules 

Poems must not exceed 40 lines, 
may be in any style and must be lim- 
ited to the themes above. No more 
than three poems may be entered be- 
any poet. Each poem must be accom- 
panied by any entry fee of $3.00. Send 
two copies of each poem (one must 
include your name, address and phone 
number; the second must contain the 
poem only) toPOETRY/UWA, 455 East 
400 South #306, Salt Lake City, Utah 
84111 (801) 359-1337 

Poets retain all rights. Forjudges' 
guidlines and/or notification of win- 
ners, send SASE to address above. No 
poems will be returned. Poems must 
be postmarked by Feburary 15, 1993. 



Queen Salmon Tour 


From the remote Mattole Valley of 
northern California, the theater group 
Human Nature has combined music, 
comedy and dance to tell the all-too- 
real story about the decline of the 
salmon. The Mattole Valley has been 
the scene of one of the most compre- 
hensive and effective efforts at water- 
shed restoration. It is this commitment 
to the watershed that has inspired the 
production of Queen Salmon. 

Queen Salmon is a biologically 
explicit musical comedy for people of 
several species. It is one of the most 
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entertaining ecology lessons you will 
ever encounter. 

The production had a successful 
tour through northern California in 
1991 and returns in 1993 with a revised 
and refined show. The previous tour 
proved to be a positive and effective 
tool to help overcome the intense po- 
larization in Pacific Northwest 
communites over timber, owls and 
salmon. 

For further information, contact 
David Simpson, Jane Lapiner or Mickey 
Dulas at (707) 629-3670. 


Tour Schedule 


January 15-17 Mateel Community Center, Redwood, CA 
January 21-23 Humboldt State University, Areata, CA 
January 29-30 Hult Center, Eugene, OR 
February 5-6 Portland Civic Theater, Portland, OR 
February 9 Issaquah (tentative) 

February 12-13 On the Boards, Seattle, WA 
February 19-20 Conestoga Theater, Ashland, OR 
Feb. 24-28 & March 4-7 Julia Morgan Theater, Berkeley. CA 
March 12 Bolinas, CA (tentative) 

March 14 Sonoma County, CA (tentative) 

March 18 Sacramento, CA (tentative) 

March 20 Petrolia, CA (tentative) 








Earth First! Trinkets 6 Snake Oil 


BUMPERSTICKERS 

$1 each, unless otherwise noted 


American Wilderness: 

Love it or Leave it Alone 
Another Mormon on Drugs 
Anti-grazing assortment 
(on cheap paper, $l/doz) 

Boycott Coors "Beer" 

Damn the Corps Not Rivers 
Darwin 
Desert Raper 
(on cheap paper, .50 ea) 

Developers Go Build in Hell 
(on cheap paper, .50 ea) 

Don't Like Environmentalists? 

Put Them Out of Work 
Dream Back the Bison, Sing Back the 
Swan 

Earth First! 

Eschew Surplusage 
Fight The Power! 

Hay duke Lives! 

Hunt Cows, Not Bears 
Hunters: Did a Cow Get Your Elk? 

I'd Rather Be Monkeywrenching 
If Your Pecker Was as Small as Mine, 
You'd need a Muscle Wagon, Too 
(on cheap paper, .50 ea) 

I'll Take My Beef Poached, Thanks 
Love Your Mother, Don't Become 
One 

Muir Power To You (.50 ea) 

Native 

Nature Bats Last 
Not Politically Correct 
Oil and Bears Don't Mix 
Pay Your Rent, Work For The Earth 
Pregnancy: Just Another Deadly 
Sexually Transmitted Disease 
Rescue the Rainforest 
Resist Much, Obey Little 
Save the Yellowstone Grizzly (.50 ea) 
Save the Wild 
Stop the Forest Service, 

Save Our Wild Country 
Stop Clearcutting 

Stop Clearcutting (on cheap paper, . 
.50 ea) 

Subvert the Dominant Paradigm 
Think Globally, Act Locally 
Visualize Industrial Collapse 
Wolves, Not Cows 


WINDOW STICKERS 
Earth First! Fist 4/$l 
No Cows 6/$l 

SILENT AGITATORS 

EF! Fist 30/$ 1.50 
Boycott Coors 10/$ 1.50 
EF! Tools 30/$1.50 
No Deal, Assholes 30/$ 1.50 

PATCHES 
EF! Fist $3.50 
Earth Police $3 


CAPS 

Woodland Camo $10 
Desert Camo $ 10 
Tan $10 

Green Camo w/ white fist $10 


SAVE 

THE YELLOWSTONE 

k GRIZZLY t 



EARTH FIRST! POB SS71 Tucson, AZ 857«1 


T-SHIRTS 
All 100% cotton. 


EF! Fist 

Short slv, black on green, all sizes $11 
Short slv, black on red, all sizes $ 1 1 
Short slv, multi-color on black, L&XL, 
$12 

Short slv, green on unbleached or- 
ganic L&XL$12 
Defend the Wilderness 
Short slv, black, all sizes $ 1 1 
Long slv, black, all sizes $13 
Free the Earth 

Short slv, turquoise, all sizes $12 

Short slv, lavender, S $6 

Short slv, fuchsia, S $6 

No Fucking Compromise 

Short slv, white on black, M,L&XL $11 

Don't Tread on Me 

Short slv, unbleached organic, L&XL 

$14 

Short slv, watermelon, S $6 
Short slv, black L&XL $12 
EF! Tools 

Short slv, unbleached organic, 

M, L&XL $12 
Short slv, tan, S $6 
Short slv, blue, S $6 
Griz and Cubs 
Short slv, It. blue, S $6 
Long slv, It. blue, S $6 
Canyon Frog 
Short slv, gray, S $6 



MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

Make checks out to EARTH FIRST! 
PO Box 5176, Missoula MT 59806 


Allow four weeks for delivery. Please contact us if it 
has not been received by that time. (406) 728-8114 
Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 



J NAME_ 

STREET 

CITY STATE ZIP. 


TOTAL 


Amount 
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Earth First! Music 


Austin Lounge Lizards Creatures from the Black 
Saloon $9; Highway Cafe of the Damned $9 
Lone Wolf Circles Full Circle $10; 

Tierra Primera! $10 

Lone Wolf Circles and Friends Oikos $10 
Darryl Chemev Timber $10; 

They Sure Don't Make Hippies 
Like They Used To $10. 

Citizen 's Band Pocket Full of Rocks $ 1 0; 

Smash the State (and Have a Nice Day) $10 
Alice DiMicele It's a Miracle $10; Searching 
$10; Make a Change $10; Too Controversial $10. 
Robert Hoyt As American as You $10 
Scotty Johnson Century of Fools $10 
Greg Keeler Songs of Fishing, Sheep & Guns in 
MT $9; Talking Sweet Bye & Bye $9; 

Bad Science Fiction $9; Post-Modern Blues $9; 
Enquiring Minds $9 

Katie Lee Fenced $ 1 0; Colorado River Songs $ 1 0 
Dana Lyons Our State is a Dumpsite $6; 
Animal $10 

Dana Lyons and John Seed 

At Night They Howl at the Moon $ 1 1 
Beth McIntosh Fire & Sage $10; 

Grizzlies Walking Upright $10 

Peg Millet Gentle Warrior $10 

Bill Oliver Texas Oasis $10 

Bill Oliver & Friends Better Things to Do $10 

Cecelia Ostrow All Life is Equal $8 

Rainforest Information Centre Nightcap $10 

Joanne Rand Home $10; Choosing Sides $10' 

Live $ 1 0. 

John Seed, Bahloo & Friends Earth First! $9 

John Seed Deep Ecology $ 10 

John Sirkis The Wild West $9 

Gary Snyder & Paul Winter Turtle Island $ 12. 

Voices of the New Ecology 

Only One Earth $12 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz Forever Wild $10; 

Spirit is Still on the Run $10; 

Listen to the Earth $ 1 0; A Kid for the Wild $ 1 0 
Glen Waldeck Wreckin' Ball Waldeck $10 
The Wallys Rainforest Roadshow $10 


New! 


Searching is the latest title from Alice 
DiMicele, the singer-songwriter 
extraordinaire from the coast of Or- 
egon. Alice toured with the Earth 
First! United Kingdom tour in 1992, 
and is a highly-regarded performer 
up and down the coast. Activists 
around the world have heard Alice's 
clear and powerful voice call for ac- 
tion in defense of the earth. This 
production includes In A World, 
Moonrise and Emotion, Safe Tonight, 
Lift Us Up, Everything, Thoms and 
Brambles, Land of Broken Promises, 
Defend the Earth, That Sweetness and 
the title track. Available in tape form 
for $10. (Alice also produces a CD 
version.) 


Pulitzer Prize-winning poet and 
bioregionalist Gary Snyder reads 
from his work to the backdrop of 
earthmusic from the Paul Winter 
Consort in Turtle Island, available for 
$12 from the Earth First! Journal. 
From his home in the Sierras, Gary 
sends forth his message to remind us 
that all of us —all species — coinhabit 
this Turtle Island, with Prayer for the 
Great Family; Magpie's Song; True 
Night; Tomorrow 's Song; Songto Gaia; 
Toward Climax; Mother Earth: Her 
Whales; As for Poets; The Blue Sky; 
For the Children; For All. 







CLEARCUTTINC 


The latest addition to the fine line of 
Earth First! paraphenalia: flexible 
magnets. Keep those all-important bits 
of clipped out inspiration held firmly to 
your refrigerator. $1.50 each. 



EARTH FIRST! 


POB 5871 Tucson. AZ 85703 



Earth, f&\ First! 


PREGNANCY; ANOTHER DEADLY 
SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE 




PO Box 5176 Missoula. MT 59806 
406-728-8114 


EARTH FIRST! 


P.O. BOX 5176 • MISSOULA, MT 59B06 


I 1 

EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 

Clip atid send to: Earth First! Journal PO Box 5176, Missoula, MT 59806 


$20 

Low Income 


$25 

Regular rate 


$35 

First Class Mail 
US, Canada or Mexico 


$35 $45 

♦ 

Surface Mail, International Air Mail, International 

Name 

Address 

City 


State 


Countr y Z IP 


The Earth First! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. If you use an alias, make sure 
that the post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that 
name, or it may not be delivered. We don't trade lists either. 


Subscribe! 

to the Earth First! Journal 
and get eight issues of 
action packed, 
radical kick ass 
environmental extremism 
delivered straight 
to your door! 


Gift 
Subscriptions 
Introduce others to 
EF! and receive a 
free bumpersticker. 
Indicate address 
on coupon 
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Canada 

Alberta 

Wild Alberta EF! 

Box 61245 

Brentwood Postal NW 
Calgery AB T2L 2K6 

British Columbia 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053 

Kamloops, BC V2C 6112 

Terra Prima/W Canada EF! 

A5 1720 Douglas St. 

Victoria, BC V8W 2G7 
(604) 383-5763 

Vancouver EF! 

Box 21521 

1850 Commercial Drive 
Vancouver, BC V5N 4A0 

Ontario 

EF! Ottawa 
Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, ONT K1S 5H8 
Quebec 
EF! Montreal 
BP 42048 CPJ-Mance 
Montreal Quebec H2W 2T3 


Mexico 

Mexico City EF! 

Joe Keenan 
Apdo. Postal 22-146 
14000 Mexico DF 
(5) 665-1610 


Alaska 
Alaska EF! 

Wally World 
Michael Lewsis 
POB 670647 
Chugiak, AK 99567 

Arizona 

Phoenix EF! 

Mike or Terri 
POB 8795 
Phoenix, A Z 85066 
(602) 276-2849 
Tucson EF! 

AZEFI Newsletter 
POB 3412 
Tucson, AZ 85722 
Arizona Wildlands 
Environmental Museum 
Steve Lesjak, POB 24988 
Tempe, AZ 85285 

California 

Volcano EF! 

J. Sten Layman 
POB 1475 

Sutter Creek, CA 95685 
(209) 223-2965 
Glenn M. Brown 
1801 Sonoma St. #381 
Vallejo, CA 94590 
Bay Area EF! 

Bay Area Hotline 
(415) 949-0575 
Karen Pickett 
POB 83 

Canyon, CA 945 IS 
North Coast EF! 

Randy Ghent 
POB 4796 

Areata, Ecotopia 95521 
(707) 839-5847 



EF! Projects 

Carmageddon 
c/o EF! United Kingdom 
9 Cazenove Rd 
London N16 6PA UK 
EF! Biodiversity Project 
POB 3132 

Boulder, CO 80307-3132 
EF! Direct Action Fund 
POB 210 

Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329 FAX 631-7958 
EF! Eco-Videographe/EGR 8r 
EF! Genetic Alert 
POB 2182 
Berkely, CA 94702 
EF! Grizzly Bear Task Force 
POB 6151 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
Canadian Grizzly Bear TF 
Box 61245 

Brentwood Postal NW 
Calgary AB T2L 2K6 
EF! Journal 
POB 5176 

Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 728-8114 
EFIRancliing Task Force 
POB 5784 
Tucson, AZ 85703 
(602) 758-3137 


EF! River Defense 
Task Force 
POB 60164 
Seattle WA 98160 
(206)521-3691 
Fund for Wild Nature 
POB 1683 

Corvallis, OR 97339 
Hunt Saboteurs 
BWAPI 
POB 67121 

Scotts Valley, CA9S067 
(408) 437-8631 
Oeans Task Force 
c/o Ridley 

300 Broadway STE-28 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
Predator Project 
POB 6733 

Bozeman, MT 59771 
(406) 587-3389 
Riparian Action Faction 
Box 1142 
lotus, CA 95651 
(916)541-1622 
SEACret 
POB 117$ 

Newark, DE 19715 
(302) 368-3736 


San Francisco EF! 

POB 411233 

San Francisco, CA 94141 
(408) 425-8094 

Lifcweb — 

POB 20803 
San Jose, CA 95160 
Santa Cruz F.F! 

Karen DeBraal 
POB 344 

Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-8094 
Orange County F.F! 

POB 28318 
Santa Ana, CA 92799 
Lake Tahoe EF! 

Bill Peterson 
POB 8934 

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96158 
Tahoe EF! 

POB 613077 

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96152 
(916) 541-0465 
Mike Saltz, Jr 
Western Wolves Infoletter 
18032-C Lemon Dr #127 
Yorba Linda, CA 92686 
Dave Wheeler 
POB 1398 

Sugarloaf, CA 92386 
(714) 585-7160 
Coyote Creek Greens 
POB 1521 
Cypress, CA 90630 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381 

North Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 33663 
San Diego, CA 92163 
Colorado 

Walkabout 
POB 1166 
Boulder, CO 80306 
Scott Sala 
1141 Emerson St. 

Denver, CO 80218 
Gunnison F.F1 

Gretchen Ulrich/Dewey Groover 
POB 5916WSC 
Gunnison, CO 81231 
(303)943-2354 
San Juan EF! 

Dan Johnson 
POB 3204 

Durango, CO 81302 
(303) 385-4518 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101 
Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
The Wild Ranch Review 
c/o Tim Haugen 
PO B 81 

Gulnare, CO 81042 
Lee Turner 

POB 1025 " Elizabeth#!'. 21 7 
Fort CoMb - ■ uttu521 
(.30.3) 4“ ! .•-«) 

Kirsten Atkins 
POB 592 

Crested Butte, CO 81224 
(303) .349-1.349 



Florida 

Big Bend EF! 

Mary Allgire 
POB 20582 
Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Perdido Bay F.F! 

Corbin McMulin 
410 W Blount St 
Pensacola, FL 32501 
Florida EF! 

Wiregrass 
POB 13864 
Gainesville, FL 32604 
Pan 

c/o 1507 Edgevale Rd 
Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
Big Cypress EF! 

1938 Hollywood Blvd, 2nd fl. 
Hollywood, FL 33020 

Georgia 

Students for Env. Awareness 
Tate Student Center, U of GA 
Athens, GA 30602 
Kids for Konservation 
POB 885 

Athens, GA 30601 
Paul Beck 
3654 Old Ferry Rd 
Martinez, GA 30907 
(404) 855-6426 
Hawaii 

Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031 

Makawao, HI 96768 
(808) 572-2546 

Illinois 

Chicago F.F! 

POB 6424 
Evanston, IL 60204 
Great Lakes EFI 
Don Luebbert 
4435 Highland 
Downers Grove, IL 60515 
(708) 969-2361 
Southern Illinois EFI 
POB 90 

Glen Carbon, IL 62034 
(618) 692-3246 
Shawnee F.F! 

913 S. Illinois 
Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 
Iowa 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

Hal Rowe 
POB 305 

Iowa City, IA 52244 
(319) 354-6674 

Kentucky 

Erik Dellahousay 
455 F.d Howe Rd 
Munfordviile, KY 42765 
(502) 5.31-6703 
Maine 
Maine EFI 
Billi Barker 
POB 507 

North Waterboro, ME 04061 
(207) 247-4112 


irst! Directory 


Solon F.F! 

Michael Vernon 
RFD 1 Box 4025 
Solon, ME 04979 

Maryland 

Chesapeake EF! 

POB 184 

Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732 
(301) 855-4241 
Anacostia EF! 

3912 Longfellow St. 
Hyattsville, MD 20781 
(301) 779-1740 
Westminster EFI 
217 Kirkhoff Rd. 

Westminster, MD 21158 

Massachusetts 

Connecticutt Valley EF! 

POB 298 

Shelburne Falls, MA 01.370 
Alan (Atticus Finch) Goldblatt 
66 Wendell St. 

Cambridge, MA 02138 
(617) 876-1750 
Andy 
POB 708 

Littleton, MA 01460-2708 

Minnesota 

Minnesota EF! 

■ Kent Jones 
Box 7448 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

Missouri 
Missouri EFI 
POB 189 

Pacific, MO 63069 
Sue Skidmore 
POB 681 JF 

Springfield, MO 65801 
Annie Magill 
POB 5905 

Kansas City, MO 641 1 1 
Ray O McCall 
Rt. 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 

Montana 

Keep It Wild! 

POB 1121 

Whitefish, MT 59937 
Wild Rockies EFI 
Wild Rockies Review 
POB 9286 

Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 
Yellowstone EF! 

Randall Restless 
Box 6151 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-9211 

Nebraska 

Buffalo Bruce 

HC 74, Box 76 
Chadron, NE 69337 
(.308) 4.32-3458 

Nevada 

Great Basin EFI 
Jonas Prida 

POB 48, Yerington, NV 89447 
(702) 46.3-2954 


Sierra Nevada EF! 

POB 5504 
Reno, NV 89503 
(702)746-3.351 

New Jersey 

Bart Semcer 
POB 506 

Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
New Mexico 
Northern NMEF! 

Ginger Quinn 
POB 5170 
Taos, NM 87571 
(505) 758-5550 
Hawk 
POB 661 

Angel Fire, NM 87710 
New Mexico EF! 

Act Like an Earthquake 
POB 12896 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 
(505) 873-0299 
Greater Gila Biodiversity 
Project 
POB 12835 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 

New jersey 

New Jersey EF! 

POB 506 

Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
New York 
Suburban EF! 

Eco-boy 
126 Purchase St 
Purchase, NY 10577 
(914) 253-9319 
EF! Susqueharma-Chenango 
Bioregion 
The Bear 
224 Bevier St 
Binghamton, NY 13904 
(607) 724-0348 

Greater Adirondack Bioregion 
1125 Phoenix Ave. 
Schenectady, NY 12.308 
Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St. 

New York, NY 10013 
(212)966-5244 
Long Island F.FI 
POB 812 

Huntington, NY 11743 
(516) 424-6499 

North Carolina 

South PAW 

Rodney Webb 
POB 3i l| 

Asheville, NC 28802 

Ohio 

Black Swamp F.F! 

Michael Sr Margerv I Jowns 
1117 1/2 N Erie St 
Toledo, OH 4.3604 
Ohio Valley EFI 
Brian Hagemann 
POB 21017, U. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221 


Clint Holley III 
28410 S Bridge Circle 
Westlake, OH 44145 
(216) 892-7891 
Oklahoma 
Tallgrass Prairie EFI 
Jon Morris 
Rt 1 Box 143-1 
Kellyville, OK 74039 
(918) 247-6328 
Oregon 

Stumptown EF! 

POB 13765 
Portland, OR 97213 
(503) 231-0207 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384 
Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 343-7305 
Reed College EF! 

Reed Box 25 
PDX, OR 97202 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 1846 

Cave Junction, OR 97523 
Voice of the Wild Siskiyous 
c/o S.U./SOSC 
Ashland, OR 97520 
(503) 482-9839 

Blue Mts. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82 

Fossil, OR 978.30 

Pennsylvania 

Allemong Bioregion EF! 

POB 1689 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
Alleghany Biodiversity! 

POB 6013 

Pittsburg, PA 15211 
(412) 531-7705 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 library Ave 
Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 
RD #4 237-A Elk Lake 
Montrose, PA 18801 , 

(717) 278-1396 
South Carolina 
Southern Appalachian EF! 
Buddy Newman 
Unicorn Hills Farm 
Sunset, SC 29685 
(80.3) 878-2234 
Tennesee 

Forest Protection 
Biodiversity Project (PAW) 
POB 1101 

Knoxville, TN .37901 
(615) 524-4771 

Texas 

Llano Estacado EF! 

POB 4733 

Lubbock, TX 79409 
(806) 747-3552 
William Larson 
9122 Oak Downs Road 
San Antonio, TX 782.30 
(512) 342-2520 
East Texas F.FI 
Rt 3, Box 114 
Cleveland, TX 77.327 
F.F! Austin 

POB 7292, University Station 
Austin, TX 77.327 


International EF! 

Australia 

Rainforest Information Centre 
John Seed 
POB 368 

Lismore, NSW 2480 
TEL 066-21-85-05 
email peg:rainfaus 
Marianne Haynemann 
POB 256 

Mitchem, VIC 3132 
Melbourne EF! 

GPO Box 1738Q 
Melbourne, VIC 3001 
Denmark 
Earth First! Denmark 
c/o Troels Floe 5th 
43 Absalonsgade 1 658 
Copenhagen V DENMARK 
Germany 
Earth First! Germany 
Jan Ebert 
Blumenrode 11/13 
D-8620 Lichtenfels 
India 

Anand Skaria 
PB #14 

Cochin 682001 
Kerala 

tel 009-484-25435 
Society of Active Volunteers for 
Environment (SAVE) 

Bander Bagicha 
Near Maurya Lok 
PATNA-800 001 Bihar 
Post Box 229 


Directory 

Poland 

A. Janusz Korbel 
ul. Magi 21/3 
43-300 Bielsko Biala 

United Kingdom 
Lea Valley EFI 
Jason Torrance 
POB 2573 
London N16 6HN 
Tel (44) 081 8061561 
Fax (44) 081 8061561 
email gn:jtorrance 
Manchester EF! 

Paul Williamson 
c/o 2 Hall Ave 
Rusholme, Manchester 
Ml 4 5HN 

Oxford EF! /Kate Geary 
Box E, .34 Cowley Rd 
Oxford, OX4 1HZ 
Tel: 0865-59593 
South Downs EF! 
c/o Prior House, 

6 Tilbury PI. 
Brighton/East Sussex 
BN2 2GY 
Cambridge EF! 

Des Keane 
605 Kings College 
Cambridge CB2 1ST 
Scotland 
Scottish Tree Trust 
30 Edgemont St. 
Glasgow G41 3EL 


Utah 

Wild Utah EF! (WOOF!) 

POB 510442 

Salt Lake City, UT 84151 

Vermont 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
Anne Petermann 
POB 804 

Burlington, VT 05402 
(802) 658-240.3 
Preserve Appalachian 
Wilderness (PAW) 

Buck Young 
Box 52A 

Bondville, VT 05340 
(802) 297-1022 
Two Rivers EFI 
POB 85 

Sharon, VT 05065 
Virginia 
Virginia/DC EF! 

Robert F. Mueller 
Rt. 1, Box 250 
Staunton, VA 22401 
(703) 885-698.3 
Appalachian EF! 

Appalachian Econnection 
Ernie Reed 
POB .309 

Neltysford, VA 22958 
(804) .361-9036 
Virginia Highlands, EF! 
c/o Brenda Vest 
POB 40, Goshen, VA 24439 


Washington 
Shuskan EF! 

Tony Van Gessel 
POB 773 

Bellingham, WA 98227 
Seattle EF! 

Earth First ! Bulletin 
POB 60164 
Seattle, WA 98160 
(206) 521-3691 
Clieetwood EF! 

POB 10147 
Olympia, WA 98502 
Okanogan Highlands EF! 
POB 361 

Republic, WA 99166 

West Virginia 

National Sacrifice Zone 
Vince Packard 
POB 65 

Myra, WV 25544 

Wisconsin 

Midwest Headwaters EFI 

News 

Madison EF! 

Bob Kaspar 
POB 14691 
Madison, WI 5.3714 
(608) 241-9426 
H. Rruse 






EF! 
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Missoula, MT 59806 
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